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GREAT   LADY: 


With  the 


JESUITS  TRAVELS. 


HOU,  on  whofe  Praifes  I  delight  fo 

dwell ! 
Thou,    bcft  Infpirer  of  my  tuneful 
Shell! 

Thou,  whofe  aufpicious  Voice  firft  bid  me  rife. 
And  wing,  in  Fancy,  the  far-glitt'ring  Skies ! 
Deign  to  accept  a  Gift,  tho*  fmall  it  be. 
From  Him  whofe  Glory  is  to  fi«g  to  Thee ! 

Vol.  II.  a  In 


(  2    J 

In  thy  farnM  Palace,  where  the  Arts  confpirc 
To  raife,  to  charm  an  elegant  Defire  ; 
Happy  in  Titles,  Wealth  ;  in  all  can  pleafc ; 
Reading,  ThouMt  travel  with  delightful  Eafc : 
Led  by  the  Fathers  ♦,  o'er  th'  Atlantic  fly, 
Whilfl  circling  Months  fhew  only  Waves  and  Sky  : 
Amaz'd,  fee  Lightnings  flafli ;  hear  Thunders  roul  \ 
See  Ocean  gape  as  to  th'  Antartic  Pole  : 
View  diftant  Shipwrecks ;  hear  th'  expiring  Groan  % 
Then  land  in  Regions,  barbarous  and  unknown. 
Now  Mountains  climb,  wrapt  in  eternal  Snow ; 
Now  wander  in  the  echoing  Vales  below. 
Where,  in  deep  Solitudes,  fierce  Tygers  flray. 
And  feize  the  Pilgrim  in  his  devious  Way. 
Now  fee  pure  Nature  work  without  Difguife  j 
Gazing  on  Savages  with  wond'ring  Eyes : 
Curious,  their  Drefs,  Hutts,  Cuftoms,  Worlhip  viewj 
Varying  from  Ours  as  widely  as  their  Hue. 


Shifting  the  Scene,  Thou'k  next  to  Nations  hade,, 
Where  flourifh  Genius,  Polity  and  Tafte  ; 
Where  glitter  Courts ;  where  ufeful  Arts  abound : 
Such  are  in  India  and  proud  China  found. 

Methinlt^ 

<*  TheJefuit^ 


•(  3  )• 

Methinks  I  hear  thee  foon,  well  plcas'd,  compare 
What  Eaftern  Climes  and  Wefiem  boaft  mofl  rare : 
Their  Learning,  Politicks,  Religion,  Laws : 
Afk,  of  fuch  oppofite  EfFeds,  the  Caufe  : 
Contrail  them  with  what  Thou  again  may'ft  fee 
In  polifh'd  France^  fagacious  Italy  \ 

Where  Thou,  flill  anxious  for  thy  Country^s  Fame, 
Didft,  by  Munificence,  its  Wealth  proclaim  : 
Where,  with  diftingui/h'd  Honours,  Thou  haft  fhone  j 
And  ev'ry  Heart,  by  thy  Politenefe,  won. 


As  oft  thefe  Fathers,  tho'  with  Science  bleft  ;, 
Tho'  of  each  generous,  liberal  Art  poffeft, 
AflTume,  for  Views  finifter,  a  Difguife, 
And  raife  a  Mift  before  the  Reader's  Eyes : 
Dazzle,  with  Pomp  of  Miracles,  h'*  Mind  ; 
And  fpread  thick  Films  of  Logic,  'till  'tis  blind  :  — 
Detefting  Fallhood,  'twas  my  arduous  Tafk, 
From  each  fmooth  Hypocrite  to  force  the  Mafk : 
To  charge  his  Fallacies  with  borrow'd  Arms  *, 
'Till  Truth  ihone  forth  in  all  her  native  Charms. 

On 

♦  Alluding  to  the  PafTages  borrowed  from   the   Opponents  of 
the  Jefuits. 


I 


(4> 

On  Thcc  attending,  'tis  my  darling  Pride, 
JuftJy  to  boaft.  Truth  ever  was  my  Guide. 
Whilft  the  pert  I.cvcc-hunter,  Proteus  like. 
Wears  ev'ry  Form,  as  each  his  Lord  may  ftrikc  : 
Whizzes  trite  Adulation  round  his  Ear, 
MixM  vvith  the  Scandal  blabb'd  throughout  the  Year: 
Applauds  whate'er  he  utters,  right  or  wrong  ; 
And  gilds  his  Vices  in  fome  whiffling  Song : 
I,  with  an  honeft  Zeal,  a  Heroine  feiVd; 
Who,  free  with  Dignity,  with  Grace  referv'd  ; 
Tracing  the  darkfome  Mazes  of  the  Heart, 
Diftinguifli'd  Gratitude  from  venal  Art ; 
And  form'd  to  Glory  from  her  early  Youth, 
Deri->is'd  mean  FJatter}^  and  cherilli'd  Truth. 


J.  Lockma^i. 
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TRAVELS 


O  F    T  H  E 


JESUITS, 


INTO 


Various  Parts  of  the  WORLD: 

Extradted  from  their  LETTERS. 


To  *the  Jesuits  0/ FRANCE. 

Reverend  Fathers^ 

IF  I  miftake  not,  the  Piece  which  will  give  you 
mod  Pleafure  in  the  following  Colledion,  is  the 
Difcovery  lately  made  of  a  Synagogue  of  Jews^ 
in  the  Capital  of  the  Province  of  Honan^  an  inland 
Country  m  the  Center  of  China,  It  appears,  from 
the  old  Accounts  of  this  Country,  that  the  famous 
Father  Matthew  Ricci^  and  the  firft  Miflionaries, 
knew  that  there  were  Jews  in  this  Empire  ;  but 
whether  they  had  not  an  Opportunity  of  finding 
out  the  Place  of  their  Refidence,  or  negleded  to 
get  acquainted  with,  and  converfe  with  them,  'tis 
certain  that 'twas  fcarce  known,  inthefe  later  Times, 
that  there  were  any  Jews  in  China. 

We  aie  obliged  to  Father  John  Paul  Gczani  for 

this  Difcovery.     This  Miflionary  going,  at  the  Re- 

queft  of  a  Friend,    to  the  Capital  of  Honan^  there 

met  with  the  Jews  he  fought  after.    Thefe  receiv'd 

•  i\r.  B.  The  Vllth  Volume  of  the  Orig'nal  begins  here. 

Vol.  II.  B  him 


1    i 


2  TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits. 

him  with  Civility,  inftrudled  him  in  their  Ulagcs ;  and 
Ihewcd  him  their  Synagogue  and  the  facred  Books, 
which  they  prelerve  very  carcfuliy.  As  the  Father 
in  queflion  gives  his  Friend  a  pretty  accurate  Account 
of  all  he  fliw  and  heard  there,  I  imagined  that  it 
v/ould  be  agreeable  to  you  to  perufe  the  whole, 
which  Lhave  faithfully  tranilated  from  the  original 
Foriii'^iicze^  into  French. 

This  Difcovery  ought  not  to  be  looked  upon  with 
an  indiiTcrent  Eye,  by  Perfons  who  are  zealous  for 
the  Welfare  of  the  Cbrijlian  Religion,  and  the  Pu- 
rity of  the  facred  Writings ;  fincc,  by  \.\\q,  Afiifcancc 
of  the  Books  which  are  in  the  Hands  of  thefe  Cbi- 
ficze  Jews^  we  may  eafily  difcover  whether  the  O- 
pinioii  of  certain  learned  Men  is  jufb,  viz.  thatlince 
the  Rife  of  Chriftianity,  the  Jeiios  (thofe  avowed 
Enemies  to  the  Chriftian  Name)  have  corrupted  the 
facred  Books,  cither  by  omitting  or  tranfpofing 
whole  Cliapters  \  by  changing  Words  and  Phrafes  ^ 
by  erafing  fuch  as  did  not  fuit  their  Purpofe  •,  or, 
lallly,  by  pointing  them,  in  feveral  Places,  at  ran- 
dom, as  they  pleafed,  thereby  to  give  them  fuch  a 
Senfe  as  belt  fuit  their  Prejudices. 

As  the  Chinefe  Jtivs\\-xvG.  a  particular  Synagogue, 
and  have  been  unknown,  hitherto,  not  only  to  the 
Chriftians^  but  likewife  to  their  Brethren  difperfed 
in  other  Nations,  we  pofiibly  might  find  among 
them  feme  Copies  of  the  Scriptures,  which  may 
have  been  prcfcrved  in  their  firft  Purity  ;  or,  at 
leaft,  niay  be  free  from  the  Faults  which  our  Inter- 
preters and  Divines  imagine  they  perceive  in  the 
original  Text. 

Had  Father  Gozani^  who  converfed  wi^h  the 
Chineze  jezvs,    and  faw  their   Books,    unc    flood 
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Cabala  *,  on  which  People  argue  fo  varionfly.     P 
fine,  he  would  have  enquired  into  their  Cutloms> 

and 

*  Cahala^  is  a  Hdrg^v  WorJ,  fignif/irg  profcrfy  Tradition. 
The  Jcr^s  are  divided  into  two  general  .-.efts,  tiit  Carat teiy  who 

rCjCflall  TraJirion,  with  the  ialmud,  and  leceive  nutning  but 
the  Scriptures ;  and  the  Rabhhnfts  or  Talmnd'ijls^  who  not  only 
admit  the  Scriptures,  but  likewile  Tradition  urd  the  Talmud. 
"J'ha  laitcr  are  alfo  divided  into  Rabbinifts,  fimply  fo  called, 
who  explain  the  Scriptures  according  to  the  natural  Senfe;  -nd 
into  Cabaii/ts,  who,  in  order  to  difcover  the  hidden  and  myf- 
terious  Senie  which  God  has  couchtd  under  his  divine  VVords, 
employ  the  Cabala,  by  wliich  is  meant  a  hidden  nnd  mylleri- 
ous  Way  of  explaining  tie  Law,  which  confills  in  g.ivi.ig  ab- 
Itrufe  and  fngular  Interpretuions  to  a  Word,  or  even  to  cacli 
of  the  Letccrs  which  compofe  it ;  whence  by  forming  different 
Combinations,  fuch  Explications  ate  drav/n  from  the  Scriptures, 
as  appear  very  diiTerent  from  what  they  fignify  nPituraily.  This 
Kind  of  Cabala  iscalied  artifici.;),  to  diftingu  fh  it  from  the  tra- 
ditional Cabala,  the  Original  of  which  is  thus  laid  down  by 
Maimonides.  Mofes  did  not  only  receive  the  Law  from  God  on 
Alount  Sinaiy  but  alfo  the  Explication  of  the  Law.  Mo/es  af- 
terwards wrcte  down  the  f.ril  Part  of  whr.t  God  delivered  ta 
him,  and  called  it  fimpIy  The  La-jv,  or  The  ivriltcn  La^iv,  of 
which  the  three  Scriptuie  Bocks  Exodus,  Leviticus,  and  Numbers 
were  ibrmed  :  But  as  to  the  fccond  Part,  or  Explication  of  the 
Law,  which  God  was  alio  faid  (but  falfely)  to  have  delivered  to 
Mofes,  ths  latter  did  not  commit  it  to  writing,  but  only  deli- 
vered it  by  Word  of  Mouth  ;  and  this  being  done  from  Father  to* 
Son,  was  called  ihe.  Oral  La<iv,  or  Cabala,  whicii  fjmc  Rabbit 
pretend  their  Fathers  had  received  from  the  Prcphets,  to  whom 
it  had  been  given  by  Angels.  In  general,  tlie  Explications  of 
the  Law,  are  nothing  but  the  Interpretations  given  '-yy  different 
Rabbis  of  the  Laws  of  God  ;  and  their  Decifions  with  refpeft 
to  the  Obligations  they  impofe,  and  the  Manner  how  they  ought 
to  be  prafticed.  Cabala  is  alfo  taken  (among  the  CbrijUa.'.s) 
for  the  Ufe  which  Magicians  are  falfely  fuppofed  to  make  of 
Paffagf.3  taken  from  Scripture.  The  pretended  Magic  of  the 
y^ivs  is  not  only  called  Cabala,  but  alfo  every  fuppofed  Kind 
of  Migic  in  general.  'Lis  unjeillood  in  this  iSenl'e  by  the 
Author  of  Comie  de  Gabalis,  whofc  Philolbphy  is  m"de  fo  n- 
greeable  a  Ufe  of  in  the  Rrpe  of  the  Lock,  who  ridicules  t'le 
idle  Secrets  of  the  Cabala,  called  by  the  Cabalifts,  the  fa- 
cred  Cabala,  they  fuj^^^pofing  that  the  leveral  Elements  are  pec 
pled  with  Sylphs,  Gnomes,  Salamander?,  i^ic,  and  tia:  this  Sci- 
ence lets  Mankind  into  the  Knowledge  of  the  Secrets  cf  Nature. 
They  pretend  tiiat  the  HebrezvswQXz  acc^uainted  with,  t.-.cfe  aerial 

B  2  iJcing   ; 
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and  have  furnilhcd  us  with  Weapons  to  combat  the 
ridiculous  Fables  of  the  ^Talmud*.  For  'cis  not  pro- 
bable 

Beings ;  that  they  borrowed  this  Knowledge  from  the  Egyptians^ 
and  knew  the  particular  Art  of  converfmg  with  thefe  elementary 
Nations.  Many  learned  Men  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  Cabala 
was  known  before  our  Saviour's  Time  ;  and  Tome  Enthufiafts  a- 
itiong  the  ye'-ws  declared,  that  he  performed  his  Miracles  mere- 
ly by  the  Myfteries  of  the  Cabala>  Some  learned  Men  think 
that  Pythagoras  and  Plato  learnt  the  Cabalillical  Art,  in  Egypt, 
from  the  Je-ws ;  and  imagine  that  they  difcover  evident  Traces  of 
this  in  their  Philofophy.  Others,  on  the  contrary,  fuppofe  that 
the  Philofophy  of  Pythagoras  and  Plato  gave  Rife  to  the  Ca- 
hala. 

*  The  Talmud  is  a  Book  containing  the  whole  Explication 
of  the  Jeivijh  Law.  This  Kind  of  Body  of  the  Hehrenv  Law, 
this  Explication  of  the  Duties  enjoined  that  People,  either  by  the 
Scriptures,  by  Tradition,  by  the  Authority  of  their  Doftors, 
cr  by  Cuftom  and  Superftition,  confiils  of  two  Parts,  the  one 
called  Mi/nay  and  the  other  Gemara.  This  fecond  Part  is  alfo 
commonly  called  the  Talmud,  being  the  general  Name  of  the 
whole  Work.  The  J  eves ,  as  is  obferved  in  the  Note  above, 
diftinguifh  their  Law  into  the  ^written  Laiv  i  and  into  the  un- 
nvritten  Laiv,  which  defcended  by  Tradition,  or  the  Glofs  and 
Explication,  by  the  antient  Dodlors  of  the  firft  Law.  Thus 
the  Talmud  contains  the  Tradition  of  the  JeivSf  their  Polity, 
their  Doftrine  and  Ceremonies,  to  which  they  paid  no  lefs  O- 
bedience  than  to  the  Law  of  God.  They  did  not  commit  them 
to  Writing,  till  they  were  forced  to  it  by  the  Deftrudion  of 
Jerufalem,  and  their  Difperfion  up  and  down  the  World.  They 
had  two  famous  Schools,  the  one  in  Babylon,  and  the  other  in 
yerufalem.  There  they  made  two  different  Colleftions  of  ihefe 
Traditions,  ^  the  mcll  antient  in  Jerufalejny  and  the  other  in 
Babylojty  both  which  were  called  Talmud,  The  Jemos  believe 
in  them  almoft  as  implicitly  as  in  the  Scriptures,  particularly  in 
that  of  Baly'ofty  though  Huffed  with  Chimeras.  The  Babylonijh 
Talmud  was  compiled  above  500  Years  after  Chrift,  by  the  Je^s 
who  dwelt  in  Mefopotamia  i  and  the  Jerufalem  Talmud  was  com- 
piled, by  the  jffvjSf  in  Jerujalefti.,  about  300  Years  after  our 
Saviour.  T'he  Babylonijh  Talmud  confifts  of  two  PartS}  i .  the 
Commenfary,  called  the  Gemara,  containing  the  Decifions  of 
the  JcwtJJj  Dodors,  and  their  Explications  of  the  Text,  where- 
in are  found  a  great  number  of  ridiculous  Stories  and  idle  Con- 
telb,  all  writ  in  an  inelegant  Style  :  And  2.  the  Mifna,  which  is 
writ  in  a  purer  Diction,  and  with  greater  Solidity  of  Argument. 
The  Jei.<js  prcrtnd  that  it  was  compiled  by  Rabbi  Juda  fur- 
named  the  Saint,  and  tliat  thcDoclrine  and  chief  Mylteries  con- 
tained 


1 
1 


bat  the 
lOt  pro- 
bable 


Egyptians  t 

lementary 

le  Cabald 

hufiafts  a- 

cles  mere- 

ien  think 
in  Egypt, 
Traces  of 

ppofe  that 

o  the  C«- 

Ixplication 
ire^M  Law, 
ther  by  the 
■   Doftors, 
,    the  one 
Part  is  al  fo 
ime  of  the 
ote  above, 
ito  the  un- 
:  Glofs  and 
ivv.     Thus 
f^eir  Polity, 
no  lefs  O- 
mmitthem 
ruflion  of 
rid.  They 
iC  other  in 
ns  of  thefe 
e  other  in 
'.nus  believe 
icularly  in 
Babylonijb 
the  Jenxjs 
was  com- 
after  our 
tsi    I .  the 
ecifions  of 
xt,  where- 
idle  Con- 
which  is 
rgument. 
\juda  fur- 
[tcries  con- 
uined 


TRAVELS  of  the  ]z^\JiT^l    '^  5 

bable  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Traditions  of  the  Chinefe 
'Jews  are  the  fame  with  thofe  which  we  read  with 
Indignation,  in  that  monftrous  Affemblage  of  fri- 
volous, impure,  fuperftitious,  and  fometimes  im- 
pious Decifions,  with  which  the  Talmud  is  fluffed. 
The  Chineze  Jews  may  perhaps  be  as  enthufiaftiral 
and  extravagant  as  thofe  of  Europe  j  but  it  is  not 
pofTible  that  EnthufiaOs,  who  have  not  the  leaft 
Correfpondence  with  one  another,  fhould  all  agree  m 
their  Chimeras. 

This  Circumflance  alone  would  be  fufTicient  to 
convince  the  European  Jews,  that  their  Traditions 
are  mere  human  Inventions,  and  confequently  ought 
not  to  be  of  the  lead  Authority.  Methinks  this 
might  eafily  lead  them  to  the  Knowledge  of  the 
true  Mefliah,  and  bring  them  over  to  our  Religion ; 
one  of  the  greateft  Obftacles  to  their  Convcrfion, 
being  the  amazing  Fondnefs  they  entertain  for  the 
wild  Notions  of  their  Rabbis,  which  are  inculcated 
to  them  from  their  very  Infancy  •,  infpiring  them, 
at  the  fame  Time,  with  a  Contempt  for  the  Sci- 
ences, and  for  all  fach  Nations  as  cultivate  them. 
The  Talmud,  according  to  thefe  Dodors,  is  the  only 
Knowledge  which  ought  to  be  learnt ;  *tis  the  Ma- 
fter-piece  of  divine  Wifdom  ;  the  Soul,  as  it  were, 
of  the  Scriptures ;  and  they  farther  declare,  that 
'tis  to  no  Furpofe  for  a  Man  to  (ludy  the  facred 
Books,  if  he  has  not  Recourfe  to  the  Explications 
of  their  Rabbis,  which,  in  their  Opinion,  contain 

tained  in  it  were  delivered  to  him  by  the  Almighty.  This  is  to  be 
underllood  only  of  the  Mi/na,  As  to  the  Gemaroy  the  Compila- 
tion of  it  was  ended  in  the  Beginning  of  the  fixth  Century,  af- 
ter the  Deftru(^ion  of  the  fecond  Temple,  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord  506.  But  fome  Jeius  fay,  that  Rabbi  JuJa  compiled 
the  Mifna  under  the  Emperor  Antaninm^  in  the  2d  Century. 
The  Mifna  is  divided  into  fix  Parts,  and  ^tGemara  into  eleven 
Volumes.  The  Babyhnijh  Talmud  is  generally  read  by  the  7^xy/, 
it  being  moA  elleemed  by  them  ?  fo  that  when  the  Word  Talmud 
is  ufed  alone,  it  means  that  of  Babylon. 
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the  true  and  genuine  Scnfe  of  them,   and  is  found 
no  where  elfe. 

If  therefore  it  could  be  evidently  demon ftratcd  to 
the  Jews^  that  their  Traditions  differ  in  thofe  Coun- 
tries, in  which  the  Books  of  their  Compilers  never 
appeared,  this  mull  neceffarily  eradicate  their  Pre- 
judices, and  quite  take  ofi'  the  Veneration  they  dif- 
covcr  for  the  'Talmud.  The  fame  might  be  done 
with  rcfpeft  to  the  Cbineze  Jews,  by  Ihewing  them, 
that  their  Opinions  differ  from  thole  of  their  Bre- 
thren, who  neverthelefs  boall,  in  like  Manner  as 
they  do,  their  having  received  them  from  the  Au- 
thor of  their  Religion. 

Father  Beauvollier,  of  our  Society,  a  Man  v/ell 
fkilled  in  the  Hebrew,  and  other  oriental  Languages, 
is  now  in  China.  Yv  e  therefore  will  intreat  the  Su- 
periors of  that  Miffion,  in  cafe  they  themfelves  have 
not  yet  thought  of  it,  to  order  him  to  perufe  very 
carefully  the  antient  MSS.  of  the  Bible  ufed  in  the 
Synagogue  of  China,  and  in  private  Houfes;  to 
compare  them  with  our  Bibles  •,  to  enquire  alfo  very 
carefully  into  the  Nature  and  Progrefs  of  their  Tra- 
ditions, and  whether  they  are  not  divided  into  oppo- 
fite  Seds. 

We  don*t  doubt  but  Father  BeauvoUier  will  do 
all  this  very  faithfully  -,  and  that  his  Remarks  will 
furniffi  us  with  Dilcoveries  equally  conducive  to  the 
Service  of  Religion,  and  to  Europed.^'^tW  as  China *. 
The  fecond  Letter  of  this  Colle<5lion  contains  the 
l^ielacion  of  a  Voyage  to  the  South  Sea.  As  the 
French  Ships  could  not  pafs  without  great  Danger, 
in  Titne  of  War,  the  Streights  of  Sunda,  of  Ma- 
kcca,  and  the  other  Streights  of  the  Eaftern  Sea,  of 
which  the  Dutch  and  Englifi  are  Mailers ;  they 
tlicreuore  attempted  a  Way  by  the  South  Sea,  in 
order  to  open  a  new  Paffage  to  China^  by  the  Streights 

*  In  turninc;  over  all  the  Volumes  ofourje.u'ts  Travel:,  I  don't 
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\  of  Magellan,  and  thofj  of  k  Maire.  The  Reader 
^  will  find,  in  the  annexed  Map,  an  accurate  Defer ip- 
tion  of  thofe  two  Stn  ights,  of  Terra  del  Fue^o,  and 
of  the  Iflands  of  Anycan  and  Beauchcne,  which  are 
newly  difcovered.  Tlie  Pofition  of  Gipe  Horrx 
(the  moil  fouthern  oi  America)  is  not  there  Liiddjwn 
excidly  as  in  our  common  Maps.  'Tis  placed  in 
lifty-fix  Degrees  thirty  Minutes  South  Latitude  ; 
Father  iVy^/ afHrming,  thr.t  upon  their  comin<j,  into 
fifty-feven  Degrees  thirty  Minutes  Latitude,  they 
did  not  fee  this  Cape,  and  therefore  I'uppofcd  it  to 
be  a  Degree  below  them. 

With  regard  to  the  Illands  of  Anycan  *,  lying 
South-eaft  of  thofe  of  Sebalde,  they  are  an  Aflcm- 
blage  of  Illands,  whofe  Number  or  Dimeiifions  arc 
not  yet  known.  Meff.  Fotquei  and  du  Coudray  Pe- 
rec, who  commanded  the  two  Ships  mentioned  in 
this  Voyage,  difcovered  them  in  their  Return  from 
the  Souib  Sea ;  and  gave  them  that  Name,  out  of 
Rel'peft  to  Mr.  Amcan,  who  headed  the  Enterprize 
they  hadjuft  before  executed  fo  happily;  a  Gjnde- 
man  wlio  has  fo  often  fignalized  himfelF  in  fivour 
of  his  Religion  and  Country,  that  our  Sovereign, 
as  a  Reward  for  his  faithful  Services,  prcfented  hnn 
with  tht  Order  of  St.  Michael. 

As  to  the  IHand  of  Beaucbejie,  'tis  fo  called  from 
Monfieur  de  Beauchme,  a  very  worthy  Gentleman, 
now  Senechal  -f  of  St.  Malo,  He  difcovered  this 
liland,  in  his  Voyage  to  the  South  Seam  1701,  as 
Mr.  de  /'  IJle  ha^  obferved  in  his  noble  Maps  of 
America. 

The  third  Letter  was  writ  by  Father  de  Fontaney^ 
well  known  for  his  Zeal,  his  Skill  in  the  Mathema- 
ticks,  and  the  excellent  Things  done  by  him,  in 

*  I  don't  find  either  the  Ifles  of  Jnycan^  or  thofe  of  SebalcJe^ 
in  our  Maps ;  but  that  of  Bcauchene  is  fpecilied  in  the  lalt  Edi- 
tion of  ilM's  Mpps. 

f  A  Title  given  in  Normandy^  to  Judges  in  Civil  Caufes. 
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China,  where  he  has  lived  above  fifteen  Years.  This 
Letter  contains  many  curious  Remarks  on  that  great 
Empire. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  Epiftle,  reverend  Fathers, 
without  communicating  to  you  the  good  News  juft 
brought  us  from  China.  Monfeigneur  de  lournon.  Pa- 
triarch of  Antioch,  whom  the  Pope  has  fent  into  this 
Empire,  with  the  Power  of  Legat  a  Latere,  in  or- 
der to  fettle  the  Difputes  which  have  arifen,  within 
thefe  few  Years,  between  the  Miflionaries,  came  to 
Canton  in  April  1705.  This  illuftrious  Prelate 
wrote  to  our  Fathers  of  Peking  to  inform  them  of 
his  Arrival,  and  the  Subje<5l  of  his  CommilTion ; 
intreating  them  to  obtain  the  Emperor's  Leave  for 
him  to  travel  to  Peking,  and  to  go  upon  his  Vifita- 
tion  (as  Superior  general)  through  all  the  Mifllons 
in  his  Empire. 

The  Jefuits  of  Peking  having  received,  with 
Refpefl,  the  Patriarch's  Letter,  confulted  together, 
in  order  to  confider  the  beft  Method  of  propofing 
fo  delicate  an  Affiiir  to  the  Emperor.  After  hav- 
ing invoked  the  Aid  of  Heaven,  they  drew  up  a 
Memorial,  and  it  was  figned  by  Father  Philip  Gri- 
maldi,  Prefident  of  the  Tribunal  of  the  Mathema- 
ticks  ;  Father  Anthony  Thomas,  Vice-provincial  of 
the  portugueze  JeJuits  5  Father  John  Francis  Gerbil- 
Ion,  Superior-general  of  the  French  Jefuits ;  and  Fa- 
ther Thomas  Pereyra^  formerly  Redtor  or  Vice-chan- 
cellor of  the  College  of  Peking.  Here  follows  an 
Abflradl  of  this  Memorial. 

"  A  Pcrfon  of  diltinguiflied  Birth  and  Merit, 
called  Tolo,  (the  Chineze  Name  of  the  Patriarch 
of  Antioch)  is  arrived  in  Canton.  He  is  come  from 
"  the  Great  Weft,  to  vifit  all  the  Miflionaries  of 
China^  whofe  Superior- general  he  is.  We  there- 
fore moft  humbly  befeech  your  Majefty,  by  all 
the  Teftimonies  of  Favour  with  which  you  are 
pleafed  to  honour  us  continually,  to  permit  him 
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'<  to  come  to  Peking :  Firft,  to  behold,  in  your 
"  royal  Perfon,  a  Prince  whofe  Reputation  is  fpread 
*  all  over  the  World.  Secondly,  to  return  you 
**  Thanks  for  the  Proteftion  which  you  are  fo  gra- 
*'  cious  as  to  indulge  all  the  Miflionaries  who  refide 
'*  in  your  Empire.  Thirdly,  to  prefent  to  you  two 
"  Men,  the  one  well  fkill'd  in  Phyfick,  and  the 
*'  other  in  Surgery,  whom  he  has  brought*,  hebe- 
**  ing  informed  that  your  Majcfty  is  defirous  of 
•'  feeing  fuch  Perfons. 

"  We  likewife  befeech  your  Majefty  to  give  Or- 
"  ders,  that  he  may  be  received,  throughout  your 
"  whole  Empire,  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  his  Qja ' 
'•  lity  and  Deferts.  We  fliall  bear  in  eternal  Re- 
"  membrance,  the  feveral  Marks  of  Diftindlion 
"  with  which  your  Majefty  Ihall  pleafe  to  honour 
"  him  ;  and  all  the  Princes  of  Europe^  who  efteem 
"  that  Prelate,  will  think  themfelves  obliged  for 
"  any  Honours  you  fhall  beftow  upon  him'*. 

This  Memorial  was  prciented  to  the  Emperor  of 
China  the  17th  of  Jufyy  1705,  at  a  Place  twenty 
Leagues  from  Peking,  where  he  was  at  that  Time. 
The  Monarch,  after  afking  feveral  Queftions  con- 
cerning the  Patriarch,  and  receiving  luch  Anfwers 
as  feemed  fatisfadory,  made  a  Reply,  of  which 
the  following  is  the  Subftance. 

"  As  Tolo  is  not  fent  to  me  by  the  Princes  of  the 
"  Greai  H^efi,  in  Quality  of  Embaflador,  but  only 
"  to  go  upon  his  Vifitation  among  the  Miflionaries, 
"  whofe  Superior  he  is  •,  and,  farther,  as  he  is  a 
"  Perfon  of  worth  and  Diftindion,  he  muft  put  on 
"  a  Chineze  Drefs.  We  grant  him  Permiffion  to 
come  to  Peking ;  and  command  Hefchem  *  to 
write  to  the  feveral  Governors  of  the  Provinces, 
to  furnifh  him  with  every  Thing  neceflary,  and 
f^  to  receive  him  honourably  wherever  he  comes/* 
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*  An  Officer  of  the  Palace  fo  called. 
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This  imperial  Mandate  being  fent,  the  Viceroy 
Canton  paid  the  greatcft  Honours  to  the  Patriarch, 
and  immediately  ordered  out  three  Gallies  and  two 
royal  Barges,  with  ail  their  Streamers  and  Colours 
flying,  to  convey  him  to  Peking^  that  the  World 
might  be  Witncfs  to  the  great  Regard  which  the 
Emperor  has  for  him.  Accordingly  he  left  Canton 
the  9th  of  September^  and  went  to  'Tchaokin^  where 
the  Tjonto  of  the  Province,  who  is  fuperior  to  the 
Viceroy,  paid  him  greater  Honours  than  the  Vice- 
roy himlelf.  The  feveral  Particulars  above  are  ex- 
traded  from  a  Letter  written  by  the  Patriarch  of 
Antioch^  to  Cardinal  Pauhcci^  and  dated  at  Hanhiun^ 
in  the  Province  of  Canton^  the  2  6ch  of  September ^ 
^705. 

The  i8th  of  Z)(?^^;;2^^r,  1706,  the  Pope  received 
the  Relation  of  this,  which  gave  him  the  higheft 
Pleafure;  and  he  communicated  it  to  the  Cardinals 
in  the  Confiftory,  held  two  Days  after.  He  like- 
wife  was  plcafed  to  fhew  it  to  our  reverend  Father- 
general  ;  and  to  exprefs  his  Satisfadion  for  the  Ser- 
vice which  the  Jefuits  of  China  did  to  the  Church 
and  to  the  Holy  See  on  that  Occafion.  I  have  not  yet 
received  any  Letters  from  China  that  mention  the 
Arrival  of  the  Patriarch  of  Antioch.  The  Inftant 
any  fuch  come  to  Hand,  they  fhail  be  tranfmitted 
to  you. 

7  ain^  &c. 

Charles  le  Gobien, 
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Tiithcr  G  o  z  A  N I ,  to  Father  S  u  a  r  e  z. 

Cai  fum-fu,  Capital  of  the  Pr evince  of 
Honan  in  China,   5  Nov.  1704. 

Kcvcrcnd  Father^ 

AFter  employing  two  Months  in  the  Vifitation 
of  tlie  Miflions  of  Kaei-to  fu^  of  Loycbien^ 
and  of  Foo-kcoo-hien  *,  in  all  which,  throuj^h  the 
BlefTing  of  God,  Religion  flourifhes  niorc  and  more, 
I  found  two  of  your  Letters  at  my  Return.  I 
thank  you  for  informing  mcof  your  Health  j  and, 
for  the  Account  you  give  of  your  having  difcovcr- 
ed,  in  your  Archives,  fome  •\  Pieces  which  vvill  be 
of  great  Importance  towards  difcovering  the  Truth. 
With  regard  to  the  Men,  who  are  here  called 
'Tiao-kin-kiao^  I  was  going  to  vifit  them  about  two 
Years  fince,  imagining  that  they  were  Jews^  and  in 
the  View  of  enquiring  for  the  O'd  Teilament  a- 
mong  them.  But  being  utterly  unflcilled  in  the 
Hebrew,  and  meeting  with  great  Difficulties  on  that 
Occafion,  I  laid  afide  my  Defign,  upon  the  Suppofiti- 
on  that  I  iliould  not  fucceed  in  it.  Nevertheless,  up- 
on your  defiling  me  to  enquire  after  the  People  in 
queftion,  I  obeyed  their  Orders,  with  all  the  Care 
and  Exactnefs  pofliblc.  At  our  firlt  Interview  I 
fliewed  them  the  utmoft  Civility,  which  they  return- 
ed,  and  were  pleafed  to  come  and  fee  me.  I  after- 
wards vifited  them  in  their  Li-pai-fUy  or  Synagogue, 


*  Thefe  are  Cities  in  the  Province  of  Hofian. 

\  The  Originals  of  the  Pieces  here  fpoke  cf,  were  found  in 
the  Archives  of  the  College  of  Pekinv^JuI'jy  30,  1704.  The  Je- 
fuit^  of  CZi/wa  printed  thefe  Pieces  in  Peking,  after  flicwing  the  Ori- 
ginals to  an  apoitolical  Vicar,  and  the  BA.o^Qi  Peking' i>  Secretary. 

N.  B.  Thefe  Pieces  relate  chiefly  to  fome  Dilputes  between 
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where  they  all  were  affcmbledj  and  there  had  a  long 
Conference  with  them.  I  faw  their  Infcriptions, 
fome  of  which  arc  in  Chincze,  and  the  reft  in  their 
own  Language.  They  fhewcd  me  their  Kims,  or 
religious  Book*;,  and  permitted  mc  to  go  into  the 
molt  fecret  Phice  *  of  their  Synagogue,  which  they 
themfclves  are  not  allowed  to  enter.  This  Place  is 
referved  Iblely  for  their  Ckam-kiao^  or  Ruler  of  the 
Synagogue  i",  who  never  goes  into  it  but  with  the 
mod  profound  Reverence. 

On  fome  Tables  were  thirteen  Kinds  of  Taber- 
nacles, before  each  of  which  were  little  Curtaim^ 
The  facrcd  Kim  of  Mofes  (the  Pentateuch)  was  (hut 
up  in  each  of  thefe  Tabernacles,  twelve  of  which 
reprefented  the  twelve  Tribes  of  Jfi-ael^  and  the 
thirteenth,  Mofes.  Thefe  Books  were  writ  on  long 
Pieces  of  Parchment,  and  rolled  round  Sticks.  I 
prevailed  with  the*  Ruler  of  the  Synagogue  to  let 
the  Curtains  of  one  of  the  Tabernacles  be  undrawn, 
and  get  one  of  the  Parchment  Books  unfolded.  It 
feemed  to  be  writ  in  a  very  clear  and  diftindl  Cha- 
radler.  One  of  thefe  Books  happily  efcaped  the 
great  Inundation  of  the  River  Hoambo  t,  which  o- 
verflowed  the  City  of  Cai-fum-fu^  Capital  of  this 
Province.  As  the  Charaders  of  the  Book  in  que- 
ftion  were  wetted,  and  half  effaced,  the  J^wjr  caufed 

*  This  anfwers,  in  fome  Meafure,  to  the  Hechal  of  the  Eu- 
ropean  Jeivs,  where  the  Books  of  the  Law  are  kept  >  and  ftill 
better  to  the  Hoiy  of  Holies  oF  the  Old  TcUament. 

•f  The  fame  as  the  Higli-prieft,  antiently. 

j  'Tis  called  Hoamho  in  my  Original,  or  the  Tellanv  Ri'ver^ 
and  is  one  of  the  largell  Rivers  in  Ciina.  It  rifes  among  the 
Mountains,  to  the  Well  of  the  Province  of  Suchuen  ;  and  after 
watering  Part  of  the  northern  Provinces  of  that  great  Empire, 
winds  through  thole  of  Honan,  Canton,  and  Nankin^  where  it 
empties  itfelf  into  the  Eafiern  Sea,  oppofite  Japan. 

This  River  does  not  wind  cxadly  in  this  Manner,  in  MoW^ 
Map  of  China.  'Tis  called  Hoanbo,  by  our  Writers  ;  and  the 
Name  of  Yellonx)  River  was  given  it,  from  the  yellow  Slime  or 
Mud  feen  in  it  at  all  1  imes. 
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twelve  0)pics  to  be  taken  ot  thcin  ;  and  thefe  they 
keep  very  carefully  in  the  twelve  Tabernacles  above- 
mentioned. 

There  alio  are  feen,  in  two  other  Places  in  this 
Synagogue,  leveral  old  Chcfts,  wherein  are  care- 
fully preferved  a  great  number  of  little  Books,  into 
which  they  have  divideii  the  Pentateuch  of  Mofes^ 
called  by  them  'l\'kim^  and  the  other  Books  of  their 
Law.  They  u(e  thele  Books  for  Prayer,  and  fhew- 
cd  me  feveral,  which,  as  I  imagined,  were  writ  in 
Hehrezv.  Some  of  them  were  new,  and  the  reft  old 
and  half  torn.  All  thefe  Books  are  preferved  with 
greater  Care  than  if  they  had  been  of  Gold  and 
Silver. 

In  the  Middle  of  their  Synagogue  is  a  magnifi- 
cent Pulpit  *,  ftanding  very  high,  with  a  noble 
Culhion  richly  embroidered  in  it.  This  is  Mo- 
fes*s  Pulpit,  on  which  every  Saturday  (their  Sabbath) 
and  the  moil  folemn  Days,  they  lay  the  Book  of 
the  Pentateuch,  and  read  it.  There  alfo  is  ktn 
the  Van-fui-paiy  or  Pifture,  in  which  the  Empe- 
ror's Name  is  written  •,  but  there  are  no  Statues  or 
Images.  Their  Synagogue  looks  to  the  Well; 
and  whenever  they  pray  to  God,  they  turn  to  that 
Qijartcr,  and  worihip  him  under  the  Names  of 
Tien^  Cham-tieUy  Cham-ti,  Teao-van-voe-che^  or  Cre- 
ator of  all  Things  •,  and  Van-voe-chu-cai^  or  Gover- 
nor of  the  Univerfe.  They  told  me,  that  thefe 
Names  were  borrowed  from  the  Chineze  Books,  and 
that  they  uied  them  to  exprefs  the  Supreme  Being, 
and  the  firft  Caufe. 

At  our  going  out  of  the  Synagogue  is  a  great 
Hall  t,  which  I  had  the  Curiofity  to  look  into.     I 

faw 

*  This  anfwers  pretty  nearly  to  that  Part  of  the  Jeivi/h  Syna- 
gogues (the  Theba  or  Desk)  in  Europe^  where  the  Law  is  read 
on  the  Sabbath,  and  other  folemn  Days.  PoiTibly  wiiat  I  here 
tranflate  Pulpit,  from  the  Original  Chaire,  ought  rather  to  be 
tranflated  Chair. 

f  Thus  ic  appears,   accordiiig  to  Father  Coxani,   that  the 
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faw  nothing  in  it  except  a  great  number  of  Incenfc- 
pans.  They  told  me  this  was  the  Place  where  they 
honoured  their  Chiin-gins^  or  great  Men  of  their 
Law.  The  largeft  of  thefe  Incenfe-pans,  which  is 
for  the  Patriarch  /Ibraham^  ftands  in  the  middle  of 
the  Hall.  After  this  (land  thofe  of  IJaac^  v^VJacch^ 
and  his  twelve  Children,  called  by  them  Chel-ciim- 
fai'fe^  the  twelve  Defcents  or  Tribes  of  Ifrael.  Next 
are  thofe  oF  Mofes^  Aaron^  Jofldua^  Efdras,  and  of 
fcveral  illuftrioiis  Perions  both  Men  and  Women. 

At  our  coming  out  of  this  Apartment,  we  were 
conducted  to  the  Hall  of  Guefts,  in  order  to  dif- 
courfe  together.  As  the  Books  of  the  Old  Ttfta- 
ment  were  writ  in  Hebrew^  at  the  End  of  my  Bi- 
ble, I  fhewed  them  to  the  Cham-kiao^  or  Ruler  of 
the  Synagogue.  He  read  them,  though  the  Cha- 
radters  were  ill  enough  writ*,  and  told  me,  they 
were  the  Names  of  their  Chin  kim^  or  Pentateuch. 
Then  taking  up  my  Bible,  and  the  Cham-kiao  his 
Berefchith^  by  which  Name  they  call  •"^'^  Books  of 
Gemfts  *',  we  compared  the  levcral  Defcendants 
from  Adam  down  to  Noah^  with  the  Ages  of  each, 
and  found  a  perfed  Conformity  between  them. 
"We  afterwards  ran  over,  in  a  concife  Manner,  the 
Names  and  Chronology  of  Genefis^  Exodus^  Leviti- 

jfeivij7j  Synagogue  vvss  divided  into  three  Parts ;  i.  the  Holy  of 
Holies  ;  2.  tiic  I'ait  where  the  Pulpit  or  Chair  ftojd  ;  and  3. 
the  Hall.  The  two  firft  Parts  are  much  the  fame  with  the  y^^v- 
ijh  Synagogues  in  Europe  ;  but  as  to  the  third  Part  called  the 
Hall,  'tis  much  mor^  like  the  VeiUbalum,  or  Portico  of  the 
anticnt  Temple,  than  the  Ph.c-  where  the  Je^jtjs  now  aficm'ole 
in  the  European  Synagogues. 

*  A  learned  Gentleman  informs  me,  (for  I  am  wholly  unac- 
quainted with  the  H-ort:n.v  Lmgua;?^'.')  thac  this  Word  Benftuthy 
the  Nam.e  by  whicii  the  Euyoi^an  'Jcn-:t  call  the  Book  o^  Qcnrjisy 
is  named  by  the  Erf  cm  ycnvs,  Brcjitbra.  It  this  be  fad,  one 
would  be  apt  to  .'uiptft  this  Account  cf  Father  Go-:r:a/i>  ;  hnce  it 
might  be  naturally  concluded,  that  theje  Cbincze  "Jcnvs  would 
entitle  the  Book  of  Cyt:iiffis  Brafithrn,  according  to  the  EcJ.'rrn 
Jeii-s,  and  not  BercfJiuh  like  thofe  of  Euiopc. 
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ciis^  Numbers^  and  Deuteronomy,  which  compolc 
Mofes^s>  Pentateuch.  The  Ruler  of  the  Synagogue 
told  me,  that  the  Names  of  thefe  five  Books  are 
Bcrffith,  Vcelefemoth,  Vaiicra,  Fated  abb er,  and  Had - 
deharim  *,  and  that  they  divide  them  into  53  Vo- 
lumes, 'viz.  Genefis  into  twelve  Volumes,  Exodus 
into  eleven  •,  and  the  three  following  Books,  into 
ten  Volumes  each,  which  they  call  Kuen,  They 
opened  fom.e  of  thele,  and  defired  me  to  read  them  ; 
but  as  I  don't  underfland  Hebrew^  it  confequently 
was  to  no  Purpofe. 

Having  enquired  concerning  the  Titles  of  the 
reft  of  the  Books  of  the  Bible,  the  Ruler  of  the 
Synagogue  anfwered,  in  general,  that  they  had 
feme  of  them,  but  wanted  others;  and  that  there 
were  others  which  they  were  not  at  all  acquainted 
v/irh.  Some  of  the  Perfons  prefent  added,  that 
certain  Books  were  loft  in  the  overflowing  of  the 
Hoambo,  or  Tellow  River^  fpoken  of  before.  To 
depend  entirely  on  what  is  related  above,  a  Perfon 
muft  underftand  Hebrew,  otherwife  he  is  certain  of 
nothing. 

A  Circumftance  which  furprized  me  ftill  more  Is, 
that  their  antient  Rabbis  have  blended  feveral  ridi- 
culous Tales  v/ith  the  genuine  Fads  related  in  Scrip-- 
ture,  and  even  interlperfed  the  five  Books  of  Mofes 
in  this  Manner.  They  told  me  fuch  extravagant 
Stories  on  this  Occafion,  that  I  could  not  forbear 
laughing ;  v;hence  I  fufpedled  that  thefe  Jews  are 
TalmiidJjls,  wlio  pervert  and  corrupt  the  Senfe  of 
the  Bible.  No  one  but  a  Perfon  well  Ikilled  in  the 
Scriptures,  and  in  the  Hebrew  Tongue,  can  fct  this 
Afiliir  in  a  proper  Light. 

A  Circumilance  which  confirms  me  in  my  Sufpi- 
cion  is,  thefe  Jews  add,  that  under  the  Min-cbao^ 

^  *  Our  Jc-.vs  call  the  four  laft  Books  Veellc  Schemot,  Vaicre, 
Va  edaber,  and  Ellc-haddcbn;  i/n ',  a'l  of  which  arc  the  Infl:  VVorii, 
or  Wtrds,  cl'thofe  io\xx  Becks  of  ti.e  Pti-.taa'ach. 
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or  Dynafty  of  the  Family  of  Taming  *,  Father  Ft- 
lo'tey  that  is.  Father  Rodriguez  de  Figueredo ;  and 
under  the  Chin-cbao,  or  Dynafty  of  the  Family, 
which  now  fways  the  Sceptre  f ,  Father  Ngenli-ke^ 
that  is  the  Chrtftian  Father  Henriques,  whofe  Me- 
mory is  reverenced  here,  went  feveral  Times  to  their 
Synagogue,  in  order  to  treat  with  them.  But  as 
thofe  two  learned  Fathers  did  not  take  the  Trouble 
to  procure  a  Copy  of  their  Bible,  'tis  my  Opinion, 
that  they  found  it  corrupted  by  the  Talmudifts^  and 
not  pure  and  interpolated  as  before  our  Saviour's 
Birth. 

Thele  Jews^  who  are  called,  in  China,  Tiao-kin^ 
kiao^  whether  Talmudifts  or  not,  ftill  obferve  feveral 
Ceremonies  of  the  Old  Teftament,  Circumcifion 
for  Inftance,  which  they  fay  began  in  the  Patriarch 
Abraham^  as  it  really  did.  They  alfo  keep  the 
Feaft  of  unleavened  Bread  ;  have  the  Pafchal  Lamb, 
in  Remembrance  of  the  Ifraelites  coming  out  of  the 
Land  of  Egypty  and  their  Paflage  thro'  the  Red 
Sea  •,  obferve  the  Sabbath,  and  other  Feafts  of  the 
antient  Law. 

The  firft  Jews  who  appeared  in  China,  as  the(e 
related  to  me,  came  under  the  Ham-cbao,  or  Dy- 
nafty of  Han  X,  There  were  many  Families  of  them 

at 

*  The  Family  of  Taming  began  to  reign  in  Ch'ma^  in  1368, 
and  governed  that  Empire  276  Years.  They  loll  it  by  the  Ir- 
ruption of  the  Eaftern  Tartars^  who  pofleffed  themfelves  of  it 
in  1644..  According  to  Father  du  Halde's  China,  the  twenty- 
firll  Dynafty  named  Ming  (our  Taming  governed  the  Empire 
but  266  Years. 

+  This  is  the  Family  of  Tai-cim,  which  now  fways  the  Scep- 
tre in  the  Perfon  of  Cang-hi^  or  Cam-hi,  one  of  the  gre;iteil 
and  moft  powerful  Monarchs  that  ever  governed  that  vail  Em- 
pire. Since  the  writing  of  this  Letter,  Cam-hi  died,  and  was 
luccecded,  in  1722,  by  Tong  Tching,  his  fourth  Son. 

J  Of  the  twenty-two  Families,  or  Dynallies,  who  have  pof- 
fefled  the  Empire  of  China,  fmce  the  great  Hoam-ti,  that  is, 
from  the  Year  2697,  before  our  Saviour's  Birth,  *till  the  prefent 
Time  i  the  Famiiy  of  Han  is  the  fifth,    and  one  of  the  moll 

iilu- 
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aTfirft,  but  their  Number  being  reduced,  ther^  are 
now  only  feven,  whole  Names  are  as  follows:  Thao^ 
Kbu  Che,  Cao,  Theman,  Li,  and  Ngai.  Thefe 
Families  marry  one  among  another,  and  never  with 
the  Hoei-hoeiy  or  Mohammedans,  with  whom  they 
have  nothing  in  common,  either  with  regard  to 
Books,  or  reHgious  Ceremonies  *.  They  even  turn 
up  their  Whifkers  in  a  different  manner  f. 

They  have  but  one  Li-pai-fu,  or  Synagogue,  and 
that  in  the  Capital  of  the  Province  of  Honan.  I 
did  not  fee  any  Altar  in  it,  there  being  only  Mofes's 
Pulpit,  with  an  Incenfe-Pan,  a  long  Table,  and 
fome  large  Candlelticksjwith  Tallow-Candles.  Their 
Synagogue  bears  fome  Refemblance  to  our  Churches 
in  Europe.  'Tis  divided  into  three  Naves.  The 
middle  one  is  for  the  Table  of  Perfumes  or  Incenfe, 
Mofes^ii  Chair  or  Pulpit,  and  the  Van-fai-pai  or  Em- 
peror's Pidure  with  the  Tabernacles  above-men- 
tioned, in  which  are  preferv'd  the  Thirteen  Copies 
of  the  Chinkim,  or  Pentateiich  of  Mofes,  Thefe 
Tabernacles  are  in  the  Form  of  an  Ark,  and  the 
middle  Nave  is  as  the  Choir  of  the  Synagogue. 
The  two  others  are  for  praying  and  worlliipping 
Go  J.  One  may  walk  all  round  the  Synagogue,  in 
the  Infide. 

illuftrious,  in  having  given  27  Emperors  to  China,  and  governed 
that  Empire  426  Years,  from  the  Year  206  before  Chrift's 
Birch,  to  the  Year  220  after  it.  • 

*  As  Father  Gozani  fays,  only  that  thefe  Chineze  Jeivs  came 
into  China  under  the  Dyaafty  of  Hatit  which  fvvay'd  the  Chineze 
Scepter  above  two  H  mdred  Years,  before  and  after  our  Saviour's 
Birth  ;  and  docs  not  tell  us  under  which  Emperor  of  the  Dyna- 
fty  of  Han,  thefe  ye'vos  entered  China,  we  confequently  cannot 
determine  whether  this  was  before  or  after  Chrift,  a  Circumftance, 
which  might  have  been  of  ufe  towards  difcovering  the  Truth  or 
Falfity  or  this  Account,  of  the  Chineze  Je'vos. 

\  There  are  fome  Thoufand  of  Mohammedan  Famih'es  m 
China  ;  tiiat  Religion  having  been  tolerated  there.tive  or  fix  hun- 
dred Years. 

Vol.  ir.  C  There 
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There  having  been  formerly, (as  at  prefent)BatcheIors 
and  Kien-fens,  who  are  a  Degree  below  Batchelors, 
I  took  the  Liberty  to  afk  whether  they  worihipp'd 
Confucius.  They  all  anfwer'd,  and  even  their  Ru- 
ler, that  they  honour'd  him  in  like  manner  as  the 
Heathen  Literati  in  China ;  and  that  they  partook 
with  them  in  the  folemn  Ceremonies  perform'd  in 
the  Halls  of  their  great  Men.  They  added  alfo, 
that  in  Spring  and  Autumn,  they  paid  their  An- 
ceftors  the  Honours  which  are  ufually  offer'd  up 
to  them  in  China^  in  the  Hall  adjoining  to  their 
Synagogues  *.  That  they  indeed  did  not  of- 
fer up  Swine's  Flelh,  but  that  of  other  Animals ; 
and  that,  in  the  common  Ceremonies,  they  only 
prefented  China  Dilhes,  fiU'd  with  Viands  and 
Sweetmeats,  together  with  Incenfe;  making  very 
low  Bows  or  Proftrations  at  the  fame  Time.  I 
farther  afk'd  them  whether  they  kept,  in  their 
Houfes  or  in  the  Hall  of  their  Dead,  Infcriptions  in 
Honour  of  their  Anceftors.  They  anfwer'd,  that 
they  did  not  employ  cither  Infcriptions  or  Images, 
but  only  Incenfe-Pans.  We  neverthelefs  are  to  ex- 
cept fome  Mandarins,in  whofe  Honour  only  Pidlures 
are  fet  up,  under  which  the  Name  and  Rank  of 
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*  'Tis  well  known  that  the  Ji?/a//x,  were  inveighed  againft, 
as  tolerating  Idolatry,  by  their  permitting  the  Chineze  Converts, 
to  worfhip  Confucius y  and  their  Anceftors.     For  this  Reafon  they 
thought  it  neceifary  to  defend  themfelves,  which  they  did  in  a 
Letter  to  the  Pope,  the  chief  Purport  of  which  was  to  fhew,  that 
in  Cafe  they  did  not  indulge  the  Chineze,  in  the  two  Particulars 
above-mentioned,  the  Chrijiian  Religion  would  run  the  Hazard 
of  being  extirpated  out  of  China.     Neverthelefs  a  Decree  of  the 
Pope  waspublilhed  at  Nankin,  in  I707,  againft  the  Worfhip  of  I 
Confucius,    deceas'd    Anceftors,    ^c.      Now  may    it  not   be 
fuipefted  that  Father  Gozani  fpeaks  of  thefe  Jenvs,  as  conform- 1 
ing  to  the  Chinezc  Ceremonies    above-mentioned,  purpofely  to 
give'a  greater  Sanftion  to   the  Conduft  of  the  Jefuits\n  thacl 
Particular,  which  was  very  much  cenfured  about  the   Time  of  |^ 
this  Letter,  I  mean  in  the  Year  1704. 
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their  Mandarinate  are  cxprelt,  in  the  Tfu-tam  *  or 
Hall  of  their  Anceflors.  With  Ktgard  to  the 
Names,  by  which  they  exprefs  the  firfl:  Caufe,  I 
have  already  fpokc  concerning  it ;  and  this  you  will 
fee  more  diftindlly,  in  their  Infcriptions  which  I 
have  copied,  and  now  fend  to  you.  I  hope,  you 
will  draw  i^nie  iifcful  Conlcquences  from  them. 
As  to  their  Bible,  I  intend  to  borrow  it,  believing  I 
can  eafily  do  this,  in  which  Cafe  I  will  get  it  co- 
pied. If  you  defire  any  farther  Particulars,  pleafc 
to  fend  me  Word, 

/  am^  &c. 

J.  P.  GOZANI. 

P.  S.  Be  fo  good  as  to  obferve,  reverend  Father, 
that  thefe  Jeixjs  in  their  Infcriptions,  call  their  Law, 
the  Law  of  Ifrael^  TfcJab-kiao,  They  told  me  that 
their  Anceftors  came  from  a  Weftern  Kingdom, 
call'd  the  Kingdom  of  Judah^  which  Jojhua  con- 
quer'd  after  he  came  out  of  Egypt^  and  had  pafled 
through  the  Red-Sea  and  the  Defart.  That  the 
Number  of  Jezvs  which  came  out  of  Egypt  were 
fixLV  Vans,  or  fix  Hundred  Thoufand  Men. 

They  ipoke  to  me  concerning  the  Books  of 
Judges^  of  David,  of  Solomon,  of  Ezekiel,  who 
gave  Life  to  the  wither'd  Bones ;  of  Jonah,  who 
was  Three  Days  in  the  Whale's  Belly,  (^c.  whence 
i'tis  manifell  that  they  have  feveral  Books  of  Scrip- 
|ture,  befides  the  Pentateuch  of  Mofes. 

They  declar*d  that  their  Alphabet  confifted  of 
[Twenty-ftven  Letters,  but  that  they  only  employ'd 
[Twenty-two  for  ordinary  IJle ;  which  agrees  with 
^hat  St.  Jerom  fays,  viz.  that  the  Hebrews  have 
Twenty-two   Letters,  five  whereof  are  double.     I 

*  The  Original  is  Tahlettest    by  which  the  Author  mult  cer- 
linly  mean  Pidiues,  thouqh  the  proper  Word  is  T^bleaur, 
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alk'd  them  by  what  Name  they  call'd  their  Law  in 
Chineze  •,  they  anfwcrcd  that  it  is  call'd  Tiao-kin- 
kiao^  fignifying  that  they  abftain  from  Blood  ;  and 
that  they  cut  the  Sinews  and  Viens  of  fiich  Animals 
as  they  kill,  in  order  that  the  Blood  may  flow  away 
the  eafier. 

The  Idolaters  firft  gave  them  this  Name,  which 
they  willing  received,  as  it  diftinguifh'd  them  from 
the  Mabommedans,  whom  they  call  Tee-mo-kiao. 
They  call  their 'Law  Koo-kiao,  the  ancient  Law  ; 
ftien-kiao,  the  Law  of  God,  or  Law  of  Jfrael.  They 
don't  light  Fires,  or  drefs  any  Viduals  on  Saturdays ; 
but  prepare  on  Fridays,  every  Thing  neceflary  for 
that  Day.  Whenever  they  read  the  Bible  in  their 
Synagogue,  they  cover  their  Face  with  a  tranfpa- 
rent  Veil,  in  Memory  of  Mofes,  who  came  down 
from  the  Mountain  with  his  Face  cover'd,  and  thus 
promulgated  the  Decalogue  and  Law  of  God  to  his 
People. 

I  forgot  to  obferve  that  the fe  C^/«fz^  J^wj,  befidcs 
the  Bible,  are  poflcfled  of  other  Hebrew  Books,  com- 
pos'd  by  the  antient  Rabbis ;  and  that  thefe  Books, 
call'd  by  them  San-fo  *,  (if  I  miftake  not)  which 
are  fluff 'd  with  the  moft  extravagant  Stories,  com- 
prehend their  Rituals,  and  the  Ceremonies  they 
now  ufe.  They  feem  to  entertain  very  odd  No- 
tions concerning  Paradife  and  Hell.  Probably, 
whatever  they  fay  with  regard  to  them  was  borrowed 
from  the  Talmud. 

I  fpoke  to  them  about  the  Meffias  promis'd  in 
Scripture.  They  feem'd  greatly  furpriz'd  at  what 
I  faid  relating  to  him  •,  and  upon  my  telling  them 
that  his  Name  was  JESUS,  they  anfwer'd,  that 
mention  was  made  in  tiieir  Bible  of  a  holy  Man 
named  Jefus,  the  Son  of  Siracb ;  but  thac  they  did 
not  know  the  Jefus  whom  I  hinted  at. 


*  Our  Jefuit  fpells  it  San-tco. 


Such 


TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits.       21 

Such,  reverend  Father,  are  the  Particulars  I 
learnt  concerning  thefe  Chineze  Jews.  You  may 
depend  that  what  follows  is  Fa6l. 

I.  Thefe  Jews  worfliip  the  Creator  of  Heaven 
and  Earth,  and  call  him  -J/V;/,  Cham-ti,  Cham-tien^ 
&c.  as  is  evident  from  their  ancient  Pai-fam  and 
Paipiens^  or  Infcriptions. 

II.  'Tis  certain   that  the   Literati  among   them, 
pay  Confucius  thofe  Honours  which   the  reft  of  the 
Idolaters  pay  him,  in  the  Hall  of  this  Philofopher,- 
as  was  before  obferved. 

III.  'Tis  certain,  as  youyourfelf  may  perceive  by 
their  ancient  Infcriptions  which  I  now  fend  you, 
and  as  they  themfelves  have  alTur'd  me  unanimoudy, 
that  they  honour  their  Dead  in  the  Tfu-tam^  or  Hall 
of  their  Anceftors,  with  the  fame  Ceremonies  as 
are  employed  in  China  -,  but  without  Pidlures  *, 
they  being  forbid  the  Ule  of  Images,  and  of  every 
Thing  of  that  kind. 

IV.  'Tis  certain  that,  in  their  Infcriptions,  men- 
tion is  made  of  their  Law,  which  they  call  the  Law 
of  lfrael\  of  their  Origin,  their  Antiquity  and  De- 
fcent ;  of  their  Patriarchs  Abraham^  Ifaac^  Jacob ; 
of  the  twelve  Tribes  of  Jfrael-,  o(  Mofes  their  Law- 
giver, who  received  the  Law  contained  in  the  two 
Tables,  with  the  Ten  Commandments,  on  Mount 
Sinai  -,  of  Aaron^  Jcjhm,  and  Efdras  •,  of  the  Chin^ 
kim  or  Pentateuch,  which  they  received  from  Mofes, 
and  is  compofed  of  the  Books  called  Berejiih,  Veele- 
femothy  Faicra,  FaieJaber,  and  Haddebarim,  which 
they,  when  joined  together,  call  Taura-,  and  St. 
Jerom,  Tora. 

You  may  believe,  as  a  Truth,  what  I  told  you 
concerning  the  Time,  when  thefe  Jews  came  and 

*  The  Father  calls  thefe  Tablettes,  by  which  as  was  before 
oVferved,  I  fanpofe  he  can  mean  nothlnpj  but  PidurCr,  as  ap- 
pears particularly  by  the  Words  which  follow  Tablettes. 
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Settled  in  China  *  •,  and  every  Circumftiince  con- 
tained in  the  Infcriptions  before- mentioned.  As  to 
the  other  Particulars,  which  I  know  only  from  their 
own  Account,  and  therefore  inferred  them  merely 
for  Entertainment  fake;  you  are  to  form  fuch  Judg- 
ment as  you  plcafe  of  tlieni,  I  having  found  thtfe 
Jews,  by  tlic  Convcrfation  I  had  with  them,  to  be 
Perfons  who  are  not  much  to  depended  upon. 

*  Luokinp;  over  the   Dynafly  of  Ha/i,  in  Father  £fe  HalJe's 
Account  of  Cbhidf  I  tind  that  Liioupa»^,  or    Caotjouy  the  firll 
Empcior  of  that  Dynafty>  removed  .he  Court  to  the  Province  of 
Honan,  where  our  Jeivs  are  faid  to   be  fettJcd  ;    and  that  it 
continued   there    196    Year?,    under  Twelve  Emperors.     This 
feems  to  have  been  about  an  hundred  Years  before  Chriih     A- 
mong  other  remarkable  Particulars,  which  I  met   with   in   run- 
ning ovar  this  Dynafly,    one  i?,  that  Printing  is  faiJ  to   have 
been  firit  difcover'd  in  Chinuy  under  the  f-mptror  Fowti,  the  fifth 
of  the  Dynaiiy  of  Han,  jull  Fifty  Years  before  the   Nativity  of 
our  Saviour.     I  aifo  find  that  the  above-mentioned  Emperor  ex- 
tended his  ConquefliS  as  far  as  Bengal,  and  confequently  into  the 
Mogufi,  Country.  If  fo,  may  it  not  be  fuppofed  that  he  carried  our 
Chtneze  Jen.vs  from  thence  ?    Many  Perfons  being  of  Opinion 
that  there  were  Jenvs  in  the  Mogul  s  Country,     It  alfo  appears, 
from  th.s  Dynafty,  that  Hiaongai-ti,  the  Tenth  Emperor  of  the 
Dynally  of  //iv«,  died  the  fame  Year  that  Chriil  was  born.  'Tis 
alio  related  tha:  //--//,  the  Seventeenth  Emperor  of  the  Dynafty 
of  Han,  about  70  Years  after  Chriil,  undertook   an  Expedition 
into  Juclca,  call'd    by  the  ChineZe,    Tatjin.     But  may  not  this 
be  fulpcfted  to  be  a  Fiftion,  as  neither  the  Greek  nor  Roman  Au- 
thors mention  any  fuch  Expedition  ;    and  as  Jerufakm  was  ta- 
ken and  djftroyed  byTitut,  Anno  Dofn.  61.     But  after  the  moft 
careful  Perufal  of  this  Dynally  of  Han,  I  did  not  find  the  Cir- 
camll.incc,  which  occafioncd  me  to  look  into  it,  I  mean  the  firft 
Isntrance  of   the    Tiaokitt  kino,  or   Jeivf,    into    Chinas  which 
(fuppofing  thefe  Chiveze  Dyu^AWzs  genuine)  would  have  confirm- 
ed tlie  Relation  of  Father  Gozani.     However  as  the  Chineze  are 
faid  to  have  leldom  mentioned  any  Particulars  in  their  Annals, 
relating  to  l'"oreigneis,  this  Silence  of  the  Chineze  Annals,  with 
regard  to  the  Jt>i.vs,  will   confequently    not  impeach   the  Rela- 
tion of  Faliicr  G:,zfiiii. 


Remark: 
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Remarks  |  on    the  preceding  Letter  of  Father 

GOZANI. 

IT  was  thought  neccflfary  to  add   the  following 
Reflexions,  in  order  to  illuftrate  the  foregoing 
Letter. 

I.  The  Synagogue  fpoken  of  by  Father  Gozani^ 
is  very  different  from  thofe  of  Europe^  as  it  repre- 
fents  rather  a  Temple  than  an  ordinary  Jewiflo  Sy- 
nagogue. And  indeed,  in  the  Synagogue  of 
China^  the  facred  Place,  wherein  none  but  the 
High-Prieft  is  permitted  to  enter,  points  out  plain- 
ly enough,  i:he  San£fa  SanSlorum^  in  which  were 
the  Ark  of  Alliance,  the  Rods  of  Mofes  and  Aaron^ 
tec.  The  Part  fcparated  from  it,  reprefents  the 
Place  where  the  Priefts  and  Levites  ufed  to  meet  in 
the  Temple  of  Jerufakm^  and  where  Sacrifices  were 
performed.  Laftly^  The  Hall  at  the  Entrance  of 
it,  where  the  People  offer  up  their  Prayers,  and 
allift  at  the  feveral  religious  Ceremonies,  refembles 
what  was  antiently  called  the  Porch  or  Court,  atri- 
um Ifraelis, 

II.  The  Hebrew  Infcriptions  on  the  Walls  of  the 
Synagogue  in  China^  Ihew  that  the  Jews  of  that 
Country  pradice  the  fame  in  this  Refpedl,  as  the 
European  Jews  in  their  Synagogues.  But  the  In- 
fcriptions of  our  Jews  are  only  the  Initials  of  cer- 
tain Words,  which  compofe  one  or  more  Sentences, 
fuch  as  the  following,  exprefled  by  thefe  four  Let- 
ters, n,  2*  ♦*  ^  *,  During  Prayer^  People  Jhould  be 

filent  f . 

:|:  Tlhefe  Remarks  are  from  the  Jefuils,   and  annexed  to  Father 
Gozani. 

*     Schin,         Jod,         Beth,         He. 

t  n^Dnn,  nvt^^i.  nD%  npinti^,  schethikah,  japha, 

Befchahathy    Hatbephillah.     Silentium    pukhrum   eft    Orationis 
tempore, 
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III.  With  regard  to  the  Tents  or  Tabernacles  of 
Mje  ,  and  the  twelve  Tribes,  this  is  particular  to 
the  y^wj  of  Chiua;  nothing  like  them  being  fcen 
in  Lhc  Synagogues  of  Europe.  There  is  only,  on 
the  Eaft  fiJc,  a  kind  ot  Chell-  in  which  they  dcpo- 
fit  rhc  five  Books  oF  the  Law. 

IV.  Ihc  Imall  Books  pr^fcrvcd  by  the  Chimze 
Jews,  are  probably  the  Fifty- three  Sedlions  of  the 
Peiiiaccuch,  which  the  European  Jews  read  every 
Saturday^  one  after  the  other  in  their  Synagogues. 
They  divide  them  fo  very  exadtly,  that  the  live 
Bi  oks  of  Mofes  are  read  over  every  Year. 

V.  We  are  nor  to  wonder  that  the  Chineze  Jews^ 
fliould  turn  towards  the  Weft  in  offering  up  their 
Prayers,  bccaufe  our  Jews  turn  Eaftwaid.  The 
Reaion  of  this  Difference  is,  *tis  a  very  ancient  Cu- 
flom  among  the  Jews,  to  turn  in  Time  of  Prayer 
towards  Jerufalem.  An  Example  of  this  is  feen  in 
the  Book  of  Daniel  *.  Now  '  Jerufalem  which 
Hands  Eaft  ward  with  refpecft  to  Europe,  is  Weft 
with  regard  to  China,  Farther,  'tis  certain  that  the 
Temple  of  Jerufalem  was  fo  built,  that  the  Ifra- 
eliles^  when  they  pray'd,  turned  t'.>  the  Weft  •,  and 
pofTibly  the  Chineze  Jews  may  obferve  the  like 
Practice. 

VI.  The  Particulars  which  follow,  in  Father 
Gozani'%  Letter,  are  of  great  Importance.  We 
learn  from  .them,  that  the  Chineze  Jews  worfhip 
Gcd  under  the  Name  of  7lr>»,  or  Heaven;  and 
that,  in  the  Chineze  Language,  they  give  God  no 
other  Names  than  fuch  as  are  ufed  in  China,  This 
fliews  the  Error  of  thofe  Perfons,  who  have  pre- 
tended to  prove  the  Idolatry  of  the  Chineze  Na- 
tion, from  their  calling  God,  Heaven.  'Tis  well 
known  that  the  Jews  are  as  abhorrent  of  Idolatry 
as  the  Chriftians  themfclves.     If  therefore  the  Chi- 
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j/^z^  affixM  to  the  Word  *!/>«,  no  other  I(ic     th  m 
thit  of  tUc  material  Heaven,  and   worfhipp<  '   this 
vifible  Subibmcc under  that  Name-,  the  Jews  vvould 
never  have  allixed  the  Idea  of  the  true  God,  to  the 
fame  Word  lo!  fearof  paiTing  for  Idolaters  -,  but  have 
employed  fome  other  Term  for  chat  Purpofe.   Since 
therefore  x\-\[:Jcws  as  well  as  the  Chineze  Mohammedans j 
who  like  the  Jews^  acknowledge  no  other  Bi.ingfor 
the  true  God,  but  the  Lord  of  Heaven,  when  they 
tell  the  Idolaters  what  God  they  ought  to  worfliip, 
call  him  Tien  ;  'tis  a  Proof  that  the  Chineze  Idola- 
ters themfelves  underftand,  by  that  Word,  a  Thing 
different   from    the   material   Heaven.     'Tis   very 
common  for  the  European  Jews^  who  are  as  far  re- 
moved from  Idolatry  as  thofe  of  China,  to  life  the 
Word   Heaven,   in  fpeaking  of  God,   as  appears 
from  moft  of  the  Works  publi/li'd  by  them  *. 

'Tis  certain  that  the  Word  Heaven  is  a  figura- 
tive Expieirion,  fignltying  in  every  Language,  and 
even  in  facred  Authors,  the  Mailer  and  Lord  of  all 
Things -f;  and  as  the  CtofZ^  Language  is  more 
figurative  and  metaphorical  than  any  other,  'tis  no 
wonder  that  the  Chineze  fhould  employ  the  Word 
'Tien  or  Heaven,  to  denote  the  God  of  Heaven. 

When  the  Prodigal  Son  lays  to  his  Father,  / 
have  finned  againji  Heaven  and  before  thee  %  :  Whea 
the  third  Maaahee^  fpeaking  to  the  Executioners 
who  were  going  to  cutout  his  Tongue,  and  ftrike  his 

*  This  way  of  Expreflionis  fo  common  among  them,  that,  fn- 
fteadof  writing  tht^  whole  VVord, they  often  only  let  down  the  firft 
Letter  ClDti^,  Heaven^  i.e.  In  the  "Name  of  God.  Do  all  your 
W  h  in  the  Name  of  God,  i.  e.  for  God.  OlDti^  CJi^^.  Choi 
maafccha,  iheiou  le  fchetn^  fchama'im,  D.w''^  1*1"%  *1t£^>D> 
*^^u^*,3i;^*»  omnia  opera  tua  fant  in  nomine  cceli. 

f  The  ancient  Dodors,  as  Rabbi  E/iezer,  and  Rabbi  Jochanan^ 
had  employed  the  like  Expreflion,  as  i'everal  other  Doftors  had 
done  before  them  ;  they  affirming  that  they  learnt  it  from  their 
Fathers ;  ^'2,  Jl,  fchaninoUf  didicimus, 
J  Luke  XV.   19. 
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Hands  off,  fays,  *Twas  from  Heaven  that  I  re- 
ceived  them  \\ :  And  when  we  ouriclvcs  daily  hear 
the  Preacher  fpe-ak  the  following  Words,  Let  us 
implore  the  Ajjijiance  of  Heaven ;  we  certainly  figure 
to  ourfelves,  by  this  lall  Exprcfllon,  no  other  Be- 
ing except  God.  Wherefore  then  fliould  we  pretend 
that  the  Cbincze  mean,  by  the  Word  Tien^  fomething 
different.  As  therefore  the  Jcius  found  this  Word, 
at  their  coming  to  Chimi,  as  a  Term  ufed  to  ex- 
prefs  God,  they  confcquently  were  in  the  right  to 
adopt  it  *,  and  the  Miffionarie.s  and  Chriftians  ought 
not  to  be  accufed  for  employing  it  alter  them. 

VII.  "With  regard  to  the  Honours  which  the 
Chineze  pay  Confucius,  and  the  dead,  the  Cbincze 
Jews,  who  feem  to  be  as  averfc  to  Idolatry  as  thole 
of  Europe,  muft  be  firmly  perfuaded  that  they  are 
Ceremonies  merely  civil  and  political :  For  if  they 
imagined  them  ever  fo  little  fupcrilitious,  they  cer- 
tainly would  not  go  into  the  Hall  of  Confucius^ 
with  the  reft  of  the  Difciples  of  that  Philoibpher, 
to  take  Degrees  •,  nor  would  they  burn  Incenie  in 
Honour  of  their  Anceftors  *. 

VIII.  What  Father  Gozani  relates,  concerning 
the  Fidions  which  the  Chineze  Jews  have  added  to 
the  Scriptures,  ought,  one  would  imagine,  to  be  un- 
derftood  of  the  Glofs  rather  than  of  the  Text. 
'Tis  the  genius  of  tluit  People  to  invent  an  hundred 
ridiculous  Tales,  in  order  to  explain  certain  Paf- 
fao-es  of  Scripture  which  they  think  obfcure.  Thofe 
who  are  fond  of  fuch  Fiction  may  abundantly 
fatisfy  their   Curiofity  by  perufing  the  Chaldee  Para- 

II  Maccah.  II.  Chap.  ii.  7. 

*  The  Particulars  meyitioned  in  this  Vllth  Reflexion,  and 
fonie  other  above,  make  me  \i\{\^tt\.  this  Relation  of  Father  Go- 
zani;  and  induce  me  to  imagine  that  it  was  calculated  merely 
to  ferve  a  Turn,  as  was  obferved  before.  But  this  will  be  more 
fully  conftdered  in  the  IbUowing  Note. 
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phrafes,  the  Bcnfchith  Rahha^  and  Solomon  Jarchi's 
CoiTimentary  on  Genefts. 

IX.VVc  .ire  not  to  wonder  that  there  fhould  bono 
Akur  in  the  Synagogue  Ipoken  of  here,  for  as  the 
Jews  no  I(Miger  offer  up  Sacrifices,  and  are  not  per- 
mitted to  lacrifice  any  where  but  in  Jerufaleniy  an 
Altar  would  conlequently  be  of  no  ufe  to  them. 

X.Wht  1 .  Father  Goz^w/ fays  that  the  Hebrews  have 
Twcnty-lcvcn  Letters,  he  doubtlefs  included  in  that 
Number,  the  five  final  Letters  mentioned  by  St. 
Jerom^  which  (Iridly  fpeaking,  are  not  different 
Charaders,  but  a  different  way  of  writing  certain 
Characters,  by  lengthning  the  Strokes  at  the  end 
of  the  Words,  inftead  of  drawing  them  crooked, 
as  is  done  at  the  Beginning  and  End,  except  in  D, 
which  is  entirely  Jhut  *. 

Chaph^    Meifiy    Nun,    Pe^    Tfade, 

Father  Nvel,  to  Father  De  la  Chaizf,' 

ConfeJJor  to  the  King. 

Lima,  Capital  of  Perut  May  20,   1 705. 

Mojl  Reverend  Father^ 

AS  the  Englijh  and  Duub,  by  reafon   of  the 
War,    prevented    our  going    through     the 
Straits  of    Sufida  and    Malacca,  through  one    of 

which 


*  As  the  Relation  which  Father  Gozatii  hath  given  us  of  thefc 
Chineze  Jenvs,  appeared  to  me  very  curious,  I  was  determined 
to  make  all  the  Enquiries  pofllble  concerning  them,  and  not 
take  his  feveral  AfTertions  upon  Trull,  as  is  but  too  commonly 
done  by  Compilers  of  Travels  ar:d  others.  For  this  Reafon  I 
had  Recourie  to  all  the  Authors  whom  I  remembred  to  have 
treated  on  this  Subjeft,  and  ihall  here  give  the  Subllance  of  my 
Refearches. 

As  they^Tu/  in  queftion  firft  entered  China,  under  the  Dynafty 
of  Uant    thefe  conlequently  might  either  have  been  thofe  of  the 

grand 
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which  all  fuch  Ships  as   fail   to  India,    Eaftward, 
muit  pals ;  it  was  thought  proper,  in   order  to  fc- 

cure 

grand  Difpcrfion,  which  was  about  Seven  Hundred  and  Twenty 
Years  before  Chrill  ;  when   S/ya/mane/er,  King  of  JJfyrial  Suc- 
ceflbr  to  Tig/athpi/efcr,  took  Hojhea^  J^'ng  of  Samaria  Priibner, 
and  carried  him  and  the  Ten  'I'ribes  into  Captivity  :     Or  they 
might   have    been  of   thofe  Jeivs,    who   quitted  their   Coun- 
try after  the  the  Deilruftion  of  ycrujalemy  by  Titus^   Anno  Dom. 
61.     We  have  no  particular  Account  of  the  Difperfion  of  the 
Ten  Tribes  by  Shalmane/er,    whom  he  carried  firft  into  AJJyria  : 
but  be  that  as  it  will,  the  ^ews  have  made  a  confiderable  Figure 
fince  that  Difperfion.     EUadt  an  Author  mentioned  by  Bafnage 
in  his  Hiftory  of  the  yeivs.  Book  VII.  has  given  U:  t!ie  Hiftory 
of  their  Difperfion,  but  interlards  it  with  fo  many  Fid:ions,that  it 
falls  little   ftiort   of  the    Mythology   of  the  Greeks.     Benjamin 
of  Tudela  alfo  embellifhes  his  Work  in  like   manner,  and  de- 
fcribes  a  prodigious  Extent  of  Country,  of  which   he  pretends 
the  yenv'Jh  Nation  were  Proprietors,  though  we  have  only  his 
Authority  for  it.     Peritzolt  another  celebrated  ye^wi/h  Hirtorian, 
has  fixed  them  in  feveral  Parts  of  the  World,  for  Jnftance,  he 
fpeaks  of  a  Community  of  Recabites  in  the    Deiart  of  Lahor, 
and  beltows  a  Kingdom   upon  tiiem  in  the  Defarts    of  Arabia. 
lie  likewife  has  fettled  them    upon   the  Borders  of  the  River 
Gnngest  the   Farts  frontier  to  Bengal,    the  Philippine  Ifl^nds, 
t^c.     Lajlly,  He  has  planted  them  near  a  certain  River,  called 
Sambatius  or  Sambatien,  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  Emperor 
cf  JbvJJtnia"?,  Dominions.     If  'tis  certain  that  there  ever   was  a 
yctvi/h  Settlement  in  thefe  Countrie?,  we  might   naturally  fup- 
poft^  them  to  be  the  Defcendants  of  the  Ten  Tribes. 

But  to  proceed  to  Particulars  which  are  more  to  be  deppnded 
upon  :  Mention  is  made  of  yeivs  in  China,  by  two  Mohumme- 
ilan  Travellers,  who  vifited  that  Empire  in  the  Ninth  Century, 
as  appears  from  their  Travels,  tranflated  by  the  learned  Abbe 
P.enaudotf  an  Englijh  Verfion  of  which  was  publilhed  in  London 
1733,  8x'i7.     '  J'is  there  faid,  pag.  41,  that  in  a  great  Revolution 
which  happened  in  China,  Anno  Dom.   877.  occafioned  by   the 
Infurrcftion  of  the  Biachu,  an  Officer  under  the  Emperor];  Canfu 
one  of  the  moft  noted  Cities  in  China,  and  at  that  lime  the  Port 
Tcwn  for  all  the  Arabian  Merchants,  was   taken,  and   all  the 
Inhabitants  put  to  the  Sword  ;  and  that  befides  the  Chine'^e  who 
were  maffacred  on  this  Cc:?.fion,  There  perijhed  One  Hundred  and 
Twcv/y  7*/&o///zW  Mohammedans,  Jews,  Chriftian?,  and  Perfees, 
who 'were  there  on  Account  of  7roJfic.     Our  Arabian  Author  af- 
terwards obferves,  That  the  Number  of  the  Profeffors  of  thefe  four 
Religions,  fwho  thus  perif:>ed,  is  exactly  kncnjjn  ;  becaufe   the   Chi- 
nesje  are  extremely  accurate   ii?  the   Accounts  they  give  of  them. 
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cure  ourfelves  from  the  Enemy,  to  proceed  by  the 
Straits  of  Magellan  and  the  South-Sea, 

'Twas 

Thefe  Mohammedans,  where  mention  is  made,  pag.  84.,  of  the 
Ifland  of  Sarandib  [Ceylon,)  tell  us,  that  In  this  IJIand  there  is 
a  'very  ^reat  Number  of  Jews,  as  ixell  as  of  mayiy  other  Seds,  and 
even  Tanwis  or  Manichees,  the  King  permitting  the  free  Excrcife 
of  e'very  Religion.  The  Travels  of  thefe  Arabians  are  highly 
valued  by  Abbe  Renaudat ;  and  in  the  muin,  are  thought 
to  contain  authentic  Pnrticulars.  Pietro  del/a  Valle,  Parte  \\. 
fag.  81,  fpeaks  of  Jenus  fettled  in  Ifpahan  (thij  was  in  1620) 
and  informs  us,  that  one  of  them  was  put  to  Death  by  order 
of  the  Sophi,  in'vocando  fempre,  infn  all'  ultimo  fpirito,  il  nome 
di  Mofiy  calling  upon  the  Name  of  Mofes  with  his  lall  Breath. 

But  to  come  nearer  to  our  Subjeft,{as  mention  will  be  prefently 
made  of  J^envs  refiding  in  China)  the  learned  Mr.  The'venot  was 
very  foUiciious  to  know,  whether  there  were  not  fome  far  up  in 
Jndia,  as  appears  by  Mr.  de  Mer<veille^s  Letter  to  the  famous  Mr. 
Bernier  *,  who  anfwers  as  follows.  *  I  certainly  Ihould  be  ex- 
tremely glad,  as  well  as  Mr.  Thevenotf  could  there  be  found 
on  thefe  Mountains,  fuch  Je'ws  as  he  wifhes  for,  J  mean  feme 
Defcendants  of  the  Tribes  carried  away  by  Sha/manefr  ;  but 
you  may  affure  him,  that  in  Cafe  there  were  any  in  thofe  Parts 
anciently  (which  is  probable)  there  are  none  thereabouts  at 
Preltnt ;  and  that  all  the  Inhabitants  are  either  Heathens  or 
Mohammedans.  Poifibly  there  may  be  jfeivs  in  China  I 
having  lately  feenin  the  Hands  of  our  reverend  Father  +  the 
Jefuit  at  Delli,  fome  Letters  writ  by  a  German  Jefuit  J  at  Pe^ 
king,  wherein  the  latter  obferves,  that  he  had  met  with  fbme 
there  who  had  preferved  the  Jeixiifh  Belief,  and  the  Old  Tef- 
tament,  but  knew  nothing  of  the  Death  of  Chrift  ;  and  that 
they  even  offered  to  make  the  Jefuit  in  queftion,  their  Lakan 
provided  he  would  abftain  from  Swine's  Flefh.  However,  we 
meet  with  a  great  many  Footfteps  of  yudaifm  here.  The  firft 
is,  that  at  our  entring  this  Kingdom,  aftercroffmg  the  Moun- 
tain of  Pire-penjalcy  all  the  Inhabitants  whom  I  faw  in  the 
firlt  Villages  feemed,  by  their  Air  and  Phyfiognomy,  to  be 
Je=ws.     This  was  not  my  Obfervation  alone,  it  having  beea 

*  \oyzgts  de  Francois  Bernier,  Tom.  II.  316,  ^c.  at  Am- 
fterdam,  1732,   iimo.     This  Letter  was  writ  from    Cachemire 
in  1663. 

+  This  Father  is  called  Bufeus,  in  Renaudot's  Tranflation  of 
ancient  Accounts  of  India  and  China,  by  two  Mohammedan  Tra« 
vellers,  pag.  186. 

^  X  Ihis  was  Father  Ada.Ti  Schall,     See  ancient  Accounts  of  In- 
dia and  China,  pag.  i86. 
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*Twas  about  the  clofe  of  the  Year  1703,  that  Fa- 
thers de  Brajle,  de  Rives,  Hebrardy   and  myfelf,  fee 

out 

*  made  before  by  our  Jefuit,  and  by'feveral  other  Europeans.   Se- 

*  condly,  I  obferved  that  the   Word    Moufa  [Moofa)  fignifying 

*  MoJeSy  is   often  mentioned  by   the  Inhabitants  cf  tliis   City. 

*  Thirdly^  'Tis  generally  faid  among  them,  that   Solomon  came 

*  into  their  Country ;  and  that  this  Monarch  cut  the  Mountain 

*  of  Baramoula^  to  make  a  way  for  draining  off  the    Waters. 

*  Fourthly*  That  Mo/^j  died  in  Cachemirej  and   that  his   Monu- 

*  ment  Hands  within  a  League  of  this  City.     Fifthly ^  They  pre- 

*  tend  that  this  fmall  and  very  ancient  Edifice,  which  is  feen 

*  from  hence,  sird  (lands  on  a  high  Mountain,  was  built  by  So- 

*  lomont  and  that  'tis  therefore  called  Solomon's  Throne  to  this 

*  Day  :  I  therefore  am  inclined  to  believe,    that  fume  yeivs 

*  may  have  travelled  thus  far.     Thefe  People  inProcefsof  i'ime 

*  might  have  loft  the  Purity  of  their  Law ;    have  turned  Idola- 

*  ters,    and  afterwards  Mohammedans.     And    indeed,    we   fee 

*  great  Number  of  yeius  who  have  travelled   into   Perjia,  to 

*  Z«r,  to  Ifpahan,  and  into  Indojlan,  by  the  way   of  Goa  and 

*  Cochin.     I  have  been  informed,  that  there  are  many  in   Ethi- 

*  opiuy  who  are  brave  Warriors ;  and  that  fome  of  thefe  are  fo 

*  powerful,  that  a  valiant  Captain,  about  fifteen  or  fixteen  Years 

*  ago,  attempted  to  make  himfelf  King  of  a  little  mountainous 
«  Country,  of  vaftly   diificult  Accefs.     This  was  told  me   not 

*  long  fmce,  by  two  Embaffadors  from  the  Emperor  of  Ethio- 

*  pia  at  this  Court.' 

But  the  Author  who  has  writ  moll  to  our  Purj.'ife  is  Abbe  Re 
naudot,  he  having  drawn  up,  jin  Enquiry  concerning  the  Jews 
difconiercd  in  China.  This  forms  Part  of  his  learned  Commen- 
tary on  the  Ancient  Account  of  India  and  China,  by  t-zvo  Mo- 
hammedan "Tra-vellers.  Abbe  Renaudot  gives  it  as  his  Opinion, 
that  there  were  anciently,  and  are  at  this  Day,  many  yeijos  in 
feveral  Provinces  of  China^  particularly  in  the  Trading  Cities. 
He  relates  a  Story,  which  bears  a  near  Refemblance  to  Father 
Gozani''s  Account  of  the  Chineze  Je'ws,  for  which  Reafon  I  Ihall 
tranfcribe  it,  Renaudot  having  copied  it  from  Trigaut  de  Chrif. 
tiana  Expeditione  apud  Sinas,  a  Work  compiled  from  the  Me- 
moirs of  Father  Riccif  who  gave  us  the  firlt  genuine  Informa- 
tions concerning  China.  A  Jew  of  the  City  o/Cai-fumfu,  Ca- 
pital of  the  Province  of  Honan,  coming  to  take  his  Degrees ^  and 
bearing  that  this  Stranger  [Father  Ricci)  and  his  Companions  a- 
dored  one  only  God,  and  abhorred  the  Superjiitions  of  the  Idolatrous 
Nations,  and  the  Mahommcdans,  had  the  Cwiojity  to  pay  him  a 
Vijit.  Father  Ricci,  condu^ihig  him  into  the  Chapel,  he  there  faiv 
a  Figure  of  the  Bleffed  Virgin  ivith  the  Infant  Jefus  in  her  Arms, 
end  St.  John  near  at  Hand;  ivhcn  taking  them  for  Rebecca,  Ja- 
cob 
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out  from  St.  Malo  on  Board  the  St.  Charles^  and  the 
Murinet ;  thefe  two  Ships  being  ordered  for  Chiruiy 

and 

cob  ajid  Efau,  he  thought  he  hieiv   them :    And  after  the  fame 
■manner  he  guejfed  at  Sight  nvith  regard  to   Chriji    and  the   Four 
E'vangelifis,      Father    Kicci   fiit    fever al    ^lefiions     to     hitn ; 
and  by     his    Anfnjoers   underflood^     that     he     profeffed    the   old 
LaiJOt     and  acknoijcledged  hi7nfclf  an  Ifraelite  and  not  a  Jew  i 
Whereupon  the  Father  concluded  him  to  he  a  Defendant  of  the  leu 
bribes  carried  into   Capti-vity,    and  difperfd   o'ver  the   uttermofi 
Farts  of  the  Eaft.     Hejhcwed  him  the  Bible  of  Philip  II.  print- 
ed by  PJantin  ;  and  this  Jew  kneno   the  Hebrew  Cbara6iers^  but 
could  not  read  them.     He  related  that  in  the  City  ^whence  he  came, 
there  nvere  ten  or  t'wel've  Thoufand  Jewifli  Families,  ivho  had  a  good 
handfome  Synagogue^  <vohich  they  had  lately  rebuilt  at  a  confiderabU 
Expence :    That  for  fve  or  fix  Hundred  Tears  they  had  preferfved 
the  Pentateuch  Written  upon  Rolls ^  nvhicb  they  held  in  great  Vene- 
ration:  T'W  «/ Hamch^u,  Capital  of  the  Province  of  Ql[iec^\x\sing^ 
(Chekiam)  there  njoas  fill  a  greater  Number  of  Ifraelites  and  a 
Synagogue :  That  there,  iKcre  fame  alfo  in  other  Pro'vinces,  but  thai 
being  deftitute  of  Synagogues, they  nvere  greatly  decreafedin  Number • 
We  are  told  that  this  Jew  in  pronouncing  fame  Hebrew  Words  dif- 
fered frofn  our  manner y  as  in  Hierofoloim  and  Moleia.     He  i»-^ 
formed  them  that  fome  of  his  Countrymen  underftood^thxtw,  and 
among  the  reft  a  Brother  of  his  :  That  for  his  Part,  having  from 
his   Youth  applied  himfelf  to  the  Chineze  Literature,  he  had  ne- 
gleiied  the  other.     He  frankly  confeffed^  that  for  this   Reafon  he 
had  been  deemed  unnuorthy  to  enter  the  Synagogue, '  by  the  Perfun  tjuho 
nvas  chief  of  it  i  but  that  he  -was  not  very  folicitous  about  his  Exclu" 
fion,  provided  he  did  but  obtain  his  Doctor's  Degree  *.   This  Story 
refembles  fo  very  much  the  Relation  given  us  by  Father  Gozani, 
that  I  am  not  a  little  inclined  to  think  the  one  was  copied  from 
the  other.     Both  chufe  the  fame  Place  for  the  Scene  of  their  Ad- 
venture, I  mean  the  City  of  Caifum-fu.    In  both  (as  appears  by 
jibbe   Renaudot  afterwards)  the   Jefuits   who  were  with    thelb 
Chineze  Jtvjs^  did  not  underlland  Hebrevo.  But  there  is  this  re- 
markable Difference,  the  JevoSi  in  Father  Ricci*s  Account,  ex- 
cluded their  Brother  in  queftion  from  among  them,  becaufe  he 
had  conformed  to  the  Religion  of  the  Country  ;  whereas  thofe 
of  Father  Gozani  are  faid  not  to  have  had  any  Scruples  on  this 
Head,  but,  on  the  contrary,  conformed  to  it.     As  the  Accufa- 
tion  had  not  been  levelled  againft  the  Jefuits,  in  Father  ^/Vo's 
Time,  viz.   of  their  joining  with,    and  encour;iging  Idolatry, 
the  Jefuits  confequently  did  not  then  want  fuch  a  Sanction  as  that 
of  thefe  Chineze  Jetvs ;    but  as  this  Affair  afterwards  made  a 
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and  commanded  by  Meflieurs  dn  Cotidray-Peree,  and 
Fouquetj    both  Men  of   Abilities    and  very    well 

fkilkd 

great  Noife  in  Europe,  and  the  Pope  ftiongly  cenfured  every 
Compliance  with  the  Chineze  Worfhlp  ;  the  Jt  fuits  vtry  proba- 
bly judged  it  neceiTary  to  revive  tlie  Story  of  antient  yen.vi  in 
China,  and  to  draw  them  under  fuch  Characters  as  might  beft 
fuit  their  Purpofe. 

That  there  very  probably  are  Jeivs  in  China,  may  be  githe- 
red  from  what  has  been  faid  above,  as  alfo  from  what  follows. 
*Tis  generally  allowed,  that  fince  the  DeftruiiUon  of  Jerujalem, 
there  is  hardly  any  Country  of  our  Contintni,  wher.^  the  Jews 
have  not  been  Very  numerous,  belides  thofe  who  were  in  Peijia 
and  Egypt  before  that  Time. 

Beiore  the  Appearance  of  Mohammedifm^  there  were  whole 
Nations  of  them  in  Arabia,  as  may  be  proved  by  many  Para- 
ges of  the  Koran,  where  they  are  mentioned.  Tiie  Jews  were 
perfecuted  by  the  Chrijiian  Emperors,  and  efpecially  by  Herw 
cliusy  who  put  a  very  great  Number  of  them  to  Dcith,  becaufe 
(fay  the  Arabs]  he  was  admoniflied  to  bew.ire  of  a  circumciied 
Nation,  from  whom  lie  had  every  Thing  to  fear.  This  he  con- 
ftrued  of  ihejenvs,  not  dreaming  of  the  Arabs,  many  of  whom 
were  circumcifed,  as  were  after^vards  thole  who  followed  Mo- 
hat/imed't  for  all  iht  Arabs  were  not  fo.  This  drove  a  great 
Number  of  Jeijos  into  tiie  Dominions  of  Perjia,  where  fome  of 
them  have  been  ever  fince  the  firll  Captivity  :  And  Hiftory  in- 
forms us,  that  they  fomedmes  llirred  up  thofe  I  fiJel  Princes  a- 
gainft  the  Chriftitins :  But  they  afterwards  enjoyed  more  Liberty 
under  the  Mohammedans ,  who  never  dillurbed  them  in  the  Ex- 
ercife  or  their  Religion,  for  which  Reafon  they  multiplied  great- 
ly in  all  the  Provinces  of  the  Eail.  And  when  the  City  of  Bag- 
dad was  built  by  the  Khali/  Almanfar,  and  became  the  Capital 
of  tl  e  Mohammedan  Empire,  the  Jeius  fettled  there,  and  grew 
very  wealthy  and  powerful. 

They  thrived  by  various  Ways  ;  many  of  them  cultivated  the 

Sciences,  particularly  Philofophy,  Altronomy,  and  Phyfic.     O- 

thers  applied  themfelves  to  Commerce,  in  which  that  Nation 

had  ever  been  very  induftrious ;  and  fome  got  into  the  publick 

Revenues  and  Culloms,  as  Receivers  and  Inlpedors.  In  a  VVo.d, 

they  became  fo  numerous  and  powerful,  that  as   the  Chrijlians 

had  obtained  the  Privilege  to  have  their  Patriarchs,   the  Jinxis 

procured  almoft  the  fame  for  a  Chief  of  their  Nation,  whom 

they  called  Ra/k  Jaggola,  or  Jaggalut,  whence  the  Arabs  have 

their  Rafas  Jaluti  or  Prince  ot  the  Exiles,  who  exercifed  the 

fame  JunfdidUon  over  the  Jen^js,  as  the  Patriarch  did  over  the 

Chrijiians*  _ 
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fl;illed  in   Navigation.     December  26,    We    failed 
with  a  favourable  Wind,  which  in  a  Fortnioiht  con- 

vey*d 

'Tis  certain  that  the  Je^vs  have  fwarmcd  all  over  the  Eift 
for  many  Ao;cs.  Pcrfui  is  f  jll  of  them,  and  they  had  a  Syna- 
gogue at  Modahi,  the  anticnt  Selcucia  of  the  Fanhians,  out  of 
Vv'hofe  Ruins  Bagdad  was  partly  binlt ;  and  when  the  Je^jjs  re- 
moved to  this  new  City,  they  became  very  povvciful  ;  and  ob- 
tainv-^d,  from  the  ^«/;/},  fuch  Piivileges  as  differed  but  little  from 
thofe  indulged  the  Chrifiians,  '  Tis  very  likely  that  Tome  Re- 
mains of  the  ten  Tribes  cxifted  in  Upper  Afia.  We  are  afTured 
by  all  Authors,  b;''th  Chriftian  and  Mohammedan,  and  by  all 
Travellers  antient  and  modern,  that  Jcnus  have  bean  found  in 
Perfia^  in  Chorajfan,  in  the  Ma^^varc.lnahra  ;  and  ii:  the  Pro- 
vinces farcheft  remote,  and  near^'.t  bordering  upon  China,  as 
well  us  in  Africa,  net  to  mention  E'^ypt  where  they  have  always 
been  very  numerous.  Gulietmus  dc  lluhntquis,  who  travelled  \n~ 
10  1'ariary  \w  124.6.  tells  us,  that  about  tv.'o  Days  Journey  be- 
yond Derbnit,  in  \ii  vVay  to  Great  Tart^.,;-,  he  fcnmd  a  prodi- 
g.ious  Number  of  Jews  in  a  City  culled  >amaron\  nnd  he  men- 
tions an  inclolcd  Country  towards  th-j  Qal'tlan  Seu,  wh-ve  the 
Jevji  were  conlincd.  Carpin,  wjio  travelled  at  the  lame  Time, 
likewife  gives  us  an  Account  cf  fome  of  tiie  Jc^ws  of  'Tartary^ 
whom  he  calls  Brutacbcs,  or  Bafarqucs.  Tiiere  is  an  Edition  uf 
the  Travels  of  Rubn/quis  And  Carpi;i,  printed  at  Puris  in  1634. 
Anthony  Tenreyro,  a  Portugue'^te,  the  firil  who  travelled  from  ln~ 
dia  to  Etirope  by  Land,  whufe  Book  was  printed  at  Coimbra, 
Anno  Dom,  1560,  found  fome  Jews  in  Lar,  and  other  Per  fan 
Cities  in  his  Way.  Abulfeda  frequently  tells  u;-.,  that  there 
were  Multitudes  of  them  in  the  Indies^  particularly  at  Culayata 
and  Cingala,  as  alfo  at  Coulim,  according  to  Marcus  Panlus 
Veneius.  Nu-veiri  fpeaks  of  them  at  Msdain,  as  being  fo  pow- 
erful, that  Anno  Dom.  1 177,  they  had  a  warm  contell  with  the 
Mohammedans,  At  Cochin  there  were  J/'-lVS,  who,  according  to 
Diego  dc  Couto,  fpoke  the  antient  Tongue.  Great  Numbers  of 
them  were  fprcad  all  over  Malabar,  and  they  quite  peopled 
fome  Places  in  it. 

It  is  likewife  certain,  that  for  many  ^ges  pad,  they  have 
been  very  numerous  in  Perfia,  and  i.i  the  leveral  Provinces  for- 
merly dependant  on,  or  w,\y  belonging  to  it  j  and  in  all  Places 
where  the  Perfian  Language  is  fpoken,  as  it  h  in  almo.i  every 
Part  of  the  Doininiuns  of  thegre.t  Mogul.  Tlii^  is  coiuii'med  by 
the  Verfions  of  the  Scriptures  w}i:ch  lYiQjeqxs  liave  made  in  that 
Tongue,  whereof  the  Pentateuch  only,  v.;.ts  [n-;nted  in  Ih-b.-czv 
Characters,  d.\.Coiif:antinopli\  Anno  Dom.  1551  *, — In  the  v.h-jJe 

*  Ancient  Accounts  of  hidl^  and  Chtna.  ^t;?-.  sS;.  ^J  fee. 
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vey'd  us  to  the  Canaries^  where  we  did  not  caft  An- 
chor. After  nicctipg  with  very  tedious  Calms  un- 
der the  Equator,  cijring  a  Month,  we  proceeded 
in  our  Courll*  •,  and  continuing  our  Voyage  for  Three 
Months,  came  within  Threelcore  Leagues  of  the 
Straits  of  Magellan^  through  which  we  intended  to 
pafs,   into  the  South- Sea. 

*Twould  be  rxedlefs  to  give  you  a  Defcription  of 
thefij  renowned  Straits,  which  were  firft  difcovered 
by  Ferdinand  Magellan^  fo  famous  for  his  Voyage 
round  the  World,  in  1520.  I  chofe  rather  to  fend 
you  a  faithful  Map  of  them,  drawn  up  from  the 
laft  Obfervations,  which  are  much  more  accurate 
than  the  preceding  Ones.  We  had  already  failed 
into  the  firft  Canal,  lying  at  the  Entrance  of  this 
Strait ;  and  had  even  caft  Anchor  in  a  Creek  on 
this  fide  Gregory-Bay,  when  there  rofe  on  a  fudden 
fo  impetuous  a  Wind,  that  it  broke  away  four  of 
our  Cables  fucccfFively,  and  made  us  lofe  two  An- 
chors.    We  were  in  Danger  of  being  Shipwreck'd, 

if  the  Account  given  by  Father  Ricci  be  true,  we  may  conclude 
that  our  Chineze  Jli^'S  may  be  defccnded  from  the  ancient  Ten 
Tribes,  who  were  carried  into  Captivity  by  Shahianafer  :  And 
the  fame  may  be  inferred  from  feme  PafTages  in  Father  Goznni's 
Letter,  as  where  he  obferves  that  his  Chineze  Jen.<:s  poffefled 
feme  Booki  of  Scripture,  but  wanted  others ;  and  that  there 
were  others  again,  with  which  they  were  unacquainted  :  Asalfo 
%v}icre  thefe  Jt-MS  tell  Father  Gok^/?/,  that  tlieir  Anceftors  came 
from  a  Kingdom  of  the  Weft  named  Judaby  which  Jojhua 
conquered  after  his  coming  out  ^f  ^j,ypty  &c  ;  thcCe  yenvs  not 
mentioning  any  Incidents  which  ftiould  induce  us  to  fuppofe*  that 
they  knew  any  Thing  relating  to  their  Nation,  after  the 
Di-p-.rfjon  of  the  'Jen  Tribes,  and  confequenily  were  de- 
ffended  from  them.  To  conclude,  I  believe  we  may  fuppole 
with  great  Probability,  that  there  are  yc'ivs  now  fettled  in 
China  ;  but  whether  of  tiie  anrit-nt  Difperfion  feems  very  un- 
certain. And  witli  regard  to  Father  Go^^ani,  he  poflibly  may 
not  have  given  us  a  iaiti.ful  i<elation  of  them,  bat  reprefent- 
»rd  tiurjn  in  the  manner  lie  has  done,  merely  to  ferve  a  Turn,  I 
mean  to  Icffen  the  Odium  thrown  up(.n  his  Brethren,  for  their 
joining  in  the  \Vi.)ri]-iip   of  Covfucius,    that  of  their  dead  An- 
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but  Heaven, moved  with  our  Prayers  and  Intrcaties, 
was  fo  gracious  to  deliver  us. 

During  the  Fortnight  which  wc  ftaid  in   this  firfl 
Canal,  in  order  to  fearch  for  our  Anchors,  and  to  take 
in  Water  from  a  River  which  Mr.  Baudran  de  Bellcire, 
one  of  our  Officers  had  difcovered,  and  to  which  he 
gave  his  Name  j  I  had  the  Satisfa6tion  to  go  fbme- 
times  a-fhore,  purely  that  I  might  glorify  the  Lord, 
in  a  Part  of  the  World  which  has  not  yet  been  cn- 
lightned  with  the  Gofpel.     The  I^^nd  is  open  and 
flat,    but  interfperfcd  with  little  Hills.     I'he  Soil 
appear'd  good  enough,  and  fit  for  ploughing  i^c. 
'Twas  Very  probably  in  this  Part,  (the  narroweft  of 
all  the  Straits)  that  the  Spaniards^  under  Philip  II, 
raifed  the  Fortrefs  of  Nomhre  de  Dios^  when   they 
raflily  attempted    to    exclude    all    other.    Nations 
from  the  Straits  of  Magellan,    by   building    two 
Towns  there.  For  this  Purpofe  they  fent  out  a  large 
Fleer,   under   the  Command   of  Sarmiento,  which 
being  buffeted  and  difpcrfcd  by  a  Storm,  the  Cap- 
tain arrived  at  the  Straits  in  a  very  jnatter*d   Con- 
dition :    He  then  built  two  FortreffeSj  one  at   the 
Entrance  of  the  Straits,  which  I  take  to  be  Nombre 
de  Dios^  and  the  other  a  little  higher  up,  and  called 
by  him  Ciudad  del  Rey  Phelippe  *,  probably  in  the 
Place  now  call'd  Port  Famine  -|-  •,  becaufe  the  Spa-- 
niards  periflied  there  for  want  of  Provifion,  and  all 
other  Succours.     But  not  the  leaft  Footfteps  remain 
of  thefe  Fortrefles,    in  either  of  the  Places.     We 
did  not  fee  any  of  the  Inhabitants,  they  at  the  Ap- 
proach of  Winter,  always  retiring  farther   up  into 
the  Country.     But  fome  French  Ships   which  came 
before,  and  followed  after  us,  faw  feveral  of  them ' 
higher  up  the  Straits.     Thefe  affirm  that  the  Na^ 

*  The  City  of  King   Vhilip. 

•f-  'Twas  fo  called  by  Sir  7'^ow<7j  CuvemUjTy^  who  in  15?6, 
in  his  Paflage  through  the  Straits  of  Miv^eUan,  found  thac  moll 
©1*  the  Spanijh  Garrifon  were  ilarved. 
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tivcs,  who  appear  huniLine  and  tra(5biiblc,  are  gene- 
rally ftroiig,  tall,  and  tawny,  like  the  reft:  ot  the 
A<nmcaus.  I  fhall  fay  nothing  as  to  their  Genius 
or  Culloms,  bcinp,  firmly  determined  not  to  advance 
any  Thing  falle  or  even  doubtful.  I  was  afterwards 
told  when  I  got  to  C/v//,  that  the  Jefuits  of  that 
Kingdom  intended  to  {^o  the  firft  Opportunity,  as 
fu"  as  thu  Straits  o{'  Ala^ellan^  from  which  fomc  of 
their  Minions  are  not  above  an  hundred  Leagues 
didant.  Thefe  Fathers  will  meet  with  abundance  of 
CruiVes ;  will  be  obliged  to  bear  the  feverefl:  Rigours 
ot  ihc  ColJ,  be  forced  to  travel  through  frightful 
Dcliirt?,  and  to  follow  the  Savages  in  their  Jong 
liKUifions.  Such  JVIifTionaries  as  (hall  be  fo  fortu- 
nate as  to  accom[)lir)r  in  thefe  Parts,  what  has  been 
iutem[>tipf^,with  fo  much  Toil  and  Patience,  for  thefe 
hundred  Years  pad,  among  the  Iroquois  and  Ihrons 
\::'(  Canaday  mull  iirlt  have  gone  through  the  fame 
Difficulties. 

To  return  to  our  Voyage.  As  the  lofs  of  our 
Cables  and  Anchors,  did  not  permit  us  to  pafs 
through  the  Straits  of  Magella^i^  where  Sliips  cafl: 
Anchor  every  Night,  and  that  the  Winter  of  this 
Country  drew  near;  our  Captains  were  therefore 
determined  to  feek,  without  lofs  of  Time,  for  an 
eafier  and  fafer  Palfage  into  the  South-Sea^  by  le 
Maire*s  Straits.  Accordingly  we  weigh'd  Anchof 
ylpril  II,  1704,  and  two  Days  after  we  came  to  the 
Entrance  of  thefe  fecond  Straits,  and  paft  them  irt 
five  or  fix  Hours,  the  Weather  being  very  fine  *. 
We  coafl:ed  pretty  near  the  Shore  of  'Terra  del  Fuego^ 
which  feems  an  Archipelago  of  feveral  Iflands,  rather 
than  a  Continent,  as  has  been  hitherto  fuppofed. 

*  The  PnfTage  cf  thefe  Straits  is  fo  exceedingly  fliort,  ani 
that  of  t!ie  Straits  of  Magellan  fo  very  long  and  winding,  as  is 
plain  from  the  Maps,  that  it  is  furprifing  any  Ships  fhould  have 
pafled  through  the  S:raits  oi'  Magellan^  after  thofc  of  k  Mairi 
weredifcovercd. 

I 
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I  mufl:  take  Notice  by  the  way,  of  a  confi'lcrablc 
Error,  which  is  found,  in  both  ancient  and  modern 
Maps',  by  their  giving  Terra  del  I'nsgc^  which  ex- 
tends from  the  Straits  of  Magellan  to  thoK'  of  Ic 
Mairc^  a  much  greater  Extent  in  Lengtli,  than  is 
agreeable  to  Trutli :  It  not  beinij;  above  'I'lirceleorc 
Leagues  long,  as  we  found  by  the  moll  exadt  Sur- 
vey. Terra  del  Fiiego  is  inhabited  by  Savages,  v/ho 
are  lefs  known  than  thofe  of  Terra  Magellaujea. 
'Twas  called  Terra  del  Fuego,  on  Account  of  tlie 
multitude  of  Fires,  which  the  firll  Difcoverers  * 
law  from  it  in  the  Nidit. 

We  arc  told,  in  fome  Relations,  that  Don  Garcias 
de  Nodel  -]•,  having  obtained  of  the  King  of  S^ai}\ 
two  Frigates  for  making  Obfervations  in  thefe  new 
Straits,  caft  Anchor  in  a  Bay  where  he  found  feve- 
ral  of  the  Iflanders,  who  appeared  to  be  humane 
and  of  a  tradable  Difpofition.  According  to  thele 
Relations,  the  Barhariar  in  queftion  are  as  white 
as  the  Europeans^  but  they  disfigure  their  Bodies, 
and  change  the  natural  Colour  of  their  Complexion?, 
by  painting  them  in  a  groteique,  whimfical  man- 
ner-j-.  They  are  half  covered  with  the  Skins  of 
Beads ;  wearing  Necklaces  made  of  white,  fhining 
Mufcle-Shells,  and  a  Leathern  Girdle  round  their 
Waids.  I'heir  iifual  Food  is  a  certain  bitter  I  ierb 
which  grows  in  the  Country,  whofe  Flower  is  feme- 
thing  like  a  Tulip.  Thefe  People  alTided  the  Spa- 
niards to  the  utmoft  of  their  Power,  they  working, 
with,  and  bringing  them  all  the  Fifh  they  caught. 
They  were  armed  with  Bows  and  Arrows,  wherein 

■\  I  wiili  the  F:iiher  had  told  us  the  Year,  in  which  Don  Car- 
cias  de  N'j.Icl  was  in  th'.-fe  Pr.rts. 

4-  Some  Travelieri,  particularly  the  Dutch,  p;ave  ronnntic 
and  idle  Accounts  of  thefe  People,  as  that  they  wore  eleven  or 
twelve  Foot  hi<;h  ;  that  they  t:jio  up  whole  Trees  by  the  Roots ; 
threw  Stones  of  fo  valt  a  Size,  at  their  Boatij  that  they  wcto 
capable  cf  finkiiig  tUiii  i  :hat  they  were  A'lun  Eacen,  or. 
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they  fixed  Flints  that  were  well  enough  wrought; 
and  carried  with  them  a  kind  of  Stone  Knite,  which 
they  always  laid  on  the  Ground,  together  with  their 
Arms,  whenever  they  approached  the  Spaniards^  as 
an  Indication  that  they  trulled  themfelyes  in  their 
Hands.  Their  Huts  were  made  of  the  Branches  of 
Trees  interwoven  one  within  another  5  a  Hole  being 
left  in  the  Roof,  which  terminated  in  a  Point,  for 
the  Smoke  to  pafs  through.  Their  Canoes  made 
of  Barks  of  large  Trees,  vi^ere  tolerably  well 
v/rought  i  and  thefe  would  not  hold  above  fevcn  or 
ei^ht  Men,  they  being  but  about  twelve  or  fifteen 
Foot  long,  and  two  broad  "f.  Their  fhape  was 
pretty  much  like  that  of  the  Venetian  Gondolas, 
The  Barbarians  often  repeated  hoo,  hoo  \  but  whe- 
ther this  was  a  natural  Cry,  or  fome  particular 
"Word  in  their  Language  is  not  known.  They 
feemed  to  have  good  natural  Parts,  ?^nd  fome  of 
(hem  foon  learni;  the  Lord's  Prayer. 

By  the  way,  this  Coaft  of  T^erra  delFuego  is  very 
high.  The  Foot  of  the  Mountains  is  covered  with 
very  and  lofty  tufted  Trees;  but  the  Tops  of  the 
Mountains  are  almofl  always  covered  with  Snow. 
In  feveral  Places  tolerably  good,  and  fafe  anchoring 
is  found,  where  Ships  may  take  in  Wood  and 
Water.     In  our  PalTage  through  thefe  Straits  we 


i>    i 


f  Travellers  are  divijed,  in  many  Particulars,  in  the  Ac- 
counts they  give  of  thp  Inhabitants'of  thefe  Parts.  They  however 
are  univerfally  agree/,  that  thefe  People  are  very  brave,  but  not 
very  numcrouj.  That  their  Faces  as  well  as  Bodies  are  painted  ; 
and  that  rheir  only  Covering  is  a  Cloke  or  Mantle  made  of  raw 
Hides,  or  die  Skins  of  FilTi  and  Fowla,  tacked  together  with 
l^ieenGut;.  The  Wi-;)ncn  go  bareheaded,  but  wear  a  Piece  of 
lPen^^'Mn=>  Skin  to  covt\  their  Nudities.  The  Men  wear  a  Cap 
of  Featheis.  Their  \Veapons  are  Clubs,  Bows  and.  Arrowj, 
pointed  either  with  Paarp  Flints  or  Bones.  Their  Canoes  aj-e 
jTiade  out  cf  hollow  Trees ;  and  their  Nets  of  Guts  and  Si- 
jKws,thc  Fibres  oi  Barks  of  the  Trees,  and  iiich^like.  Their  Food 
is  Penguins,  Seal?,  V'enifon,  and  other  Game,  taken  either  at 
S;:n  or  on  Jjind.     Thfy  live  inHu:s  made  of  Boughs. 

difcovered 
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difcovered  to  the  left,  at  about  three  Leagues  Di- 
flance,  the  States  Ifland,  which  alfo  feemcd  very 
high  and  mountainous. 

To  conclude,  after  pafiing  through  le  Maire^s 
Straits,  and  coming  in  Sight  of  fome  Iflands  fpeci- 
fied  in  our  Maps,  wc  began  to  feel  the  Rigour  of 
that  Climate  during  Winter,  by  the  extreme  Cold  5 
the  Hail,  and  Showers  of  Rain,  which  poured 
down  inceffantly  -,  and  by  theShortnefs  of  the  Days, 
which  are  not  above  eight  Hours  long  ;  and  being 
very  dark,  feemed  to  form,  in  fome  Meafure,  one 
continual  Ni^i,ht.  We  now  came  into  the  tempe- 
ftuous  Southern  Ocean,  where  we  were  affailed  by 
furious  Gufts  of  Wind,  which  feparated  our  Ship 
from  that  commanded  by  Mr.  Fouquet,  Here  we 
were  buffetted  by  fuch  violent  Storm*!,  that  we  were 
more  than  once  afraid  of  running  upon  fome  un- 
known Coaft.  Neverthelefs,  we  did  not  advance 
higher  than  574  Degrees  South  Latitude  * ;  and 
after  having  ftruggled  almoft  a  Fortnight  with  con- 
trary Winds,  we  ply*d  to  Windward,  and  doubled 
Cape  Horne^  the  moll  Southern  Point  of  Terra  del 
Fuego.  We  here  obferved  another  Error  in  our 
Maps,  they  placing  Cape  Home  in  ^y  ~  Degrees, 
which  muft  be  a  Miftake ;  for  tho'  wea  dvanced  in- 
to that  Latitude,  as  was  faid  above,  we  yet  kept 
pretty  wide  of  this  Cape,  and  did  not  come  in  fight 
of  it ;  whence  we  conclude,  that  its  true  Situation 
is  56  4-  Degrees,  at  moll. 

♦  None  of  the  above  Straits  are  now  ufcd  ;  Ships  bound  to 
the  South-Sea^  Handing  away  to  the  South-Eaft,  till  they  come 
into  59  cr  60  Degrees ;  and  by  thai  Means  go  quite  round  Terra 
del  Fuego,  and  the  ieveral  Illands  about  it.  The  only  Difficulty 
they  meet  with  in  this  Ccurfe,  is  Mountains  of  Ice,  whicli  yet 
do  not  prevent  their  PafTagc.  The  Captains  Cc-vjIc;,  Dnnipier^ 
Rogers  and  Sharp  went  round  Cape  Horn,  and  by  that  Means 
faved  a  confiderable  Time  by  avoiding  the  Straits  of  Mot^ellaH. 
Some  of  them  advanced  as  far  as  Latitude  61  Degrees  •;■] 
Minutes ;  fo  that  the  Ship  on  board  which  Father  A>'.7was,  uij 
not  Hand  hx  encu^h  to  the  South. 
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As  the  greateft  Difficulty  in  this  Part  of  our 
Courfe  had  been  to  double  Cape  Home,  we  now 
proceeded  widi  greater  Eafe  -,  and  came,  infenfibly, 
into  more  gentle  and  pacific  Seas,  fo  that,  after  a 
Voyage  of  four  Months  and  a  half,  we  arrived  in 
the  Harbour  of  Conception,  in  Chili,  where  we  caft 
Anchor  the  13th  of  May.  In  this  City  is  a  Col- 
lege of  Jefuits,  where  our  Fathers  received  us  with 
all  pofTible  Demonftrations  of  Joy.  Conception  is  an 
Epifcopal  City,  but  neither  rich  nor  populous,  tho' 
the  Soil  be  fruitful  *.  For  this  Reafon  every  Thing 
is  much  cheaper  in  thefe  Parts  than  in  Peru,  except 
European  Goods,  which  fell  much  dearer  here.  The 
Houfcs  are  low,  ill  built,  unadorned,  and  not  well 
furnifhed.  The  Churches  fpeak  the  Poverty  of  the 
Country,  and  the  Streets  are  like  thofe  of  our  Vil- 
lages in  France,  The  Harbour  is  handfome,  fpaci- 
ous,  and  fafe,  tho'  expofed  pretty  much  to  the 
North  Wind,  at  leaft  in  Winter  and  Autumn. 
A  Week  after  our  Arrival  at  Conception,  the  Murl- 
iiet,  which  had  been  feparated  from  us,  as  was  be- 
fore obkrved,  came  and  dropt  Anchor  in  this  Har- 
bour ;  and  by  that  Means  removed  the  fad  i\ppre- 
henfions  've  were  under,  of  her  having  met  with 
fome  Dilader.  We  ftaid  at  Conception  no  longer 
than  was  necclury  for  us  to  take  in  fome  Refrelh- 
flients,  and  to  rcic  ourfelves  after  the  Fatigues  of 

*  This  is  one  of  the  moil:  ccnfuleralre  Cities  in  Chill.  Bc- 
fides  b'Mpg  the  S>'at  of  a  Biihup,  'tis  alio  that  of  a  Spci>-ij,b  Co- 
Vwinor,  Pud  of  n.  I'.-val  AiiJicnce.  Its  Bay  is  in  tlie  Form  of  a 
Crela-nt  J  the  Iil,:nc^  of  C'<i}i,'a  Maria  lying  before  it,  and  fcrm- 
irg  a  g''od  Harbour.  I'he  Town,  to  l,;indvvard,  is  cnccm- 
piiif/d  by  ildls,  which  rife  gradually  one  above  another,  atid  are 
phinted  witn  Vines  and  Fmic-uecs,  in  a  femi-circuiar  Fcni, 
the  Prcfp:.'i^t  from  tl.e  Sea  being  extremely  agiccable.  I'he  Town 
llandn  above  f;;rry  Mile  Irom  the  Sea,  and  yet  is  ricli  ;  and  a 
Very  coniiderabL-  Tj-ade  i..  carried  on  there,  it  being  fiiuarej  oa 
the  Ri'.'-.-r  Topc:abr;a,  at  wiudr*  Mouth  is  Vorlo  di  Val  Parad/cc. 
0,ir  Je.Liit  di&rs  from  mcil  otiier  Travellers  I  have  met  with, 
y/hea  he  dcclaics  tlie  inhablL.uus  to  bs  very  poor. 

our 
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our  Voyage.  Thus,  a  Fortnight  after,  we  failed 
for  Peni^  leaving,  at  Conception,  the  Mtirinet,  flie 
requiring  more  Time  for  retitting,  and  taking  in 
Refrefliments. 

The  firft  Harbour  in  Peru  where  we  caft  Anchor 
was  thcit  of  Arica  *,  in  about  1 9  Degrees  South  La- 
titude. This  City  and  Port  were  formerly  very  fa- 
mous, that  being  the  Place  where  the  Spaniards 
ufcd  to  lliip  the  immcnfe  Treafures  drawn  by  them 
from  the  Mines  of  Potcfi,  and  thence  carry  them  by 
Sea  to  LiiPa.  But  ever  fince  the  Euglijh  Privateers 
have  infeiled  thefe  Seas,  it  has  been  thought  fafer 
to  convey  them  by  Land,  tho'  at  a  greater  Expence. 
We  (laid  near  live  Months  in  this  Port,  and  that  of 
////(?,  which  is  but  thirty  Leagues  from  it,  and  has 
nothing  remarkable.  Our  China  Mifllon  engroflfed 
our  whole  Thoughts,  fo  that  this  long  Delay  ap- 
peared inexprefnbly  tedious ;  and  we  now  b-^gan  to 
fear  that  our  Ships  would  not  perform  the  Voyage 
to  C  .7.  The  moft  remarkable  Circumtlance  in  Peru 
is,  -I'lt  neither  Grain  f.  Hail,  Thunder  or  Light- 
ning, are  ever  feen  in  that  Couniry  ;  the  Vv'cather 
being  alv/ays  beautiful  and  ferene.  A  fontlierii 
Breeze,  which  blows  generally,  and  is  as  t\\ii  North 
Wind  in  France^  cools  the  Air,  and  makes  ic  more 
fupportable  i    but  Earthquakes   are  frequenr  here  ; 

*  Tliis  Town  ftands  loo  Leigues  NTorth-wcfl  o^  Poto/i.    The 
Town,   which  ir,  large,  is  iiiiiabiced  by  Spaniards,   Indians^  and 


'i'he  MfUbour  is  cood. 


f  The  natu'-ai  Caufe  of  liiis  perpetual  Drcujht,  is  thus  ac- 
counted for  by  Jarate  the  Spnui/'J  iliilorian.  lie  obferves  that 
the  South-welt  ^Vinds  blow  upcr  uic  Peruvian  Coa(l  all  t!ie  Year 
round  ;  nnd  tiie  C)cc;;n  is  called  Pacif.c^  becaufe  the  Winds  ne- 
ver diiiurb  tile  Warers.  Tnefe  cafy  Ci.iks  always  bear  away  the 
Vapours  iVoni  the  Pi  lin?,  before  they  cnn  rile  i:nJ  form  a  Body 
fiuTicient  to  defcend  iii  a  Shower  ;  hvX  when  they  arc  c:irried  far- 
ther and  Iiigher,  they  grow  n'.orc  coirpr.ct ;  and  at  Jen'.^th  fall, 
bv  their  own  V/cight,  in  Rain,  A  I'o^agc  round  ih:  Wcrldy  hy 
Vudiam  Bvtapji,  txi^r  :63. 
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there  happening  two  or  three  during  our  Abode  in 
thefe  Parts. 

After  making  fo  long  a  Stay  in  y^rica  and  Hih, 
we  failed  for  Lima,  and  caft  Anchor  before  Pifco  *, 
which  is  but  forty  Leagues  from  it.  There  for- 
merly flood  near  this  Port  a  famous  City,  fituated 
on  the  Sca-fhore  ;  but  it  was  ahiioft  entirely  ruined 
and  laid  wafte  by  an  Earthquake  that  happened  the 
19th  of  O^ioher,  1682,  on  which  Occafion  Lima 
•f  fuffered  alfo  very  confiderably ;  for  the  Sea  break- 
ing its  ufual  Bounds,  fwallowed  up  that  unhappy 
City,  which  the  Spaniards  have  endeavoured  to  build 
at  a  little  farther  Diftance,  and  a  full  quarter  of  a 
League  from  the  Sea.  A  large  and  beautiful  Col- 
lege, of  our  Society  flood  in  that  City  -,  and  ano- 
ther College  is  now  building  in  the  new  City.  As 
the  reverend  Father,  Redlor  of  Lima,  had  invited 
us  to  come  by  Land  to  this  Capital  of  Peru,  which 
flands  near  Callac,  whither  our  Ships  were  to  fail. 
Father  de  Brajle  and  I  went  thi^:her,  to  reft  ourfelves 
a  little  after  our  very  tedious  Voyage.  Our  Spani/h 
Fathers,  who  had  long  waited  impatiently  for  our 
Arrival,  indulged  us  the  highefl  Teflimonies  of 
their  Love  and  Efteem. 

Lima,  Capital  of  Peru,  and  the  ufual  Refidence 
of  the  Viceroy,  is  larger  than  Orleans,  The  Plan 
of  the  City  is  beautiful  and  regular.     It  flands  in  a 
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*  This  is  a  Port  Town,  and  the  Country  about  it  is  moun- 
tainous, but  the  Vallies  produce  good  Wine,  a  great  deal  of 
Wjiich  is  exported. 

f  'Tis  related  that  the  moll  violent  Earthquakes  ever  felt  at 
Zm^,  wcrj  in  1586  and  1687.  Wafer ^  who  was  the  laft  men- 
tioned Year  in  thofe  Seas,  tells  us,  that  his  Ship  felt  fo  prodi- 
gious  a  Shock,  that  he  imagined  they  had  ftruck  on  a  Rock  ; 
but  afterwards  founding,  he  could  find  no  Bottom  ;  and  as  the 
Water  they  took  up  was  mixed  with  Sand,  they  were  pcrfuaded 
that  the  Shock  proceeded  from  an  Earthquake.  We  are  told, 
that  Ships,  at  150  Leagues  from  Limay  were  fenfiblc  of  this 
jEarthquake. 


|-':i>. 


Plain 


TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits.       43 

plain  at  the  Foot  of  the  Mountains.     'Tis  watered 
by  a  fmall  River,  the  Stream  of  which,  tho'  fmall, 
is  yet  fwelled  in  an  extraordinary  Manner  in  Sum- 
mer, by  the  Torrents  which  rulh  from  the  neigh- 
bouring Mountains,  when  the  Snow  melts.     In  the 
Center  of  Lima^   is  a  large,  beautiful  Square,  on 
one  fide  whereof  ftands  the  Viceroy's  Palace,  which 
is  far  from  magnificent ;   and  on  another  are  the 
Cathedral,    and  the  Archiepifcopal  Pahce.     The 
two  remaining  Sides  arecompofed  of  private  Houfes 
and  Tradefmens  Shops.     The  fad  EfFedls  of  the 
general  Ruin  and  Defolation,  caufed  by  the  Earth- 
quake abovementioned,    are   fl:ill  feen  here.      As 
Earthquakes  happen  very  frequently  in  Peru^  the 
Houfes  are  not  built  very  high.     Moft  of  thofe  in 
Lima  are  but  of  one  Story  ;   are  built  of  Clay  or 
Wood,  and  covered  with  a  flat  Roof,  which  ferves 
as  a  Terrafs.     But  tho'  the  Hpufes  make  but  an  in- 
difi^erent  Figure,  the  Streets  are  handfome,  wide, 
Itrait  ;    and  interfedted,    at  certain  Dittances,    by 
crofs  Streets,  (but  narrower)  for  the  Conveniency  of 
Trade.     The  Churches  in  Lima  are  magnificent, 
they  being  built  according  to  the  Rules  of  Art, 
and  after  the  bed  Models  in  Italy.     The  Altars  are 
neat,  and  very  richly  adorned  ;  and  tho'  there  are  a 
great  number  of  Churches  there,    they  yet  are  all 
vaftly  fplendid.     A  great  Profufion  of  Gold  and 
Silver  is  employed  about  them  -,  but  then  the  Work- 
manlhip  is  not  equal  to  the  Richnefs  of  the  Mate- 
rials •,  and  the  Works  in  Gold  and  Silver  here,  are 
vaftly  inferior  in  Beauty  and  Delicacy  to  thole  oi 
France  and  Italy,     There  are  five  Houfes  belonging 
to  our  Order,  in  Lima^  the  chief  of  which  is  St. 
Paul*%  College. 

The  Port  of  Lima,  commonly  called  Callao,  xi 
but  two  Leagues  from  the  City.  'Tis  a  very  fafe 
and  large  Harbour,  it  being  able  to  contain  a  thou- 
iand  Ships.     Generally  about  twenty  or  thirty  arc 

ken 
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feen  lying  in  it ;  and  thefe  are  employed  by  the 
Merchants  for  carrying  on  their  Trade  to  C/&/7/, 
Panama,  and  other  Ports  of  New  Spain.  Some 
Ships  belonging  to  his  Catholic  Majefty  lie  there, 
but  they  are  unrigg'd,  and  only  rot  in  the  Water. 
The  Fortrefs,  which  is  a  ftrong  one,  commands  the 
Port,  and  has  a  great  number  of  Canuon,  all  of 
Brafs. 

Here,  reverend  Father,  would  be  the  proper 
Place  for  defcribing  this  famous  Kingdom  -,  for  giv- 
ing yoLi  a  particular  Account  of  its  Government, 
antientand  modern,  and  its  Mines  fo  famous  through- 
out all  Europe  -,  as  likewife  its  Qualities,  the  Man- 
ners of  the  Inhabitants,  and  the  Fruits  and  Plants 
peculiar  to  Peru ;  but  as  the  doing  of  this  would 
require  more  Time,  and  much  more  Abilities  than 
I  am  Mafter  of,  you'll  be  fo  good  as  to  be  fatislied 
with  what  I  here  fend  you  *. 

We 

*  Captain  Betagh  having  given  a  Defcription  of  thofe  Parts, 
in  a  Talie  and  Manner  very  different  from  tlioie  with  which  the 
Jefuits  favour  us,    I  fliall  give  fome  Extradls  from  him  ;   Lima 
(fays  he)   is  the  Metropolis  of  Feru,  and  the  Seat  of  tin  Archbi- 
iTiop.     'Tis  a  regular  built  City,  the  Streets  being  all  flrait  and 
fpacious  ;  fo  that  you  go  through  it  almolt  every  Way  without 
turning   a    Corner.       'Tis    compofed  of    little   Squares,    and 
Hands  in  an  open  Vale,  having  only  a  gentle   S:ream  to  water 
it ;  and  whicli  divides  it  as  the  Thames  does  London  from  South- 
ivark,  allowing  for  the  great  Difproportion.     The  Port  of  Li- 
jna  is  Callao,  fevcn  Miles  below  it.     The  Houfes  are  only  One 
Story  high,  of  twelve  or  fourteen  Foot,  becaufe  of  the  frequent 
Earthquakes  in  that  Country.     There  are  about  eight  Parifhes, 
three  Colleges  for  Students,  twtnty-eight  Monafteries  for  Friars, 
and  thirteen  Monafleries  of  Nuns;   {'o  that  the  Religious  take  up 
a  fourth  Part  of  the  City.     However,  by  the  eafy  flow  of  Mo- 
ney, and  the  v.-Jt  Sums  bequeathed,  they  are  all  well  endowed 
and  funportcd.    There  alfo  are  two  Ilofpitals  for  the  fick,  poor, 
and  diiabled,  in  which  federal  of  cur  Aien  were  kindly  looked 
after.     The  Lcngdi  of  the  City    from  North  to   South  is  two 
Miles  *i  the£r(.a-th  cn^       d  a  half;  the  Wall,  with  the  Ri- 
ver, 

*  /»  M/'.  Salmon,  "'tis  /aid to  he  four  Miles  in  Length,  and  tv:'i 
in  Breadth.     Modern  F.ilory,  Vol.  111.  pag."  27c, 
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We  now  had  repofed  oiirfelves  fome  Months  in 
Lima^  when  our  Captains  told  us,  that  being  una- 
ble 


Creolians. 
Mulattos. 
Mcjiizos. 
^uartron  Negros. 
^uartron  Indians. 
Sambo  de  Mulatta. 
Sambo  de  hidian. 
The  Iflue   of  Sambo 


ver,  making  a  Circumference  of  fix  Miles.  On  the  Eaft  Side 
of  the  Stream  lies  the  other  Part  of  the  City,  being  joined  by  z 
very  handfcme  Stone  Bridge  of  five  or  feven  Arches. 

I  compute  that  there  are  now  fixty  or  feventy  thoufand  Per- 
fons  in  Lima^  all  Sorts  and  Colours  included ;  and  I  don't  won- 
der at  any  Multiplic.ition  in  a  City  which  is  the  Center  of  fo 
much  Affluence  and  Pleafure.  For  befides  the  natural  Incrcafe 
of  the  Inhabitants,  all  Ships  which  trade  that  Way,  whether 
private  or  public,  generally  le.v^  fome  Deferters  who  chufe  to 
Hay  behina,  becaufe  oft!.  ■::.  ragement  which  all  white  Faces 
meet  with. 

The  Inhabitants  are  thus  diftinguifti'' 
Spaniards.     Natives  of  Old  Spain. 

Born  in  America  of  white  Parents. 
Ifluc  of  White  and  Negro. 
Iffue  of  White  and  Indian. 

Born  of  White  and  Mulatto. 
Bom  of  White  and  MeHizo. 
Negro  and  Mulritto. 
Negro  and  Indian. 

Mulatta  and  Satnho  Indian  are  called 
Ci'veros.  They  are  thought  to  have  the  worll  inclinations  und 
Principles,  and  when  known  are  banifhed  the  Kingdom  *. 

Hence  proceed  cr.dlefs  Denominations  according  to  the  Variety 
of  Mixture  ;  and  fome  People  make  it  a  Science  to  know  the 
Multiplicity  of  Call  s,  and  to  give  them  a  Name  ;  but  the  a- 
bovementioned  are  the  Principal.  'Tis  thought  creditable  to 
mend  the  Breed,  by  afcending  or  growing  whiter;  But  a  Def- 
cent  or  Calle  the  other  Way  is  called  Saltatrasy  from  Saltare 
retro,  to  leap  backward  ;  and  is  looked  upon  as  fcandalouo,  and 
the  being  bafe-born. 

Of  all  Parts  in  the  World,  the  People  here  are  the  moH  ex- 
penfivc  in  their  Habiu.  The  Men  drefs  as  in  England,  their  Coats 
being  madeeiiherof  Silk  or  fine  ^'//^/iA?' Cloth,  and  Hair-Camblets 
embroidered  or  laced  with  Gold  and  Silver  ;  and  their  Waill. 
coats  commonly  of  the  bell  Brocades.  The  Women  never  wear 
Hoops  or  Stays,  only  a  Hitched  Holland  Jacket  next  their  Shifts. 
They  generally  throw  over  their  Shoulders  a  iquare  Piece  of 
Swan  skin  Flannen,  entirely  covered  with  Flanders  Lace,  beiuies 

the 

*  ""Tis  highh  H'^j'ijl,  to  hamJJj  all  fuch  in  general,  and  net 
limit  this  Punijhmeat  to  thoje  onh  ^:ho  7noy  ha've  committed  fotiit 
Guilt,     bcj  cut  9r  Colour  arc  fnrely\  in  themjilvcs,  no  Crimes^ 
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ble  to  fail  any  farther,  they  were  indiTpenfably  ob- 
liged to  return  to  France,     This  Relblution  did  rot 

fiirprizc 

the  Silver  or  Cold  Lace  round  the  Petticoat.  When  they  walk 
out,  the  Creolian  Women  are  veiled,  but  not  the  Muiattm,  dntJ 
they  wear  no  Hcad-cloaths  till  the  Age  of  thirty  or  forty,  their 
Hair  being  tied  behind  with  Ine  Ribbons.  But  the  I'nde  of 
both  Sexes  appears  chiefly  in  Mechlin  and  BruJJ'eh  Lace,  with 
which  they  trim  their  Linen  in  a  moft  extravagant  Manner,  not 
omiiting  even  their  Sheets  and  Pillows.  Befides  the  covering  of 
the  Mantle  abovementioned,  ihCir  Linen  is  '.'oubly  bordered  with 
it  at  Top  and  Bottom,  with  PmIH  s  of  four  or  five  Furbelows 
hanging  down  to  the  Knee.  Then  as  to  Pearls  ahd  coftly  Stones, 
which  thsy  wear  in  Rings  and  Bracelets  for  the  Neck  r,nd  Anns, 
they  arc  very  immoderate  ;  tho'  the  Value  is  hardly  equal  to  thd 
Appearance. 

Of  all  :h^  Convents  in  lAma^  that  of  St.  Domingo  is  the 
richcll.  I  was  prefent  at  the  Eleilicn  of  a  Provincial  or  Go- 
vernor or  the  Dominicans.  A  large  triumphal  Arch  was  built 
crofs  the  Sireet  ;  i\\q  Infide  lined  with  Scarlet  Cloth  and  Velvet, 
and  hung  all  over  with  Jewels  and  Wrought  Plate.  Thro'  this 
Arch  the  principal  People  of  Li7na  pall,  with  the  new  Provin- 
cial at  their  Head,  he  flopping  to  hear  a  ihort  O  n  fpoke  by 
a  Girl  on  that  Occafion ;  and  then  proceeded  to  his  Convent  in 
order  to  finifh  the  Solemnity.  The  Proceflions  in  Lima  are  made 
with  greater  Pageantry  and  Shew  than  thofe  of  Europe.  Many 
Fireworks  are  played  oft*  on  thofe  Occafions,  and  the  Managers 
of  our  Playhoufes  might  take  many  good  Hints  from  their  Ma- 
chinery, 6'r. 

The  Viceroy's  Salary  is  ten  thoufand  Pounds  Sterling  a 
Year,  and  his  Perquifites  twice  the  Sum.  All  Places  are  in  his 
Gift,  both  in  the  Government  and  in  the  Army  throughout 
Po;/,  uniefj  particular  Perfons  are  fent  and  nominated  by  the 
King.  The  judicial  Court  confifts  of  twelve  Judges,  not  to  men- 
tion mferior  Officer?,  Council  and  Solicitors.  Here  all  Caufes 
ought  to  be  determined  ;  but  they  often  are  decided  befcrehand 
in  favour  of  the  Party  who  gives  molt  Money.  Tho'  this  wide- 
extended  Country  abounds  in  Riches,  yet  there  is  not  abundance 
of  Work  for  the  Lawyers,  the  Statutes  being  few  and  plain  ;  a 
very  happy  Circumitance  for  the  People. 

Yet  in  Peru  there  are  Corrcgidors  or  Magiftrates  in  Diftrif^s 
from  Lima^  who  find  Wnys  and  Means  to  opprefs  the  Poor  In- 
dians^ notwithllanding  they  are  perjured  if  they  trade  with  them. 
The  poor  People  live  chiefly  by  Husbandry  and  by  working  in 
the  Mines;  and  the  Spanijh  Court  have  found  itneceflary  to  for- 
bid the  Concgidois  trading  with  them,  in  order  to  fecnre  them 
the  quiet  Polieliion  ot  the  Fruits  of  their  Labour.    To  f  lude  this 
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furprize  us  in  any  Manner.      Thofe  Commanders 
had  their  Reafons  for  going  back;   however,  we 

were 

Oath,  another  Perfon  procures,    underhand,  a  Parcel  of  EurO' 
featt  Goods,  and  difperles  them  among  the  Indiani,  who,  tho* 
they  want  none  of  them,  muft  buy  them  at  three  or  four  hun- 
dred per  Cent,  more  than  prime  Coft  j    a  Time  being  fixed  for 
the  Payment  of  the  Money.     Thefe  Hardfliips  are  part  retriev- 
ing, becaufe  every  Magiilrate  knows  his  Reign  is  but  fliort,  and 
if  he  does  not  make  a  Fortune  he  is  laughed  at.     They  there- 
fore wink  at  one  another  ;  and  as  the  Diftance  between  Peru  and 
Spain  is  fo  great,    the  King's  Orders  are  feldom  regarded,  it 
taking  up  two  Years  to  go  backwards  and  forwards,  which  gives 
Occafion  for  many  clandeftine  Ads :    For  the  King,  according 
to  Law,  ought  to  have  a  twentieth  Part  of  all  the  Gold,  and  a 
fifth  Part  of  all  the  Silver  ;  but  there  are  vaft  Quantities  that 
never  pay  Duty,  which  are  carried  privately  over  the  Continent 
the  North  Way,  as  well  as  Southward  by  trading  Ships.    And 
tho'  prodigious  Sums  are  allowed  for  the  Militia,  Garrifons,  and 
Repairs  of  Fortifications,    yet  half  of  them  are  not  applied 
Hence  we  may  conclude,    that  immenfe  Sums  would  come  inio 
the  Treafury  at  Madrid^  if  his  Catholic  Majefty  was  but  faith- 
fully ferved. 

The  Country  in  Veru  is  naturally  fubjeft  to  Earthquakes,  but 
notwithftanding  the  Parts  near  the  Coafts  have  fuffered  greatly 
by  them,  yet  the  Churches  are  pretty  lofty,  and  neatly  built. 
That  Part  of  the  Building  which  requires  moll  Strength  is  ge- 
nerally finifhed  with  burnt  Bricks ;  but  their  Houfes  are  all  built 
of  Bamboo  Canes,  and  Bricks  dried  only  by  the  Weather,  which 
are  durable  enough  becaufe  it  never  rains.     I'he  Covering  is  a 
Matting  with  Aflies  upon  it,  to  keep  out  the  Dews,  this  being 
the  only  Wet  they  have.     One  would  expedl  it  much  hotter  here* 
abouts  than  it  is,  there  being  no  Proportion   between  the  Heat 
of  this  Climate  in  America^  and  the  fame  Degree  of  Latitude  in 
Africa,  and  for  thefe  two  Reafons  j  firft,  the  cool  Temperature 
of  the  Air,  proceeding  from  the  congealed  Snow  on  the  Moun- 
tains, which  diffufes  itfelf  every  way  ;  and  fecondly,  the  humi- 
dity of  the  Vapours  that  hang  over  the  Plains,  and  which  are 
fo  frequent,  that  when  I  firll  came  to  Lima  I  often  expefted   it 
would  rain.     Thefe  Vapours  are  not  fo  coarfe,  nor  fo  low  as  our 
Fogs,  nor  feparated  above  like  our  Summer  Clouds ;  bat  an  Ex- 
halation between  both,  being  fpread   quite  round,  as  when  we 
fay  the  Day  is  overcaft  :  So  that  fometimes  a  fine  Dew  is  ft-Ic  up- 
on the  outward  Garments,  and  dilcerncd  by  the  Eye  upon  the 
Nap  of  the  Cloth.     *Tis  a  great  Ha^^pinefs   for   the  People  of 
Lima  to  be  thus  fcreened,  one   half  of  the  Day  from  tiio   Sun  ; 
and  though  the  Afternoon  be  Sun-fliiiic,  'tis  )  er.  very  tolerable, 
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were  iir/ler  the  p;i\aten:  Concern,  fince  we  tlierel)/ 
faw  ouriclves  iVutlrated,  ac  Icaft  for  a  Time,  of  our 

fondeft 


beinj^  mixt  with  the  S  a- breezes,  and  not  near  (o  hot  as  In  Li/- 
f>on,  and  iumc  Parts  of  .^"/-^!/«,  wiiich  are  Tliirty  Degrees 
farthi-r  hoin  tlic  r,']urit(/r. 

The  vv:!nt  oi"  Rain  in  this  Part  of  the  Continent  obliged  the 
poor  but  happy  Av//"///,  bef.  re  thi-y  were  conqucieil,  to  make 
DraiiKs  and  Laiials  lor  bnnjMng  down  VVa'ier  i.-oin  the  dilUint 
Mountains;  and  fliis  thfy  have  done  with  fLn;li  great  Pains  and 
Skill,  that  the  Vallies  are  kindly  rcfrLflied,  producing  Cjrafs, 
Corn  and  Variety  of  I'rni-s;  to  which  the  JJews  above-men- 
tioned,  may  alio  contribute  in  fome  little  Meailire. 

They  have  Plenty  of  Cuttle,  Fowl  and  Fifn,  and  all  Provi- 
fions  common  to  u;;,  Butter  excepted,  inltcad  of  which  they  al- 
ways ufe  Lard.  They  have  Oil,  Wmc  and  Brandy,  but  not  fo 
good  as  in  Europe.  'I'hcy  drink  mucli  of  the  Jefuits  Herb  Ca- 
inini,  brouglit  from  Paraguay  by  Land,  all  Eajl-India  Tea 
being  proliibited.  They  make  a  Dtcodion  of  it,  and  fuck  it 
througii  a  Pipe  cr  Quill.  '  i  is  g>  ncrally  called  Muitca  here,  be- 
ing tlie  Nume  of  the  Bowl  oat  of  whicli  they  drink  it.  Cho- 
colate is  their  ufual  Brcakfdl,  and  a  grace  Cun  a!'tcr  Dinner. 
Sometime:  they  drink  a  Glafs  of  Brandy  for  Digefcion,  but 
fcarce  any  Wine  at  all.  In  the  Kingdom  of  Chili  they  make  a 
little  Butter,  fuch  as  it  is,  and  their  manner  of  making  it  is  re- 
markable. The  Cream,  is  put  into  a  Sheep- skin,  llript  off 
whole,  and  kept  for  that  Purpofe :  After  tying  the  Ends 
fait,  two  Women  lay  it  on  a  Table,  and  fliake  and  foufe  it  be- 
tween them  'till  it  comes. 

Tho'  the  Spaniards  are  no  Friends  to  the  Bottle,  Gallantry 
and  Intrigue  are  here  brought  to  Perfeclion,  they  devoting  lb 
much  of  their  Time  to  the  Service  of  the  Fair,  that  ?'civa  fcems 
to  keep  her  Court  here.  *Tis  thought  unpolite  not  to  keep  a 
Millrcf?,  and  fcandalous  not  to  maintain  her  handfomely.  The 
Women  have  many  Accomplifliments,  both  natural  and  ac- 
quired :  Their  Converfation  is  fice  and  fprightly,  their  Motion 
graceful,  their  Looks  winning,  and  their  Speech  and  Words  en- 
gaging. I'hey  all  have  a  delicate  Shape,  not  injured  by  llifT- 
bodied  Stays,  but  left  to  the  Beauty  of  Nature  ;  fo  that  a  crook- 
ed Perfon  is  never  feen  among  them.  Their  Eyes  and  7'ceth  are 
particularly  excellent,  and  tiieir  Hair  being  generally  cf  a  dark, 
polilbed  Hue,  is  Hnely  combed,  and  platted  and  tied  beiiind  with 
Ribbons,  but  never  difguifed  by  Powder  ;  for  the  Bnj^htnefs  cf 
their  Skin  round  the  l  emples,  appears  very  >v«ll  fljudcd  thro' 
the  Hair,  like  Li^^ht  in  a  Lundskip. 
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foivlcfl  F^xpcclation^.  Thus,  after  ciirndlly  recom- 
mending tins  AffJr  to  H.aven,  and  humbly  bc- 
fdriching  tiic  Holy  Ghofb  to  point  t.y  us  how  to  nCt 
in  lb  delicate  a  Conjuncture,  wc  refolvcd  to  go  tor 
Mexico^  and  from  tlience  to  the  PJrlipp'ncs^  wlience 
wo  might  cafily  reach  China.  Father  de  Rives.,  one 
of  our  Companions,  being  very  much  wcakned  by 
the  Fatijijuer,  he  had  r-one  tlu'ouo;h  in  our  lonp;  Voy- 
age,  was  obliged  to  return  to  Frdnct\  oil  board  of 
the  Ships  v/hich  had  brought  us  to  Peru. 

Wiih  regard  to  us,  whom  Heaven  has  hitherto 
been  fo  gracious  as  to  prefjrve  in  good  Health,  tho* 

Tho'  all  have  Amo;irs  in  Ii"a,  yet  the  M?n  are  careful  ii 
concealing  them,  no  indecent  Word  or  Adlion  being  allowed  in 
pubh'c.  rhey  have  two  iifual  Times  for  thel'e  Amufements, 
one  at  the  Siii^a,  or  Aft<:rnoo;,'s  Nap,  which  is  commonly  with 
th-  Milhef'^i ;  the  other  is  in  the  Lvening  crois  the  Warer  ia 
Calaihes;  oratthe  great  Sq'iare  in  the  Town,  where  the  Calalhes 
meet  in  great  Numbers  towards  the  Dusk.  Tlicfe  are  flung  like 
our  Coaches,  but  fmaller  ;  and  many  of  them  fit  only  for  two  fit- 
ting oppohte.  Tiiey  are  always  drawn  by  one  Mule,  with  the  Ne- 
gro-driver upon  his  back;  and  it  is  ufu  il  to  obferve,  among 
theie  Cnl.ifhes,  feveral  of  tlicm  with  the  Windows  ciofc  up,  Hand- 
ing ftiil  ,oi-  h  ilf  an  Hour  together. 

In  thefe  Paltimes  they  have*  feveral  Cuftoms  peculiar  o  tbcm- 
feives-  After  livening  Prayers,  a  Gentleman  changes  his  Drcfs, 
from  a  Cloak  into  a  Montero,  or  Jockey  coat,  with  a  Linen 
laced  Cap,  and  a  Handkerchief  about  his  Ne J;,  fnlL'ad  o*^'  Pe- 
ruke. If  he  wears  his  Hair,  it  muft  be  tucked  under  liis  Cap, 
and  this  flapt  all  down  ;  fo  that  it  is  an  univerfal  Fafhion  ro  be 
difguifed  fom^  Way  or  other;  for  thcfc  who  have  no  Miilrefs, 
are  aihamed  to  be  thought  ftriftly  virtuous,  and  muft  he  in  feme 
Mi.'k  or  otiier  to  countenance  the  Mode  *.  But  all  this  is  at 
Night.  They  have  an  eftablifhed  Rule  to  prevent  Quarrels,  and 
that  is,  never  to  fpeak  or  take  Notice  of  one  anr^ther,  whetlicr 
they  are  going  in  queft  of  amorous  Game,  or  vifuing  th-ir  La- 
dies ;  fo  that,  in  fhort,  the  firft  Part  of  the  Night  is  a  AJafquerade 
all  the  Year  round.  See  Betagh's  Voyage  round  the  IVor'J,  pag. 
257,  l^c. 

*  Thefe  Spaniards yJ^;«  to  he  as  difolute  as  the  IcvjdeJ}  Greeks. 
iVhat  Idea  are  n.ije  to  form  of  the  Mariners  of  a  Place,  nvhere  a 
Perfon  is  to  bhijhf  merely  for  his  funcung  bl?njc'f  to  be  thought 
chujle  ■ 
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we  are  fully  fcnfible  of  the  Toils  wc  miin:  neccfHirily 
undergo,  in  our  Voyage  to  China^  we  yet  fliall  un- 
dertake it  with  Courage,  firmly  perfuaded  that 
Heaven  will  protect  us,  and  bring  us  happily  to  the 
Country  we  have  fo  long  panted  to  vifit. 

/  anty  &c. 

J.  A.  X.  Nyel. 
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Father  de  Fontaney,    to  the  Reverend  Fa- 
ther DE  LA  Chaise. 

Chcu-Chan,    a  Port  of  China,   /;;  the  Pro'vitice  of 
Chekiam,  \%  Leagues  from  K\m^o,  15  Feb,  1703. 

Moft  reverend  Father^ 

AS  I  am  returning  a  fecond  Time  to  Europe^ 
to  prefent  our  reverend  Father-general  with 
the  prefent  State  of  the  MilTions  of  Chinay  I  intend 
to  employ  the  fix  or  feven  Months  which  our  Voy  - 
age  will  lafl:,  in  giving  you  a  general  Relation  oF 
all  our  Tranfadlions,  for  near  twenty  Years,  the 
Time  elapled  fince  our  leaving  France  *,  you  being 
the  Perfon  to  whom,  under  God,  we  are  moft  in- 
debted for  the  Progrefs  made  by  us  in  thefe  wide- 
extended  Countries.  I  acquit  myfelf  of  this  Duty 
much  later  than  would  have  fuited  my  Wifhes  -,  but 
a  multiplicity  of  Affairs  which  required  Difpatch, 
would  not  allow  me  Leifure  fufficient  for  exprefling 
my  Gratitude  *,  or  for  advifing  with  you  concern- 
ing the  beft  Expedients,  by  which  the  Gofpel-La- 
bour,  and  the  Converfion  of  the  Infidels,  may  be 
promoted. 

'Twas  about  the  Year  1684,  asyou  may  remember, 
that  Providence  gave  us  an  Opportunity  of  fending 
Fremh  Miffionaries  to  China,    The  Mathematici- 
ans 
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nns  were  employed  by  his  Majefly's  Oi'Ier,  in 
France^  in  reciitit'ying  aiul  impr.jving  Geography. 
The  royiil  Academy  of  Science^  who  Ivdd  uw.  Di- 
rection ot  this  AlT'air,  had  lent  Ibme  of  tlv  t  .ibicll 
Members  into  the  ievcrul  Ruts  ot  the  Ocean  and 
oF  the  Mediterranean  ;  into  England^  Denmark,  A- 
frica,  antl  the  /Imericnn  IlKuid,,  to  make  the  necef- 
iiiry  Obfervations.  But  the  Managers  were  more 
puzzled  with  regard  to  the  Choice  of  the  Perfons 
who  fhould  be  fent  into  India  and  Cb'tna^  as  thofe 
Countries  are  Icfs  known  in  France  \  and  as  the  Aca- 
demicians might  perhaps  not  meet  with  a  favoura- 
ble Recep'.ion,  or  give  Jealoufy  to  Foreigners,  in 
the  Execution  of  their  Dcfign.  For  this  Rcafon 
the  Jefuits  were  pitched  upon,  as  having  Mifiious 
in  all  thofe  Countries  •,  and  as  their  Vocation  is  to 
vifit  all  Places  where  there  is  a  Likelihood  of  mak- 
ing Converts. 

The  late  Monfieur  Colbert  waspleafed  one  Day  tci 
invite  Mr.  Caffini  and  I,  to  communicate  his  Defigns  1.0 
me.  That  iagacious  Minifter  addrefled  me  ir  i'.;e  fol- 
lowing Words,  which  I  fliall  never  forget.  The  Arts 
end  Sciences  (Father)  are  not  of  fo  much  fVorih^  as  to 
merit  your  taking  the  Pains  to  crofs  the  Seas  *,  and  to 
live  in  another  PForldy  far  removed  from  your  native 
Country  and  your  Friends.  But  as  a  Deftre  of  con^ 
verting  Infidels^  and  winning  over  Souls  to  Chrijl,  of- 
ten prompt  the  Fathers  of  your  Society  to  undertake 
fuch  Voyages,  Iwijh  they  would  make  allpojftble  Advan- 
tages of  thofe  Opportunities  ;  and  t!rit,  whenever  they 
are  not  fully  employed  in  Preaching,  they  would  make  a 
confiderahle  number  of  Obfervations  in  the  feveral  Places 

'  *  If  the  great  Mr.  Colbert  did  expiefs  himfelf  to  the  Jefuit  ia 
this  Manner,  he  polTibly  thought  dirferently  ;  it  not  being  natu- 
ral to  ruppoCe,  that  a  Miniller  of  his  Abilities  fhouIJ  imagine, 
that  the  Improvement  of  tlie  Arts  and  Sciences  are  not  of  fo 
much  Confequence,  £s  to  defervethat  the  greatell  Hazards  ftiould 
be  run  for  the  Sake  of  improving  them. 
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/^^^  v'tftty  for  the  greater  Improvement  of  Arts  and 
Sciences. 

This  Defign  was  not  then  put  in  Execution,  and 
the  Death  of  that  great  Minifter  fufpended  it  for 
fome  Time  :  But  his  Majefty  being  determined,  two 
Years  after,  to  fend  an  Embaflador  extraordinary  to 
Siamj  Marquis  de  Louvois,  who  fucceeded  Mr.  Col- 
herty  defired  our  Superiors  to  chufe  fix  of  our  Fa- 
thers, well  fkill'  ;  in  the  Mathematics,  in  order  to 
fend  them  into  the  abovementioned  Country. 

I  had  taught  the  Mathematics  eight  Years  in 
our  College  in  Paris^  and  had  earncftly  defired,  for 
above  twenty  Years,  to  be  fent  as  a  Miffionary  into 
China  and  Japan  :  But  whether  I  was  judged  un- 
worthy, or  that  Providence  referved  me  for  another 
Seafon,  I  continued  in  France  'till  this  Time.  As 
foon  as  it  was  known  that  I  was  feeking  for  MifTio- 
naries  to  be  fent  to  China,  a  great  Number  of  very 
excellent  Perfons  prefented  themfelves  for  that  Pur- 
pofe,  among  whom  Fathers  Tacbard,  Gerbillon,  le 
Comte,  de  Vifdelou^  and  Bouvet^  were  made  Choice 
of. 

Thefe  Fathers,  and  rriyfclf,  being  come  to  Brefl^ 
we  failed  from  thence  the  3d  of  March,  1685,  af- 
ter having  been  admitted  Members  of  the  Acade- 
my of  Sciences ;  and  furnifhed,  by  his  Majcfly's 
Orders,  with  the  feveral  Mathematical  Inftruments 
neceffary  for  making  Obfervations.  Having  pafTed 
the  Line,  we  difcovered  all  the  Conflellations  in  the 
Southern  Hemifphere.  There  are  very  few  re- 
markr.ble  Stars  near  the  Antartic  Pole,  but  the  Hea- 
vens are  full  of  them  along  the  milky  Way,  from 
Scorpio  to  S iritis.  We  don't  perceive  any  Thing 
fenfible  in  the  Northern  Part.  The  great  and  little 
Clouds  are  very  particular  j  the  fmall  on^^  wippearing 
as  big  as  the  Moon,  tho'  not  above  half  the  Size 
of  the  great  Cloud.  When  furvey'd  thro'  a  Telef- 
copc,  they  don't  fcem  to  h-:  a  Ckilter  of  fmall  Stars, 

like 
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Jike  the  Pr^fepe  Cancri,  or  milky  Way  •,  nor  even 
to  be  of  a  daikifli,  White  Colour,  like  the  cloudy 
Andromeda^  or  the  Head  of  Comets  ;  but  they  ap- 
pear with  all  the  Beauty  of  the  reft  of  the  Sky. 

The  Foot  of  Cruzcro^  marked  ?  in  Bayer,  is 
a  double  Star,  compofed  of  two  very  glittering 
fmall  Stars,  diftant  from  each  other  about  the 
Length  of  their  Diameter.  It  contains  a  third,  at 
a  little  farther  Diftance  from  the  other  two,  but 
much  fmaller. 

We  made  fome  Obfervations  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  in  our  PafTige  from  the  Cape  to  the 
Streights  of  Sunda,  of  which  the  Public  has  been 
already  informed.  We  made  feveral  others  in  China^ 
all  which  I  fent  into  Europe ;  and  Part  of  them  will 
be  inferted  in  Father  Gerbillon'*s  Voyages  into  7*^?*- 
tary,  which  v/iJl  foon  appear  in  Print.  You  was 
told,  in  Father  Tachard's  firft  Voyage,  the  kind 
Reception  we  met  with  from  the  Dutch,  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  and  in  Batavia.  Gratitude  obliges 
me  to  declare  again,  that  Words  could  never  ex- 
prefs  the  Civility  they  fhewed  us.  We  there 
found  feveral  Roman  Catholics,  fome  of  whom  were 
fo  happy  as  to  confefs  themfelves,  which  they  had 
not  an  Opportunity  of  doing  for  feveral  Years. 
Thefe  poor  Creatures  are  very  much  to  be  pitied. 
They  leave  their  native  Country  inconfiderately  ; 
go  to  Holland,  and  there  enter  into  the  Service  of 
the  Butch  Eaft-India  Company,  by  whom  they  are 
fent  to  India,  whence  they  are  not  allowed  to  return. 
But  their  greatcft  Misfortune  is,  the  being  denied 
the  Exercife  of  their  Religion  in  that  Country ; 
and  there  being  no  fuch  Thing  as  MafTes,  Confef- 
fions.  Communions,  or  Priefts  to  remind  them  of 
their  Duty,  and  alTift  them  in  their  expiring  Mo- 
ments. Perhaps  a  greater  Number  of  People  would 
enter  among  the  Dutch,  and  even  ferve  them  more 
faithfully,  if  they  would  but  allow  the  Roman  Ca- 
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tholics  the  free  Exercife  of  their  Religion,  or  at 
lead  procure  them  the  Ncceflliries  they  ftand  fo  much 
in  need  of.  After  comforting  them  to  the  bed  of 
our  Power,  we  exhorted  theni  to  perfevere  in  the 
Faith,  to  keep  ftridly  God's  Commandments,  and 
to  fuflfer  Evils  with  Patience. 

We  arrived  at  Siam  about  the  End  of  September^ 
1685,  our  Voyage  having  been  very  propitious.  We 
met  with  a  mod  gracious  Reception  from  the  King, 
and  Mr.  Conftance  his  Minifter.  We  endeavoured, 
during  our  Abode  in  this  Kingdom,  not  to  be  ufe- 
lefs  in  it.  Fi'thers  Cerbiiiondnd  Vifdelou  preached  the 
Advent  and  Lent  Sermons  in  the  Pcrtugueze  Church ; 
and  when  we  were  not  in  Loovo^  we  always  heard 
the  CoijteTions  regularly,  in  that  Church,  on  Sun- 
days ai'd  all  Feftivals. 

Before  my  Laving  Paris^  I  had  agreed  with  M. 
Cr.ffin:^  to  obferve  an  Eclipfe  of  the  Moon,  which 
was  to  liappen  in  that  City  the  tenth  of  December^ 
1685,  about  Nine  at  Night ;  and  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Siam  the  nth  of  the  lame  Month,  about  three 
or  four  in  the  Morning.  As  it  was  to  be  total,  and 
might  be  feen  in  Paris  and  Siam  at  the  fame  Time, 
it  was  very  proper  to  determine  exadly,  the  Diffe- 
rence of  Longitude  of  thefe  two  Meridians ;  for 
which  Reafon  we  refolved  to  be  extremely  accurate. 
The  King  of  Siam  hearing  of  our  Defign,  ordered 
the  Obfervation  to  be  made  in  his  Prelence.  He 
was  then  in  T^fee-poojjone^  a  League  above  Loom, 
This  is  a  Palace  built  by  him  on  the  fide  of  a  Bafon, 
at  the  Entrmce  of  a  Foreft,  where  he  ufed  to  divert 
himfelf  with  hunting  Elephants. 

We  had  prepared  for  the  King  of  Siam  an  ex- 
cellent Telefcope,  five  Foot  long,  thro'  which  he 
faw  the  Eclipfe  -,  we  obferving  it,  at  the  fame  Time, 
four  or  five  Steps  from  him,  with  Mr.  Conftance^ 
who  difcourfed  with  him,  and  ferved  as  Interpreter, 
whenever  he  afked  us  any  Queftions.     The  King 

having 
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having  feen,  the  Night  before,  one  of  the  Schemes 
of  the  Moon,  which  has  been  engraved  at  the  Ob- 
fervatory  in  Taris^  cried  aloud,  as  he  was  looking 
at  the  Moon  thro'  the  Telefcope,  This  is  the  very 
Thing  I  faw  Teller  day  in  the  Scheme.  The  Ech'pfe 
being  remarir'^Liy  encreafed,  he  afked  why  it  ap- 
peared reverfed  in  the  Telefcope  ;  and  after  its  to- 
tal Immerfion,  why  the  Moon's  Body  was  (till  vill- 
ble,  fince  it  received  no  Light  from  the  Sun  ?  Thefe 
judicious  Queftions  proved  the  Solidity  of  the  Ge- 
nius of  the  King,  who,  on  this  Occafion,  gave  us 
particular  Marks  of  his  Favour ;  and  thefe  would 
have  increafed,  had  not  his  Death,  which  happened 
foon  after,  in  the  manner  univerfally  known,  broke 
off  the  mighty  Defigns  he  had  formed  for  the  Ser- 
vice of  Religion,  and  the  Glory  of  the  French 
Nation. 

We  failed  from  Si  am  for  China^  in  July^  i685. 
There  were  fcveral  Ships  in  the  Road  at  that  Time, 
fome  bound  tor  Macao,  in  China,  fome  for  Canton^ 
and  for  other  Ports  of  that  Empire.  Mr.  Con- 
fiance  faid,  that  they  were  all  at  our  Service,  but 
advifed  us  not  to  go  to  Macao  ;  as  did  likewife  the 
Bifhop  of  Metellopolis,  and  Father  Maldonade,  Su- 
perior of  the  Houfe  of  the  Portugueze  Jcfuits. 

Perfons  of  an  upright  Mind,  who  elleem  a  Na- 
tion, are  eafily  perfuaded  that  it  entertains  a  recipro- 
cal Affedion  for  them,  and  therefore  may  be  fafely 
trufted.  For  this  Reafon,  the  Sufpicion  which  was 
endeavoured  to  be  raifed  in  our  Minds,  with  regard 
to  the  Portugueze,  made  little  or  no  ImprefTion  up- 
on us,  fo  that  we  refolved  to  fail  for  Macao.  Mr. 
Conftance  feeing  us  thus  fixed  in  our  Refolution,  ima- 
gined we  had  certain  AfiTurances,  from  that  Quarter, 
which  were  unknown  to  him  •,  and  therefore  he  now 
employed  his  whole  Endeavours  to  procure  us  the 
ftrongeil  Recomm.endations  pofTible  to  the  Officers 
of  the   City.      The    King    of  Siam  Jiimfelf  was 
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plcafcd  to  write  x  Lcttt^r  to  the  Governor,  to  en- 
j^agc  him  lO  trc.\L  us  v/ith  Civihty  :  And  imagined 
he  lioii  Cuc  more  Right  to  do  this,  as  he  was  kind 
to  the  Foiitigiuze^  whiO  come  and  trade  every  Year 
in  his  Domit^ions, 

But  God,  wiiofe  Eye  was  over  us,  did  not  think 
fit  to  make  our  Voyage  fuccefsful.  I'he  Ship  we 
were  on  board  of  WLts  thought  very  found  and 
tight,  but  proved  vciy  crazy;  fo  that,  after  five 
Days  lliil,  il^.-  leaked  in  every  Part.  The  Pilot 
who  ftccred  her  had  been  fliipwreck'd  four  or  five 
Times ;  and  this  Man  being  rcfolved  at  all  Hazards 
to  reuch  Macao  that  Year,  would  Hill  go  forward, 
tho'  the  Wind  was  contrary,  and  increafing  every 
Momciit.  We  were  driving  towards  the  Coafl  of 
Cambodia^  where  we  fliould  have  perifhed  mifera- 
bly,  in  a  fevv  Hours,  had  not  our  Captain  forced 
the  Pilot  to  fubmit  •,  to  fail  before  the  Wind,  and 
feek  for  the  arft  Shelter  wj  could  meet  with.  I  ne- 
ver was  in  gr^^ater  Danger,  in  thefe  S^as,  than  on 
this  OccafiOn. 

As  w<:  had  noc  fei:  fail  above  fix  or  feven  Days, 
we  ima-j-ined  it  was  not  too  late  for  us  to  reach  the 
B.ir  c-  ..V/Vr;;.',  and  to  embark  in  another  Ship,  in 
order  to  [■ec  io  China  that  Year.  We  therefore 
to- k  Guides,  to  condudt  us  thither  the  fhorteft 
AVay  through  the  Torefts,  but  all  to  no  Purpofe. 
Tliefc  Guides,  attcr  ramblinj;;;  a  Month,  brought  us 
back,  quite  cppreilcd  with  Fatigue,  to  our  Ship, 
V'hich,  making  eafy  Sail,  was  come  to  the  River  of 

S:am  in  S.^Ptcmi^'T.  at  which  Time  the  Monfoon  for 

J.  ' 

lading  ro  China  was  over.  We  met  the  King  of 
Slam's  GaUics,  vvh'ch  the  Prince  was  fo  gracious  as 
to  order  out  for  us,  the  Inilant  he  heard  the  ill  Suc- 
cefa  of  our  Voyage. 

Our  Reiurn  gave  iniinite  Pleafure  to  Mr.  Con- 
fiance^  wiio  had  fnewn  great  Reludance  at  our  go- 
ing away.     The  Fear  of  our  being  ill   treated  in 
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AUcao  was  not  without  Foundation  •,  for  the  China 
Ships  returning  to  Siam  fome  Months  after,  we 
heard  that  Orders  had  been  difpatched  from  Portu- 
gal, to  feize,  in  Macao^  all  fuch  apoftolical  Vicars 
and  MifTionaries  as  fhould  be  found  on  Board  any 
Ships  whatfoevcr,  except  thofe  of  Portugal.  We  faw 
this  Order  put  in  Execution  that  very  Year.  A 
Francifcan  of  Manila,  in  the  Philippines,  who 
failed  from  Siam  at  the  fame  Time  with  us,  was 
feized  at  his  Arrival,  together  with  the  Captain 
who  had  brought  him.  He  afterwards  was  fent  to 
Goa,  from  whence  he  got  Leave,  with  the  grcateft 
Difficulty,  to  return  to  the  Philippines, 

The  follov/ing  Year  we  fubmitted  entirely  to  the 
prudent  Diretftion  of  Mr.  Conftance,     This  Minifter 
always  honoured   us  with  peculiar  Marks  of  his 
Friendfhip  and  Protedion.     The  Circumftance  for 
which  we  chiefly  valued  him,  was  the  high  Regard 
he  fhewed  to  Religion,  which  excited  him  to  form 
/he  mod  glorious  Projects  for  the  Propagation  of 
the  Gofpel.     He  proteflcd  all  the  MifTionaries  and 
apoftolical  Vicars,    and  affiflcd  them  in  getting  to 
their  feveral  Miflions,  by  ordering  all  fuch  Captains 
of  Ships  as  failed  from  Siam,  to  carry  them  fafe  to 
Cambodia,    Cochin-China,    Tonquin,    or  China  ;    be- 
ftowing,    at  the  fame  Time,  tiie  moft  liberal  Alms 
upon  them.     He  rebuilt  the  Churches  of  the  Je- 
fuits  and  Dominicans  in  Siam  -,  and  the  French  Cler- 
gy are  inhnitely  obliged  to  him. 

We  have  frequently  bewailed  the  tragical  End  of 
this  great  Man  ;  and  it  afFefted  us  the  more,  as  it 
was  impoflible  for  him  to  avoid  it:  But  Heaven,  who 
called  him  that  Inftant,  infpired  him  with  fuch  a 
Strength  of  Mind,  as  enabled  him  to  bear  up  a- 
gainft  this  fevere  Shock.  The  Siameze,  who  treat- 
ed him  fo  barbaroufly,  doubtlefs  inveighed  againft 
him  for  the  noble  Alms  he  had  beftowed  -,  and  for 
the  mighty  Endeavours  ufed  by  him,  in  order  to 
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fix  the  Chrijlian  Religion  on  the  inoft  fblid  Bafis  in 
India,  But  the  very  Circumftance  which  made  him 
guilty,  in  their  Eyes,  furniOies  us  with  the  ftrongeft 
Reafon  10  believe  that  God  was  merciful  to  him. 

I  foriaear  to  fpeak  of  the  illuftrious  Madam 
Conftance-f  it  being  impofTible  to  think  of  what  that 
Lady  fuflfered,  in  this  fad  Revolution,  without  the 
deepeft  Concern.  Our  Countrymen  in  France  are 
not  ignorant  of  the  extreme  Mifery  fhe  is  dill  re- 
duced to  •,  and  'tis  a  melancholy  Circumftance  that 
they  have  it  not  in  their  Power  to  fuccour  her,  in  a 
manner  agreeable  to  their  Wifhes. 

We  left  Siam  a  fecond  Time,  the  19th  of  June, 
1687,  going  on  Board  a  Chmeze  Ship  which  was 
failing  for  Nmpo.  Befidcs  our  having  taken  all  the 
ncceffary  Precautions  in  this  Voyage,  Heaven  was 
pleated  to  beftow  its  Blefling  upon  us  in  the  moft 
vifible  manner. 

The  Chineze  who  conduced  us  feemed  vaflly  fu- 
perftitious.  They  had  a  little  Idol  in  the  Stern  of 
iheir  Ship,  before  which  they  kept  a  L^mp  burn- 
ing Day  and  Night.  They  frequently  offered  to  it, 
before  they  fat  down  to  Meals,  the  Meats  prepared 
by  tiiCm  for  their  owii  eating.  But  perceiving  that 
we  would  never  taftc  of  fuch  as  had  been  thus  of- 
fered, they  always  laid  a  Portion  afide,  and  never 
prefented  it  to  the  Idol.  But  this  was  not  all  the 
Worfhip  they  paid  to  the  Idol  in  queilion.  The 
Inftant  they  faw  Land,  the  Perfon  who  had  the  Di- 
rection of  the  Idol,  took  painted  Pieces  of  Paper, 
cut  in  the  Shape  of  Waves,  and  threw  them  into 
the  Sea,  after  making  a  very  low  Bow.  Whene- 
ver it  was  a  calm,  the  whole  Crew  burft  into  loud 
Cries,  at  Intervals,  as  though  to  call  back  the 
Winds.  In  tempelluous  Weather,  they  would 
throw  Feathers  into  the  Sea,  to  quiet  the  Storm, 
and  drive  away  the  Devil ;  but  this  fpread  an  in- 
fupportable  Stench  in  every  Part  of  the  Ship.    But 
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their  Zeal,  or  rather  their  Superflition,  increafed, 
at  the  Sight  of  a  Mountain,  feen  by  thofe  who  pafs 
the  Canal  of  Cochin-China.  For  the  Sailors,  be- 
fides  bowing  and  kneeling  as  ufual,  andthrowing 
Papers,  half  burnt,  into  the  Sea,  began  to  frame  a 
Ship  iour  Foot  long.  This  Ship  had  her  Mafts, 
Ropes,  Sails,  Streamers,  Compafs,  Rudder,  Long- 
boat, Cannon,  Provifions,  Goods,  and  even  Ac- 
count-book. On  her  Stern,  her  Head,  and  her 
Ropes,  were  placed  as  many  little  Figures  of  paint- 
ed Paper,  as  there  were  Men  in  our  Ship.  They ' 
put  this  little  Veflel  into  a  Litter,  raifed  her 
with  many  Ceremonies,  and  carried  her  up  and 
down  the  Ship,  a  Drum  beating,  and  a  Brafs  Bafon 
founding  at  the  fame  Time.  A  Sailor,  habited  like 
a  Bonze ^  led  up  the  March  •,  and  flouriflied  a  long 
Stick,  fometimes  roaring  aloud.  At  laft  Ihe  was 
let  down  gently  into  the  Sea,  the  Spedlators  keep- 
ing their  Eyes  upon  her  till  fhe  difappeared.  The 
Bonze  went  to  the  higheft  Part  of  the  Stern,  and 
there  continued  his  Noife,  probably  by  way  of  wifh- 
ing  her  good  Voyage  *. 

We  were  becalmed  four  Days,  being  off  Emoui^ 
a  City  of  China,  The  Sky  was  now  overfpread 
with  very  black  Clouds ;  and  the  Wind  blowing 
fometimes  North,  and  North-Eaft,  thrcatned  us  with 
a  furious  Scorm.  The  Chineze  being  very  much 
terrified,    invoked    their    Idol  with  greater  Fer- 

*  This  puts  me  in  mind  of  two  frolickfome  young  Women, 
who  were  on  board  the  Galliot  (a  Veflel  which  will  hold  200 
Ferfon?,  and  a  Kind  of  Koahh  Ark,  all  Sons  of  People  being 
admitted  into  ii)  that  goes,  upon  the  River  Scine^  from  Paris 
almcft  to  St.  Cloud.  Thele  French  Girls  made  a  Paper- Boat, 
and  throwing  it  into  the  Water,  amufed  themlelves  with  feeing 
it  drive  along  with  the  Cuiient.  Many  of  the  Paflengers  gazed 
at  this  Paper  Velfel,  and  feemed  mightily  diverted  with  its  Voy- 
age. The  Dilierence,  I  believe,  between  the  Chinese  and  the 
trench  Girls  in  putting  their  feveral  VeiTels  into  the  VVater  was, 
the  former  did  it  in  a  religious  View ;  whereas  the  latter,  I 
^uppole,  thought  of  iheir  Sweethearts  on  that  Ojcafion. 
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vcncy  than  ever ;  and  dreading  one  of  the  Storms, 
which  make  the  molt  terrible  Havock  in  thofe 
Seas,  attempted  fcveral  Times  to  get  adiore,  but 
to  no  Ptirpofe.  l^hjy  all  continued  mournfully  fi- 
lent,  and  were  ofFjnded  at  the  Mi.Tionari^s  for  talk- 
ing to  one  another.  Our  Interpreter  informed  us 
cf  this  privately  ;  and  declared,  that  they  thought 
our  Tranquility  and  Compolbre  of  Mind  was  as 
bad  an  Omen  as  the  Calm.  We  made  a  Vow  to 
St.  Francis  Xavier^  Patron  of  thofe  Seas,  in  or- 
der to  obtain  a  propitious  Wind.  Heaven  indulg'd 
our  Y/ idles  next  Morning,  fo  that  we  proceeded 
happily,  between  the  Province  of  Fokien^  and  the 
IQand  of  Formofa^  fomc  of  whofe  Mountains  termi- 
nated the  Horizon. 

At  thirty  or  forty  Leag.ies  from  Nimpo^  we  enter 
a  I/abyrinth  of  Illands,  lying  high,  among  which 
a  Ship  feems  lolt.  V/e  then  thought  it  lafeft  to 
mark  tli.^  Courfe  which  our  Ship  took,  the  Lands 
it  pafTed  between,  and  the  Way  it  bore  ;  and  to 
draw  a  pariicular  Chart  of  thefe  feveral  Things, 
for  tlie  Ufe  of  fuch  Pjrlbns  as  fail  in  thofe  Seas„ 
This  Chart  poiiits  out  our  Courfe  only,  tho*  there 
are  others  equally  fafe,  and  perhaps  better  for  Ships 
of  large  Burtheu,  between  thofe  Iflands ;  for  I  re- 
member that  our  Pilots  often  threw  out  the  Sound- 
ing-line, and  found  but  four  Fathom  Water  in  fome 
Places. 

The  EngUJJj  are  befl  acquainted  v/ith  thofe  Seas ; 
of  which  they  drew  a  general  Ciiart  three  Years  a- 
go.  They  have  taken  the  Soundings  every  where, 
and  vifitcd  all  thcfc  Illands ;  and  thereby  know 
which  of  them  are  inhabited,  and  which  are  proper 
for  watering.  Tliis  took  them  fix  Months,  and  is 
a  Work  worthy  the  Curiofity  and  Induftry  of  that 
Nation.  I  have  ktn  one  of  thefe  Charts,  beauti- 
fully drawn  from  a  large  Scale,  now  in  the  Hands 
of   Mr.  Catchpok^    a  wonhy  Gentleman,    at  this 

Time 


I  u 
wh 
car 


the 

lea 

fine 

tio 

to 

La 


Ch 


TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits.       6i 

Time  Conful  of  Cbina^  and  Prefklcnt  over  the 
whole  I'lude  which  the  Englifi  Eajt-In.lia  Company 
carries  on  in  that  Country. 

We  at  laft  caft  Anchor  before  tlie  City  of  Nimpo, 
the  23d  of  July,  1687.,  thirty-four  Days  after  our 
leaving  the  Bar  of  Siam,  and  two  Years  and  a  half 
fincc  our  Departure  from  France.  1  fhall  not  men- 
tion the  Joy  we  felt,  nor  the  Prayers  we  offered  up 
to  Heaven,  when  we  found  ourlelves  arrived  at  the 
Land  wc  fo  ardently  wiilied  to  fee. 

JSJimpo,  which  fome  Europeans  have  called  Ltam- 
po,  is  a  City  of  the  firil:  Clafs  of  the  Province  of 
Chekiam,   and  a  very  good  Port  in  the  Eajlern  Sca^ 
oppofite  to  Japaji  *.     'Tis  fituated,  according  10 
our  Obfervations,  in  twenty-nine  Degrees,  fifty-fix 
Minutes  North   Latitude,    ana  Hands   five  or  fix 
Leagues  frorrx  the  Sea.     Ships  come  up  to  it  in  a 
fingle  Tide,  along  a  very  fine  River,  whofe  Breadth 
is,  at  Icatt,  one  hundred  and  fifty  Fathoms,   and 
its  Depth  every  where  feven  or  eight    Fathoms, 
Salt-houfes  (landing  on  each  fide,    with    Villages 
a. id  fruitful  Fields,  which  are  term.inatcd  by  high 
Mountains.     The  Mouth  of  the  River  is  defended 
by  a  Fortrefs,    and  a  fmaU  City  of  the  third  Clafs 
called     I'ing-hay^     furrounded    by     Towers    and 
flrong  Walls.     Here  is  an  Office,  where  they  take 
an  Account  of  all  Ships  which  enter  the  Harbour. 
The  Cbincze  Merchants  of  Siam  and  Batavia  come 
annually  to  Nimpo^  for  Silks,  this  Province  furnifli- 
ing  the  fineft  in  all  China,     Thofe  of  FokieUy  and 
the  reft  of  the  neighbouring  Provinces,  are  refor- 
ting  to  it  perpetually. 

The  Merchants  of  Nimpo  carry  on  a  great  Trade 
with  Japan,  whither  they  ufed  to  refort  as  early  as 
the  Time  of  St.  Francis  Xavier  -,  and  'tyiii  proba- 
bly from  them  that  he  learnt  the  feveral  Particulars 


*  It  lies  a  fmall  Ma  ter  Iow:r  t';an 
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concerning  Chimy  which  he  wrote  to  Europe  not 
Jong  before  he  died.  We  may  conclude  that  h^ 
intended  to  go  to  Cbim  in  one  of  their  Siiips.  Li- 
ampo.  Lib.  IV.  Epift.  I.  fays  he,  /t  a  p'cct  City  of 
China,  not  above  an  hundred  and  fifty  Leagues  from 
Japan.  /  hwe  ftrong  Reafons  to  believe^  that  this 
will  be  as  the  Gate  by  which  the  Miffwnarics  of  our 
Company  will  get  accefs  to  this  great  K/pgdom  ;  and 
that  the  other  Friars  will  have  an  Opportunity  of  com'- 
ing  thither  afterwards^  to  gratify  their  ardent  Dcfire 
of  converting  Infidels.  I  therefore  intreat  all  fitch  as 
ivijh  for  the  Converfwn  of  that  People^  to  recommend 
this  Affair  to  Heaven.  Lib.  III.  Epill.  V.  'Tis 
probable,  that  at  this  Time,  he  had  fome  Thoughts 
of  addreiling  the  Emperor  of  Japan  himlelf,  and 
of  defiring  a  Paffport:  It  being  faid,  that  this 
Prince  then  licld  fo  amicable  a  Corrcfpondence  with 
the  Emperor  of  China,  that  he  even  made  ufe  of  one 
of  his  Signets,  to  feal  all  Patents  and  PafTports  for 
Ships  •,  and  for  the  Safety  of  all  fuch  Per(ons  as  he 
was  defirous  of  fending  thither. 

I  believe,  reverend  Father,  we  are  the  firfl  who 
took  this  Courfe,  which  was  pointed  out  even  in 
the  Infancy  of  our  Society,  by  the  Apoftle  of  India  *, 
an  i  he  himfclf  would  probably  have  come  this  Way 
to  China,  had  not  the  EmbafTy  of  James  Pereira 
been  rendered  fruitlels,  by  the  Avarice  and  Jealoufy 
of  the  Governor  of  Malacca  ;  and  had  St.  Francis 
but  chole  to  go  fo  Nimpo,  raiher  than  to  Sanchin^ 
where  he  died. 

'Tis  related  by  Father  Martini,  that  the  Jefuits 
had  a  Church  at  Nimpo  in  his  Time  *,  but  this  Church 
muft  have  been  entirely  delhoyed,  during  the  Inva- 
fion  of  the  Tartars  \  we  not  finding,  at  our  coming 
thither,  the  lead  Fooclleps  of  fuch  a  Building,  or 
of  the  Chriftian  Faith.  The  Inhabitants  were  even 
fo  little  accuftomcd  to  fee  Europeans,  that  the  Po- 
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pulace  flocked  to  gaze  at  us,    as  tho*  we  had  been 
Men  of  a  dilTcrent  Species  from  thcmfelvcs  *. 

Thefe 

*  N!mpo,  called  by  the  Chineze  Kitigpo,  is,  in  Father  du  Ila/d/i 
Account  of  C/jina,  a  very  good  Port.  'Tis  a  City  of  the  firft 
Ciafs,  and  has  four  of  tlic  third  under  its  Juriididion.  It  is  fi- 
tuated  on  the  Confluence  of  two  fmall  Rivtrs,  which  after  their 
Union  form  a  Channel  that  reachcb  to  the  Sea,  and  is  deep  c- 
nough  for  V'eflels  of  200  Tons.  Thefc  two  Rivers  water  a  Plain 
furroundcd  alnirft  with  Mountains,  and  form  a  Kind  of  Oval 
Bafon.  The  Plain,  which  is  fo  well  cultivated  that  it  refem- 
blcs  a  Garden,  is  full  of  Towns  and  Houfes,  and  watered  by  a 
great  Number  of  Canals  which  fall  from  the  Mountains.  The 
Canal,  upon  which  one  Part  of  the  Suburbs  Hands,  extends  to  the 
Foot  of  the  Mountains  j  is  fcparatcd  into  iree  Branches ;  and  is 
about  five  or  fix  theufand  Fathoms  long,  and  fix  or  feven  broad. 

Within  this  extent  of  Ground,  are  fixty.fix  Canals  to  the 
right  and  left  of  the  principal  one,  fr  me  of  which  are  broader 
than  the  chief  Canal.  This  vail  (^anfity  of  Water,  thus  con- 
duced with  Art,  renders  the  Plain  exceedingly  fruitful,  and 
caufes  it  to  yield  two  Crops  of  Rice,  bcfides  which,  the  Chines:e 
alfo  low  Cotton  and  Pulfe.  Here  are  a  great  Number  of  Tal- 
low-trees. 

The  Air  is  every  where  healthy,  and  the  Country  pleafant 
and  open.  The  Sea  abounds  with  Filh,  all  Kinds  of  Shell-filh, 
and  good  Lobfters.  In  the  Beginning  of  the  Summer,  the  Chi- 
mze  catch  a  Fifh  called  Hoang,  or  the  yellow  Filh,  which  is 
much  fought  after  on  Account  of  its  delicate  Tafte  ;  but  as  thefe 
v;ill  not  keep  long  out  of  VVater,  they  are  put  in  GlafTes,  and 
by  that  Means  carried  to  any  Part  of  the  Empirct  The  Walls, 
of  Mw/o  are  5074  geometrical  Paces  in  Circumference ;  and 
from  the  Eaftern  to  the  Weftern  Gate,  through  a  Street  which 
lies  almolt  in  a  dircft  Line,  are  5274  large  Paces.  The  Walls 
which  are  built  of  Free-ftone,  are  in  good  Repair,  and  capable  of 
every  Kind  of  Refiftance,  except  that  of  a  Cannon-Ball. 

There  is  an  Entrance  into  the  City  through  five  Gates,  be- 
fides  the  two  Water-gates,  as  the  Chineze  call  them,  thefe  being 
two  great  Arches  that  open  through  the  Walls,  to  give  Paflage 
for  the  Barks  in  and  out  of  the  City,  which  feverai  Canals  di- 
vide. The  only  confidcrable  Building  on  the  South-well  Side 
is  a  Brick  Tower  feverai  Stories  high  ;  and  before  the  Eallem 
Gate,  lying  moll  to  the  South,  is  a  Bridge  built  over  the  Kin, 
and  confining  of  fixteen  flat-bottomed  Barks,  fallned  together 
wi  h  Iron  Chains,  about  forty  Fathoms  long. 

In  the  Chineze  Paeleoo^  or  P  if  any  or  triumphal  Arches,  as 
we  call  them,  the  Rules  of  Architetlure  arc  chiefly  fccn.  The 
Streets,  which  are  very  narrow,  appear  more  (o,  on  Account  of 
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Thefe  Mandarins,  when  Notice  was  hrought  of 
our  Arrival,  dcfircd  a  Vilk  from  ns,  and  behaved 
with  Civility.  I'hey  then  asis  -d  v/hat  w.)s  rhe  Mo- 
tive of  our  coming  into  th''ir  Couriu';  Wc  an- 
ivvcred,  that  the  Fame  which  the  Em^>  ,r  I.ad  all 
the  World  over,  and  the  Liberty  iu:  allowed  Po- 
feigners  to  enter  into  his  Ports,  had  j)r()niptcd  us 
to  undertake  this  Voyage  •,  that  our  Dc'i^^n  was  to 
live  with  our  Brethren,  in  order  to  ferve  the  true 
God  i  and  that  we  had  heard,  witli  the  utmolt  Sor- 
row, that  leveralof  them  were  dead  ;  and  that  molt 
of  the  reft,  oppreiTed  with  old  Age  and  Infirmities, 
defired  our  Alliftance. 

I  added,  that  Father  Ferdinand  Vcrhicft  had  in- 
vited me,  by  a  Letter  which  Father  Couplet  had 
brought  into  Europe^  to  come  into  China.  Thcle 
Mandarins  feemcd  to  have  a  particular  Regard  for 
Father  Verhieft^  and  to  be  pleafed  with  our  An- 
fwers ;  fo  that,  had  it  been  in  their  Power,  t]icy 
doubtlcfs  would  willingly  have  granted  our  Rcqucft, 
<  f  retiring  to  fome  of  the  Churches  of  our  Society. 
But  the  Viceroy  having  our  Religion  in  Abhorrence, 
their  good  Intentions  were  of  no  Service  to  us.  He 

the  r<Mit-hoiife.s  which  are  over  the  Shops,  infomuch  that  two  of 
our  huge  Coaches  could  not  pafs  without  Difficulty.  This  City- 
was  racked  during  the  lalt  War,  but  has  flourilhed  for  fome 
Years  piH.     There  is  a  hirge  Garrifrn  here. 

The  Entrance  into  Nimpo  is  difficult,  cfpecially  for  large 
Ships,  there  bjing  but  fifrern  Fvjot  over  the  Bar  in  the  hightfl 
Tides.  I^he  Chinese  Merchants  of  Sinm  and  Batavia  come 
into  thefe  Parts  evtry  Year  topurchafe  Silks,  which  are  the  fined 
in  the  Empire  ;  and  the  People  of  Fokiefi,  and  of  other  Pro- 
vince?, reiort  thither  continually.  Thefe  People  alfo  carry  on 
a  great  Tiade  to  Jnpa/i,  NavgaTa/d  being  diltant  but  two  Days 
fail  from  thence.  The  Chineze  carry  thither  Silks,  Stuffs,  Su- 
gars Drugs,  and  Wine  ;  and  bring  back  Copper,  Silver,  and 
Gold.  About  eighteen  or  twenty  licngucs  from  Kimpo  is  an 
llland  called  Chco  chaii.  lis  harbour  is  very  gnod,  but  not  com- 
modious for  Trade  ;  and  it  is  here  that  the  Englijh  landed  by 
dunce,  at  their  firlt  Aniv-il  ;  they  not  being  able  to  find  AVw- 
f'j^  among  the  KlduJs  on  this  Coaih 
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blamed  them  for  permitting  us  to  take  \  I  loiifc:  in 
Nimpo^  tho'  the  Heat  was  lb  violent,  that  ir  would 
have  been  impofllble  for  us  to  have  continual  on 
board  our  Ship.  He  afterwards  wrote  to  the  Tri- 
bunal of  Rites,  defiring  that  all  fuch  Mailers  of 
Chineze  Ships,  as  trafBck  with  the  neighbouring 
Kingdoms,  might  be  lorbid  bringing  any  Euro- 
peans into  China,  He  poflibly  hoped,  as  the  An- 
fwer  fent  by  the  Tribunal  of  Rights  was  unfavoura- 
ble to  us,  that  he  might  be  at  Liberty  to  confifcate 
our  Ship  to  his  own  Advantage,  and  feize  upon 
every  Thing  belonging  to  us. 

In  the  mean  Time,  we  immediately  fent  Notice 
of  our  Arrival  to  the  Jefuit  who  rcfided  in  Ham- 
cbeUy  Capital  of  the  Province,  tho'  we  did  not  yet 
know  his  Name.  We  difpatched,  at  the  fame 
Time  with  our  Letters,  thofe  which  you  was  pleafed 
to  give  us  for  Father  Verhiejl.  By  the  particular 
Providence  of  God,  it  happened  that  the  MifTionary 
of  Hamcheu  was  Father  Profper  Intorcetta^  a  Sici- 
lian^ who  had  been  Imprilbned  and  baniflied  in  the 
laft  Pcrfecution.  Upon  his  coming  into  Europe  \\\ 
lOyiy  about  the  Affairs  of  his  Milfion,  I  had  wrote 
to  him,  to  inform  him  of  the  Defire  I  had  of  meet- 
ing him,  and  of  devoting  myfelf  to  the  Service  of 
the  Church  of  China.  He  therefore  was  overjoyed 
when  Word  was  brought  of  our  being  come  fo  near. 
God  be  praifed^  fiiys  he,  for  the  Mercies  ijohicb  he, 
at  lafly  has  extended  to  us.  He  faved  you  from  Ship- 
wreck^ to  preferve^  by  your  Means,  this  afli^ed  Mif 
fan,  wJ  ch  was  daily  decreojing  for  Want  of  Labour- 
ers. Me  immediately  lent  us  one  of  his  Citechifls, 
a  Bachelor,  with  two  of  his  Servants  -,  informing 
us  of  the  manner  in  which  we  fliould  behave  towards 
the  Mandarins, 

Perceiving  afterwards,  by  the  Letter  wc  fent  him, 

what  were  our  Views,  he  thus  anfvvered  us  again, 

•n  the  Fullnefj  of  his  Heart  •,  Tou  have  given  me  the 
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iiioft  fatisfci5fory  Account  with  regard  to  every  'Thing  I 
dejired  to  know.  The  Moment  I  heard  of  your  Arrival 
in  Siam,  I  figured  to  myfelf  the  feveral  Particulars 
you  mentioned  to  me :  I  know  not  whether  it  was  owing 
to  a  particular  Inspiration^  or  barely  to  Conjecture  ; 
this  I  can  affirm,  that  I  waited  for  you  with  the  ut- 
moji  Impatience,  and  your  Arrival  gives  me  the  highefi 
Confolation. 

The  only  Circumftance  which  difturbed  the  Joy 
of  this  holy  Man,  was  the  Refolution  which  the 
Viceroy  of  Chekiam  had  taken,  to  write  to  the  Tri- 
bunal of  Rites,  in  order  that  we  might  be  com- 
manded to  leave  China.  He  addrefled  Heaven  oa 
this  Occafion  ;  and  caiifed  public  Prayers  to  be  of- 
fered up,  in  our  Favour,  in  his  Church. 

During  our  Stay  in  Nimpo,  we  had  more  than 
one  Opportunity  of  difrourfing  with  the  Mandarins 
concerning  the  Greatnefs  aiid  Power  of  God.  The 
whole  Country  had  been  three  or  four  Months  with- 
out Rain,  v/hich  deftroyed  the  Harvefl,  and  made 
the  Inhabitants  dread  a  general  Famine.  Fafts  were 
therefore  appointed  in  the  City,  and  Prayers  in  the 
feveral  Pagods.  The  Governor,  who  was  uneafy 
on  this  Occafion,  thought  proper  to  confuit  us  with 
regard  to  the  Caufe  of  this  Drought ;  enquiring, 
whether  we  ever  had  any  fjch  Thing  in  Europe.^ 
and  the  Methods  we  ufed  in  order  to  deliver  our- 
felves  from  it.  We  replied,  that  as  tne  God  we 
worfliipped  was  omnipotent,  we  always  addreflfed 
him  for  that  Purpofe  ;  and  reforted  to  our  Churches, 
to  implore  his  Mercy.  But  ive  have  done  the  very 
fame^  replied  he,  for  ahove  a  Month :  We  go  to  the 
South-gate.,  and  to  the  feveral  Pagods  in  the  City,  hut 
all  to  no  Purpofe.  This  does  7iot  firprize  us,  anfwered 
we ;  and  if  you  will  permit  us  to  fpeak  freely,  you  fjjall 
he  told  the  true  Caufe.  We  then  began  to  difcourfe 
the  Governor  concerning  God  ;  and  informed  him, 
that  he  had  created  the  Heavens,  the  Earth,  Man, 
I  and 
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and  every  Thing  in  the  Univerfc:  That  all  Things 
were  dependant  on  him,  R::in  and  Diciiohr,  Fa- 
mine and  Plenty,  F.vilsand  BKdlings,  v/ith  which  hi 
ciuher  puniilK's  or  rewards  Mankind  as  he  fees  proper : 
That  addrefUng  him,  after  the  manner  we  did  in 
Europe,  wc  prayed  ro  the  Power  whom  it  was  our 
Duty  to  im.plore  :  That  he  being  the  fupreme Lorvl 
of  all  Things,  is  thcrcftjre  able  to  hear  and  ani'wcr 
our  Prayers.  But  ^tis  different^  repHed  we,  ivilh 
regard  to  your  Gods  ;  they  I  nve  Eyes^  and  fee  not  ; 
Ears  hcrje  ihey^  but  hear  not  -,  and  that  bscaufe  as 
thefe  falfe  Deities  v:ere  formerly  \icre  Mcn^  they  there- 
fore  zvere  not  able  to  exempt  themfehes  from  the  com- 
tnon  Lazv  of  Mortality^  nor  the  tifual  Confiqueuees  of 
Death  :  As  therefore  they  have  neither  Senfition  or  Pow- 
er at  this  'Time^  'tis  no  Wonder  they  dor^t  hear  you, 
"The  Title  of  Deities^  'vMch  they  owe  to  the  Favour  of 
the  Emperors^  or  to  the  Superjliiion  cf  the  conimcn 
People,  does  not  add  ti:e  leafi  Prerogative  1 0  wha!:  ihcy 
IV ere  in  then f elves  \  ncr  invefl  them  zvith  any  real  and 
true  Po'zver,  in  order  for  them  to  difpcfe  of  Rain,  or 
to  command  upon  Earth  over  other  Men. 

The  Gfu'-crnor  gave  us  a  patient  Hearing,  and 
defircd  us  to  implore  our  God  for  Rain.  That  we^ll 
do  Willi  ng{)\  replied  wc  ;  but  as  all  the  People  ft  and 
in  need  of  that  Blfjlng^  it  is  not  ft  that  we  only  flj^di 
a ddrefe  Heaven  for  this  Pur pofe.  IVcll,  fays  he,  Pll 
vifit  you,  to  Morrow,  in  order  to  worfhip  the  God  of 
1  leaven,  and  offer  hinz  hieenfe.  We  weie  making 
Preparations  for  the  Ceremony,  when  Word  was 
brought  that  the  Governor,  immediarely  upon  his 
leaving  our  I-Ioufe,  on  the  Morrow,  intended  to  go 
vvith  a!l  the  reft  of  the  Mandarins  of  the  Ciiy  to  a 
neiglibouring  Mountain,  there  to  facriiice  to  the 
Di-asron  of  the  Waters.  V/c  therefore  vvere  of  O- 
pinion,  that  a  divided  Worfliip  woiild  not  be  a- 
gre^ble  to  God  ;  forv-iiich  Rcafon  we  fent  our  In- 
{■.rp;  cter,    to  infoiir.   him  rliat   a  Ivlan  could  not 
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worfhip  two  Mafters  •,  and  that  if  he  would  do  us 
the  Honour  to  come  and  worfhip  the  true  God  in 
our  Houfe,  he  mud  not  go  elfe where.  The  Go- 
vernor anfwcred,  that  as  he  was  obliged  to  go  to 
the  Mountain  next  Day,  he  therefore  could  not 
come  to  us.  Some  Days  after  this  a  little  Rain  fell ; 
but  it  was  followed  by  fo  violent  a  Storm,  and  fo 
furious  a  Wind,  that  the  Country  was  laid  wafte, 
and  a  great  Number  of  Ships  were  loft  on  the  Coaft. 
'Tis  thus  Heaven  fometimes  punifhes  Sinners  5  per- 
mitting the  Remedies  which  they  defire  moftearneft- 
ly  to  be  a  fecond  Punifhment  to  them,  and  a  great- 
er Evil  than  any  they  had  felt  before. 

The  fecond  of  November  we  were  informed,  that 
the  Emperor  invited  us  to  Peking^  he  having  fcnt 
the  gracious  Order  following  :  Let  them  all  come  to 
my  Court.  Such  as  are  skilled  in  the  Mathematicks 
/hall  refide  there,  and  ferve  me  ;  and  the  reft  may  go 
into  the  Provinces  as  theyjhall  think  proper.  The  In- 
ftant  the  Imperial  Order  was  fignified  to  us,  we 
were  invited  by  the  princi[)al  Mandarins  of  NimpOy 
to  congratulate  us  on  the  llonour  which  the  Empe- 
ror had  done  us.  We  fet  out  immediately,  and 
palTed  thro'  Hamcheu  *,    Capital  of  the  Province, 

where 
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*  Hamcheu  is  one  of  the  wealthlcfl:  and  largeft  Cities  in  China. 
'Tis  chicHy  confiderable  on  Account  of  its  Situatioji,  which  is  as 
advantageous  as  puflible  ;  alfo  for  the  prodigious  Number  of  its 
Jnnabicants,  the  Conveniency  of  its  Canal:-,  and  the  Trade  cu- 
rled on  there,  of  the  fincll  Silk  in  the  VVorld. 

According  to  the  Chinese  Proverb,  'tis  the  terreftriul  Par*dife. 
'  ris  almcll  of  an  orbicular  Form,  and  about  four  Leagues  in 
Circumference,  exclufive  of  tiie  Suburb';.  From  the  Ealt  Gate 
to  the  North  is  one  Leri&ue.  It  i  faid  to  contain  above  a  Mil- 
lion  of  Soul.  ;  the  (){ii>.er5  who  levy  ilie  l^axos  havnig,  upon 
their  Liil,  the  Names  of  about  300,000  Fanuhes,  in  the  City 
only. 

'i'he  Vv^ills  of  IJavhhtii  arc  very  h.fty  and  thick.     The  Wa- 
ter flowing  in  LJic  Canals  of  tliC  City  is  not  clear  ;  and  upon  the 
('•.!i;il-)  of  th;' Suburbs  are  aprc.digiuus  Number  of  Dark?,  \>here 
viiiole  rair.ili.i  Uvveil  as  in  a  Djiiridi.     'the  Sueets  are  very  nar- 
row, 
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where  we  had  the  Confolation  to  fee  Father  Intor- 
cetta^  and  to  fpend  fome  Days  with  him.  T\\^ 
Chrijiians  whom  he  had  fent,  received  us  on  the  Ri- 
ver fide,  and  accompanied  us  to  the  Church,  whi- 
ther the  Father  waited  for  us.     He  led  us  to  the 

F  3  high 

row,  but  the  Shops  are  commodious,  and  the  Merchants  abound 
in  Wealth.  Thefe  Streets  are  embellifhed  with  triumphal  Ar- 
ches, but  chiefly  in  Places  of  great  Refort.  There  are  feveral 
Monuments  fet  up  in  honour  of  fuch  Mandarins^  as  had  dilUn- 
guiihed  themfelves  in  the  Difcharge  of  their  Office,  or  were  pro- 
moted to  the  principal  Dignities  of  the  Empire.  Here  likewife 
are  four  great  Towers,  feveral  Stories  high.  There  alfo  are 
7000  Men,  in  Garrifon,  under  the  Tartarian  General,  and 
3000  under  the  Viceroy. 

Tho'  there  are  large  Gardens  in  this  City,  and  the  Hpufes  are 
but  of  one  Story,  'tis  furprizingly  populous.  The  principal 
Streets  are  crouded  like  thole  of  Paris,  but  with  this  Difference, 
no  Women  are  feen  in  the  ii.  There  is  a  Fortrefs  for  the  Tar- 
tarian Troops,  which  is  fcparated  from  the  City  by  a  Wall  A 
River  runs  clofe  by  the  Walls,  and  is  a  full  League  broud  in 
this  Place. 

Hamcheu  is  properly  the  Region  of  Silk,  this  being  the  chief 
Commodity  wrought  there.  'Tis  faid  that  there  are  60,000  Per- 
fons  at  work  within  the  Walls;  if  fo,  there  muil  be  feverni 
hundred  thoufands  in  the  Parts  adjacent,  as  Silk  is  wrought  in 
almoft  every  little  Village.  The  flowered  Taffetas  and  Sattins 
called  Lintfe  ;  and  others  quite  plain,  but  clofe  worked  and  even, 
called  Lao  fang  fe,  made  in  this  City,  are  reckoned  the  bell  in 
the  whole  Empire,  and  moll:  in  requeft.  Biy.  that  which  makes 
this  City  delightful  is  a  I'mall  Lake  called  Si' 0  ,  in  the  Neigh- 
bourhood. This  Lake  is  aboat  two  Ltagues  ■•.:  v^id,  and  its  Wa- 
ter, are  clear  as  Chryftal,  fo  that  the  fmal'til  lobbies  are  feen  at 
the  Bottom.  The  Banks,  where  th'3  Waters  are  fhailovv,  are 
quite  covered  with  the  Flowers  of  Lien  on.  In  thiL  Lak.;  are 
Piles,  whereon  hand  fome  Walks  are  I?  id,  which  are  paved  with 
large  fquMre  Stones,  for  the  Conveniency  of  Foot  Paflengcrs.  Mere 
alfo  are  Caufeways  lined  with  Free-ftone  ;  with  Openings  for 
Boats  to  pafs  thro',  ano  Bridges  over  thefe  Openings. 

In  the  Center  of  the  Lake  are  two  fmall  Iflands,  to  which 
People  commonly  refort  after  haviiig  diverted  tijemle  vcs  upon 
the  Water,  in  one  whereof  a  Temple  Hands  with  Ho  .fes  for 
Entertainment.  The  Sides  of  the  Lake  are  alH)  adorned  with 
Temples,  and  large  Monafleries  of  ^ow.::^^ ;  together  wich  fine 
Houfee,  among  wiiich  is  a  fmall  Palace  ;or  vhe  I'^nperor,  who 
makes  ufe  of  it  whenever  he  travels  into  the  fourhcni  i'lovinccs. 
See  Father  du  Halde\  Account  of  Chiiia . 
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,high  Altar,  where,  prollrating  ourfclves  bc^fore  our 
Saviour's  Ini.igc,  we  wordiippt-d  the  Lord  who  had 
been  lb  ver)  gracious  to  lis.  Wc  afcerwarcis  turn- 
ed to  the  Father,  when  we  embraced  one  another 
with  the  utmoii  Tendernefs.  Our  Joy  and  Grati- 
tude were  exprcfled  by  our  Tears  rather  than  by 
our  Words.  This  Father,  who  died  fbme  Years 
fince,  was  at  that  Time  Vice-provincial  of  our  So- 
ciety in  Cbina.  Tho'  quite  hoary,  and  about  three- 
icore,  he  yet  was  hale  and  vigorous.  I  have  brought 
his  Picture  into  France.  'Tis  that  which  was  paint- 
ed after  his  Death  •,  and  which,  agreeably  to  the 
Cbineze  Cullom,  was  carried  in  the  Proccirion  when 
his  Body  was  laid  in  the  Grave. 

Vv'e  were  honourably  received  in  all  the  Cities 
through  which  v/e  paffi^d  from  Hamcheu  to  Peking  ; 
being  accompanied  by  a  Mandarin,  who  provided 
us  with  every  Thinj;  neceiTary.  I  know  that  forne 
Perfons  in  France  cenfiire  the  MlTionaries,  for  ac- 
cepting the  Honours  which  are  paid  them  in  Hea- 
then Countries.  This  I  can  aiFirm,  that  we  don't 
feek  alter  them,  but  avoid  them  as  much  as  poffi- 
ble ;  but  no  one  who  travels  by  the  Emperor's 
Orders,  can  refufe  fuch  Diflin6lions.  That  Man 
would  be  confidcred  as  a  Cheat,  in  the  feveral  Ci- 
ties he  was  to  pafs  through,  who  fhould  call  him- 
feif  as  Envoy ;  one  fcnt  tor  by  the  Prince,  and  not 
obferve  the  Ardcle  of  the  Ceremonial.  The  Ad- 
vantage we  gain  by  it,  and  which  mcchinks  no  one 
would  night,  is,  that  fuch  Mifnonaries  as  travel 
with  thefe  honourable  Marks  of  Biftinc^ion,  re- 
commend to  the  Mandarins  of  the  various  Pro- 
vinces they  pafs  through,  the  feveral  Miffionaries 
who  rcfide  in  their  Jurifdidion  •,  and  Ibften  the  Per- 
fecutions  which  they  fometimes  fjffer  through  the 
Malice  of  the  Heathens  *,  not  to  mention  that  the 
Chr:Jliaris,  being  thus  fuppjrted  by  their  Credit, 
enjoy  I'ranquility  ;    and  the  Heathens^  feeing  our 
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holy  Religion  fo  zealoufly  protefled,  are  not  afraid 
to  embrace  it.  I  forbear  to  fpeak  of  the  good  Of- 
fices they  do  the  European  Mercliants,  who  fome- 
timcs  (land  in  need  of  Recommendation  in  a  Coun- 
try, where  they  are  expofed  to  the  Avarice  and 
Perfidy  of  certain  Officers. 

We  did  not  arrive  in  Peking^  till  the  7th  of  Fe- 
hniary  1688.  The  whole  Court  was  then  in  Mourn- 
ing for  the  Death  of  x\\^  Emprefs,  the  Emperor's 
Grandmother.  The  Jcfuits  were  all  feizcd  with 
Grief,  for  the  Death  of  Father  Ferdinand  Verhieft,  who 
died  ten  Days  before,  of  a  lingring  Difeafe  with 
which  he  had  been  afflifled  fome  Years.  This  Ser- 
vant of  God  had  fuffered  greatly  for  the  Faith  in 
the  lall  Perfecution.  However,  his  Credit  was  af- 
terwards io  confidcrable,  tljat  he  got  his  Brethren 
recalled  from  Banillimcnr,  and  reftored  to  their 
C.'iurches  -,  where  they  employed  thcmfclves  in  get- 
ting together  their  Icattered  Flock,  who  had  tied 
through  fear  of  being  banifiicd,  or  of  having  their 
Pofleffions  confifcated.  From  that  Time  he  was 
the  Protedor  of  the  Faith,  and  of  fuch  Milliona- 
ries  as  WL^re  molellcd  or  perlecuted  by  the  Manda- 
rins, in  the  Provinces. 

We  fhall  never  forget  that  we  owe  our  Entrance 
into  China  to  him ;  and  that,  by  his  Credit,  the 
pernicious  Dcfign.s  of  the  Victi'oy  of  Chekiam  were 
defeated.  Our  Joy  would  ha/e  been  complete, 
could  we  have  had  an  Opportunity  (as  he  defired) 
of  feeing  him  before  he  kW  this  World  ;  of  profit- 
ing by  his  Advice ;  and  been  favoured  with  the 
prudent  Dire6lions  of  a  Man,  whom  all  the  Cbr/f" 
iians  in  China,  juftly  confidered  as  their  Father, 
ifnd  the  rellorer  of  our  holy  Religion  in  their  Coun- 
try. But  Heaven  indulged  us  fufficient  Bleffings  of 
another  kind.  As  we  did  not  intend  to  refide  at 
Courtjbut  to  difperfe  ourfelves  in  the  Provinces,to  la- 
bour at  the  S.Uvviticn  of  vSju1s,wc  were  more  eafily  re- 
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figned  to  the  Will  of  Heaven.  Father  Gerbilloon^ 
relying  on  his  Vigour,  which  the  Toils  he  has  un- 
dergone have  fince  very  much  abated,  was  earneftly 
defirous  of  going  to  the  Extremity  of  the  Province 
of  Xenjiy  to  the  ancient  Church  of  that  holy  Man, 
Father  Stephen  Faber^  a  Frenchman.  This  is  the 
feverell  MifTion  in  Chma^  and  the  moft  deflitute  of 
all  human  Confolation.  Father  Bouvet  was  defirous 
of  going  to  Laeotung.,  and  Eaftern  Tartary^  where 
the  Gofpel  has  not  yet  been  preached.  The  reft  of 
the  Miflionaries  had  not  yet  taken  any  Refolution. 
During  this,  we  all  refided  in  the  Jefuits  Houfe  at 
Peking^  v;here  I  met  with  Father  Anthony  Thomas, 

The  Funeral  of  Fati.er  Verbieft  was  folemnized 
the  nth  of  March  1688,  at  which  we  attended  ; 
and  the  Order  obferved  by  us  in  that  Ceremony  was 
as  follows.  The  Mandarins,  Iwhom  the  Emperor 
had  fent  to  honour  the  illuftrious  decealed  Father, 
being  arrived  at  fevcn  in  the  Morning  \  we  went  to 
the  great  Room  or  Hail,  where  the  Body  of  the 
Father  lay  in  the  Coffin.  The  Coffins  in  China  are 
large ;  made  of  Wood  three  or  four  Inches  thick, 
and  varnifhed  both  within  and  without;  but  (hut 
exceedingly  clofc,  in  order  to  keep  out  the  Air. 
The  Coffin  was  carried  into  the  Street,  and  kt  on  3, 
Litter,  under  a  kind  of  Dome  richly  covered,  and 
firpported  by  four  Columns.  The  Columns  wcie  a- 
dorned  with  Pieces  of  white  Silk  (White  being  the 
Colour  for  Mourning  in  China,)  and  between  tuc  Co- 
Jijmi;s  hung  leveral  Feftoons  of  Silk  of  various  other 
Colours,  which  had  a  very  fine  Fifecfl.  l\he  Lit- 
ter was  fixed  rpon  two  Poles  *,  a  Foot  in  Diame- 
ter, and  of  a  Length  proportionable  to  their 
Breadrh  ;  and  Hxty  or  eighty  Men,  who  were  drawn 
up  on  each  fide,  were  to  carry  this  Litter  on    their 
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Shoulders.  The  Father-Superior,  accompanied  by- 
all  the  Jefuits  in  Peking^  kneeled  down  before  the 
Corps  in  the  middle  of  the  Street.  We  made 
three  Bows  quite  to  the  Ground  -,  during  which  the 
ChriftianSy  who  were  prefent  at  this  fad  Ceremony, 
melted  into  Tears,  and  vented  fuch  Groans  as 
might  have  touched  the  moft  obdurate  Hearts.  The 
ProcefTion  afterwards  fet  out  in  the  following  Or- 
der. 

Firft  appeared  a  Pidure,  twenty-five  Foot  long, 
and  four  broad,  adorned  with  Feftoons  of  Silk,  the 
Ground  whereof  was  of  red  TafFety,  on  which  the 
Name  and  Dignity  of  Father  Verhieft  were  written, 
in  Chineze^    in  large  Gold  Charadcrs.     This  Ma- 
chine, which  fevcral  Men  carried  aiofr,  was  preced- 
ed  by   a   Band  of    Players  on  Inftruments  •,    and 
followed  by  another  Company,  carrying  Standards, 
Feftoons  and  Streamers.     Next  was  feen  the  Crofs, 
in  a  larore  Nich  adorned  with  Columns,  and  vari- 
ous  Works  of  Silk.     Several   Chriftians   followed, 
fome  with  Standards,  like  the  firft,  and  others  with 
Tapers  in  their  Hands.     They  walked  two  and  two, 
in  the  middle  of  the  wide  Streets   of  Peking,  with 
fuch  a  Modefty  as  the  Heathens  themfelves  admired. 
Then  were  feen  in  a  Nich,  the  Image  of  the  Blef- 
fed   Virgin,    with  the    Infant  Jefus,    holding  the 
Globe  of  the  World  in  his  Hand.     The  Chriftians 
who  followed,    carried  alfo    Tapers  or  Standards, 
like  thofc  who  went  before. 

Next  came  a  Pidure  of  the  Guardian  Angel,  ac- 
companied in  the  fame  manner,  and  followed  by 
Father  Verhieft^^  Picture,  which  was  carried  with  alt 
theEnfigns  fuitable  to  the  Employments  wherewith 
the  Emperor  had  honoured  him.  Immediately  after 
we  came  forward,  dreficd  in  our  Mourning  Habits, 
which  are  White,  as  was  obfcrvcd  above  •,  and  we 
gave  at  Intervals  the  Indic.ition  of  our  deep  Afflic- 
tion, by  repeated  Sobs,   af:er  tiie   Cuftoni   of  the 
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Country  *.  The  Body  of  Father  Verbicft  followed, 
accompanied  by  the  Mandarins,  whom  the  Empe- 
ror himfcif  had  nominated  to  honour  tlic  Memory 
of  that  famous  MilTionary.  'J'hey  were  all  on 
Horfcback.  The  firft  was  the  Emperor's  Father- 
in-Law,  the  fccond  the  firfl:  Captain  of  his  Guards, 
the  third  one  of  his  Gentlemen,  and  other  Perfons 
of  lefs  Diftinftion.  The  whole  Proceffion,  which 
was  performed  with  the  greateft  Decency  and  Or- 
der, was  clofed  by  fifty  Men  on  Horfcback.  The 
Streets  were  lined,  on  each  fide,  with  numberlefs 
Spectators,  who  obferved  a  profound  Silence  as  we 
paffed  along. 

Our  Burial-Place  is  out  of  the  City,  in  a  Gar- 
den, which  one  of  the  laft  Chineze  Monarchs  gave 
to  the  firft  Mifllonarics  of  our  Society.  This  Gar- 
den is  furrounded  with  Walls,  and  there  is  a  Cha- 
pel and  few  a  fmall  Hcufes  in  it. 

Being  come  to  the  Gate,  we  all  fell  upon  our 
Knees  before  the  Corps,  in  the  middle  of  the  way, 
and  made  three  low  Bows.  Hei-e  the  Tears  of  the 
Attendants  burft  out  a.frefli.  The  Body  was  car- 
ried near  to  the  Place  where  it  was  to  be  interred ; 
and  there  an  Altar  was  fet  up,  on  which  flood  the 
Crofs  and  the  Wax-Tapers.  The  Father-Superior 
then  took  a  Surplice,  read  the  Prayers,  and  per- 
fumed with  Incenfe,  as  prefcribcd  in  the  Ritual, 
We  again  profbrated  ourfelves  thrice  before  the  Cof- 
fin, which  was  taken  from  the  Litter  and  fet  upon 
the  Ground.  'Twas  now  that  the  Groans  of  the 
Spei5lators  broke  out  a-fi-eih  ;  and  this  with  fo  much 
Violence,  tliat  no  Perfon  couM  refrain  from  Tears. 

The  Grave  was  a  kind  of  Vault,  fix  Foot  deep, 
(even  long,  and  five  broad.     'Twas  paved  and  lined 

*  By  the  manner  in  which  the  Father  exprefTes  himfelf,  one 
would  aimoll  ccr.c'uJe  that  thefc  Jefuits  gave  thefe  Demonilra- 
tions  of  their  Sorrov/,  for  no  other  Realoii,  but  becauie  it  was  the 
Cuiium  fo  to  do  in  China. 

with 


TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits.        75 

with  Brick  on  all  Sides,  in  form  of  a  Wall.  The 
Coffin  was  p!ac-J,  in  the  middle,  as  on  two  Tref- 
fles  of  Brick,  about  a  Foot  high.  They  afterwards 
railed  the  Walls  of  the  Vault,  to  the  height  of  fix 
or  fcvcn  Fcoc;  terminating  in  an  Arch,  with  a 
Crofs  at  Top. 

Finally,  at  a  few  Foot  diftance  from  the  Sepul- 
chre, was  fct  up  a  Piece  of  white  Marble,  fix  Foot 
Jiigh,  including  the  Bafe  and  Capital,  on  which 
were  written  in  Chimze  and  Latin  Charaders,  the 
Name,  Age,  and  Country  of  the  deceafed ;  with 
the  Year  he  died,  and  the  Time  he  had  lived  in 
China. 

Father  Ricci^s^  Sepulchre  ftands  firfl,  at  the  End 
of  the  Garden,  in  a  diftinguiflied  Place,  as  deno- 
ting him  to  be  the  Founder  of  this  Mifllon.  All  the 
reft  are  ranged  in  two  Lines  below  him,  in  the  fol- 
lowing Order. 
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Father  I       I  Magellams.     Father 
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Seguira. 
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o 


Buglio. 
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The  Body  of  Father  Adam  Schall^  lies  on  ano- 
ther fide,  in  a  truly  royal  Sepulchre,  which  the  pre- 
fer t  Emperor  caufed  to  be  ereded  fome  Years  after 
hi:  Death,  when  the  Memory  of  that  great  Man 
was  reftored  to  its  former  Luftre. 

Before  Father  Verhiefi  was  buried,  the  Emperor, 
who  had  juft  quitted  his  Mourning  for  the  Death  of 
the  Emprcfs  his  Grandmother,  fent  to  enquire  our 
Names,  our  feveral  Capacities,  and  the  Talents  we 
poireffed.  The  Tranquility  which  the  Empire  en- 
joyed by  his  prudent  Conduct,  fince  his  two  laft 
Journies  into  1'artary^  the  Relation  of  which  we 
had  perufed  in  PariSy  gave  us  an  Opportunity  of 
anfwering,  among  other  Particulars :  that  the  French 
admired  his  Majcfty's  Genius  and  Condud,  and 
entertained  the  higheft  Idea  of  his  Valour  and 
Magnificence.  He  alked  the  Age  of  our  Monarch ; 
the  Wars  in  which  he  had  been  engaged,  and  in 
what  manner  he  governed  his  Kingdom  ;  all  which 
Qiieftions  we  anfwered  as  became  faithful  Subjeds, 
who  form  to  themfelves  the  mod  advantageous 
Idea  poflible  of  the  exalted  Qualities  of  .  jr  Mo- 
narch. The  Officer  who  fpokc  in  the  Emperor's 
3  Name 
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Name  faid  :  that  though  his  Majefty  was  not  ycC 
acquainted  with  us,  he  yet  had  the  fame  Regard  for 
us  as  for  the  rcrt  of  the  Fathers ;  that  he  confidcred 
the  Courage  we  had  fhcwn,  in  leaving  our  Rela- 
tions, and  our  native  Country,  as  a  fenfible  Proof 
of  the  Truth  of  our  Religion  •,  but  that,  in  Order 
to  be  pcrfcdlly  convinced  of  this,  he  was  defirous 
of  feeing  fonic  Miracles  wrought  in  China,  like  to 
thofe  which  he  heard  had  been  perfoiined  in  other 
Countries,  for  the  Confirmation  of  the  Gofpel.  But 
this  was  not  all.  He  one  Day  condefcended  to  fend 
us  fome  of  his  Tea,  as  well  as  of  the  befl:  Wine 
from  his  own  Table.  We  were  told,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  intended  that  my  Comp.  'ons  and  I  (hould  re- 
fide  at  his  Court  •,  and  that  h  uTigned  to  give  us 
a  Houfe  in  his  Palace  :  But  God,  who  required  our 
Prefence  clfe where,  would  not  permit  this  Refolu- 
tion  to  take  EfFedt  fo  foon.  We  were  as  yet  too 
little  acquainted  with  the  Chinezc  Language,  and 
confequently  were  not  able  to  do  the  Emperor  the 
Services  he  expcdted . 

'Twas  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Tribunal  of  Rites  to 
prefent  us  to  the  Emperor,  as  Orders  had  been 
difpatched  to  the  Members  to  bring  us  to  Court. 
Accordingly  they  fent  for  us,  after  Eather  Verbicft^s 
Funeral  was  over,  that  is,  as  foon  as  we  were  per- 
mitted to  go  Abroad,  according  to  the  Ceremonial 
of  China.  We  now  faw  this  formidable  Tribunal, 
before  which,  a  few  Years  fmce,  all  the  Miffiona- 
ries  had  appeared  in  Chains.  The  Place  where  it 
is  held,  is  neither  fpacious  nor  magnificent.  The 
Mandarins  bcinp;  fcated  on  a  kind  of  Sofii,  indult^^^ 
ed  us  an  honourable  Reception  j  and  afcer  dcfiriiig 
us  to  be  ftated^  difcourfed  with  us.  The  firit  '■Tar- 
tarian Prefident,  havin<^  received  the  Emperor's  Or- 
ders, told  us  that  this  Prince  defired  to  fee  us  next 
Day,  adding  that  the  Srip::rior  of  our  lloufe  mull 
prcfcnt  us  10  U'nn, 
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We  had  the  Honour  to  pay  our  Rerpec5ls  to  the 
Emperor  the  2 ill  oi  March  1688.  That  augiift 
Monarch  was  very  gracious  -,  and  after  reproaching 
lis,  in  the  moft  obliging  Terms,  for  rcfufing  to  re- 
fide  in  his  Court  -,  he  declared  that  Fatiicrs  Gerbil- 
lon  and  Bonvet  fhoukl  continue  near  his  Perfon  ;  but 
that  the  reft  had  leave  to  go  and  preach  our  holy  Re- 
ligion in  the  Provinces.  He  afterwards  ordered  Tea 
to  be  brought  •,  and  fi^nt  us  an  hundred  Pi ftolcs,  which 
the  Cbineze  looked  upon  as  an  extraordinary  Gift. 
After  this  Vifit,  Fathers  ie  Ccm'e,  V/fdelcu^  and  my- 
felf,  difcourfed  about  difpcrfing  ourf^-tlves  in  the  fe- 
veral  Provinces,  in  order  to  labour  at  the  Conver- 
fion  of  the  Heathens  ;  however,  we  thought  proper, 
before  we  left  Peking^  to  vifit  every  Thing  curious 
in  that  famous  City. 

Pekwg  is  compofed  of  two  Cities.  The  firfl:  in 
the  middle,  in  which  flands  the  Emperor's  Palace, 
is  called  the  City  of  the  Tartars  -,  and  the  fccond 
the  City  of  the  Chineze.  They  join  to  one  ano- 
ther, and  each  is  four  Leagues  round.  *Ti£  fb 
exceedingly  populous,  and  fo  much  Bufinefs  is  car- 
rying on  there,  that  People  can  fcarce  pals  along  in 
the  Streets,  though  very  wide,  and  that  no  Wo- 
men appear  in  them. 

We  went  and  faw  the  famous  Bell  in  Peking^  which, 
as  we  are  aflTured,  weighs  an  100,000/,  *Tis  in  the 
form  of  a  Cylinder,  and  ten  Foot  in  Diameter.  Its 
Height  is  as  one  and  an  half  to  its  Breadth,  ac- 
cording to  the  ullial  Proportions  in  China.  'Tis 
railed  on  a  fquare  Pile  of  Brick  and  Stone  ;  and 
covered  only  with  a  Mat-roof,  ever  fince  that  of 
Wood  was  burnt. 

We  likewife  fiw  the  Obfervatorv,  and  the  feve- 
ral  Brafs  Inltruments,  which  are  beautiful,  and  wor- 
thy of  the  Imperial  Magnificence  •,  but  I  can't  fay 
whether  they  are  fo  true,  as  would  be  ncceflary  for 
making  accurate   Obfervations,    they  being  fitted 

with 
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with  plain  Sights  only  ;  not  to  mention  that  their 
Divifions  appear  unequal  to  the  Eye,  and  that  the 
diagonal  Lines  do  not  join  in  many  Places. 

The  City-Gates  appear  more  auguft  and  magni- 
ficent than  ours  *.  They  are  prodigiouHy  lofty, 
and  inclofe  a  fpacious  fquare  Court,  furrounded 
with  Walls,  on  which  noble  Salons  are  built,  both 
on  the  City  fide,  and  on  that  which  looks  towards 
the  Country.  The  Walls  of  Pekhig  are  of  Brick, 
about  forty  Foot  high,  flanked  at  every  Interval  of 
twenty  Fathom,  with  fmall  fquare  Towers  at  equal 
Diftances,  which  are  kept  in  very  good  Repair. 
There  are  fpacious  Stair-Cafes  or  TerraflTes  in  fome 
Places,  for  the  Horfe  to  ride  up.  We  often  took 
the  Latitude  of  Peking,  from  our  Houfe  called  Si- 
inn  or  the  Wejiern  Church,  and  found  .it  39  De- 
grees,  52  Minutes,  c,^  Seconds  i", 

•     Father 


*  They  muft  be  very  noble  indeed,  fome  of  thofc  of  Paria 
being  remarkably  fo,  particularly  that  of  St.  DcvySt  which 
fcems  to  (peak  all  the  Sj.  lendor  ?.nd  Magnificence  of  ancient  Roim. 

-|-  The  bell  Account  I  could  colieft  concerning  Peking^  is  as 
follows.  It  ftands  in  a  very  fruitful  Plaint  Twenty  Leagues 
from  the  great  Wall.  The  City  is  an  exaft  Square,  and  the 
whole  is  divided  into  two  Cities ;  the  Part  in  which  the  Eniperor^s 
Palace  Hands,  is  called  Sin-chi)ig^  or  the  new  City,  and  likewile 
thiTartats  City. The  fecond  \^  cnWtALaotching.or  t\\Q  oiUChinsze 
City,  and  that  became,  when  the  Cbitieze  were  drove  from  the 
other  City,  fome  of  them  retired  into  this.  The  Tartars  arc  fo 
grcaly  increafed  within  thefe  fourfcore  Years,  that  they  occupy 
almoit  all  the  neiv  City,  and  the  Chineze  poffefs  the  remainder. 

The  Circuit  of  the  Walls  of  the  two  Cities  together,  abftrail- 
ed  fromi  the  Suburbs,  is  faid  to  be  above  five  Leagues,  and  con- 
fequently  is  Itfs  ti.an  Xaniin,  but  then  there  is  a  vaft  Difference 
between  the  Hcig'ii,  the  BreaJth,  and  Beautyof  the  Walls  of  thefe 
two  Cities, Peii//^  exceeding  infinitely  in  that  Refpeft.  A  Horfe- 
min  may  afccuii  the  VValls  of  the  new  City  ofPdin^jhy  a  kind 
of  r«rris  cf  a  great  Length.  In  fevcral  Places  are  Houfes  built 
where  Guard  is  kept.  There  are  many  Towers  within  Bow-fliot 
of  each  other.  Tiie  Gates  of  the  City,  which  are  lofty,  fupport 
very  large  Paviliur.s  nine  Stories  high,  and  on  each  Story  are 
Openings,  either  oi  ^ludows  or  Purt-holcs;  in  the  lovvell  Story 
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Father  Thomas  told   us  the   Particulars   which 
are     told     in    Peking^     concerning;    the     King- 
don: 

is  a  Room  or  Hall  for  the  Soldiers ;  and  before  each  Gate  is  an 
Area  of  360  Foot  for  a  Parade.  The  nine  Gates  of  the  City 
have  each  a  double  P;ivil:on  built  alike  on  the  Platform  of  the 
Walls,  and  is  furnifhed  with  Artillery.  Thefe  Fortifications  are 
more  than  fufficiint  to  keep  the  People  in  awe. 

The  Screets  of  that  great  City  are  ftrait,  laid  outalmoll  with 
a  Line ;  a  League  in  Length,  and  about  a  1 20  Foot  wide, 
and  have  commonly  Shops  on  each  Side  of  the  Way.  But  the 
Fronts  of  the  Houlcs  are  poor  and  very  low.  ' Tis  furprifing  to 
obierve  the  numberlefs  Multitudes  who  croud  this  City,  though 
not  a  Woman  is  to  be  feen  nmong  them  j  and  the  great  Confu- 
fion  caultd  by  the  vail  Number  of  Horfes,  Mules,  Afles,  Ca- 
mels, Carts,  Waggons  and  Chairs ;  befide  the  Crouds  of  one  or 
two  huidred  Men  in  the  Streets,  who  flock  round  fome  Fortune- 
Telltr,  Player  at  Cups  and  Balls,  or  Ballad-Singer ;  to  hear 
a  Fellow  read  or  tell  a  comical  Story  ;  or  to  lilten  to  a  Sore  of 
Quacks,  who  vend  their  Medicines,  and  explain  their  wonderful 
Effi-fts  with  rhetorical  Flourilhes.  If  Perfons  of  Diftindlion  had 
not  a  Horfeman  to  clear  the  way,  they  would  be  ftopt  every  In- 
ftant.  All  the  Wealth  and  Merchandizes  of  the  Empire  are  per- 
petually pouring  into  this  City.  The  ufual  Vehicles  are  Horfes 
or  Chairs,  and  thefe  are  eafily  found,  and  at  a  \txy  cheap  Rate. 
The  Owner  of  the  Horfe  often  leads  the  Beaft,  becaufe  of  the 
vatt  Crouds,  and  thefe  Owners  know  exactly  the  Street  and 
Houfe,  where  every  confiderable  Perfon  lives ;  and  a  Book  is 
fold,  giving  an  Account  of  the  Abodes  of  all  Perfons  in  public 
Employment.  The  Governor  of  Pekingy  a  Manche<w  Tartar  of 
Diftinftion,  prefides  over  the  whole  City  and  the  People,  in  all 
Things  relating  to  the  civil  Government  and  the  public  Safety. 
The  Polity  here  is  excellent.  A  perfedl  Tranquility  is  enjoyed, 
fo  that  it  leldom  happens,  in  many  Years,  that  a  Houfe  is  broke 
open,  or  a  Robbery  committed.  This  is  owing  to  to  the  exadl 
Order. 

All  the  great  Streets  which  are  drawn  by  a  Line  from  one 
Gate  to  ano.her,  have  a  Dody  of  Guards  in  them. Thefu  Soldiers, 
who  have  Power  to  take  all  I'crfons  who  make  the  leaft  Diftur  • 
bance  into  Cuitody,  ftand  Night  and  Day  with  thcr  Swords 
drawn,  and  holding  Whips  in  their  Hands.  The  fmallcr  Streets 
which  come  into  the  greater,  have  Gates  made  in  the  Form  of 
a  Lattice  through  which  all  Perfons  who  pafs  along  are  feen  ;  and 
thefe  are  guarded  by  Soldiers  placed  oppofite  to  them  in  the 
great  Street.  The  Lattice  Gates  are  ihut  at  Night,  by  the  Sol 
diers,  and  opened  for  none  but  thofe  who  can  give  a  good  Ac- 
ount  of  themfelves.     No  Perfon  is  permitted  to   ramLle  about 

in 
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dom  of  Corea.  His  Relation  is  as  follows.  Its 
Capital  is  called  Chau-ftcn^  being  i  lo  Leagues  from 

the 

in  the  Night;  and  all  thofc  who  are  fent  upon  the  Empcrot'3 
Bafinefs  are  examined  ;  and  if  their  Aniwcrs  arc  ever  fo  lirtle 
lufpicious,  they  are  immediately  carried  t>.  one  of  ihc  CJiiaid- 
rooms.  The  Governor  is  obliged  to  valk  ri  und  the  City  ;  and 
alfo  the  feveral  Officers  who  ketp  Guard  on  the  Wall',  and  0\\ 
the  Pavilions  of  the  Gates.  Tiie  leait  Negkft  is  p-iniftied  the 
next  Day,  and  the  Officer  isb;oke.  ^y  tins  excel l-.nc  Order, 
Tranquility,  Silence  and  Safety,  reign  in  t!;i';  ;:,reat  City.  Is  it 
not  llrange  that  the  'Tartan^  an  unpoliiTicd  N.it.on,  who  came 
not  long  fiiice  from  Wood",  and  Forclb,  fliould  iubmit  to  thefe 
excellent  Laws ;  whilH  the  Europeans  with  all  the  Advant;iges  of 
Education,  often  turn  Night  into  LWy  ?  'lliefe  Soldiers  alfo 
take  Care  that  every  Porfon,  cleans  the  Street  bL-fore  his 
Door,  they  thernfelves  cljaning  the  middle  of  the  Streets,  which 
are  not  paved,  after  Rain.  All  thefe  Soldiers  go  on  Foot.  The 
Streets  of  the  old  Town  are  narrow,  and  not  kept  fo  free  f>om 
Dirt  as  thofe  of  the  new. 

There  is  a  fecond  Wall  in  the  new  City,  called  the  Imperial 
Wall,  and  its  Southern  Gate  is  alfo  the  Gate  of  the  Emperor's 
Palace,  which  confills  of  a  mighty  AfTemblage  of  Buildings, 
Courts  and  Gardens:  and  is  inclofed  by  a  Brick  VVall,  i  Ltague 
3-  round.  Battlements  are  placed  upon  the  Wall,  along  the 
Courtine  ;  and  over  each  Gate  is  a  more  lofty  Pavilion  furround- 
ed  by  a  Gallery,  which  is  fupported  by  Pillars,  in  Form  of  a 
Peryllile.  The  Space  between  the  Imperial  Wall  and  the  Inclo- 
fureof  the  Palace,  is  above  i  League  -^  round,  and  is  filled  with 
the  Houfes  belonging  to  particular  Officers  of  the  Emperor's 
Houfhold  ;  to  the  Enunchs,  or  to  the  various  Tribunals,  fomeof 
which  get  in  the  Provifions  for  the  Emperor's  Table,  and  the  reft 
take  Care  to  prefcrve  Peace  and  Harmony  in  the  Itnperiil  Hou- 
fhold, and  puniHi  Delinquents  j  except  when  the  Crimes  are  wcry 
flagrant, in  which  Cafe  thefe  inner  Tribunals,  (as  they  are  called) 
fend  them  to  the  Exterior  or  great  Tribunals  of  the  Empire. 

The  Architcfture  of  the  Imperial  Palace  is  quite  diiFrent 
from  that  of  Europe,  but  it  ftrikes  the  Eye  by  the  Grandeur  and 
regular  Difpofition  of  the  Apartments,  and  the  lofty  Structure  of 
the  Roofs.  The  whole  is  covered  with  varnilhcd  Tiles,  of  fo 
beautiful  a  Yellow,  that  they  appear,  at  a  Djllance,  almoft  as 
bright  as  Gold.  Another  futh  Roof  projects  from  the  Walls  ; 
and  all  its  Beams  are  japan'd  with  Gold  Flowers  on  a  Green 
Ground.  This  fecond  Roof,  and  the  firft,  crown  as  it  were, 
thefe  Strudures,  and  have  a  mort  noble  EfFcd.  The  whole  Pa- 
lace is  exceedingly  auguft  and  lofty,  and  worthy  the  greatell  Em- 
pire in  the  World. 
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the  River  Tab,  which  feparates  'Jarlary  from  Corea, 
From  this  River  to  the  City  of  Chinyany  Capital  of 

the 

The  Terrafles  on  which  the  feveral  Apartments  are  bui'f,  are 
grand.  Thcfe  Terrafles  are  about  fifteen  Foot  hij^h,  caCcd  with 
white  Marble,  and  adorned  with  Ballift;>rs,  pretty  well  wrought. 
No  Perfon  is  permitted  to  pafs  by  the  -Terras,  into  the  Apart- 
ments ;  the  Emperor  only  being  carried  through  it,  in  his  co- 
vered Chair,  en  Days  of  Ceremony.  Thefc  Terrafle"  before  the 
"Windows  Of  the  feveral  Apartments,  mal:e  a  broad  Platform, 
paved  wich  Marble,  and  projedl  feven  or  eight  Foot  beyond  the 
ildifice.  Such  is  the  Aparimcnt  where  the  Emperor  rcfides,  as 
is  alfo  that  more  to  the  South,  which  is  open  to  all  the 
Mandarins  of  the  Empire,  and  is  called  the  Hall  of  the  Grand 
Lhiicn. 

In  this  Hall  the  Mandarins  renew  their  Homage,  by  ftriking 
their  Foreheads  on  the  Ground,  ^c.  on  certain  Days  appointed 
fcr  that  Purpofe  ;  and  thefc  Ceremonies  are  performed  whether 
the  Emperor  beprefent  or  abfent.  This  Hall  is  almoll  Square, 
and  abi'Ut  130  Foot  long.  The  Cieling  is  of  carved  Work, 
japan'd  Ctrecn,  embellilhcd  with  gilded  Dragons ;  the  Pillars  aic 
about  lix  or  feven  Foot  round  at  Bottom,  and  japan'd  v.'ith  Red. 
Part  of  the  Pavement  is  covered  with  an  ordinary  Sort  of  Carpets, 
imitating  thofe  of  Turkey.  The  Walls  are  very  White,  but  de- 
void of  all  Ornament.  The  Throne,  raifed  in  the  Centre  of  the 
Hall,  confills  of  a  lofty  Alcove,  extremely  neat,  but  not  magni- 
ficent. On  the  Platform  before  the  Hall,  (land  large  brazen 
Veffels,  in  which  Perfumes  are  burnt  during  the  Ceremony  ;  with 
Candlefticks,  in  the  fliape  of  Birds,  large  enough  to  hold  Flam- 
ber.uv.  When  the  Emperor  comes  from  the  Apartment  to  af- 
cend  the  Throne,  in  Order  to  receive  the  Homage  of  the  whole 
Empire,  he  is  carried  in  a  Chair,  by  Men  dreffed  in  long  red 
Veils  cmbioidercd  with  Silk,  and  wearing  a  Cap  with  a  Sort  of 
Flume  of  Feithers.  The  Court  before  this  Imperial  Hall  is 
the  la.geft  in  the  PaLice,  and  on  the  Gallery  furrounding  it,  are 
the  Emperor's  Magazines,  filled  with  every  kind  of  valuable 
Gcods.  One  contains  Valts,  another  the  richeft  Furs,  a  third 
Precious  Stones;  in  afouith  the  fined  Silks  in  the  Empire.  Thefc 
Magazines  aic  open  on  certain  folemn  Occafions.  Tiie  other 
Magus' ines  are  cither  for  Bows,  Arrows,  Saddles;  or  contain 
the  molt  exquifitc  kinds  of  Tea  found  in  China,  with  various 
Sorts  of  Simples  and  Drugo.  To  defcribe  all  the  Edif.ces  of  this 
Palace  wouiu  be  endiciii. 

The  Palaicsof  the  Emperor's  Children,  and  the  other  Princes 
of  the  Blood,  are  valHy  large,  very  neat  within,  and  coll  great 
Sums.  The  Mce  Dcfign  runs  through  the  Body  of  the  W*irk, 
and  in  the  Crnamcnt?^,  x/v.  Ranges   of  Courts,  adorned  with 
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the  Province  of  Leaotung^  the  Dirtance  is  computed 
60  Leagues  ;  from  Chtnyan  to  Chinbaiy  at  the  En- 
trance of  China  towards  Leaotung^  80  *,  from  Chan- 
hat  to  Peking^  6y.  The  Kingdom  of  Corea  ex- 
tends Northward,  to  the  44th  Degree  of  Latitude. 
'Tis  populous  and  divided  into  eight  Provinces.  *Tis 
140  Leagues  from  Eall  to  Weft.  The  Coreans  are 
fincere,  and  no  Perfon  is  allowed  to  go  trom  China 
thither,  without  exprefs  Leave  from  the  Emperor. 

After  travelling  fixteen  Days,  we  arrived  the 
14th  of  jlpril^  which,  that  Year,  w^s  IVednefddy  in 
Paflion-Weck,  at  Kiam-cheu,  a  City  of  the  fecond 
Clafs,  in  the  Province  of  Xe??^  *,  where  our  So- 
ciety has  a  fine  Houfe  ;    a  great  Number  of  Chrif- 

Buidlings  on  the  Sides,  and  in  Front  a  Hall  japan'd  and  raiVd 
on  a  Platform,  three  or  four  Foot  high.  I'he  Doors,  whicli 
commonly  open  into  fome  By-Streets,  are  adorned  only  with  two 
Lions  of  Brdfs  or  White  Stone,  the  Workmanfhip  of  which  is 
but  indiffjrcnt.  The  Imperial  Palace  above  dclcribed,  is  the 
only  one  which  merits  our  Attention  in  this  mighty  City. 

The  Tribunals  (fix  in  Number)  of  the  feveral  Jurifdiflions, 
are  HI  lewife  of  vail  Extent,  but  not  well  built,  and  worfe  re- 
paired, and  no  way  fuitable  to  the  Majefly  of  the  Empire,  The(e 
feveral  Tribunals  are  divided  into  particular  Rooms,  where 
various  Aft'airs  are  tranfaded.  There  are  feveral  Tribunals  under 
thcfe  fix  fovereign  Courts,  which  never  concern  themfelves  with 
State- Affair?,  except  when  commanded  for  that  Purpofe  by  the 
Emperor. 

All  the  Tartar  Families  live  at  Peking,  or  in  its  Neighbour- 
hood, and  are  not  permitted  to  leave  it  without  a  fpecial  Order 
from  the  Emperor.  'Tis  related  that  the  Emperor's  Houftiold, 
and  thofe  of  the  great  Number  of  Princes  who  refide  in  Peking^ 
amount  to  an  hundred  thoufand  Men, who  are  kept  conftantly  in 
this  City  ;  and  that  there  are  always  fix  hundred  thoufand  Men 
on  Foot  in  China,  even  in  Times  of  Peace.  The  fovereign  Courts 
above-mentioned  are  fubcrdinate  only  to  the  Emperor  cr  theGrand 
Council.  'Tis  owing  to  the  excellent  Order  eftabiiflied  in  Peking, 
and  which  fervcs  as  a  Model  for  the  reft,  that  the  Empire  has 
enjoyed  fo  long  a  Peace,  and  the  moft  profound  Tranquility. 

Befidts  the  general  JurifdiClion  which  Peking  has  over  the 
whole  Empire,  by  its  fix  fovereign  Courts,  it  likewife  commands 
over  a  particular  Diftrift,  in  which  are  twenty- fix  Cities. 

*  I  rather  take  thi*  to  be  the  Province  of  Xanji. 
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Uam  being  difperfed  in  the  neighbouring  Towns 
and  Villages.  We  celebrated  Mafs  there,  on  the 
Morrow  ;  a  great  Number  of  Cbrifiians  being  pre- 
fent  on  that  Occafion.  The  Mandarins  of  the 
City  vifited  us,  fome  of  whom  came  into  the 
Church,  and  there  worfliipped  our  Lord  on  their 
Knees,  proftrating  themfelves  before  his  Image. 
One  of  them  had  fome  Thoughts  of  embracing  our 
holy  Religion,  and  communicated  his  [Defign  to  us. 
We  took  the  Latitude  of  Kiam-cbeu,  and  found  it 
35  Degrees,  37  Minutes,  10  Seconds.  'Tis  fixed 
at  36  Degrees,  50  Minutes,  in  Father  Martini's 
Maps. 

The  Road  from  Peking  to  the  Province  oi  Xenfi^ 
is  one  of  the  fined,  and  mod  agreeable  in  all  China. 
"We  pafs  by  nine  or  ten  Cities,  and  among  others 
Paotim-fu,  the  Refidence  of  the  Viceroy.  The 
whole  Country  is  level,  and  cultivated  ;  the  Road 
even, and  bordered  with  Trees  in  many  Places,  with 
Walls  to  cover  and  fecure  the  Country.  Men, 
Carts,  and  Beads  of  Burthen,  arc  perpetually  paf- 
fing  this  way.  We  find,  at  the  Didance  of  every 
League,  two  or  three  Villages,  exclufive  of  thole 
feen  on  every  fide,  as  far  as  the  Eye  can  carry. 
Over  the  Rivers  are  fine  Bridges,  compofed  of  fe- 
veral  Arches,  the  mod  confiderable  being  that  of 
Loo-ko-kiao^  three  Leagues  from  Peking.  The 
Rails  of  thefe  Bridges  are  of  Marble.  On  each 
fide  are  an  hundred  and  forty-eight  Pods,  with  the 
Figures  of  young  Lions,  in  different  Attitudes,  pla- 
ced on  every  one ,  and  at  each  End  of  the  Bridge, 
four  Elephants  were  reprcfented  lying  down. 

I  \ch  Kiam- cbeu,  the  5th  of  May  1688,  to  go 
to  Nankin.  Fathers  ie  Comte,and  Fifdelou^accompankd 
me  till  we  were  got  out  c>f  the  City,  where  we 
were  met  by  our  chief  Chrifiians  who,  unknown  to 
us,  had  prepared  in  the  Roi^d  through  which  we 
were  to  pafs,    a  Table  covered  with  Flowers  and 
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Perfumes,  with  a  very  neat  Collation  ;  it  being  the 
Cuftom  in  C/Mm,  to  give  this  I'eftimony  of  Ho- 
nour and  Efteeni  to  a  Pcrfon  who  is  going  away. 
We  now  were  obliged  to  halt,  in  order  to  return 
their  CivilitieF,and  the  Thanks  they  gave  us  for  vifit- 
ing  them.  As  our  Difcourfe  was  very  aftedionatc, 
'twas  with  Reludlance  I  quitted  them.  And  now 
taking  leave  in  the  fame  Place,  of  the  two  Fathers, 
my  taithful  Fellow-Travellcrs  during  above  there 
Years,  I  fet  out  alone,  for  the  Place  whither  Di- 
vine Providence  called  me.  This  Journey  took  up 
27  Daysi  and  here  follows  fome  Particulars  of 
it. 

After  eroding  the  River  Fuetiho,  to  the  Eaft  of 
the  City  of  Kiam-cbeu,  wc  find,  during  10  Leagues, 
a  flat  Country  covered  with  Trees,  and  very 
v/KiW  cultivated  ;  with  a  great  Number  of  Villages 
on  all  fides  J  the  Horizon  being  bounded  by  a 
Chain  of  high  Mountains.  We  pafs  by  two  Cities 
of  the  third  Clafs  •,  and  afterwards  go  upon  Moun- 
tains, where,  in  five  Days,  I  travelled  forty  Leagues. 
This  was  almofl:  a  perpetual  Afcent,  and  often  very 
troublefome.  Thefe  Mountains,  in  the  Places 
where  I  pad,  were  Ibmetimes  barren  •,  but  they  ge- 
nerally dilcovered  a  good  Soil,  and  were  cultivated 
to  the  very  Brink  of  the  Precipices.  We  here  meet 
now  and  then  with  Plains,  three  or  four  Leagncs 
over,  inclofed  with  Hills  and  Mountains,  fo  that 
it  has  the  Face  of  a  fruitful  Country.  I  faw 
fome  of  thefe  Mountains  cut  Terrafs-Fafhion, 
from  the  Bottom  quire  to  the  Top.  The  Terraflfes, 
which  are  fixty  or  eighty  in  Number,  are  ranged 
one  above  another,not  above  three  or  four  Foot  high. 
When  the  Mountains  are  (tony,  the  Chineze  dig  up 
the  Stones,  and  with  thefe  they  build  little  Walls 
to  fupport  the  TerralTes  •,  after  which  they  finooth 
the  good  Land,  and  fow  it  with  Corn.  This  is  an 
endlefs  Toil,  and  a  Proof  of  the  laborious  Difpofi- 
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tion  of  this  People.  I  found  but  one  City  of  the 
Third  CLils  in  thells  Mountains  \  but  met  wherever  I 
came,with  a  great  number  oi  Villages,  and  a  number- 
Jefs  multitude  of  Hamlets.  1  there  faw  a  kind  of 
Dclh  Ware  *  ;  and  Earthen  Ware  -f  is  made  in 
feveral  Places,which  afterwards  is  carried  to  the  Cities 
and  the  adjacent  Provinces.  Happening  one  Day 
to  be  travelling  in  a  narrow  deep  Roail,  in  which 
there  was  a  mighty  clutter  of  Carts,  I  imagined 
there  would  prelently  be  a  great  Quarrel ;  and  that 
the  Carters  might  polfibly  come  to  Blows,  as  often 
happens  in  Europe  :  But  how  great  was  my  Surprize 
when  I  faw  them  falure  ;  fpeak  as  calmly  as  if  they 
had  been  intimate  Friends  •,  and  afterwards  afliftonc 
another  in  cleariiig  the  way.  How  different  is  the 
Behaviour  of  this  fort  of  People  in  Europe  I 

When  we  come  to  the  end  of  thefe  Mountains, 
the  Defcent  of  which  is  very  rugged,  though  cut  in 
the  Rock,  we  difcover  the  Province  of  Honan^  and 
the  Hoamho^  or  Yellow  River,  which  winds  far 
and  wide  through  the  Plain.  I'he  Courfe  of  this 
River  is  denoted  by  white  Vapours,  or  a  kind  of 
Mid  exhaled  by  the  Sun.  The  Corn  was  come  to 
a  very  great  height  in  thefe  Plains,  and  the  Ear  en- 
tirely vifible ;  whereas  on  the  Mountains,  and  five 
or  fix  Leagues  on  the  other  fide,  it  was  like  Grafs, 
and  not  above  fix  Inches  out  of  the  Ground, 


*  The  Original  \%Fayence^  which  we  call  Dcf/r  Ware,  from 
a  City  in  Holland  of  that  Name,  where  this  Ware  is  made.  The 
French  call  it  Fayence^  from  FacKza  a  little  City  in  Ital\\  in  the 
Ecclefiallical  State,  where  this  kind  of  Ware  was  firll  invented. 
Several  Manufliduros  of  Delft-Wzre  (if  I  may  fo  call  it  on  this 
Occarion)arc  fet  t;p  in  France  ',  and  that  of  St. C/oud  is  particular- 
ly fiimous ;  In  lalt  thisVillage  Chit/a  is  inadcwliich  fome  Perfoni 
prefer  to  that  of  the  Eaft.  But  the  Dre/dtn  China  fcems  to  fur- 
pafs  every  Thing  of  this  Sort. 

f  The  Original  is  cie  la  Poterie,  fignifying  properly  F.arthen- 
Ware\  though  he  perhaps  may  mean  the  Sort  of  Dcl/t-V^3iXQ 
he  fpake  of  jull  before. 

1  I  tra- 
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I  travelled  fourfcorc  Leagues  in  this  Province, 
going  along  through  a  Icve'  Country,  which  was  Co 
well  cultivated,  that  not  an  Inch  of  Ground  wa8 
lofl.  I  there  found  Corn  fowcd,  in  a  Itrait  Line, 
like  Rice,  at  the  Diilancc  of  five  or  fix  Inches  be- 
tween every  Line  \  and  I  fiiw  other  Places  where 
the  (j'rain  was  fowM  at  random,  as  in  France.  I 
did  not  fee  any  Balks  or  Ridges  in  their  Fields,  like 
thofe  among  us.  I  palled  through  no  more  than 
fcven  Cities;  but difcovered  on  all  Sides,  both  on 
the  Road  and  in  the  Fiekis,  fo  great  a  Number  of 
I'owns  and  Villages,  that  I  am  of  Opinion,  Ilonan 
is  one  of  thefincil  Provinces  in  China,  I  croflcd  the 
Uoamho^  nine  Leagues  from  Cai-fum-fu^  Capital  of 
the  Province.  This  is  the  moft  rapid  River  I  met 
with.  Its  Waters  are  of  a  Yellow  Colour,  occa- 
fioned  by  its  dragging  a  great  Quantity  of  Earth  -, 
that  which  we  faw  on  the  Banks  being  of  the  fame 
Colour.  This  River  is  not  deep  in  the  Part  where 
we  croflcd,  but  'tis  near  a  Mile  and  half  over. 

In  this  Place  I  was  furpriz'd  at  the  Strength  of 
a  Ch'meze  Waterman,  who  put  my  Things  ork 
Board.  I  had  two  Chefts  of  Books,  weighing  above 
two  hundred  and  fifty  Chincze  Pounds,  that  is  up- 
wards of  three  hundred  Pounds  Weight  of  France. 
The  Muleteer  had  Ibrupled  very  much  to  take  them 
at  Kiam-cbeu,  he  declaring  that  they" were  too  heavy  *, 
and  that  it  would  be  impoiTible  for  his  Mule  to  car- 
ry them  fb  long  a  Journey.  But  when  the  Waterman 
came,  he  lifted  them  both  up  •,  laid  them  upon  his 
Shoulders,  with  the  Things  by  which  they  were 
tied,  and  carried  them  jocundly  into  his  Boar.  I 
did  not  enter  the  City  of  Cai-fum-fu,  the  Gates  be- 
ing fhut  i  and  that  becaufe  the  Officers  were  then 
in  clofe  Purfuit  of  fixty  or  eighty  Thieves  •,  thefe, 
fome  Days  before,  having  broke  into,  and  plunder- 
ed the  Houfe  of  a  Mandarin,  who  has  the  Care  of 
the  Emperor's  Tributes. 
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From  the  Province  of  Honan  we  enter  that  of 
Nanki',1^  travelling  about  'riircefcorc  Leagues  before 
we  arrive  at  the  Capital.  The  Province  of  Nankin 
is  neither  fo  beautiful  nor  fo  populous  on  this  fkle, 
as  Southward.  After  pafling  through  four  Cities,  I 
c.ime  to  pGO'koo^ti  fmall  Place  furroundcd  with  good 
Walls,  and  fituatcd  on  the  Kiam  *,  a  grtrat  River, 
rumung  through  all  China  from  Welt  to  Kallj  and 
which,  dividin.^  it  into  two  alinoft  equal  Parts,  one 
whereof  contains  the  Northern,  and  the  other  the 
Souri^rn  Provinces,  dilVufcs  a  general  Plenty,  by 
the  Convcnicncy  the  Chineze  have  of  going  upon  it 
in  all  Seafons,  and  in  VclK-ls  of  every  kind.  This 
River  is  near  a  League  over  at  Poo-keoo ;  and  its 
Drpth,  in  fome  Places,  24  and  ^6  Cbams^  as  was 
adirmed  whrn  I  crolfed  it.  A  Cham  is  a  Chineze^ 
Pole,  or  ten  Foot  French. 

The  City  of  Napkin  does  not  fland  on  the  Kiantj 
but  is  two  or  three  Leagues  up  the  Country.  We 
may  go  thither  thro'  levcral  Canals,  covered  with 
Boats,  among  which  are  a  great  Number  of  Impe- 
rial Barges,  almoll  as  large  as  Ships.  They  are 
vaftly  neat,  varnifhed  on  the  outfide,  and  gilt 
within  i  having  large  and  fmall  Rooms  finely  fur- 
nifhed,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  Mandarins  as  either  come 
to  Ci.urt,  or  are  obliged  to  go  into  the  Provinces. 

By  the  way.  Nankin  is  not  now  called  by  that 
Name,  fignifying  in  Chineze  the  Couri  of  the  South, 
as  l^<iV\x\gfiguifies  the  Court  of  the  North,  During 
the  Time  that  the  fix  chief  Tribunals  of  the  Em- 
pire were  held  indifcriminately  in  thofe  Cities,  both 
were  called  Courts  •,  but  now  they  are  all  united 
in  Peking,  the  Emperor  has  given  the  Name  of 
Kiam-nim  to  the  City  of  Nankin,  Never thelefs  'tis 
often  called  in  flimiliar  Difcourfe,    by  its  ancient 
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Appellation  •,  but  this  would  not  be  allovvcJ  in  any 
public  Inrtrumf'nt. 

I  arriveil  at  Nankin^  May  31,   1688,  andcontinu- 
td  there  above  two  Years.     During  that  Interval   I 
vil'itcd  the  famous  Dilhicit  of  Chrijlians  in   Cham- 
hat.     *  Tis  near  the  Eafterii  Sea,  eight   Days  Jour- 
ney from   Nankvu    though  in  the  fame  Province, 
This  flourifhing  Church  owes  its  Rife  to  the   Con- 
verfion  of  Dr.  A/w/,  wholJj  Merit  and  great  Capacity 
raifed  him  to  the  Dignity  of  C(jla$^  in  Father  /^/Vr/'s 
Time.     Being  born    in  that  Province,    and   very 
zealous  for  the  Advancement  of  the  Chriftian   Reli- 
gion,   he  won  over  great  multitudes    to  it ;    the 
Cbineze  having  the  Literati  in  lo  much  Veneration, 
that   whenever   one  of   them  becomes  a  Convert, 
many  follow  his  Example.     Our  Literati^  fay  they, 
prefer  the  Lazv  of  the    Lord  cf  Ileavm  to  that  of 
the  Bonzes,  and  the  rcfi  of  the  Religions  in  China, 
confeciuently  it  mtifl  be  the  hefi.     And  tiie    People 
argue  in  this  manner,  not  only  in  Cham-hai^  but  all 
over  China:  Whence  we  have  obferved,  that  in  all 
Places  where   there  are   Batchelors  and   Licentiates 
who  profcfs  our  Religion,  the  Ciiurch  is  in  a  very 
flourirhing  State.     Thus  it  appears   how  important 
it  is,  in  order   for  promoting  our   holy   Faith,  to 
convert  the  Cbineze  Literati ;    to  ftudy  their  Books 
and  learn  their  Sciences;   and  to  comply,    fo  far 
as  is  lawful,  with  their  Ceremonies  and  Ulagcs  the 
better  to  ingratiate  ourfelves  in  their  Favour;  fince 
Contempt  on  our  fide  would  lofe  them,  and  by  that 
Means  many  others  who  clfe  would  have  turned 
Chrijlians. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  Year  1689,  the  Empe- 
ror made  a  Progrefs  into  the  Southern  Provinces, 
pafTing  through  the  Cities  of  Sucheu,  Hampcbeu  and 
Nankin.  The  Evening  before  his  Arrival  in  Nan- 
kin.  Father  Gabiani  and  I  went  two  Leagues  out  of 
the  City,  along  the  Road  through  which  he  was  to 
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piifs.  We  fpent  the  Night  in  a  Village,  where  we 
found  fixty  Chrijiiam^  being  all  of  the  fame  Family. 
We  inftruded  thefe  good  People,and  feveral  of  them 
confefied  themfelves.  On  the  Morrow  we  faw  the 
Emperor  pals  by.  He  vvas  io  gracious  as  to  halt, 
on  which  Occafion  he  fpoke  to  us  in  the  moft  oblig- 
ing manner.  His  Majefty  was  on  Horfeback,  fol- 
lowed by  his  Life-Guard,  and  Two  or  Three  Thou- 
fand  Horfcmen.  The  Citizens  came  out  to  receive 
him,  with  Standards,  Silk  Colours,  Canopies,  Um- 
brellos,  and  a  multitude  of  other  Ornaments.  At 
every  Interval  of  twenty  P?ces,  they  had  railed,  in 
the  Streets,  triumphal  Arches  covered  with  Bro- 
cade, adorned  with  Feftoons,  Ribbons,  and  Silk 
Tufts,  under  which  he  pafled.  The  Streets  were 
<:rouded  with  numberlefs  multitudes  of  Spedlators, 
who  al'  difcovered  fo  much  Reverence,  and  ob- 
fcrved  fo  folemn  a  Silence,  that  not  the  leall  Noife 
was  heard.  The  Emperor  had  refolved  to  fet  out 
on  the  Morrow ;  and  though  all  the  Mandarins  had 
humbly  befought  him  to  honour  their  City  fo  far  as 
to  (lay  fome  Days  in  it,  he  would  not  hear  them ; 
but  the  People  having  afterwards  r^quefted  the  fame 
Favour,  the  Emperor  complied  with  it,  and  flaid 
three  Days  with  them. 

No  one  will  be  furprized  at  this,  if  he  confiders 
the  Circumftance  to  which  it  was  owing.  The  In- 
furredions  which  break  out  in  the  Cities  and  Pro- 
vinces, are  commonly  owing  to  the  unjuft  Oppref- 
fion  and  Rapine  of  the  Mandarins  ;  fo  that  it  is  po- 
litic in  the  Emperors,  in  every  Progrefs  of  this 
Son,  to  ingratiate  themfelves  as  much  as  poffible 
into  the  Affcdions  of  the  People,  even  to  the  Pre- 
judice of  the  great  Lords. During  the  Emperor's  (lay 
in  Nankin^  we  vvent  daily  to  the  Palace  j  and  he  did 
us  the  ilonvjur  to  itn(\  over  one  or  two  Gentlemen  of 
his  Chamber  every  Day  to  us.  He  afl<ed  me 
wlicthcr  the  Canopus  was  vifible  in  Nankin.     This  is 
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a  beautiful  Star  of  the  Southern  Hemifphere,  cal- 
led by  the  Chintze  Lao-gin-fing,  the  Star  of  the  old 
Men,  or  of  Perfons  who  live  to  a  great  Age ;  and 
upon  my  telling  him  that  it  appeared  the  beginning 
of  the  Night,  the  Emperor  went  one  Evening  to 
the  old  Obftn'vatory,  called  ^an-ftng-tay,  purpofe- 
ly  to  view  it. 

This  Goodnefs  of  the  Emperor  reflefled  the 
highefl:  Honour  on  us,  as  it  was  fhewn  before  the 
whole  Court,  and  in  Prefcnce  of  the  chief  Manda^ 
rins  of  the  adjacent  Provinces,  who  afterwards  re- 
turned to  their  fcveral  Governments,  prejudiced  in 
Favour  of  our  holy  Law,  as  well  as  of  the  MifTio- 
naries  who  preach  it.  He  left  Nankin,  the  22d  of 
March,  and  returned  to  Peking.  As  our  Duty  o- 
bliged  us  to  travel  in  his  Retinue  fbme  Days,  we 
followed  him  about  thirty  Leagues,  aft-er  which  we 
waited  for  him  on  the  Bank  of  a  River.  He  per- 
ceived us,  and  was  fo  gracious  as  to  order  our  Ca- 
noo  to  be  brought  forward,  which  his  Barge  drew 
along  for  near  two  Leagues.  He  was  fcated  on  a 
kind  of  Sofa,  and  immediately  read  our  Cheoo-pneny 
or  the  Thanks  we  gave  him  in  Writing,according  to 
the  Chineze  Cuftom.  This  Cheoo-puen  was  writ  in 
vaftly  fmall  Charidcrs  •,  as  is  the  Pradice  of  Infe- 
riors, in  China,  with  regard  to  their  Superiors  •,  and 
the  higher  the  Superiors  are,  the  fmaller  muft  be 
the  Charaflers,  employed  by  the  Inferiors,  a  Cir- 
cumftance  which  leems  vaftly  inconvenient  with 
Refpedl  to  the  Monarch  *. 

This  auguft  Prince  treated  us  with  great  Fami- 
liarity in  this  laft  Vifir.  He  afl<ed  us  in  what  man- 
ner we  had  crofled  the  Kiam,  and  whether  he  fhould 
meet  with  any  of  our  Churches  in  his  way.  He 
himfelf  fhewed  us  the  Books  which  he  had  brought ; 
and  gave  various  Orders,  in  our  Prefencc,  to  the 
Mandarins  whom  he  had  fent  for  •,  when,  after  cau- 
fing  feme  Bread,  and  ieveral  forts  of  Provifions  to 
*  This  is  whimfical.  be 
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be  taken  from  his  Table,  and  put  into  our  Canoo, 
he  difmifTed  us  with  all  imaginable  Honour. 

In  the  mean  Time  Fathers  Gerbillon  and  Bouvet 
did  not  want  Employment  in  Peking.     As  Fathers 
Pereyra  and  'Thomas  had  been  obliged,  ever  fmcc 
the  Death  of  Father  Verhicji  to  go  every  Day  to  the 
Palacc,and  to  fuper-intend  theTribunal  of  the  Mathe- 
matics, the  two  French  Fathers  had  the  Direction 
of  molt  of  the  Chr'iftians  of  that  great  City.     They 
went  out  daily  to  hear  the  Confefiions  of  the  Sick, 
and  adminifter  the    laft   Sacraments.     On  Sundays 
nnd  Felrivals,   they  were  biified  in   Confeffions,  in 
inftru6ting  and   baptizing  the  Catechumens^    ancd  in 
performing  the  reft  of  the  minifterial  Duties.     The 
Emperor,  wlio  had  given  both  of  them  the  higheft 
Marks  of  his  Efteem,  before  he  went  his  Progrefs, 
made  them   promife  to  learn,  at  his  Return,  the 
Tartarian  Language,  that  he  might  have  an  Op- 
portunity of  convcriing  with  them.     For  this  Pur- 
pofe  he  appointed  them  Mafters,  and  took   particu- 
lar care  of  their  Studies,  lb  that  he  would  even  exa- 
mine and  read  what  tliey  had  compoled,    in  order 
to  know  the  Progrefs  they  made  in  that  Language, 
which  is  much  eafier  than  the  Chineze. 

'Twas  about  this  Time  that  a  Report  prevailed, 
that  a  Peace  would  be  concluded  between  the  Chi- 
neze and  the  Mufcovites,  We  were  greatly  furpriz- 
ed  to  hear  that  this  Nation,  which  is  fo  near  to  us 
in  Europe^  Hiould  be  at  War  with  the  Chineze.  They 
had  found  Means  to  make  a  Paflage  from  Mofcow^ 
within  three  hundred  Leagues  of  China -,  going 
firft  through  Siberia^  and  over  various  Rivers,  as  the 
Irtifchy  the  Oby^  the  Jenifa^  the  Angera^  which 
comes  from  the  Lake  Baical^  fituated  in  the  midft 
of  Great  Tartary.  They  afterwards  went  upon  the 
River  Sckngd^  and  advanced  up  to  that  called 
by  the  Tartars^  Sariga-licn-oola^  and  by  the  Chineze^ 
Ilclon-kia?}?,  or  tlic  River  of  the  Black  Dragon.  This 
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great  River  crolTes  Tarlary,  and   empties  itfelf  into 
the  Eadern  Sea,  to  the  North  of  Japan. 

The  Mufcovites^  not  being  latified  with  making 
thefe  Dilcoveries,  built  at  certain  Diftances,  Forts 
and  Towns  on  all  thefe  Rivers,  to  fecure  the  Poflef- 
fion  of  them.  Thofe  neareft  to  China  were  Selenga, 
Kvpcheiiy  and  Tacfa.  The  firfl:  of  thefe  Places  was 
built  on  the  River  Selen)!a^  the  fecond  on  the  //<?- 
lon-kiam  -f,  in  the  5 2d  D.-grea  of  North  Latitude, 
and  almoil  under  the  lame  Meridian  with  Peking, 
The  third  Place  flood  on  the  fame  River,  but 
much  more  Eaftwards. 

The  Eaftern  Tartars.,  fubjedl  to  the  Emperor, 
■who  inhabit  the  vail  Extent  of  Country  which 
lies  between  the  great  Wall  and  the  River  Helon- 
kiam,  were  furprized  to  fee  the  Mufcovites  come  and 
contend  with  them  for  the  hunting  of  Sables,  in  a 
Country  of  which  they  claimed  the  PofTeirion,  and 
to  build  Forts  in  order  to  feize  upon  them.  They 
therefore  thought  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  oppolc 
this  Attempt,and  for  that  reafon  took  Tacfa  twice.The 
Mufcovites  were  refolved  to  be  Mafters  of  this  Fort, 
and  accordingly  retook  it  again  ;  fo  thatasnew  Feuds 
and  Contefts  broke  out  every  Day,  it  was  thought 
necelTary  to  put  a  flop  to  them  -,  and  accordingly 
Propofals  were  made  on  each  fide,  to  fettle  the  Li- 
mits of  the  two  Empires.  The  Czars  of  Mtifcovy 
fent  their  Plenipotentiars  to  Nipcheii.  The  Empe- 
ror of  China  fcnt  alfo  his  Embafifadors,  thither 
with  Father  Thomas  Per eyra^  a  Porttiguefe,  and  Fa- 
ther Gerbillon.,  to  ferve  as  their  Interpreters.  As  a 
Teftimony  of  the  Efteem  he  had  for  thofe  Fathers, 
he  gave  them  two  of  his  own  DrefTes,  and  ordered 
them  to  take  Place  with  the  Mandarins  of  the 
fecond   Clafs ;    but   as  thefe  Officers  wear,   at  the 
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Neck,  a  kind  of  Rofary,  which  is  as  the  Badge  of 
their  Dignity,  and  as  this  is  thought  to  be  lome- 
what  fuperftitious ;  he  allowed  the  Jefuits  to  wear 
at  their  Neck,  their  own  Chapelet  or  Beads,  inftead 
of  that  of  the  Mandarins  -,  they  being  fLifficicntly 
diftinguifhed  by  the  Crofs  and  Medals,  which  hung 
at  them. 

Sometimes  certain  important  Opportunities  offer 
themfelves,  which  prove  of  Service  to  a  MifTionary 
who  is  mafter  of  a  little  Addrcfs,  and  of  an  engag- 
ing Carriage  *.  Father  Gerbillon  made  a  good  Ufe 
of  that  which  prefented  itfelf.  As  he  was  come 
from  France^  in  which  frequent  mention  is  made  of 
the  Intereft  of  Princes  ;  and  where  the  Wars  that  are 
perpetually  carrying  on,  and  the  Treaties  of  Pi^ace 
which  are  concluding,  give  rife  to  a  thoufand  Re- 
flections, with  regard  to  fuch  Particulars  as  may  be 
of  Advantage  or  prejudicial  to  a  Nation  •,  he  hit 
upon  Expedients  to  reconcile  the  Chineze  and  Muf- 
covites^  who  could  not  agree  upon  one  fingle  Point, 
and  therefore  were  going  to  break  off  their  Confe- 
rences. The  Mtifcovites  were  proud,  and  talked  in 
a  moil  haughty  Style  ;  whilft  the  Chineze^  on  the 
other  Hand,  imagined  diemfelves  to  be  fuperior  in 
Force,  they  being  come  with  a  good  Army,  and 
expeding  another  from  Eoftern  Tartary^  which  was 
going  up  the  River  Helon-kiam.  Neverthelefs  they 
did  not  defign  to  engage  in  a  .War,  for   fear  leall 
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•  Few  People  doubt  the  Ability  of  the  Jefuits  on  thefe  Oc- 
caficns.  Politics  are  thought  to  be  their  grand  Study,  and  the 
Centre  to  which  the  rell  of  the  Sciences  v/hich  they  learn  are 
dircdlcd.  Thefc  Fathers  ccnfeqaently  could  not  poflibly  have 
found  a  more  favourable  Opportunity  for  ingratiating  themfelves 
with  the  Court  of  China.  We  may  oblervc  the  artful  manner 
in  which  this  Letter- Wrircr  cxpreffcs  himfelf;  he  does  not  fay 
that  his  Brother  Jeluit  [Gcrhillon]  had  made  Politics  his  Study  ex 
profejp)^  but  only  that  coming  from  a  Country  where  Politics  are 
often  the  Topic  of  Convtrraiion,  lie,  by  that  Means,  had  fome 
Notion  cf  them. 
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the  Eciftern  Tartars  fhould  join  the  Mufcovites  ;  or 
that  thefe  might  fuccour  the  Tartars,  in  Cafe  any 
Defiffn  liiould  be  formed  againfl  China.  Hence 
they  wilhed  for  Peace,  but  were  not  able  to  bring  it 
about.  The  two  Fathers,  feeing  them  dius  em- 
baraffcd  -,  and  difcourfing  with  the  Chineze  concern- 
ing the  Difficulties  which  obftrudcd  the  Negocia- 
tion,  were  told  that  the  Emperor  of  China  would 
confent  tiiiit  the  Mufcovites  (hould  come  annually  to 
Peking  and  trade  there.  If  tk''^  be  the  Cafe,  replied 
Father  Gerbillon,  be  afjured,  that  it  will  be  no  JVays 
difficult  to  conclude  a  Peace  with  the  Mufcovites  ;  and 
to  prevail  with  them  to  acquiefce  with  all  your  De- 
fires.  The  Chineze  Plenipotentiaries  liftened  to  the 
Father  with  Plealure,  and  intreated  him  to  go  to 
the  Mufcovite  Camp,  and  tell  the  Parties  concerned 
thefe  fcveral  Particulars.  Accordingly  he  went 
thither,  and  Heaven  gave  a  BlefTing  to  his  Endea- 
vours •,  for  the  Mufcovites  being  convinced,  that  the 
Liberty  of  trading  to  Peking  every  Year  was  the 
highell  Advantage  they  could  exped,  which  the 
Father  proved  evidently ;  they  immediately  gave 
up  Tacfa,[\nd  accepted  of  the  Limits  propofed  by  the 
Emperor.  This  Negociation  laded  but  a  fewHours  ; 
the  Father  returning  thatNight  with  the  Inftrument 
of  a  Treaty  of  Peace  ready  drawn  up,  which  the 
Plenipotentiaries  figned  two  Days  after  -,  fwearing 
folemnly  at  the  Head  of  their  Troops  to  obferve  it ; 
and  calling  to  Witnefs  the  God  of  the  ChriflianSy 
the  true  Lord  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  that  they 
would  inviolably  keep  all  the  Articles  of  it. 

This  Peace  proved  very  honourable  to  the  two 
Miflionaries.  They  received  the  Compliments  of  the 
whole  Army  upon  it  5  but  above  all.  Prince  Sofan, 
the  chief  Embaffador,  fhewcd  them  the  utmoft  Re- 
gard. He  thanked  the  Fathers  feveral  Times  for 
extricating  the  Chineze  out  of  fo  great  a  Difficulty  ; 
and  told  them,  privatv-iy,    that  he  would  be  ready 
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to  ferve  them  upon  all  Occafions.  Father  Gerhillon 
took  this  Opportunity  to  acquaint  him  with  our  De- 
fires.  Tou  know,  my  Lord,  fays  he,  ihe  Motives 
which  prompted  us  to  abandon  whatever  is  moji  dear  to 
us  in  Europe,  and  to  come  into  this  Country.  The  fole 
Ohje£f  of  our  Wifbes  is  to  inform  Mankind  of  the  true 
God,  and  to  inJiruSf  them  in  his  holy  Law  :  But  a  Cir» 
cumfiance  which  greatly  afflicts  us  is,  the  Chriftians  are 
forbid,  by  the  lajl  Edicts,  to  embrace  it.  We  there- 
fore inlreat  you,  fince  you  are  fo  gracious  to  us,  to  get 
this  taken  off,  removed  fo  foon  as  an  Opportunity 
fhall  offer  for  that  Purpofe.  IVe  fhall  be  much  more 
touched  with  this  Favour,  than  if  you  wai  to  heap 
Riches  and  Honours  upon  us  ;  we  being  affe£icd  zvith 
m  other  Bleffmg,  than  that  of  the  Converfion  of  Souls, 
The  Prince  was  ediiied  by  what  he  heard  \  and  pro- 
mifed  to  ferve  us  always  to  the  utmofl:  of  his  Power. 
He  kept  his  Word  very  generoutly,  fomc  Years  af- 
ter, when  it  was  thought  neccfTary  to  addrefs  the 
Emperor,  publickly,  in  order  to  procure  a  Tolera- 
tion for  the  Chriftian  Religion. 

Father  Vcrbiefi,  and  the  reft  of  the  Jefuits  in 
Peking,  had  always  earneftly  defired  to  procure  fucli 
a  Grant.  They  had  often  refleded  on  the  Expe- 
dients neceflary  for  obtaining  it  j  but  then  this  ap- 
peared fo  very  delicate  an  Affair,  that  they  did  not 
dare  to  propofe  it,  for  fear  the  antient  Edidls  fhould 
be  confirmed  ;  and  the  Chriftian  Religion  be  thereby 
reduced  to  a  ftill  lower  Ebb.  But  Heaven, whole  Ways 
are  ever  wonderful,  inclined  the  Emperor  to  grant 
what  they  wifhed,  which  was  owing  to  the  following 
Accident. 

This  Monarch,  finding  his  whole  Empire  en- 
joyed a  profound  Peace,  refolved,  by  way  of  Em- 
ployment, or  for  Amufement  fake,  to  learn  the 
European  Sciences  *,  among  which  he  himfelf  pitch- 
ed upon  Arithmetic,  Euclid's  Elements,  pradical 
Geometry,  and  Philofophy.  Fathers  Anthony  Tho- 
mas^ 
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was,  Gerbillon^  and  Bouvef,  were  ordcfxvl  to  draw 
up  Treatifcs  on  thole  Subjcds  •,  the  Hrll  having  A- 
rithmetic  for  his  Province,  and  the  two  Lift  Euclid's 
Elements  and  Geometry.  They  wrote  down  their 
Demonft rations  in  the  Tariar  Language ;  the  per- 
fons  who  had  inftrudled  them  in  thole  Tc^ngues  re- 
vifing  the  Sheets  i  and  thefe,  whenever  they  found 
any  Word  that  was  obfcure,  or  improper,  fub- 
ftituted  another.  The  Fathers  in  queltion  pre- 
fentcd  their  Demonftrations,  and  explained  them 
to  the  Emperor,  who  foon  comprehending  every 
Thing  they  taught  him,  admired  our  Sciences  ftill 
more,  and  applied  himfelf  to  them  with  frefh  Vi- 
gour. 

They  went  every  Day  to  the  Palace,  and  there 
paflfed  two  Hours  every  Morning,  and  as  many  in 
the  Afternoon,  with  the  Emperor.  ■  He  ufually 
would  oblige  them  to  come  forward  upon  his  Sofa, 
and  fit  down  on  each  fide  of  him,  to  demonHrate  the 
feveral  Problems. 

He  was  fo  much  delighted  with  thefe  fir  ft  Lec- 
tures, that  he  did  not  dilcontinue  them,  evtn  when 
he  went  to  his  Palace  of  Chan-chun-yuen^  two  Leagues 
from  Peking.  The  Fathers  were  obliged  to  go  every 
Day  to  the  former,   in  all  Vveathers.     They  ufed 
to  let  out  from  Peking  at  four  in  the  Morning,  and 
never  returned  from  it  till  Day  was  clofed.     No 
fooner  were  they  come  back,  but  they  were  obliged 
to  go  to  work  again  •,   and  frequently  to  fpen4  Piirt 
of  the  Night  in  compofing  and  preparing  Ledures 
for  next  Day.     They  fometimes  were  almoft  ready 
to  fink  under  the  Burthen  of  the  Fatigues  which 
thefe  uninterrupted  Journies,  and  their  nightly  Pre- 
parations, brought  upon  them  ;  but  the  Hopes  they 
had  of  ingratiating    themlelves  in  the  Emperor's 
Favour,  and  thereby  of  advancing  our  holy  Reli- 
gion, lupported  them,  and  foftned  all  their  Toils. 
The  Emperor  was  not  idle  in  their  Abfence,    he 
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frequently  examining,  when  alone,  the  Problems 
which  had  been  explained  to  him.  He  ufed  to  re- 
view the  feveral  Demonftrations  ;  would  fend  for 
fome  of  the  Princes,  his  Children,  and  explain 
thofe  to  them  ;  and  could  never  be  eafy,  'till  he 
had  made  himfelf  a  perfect  Mailer  of  whatever  he 
defired  to  know. 

The  Empercr  purfued  this  Study  four  or  five 
Years,  with  equal  Ardour,  without  any  ways  lef- 
fening  his  ufuai  Application  to  State- Affairs ;  or 
failing  fo  much  as  one  Day,  in  giving  Audience  to 
the  great  Officers  of  his  Houfhold,  and  the  fupreme 
Courts.  Not  contented  with  the  fpeculative  Part, 
he  joined  the  Pradlical,  by  which  means  Study 
proved  an  agreeable  Amufement,  and  he  underftood 
perfe6lly  well  all  that  was  taught  him.  "Whenever, 
tor  Inftance,  the  Proportions  of  folid  Bodies  were 
explained,  he  would  order  a  Bowl  to  be  brought ; 
caufe  its  exa6t  Weight  to  be  taken,  and  its  Dia- 
meter to  be  meafured.  He  afterwards  would  cal- 
culate what  Weight  another  Bowl  muft  have  of  the 
fame  Subftance,  but  of  a  larger  or  fmallcr  Diame- 
ter ;  or  what  mufl  be  the  Diameter  of  a  Bowl  of 
greater  or  lefler  Weight.  He  then  ordered  a  Bowl 
of  a  certain  Weight  cr  Diameter  to  be  turned ; 
which  being  done,  he  examined  whether  the  Pradlice 
anfwered  the  Theory.  He  himfelf  enquired,  with 
no  lels  Accuracy,  into  the  Proportions  and  Capa- 
city of  Cubes,  Cylinders,  whole  or  imperfedt  Cones, 
Pyramids  and  Spheroids. 

The  Emperor  alfo  took  the  Declivity  or  Fall, 
for  three  or  four  Leagues,  of  a  River.  He  fome- 
times  would  mcafure,  geometrically,  the  Diftances 
of  Places,  the  Height  of  Mountains,  the  Breadth 
of  Rivers  and  Ponds  ;  he  himfelf  fixing  his  Sta- 
tions, direding  the  Inrtruments,  and  making  the 
moft  accurate  Calculations.  He  afterwards  would 
Order  thofe  Di Ranees  to  be  meafured;  and  was  de- 
lighted 
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lighted  whenever  he  found  that  his  Cilculations  a- 
greed  »^  ladtly  with  the  Menfuratioii.  Sucli  Court'- 
Lords  as  were  prefent,  always  expreflcd  their  Won- 
der on  thcfe  Occafions,  which  feemed  to  pleafe  him  ; 
but  he  commonly  turned  the  Difbourfe  touhe  Praifc 
of  the  European  Sciences,  and  of  the  Fathers  who 
inftruded  him.  Such  were  the  Emperor's  Amufe- 
ments,  and  thus  familiarly  did  he  treat  them,  (a 
Thing  not  uliial  with  Chineze  MonarchsJ  when  the 
Perfecution  of  Hamcheu  broke  out,  which  could  not 
poflibly  have  happened  at  a  more  favourable  Jun- 
dlure. 

Endeavours  had  been  ufed  to  (lop  It  in  the  Be- 
ginning, by  certain  recommendatory  Letters  v-hich 
Prince  Sofan  wrote,  at  Father  Gerb'dlons  Requefl-, 
from  'Tartary^  where  he  then  attended  upon  the  Em- 
peror •,  but  thofe  Letters  came  too  late.  The  Vice- 
roy of  Chekiam^  who  had  raifed  the  Perfecution, 
was  advanced  too  far  to  go  back  with  Honour* 
He  had  publifhed  a  Declaration  injurious  to  the 
Chrijiian  Fairh  ;  had  commanded  the  Chriftians  of 
the  City,  and  of  the  whole  Province,  to  return  to 
the  eftabhfhed  Religion  -,  had  Ihut  up  our  Church, 
and  fixed  a  Copy  of  his  Dwclaration  over  the  Door 
of  it. 

Father  Intorcetta  was  fummoned,  by  his  Order, 
to  appear  before  the  lower  Tribunals,  and  afked  by 
what  Authority  he  continued  in  the  City.  That 
faithful  Miniiter  of  Chrift  endured  patiently  all 
the  ill  Treatment  he  met  with  from  the  Viceroy  5 
but  was  deeply  afflidled  on  Account  of  the  Suffer- 
ings of  his  Flock.  What  grieves  me  mofl^  faid  he 
in  a  Letter  to  me,  is  the  CrtieUy  which  is  exercifed 
towards  the  poor  Chriftians  wider  my  Care.  The 
Heathens  feize  upon  their  Pojfjffions  -,  force  info  their 
Houfes^  where  they  abufe  them,  and  take  away  the 
holy  Images  \  andfcarcea  Day  pajfes^  hut  they  languijh 
under  fome  new  Punijhment. 
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The  Fathers  of  Peking^  havinf^  received  Copies 
of  all  the  Inltrumcnts,  and  the  levcMal  Proceedings 
of  the  Viceroy  •,  and  finding  the  Perlecution  flill 
continue,  advifed  with  their  Friends  in  what  man- 
ner they  ihould  aft.  The  univerlal  Opinion  was, 
that  it  was  incumbent  on  them  to  implore  the 
Emperor's  Clemency,  and  to  prefent  him  with  the 
very  Copies  whiclvhad  been  fent  them.  The  Prince, 
having  a  great  Atfeftion  for  them,  liftned  favoura- 
bly to  their  Petition  •,  and  indantly  oflered  to  flop 
that  Perfecution,  without  Noile  •,  by  commanding 
the  Viceroy  to  dilcontinue  his  Attempts,  and  no 
longer  moleft  Father  Intorceita^  and  the  reft  of  tlic 
Chriftians.  But  Uwill  be  an  endlefs  IVork^  replied 
the  Father  very  refpeftfully,  if  your  Majedy  docs  not 
^racioujly  put  a  Stop  to  it  at  once.  For  if  now^  at  a 
'•lime  that  we  are  alloioed  daily  Accefs  to  your  royal 
Perfon,  and  your  Subjects  know  the  Favours  which  you 
are  gracioujly  pleafed  to  indulge  us,  fome  of  your  Offi- 
cers are  neverthelefs  not  afraid  of  perfecuting  our  holy 
Religion  a.Kd  its  Profeffors,  what  may  we  not  jujily 
dread  zvhen  that  Honour  fhall  be  denied  us  ? 

As  Father  le  Gobien  has  given  an  ample  Detail  of 
this  Perfecution,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Edi^  of  the 
Emperor  of  China,  in  favour  of  the  Chrillian  Reli- 
gion^ whTch  forms  the  third  Tome  of  the  New  Me- 
moirs of  China,  I  fhall  not  repeat  it  here.  The 
Kmperor  periPiitted  the  Fathers  to  prefent  him  with 
a  Petition,  in  order  that  this  Matter  might  be  fo- 
lemnly  judged  by  the  Tribunals,  whofe  Decifions 
were  to  be  as  a  Law  in  the  Provinces. 

Accordingly  they  drew  up  two  Petitions,  with  a 
Defign  of  chullng  that  which  would  be  mod  to  the 
Purpofe.  The  Prince  would  fee  them,  and  after 
examining  them  himfelf,  he  obferved  that  the  Peti- 
tions were  not  drawn  up  in  (o  explicit  a  manner,  as 
to  oblige  the  Tribunals  to  grant  their  Requeil.  His 
Majefly  did  nut  iiup  here,  but  was  fo  very  gracious 
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as  to  caufe  another,  which  might  proilucc  the  cle- 
lircd  EiFcd:,  to  be  given  them  privately  ;  upon  tliis 
Fathers  Pemra  and  'Thomas^  who  then  prclided  o- 
vcr  the  Tribunal  of  the  Mathematics,  were  order- 
ed to  go  and  pre  lent  it  publickly,  on  a  Day  of  Au- 
dience. The  Emp;ror,  as  tho*  he  knew  nothing 
of  the  Afiair,  rev  eivcd  it  with  feveral  other  Papers, 
and  commanticd  tiie  Court  of  Riter,  to  examine  ir, 
agreeably  to  the  uiiial  Cuftom,  and  make  their  Re- 
port to  him.  I  have  been  told  it  was  hinted,  in  the 
Emj)eior's  Name,  that  it  would  be  proper  for  them 
to  fivour  the  European  Fathers  on  that  Occafiun. 
However,  tiie  Mandarins  did  not  comply  ;  for  af- 
ter enumerating  the  feveral  Edi6ls  which  had  been 
made  during  his  Minority  againlt  the  Cbrijlian  Re- 
ligion, with  the  moft  odious  Particulars  they  con- 
taineil  ;  the  Rel'ult  of  their  Conferences  v/as,  that: 
this  Aii^iir  had  been  already  decided ;  and  that  the 
Excrc  fe  of  our  Religion  ought  to  be  forbid  in  Chi- 
na.  The  Emperor,  being  unl-itisficd  with  this  An- 
iwer,  rejcdcd  it ;  and  commanded  them  to  re-exa- 
mine that  Petition.  This  plainly  flicwed,  that  he 
wanted  them  to  return  a  favourable  Anfwer  ;  but 
they  were  found  equally  inflexible  in  the  fecond  Re- 
port made  by  them  ;  they  rejecting  our  Religion, 
and  infifling,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  legally  ap- 
proved of  in  the  Empire. 

You  pofllbly  will  wonder,  that  a  Tribunal  *  fliould 
prefume  to  make  fuch  repeated  Oppofitions,  when 

H  3  we 

*  There  are  fix  Tribunal?,  or  fupreme  Courts,  in  Peking. 

Tlic  Bufinefs  of  the  chief  Tribunal,  or  Ly  poo,  is  to  furnilTi 
Mavdarins  for  the  fevcrai  Provinces  of  the  I'.mpire ;  to  keep 
a  llrifl  Eye  over  their  Condudl-,  to  examine  their  good  or  bad 
Qualities  ;  and  to  make  a  Report  thereof  to  the  Monarch,  iti 
order  that  the  Virtue  and  Merit  of  fome  may  he  recompenced, 
by  raifing  them  to  the  higheft  Offices ;  and  that  otiiers  may  be 
punilh^d,  by  degrading  them  when  they  have  aded  in  a  manner 
unworthy  of  their  Charafter.  The  Chiefs  of  the  Lypoo  are  pro- 
perly  the  Inciuificois  of   Statei    To  this    Court  four  Tnou- 
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v.t  confider  the  implicit  Obedience  which  all  the 
Mi>ndarins  in  China  pay,  noc  only  to  the  Orders, 

but 

r)Pih  arc  filior'^inife.  The  f  r(l  makes  Choice  rf  Pcrfons  quali- 
lil.ed  lo  fill  the  Offices  of  the  Lmpire:  Thcf.ccnd  I.'nquircs  into 
the  G)jiiui(Jt  of  ilie  Mandarins :  The  third  leal.s  ad  judicial  Adh, 
and  gi\e6  ti.c  hwndatins  their  (ever.il  Signets ;  and  tfic  fourth  ex- 
amines into  the  Merit  of  all  Pcrtons  of  Diftindlon  in  the  tnipire. 

The  kcond  liiprcmc  Conrt  called  Hoopoo,  or  chief  7rtajurer 
of  the  Kins,  fupenntends  all  the  Finances  ;  and  takes  Care  of 
the  f'mpror's  I'atrimony,  frcafure,  Kxpcnces  and  Revenues. 
Then-  Orijcrs  nre  dilpatchcd  for  Salaries  and  Pcnlions ;  and  with 
regard  lo  the  Delivery  of  Monry,  Rice,  and  Silk»  dillributed  to 
the  great  Lods,  and  the  levrral  Mandarins  of  the  Empire. 
Htf  'in  exadl  CatJilogue  is  kept  of  the  teveral  Families,  and  of 
all  t'le  Duii  s  to  oe  paid  from  the  Cull  m  houft-s  and  public  Ma- 
gazine-. I  he  Bufmefs  of  thi*;  Court  being  vailly  extenfive, 
thjre  arc  fourteen  luuoidir)ate  Trihim  Is  (aj^fi  eably  to  the  num- 
ber of  the  Provinces  of  the  Empire)  to  aHill  it. 

The  third  fuvt  i  igti  Court,  called  Li  poo,  or  the  Tribunal  of 
Rites,  has  the  Dirciticn  of  all  Ritt  s  and  Cert-iiJonie.s,  and  of 
Arts  and  Sci-  iices.  It  alfo  fuperintcnds  the  impcri-U  Mufic,  and 
exaniin<'>  all  Pcrfbns  who  are  Candidates  for  Degtees.  It  alfo 
give^  *\(ivic'*  with  Reg  .rd  to  Titles  of  Honour,  and  ttlier  Di- 
llindions  It  likewiff  iias  the  Cre  of  t'le  Templ'.s  and  Sacri- 
fices »„ff  r  d  by  the  Empeiorj  and  its  Inrp^Ction  fxteids  like- 
wife  to  ij(  h  fijnquetv  as  th^  Prince  gives  to  Sj  jf-tis  '  r  Furei^n- 
fis  TI)is  i  nbundl  Hkewife  rettives,  en'eitiins,  and  oilmiffes 
Embufladors  1  o  con^lnde,  it  has  the  Direfli  in  of  the  liberal 
Arts,  and  ot  the  three  Laws  or  Religions  toer ited  in  the  Em- 
pire, (vi'Z  I.  o*  the  learned,  or  tlie  DifcipUsof  Cunfmius  \  z, 
of  the  /no  ffe  (called  by  Tome,  I  bciieve,  Li-haokum^)  and  3. 
the  Dtciplcs  of  the  Idoi  /V ;  whereby  it  is  a  Kind  o<  Spiritual 
Coun,  of  which  frequi.nl  Mcmion  is  made  in  rhefe  Letters  of 
our  Jcfiii:s.  Oi  the  four  I  nbuLals  faoordmae  to  this  Court  s 
tlie  firil  del. b -rates  on  the  mo.t  important  Affairs  of  State  ;  the 
fecond  iias  an  Eye  to  the  Satniices  '  ftered  by  the  Emp'iorj  to 
the7\nip!es,  ivjuiliemaiicb,  and  the  Teveral  Religions:  I'he  third 
receiver  fcch  Ptrlon?  as  are  lent  to  Ccurtj  and  the  fourth  hat 
the  Dirtftion  of  the  linptror's  Table. 

The  Tribunal  of  Arms,  call- d  Ping  poo,  is  the  fourth  fu- 
prenie  Court,  and  fuperinterids  the  Soldiery  throughout  the  whole 
l:.mpire.  Ali  Officers,,  as  uell  general  as  particular,  are  depen- 
dant on  it.  This  Iribuniil  rxamines  them  with  refpcdl  to  their 
Exerciles.  keeps  the  Fortrefles  in  good  Rrpair,  fills  the  Arfe- 
sals  {  provides  Arms,  both  cfFenfive  anddeicnfive  j  and  alfo  Am- 
piunition  and  Piovifions.     It  gives  Orders  for  making  Arms  of 
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but  even  to  the  mod  inconficlcnblc  Dcfircs  of  the 
Emperor.     PofTibly  the  Avcrfion  which  the  Cbi^ 

H  4  fteze 

every  Kind  ;  and  is  to  provide  all  Things  neceflary  for  the  De- 
fence and  S.toty  of  the  Empire.  Of  riie  four  Tribunals  fubor- 
dinaie  :o  it,  the  firll  dil'ioics  of  all  military  Employments,  and 
tiices  Care  that  the  Troops  be  well  dil'ciplined  ;  the  fccond  or- 
ders the  Officers  and  Soldiers  to  ^heir  fcvcral  Quarters,  and  pro- 
vides for  the  Safety  of  Cities  and  Highways ;  the  third  has  an 
bye  to  the  Horfes  of  the  Empire ;  to  tiic  Pofts,  Stages,  iinpf- 
rial  Iiris  aiulBargiS  or  Boats;  and  the  fourth  gives  Direction 
for  making  Arms  of  every  Kind,     and  for  filling  the  Aricnals. 

Hifi'Tpoo  is  the  fifth  fupreme  Court,  which  is  as  the  Criminal- 
chamber  of  the  Empire.  This  examines  all  Criminals,  and 
fentences  them  as  the  Laws  diretl.  There  are  fourteen  Tribu- 
nal', (one  for  each  Province  of  the  Empire)  fubordinate  to  it. 

The  fixth  and  laft  fovcreign  Court  called  Cong  poo,  is  the  Tri- 
bunal of  public  Works  ;  and  its  Bufinefs  is  to  keep  the  Palaces  in 
Repair,  both  thofe  of  the  Emperor,  of  the  Tribunah,  of  the 
Pnnccs  of  the  Blood,  and  Viceroys  ;  the  Sepulchres  of  the  Em- 
perors, Temples,  iffc.  It  alfo  has  the  Direilion  of  the  lowers, 
triumphal  Arche?,  Caufeways,  Bridges,  Dykes,  Rivers,  Canals, 
and  Eakes,  Streets,  Highways,  Biirks,  &c.  This  Court  has 
alio  four  fubordmate  1  ribunuls ;  the  firlt  prepares  the  Plans  and 
D.'fi;;ns  for  the  public  Works  j  the  ficond  has  an  Eye  to  the 
Shops  of  Ma  ons,  Carpenters,  i^c.  the  third  looks  to  the 
Repairs  of  Canals,  Bridres,  Caufeways,  Roads,  ^c.  the  fourth 
has  the  Care  of  the  royal  Palaces,  Gardens,  and  Orchards. 

Each  of  thefe  inferior  Tribunals  has  a  Houfe  apart,  with 
proper  Mails  or  Rooms,  and  is  compofed  of  two  Prefidents, 
and  twcnty-fnur  Counfellors,  Chineze  and  Tartars ;  not  to  men- 
tion a  great  Number  of  under  Officers  belonging  to  every  Tri- 
bunal, as  Clerks,   Rcgiilers,  Meflengers,  Sergeants,  i^c. 

To  prevent  thefe  icveral  Courts  from  Icfllning  the  imperial 
Authority,  the  Care  following  has  been  taken,  i .  None  of 
thefe  Tribunals  have  an  abfolute  Power,  in  Matters  brought  be- 
fore them,  but  muH  apply  to  another,  before  its  Decifions  can 
be  pjt  in  Execution. 

2  Infptftors  or  public  Cenfors,  called  Cotaos,  are  eftabliflied. 
Thefe  are  Officers  whofe  Duty  it  is  to  obferve  all  that  pafles  in 
every  Tribunal  j  they  are  to  give  the  Emperor  Notice  of  all 
Faults  committed  by  the  Mandarins ;  and  they  do  not  fpare  even 
the  Monarch  himfelf,  when  he  (lands  in  need  of  Admonition. 
Thefe  Cofaos  are  greatly  dreaded,  and  have  given  aftonifhing 
Inftances  of  their  Courage  and  Perfeverance.  When  the  Peti- 
tions of  thefe  Cenfors  are  referred  by  tlie  Emperor,  according  to 
Cultom,  to  the  Tribunals,  in  order  for  theft;  to  deliberate  upon 
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reze  have  always  entertained  for  Foreigners,  might 
have  induced  iome  of  them,  on  this  Occafion,  to 
oppofc  the  Chriftian  Rehgion  fo  very  openly  -,  but  I 
am  of  Opinion^  that  their  InflexibiHLy  aroic  from 
another  Motive.  Whenever  the  Emperor  afl-cs  a 
Queftion  of  the  Tribunals,  and  they  return  an  An- 
them, the  Mavdarim  I'.'ldom  contradidl  rheCenfors,  for  fear  they 
themfelvcs  Ihould  bs  accufed,  which  gives  the  Ceniors  great  Au- 
thority in  the  { .nipire 

Bei'des  the  fix  chief  Tribunals  abovementioned,  there  is  ano- 
ther alfc)  in  Pi'kiti?,  whole  Bufmefs  is  to  examine  all  Affairs  re- 
lating to  the  Princes,  which  are  not  confoanded  witii  thofe  of 
the  cor:  non  People.  Another  Tribunal,  called  Han  I'm  yuen^ 
is  a  'b'.  :c  of  Academy,  all  whole  Members  are  cumpofed  of 
Pcrii  ;■■  of  the  gvcateil  Genius  and  Learning  in  the  Empire.. 
Theic  Members  have  the  Cire  of  the  Education  of  the  Prince, 
who  it.  Heir  apparent;  and  they  are  required  to  inllrudl  him  in 
Virtue,  the  Sciences,  the  Arts  of  Government,  and  good  Breed- 
ing. They  are  the  Hiiloriographers  of  the  Empire,  and  are  ob- 
ligeii  to  .  rapofc  ufeful  Books.  They  are  properly  tiie  Literati 
Of  the  Emperor,  who  converfes  with  them  on  learned  Masters ; 
and  often  appoint  ibme  of  t'lem  his  prime  Miniilers,  or  Prefi- 
denis  of  the  chief  Tribunals. 

In  every  Pnjvince  there  is  a  fupreme  Tribunal,  to  which  fe- 
vcral  otiieisa^e  fub  r.  inate  :  And  in  all  the  capital  Cities  of  the 
Provinces  two  Tribunals  are  eflablilhed,  the  one  for  civil,  and 
the  other  for  criminal  Aff^iirs. 

I  might  have  begun  with  another  Tribunal,  called  Nut  yuen^ 
or  the  In-vjurd  Court,  becaufe  it  ir  kept  within  the  Palace.  This 
is  the  Emperor's  Privy  Council,  and  is  comrjofed  of  three  Orders 
of  Nhndarins.  The  firft  are  properly  Mmifters  of  State,  and 
their  Fuii^lion  is  to  examine  almoll  all  fuch  Petitions,  on  what 
Subject  foevcr,  as  the  fupreme  Tribunals  are  to  prefent  to  the 
K'Ic/narch  :  The  Mandarins  of  the  fecond  Order  are  a  Kind  of  Af- 
fiftants  to  the  former,  and  out  of  them  are  choien  the  Viceroys, 
and  the  Preiident 5  of  the  other  Tribunals .  The  Mandarins  of 
the  third  Order  are  S.^cretaries  to  the  Emperor.  Molt  Affairs  of 
Importance  are  examined  and  decided  by  this  Triounal,  except 
the  Monarch  gives  OrJers  for  affembling  the  gieat  Council, 
which  is  compofed  of  all  the  Minifters  of  State,  the  chief  Prefi- 
dcuts  and  Ailiftants  of  the  fix  fupreme  Courts,  and  the  three 
principal  Tribunals.  S.e  du  Halde'c,  China.  The  Relation  a- 
bove  will  enable  the  Reader  to  underftand  many  Particular^, 
mentioned  in  the  Letters  of  cur  Jefuits,  which  otherwifc  might 
not  have  been  fo  inteili«ible. 
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fwer  agreeably  to  the  Laws,  they  cannot  be  bLimcd ; 
whereas  if  their  Anlwer  is  rep-igiant  ro  tiiem,  the 
Ceniors  of  the  Er.ipire  have  a  Rii';*u  to  impeach 
them  ;  and  the  Emperor  is  aiitlioiized  to  punifh 
thei-n,  l-v  pronouncing  iii  0|.p  fition  to  the  Laws. 
Tiia'  A'hicli  confirms  me  in  my  Optnioa  is,  Prince 
So/an  told  the  Emperor  phiinly,  that  it  would  be 
abioiui-cly  necefl'iry  for  him  to  ex^rt  his  Authority, 
in  order  for  the  r.pealing  fjch  Edicts  as  were  le- 
velled agaiiul  the  Chrijlian  Faith.  Farther,  Time 
has  llicv/n  that  die  Court  of  Rites,  {o  far  from  op- 
po.'lng  11-,  as  formerly,  has  been  inclined,  of  late 
Ycar.%  to  favour  us. 

H  Avcver  this  be,  the  Emperor  perceiving  that 
notiiing  was  done  by  the  Tri'ujnals,  refolved  to  ap- 
prove tne  Judgment  of  the  C">urt  of  Rites.  This 
Court  permitted  Father  Intorcetta  to  refirle  in  Ham- 
cbai\  allowing  the  Euro  I' sans  only  to  worOiip  the 
true  God  in  their  Churches,  and  to  profe;'s  the  Chri' 
fiian  Religion  ;  but  forbidding  al!  Chin  ze  whatfo- 
ever  fo  embrace  its  Tenets  -,  and  confirming,  at  the 
fame  Time,  the  anticnc  Edii^s.  The  News  of  this 
v/as  as  a  Thunder-bolt  to  the  Fathers ;  and  furpnz'd 
them  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  the  Emoeror  was  un- 
eafy.  Accordingly  he  endeavoured  to  footh  them; 
but  their  AfHidion  was  too  great  to  receive  any 
Confolation  from  the  kindell  Words.  IVe  ^.re  like 
(faid  they  to  thofe  who  fpt^ke  to  them  in  the  Mo- 
narch's Name)  to  Perfous  ivho  have  perpetually  before 
their  Eyes  the  dead  Bodies  of  their  Parents :  An  Ex- 
prellion  which  llrongly  affects  the  Chineze.  The 
Emperor  offered  to  lend  fome  of  them  into  the 
Provinces,  with  fuch  honourable  Marks  of  Diflin- 
<5i:ion,  as  might  evidently  (licw  to  all  his  Subjedts, 
the  Regard  he  had  for  the  European  Fathers,  and 
how  greatly  he  approved  of  their  Religion.  At 
lad,  finding  that  their  Grief,  fo  flir  from  decreafing 
grew  more  violent  every  Day  5  and  that  they  feem- 
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cd  to  have  a  total  Difregard  for  all  Things,  he  fent 
for  1^1  nice  Sojan^  in  orcitr  to  take,  in  concert  with 
him,  fuch  Meafures  as  might  fatisfy  the  Fathers; 

This  zealous  Minifter  now  called  to  mind  the 
Promife  he  made  Father  Gerbillon  at  the  Peace  of 
Nipcheu.  After  applauding  the  Fathers,  he  repre- 
fented  to  the  Emperor  the  important  Services  they 
had  done  the  Goi^ernment,  and  thofe  they  daily  did 
his  Majefty.  He  obferved,  that  as  they  profcfled 
a  Concempt  for  Riches  and  Honours,  the  only  fit 
Recompence  was,  to  permit  them  to  preach  their 
Ta-A',  publickly,  in  every  part  of  the  Empire ;  that 
this  Law  muft  be  holy,  fince  it  was  levelled  againft 
Vice  in  general,  and  inculcated  the  Pradlicc  of  the 
feveral  Virtues.  The  Emperor  declared,  that  all 
Prince  Sofan  faid  was  true.  But  how  will  it  be 
fo[fible  (faid  that  great  Monarch)  to  fatisfy  them,  in 
cafe  the  tribunals  perjifi  in  refujing  to  approve  their 
Religion.  Sir^  anfwered  he,  only  fhew  them  that  you 
will  be  obeyed.  Pleafe  but  to  give  Orders^  and  Til  go 
to  the  Mandarins  ;  and  be  afjured,  I'll  deliver  myfelf 
in  fuch  flrong  Terms ^  that  not  one  of  thcmfhall  refufe 
to  comply  With  your  Majefiy*s  "Demands, 

I  Ihall  not  here  mention  the  Speech  he  made  to 
them,  it  being  inferted  in  the  abovementioned 
Book  *.  'Twas  delivered  with  a  Livelinefs,  a  Pa- 
thos, and  Majefty,  worthy  of  the  ijluftrious  Speak* 
er  i  and  was  equally  expreflive  of  his  good  Senfe, 
his  Courage,  his  Rectitude,  and  greatnefs  of  Soul. 
The  Tartar  Mandarins  fir  ft  yielded  to  the  Force  of 
his  Arguments ;  and  were  followed  by  the  Chineze-fj 
who  complied  in  every  Refped.  The  Tnftrument 
was  drawn  up  inftantly,  when  the  Prince  infert- 
ed in  it  fuch  vaft  Encomiums  of  the  Chyijlian  Law 

*  The  Hlflcry  of  the  F.disSl  of  the  Emperor  of  Cbinay  in  fa- 
vour of  the  ChrijUan  Reli^'cn. 

•j-  The  tribunals,  fince  rhe  Conqueft  o^  China  y  are  compofed 
half  of  Chinezcy  and  the  Remainder  of  Tartars, 

or 


TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits.     107 

or  Religion,  that  the  Emperor,  as  we  are  told,  (Iruck 
out  fome  of  them  with  his  own  Hand.  However, 
he  permitted  the  moft  effential  Articles  to  ftand, 
fiich  as  thofe  relating  to  the  Sandity  of  our  Reli- 
gion •,  the  exemplary  Lives  of  the  MiflTionaries  who 
had  preached  it  during  an  hundred  Years  in  China  % 
the  PermifTion  indulged  the  Natives  to  embrace  it ; 
and  the  Prcfervation  of  fuch  Churches  as  were  al- 
ready built.  He  ratified  thefe  feveral  Articles,  and 
then  the  Tribunal  of  Rites  fent  them,  purfuant  to 
Cudom,  to  all  the  Cities  of  the  Empire,  where  they 
were  publickly  fet  up,  and  reglftered  in  all  the  Au- 
diences or  Jurifdidlions. 

In  this  Manner  the  fo-long-wifhed-for  Toleration 
of  the  Chrijlian  Religion,  for  which  fo  many  Pray- 
ers had  been  offered  up  both  in  Europe  and  China, 
was  obtained  •,  and  by  a  particular  Difpofition  of 
Providence,  Heaven  permitted  that  the  Sciences  we 
profefs,  and  which  we  had  endeavoured  to  learn 
perleftly  before  we  left  Europe^  fhould  induce  the 
Emperor  to  acquiefce  with  our  Defires ;  fo  true  it  is, 
that  thefe  Expedients,  tho' altogether  human,  fhould 
not  be  negleded  ;  and  yet  they  ought  not  to  be  re- 
lied upon  as  Aids  that  are  infallible,  or  abfolutely 
neceffiry  ;  fince  the  Ellablifhment  of  Religion,  and 
the  Converfion  of  Infidels,  is  ever  owing  to  the  all- 
powerful  Grace  of  Heaven. 

We  have  been  often  told  fince,  that  certain  Mlf- 
fionaries  feemed  to  lay  no  great  Screfs  upon  this  E- 
di(5l,  becaufe  they  had  not  all  the  Liberty  they 
wifhed,  in  order  for  them  to  fettle  in  various  Places; 
and  that  fome  Mandarins  ftill  oppofed  the  preaching 
of  the  Gofpel,  and  would  not  permit  the  Heathens 
to  turn  Chriftians,  In  my  Opinion,  this  is  not  a 
jufl  Way  of  Thinking  -,  for  luppofing  that  the  Em- 
peror had  given  them  leave  to  build  Churches  every 
where,  (a  Circumftance  not  declared  in  his  Edid) 
yet  a  MifTionary  fhould  ever  confiderj  that  Perfecu- 
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tions  arc  infcparablc  froTi  his  State  of  Life,  and  the 
Endeavours  lie  may  exert  for  God's  Glory.  One 
migiu  aik  the  Prilbns  in  queftion,  if  it  would  be 
eaiy  for  uu^iii  to  fctclc,  at  Picallire,  in  all  the  Cities 
oi'  Europe,  where  tlic  Governors  and  Magiltratesare 
Cmijiians,  and  dilpofed  to  favour  every  Thing  re- 
lating to  tne  Service  and  Glory  of  God  *.  *Tis 
therefore  no  Wonder  that  fo'ne  Oppo-ition  Hiould  be 
met  with  in  China,  vvhofe  Mandvirins  are  HeathenSy 
and  fometimes  particular  Friends  of  the  Bonzes,  or 
very  averfe  to  the  Chnflian  Religion.  'Tis  certain 
however,  that  thefe  Mandarins  are  very  mnch  re- 
ftrained  by  this  Edid  •,  and  that  the  MilBon^jries, 
ever  fince  we  obtained  ir,  live  much  more  unmo- 
lefted  in  the  Provinces  than  before ;  they  are  no 
longer  perfecuted  on  Account  of  fuch  Churches  as 
they  already  poffefs ;  and  in  cafe  they  are  defirous 
of  building  new  ones,  they  need  but  ingratiate  them- 
lelves  with  the  Governors  and  other  OiHcers  of  the 
Place?,  either  by  making  them  fome  Prefent,  or  by 
procuring  powerful  Recommendations  to  them. 
Such  M.mdarins  as  love  us,  take  every  Opportunity 
of  enforcing  the  Emperor's  Declaration,  in  order  to 
fupport  us  againft  our  Enemies.  To  conclude,  'tis 
certain  that  the  Emperor  thinks  he  has  indulged  us 
no  fmall  Favour  on  this  Occafion  -,  for,  being  told 
that  all  the  Fathers  were  come  to  return  him 
Thanks :  fbey  have  great  Reafon  to  do  fo,  replied 
he-,  hczv:.-vcr,  bid  ihem fettd  JVord  to  their  Brethren 
in  the  Frovin.es,  not  to  take  too  much  Advantage  of 
the  Permijjion  now  given  them ;  but  to  make  a  "prudent 

*  'Tis  univcrrilly  known,  that  the  Jefuits  would  not  be  well  re- 
ceived in  Proteiiann  Countries.  Tis  Death  for  them  to  be  found 
in  V.ngland;  and  they  have  been  more  than  once  baniflied  out  of 
fome  Rom-jh  Kingdoms,  where  they  now  bear  confidcrabli^ 
Sway.  Tneir  Arts  and  Ab.litics  are  not  unknown  to  the  People 
of  tliofe  Ccuntric?,  where  t.-Ty  are  as  much  fuipeded  and  hated, 
by  Multitudes,  as  by  us.  'i'liis  I  mylelf  was  an  Ear-witnefs  to 
in  France. 
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Ufe  of  it,  fo  that  1  may  never  hear  any  more  C^vu 
plaints  on  that  Account  from  the  M  indarins :  For^ 
added  he,  floould  thefe  fend  tip  any,  Vll  repeal  it  that 
Jnffant,  and  then  they  can  blame  jw  one  hiu  themfehes. 

This  Affliir  of  the  Edid  being  ended,  the  Em- 
peror refumed  his  Studies,  and  the  Fathers  devoted 
themfelves  to  his  Service  with  frelli  Ardour.  He 
being  defirous  of  having  fome  mathematical  Inflru- 
•mcnts,  we  fent  him  ours,  which  he  had  leen  be- 
fore, but  did  not  then  know  their  Ufes.  Thele  ap- 
peared to  him  fo  neat  and  accurate,  (they  being 
made  by  the  ableft  Artifts  in  Paris)  that  he  defircd 
more.  The  Mandarins  therefore  cauled  Enquiry  to 
be  made  in  the  feveral  Ports  for  fome,  and  fent  all 
fuch  as  they  could  meet  with,  to  Peking.  The 
Emperor,  at  firft,  received  all  of  what  Kind  foever 
which  were  fent  him-,  and  it  put  theEathers  be- 
longing to  the  Court  to  no  fmail  Pains,  to  guefs  the 
feveral  Ufes  for  which  they  were  defigned  ;  they 
being  obliged  to  exprefs  every  Thing  clearly  in 
Writing,  and  to  lliew  it  this  Monarch,  who  is  vaft- 
ly  exact,  and  enquires  into  the  minuteft  Particu- 
lars. 

At  this  Time  there  were  but  five  French  Fathers 
in  China,  tv/o  at  Court,  and  three  in  the  Provinces. 
I  myfelf  was  at  Nankin  with  Father  Gabiani^  and 
the  Bifhops  of  Bafilea  and  Argolis,  as  was  faid  a- 
bove.  F'AthcTs  Fi/dehu  and  le  Comte  were  labouring 
very  fuccefsfully  in  the  Provinces  of  Xanji  and  Xenji^ 
when  Satan,  the  Enemy  to  our  Peace,  gave  us  ano- 
ther Caufe  of  Affli6tion.  The  Porttdgueze  of  Ma' 
cao  had  feized  a  young  French  Painter,  who  v;as 
bringing  our  Penfions,  with  fome  Books  and  ma- 
thematical Inilruments  -,  and  throwing  him  into 
Prifon,  fent  him,  under  a  ilrong  Guard,  to  Goa^ 
Vv'hcre  he  died  lome  Time  after  in  Confinement, 
The  Lofs  we  lutlained  on  this  Occafion  was  fo  con- 
fiderablc,  that  Fathers  k  Comte  and  Fifddou  were 
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forced  to  quit  their  MifTions,  and  go  and  refide  neaf 
the  Ports,  in  order  to  fubfift  themfelves,  I  went 
with  Father  le  Comte  to  Canton^  in  hopes  of  reco- 
vering our  Monies,  and  to  prevent  all  fuch  Acci- 
dents for  the  future.  We  made  fome  pretty  curious 
Obfervations  during  our  Journey,  and  at  Canton  ; 
and,  among  others,  Father /^C£?»«/^alfo  drew,  from 
a  large  Scale,  a  Chart  of  the  tranfit  of  Mercury  over 
the  Sun :  Alfo  a  Chart  of  the  River  from  Nankin  to 
Canton.  As  we  paffcd  thro*  Nanchan-foOy  Nangan- 
foo^  and  Cancheu-foo,  we  took  the  Latitudes  of 
thofc  feveral  Cities. 

The  Tfonto  *  of  the  Province  of  Canton,  being 
informed  of  our  Arrival  in  that  City,  did  us  the 
Honour  to  fend  one  of  his  Officers,  to  invite  us  to 
vifit  him  in  Chao-kin,  a  City  of  the  firft  Clafs  -j* 
where  he  ufually  refides.  He  is  a  worthy  Noble- 
man, and  extremely  complaifant :  He  is  generous, 

*  'Tis  the  Emperor  who  nominates  fuch  Mandarins  as  are  to  be 
invefted  with  any  Authority  in  the  Provinces,  which  are  go- 
verned by  two  principal  OfEcers,  to  whom  all  the  reft  are  fub- 
ordinate.  The  one  is  called  Foo  yueiit  who  is  as  the  Viceroy  or 
Governor;  and  the  other,  whofe  Jurifdidion  is  much  more  ex- 
tenfive,  (he  commanding  over  two,  and  fometimes  three  Pro- 
vinces) is  called  Tfonto.  Thcfj  two  Officers  are  at  the  Head 
cf  the  fupreme  Tribunal  of  the  Province,  in  which  all  impor- 
tant Aftairs,  whether  civil  or  criminal,  are  determined.  The 
Emperor  lends  all  his  Orders  immediately  to  them,  and  they 
inftantly  tranfmit  thofe  Ordeis  to  the  feveral  Cities  in  their 
Diftridl.  Tho'  the  Authority  of  the  Tfon-to  is  very  great,  it 
yet  does  not  interfere  with  that  of  the  particular  Viceroys,  but 
all  Matters  are  fo  well  tegj'ated,  that  they  never  have  any  Con- 
left  about  their  ftveral  Juriulidions. 

•j-  I  believe  this  is  reckoned  the  f  xth  City  of  the  Prcvince  of 
Canton^  in  Father  du  Ualde'i,  China.  'Tis  faid  to  be  the  fineft 
X^ity,  and  the  beft  built,  in  the  whole  Province  ;  and  is  the  Seat 
of  the  Tjonto.  It  ftands  on  the  RIvlt  l^abo  \  and  in  the  Ealtern 
Part  of  the  Cicy  is  a  '^rcwcr  nine  SiOries  high.  Upon  the  Ri- 
ver are  above  five  tlioufand  liarks,  wliii  h  are  longer  than  our 
fmall  Veffels,  in  each  of  which  a  Family  i.ves :  belides  a  va^* 
Namber  of  Fiftiing-boats,  and  Canoes  to  crofs  the  River,  there 
being  no  Bridge  over  tlieie  great  Rivers.  In  this  Country  are  a 
great  Number  cf  Peacocks,  boLJi  v\iid  and  tame. 

X  refpe(5led 
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Trfpefled  by  the  Mandarins^  idolized  by  the  People, 
and  a  Friend  to  the  French^  whom  he  has  always 
treated  with  peculiar  Marks  of  Diftindlion.  During 
the  four  Journies  I  took  to  Canton^  either  about  our 
private  Affairs  or  by  the  Emperor's  Order,  I  had 
frequent  Opportunities  of  vifuing  him,  and  of  gain- 
ing his  Elleem. 

The  PaiTage  from  Canton  to  Chao-kin  is  by  Wa- 
ter. At  theDiftance  of  five  Leagues  we  meet  with 
Fo-chan^  the  greaceft  Village  in  the  World.  I  call 
it  a  Village  becaufe  it  has  no  Walls,  nor  any  parti- 
cular Governor,  though  it  is  happy  in  a  great 
Trade,  and  confifts  of  more  Inhabitants,  and  even 
Houfes,  x\i'2in  Canton  \  it  being  computed  to  contain 
a  Million  of  Souls  at  leaft.  The  Jeiuits  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Japan  have  a  fine  Church  there,  and  a  nu- 
merous Flock.  Twelve  Leagues  above  Fo-chan^ 
the  River  is  divided  into  three  Arms-;  the  one 
comes  from  the  North,  the  other  runs  to  Chao-kin^ 
and  the  third  to  Canton.  At  this  Conflux  ftands  a 
City  of  the  third  Clafs,  called  San-choue^  that  is, 
the  three  Rivers^  or  three  Waters.  When  an  Envoy 
of  Diftinftion  comes  from  Court,  the  f^fonto  and 
Viceroy  go  and  receive  him  in  that  City  ^  and  con- 
dud  him  thus  far,  at  his  Return.  This  obliged 
them  to  build,  on  the  River  Side,  a  Houfe,  the 
View  of  which  is  inchanting.  The  Auguftin  Friars 
have  a  Miflion  in  Chao-kin,  I  have  often  lodged  in 
their  Houfe  j  and  I  there  became  acquainted  with 
Father  Michael  Rubio,  a  Man  of  great  Prudence, 
Integrity,  Sincerity,  and  Learning ;  Q^ialities  which 
gained  him  the  Afl:e6lion  of  all  the  Miffionaries. 

At  our  Return  to  Nankin^  where  we  had  left 
Father  Vifdelou,  we  refolved  to  fend  Father  k 
Comte  into  Europe^  to  tranfa6l  fome  Aflriiirs  relat- 
ing to  our  Miffion.  About  this  Time  died  Grego^ 
ry  Lopez,  Bifliop  of  Bafilea,  Apoflolical  Vicar  of 
Nankin^  Peking,  and  the  reft  of  the  northern  Pro- 
vinces 
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vinces  of  Cbina.  He  made  a  very  pious  End  ;  and 
we  attended  at  his  FuiK-ra!,  which  was  perFornied 
in  the  fame  Manner  with  that  of  Father  Fe-bicfi. 

About  the  Clofe  of  the  Year  1692,  Fa. her  ^y^ 
delou  and  I  returned  to  CunloK',  where  it  vvas  necef- 
fary  for  us  to  take  a  Houfc,  to  receive  the  MifTio- 
naries  whom  wc  expected.  We  liad  purchafed  the 
Houfe,  and  had  fcarce  begun  furnifliing  it,  when 
an  Order  came  from  the  Emperor,  for  us  both  to 
go  to  Court.  'Twiis  alio  declared,  in  the  fame  Or- 
der, that  Father  le  Comte  fhould  go  thither  alfo,  an 
his  Return  from  Europe^  whereof  we  were  com- 
m-ih.'ied  to  give  him  Notice.  This  News  gave  the 
higheft  Satisfadlion  to  the  Apolloiical  Vicars  and 
MilTionaries.  Pa.Tins;  thro*  th^  Province  of  Nan- 
kin,  we  had  the  Confolarion  to  embrace  Father 
Gabiani  for  the  lait  Time.  He  was  then  troubled 
with  the  Infirmities  which,  two  Years  after,  brought 
him  to  the  Grave  ;  he  being  quite  worn  out  with 
Toils,  and  dear  to  Heaven.  We  alfo  fiw  the  Bi- 
fhp  of  ArgGlis,  and  the  reverend  Father de  Leonijja, 
Aportolical  Vicar  i){  Nankin  md  Peking,  in  the  Place 
of  the  Bifliop  of  Bcfilea.  They  both  laid  great 
Strefs  upon  u-;,  and  were  of  Opinion,  that  it 
might  be  in  our  Power  to  do  them  fignal  Service 
at  Court. 

The  Emperor,  at  our  Arrival  thither,  was  fick  ; 
and  Fathers  Gerbilkn  jud  Percyra  lay  every  Night 
in  the  Palace,  by  his  Order.  This  great  Prince, 
notwithiianding  his  Indilpofition,  did  not  forget  us; 
but  fenr,  to  fonie  L-jagucs  Diiiance  from  the  City, 
the  reft  of  the  Fathers,  with  a  Gentleman  of  his 
Chamber,  wlio  told  us,  by  ihe  Emperor's  Com- 
mand, that  had  he  known  the  Road  vve  were  to 
come,  he  would  have  ^cM  them  fiill  farther  on  to 
ineet  us.  We  now  alighted  at  the  Palace,  and  fpent 
the  reft  of  the  Day  there,  in  an  Apartment  near 
that  of  tlic  Emperor,    v/liere  the  Prince,  his  eKlcil 
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Son,  was  pleafcd  to  come  and  fee  us ;  on  which 
Occafion  he  treated  us  very  gracioufly.  We  alfo 
were  vifited  by  the  Hoan-tai-ce^  his  fccond  Son,  and 
the  Heir-apparent. 

As  this  Prince  is  extremely  well  fkilled  in  the 
Chineze  Books,  he  difcovcred  a  peculiar  Affedtioa 
for  Father  de  Fifdelou^  who  was  looked  upon  as  a 
great  Mafter  in  them.  After  converfingfome  Time, 
the  Prince  fcnt  for  feveral  of  the  anticnt  Books,  and 
ihewed  them  to  the  Father,  who,  the  Inllant  he 
opened  them  (in  what  Part  foever)  read  them  with 
fo  much  Eafe  and  Perfpicuity,  that  the  Prince  was 
quite  furprized,  and  iliid  twice  or  thrice  to  the  Man- 
darins  who  accompanied  him,  I'a  toog^  that  is,  he 
underftands  them  perfecily.  He  then  alked  what  his 
Opinion  was  concerning  the  Chineze  Books,  and 
whether  they  agreed  with  our  Religion.  .  The  Fa- 
ther, after  excufing  himfclf  with  Modefty,  replied, 
that  our  Religion  might  agree  with  the  Particulars 
found  in  the  antient  Books,  but  not  with  the  Wri- 
tings of  the  Interp-eters.  'Tis  certain^  faid  the 
Prince,  that  the  modern  Interpreters  have  fometimes 
miftaken  the  Scnfe  of  our  antient  Authors.  Ever  fince 
that  Conference,  the  Prince  in  Qui^ftion  has  always 
difcovered  a  great  AtFe^lion  for  Father  Vifddou ; 
and  of  this  he  gave  him  the  mod  diftinguiflied 
Proofs,  which  we  hope  will  one  Diy  greatly  re- 
dound to  the  Advanta2:e  of  our  Religion.  This 
Prince  fpoke  to  us  concerning  the  Boo'-cs  of  Father 
Matthew  Ricci ;  and  beftowed  fuch  high  Encomiums 
on  the  Genius  and  Eiudition  of  this  Father,  the 
Founder  of  the  MnTioa  of  China^  that  the  molt 
learned  Chineze  would  have  thought  themfelves  ho- 
noured by  the  Compliment. 

The  Emperor  had  carefully  examined,  during 
two  Years,  our  European  Medicines  ;  and  particu- 
larly the  medicinal  Lozenges  *,    which  the  King  of 

*  The  French  is  Piites  Medicinales. 
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France  caufes  to  be  diftribiited  all  over  his  Kingdom 
"Wv  had  informed  him  of  the  fcveral  Dircalcs  they 
cured  in  France  i  and  he  himfelf  iiad  ieen,  by  va- 
rious E>p.rimcnts,  Pcrlbns  wlio  lay  at  the  point  of 
Death,  and  were  thoii[>,'it  p^ft  all  Hopes  of  Reco- 
very, quite  out  of  Danfj^-r  the  very  next  Day, 
The  furprizing  Fffe(5ts  produced  by  this  Medicine, 
made;  him  give  it  the  Name  of  Chin-yo,  or  the  di- 
vine Medicine.  Tlie  Difeafe  he  then  was  troubled 
with,  was  the  Beginning  of  a  malignant  Fever. 
Though  he  knew,  by  feveral  undoubted  Experi- 
ments, that  this  Medicine  would  cure  him,  yet  the 
Chineze  Phyficians  did  not  think  proper  that  he 
Ihould  take  it,  and  therefore  prefcribed  different 
Things;  but  the  Emperor  finding  himfelf  grow 
worfe,  and  fearing  to  be  light-headed,  he  refolved 
to  proceed  his  own  Way,  and  accordingly  took 
half  a  Dofe  of  this  Medicine.  The  Fever  left  him 
that  Evening,  and  the  fucceeding  Days  he  was  bet- 
ter. He  afterwards  had  fome  Ague-Fits,  which 
poflibly  might  be  owing  to  his  not  having  purged 
fufficiently.  Though  thefe  Fits  were  not  violent, 
and  did  not  laft  above  two  Hours,  he  yet  was  a  lit- 
tle uneafy.  He  now  caufed  Proclamition  to  be 
made  throughout  the  whole  City,  commanding 
all  Perfons,  who  were  acquainted  with  any  Reme- 
dies for  the  Ague,  to  inform  him  of  them  immedi- 
ately •,  declaring  farther,  that  all  who  were  troubled 
with  that  Diilemper,  might  come  to  the  Palace  and 
be  cured.  A  great  Number  of  Trials  were  made 
daily,  on  which  Occafion  a  Bonze 6\^in^\x\(hQd  him- 
felf in  a  particular  Manner.  He  order'd  a  Pail  of 
frelh  Water,  drawn  from  a  Well,  to  be  brought 
him,  in  Prefence  of  four  of  the  chief  Noblemen 
of  the  Court,  whom  the  Emperor  had  difpatchcd 
to  receive  the  feveral  Medicines  which  fhould  be 
fent ;  and  to  afTift  at  the  Experiments,  and  afterwards 
make  their  Report  to  him.     Thefe  four  Noblemen 
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were  Prince  So/arty  Mim-ta-gin^  one  of  the  Empt- 
ror's  Uncles,  and  an  Uncle  of  the  Prince,  all  •! 
them  Minifters  of  State,  and  Perfons  of  confum 
mate  Wifdom.  The  Bonze  filled  a  Difh  with  the 
Water  in  queftion ;  when  going  out  of  the  Room, 
he  prefented  it  firfl:  to  the  Sun,  raifing  his  Hands 
and  Eyes  towards  Heaven  ;  then  turning  himfclf  to 
the  four  Quarters  of  the  World,  he  made  an  hun- 
dred Poftures,  which  feemed  myfterious  to  the  Ilea' 
thens.  Having  done  this,  he  ordered  a  Pcrfon  (then 
upon  his  Knees)  troubled  with  an  Ague,  who  car- 
neflly  defired  to  be  cured,  to  drink  this  Water  j 
but  the  Remedy  had  no  Elfcd,  and  the  Bonze  was 
therefore  looked  upon  as  a  Cheat. 

Matters  were  in  this  State,  when  Father  de  Vif- 
delou  and  I  arrived  at  Court,  bringing  with  us  a 
Pound  of  the  Peruvian  Cortex,  which  Father  Doiti 
had  been  fo  kind  as  to  fend  us,  when  he  was  in 
Pondichery.  The  Cortex  was  not  then  known  in 
Peking.  We  then  went  and  offered  it,  declaring  it 
to  be  the  bed  Specific  in  Europe  againlt  Agues. 
The  four  Noblemen  abovementioned  received  us 
with  Joy.  We  told  them  how  it  was  to  be  pre- 
pared and  taken,  agreeably  to  the  Inftrudtions  oub- 
lilhed  in  France^  by  Order  of  the  King.  They  then 
alked  wl^at  Country  the  Cortex  was  brougiit  from, 
what  were  its  Effects,  the  Difeales  it  curt^d,  and 
in  what  Manner  the  King  had  made  it  public  for 
the  Benefit  of  his  Subjedts ;  after  bellowing  on  the 
Perfon  who  pofTelTed  that  Secret  a  Reward  worthy 
of  fo  great  a  Monarch. 

On  the  Morrow  three  Perfons  troubled  with  A- 
gues  took  the  Bark.  The  firlt  took  it  after  cne  Fit 
was  over,  the  fecond  on  the  Day  that  it  feized  him, 
and  the  third  on  the  Day  he  was  free  from  it.  I 
know  not  whether  God  thought  proper  to  dlfplay 
his  Power  on  that  Occafion,  or  whether  it  was  tr.e 
natural  EfFed:  of  the  Cortex.     Be  this  as  it  will,  the 
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hrce  Patients  being  kept  in  the  Palace,  and  watched 
by  certain  Per fons  appointed  for  that  Piirpofc,  were  all 
cured  with  once  taking  the  Cortex.     I'his  was  told 
the  Emperor,  who  thereupon  would  have  taken  a 
Dofe  of  the  Cortex  that  very  Day,  had  not  the  Heir- 
apparent,  who  was  vaftly  uncafy  on  Account  of  his 
Father's  Sicknefs,  (he  loving  him  with  all  the  Ten- 
dernefs  of  filial  AiFeftion)  apprehended  that  the  try- 
ing a  Medicine  which  was  not  yet  known,  might 
be  attended  with  ill  Confequences.     He  therefore 
fent  for  the  four  Noblemen,  and  blamed  them  for 
mentioning  it  fo  foon  to  the  Emperor.     They  ex- 
cufed  themfelves  with  Modefty  ;  but  to  prove  that 
the  Cortex  was  not  at  all  dangerous,  (for,  from  the 
feveral  Particulars  we  told  them,    they  concluded 
it  could  be  no  Ways  hurtful)  they  all  four  offered 
to  take  it,  to  which  the  Prince  coniented.     Imme- 
diately  Cups  were  brought  with   fome  Wine  and 
fome  Bark.     The  Prince  himfelf  made  the  Mixture, 
and  each  of  the  four  Noblemen  drank  a  Quantity 
of  it  about  fix  in  the  Evening.     They  then  with- 
drew, and  flcpt  foundly,  without  finding  the  lead 
ill  Effecfl.     The  Emperor,  who  had  not  been  able 
to  clofe  his  Eyes,  fent  for  Prince  Sofati  about  three 
in  the  Morning  -,  when  hearing  that  he  and  the  reft 
of  the  Noblemen  were  well,    he  took  the  Cor:ex 
without  any  farther   Ceremony.     He  expected  the 
Fit  about  three  in  the  Afternoon,    but  miffed  it ; 
and  was  quite  eafy  the  reft  of  the  Day,    and  the 
Night  following.      A  general  Joy  now  appeared  in 
the  whole  Palace  *,    and,    in  the  Morning,  the  four 
Noblemen  congratulated  us  on  the  Excellency  of 
our  Medicine.     We  afcribed  all  the  Glory  of  it  to 
God,  who  had  beftowed  his  Bleffmg  upon  it.     The 
Emperor  continued  to  take  the  Cortex  the  follow- 
ing Days,  and  grew  better  daily  *. 

Being 

*  'Tis  well  known  that  this  Cortex  or  Bark  comes  from  tlic 

Wtfi-lndics,     'Jlie   I'ree  whence  it  is  taken  gr^Wj  in  Peru,  in 
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Being  entirely  recovered,  the  Monarch  rewarded 
all  ilich  as  had  attended  upon  him  during  his  In- 
difpoficion,  or  brought  him  any  Medicines,  tho" 
they  had  not  been  taken.  But  he  punilhed  three  of 
his  Phyficians,  for  being  of  Opinion,  when  his  Di- 
ftempLT  was  moft  violent,  that  it  would  not  be  pro- 
per to  give  him  any  Phyfic.  How!  (Taid  he  to 
them)  you  for/ah  me  when  in  danger j  for  fear  you 
fljould  be  acctifed  f  killwg  me  ;  and  yet  are  not  afraid 
I  Jhould  die,  for  want  of  Afpftance.  He  thereupon 
commanded  the  Tribunal  of  Crimes  to  enquire  in- 
to their  Proceedings,  and  to  judge  them  purfuanc 
to  the  Laws.     This  Tribunal  condemned  them  to 

the  Province  of  ^uito^    on  Mountains  near  the  City  of  Loxa, 
The  Natives  call  it  GanaperiJet  and  the  Spaniards^  Palo  de  Ca- 
lenturas,  or  Fever-wood.     The  Tree  is  about  the  Size  of  the 
Cherry-tree  ;    its  Leaves  are  round,  indented  ;    tlie  Flower  is 
long  an  1  rc'ddifh,  whence  fprings  a  Pod  or  Husk,  containing  a 
white,  flat  Kernel,  incloftid  in  a  ^hin  Film  or  Skin.  This  Tree 
is  of  two  Kinds,  rhe  one  cultivated,    and  the  other  wild  ;  but 
the  former  is  greatly  preferable  to  the  other.     The  Cortex  was 
not  known  to  the  Europeans  till  the  V^ear  1 640.     In  1 649  the 
jefuits  of  Rome  gave  it  great  Reputation  in  Italy  and  Spain, 
Cardinal  de  Lugo  firft  brought  it  into  France  in  1650.     Having  fo 
furprizing  an  KfFeft  in  the  Cure  of  Fevers,    'twas  fold  for  its 
Weight  in  Gold  ;    and  being  pounded,  'twas  called  Cardinal  de 
Lugo's  Powder.     Many  Phyiicians  were  Enemies  to  it  at  firft, 
and  among  otheis,  Chijlet  and  Plempius ;  but  a  numberlefs  mul- 
titude of  Experiments  that  were  made  in  all  P.irts  of  Europe  i 
and  the  furprizing  EffeQs  which  it  was  found  to  have  daily,  at 
lall  convinced  even  the  Obllinate,  that  it  is  c.ie  of  the  moil  ex- 
cellent Drugs  in  the  Materia  Medica,  fo  that  none  but  the  Igno- 
rant exclaim  againd  it.     Mr.  Barbeyrac^  a  famous  Phyfician  of 
Motttpelliert  was  one  of  the  firft  who  employed  it  very  fuccefsful- 
ly,  and  greatly  increafcd  its  Reputation ;   and  the  higheft  Ap- 
pliiufes  were  beftowed  upon  it  by  Sturmius,    Willis^  Sydenham, 
Mirton,  Dola-us,  and  many  other  celebrated  Phyficians.     The 
great  Good  done  by  the  Jefuits  Bark,  and  the  Evils  which  ma- 
ny of  their  Maxims  are  fuppofed  to  caufe,  fuggefted  the  follow- 
ing Lines. 

Jefuits,  your  Bark  fo  many  thoufands  faves ; 

Your  Maxims  bring  fuch  Numbers  to  their  Graves ; 

'Tis  hard  to  fay,  where  Good  thus  blends  yvith  Evil, 

Whether  you  are  of  God,  or  of  the  Devil, 
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die  j  however,  the  Emperor  was  pleafed  to  com- 
mute their  Sentence,  and  ordered  them  to  be  ba- 
nifhed. 

The  Monarch  did  not  forget  us  on  this  Occafion, 
he  declaring pubhckly,  that  the  medicinal  Lozenges 
•which  Fathers  GerbiUon  and  Bouvet  brought,  had 
faved  his  Life  ;  and  that  the  Cortex  which  Father  de 
Vifdelou  and  I  adminiftred  to  him,  had  cured  him  of 
the  Ague,  and  therefore  he  was  determined  to  re- 
ward us  accordingly.  He  fent  for  the  Plans  of 
the  feveral  Houfes  belonging  to  him  in  the  firft 
Inclofure  of  his  Palace  -,  and  made  Choice  of  the 
largeft  and  moft  commodious,  which  had  belonged 
to  a  Mandarin^  Governor  of  the  Heir-apparent  \ 
this  Mandarin  being  guilty  of  a  Crime  which  de- 
ferved  Death,  all  his  PoflfefTions  had  been  confifca- 
ted,  and  iiimfelf  banifhed  to  'Tartary, 

July  4.^  i%3>  the  Emperor  fent  for  us  to  the 
Palace,  when  one  of  the  Gentlemen  of  his  Cham- 
ber fpoke  thus,  in  his  Name  :  The  Emperor  gives,  to 
ell  four  of  you^  a  Houfe  in  the  Hoang-Ching,  orfirfi 
Inclofure  of  his  Palace.  After  hearing  thefe  Words, 
on  our  Knees,  according  to  the  Chineze  Ceremonial, 
we  rofe  up  ;  when  the  Officer  in  quellion  conduc- 
ed us  to  the  Emperor's  Apartment,  to  offer  up  our 
Thanks  in  it,  though  the  Monarch  was  abfent. 
Several  Mandarins  who  happened  to  be  there  acci- 
dentally, joined  in  the  Ceremony,  as  well  as  Father 
Pereyra  and  another  Jefuit,  who  were  come  to  the 
Palace  upon  other  Bufinefs.  Thefe  drew  up  to  the 
right  and  left,  none  of  them  being  feated,  but  ob- 
ferving  a  deep  Silence,  whilft  Fathers  Gerbillcny 
jPouvet,  de  Vifdelou,  and  myfelf,  Handing  in  a  line  in 
the  midft  of  them,  kneeled  thrice,  and  made  three 
times  that  number  of  Bows,  fo  very  low,  that  our 
Foreheads  touched  the  Ground,  in  token  of  our  Gra- 
titude. V'-^e  repeated  this  Ceremony  next  Day  before 
I  he  Emperor,  who  was  fo  gracious  as  to  fend  for  us 

in 


W  m 


i 


TRAVELS^ /;5^  Jesuits.      119 

in  private,  and  to  exprefs  himfeJf  in  the  mofl  ob- 
Jiging  Terms.  He  caufed  to  be  delivered  to  Fa- 
ther Boiivet^  the  fcveral  Prefents  he  fent  to  France  i 
commanding  him  to  inform  our  Monarch  of  the 
Grant  with  which  he  had  jull:  before  favoured  us. 

We  took  Poffeffion  of  our  Houfe  the  nth  of 
July  •,  but  as  it  was  not  fitted  up  after  the  European 
Manner,  the  Emperor  commanded  the  Tribunal 
of  Buildings,  to  make  whatever  Aktrations  we 
fhould  defire,  which  was  immediately  done  •,  this 
Tribunal  fending  four  Architedls,  with  the  proper 
Materials,  and  appointing  as  many  Mandarins  to 
carry  on  the  Work.  All  Things  being  got  reajy, 
the  19th  o^  December  we  dedicated  our  Cliapel  to 
Chriit  dying  on  the  Crofs  for  the  SaJvation  of  Man- 
kind •,  and  on  the  Morrow  it  was  opened  in  Cere- 
mony. Several  Chrifiians  came  thither  in  the 
Morning,  and  praifed  God  for  permitting  himfelf 
to  be  worfliipped  in  the  Emperor's  Palace,  where 
none  but  impious  Sacrifices  had,  'till  then,  been  of- 
fered. Father  Vifdelou  preached  a  Sermon,  the 
Subje6t  of  which  was,  the  Necefllty  of  keeping 
holy  the  Sabbath  Day  and  all  Feftivals,  and  of, 
coming  to  Church  at  thofe  Times. 

From  that  Time  Father  Gerbtllon  preached  every 
Sundays  and  explained  to  his  Auditors  the  chief 
Duties  of  Chriflianity.  We  baptized  feveral  Cate- 
chumens, who  brought  us  their  Idols  ;  and  threvgr 
them  under  the  Tables  and  Benches,  to  Ihow  how 
greatly  they  defpifed  them.  We  never  failed  of 
a  Chriftning  every  Sunday  and  Holiday.  Father  de 
Vifdelou  undertook  to  inftrud  the  Profclytes;  fothat 
we  foon  had  a  very  numerous  Congregation.  The 
moft  fervent  of  theie  Chrijiiam  brought  their  Friends 
to  difcourfe  with  us  concerning  the  Law  of  God. 
The  famous  Hm-cum,  an  old  Eunuch  of  the  Pa- 
lace, diftinguiflied  himfelf  in  a  peculiar  Manner, 
in  this  charitable  Work.     About  this  Time  we  alio 
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baptized  a  ^Icr tartan  Colonel  belonging  to  the  Em- 
peror's Houihold.  I  omit  many  other  Perfons 
wiiom  we  bapuzcd  I'ecrctly,  fome  of  whom  were 
the  Children  of  illuftrious  Parents.  The  earned 
Defire  which  the  Parents  of  thefe  Children  have  to 
get  them  cured,  makes  them  fend  for  us  to  enquire, 
if  we  are  not  poflefled  of  certain  European  Medi- 
cines which  may  be  of  Service.  We  baptized 
fome  in  this  Manner,  who,  being  now  with 
God,  v/ill  befeech  him  to  blefs  us  •,  and  to  favour 
the  Converfion  of  the  Inhabitants  of  a  Country,  in 
which,  had  they  lived  long  enough,  they  would 
have  been  raifed  to  the  higheft  Employments. 

A  Year  after  the  Emperor  had  given  us  our 
Houfe,  he  indulged  us  a  ^econd  Grant  not  inferior 
to  the  former,  and  no  lefs  honourable  to  our  Reli- 
gion •,   and  this  was,    the  bcftowing  on  us  a  large 
Spot  for  building  our  Church.     Adjoining  to  our 
Houfe  was  a  void  Piece  of  Ground  three  hundred 
Foot  long,  and  two  hundred  broad.     As  the  Stew- 
ards of  the  Houfhold  had  refolved  to  throw  up  a 
Range  of  Buildings  there,    for  the  Eunuchs  of  the 
Palace,  we  thought  it  befl  to  be  beforehand  with 
them  1    and  endeavour  to  obtain  a  Grant  of  this 
Spot,  in  order  for  building  a  Church  upon  it.    Ac^ 
cordingly  Fathers  de  Gerbillon^  Fifdeiou,  and  myfelf, 
after  recommending  this  Affair  to  the  Almighty, 
w^nt  and   gave  in  our  Petition.     We  therein  ob- 
lerved,    in   the  moil  refpeAiul  Terms,    that  our 
Houies  had   always  Churches  belonging  to  them, 
thefe  being  the  moll  elTential  Edifices  •,  that  if  the 
former  were  made  beautiful  and  Ipacious,  the  lat- 
ter  ought  to  furpafs  them  in  every  Refpedt ;    for 
how  dilhonourable  (continued  we)  muft  it  be  to  us, 
if  enjoined  by  our  Vows  and  ProfefTions  to  feek  for 
the  greatefl  Glory  of  God,  we  yet  fhould  fuffer  our 
own  Habitation  to  be  m<)re  fplendid  than  the  terre^ 
ftrial  one  of  the  Lord  ?  That  as  the  Houfe  which  the 
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Emperor  had  gracioudy  condefcended  to  give  us, 
-was  complete  in  every  Rtfpeft,  it  was  incumbent 
on  us  to  raifc  a  magnificent  Church,  as  a  fit  Com- 
panion for  fo  noble  a  Gift  -,  I  Jt  as  we  had  no  Ground 
to  build  it  upon,  it  confequently  would  be  impofli- 
ble  for  us  to  gratify  our  earneft  Wifhes  on  that  Oc- 
cafion,  except  the  Emperor  would  pleafe  to  favour 
us  with  a  Spot  for  this  Purpofe. 

The  Perfon  to  whom  we  had  delivered  our  Petiti- 
on having prefen ted  it,  and  enforced  our  Reafons,  the 
Emperor  fent  the  Stewards  of  his  Houfliold  to  view 
the  Piece  of  Ground  in  queftion  -,  and  after  hearing 
their  Report,  he  granted  us  half  of  it  •,  caufing  ic 
to  be  exprefly  mentioned  in  his  Declaration,  (a  Co- 
py of  which  was  inferted  in  the  Regifters  of  the 
Palace)  that  he  gave  this  Spot,  in  order  for  us  to 
build  a  magnificent  Church  upon  it,  in  Honour  of 
the  Lord  of  Heaven.  The  Edifice  has' been  carry- 
ing on  ever  fince,  and  is  now  almoft  finilhed.  The 
Entrance  to  it  is  a  large  Court,  furrounded  with 
Galleries  ;  the  Plan  and  Defcription  whereof  will 
be  fent  into  Europe,  the  Moment  we  hear  that  the 
Paintings,  which  Signior  Gberardiw,  a  famous  lia- 
lian  Artift  was  carrying  on  when  I  was  in  Peking^ 
arc  finilhed  and  opened. 

This  great  Monarch  indulged  us  likewife  fuch 
other  Rivours,  as  are  invaluable  to  Foreigners  in 
our  Station  of  Life.  Whenever  we  came  to  the 
Palace,  he  always  received  us  very  gracioufly ;  and 
if  he  could  not  fee  us  on  thofe  Occafions,  he  never 
failed  to  fend  fome  obliging  Compliment.  *Ti5 
the  Cuflom  in  China^  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Year, 
for  the  Emperor  to  fend,  to  the  principal  Lords  of 
his  Court,  two  Tables ;  one  covered  with  Viands, 
and  the  other  with  Fruits  and  Sweet-meats.  He 
was  pleafed  to  do  us  the  like  Honour  •,  and  invited 
us  to  come  to  his  fine  Palace  at  Cbatt'Cbun'yuen,  to 
fce  the  fire  Works. 
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At   this  Time  there   happened    two   Accidents 
which   afflidled   us  exceedingly,    but  Heaven  was 
pleafed  to  dilFipate  our  Fears.     Firft,   we  had  like 
to  have  lofl  the  illuftrious  Sofa^y  uncle  to  the  Jaft 
Emprefs,    and  great  Uncle  to  the  Heir-apparent, 
one  of  the  chief  Minillers  of  the  Empire  ;  a  Prince 
revered  by  all  the  Chineze  for    the  high  Efteem 
which  the  Emperor  had  for  him  ;  and  worthy  of 
being  honoured  by  all  pious  Chrijlians,  on  Account 
of  the  Protedlion  he  had  always  indulged  our  Reli- 
gion.    He  fickened  in  his  Houfe  at  Chan-chun-yuen. 
The  third  Day  of  his  Illnefs  he  lent  for  Father  Vif- 
delou  and  myielf ;    Father  Gerhillon  being  then  in 
Tartary.     We  were  very  much  grieved  to  fee  the 
Prince  in  fo  dangerous  a  Condition  ;  but  were  vaft- 
Jy  more  fo  on  the  Morrow,    when  we  found  him 
tortured  in  every  part  of  his  Body  with  the  Ex- 
tremes of  Pain,  and  ready  to  expire.     He  held  out 
his  Hand  to  us  in  the  moft  alTedUonate  Manner  ; 
but  was  not  able  to  fpeak,  thro'  the  V^iolence  of  his 
Anguifh.     The  Emperor  hearing  how  extremely 
ill  he  was,   vifited  him  the  third  Day,   on  which 
Occafion  he  offered  him  all  his  Medicines.     We 
did   not  fee  Prince  Sofan  then,   nor  the  following 
Days;    he  having  been  carried  into  the  innermoft 
Apartments  in  his  Houfe,   where  the  Women  re- 
fide.     It  grieved  us  very  much  to  think  that  this 
Nobleman,  after  the  great  Obligations  we  had  to 
him,  fliould  d  ".  unbaptized  ;  as  he  was  the  Protedlor 
of  our  holy  Religion,  and  had  frequently  declared, 
that  he  worfhipped  none  but  the  Lord  of  Heaven. 
We  ufed  to  go  (one  or  other  of  us)  daily,   to  en- 
quire after  his  Health ;    and  we  inftruited  one  of 
his  Domeflicks,  a  Chrifiian^  in  what  he  Ihould  fay 
to  his  Mafter,  in  our  Name,  upon  the  Article  of 
Religion ;  but  this  Servant  anfwered,    fome  Days 
after,  that  he  had  no  flirther  Opportunity  of  fpeak- 
ing  to  his  Mailer  in  private  ;  nor  the  lead  Accefs 
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to  him,  the  Women  never  leaving  him  a  Mvoment. 
Thefe  Difficulties  increafed  our  Sorrow  ;  but  Heaven 
had  Mercy  on  us,  and  was  pleafed  to  permit  the 
Prince  to  recover.  Some  Time  after  he  came  ro 
our  Church,  in  order  to  return  Thanks  to  Gotl  tor 
having  reftored  him  to  his  Health.  'Twas  on  a 
Sunday  Morning,  at  a  Time  when  all  th^i  Chriftians 
were  aflembled,  and  at  Prayers,  in  the  Ciuijch. 
He  came  in,  fell  on  his  Knees,  and  proflraccd  him- 
felf  feveral  Times ;  after  which  he  vifited  ui>  m  our 
Apartments,  and  thanked  us  for  the  Concern  we 
had  (hewn  for  him,  during  his  Illncfs. 

We  alfo  had  like  to  have  loft  Father  Gerbillon^ 
whofe  Labours  were  of  great  Importance  to  our  ri- 
fing  Millions.  The  Emperor  had  fent  him,  with- 
Father  ^homas^  into  Tartary^  to  draw  an  accurate 
Map  of  that  Country.  Being  fl<illed  in  the  Tarta- 
rian Language,  and  able  to  converle  vvith  riie  Na- 
tives, it  was  natural  to  fuppofe  that  he  wjuld  learn 
a  great  many  Particulars  from  them,  conceriiino* 
thofe  Provinces  which  are  not  dependant  on  China, 
He  fickned  near  the  Head  of  the  River  Kerlon^  a- 
bove  three  hundred  Leagues  fi'om  Peking.  His 
Diftemper,  which  was  attended  with  a  Lofs  of  Ap- 
petite, and  a  perpetual  Vomitinjj,,  foon  brought 
him  fo  very  low,  that  he  imagined  liis  End  was  ap- 
proaching i  and  accordingly  he  prepared  himlelf 
for  it,  atter  lending  us  his  lad  Thoughts  in  a  Let- 
ter. As  Selenga^  one  of  the  Settlements  belono-Jncr 
to  the  Mujcoi'fes  that  way,  was  but  thirty  Leagues 
from  the  Place  where  he  then  lay,  liis  Friends  had 
fome  Thoughts  of  conveying  him  thither  ;  but  the 
F'ather  was  averfe  to  this  Journey,  and  the  Chineze 
Mandarins  who  accompanied  him,  diverted  him 
from  if,  they  entertaining  fome  little  Sufpicion  of 
the  MufcGvites^  and  being  afraid  that  the  Emperor 
would  take  it  amifs.  The  Fath'T  therefore,  tho* 
in  fo  weak  a  Condition,  was  forced  to  fet  out  for 
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Peking  i  and  not  having  Strength  to  fit  on  Horfc- 
back,  was  laid  on  a  Cart,  wherein  the  Baggage  was 
carried,  which  put  him  to  great  Torture,  during 
three  hundred  Leagues,  he  being  obhged  to  pafs 
thro'  dreadful  Solitudes ;  thro'  Roads  that  often 
were  exceedingly  rugged  and  ftony  ;  over  Hills  and 
D  clivities  of  Mountains,  on  which  Occafions  he 
was  jolted  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  frequently  was 
in  danger  of  his  Life ;  not  to  mention  that  the 
Cart  was  overtuned  feveral  Times  in  the  Journey. 
The  Father  would  certainly  have  died,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  Care  of  a  Nobleman,  now  firft  Calao  * 
of  China^  who  was  then  fent  into  Tartary^  to  re- 
concile the  feveral  Divifions  of  the  Kalkas  f  of  that 
Country,  who  are  Subjeds  of  the  Chineze  Em- 
peror. 

We  received  him  with  the  higheft  Demonflra- 
tions  of  Joy,  and  he  recovered  by  infenfible  De- 
grees in  Peking  \  but  going  a  Month  after,  for 
the  firft  Time  fince  his  lllnefs,  to  vifit  the  Fathers 
of  our  other  two  Houfes,  who  had  often  come  to 
fee  him  during  his  lllnefs,  he  had  like  to  have  been 
fnatched  fuddenly  from  us,  by  a  ftill  more  grievous 
Accident.  As  he  was  getting  on  Horfcback  before 
the  Door,  having  one  Foot  in  the  Stirrop,  and  the 
other  a  loft,  he  was  inftantly  feized  with  an  Apo- 
plectic Fit  •,  when  being  catched  by  his  Servants, 

*  The  chief  Order  of  Mandarins  is  that  of  the  Calaos,  or 
Minifters  of  State,  the  firft  Prefidents  of  the  fupreme  Courts, 
and  other  principal  Officers  or"  the  Army.  This  it,  the  highed 
Rank  to  which  the  Literati  can  be  raified  ;  except  that  the  Mo- 
narch, in  Confideration  of  important  Services  done  for  the  pub- 
lic Welfare,  (hould  pleale  to  bellow  upon  them  more  honoura- 
ble 1  ides,  as  thoie  rquivalent  to  Dukes,  Earls,  i^c. 

\  Thefe  are  called  Kalka  Tartars,  inhabiting  to  the  North 
and  North- well:  of  Peking,  and  are  governed  by  feveral  Tartar 
Princes,  Their  Name  is  borrowed  from  the  River  Kalka  ;  and 
their  Country  extends  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  twenty-two  Degrees  ; 
but  from  Nprth  to  South  only  five  and  a  half. 
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they  conveyed  him  to  the  firft  Court.     Father  Fif- 
delou  and  I,  running  out  at  the  Noife,  found   him 
infenfible  and  motionlefs.     His  Head  was  rccHned 
on   his  Stomach,    and    he  rattled  in  his  Throat, 
which   wc   looked    upon    as   a  Symptom    of    his 
Death.      Heaven  only    knows    the    Greatriefs  of 
our  Affliftion,  when  we  faw  him  in  this  lamentable 
Condition.     Whilft  the  Servants  were  conveying 
him  to  his  Bedchamber,    Father  Vifdelou  got  the 
holy  Oils,  and  I  mylelf  the  Medicines,  whofe  Ef- 
ficacy we  had  fo  frequently  experienced.     I  then  o- 
bliged  him,  but  with  great  Difficulty,  to  take  two 
Dofes,  during  which  Father  Vifdelou  prepared  to  give 
him  Extreme  Undtion.     He  recovered  a  little,  ami 
knew  us  •,  but  fainted  away  again,  a  Moment  after. 
We  again  had  recourfe  to  Prayer ;  at  laft,  the  Me- 
dicine he  took  operated  fo  happily,  that  he   found 
himfelf  well  an  Hour  or  two  after  he  had  taken  it ; 
however,  he   afterwards   was  not  able  to  take  a 
Wink  of  Sleep  for  a  long  Time,  which  gave  us 
frefti    Uneafmefs.     At    laft    a    Chineze  Phyfician 
brouMit  him  to  his  natural  Sleep  j   and  Heaven  has 
preferved  him  in  perfedt  Health  ever  fmce  among 
us,  for  the  good  of  Religion,  to  which  he  has  done, 
and  fti-  continues  to  do,  very  great  Service. 

There  were  at  this  Time  but  three  French  Fa- 
thers in  Chim^  and  thefe  refided  at  Court  -,  but  God 
was  pleafed  to  lend  us  Afljftance,  at  the  return  of 
Father  Bouvet^  he  having  brought  from  France  fe- 
veral  excellent  Miflionaries,  on  Board  the  Amphi- 
trite,  this  being  the  firft  French  Ship  that  ever  came 
to  China.  The  Emperor,  at  that  Time  hunting  in 
*Tartar}\  was  greatly  plealed  to  h'^ar  of  this  Father's 
Arrival.  He  lent  three  Officers  of  his  Houfhold 
to  Canton,  to  receive  and  condud:  him  to  Peking, 
To  conclude,  Father  Bouvet  did  ail  that  lay  in  his 
Power,  in  Canton^  to  promote  the  Intereft,  Csff.   of 
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our  Eaft-India  Company  *,  and  we  did  the  fame  at 
Peking:  But  in  China,  where  Foreigners  are  always 
beheld  with  a  fulpicioiis  Eye,  it  is  difficult  for  them 
to  gratify  all  their  Wifhes,  the  chief  of  which  is,  to 
tcacii  Chrift  there,  agreeably  to  the  Duty  of  our 
Vocation.  I  fliall  take  Notice  of  thefe  Matters  in 
a  future  Letter,  this  being  already  too  long,  and 
am  with  the  utmoft  Veneration,  ^c, 

John  de  Fontaney* 
N.  B.  fbe  Vllth  Vol  of  the  Original  ends  here. 

A  journey  undertaken  by  the  'Emperor  of  China 
into  Eaftern  Tartary,  Anno  1682. 

TH  E  Emperor  of  China  took  a  Journey  f  in- 
to Eaftern  'Tartary,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
prcfent  Year,    after   fupprefllng  by  the  Death  of 

three 

*  Mcft  Protrflmts  will  think,  that  this  might  be  the  chief 
Motive  of  the  great  Pains  which  the  Jefuits  took  in  thefe  Mif- 
fions,  and  of  the  many  Hazards  they  ran :  In  fliort,  that  In- 
tereft  was  the  fecret  Spring  which  gave  Motion  to  all  their  Ac- 
tions, and  Religion  rnly  a  Cloke  to  cover  their  real  Defigns. 
This  I'hoiight  is  finely  expreflied  in  the  following  Verfes,  al- 
cribed  to  the  Author  oi  Hudibras. 

No  Jefuit  e'er  took  in  Hand, 

^0  plant  a  Church  in  barren  Land  : 

Nor  ever  thought  it  icorth  the 'ujhile,  --l 

A  Swede  or  Rufs  to  reconcile: 

For  'where  there  is  no  jiore  of  Wealth, 

"Souls  are  not  ivorih  the  Charge  of  Health, 

Spain  in  America  had  tivo  Defgrn, 

fTo  fell  their  Gojpd  for  their  Mines. 

For  had  the  Mexicans  been  Poor^ 

No  Spaniard,   t'lvice,  had  landed  c^n  their  Shore : 


had  (wanted. 


"* r^was  Gold  the  Catholic  Religion  platited, 
Whichf  had  they  <z'janied  Goldy  they  fiill  hi 

\  Father  Gfr^///j«'s  two  Journies  into  T'^r/^r);,  in  1668,  and 
1692,  inferted  in  Bu  Haldci  China,  being  thought  S'Qry  curious. 
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three  rebellious  Kings ;  an  Infurreflion  which  had 
broke  out  in  fome  of  the  Provinces  of  his  Empire. 
One  of  thefe  rebclHous  Princes  wasftrangled  in  the 
Province  which  he  had  fcized.  The  fecond  being 
carried  to  Peking^  with  the  Ringleaders,  was  tore 
to  Pieces  in  Prel'ence  of  the  whole  Court ;  the  moll 
confiderable  Mandarins  lending  a  Hand  to  the  flid 
Execution,  to  revenge  on  the  Body  of  this  Rebel, 
their  injured  Relations,  whom  he  had  put  to  a  cruel 
Death. 

The  third,  who  was  the  moft  confiderable,  and, 
as  it  were  the  Chief  of  the  whole  Rebellion,  had 
prevented,  by  laying  violent  Hands  on  himfdf,  the 
Punifhment  he  had  deferved  •,  and  thereby  put  an 
End  to  a  War  which  had  lafted  feven  Years.  Peace 
being  thus  reftored  to  the  Empire,  and  all  the  Pro- 
vinces enjoying  their  ancient  Liberties,  the  Empe- 
ror, fet  out  March  23,  for  the  Province  of  Leao- 
tmgy  the  Country  of  his  Anceflors,  in  order  to  vi- 
fit  their  Sepulchres*,  and  after  paying  them  the 
accuftomed  Honours,  he  defigned  to  proceed  to 
Eafiern  ^artary.  This  Journey  was  about  eleven 
hundred  Miles  from  Peking^  to  the  intended 
Place. 

The  Emperor  took  with  him  his  eldeft  Son,  who 
was  but  ten  Years  old,  and  proclaimed  Heir-appa- 
rent to  the  Imperial  Crown.  The  three  chief 
Queens  alfo  undertook  this  Journey,  each  of  them 
riding  in  a  golden  Chariot.     The  Emperor  was 

as  relating  to  Countries  of  which  we  have  little  Knowledge  ;  and 
I  happening  to  meet  when  in  Paris y  with  the  two  following 
Relation?,  which,  with  a  Voyage  into  California^  form  a  little 
Book;  I  judged,  upon  the  Pcrufal  of  them,  tha:  they  woLld 
be  a  confiderable  Embellifliment  to  tie  preient  Work  ;  they 
feeming  to  be  drawn  up  with  great  Simplicity,  Beautv  and 
Spirit.  Thefe  Journies  were  writ  originally  in  Latin  by  Father 
Vcrbirft,  who  attended  the  Emperor  on  this  Occafion.  They 
are  dedicated  to  Lc-wis  XIV.  and  wt;re  printed  ^l  Paris  by 
Etiemt  Michallet,  RueSt.Ja^ues,  1685,   izmo. 
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Jikcwife  accompanied  by  the  principal  Kings  of  tliis 
Empire,  by  all  the  Grandees  of  his  Court,  and  the 
moft  confiderable  Mandarins  of  the  various  Orders. 
As  thefe  had,  feveraily,  a  very  great  Number  of 
Domefticks,  the  Emperor's  Retinue  confifted  of  a- 
bove  feventy  thoufand  Perfons. 

This  Monarch  was  alfo  defirous  that  T  fliould  at- 
tend him  in  the  Journey  *,  and  required  mc  to  be 
always  near  his  Perlbn,  in  Order  that  I  might  make 
in  his  Prefence,  the  Obfervations  neceflliry  for  find- 
ing the  Afpeft  of  the  Heavens,  the  Elevation  of 
the  Pole,  the  Bearings  of  the  feveral  Countries; 
and  to  meafure  with  Mathematical  Inftruments, 
the  Height  .of  Mountains,  and  the  Diftance  of 
Places.  He  alfo  was  very  defirous  I  (hould  acquaint 
him  with  the  Nature  of  Meteors,  and  feveral  other 
Particulars,  both  Phyfical  and  Mathematical.  For 
this  reafon  he  commanded  an  Ofiicer  to  take  Care, 
that  the  Inftruments  I  might  want  fhould  be  car- 
ried on  Horfeback  •,  and  recommended  me  to  the 
Prince  his  Uncle,  who  alfo  is  his  Father-in-law,  and 
the  fecond  Perfon  in  the  Government  -,  he  being 
called  by  a  Name  fignifying  an  Aflfociate  in  the 
Empire.  He  defired  him  to  take  Care,  that  I  was 
provided  with  the  feveral  Things  necefifary  for  the 
Journey  ;  all  which  the  Prince  complied  with  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  was  moft  agreeable  to  me  ;  he 
obliging  me  to  lodge  always  in  his  Tent,  and  to  eat 
at  his  Table. 

The  Emperor  commanded  ten  Horfes  to  be  given 
me  out  of  his  own  Siables,  in  order  that  I  might 
change  with  eale  •,  and  Ibme  of  thofe  he  had  rode 
upon  himfelf,  which  is  a  very  great  Favour,  and  a 
Mark  of  high  Diltin6lion.  In  this  Journey  we  al- 
ways travelled  North  Eaft. 

From   Peking  to  the   Province  of  Leaotung^   the 

Way,  which  is  pretty  fmoorh  and  even,  is  about 

three  hundred  Miles  long :  In  the  Province  of  Leoa- 
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tufi^,  the  Journey  is  of  four  hundred  Miles,  but 
the  Way  is  far  lefs  even,  on  Account  of  the  Moun- 
tains we  travel  over :  From  the  Frontiers  of  that 
Province,  to  the  City  of  Ula,  where  is  the  River 
called  Songoro  by  the  Tartars^  and  Sum-hoa  by  the 
Chineze,  the  Way  which  js  four  hundred  Miles  in 
Length,  is  very  rough -,  it  confiding  fometimes  of 
Mountains  which  are  exceedingly  fteep,  of  Vallies 
of  a  furprifing  Depth,  or  of  Dcfart  Plains,  in  which 
we  ibmetimes  travel  two  or  three  Days  without  find- 
ing any  Thing.  The  Mountains  of  this  Country 
are  covered  Eaftward  with  lofty  Oaks,  and  ancient 
Forcfts,  the  Timber  whereof  has  not  been  cut  for 
many  Centuries. 

The  whole  Country  beyond  the  Province  of  Leao- 
tung  is  vaftly  Defart,  we  feeing  nothing  round  but 
Mountains,  Vallies,  Dens  of  Tygers,  Bears,  and 
other  wild  Beads.  We  fcarce  meet  with  a  fingle 
Houfc,  and  only  poor  thatch'd  Huts  on  the  Banks 
of  Rivers.  All  the  Cities  and  Towns  which  I  faw 
in  Leaotungy  (and  thefe  are  pretty  numerous)  are  en- 
tirely ruined  •,  we  perceiving  nothing  except  old 
Skeletons  of  Houfes,  with  Heaps  of  Stones  and 
Bricks.  Within  thefe  Cities  are  fome  Houfes  late- 
ly built,  but  with  no  Order  or  Regularity.  Some 
are  made  of  Clay,  others  of  the  Materials  of  the 
old  Houfes ;  but  moft  of  them  are  covered  with 
Straw,  and  very  few  are  built  of  Brick.  There 
now  are  not  the  lead  Traces  remaining  of  the  great 
Number  of  Towns  and  Villages  which  were  ftand- 
ing  before  the  War :  For  the  petty  'Tartar  King 
who  began  it,  having  but  a  fmall  Body  of  Troops 
at  firft,  forced  the  Inhabitants  of  thofe  Places  to 
take  up  Arms,  and  afterwards  deftroyed  their  Ha- 
bitations, to  deprive  the  Soldiers  of  all  Hopes  of 
ever  returning  again  to  their  native  Country. 

The  Capital    of  Leaotung^  called   Cbinyan,  is  a 
good  handfome  City,    and  no  ways  ruinous  j    and 
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there  even  is  the  Remains  of  an  ancient  Palace  in  it- 
According  to  the  bed  Oblcrvations  I   was  able  to 
make,  *tis  in  41  Degrees,  56  Minutes  North  Lati- 
tude 5  that  i*;,  two  Degrees  above  Peking,  though 
both  the  Etircpear.i  and  Cbineze  have  fixed  it  but  at 
41  Degrees.  I'hcre  is  no  Variation  of  the  Needle  in 
this  City,  as  I  fi;und  by  fcveral  Obfervations.     The 
Ciry  of  ilia,  which  was  almofl  the  utmoft  Limits  of 
our  Journey,    is  in  44  Degiccs,  20  Minutes.     The 
Needle  there,  declines,  from  South  to   Weft,  one 
Degree  forty  Minutes.     But  to  proceed  in  the  Re- 
lation of  our  Journey.     From  Peking  to  this  Extre- 
mity of  the  Eall,  a  new  Road  was  made,  in  order 
that  the  Emperor  might  go  conveniently  on  Horfe- 
back,    and    the  Qiieens  in    thtir  Chariots.     This 
Road  is  about  ten  Foot  wide,  and  as  ftrait  and  even 
as  it  could  pofiibly  be  made.     'Tis  above  a  thoufand 
Miles  in  Length.     On  each  fide  of  the  Road  a  kind 
ofCaufeway  wa.s  raifed  a   Foot  high,  always  equal 
anri  of  the  fame  Brc^adth  ;  and  thefe  two  Caufeways 
were  exactly  parallel  one  to  the  other.     This  Road 
was  as  clean,  cfpecially  in  fair  Weather,  as  the  Barn- 
floor  in  which  'rarefhers  beat  the  Corn  j  and  indeed 
there  v/cre  Pcrfuns  on  the  Road  whofe  only  Bufinefs 
was  to  keep  it  clean.     The  Chriftians  do  not  take  fo 
much  Pains   in  cleaning   the  Streets,  ^c,  through 
which  the  Blefled  Sacrament  is  to   go  in  Proceflion, 
as  thefe  Pleathens  employ  in  making  clea«  the  Roads 
through  which  their  Kings  and  Queens  pafs,  when- 
ever they  come  out  of  their  Palaces. 

A  like  Road  was  made  for  the  Emperor's  Re- 
turn. The  Chhicxe  levelled,  as  far  as  they  were 
able.  Mountains  -,  they  raifed  Bridges  over  Floods, 
and,  to  adorn  them,  they  hung  on  each  fide  a  Sort 
of  Marts,  on  which  v  u"lous  Animals  were  painted  ; 
and  thofe  had  the  fune  r^lTcft  as  the  Carpets,  which 
arc  hung  out  at  Proceflions. 

The  Ernpei-or  fddom  travelled  this  Road,  he  (\\- 
ver:ing    himfdf   commonly    with    hunting;    and 
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whenever  he  came  up  with  the  Queens,  he  only 
f ode  by  the  fide  of  it,  left  the  great  Number  of 
Horfemen  in  his  Retinue,  fhould  fpoil  his  Sport. 
The  Monarch  generally  marched  at  the  Head  of 
this  fort  of  Army.  Immediately  after  caine  the 
Queens,  in  their  Chariots,  with  their  Retinue  -,  ob- 
ferving  always  to  leave  an  Interval  between  him  ami 
them.  Then  followed  the  Kings,  tiie  great  Men 
of  the  Court,  and  the  Mandarins,,  according  to  their 
Rank.  A  numberlefs  multitude  of  Servants,  and  0- 
ther  Perfons  onHorfeback,compofed  the  Rear- Guard. 

As  there  is  not  any  City  in  the  w  hole  Road,  able 
to  lodge  fuch  a  vaft  Number  of  People,  nor  to  tur- 
nilh  them  with  Provifions  •,  not  to  mention  that  a 
great  Part  of  this  Journey  was  through  Places  which 
were  ahnoft  uninhabited  ;  the  Purveyors  were  oblig- 
ed to  provide  themfelves  with  all  Things  neccHary 
for  the  Journey,  and  even  with  Proxifions  for  above 
three  Months. 

For  this  Reafon  the  Chineze  {^t  out  before, 
through  Ways  which  were  made  parallel  to  the 
Road  ftruck  out  for  the  Emperor,  a  multitude  of 
Chariots,  Camels,  Horfes  and  Mules,  to  carry  the 
Baggage.  Befides  thefe,  a  great  Number  of  led 
Horles  followed,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Emperor,  the 
Kings,  and  moft  of  the  Courtiers,  in  order  for 
them  to  change  whenever  they  might  tliink  proper. 
I  omit  the  Herds  of  Oxen,  the  Flocks  of  Sheep, 
and  other  Cattle,  which  they  were  obliged  to  bring. 
Although  this  vaft  multitude  of  Men,  Hoi  ics,  and 
Cattle  went  through  a  Road  which  lay  at  a  confide- 
rable  Diftance  from  that  of  the  Emperor,  cliey  ne- 
verthelefs  raifed  fo  amazing  a  Quantity  of  Duft, 
that  we  were  in  a  continual  Cloud  ;  and  could  fcarce 
diftinguilli,  at  the  Diftance  of  15  or  20  ^Paces,  the 
Perfons  who  were  riding  before  us. 

The  March  was  fo  orderly  and  well  regulated, 
tliat  this  Army  ufed  to  encamp  every  Evening  on  the 
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Bank  of  fome  River  or  Flood.  For  this  Reafbn  the 
Tents  and  Baggage  neceffary  for  that  Purpofe,  fet 
out  every  Morning ;  when  the  Major-Generals  (if  I 
may  fo  call  them)  coming,  marked  out  the  various 
Places,  beft  fuited  for  pitching  the  feveral  Tents  of 
the  Emperor,  of  the  Queens,  the  Kings,  the  great 
Men  of  the  Court,  and  the  Mandarins,  according  to 
the  Dignity  of  each,  and  the  Rank  they  hold  in  the 
Chineze  Militia  or  Forces,  which  are  divided  into 
eight  Orders  or  Standards. 

We  travelled,  in  three  Months,  about  a  thoufand 
Miles,  advancing  towards  the  North  Eaft,  and  as 
much  at  our  Return.  At  laft  we  arrived  at  Kam- 
hay,  2i  Fort  fituated  between  the  Southern  Sea,  and 
the  Mountains  of  the  North.  Here  begins  the  fa- 
mous Wall  which  feparatcs  the  Province  oi  Leaotung 
from  that  of  Pecheli  *,  whence  it  extends  to  a  valt 
Length,  Northward,  above  the  higheft  Mountains. 
Being  entered  this  Province,  the  Emperor,  the 
Kings,  and  Grandees  of  the  Court,  quitted  the 
high  Road  abovementiohed,  and  ftruck  into  that 
of  the  Northern  Mountains,  which  extends  conti- 
nually towards  the  North  Eaft.  Some  Days  were 
ipent  there  in  Hunting,  which  was  performed  after 
the  following  manner. 

The  Emperor  made  choice  of  three  thoufand  of 
his  Life-Guards,  who  were  armed  with  Darts  and  Ja- 
velins. Thefe  he  difperfed  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  they 
quite  furrounded  a  very  large  Extent  of  Ground 
on  the  Mountains.  I'he  Life-Guards  thus  pofted, 
formed  a  kind  of  Circle,  the  Diameter  of  which  was 
three  thoufand  Paces,  atleaft.  Marching  afterwards 
nearer  to  one  another  with  an  equal  Pace  ;  taking 
Care  not  to  quit  tiicir  Ranks,  what  Obftacles  fo- 
evcr  they  might  meet  with,  (the  Emperor  having 
mixed  among  them  Captains,  and  even  feveral  great 
Men  of  the  Court,  to  keep  them  in  Order)  the  Cir- 
cle in  queftion  was  thereby  reduced  to  a  much  fmal- 
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ler  One,   the  Diameter  thereof  not  being  above 
three  hundred  Paces.    Thus  the  feveral  Beafts  which 
had  been"  comprized  in  the  firft  Circle,  were   ta- 
ken by  this  fecond,  as  in  a  Net  •,  for  now  the  Life- 
Guards  alighting  from  their  Horfes,  kept  fo  very 
clofe  one  to  another,   that  not  the  fmalleft  Outlet 
was  left  for  any  wild  Bead  to  efcape.     They  then 
hunted   them  fo  very  clofe   within  thefe   narrow 
Bounds,  that  the  poor  Creatures  being  quite  fpent, 
came  and  fell  down  at  the  Feet  of  the  Hunters,  and 
thus  were  taken  with  all  imaginable  Eafe.     I  myfelf 
faw  two  or  three  hundred  Hares  taken  in  this  man- 
ner, in  lefs  than  a  Day ;    befides  a  vaft  Number  of 
Wolves  and  Foxes.     I  often  was  prefent  at  the  like 
Sport,  in  that  Part  of  ^artary  beyond  the  Province 
of  Leaotung,  where  I  remember  to  have  feen,  among 
other  Animals,  above  a  thoufand  Stags  taken  in  this 
fort  of  Nets.  '  Thefe  Beafts,    finding  no  Ways  to 
efcape,    came  and  furrendercd  themfelves  to   the 
Hunters.     They  likewife  killed  Bears,  Wild-Boars, 
and  above  threefcoreTygers ;  but  thefe  are  taken  after 
another  maniier,anddifFerentWeapons  areemployed. 
The  Emperor  obliged  me  to  fhare  in  thefe  vari- 
ous Chaces ;  and  defired  his  Father- in-Law,    in  a 
moft  obliging  manner,  to  take  the  utmoft  Care  of 
me  j  and  not  let  me  be  expofed  to  the  leaft  Danger, 
in  the  hunting  of  Tygers  and  other  wild  Beafts.  On 
thefe  Occafions  I  was  the  only  Mandarin  who  had  no 
Arms,  and  was  always  pretty   near  the   Emperor. 
Though  I  had   inured  myfelf  very   much  to   Fa- 
tigues, fince  our  being  out  upon  this  Journey,  I  yet 
was  fo  exceedingly  tired  every  Evening,   when  I 
returned  to  my  Tent,  that  I  was  fcarce  able  to  fup- 
port  myfelf;  and  therefore  would  often  have  gladly 
been  excufed  following  the  Emperor,  if  my  Friends 
had  not  advifed  the  contrary  ;  not  to  mention  that 
I  myfelf  was  afraid  the  Monarch  would  have   been 
difpleafed,  had  he  perceived  any  Thing  of  this  kind. 
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After  having  travelled  about  four  hundred  Miles, 
(hunting  continually  in  this  manner)  we  at  laft  ar-^ 
rived  at  Chinyany  Capital  oF  the  Province ;  and  flaid 
there  four  Days.  Hither  the  Inhabitants  of  Corea, 
came  and  prefented  to  the  Emperor  a  Sea-Calf  which 
they  had  taken.  The  Emperor  had  it  fhewn  to  me  ; 
and  afked  whether  any  mention  was  made  of  this 
pifh  in  our  European  Books.  I  told  him  there  was 
a  Book  in  our  Library  at  Peking^  wherein  its  Na- 
ture was  explained,  and  that  a  Draught  of  it  was 
alfo  given.  Being  very  defirous  of  feeing  it>  he  in^ 
iVantly  difpatched  to  our  Fathers  in  Peking^  a  Cou^ 
rier,  v/ho  brought  it  in  a  few  Days.  The  Empe- 
ror was  delighted  to  find  the  feveral  Particulars 
related  concerning  this  Fifli,  agreed  with  what  he 
faw.  He  afterwards  ordered  it  to  be  carried  to  Pe- 
king,  to  be  there  preferved  with  great  Care. 

During  our  Slay  in  this  City,  the  Emperor,  with 
the  Queens,  went  and  vifited  the  Sepulchres  of  his 
Anceftors,  which  are  not  very  far  from  it ;  he  thence 
fent  them  to  Chinyan,  in  order  that  he  himfelf 
might  proceed  in  his  Journey  towards  Eafiern  Tartary. 

After  travelling  and  hunting  feveral  Days,  he 
arrived  at  Kiriu,  four  hundred  Miles  from.  Chinyan, 
This  City  (lands  on  the  great  River  SongorOy  whofc 
Kead  is  in  the  Mountain  called  Champa,  four  hunr 
dred  Miles  from  hence,  Southward.  This  Moun- 
tain, fo  famous  in  the  Eaft,  for  having  been  the 
antient  Refidence  of  our  Tartars,  is  perpetually  co- 
vered with  Snow,  whence  its  Name  was  borrowed  ; 
Champa  fignifying    he  White  Mountain, 

The  Emperor,  the  Moment  he  perceived  it,  a- 
lighted  from  his  Horic,  fell  upon  his  Knees  on  die 
Shore,  and  bowed  thrice  towards  the  Earth,  in  or- 
der to  fakite  i^  He  afterwards  was  carried  on  a 
Throne  fliining  with  Gold,  and  thus  made  his  En- 
try into  the  City.  All  the  Inhabitants  came  out  in 
Crouds  to  fee  him  -,  difcovering  by  their  Tears,  the 
Joy  ihcy  felt  at  this  Prefeace.     The  Monarch  was 
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highly  pleafed  with  thefe  Teftimonies  of  their  Af- 
feSion  ;  and  as  r^  Proof  of  his  Regard,  was  pleafed 
to  fhew  himfeJf  to  all  the  Spedlators  -,  flricftly  for- 
bidding his  Guards  to  prevent  the  People  from  ap  • 
proaching  him,  as  is  the  Cui\.om  in  Peking. 

In  this  City,  Barks  are  made  after  a  peculiar 
manner  Tl)e  Inhabitants  always  keep  a  great 
Nunibei  of  thJe  ready  to  repulfe  the  Mufccviies^ 
who  f:  quenrly.  come  upon  this  River,  and  there 
contend  ior  the  PearMifhery.  The  Emperor  re- 
pofed  hinifc  It  here  two  Days  •,  after  which  he  went 
down  the  River  with  iome  Noblemen,  attended  by 
above  an  hundred  Boats,  as  far  as  the  City  of  Ula^ 
the  fined  in  ull  this  Country,  and  formerly  the  Seat 
of  the  Tartarian  Empire. 

A  little  below  this  City,  which  is  above  Thirty- 
two  Miles  from  Kirin^  the  River  is  full  of  a  cer- 
tain Fifh  very  much  refembling  our  European  Plaice ; 
and  'twas  chiefly  for  taking  the  Divcrfion  of  Fifh- 
ing,  that  hf  Emperor  went  to  Ula  ;  but  the  Rains 
falling  o'  .  ridden,  fwelled  the  Rivers  to  fuch  a  De- 
gree that  all  the  Nets  were  broke  and  carried  away 
by  the  Floods.  Neverthelefs  the  Emperor  ftaid  five 
or  fix  Days  in  Ula ;  but  as  the  Rains  continued,  ht; 
was  obliged  to  return  to  Kirin^  without  taking  the 
Diverfion  of  Fifhing.  As  we  were  returning  back 
upon  the  River,  the  Bark  on  Board  which  I  was, 
with  the  Emperor's  Father- in-Law,  was  fo  greatly 
Ihattered  by  the  Violence  of  the  Waves,  that  we 
were  obliged  to  go  a-fliore,  and  get  into  a  Cart 
drawn  by  an  Ox,  by  which  means  we  did  not  ar- 
rive in  Kirin  till  very  late,  the  Rain  uot  once  cea- 
fing  all  the  way. 

In  the  Evening,  as  this  Accident  was  told  tlie 
Emperor,  he  fmiled  and  fiid.  The  FifJj  havi  mnik 
Fools  of  us.  In  fine,  after  (laying  two  Days  in  AVr/;/, 
the  Rains  became  far  lei's  violent,  and  we.  fct 
O'Jt  back  for  Leaotung,  Words  couki  never  cxpreis 
the  Fatigues  we  underwent  during  this  whole  Jour- 
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ney ;  the  Roads  being  made  fo  very  bad  by  the 
Waters,  that  they  were  fcarce  paffable.     We  now 
were  travelling  perpetually  over  Mountains  or  thro* 
Vallies;  and  'twas  with  the  utmoft  Danger  we  crol^ 
fed  the  Rivers,  (^c.  which  were  vaftly  fwelled  by 
the  Floods  that  ran  into  them  on  every  fide.     The 
Bridges  were  now  either  carried  away  by   the  rapi- 
dity of  the  Streams,  or  quite  laid  under  Water.  In 
many  Places  vaft   Pools  of  Water  were  gathered, 
and  thefe  were  filled  with  fo  thick  a  Mud,  that  it 
was  fcarce  pofTible  for  the  Travellers  to  get  clear  of 
it.     The  Camels,  the  Horfes,   and  other  BeaftS  of 
Burthen  carrying  the  Baggage,  could  not  advance ; 
and  thus  either  ftuck  in  the  Mud,or  died  in  the  Road, 
through  mere  Fatigue.  The  Men  fuffered  as  much  ; 
in  fhort,  both  the  Men  and  the  Cattle   were  .vaftly 
weakned,   for  want  of  Refrefliments  neceflary  for 
fo  long  a  Journey.     A^  great  Number  of  thofe 
Perfons   who    rode,    were    either  forced  to  drag 
their  tired  Horfes  after  them  5    or  to  ftop  in  the 
middle  of  the  Fields,  to  give  them  an  Opportu- 
nity of  taking  a  little  Breath,     Though  the  Quar- 
ter-Mafter:;  and  Harbingers  fpared  neither  the   La- 
bourers nor  the  Timber,   which  was  cut  down  on 
all  Sides,  to  fill    the  feveral  Holes  with  Fafcines ; 
neverthelefs,  after  that  the  Horfes  and  Carts,  which 
always  fet  out  firft  very  early  in  the  Morning,  were 
pafled,   'twas  impoffible  to  travel  after  them  •,  info- 
much  that  the  Emperor  himlelf,  with  his  Son,  and 
all  the  great  Lords  of  the  Court,  were  more   than 
once  obliged  to  crofs,  on  Foot,    the  Marfhes  and 
Quagmires,  for  fear  of  expofing  themfelves  to  ftiil 
greater  Dar  gers,  (hould  they  attempt  to  go  through 
them  on  Horfeback. 

Wh never  they  came  to  a  Bridge,  or  this  kind  of 
Defile,  the  whole  Army  ufed  to  halt;  when  the 
Moment  the  Emperor,  with  Ibme  of  the  moft  di- 
ftinguiflied  Perfons  were  got  over,  the  reft  of  the 
multitude  croudcd  after  j  on  which  Occafions  as  all 
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were  for  getting  over  firft,  many  fell  into  the  Wa- 
ter. Others,  ftriking  into  round-about-Ways  ftill 
more  dangerous,  fell  into  Bogs  and  Quagmires, 
and  could  not  get  out  of  them.  In  a  Word,  the 
Fatigues  were  fo  violent  in  all  thefe  Roads  of  Eaf- 
tern  Tartary^  that  the  old  Officers,  who  had  attend- 
ed the  Court  above  thirty  Years,  declared  they  had 
never  fuffered  fo  much  before  in  any  Journey. 

'Twas  on  thefe  Occafions  that  the  Emperor  was 
pleafed  to  favour  me,  more  than  once,  with  pecu- 
liar Marks  of  Kindnels. 

The  firft  Day  that  we  fet  out  upon  our  Return, 
we  were  ftopt,  in  the  Evening,  by  fo  wide  and  ra- 
pid a  Flood,  that  it  was  impolfible  for  us  to  ford  it. 
The  Emperor  meeting,  by  chance,  with  a  little 
Boat,  which  could  not  hold  above  four  Perfons  at 
moll,  croifed  over  in  it,  with  his  Son,  firft;    and 
fome  of  the  chief  Kings  afterwards.     During  this, 
all  the  other  Princes,  Lords  and  Mandarins^  with 
the  reft  of  the  Army,  were  waiting  impatiently  oa 
the  Bank,  for  the  return  of  the  Boat ;  in  order  to 
get   as  foon  as  poflibie  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Flood,  as  Night  was  drawing  on,  and  the  Tents 
were  gone  over  a  long  Time  before.     But  the  Em- 
peror returning  in  a  Boat  exadly  like  the  firft,  afked 
aloud  where  I  was  •,    when  being  prefented   to  him 
by  his  Father- in-Law  :  Bid  him  come  in  (added  the 
Emperor)  he  (hall  crofs  with  us.     Thus  we  were 
the  only  Perfons  that  went  over  with  the  Emperor, 
the  reft  being  obliged  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  the 
Night  in  the  open  Air,  on  the  Shore  *'.  Almoft  the 
fame  Thing  happened  the  next  Day.     The  Em- 
peror came  about  Noon  to  the  Banks  of  a  Torrent, 
no  lefs  fwelled  and  rapid  than  the  former.     He  then 
gave  Orders  that  the  Boats  ftiould  be  employed, 
till  Evening,  in  carrying  over  the  Tents,  the  Bales, 
and  the  reft  of  the  Baggage ;  and  afterwards  would 

*  How  careful  this  Jefuit  is  not  to  omit  any   of  the  Honours 
paid  him ;  if  they  realJy  were  paid  him. 
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force  me  to  crofs,  with  only  himfelf  and  a  few  of  his 
Attendants  -,  he  having  left  ail  the  great  Lords  on 
the  other  fide,  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  pafs 
the  Night  there.  Nay,  the  Emperor's  Father-in- 
Law  afking  whether  he  might  not  go  over  with  me, 
as  I  lodged  in  his  Tent  and  eat  at  his  Table,  the 
Prince  bid  him  ftay  5  faying,  he  himfelf  would  or- 
der rne  all  Neceffaries. 

Being  croffed,  the  Emperor  fat  down  by  the 
Water-fide,  and  made  me  fit  by  him,  with  the  two 
Sons  of  two  petty  Weftern  Kings,  and  the  chief 
Calao  of  Tarlary^  whom  he  diftinguilhed  on  all  Oc- 
cafions. 

As  the  Night  was  beautiful,  and  the  Sky  very 
fcrene,  he  ordered  me  to  tell  him  the  Names  both* 
in  Chineze  and  European^  of  the  fevcral  Conftella- 
tions  which  were  then  vifible;  he  himfelf  firft  na- 
ming thofe  he  knew.  Afterwards,  opening  a  fmali 
celeftial  Map  which  I  had  prefented  him  with  a  few 
Years  before,  he  began  to  fee  what  a  Clock  it  was, 
by  the  Southing  of  the  Stars ;  he  taking  a  Delight 
to  ihew  the  Perlbns  about  him,  that  he  was  well 
/killed  in  thefe  Sciences.  Thefe  feveral  Marks  of 
Favour,  and  others  of  the  like  Sort,  which  he 
was  pleafed  to  indulge  me  frequently  enough,  fo 
far  as  to  lend  me  Vidluals  from  his  own  Table  5 
all  thefe  Favours,  I  fay,  were  fo  extraordinary,  and 
done  in  fb  public  a  manner,  that  the  Emperor's  two 
Uncles,  who  bore  the  Title  of  Aflbciates,  or  Shar- 
ers in  the  Empire,  ufed  to  fliy,  at  their  return  to 
Peking^  thaf  whenever  the  Empt-Tor  was  difpleafed, 
or  melancholy,  he  refumed  his  iifual  Chearfulnefs 
the  Inftant  he  iaw  me. 

I  arrived  in  Peking^  June  9,  very  late,  in  perfe61: 
Health;  though  many  were  left  fick  upon  the 
Road,  or  returned  maimed 


*  Does  TiOt  this  favour  a  liule  f  0   ^.\xQh.  of  Vanity  ? 
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I  Ihall  not  take  Notice  of  the  Things  in  this 
Journey,  which  we  did  in  Favour  of  Religion; 
thefe  Particulars  will  be  referved  for  a  Relation  a- 
part  -,  whereby  it  will  appear,  that,  by  the  Goodneft 
of  Heaven,  the  Protedlion  which  we  are  indulged 
in  the  Court  of  Cbim^  muft  be  of  no  fmall  Advan- 
tage to  the  Church,  i^c. 

I  Ihall  here  annex  the  Tartarmn  Names,  and  the 
Diftances  of  each  Place,  through  which  we  travel- 
led in  Rafter n  Tartary^  from  the  Capital  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Leaotung^  to  Kir^  ^  .ording  to  the  Order 
of  the  Days  employed  in  thi  'rogrefs.  J\  Topo- 
graphical Map  may  be  drawn  from  them  •,  ^.lU  this 
may  be  introduced  into  the  Map  of  the  Province  of 
Leaotimg^  infcrted  in  Father  Martinih  Atlas,  by  on- 
ly changing  the  Latitudes,  agreeably  to  what  wc 
have  laid  down.  I  fhall  add  another  Circumftance, 
which  was  told  me  by  the  Inhabitants  of  Ula^  viz, 
that  Nincrita^  a  City  of  confiderable  Fame  in  this 
Part  of  the  World,  is  diftant  from  Ula^  feven  hun- 
dred Chhieze  Stadia^  each  of  which  confifts  of  thr^e 
hundred  and  fixty  Geometrical  Paces:  And  that 
embarking  at  Nincrita,  on  the  great  River  Heluffiy 
in  which  the  Songor.,  and  fome  other  Hill  more 
confiderable  Rivers  empty  themfelves;  following 
continually  the  Current,  and  proceeding  North-Eaft:, 
or  a  little  more  to  the  North  j  we  arrive  in  forty 
Days,  at  the  Eaftern  Sea,  which  I  take  to  be  the 
Straits  of  Anian.  This  1  was  told  by  the  General 
of  the  Troops  or  Militia,  who  refides  in  Kirin^  and 
has  gone  the  Journey  himfelf. 
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Biftance  of  the  feveral  Places   through  which  we 
pqjjed  in  Eaftern  Tartary. 


Cbineze  Stadia, 
Thefirft  Day  wefet  out  from  Cbinyan,  Qx'-\ 
pital   of  Leaotung^   arrived  at  Seao-Lyfto,  [•  ^$ 
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Chineze  Stadia, 
The  fecond  Day  we  arrived  at  Chacay  Angha  85 
The  third  at  another  Torrent  or  Flood  of 


the  fame  Name 


\ 


The  foirth  at  Kiag-huchen  — 

The  fifth  at  Fyteri  

The  fixth  at  the  F^>':a  of  Saipery 
The  feventh  at  the  Torrent  of  Ciam 
The  eighth  at  Cooroo  —  ~ 

The  ninth  at  the  Town  of  Sapa 
The  tenth  at  ^arajmypyra  — 

The  eleventh  at  Elten-emc-amhayaga 

The  twelfth  at  Tpatan  

The  thirteenth  at  Suayennypyra 
The  fourteenth  at  Tlmen  — 

The  fifteenth  at  Suten 


The  fixteenth  at  the  City  of  Kirin        — 


70 

50 
80 

60 

60 

50 
40 
40 
70 

58 
60 

70 

70 

70 


Stadia  or  Furlongs  1028 

Thus  it  appears,  that  this  Road  was  1028  Chi- 
neze  Stadia  in  Length,  or  369  Miles,  of  1000 
geometrical  Paces  each.  I  before  obferved  that  a 
Chineze  Stadia^  confifts  of  360  Geometrical  Paces. 

A  JOURNEY  undertaken  by  the  Emperor  of 
China  h2to  Weflern  Tartary,  Anno  1683, 

TH  E  Emperor  of  China,  who  is  in  his  Thir- 
tieth Year,  is  juft  now  returned  from  a  Jour- 
ney into  IVeJlern  'Tartary,  with  the  Queen  his 
Grandmother,  who  is  flyled  the  Queen-mother. 
He  fet  out  the  fixth  of  July,  attended  by  above 
fixty  thoufand  Men,  and  an  hundred  thou- 
fand  Horfes.  He  would  oblige  me  to  follow  him, 
with  one  of  the  two  Fathers  refiding  in  his  Court 
at  Peking,  the  choice  of  which  he  left  to  me  ;   and 

I  took 
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I  took  Father  Grimaldi,  he  being  beft  known,  and 
pcrfedly  well  (killed  in  the  Mathematics. 

Various  Reafons  induced  the  Emperor  to  under- 
take this  Journey.  Firft,  That  his  Militia  or  For- 
ces might  be  kept  perpetually  exercifed  both  in 
Peace  and  War ;  for  which  Reafon,  after  having 
fettled  a  lafting  Peace  in  the  feveral  Parts  of  his 
wide-extended  Empire,  he  recalled  out  of  every 
Province,  the  beft  of  his  Troops  hither ;  and  form- 
ed a  Refolution,  in  his  Council,  to  undertake  annu- 
ally three  Expeditions  of  this  kind,  in  various  Sea- 
fons  of  the  Year  5  in  order  to  inftruft  his  Soldiers, 
by  purfuing  Stags,  Wild-Boars,  Bears,  and  Tygers, 
how  to  overcome  the  Enemies  of  the  Empire ;  at 
leaft,to  prevent  the  Luxury  which  prevails  in  Cbimy 
and  too  a  long  Inadivity,  from  enervating  their 
Courage,  and  leffening  their  former  Valour. 

And  indeed  this  fort  of  Hunting  looks  like  a 
military  Expedition,  rather  than  a  Party  of  Plea- 
fure ;  the  Emperor,  as  was  before  obferved,  being 
attended  by  an  hundred  thoufand  Horfes,  and  above 
threefcore  thoufand  Men,  all  armed  with  Arrows  and 
Scimeters ;  divided  into  Companies,  and  marching  in 
Battle  Array  after  their  Enfigns ;  Trumpets  found- 
ing and  Drums  beating  all  the  way.  In  their 
Chafes,  they  ufed  to  furround  Mountains  and  whole 
Forefts,  as  though  they  had  been  fo  many  Cities  to 
be  befieged  •,  hunting  after  the  fame  manner  as  the 
Eaftern  Tartars^  whom  I  mentioned  in  my  laft  Let- 
ter. This  Army  was  formed  of  its  Van-guard, 
Rear-guard,  Main-body,  and  Right  and  Left 
Wings,  which  were  commanded  by  fo  many  petty 
Kings,  ^c.  During  its  March,  which  continued 
about  feventy  Days,  the  Chineze  were  obliged  to 
carry  the  Ammunitions  and  Prbvifions  on  Cart?, 
Camels,  Horfes,  and  Mules,  in  Roads  that  were 
fcarce  pafiable :  For  in  all  Weflern  Tartary^  (I  call  it 
Weftern,  not  with  regard  to  Cbina^  which  lies  Weft 
I  to 
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30  it,  but  with  rcfped  to  Eaftern  Tartary)  we  meet 
with  nothing  but  Mountains,  Rocks  and  Vallies ; 
there  being  neither  Cities,  Towns,  nor  Villages. 
The  Natives  live  always  in  Tents,  which  are 
pitched  up  and  down  the  Fields.  Moft  of  them 
are  Shepherds,  and  they  remove  their  Tents,  from 
Valley  to  Valley,  for  the  Convenience  of  Paflure. 
In  thefe  Places  their  Oxen,  Horfes,  and  Camels 
graze  \  but  they  never  feed  any  of  thofe  Creatures 
which  are  kept,  in  other  Countries,  in  the 
Villages,  as  Hogs  and  Geefe;  but  fuch  only  as 
can  fubfift  upon  Grafs,  ^c.  which  the  Earth 
brings  forth  fpontaneoufly.  They  pafs  their  whole 
Lives  either  in  Hunting  or  Idlenefs ;  and  as  they 
don't  fow,  or  cultivate,  in  any  manner,  their  Lands, 
they  reap  no  Harveft.  Their  Food  is  Milk,  Chcefe, 
and  Flelh  i  and  their  Liquor  is  a  fort  of  Wine, 
which  anfwers  pretty  much  to  our  Brandy :  This 
they  are  fond  of  to  Excefs,  and  often  intoxicate 
themfelves  with  it.  In  a  Word,  their  whole  Stu- 
dy, from  Morning  to  Evening,  is  (like  the  Beads 
they  feed)  what  they  fliall  eat  and  drink. 

There  neverthelels  are  Priefts  among  them,  called 
Lamas^  whom  they  have  in  the  higheft  Veneration  ; 
and  in  this  they  differ  from  the  Eaftern  Tartars^ 
moft  of  whom  have  do  Religion,  and  do  not  be- 
lieve in  a  God.  They  are  all  Slaves,  and  wholly 
fubjedl  to  the  Will  of  their  Mafters,  whofe  Reli- 
gion and  Manner  they  blindly  follow  ;  in  which  al- 
fo  they  refemble  their  Cattle,  who  go  whither  they 
are  led,  and  not  to  thofe  Places,  where  it  would  b« 
for  their  Intercft  to  go. 

This  Part  of  Tartary  lies  above  a  thoufand  Chi^ 
neze  Stadia  on  the  other  fide  of  the  prodigious  Chi- 
neze  Wall,  /.  e,  above  three  hundred  Miles  -,  and 
winds  from  the  North-Eaft  towards  the  North.  The 
Emperoi'  rode  on  Horfeback,  at  the  Head  of  his 
Army,  thro'  delart  Piiices,  over  ftcep  Mountains,  a 

con* 
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confiderabic  way  out  of  the  high  Road  ;  he  being 
cxpofed  all  Day  long  to  the  fcorchlng  Sun-Beams,  to 
the  Rain,  and  to  other  Inclemencies  of  the  Weather, 
Many  Pcrfons  who  fcrved  in  the  laft  Campaigns, 
afllired  me  that  they  did  not  undergo  fo  many 
Fatigues,  on  thofe  Occafions,  as  during  this  Chace; 
fo  that  the  Emperor,  whofe  chief  Defign  by  this 
Progrefs  was  to  keep  his  Troops  in  Exercife,  fucceed- 
cd  in  that  RefpecSl  to  the  utmoft  of  his  Wiflies. 

The  fecond  Motive  of  his  undertaking  this 
Journey,  was  to  check  the  Wejlern  Tartars  ;  and  to 
prevent  their  forming  any  pernicious  Defigns  againft 
the  Empire. 

This  was  the  Reafon  of  his  coming  into  their 
Country  with  fo  great  an  Army,  and  fuch  vaft  mi- 
litary Preparations  •,  he  having  commanded  feveral 
Pieces  of  Cannon  to  be  brought,  in  order  for  them 
to  be  difchargcd,  from  time  to*  time,  in  theVallies; 
purpofely  that  the  Noife  and  Fire  iffuing  from  the 
Mouths  of  the  Dragons,  with  which  they  are  a- 
dorncd,  might  fpread  Terror  around. 

Befides  the  above  mentioned,  he  likewife  would 
be  attended  with  the  feveral  htjignia  of  Royalty, 
which  furround  him  in  the  Court  of  Pekin^  \ 
with  that  multitude  of  Drums,  Trumpets,  Kettle- 
drums, and  other  mufical  Inftrumenrs,.  which  play 
in  Concert  when  he  is  at  Dinner  ;  and  always  found 
at  his  coming  in  or  going  out  of  the  Palace.  He 
carried  all  thefe  Things  along  with  him,  to  furprize, 
by  this  external  Pomp,  thefe  barbarous  Nations,  and 
infpire  them  with  the  Awe  and  Refped  due  tq  im- 
perial Majefty. 

There  are  no  Enemies  more  formidable  to  the 
Emperors  of  Chiua^  than  thefe  Weftern  Tartars^ 
whole  Country  lying  contiguous  to  China^  encircles 
it  with  an  almofl  numberlefs  Multitude  of  Na-, 
tions  i  and  befieges  it,  as  it  were,  on  the  North  and 
Weil  Sides.     'Twas  nierdy  to  prefer ve  China  frpm 
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their  Incurfions,  that  an  ancient  Chineze  Emperor 
built  the  great  Wall  which  fcparates  China  from 
their  Territories.  I  have  pa(l  it  four  Times,  and 
examined  it  very  attentively  ;  and  can  affirm  with- 
out exaggerating,  that  the  (even  Wonders  of  the 
World  put  together,  arc  not  to  be  compared  with 
this  Work ;  fo  that  what  Fame  reports  of  it  in 
Europe^  is  greatly  inferior  to  the  Work  itfclf. 

There  are  two  Things  which  more  immediately 
raife  my  Admiration  of  it.  The  firft  is,  that  in  this 
long  Extent  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  'tis  carried,  in  fe- 
veral  Places,  not  only  through  Plains  of  a  prodi- 
gious  Extent,  but  likcwife  over  very  high  Moun- 
tains, on  which  it  rifcs  by  infcnfible  Degrees ;  be- 
ing fortified,  at  Intervals,  by  high  Towers,  at 
twice  the  Diftance  of  a  Crofs-bow  fhot  one  from 
the  other.  I  had  the  Curiofity,  at  our  Return,  to 
meafure  the  higheft  of  one  of  them  with  an  Inftru- 
ment,  and  found  it,  in  this  Place,  1037  geometri- 
cal Foot  above  the  Horizon :  Whence  we  cannot 
conceive  how  it  was  pofTible  to  raife  this  ftupendous 
Bulwark  to  the  Height  we  fee  it,  in  dry,  mountainous 
Places,  whither  the  Workmen  were  forced  to  bring, 
at  a  great  Diftance,  and  with  incredible  Labour, 
Water,  Brick,  Mortar  j  and  the  feveral  Materials 
neceffary  for  raifing  fo  mighty  a  Work. 

The  fecond  Circumftance  which  furprized  me, 
was  to  fee  that  this  Wall  does  not  run  in  a  Line, 
but  bends  in  feveral  Places,  according  to  the  Situa- 
tion of  the  Mountains  -,  fo  that,  inftead  of  one 
Wall,  we  may  affirm  that  there  are  three,  which 
furround  this  Part  of  China. 

After  all,  the  Monarch  who,  in  our  Days,  uni- 
ted the  Chineze  and  Tartars  under  the  fame  Go- 
vernment, has  provided  ftiil  more  for  the  Security 
of  the  Chineze  Empire,  than  even  the  Emperor  of 
China  who  built  this  larg-e  Wall  :  For  the  Monarch 
m  queftion,  after  flibduing  the  JVcJlcrn  Tartars,  ei- 
ther 
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thcr  by  Artifice  or  by  Force  of  Arms,  obliged 
them  to  retire  and  inhabit  an  hundred  Leagues 
on  the  other  Side  of  the  great  Wall  of  China, 
There  he  has  given  them  Lands  and  Failure 
Grounds ;  and  in  the  mean  Time  gave  their  Coun- 
try to  other  Tartars^  his  Subjcfls,  who  now  inhabit 
it.  Nevcrthelcls,  thefe  Weficrn  'Tartars  are  fo  pow- 
crful,  that  if  they  would  but  agree  among  them- 
felves,  they  might  feize  upon  ail  China  and  Eajiern 
^artaryy  as  the  Eaftern  Tartars  themfdves  confefs. 

I  obferved  that  the  Tartarian  Monarch  who  con- 
quered China^  employed  Artifice  in  order  to  fubdue 
the  ^eftern  Tartars  :  One  of  his  firft  Cares  being  to 
win  over  the  Lamas  to  his  Intereft,  by  a  LibL»ality 
truly  royal  -,  and  by  giving  them  fpecious  Demon- 
ftrations  of  a  fingulai*  Affedlion.  As  thefc  Lcmas 
have  a  great  Afcendant  Over  all  their  Countrymen, 
they  eafily  prevailed  with  them  to  fubmit  to  the 
Government  of  (6  mighty  a  Prince ;  and  'tis  irt 
Confideration  of  thefe  Services,  that  the  reigning 
Emperor  ftill  beholds  thefe  Lamas  with  a  favourable 
Eye ;  gives  them  Marks  of  his  Munificence ;  and 
employs  them  to  keep  the  Tartars  in  Siibjedion  to 
him }  tho*  in  Reality,  he  has  a  high  Contempt  for 
their  Perfons  -,  and  confiders  them  as  a  rultic  Sort  of 
People,  uninformed  with  fo  much  as  a  finglc  Spark 
of  Learning,  or  of  the  polite  Arts.  But  *tis  certain 
that  this  Prince  proves  himfelf  an  able  Polit'^^ian,  in 
thus  difguifing  his  real  Sentiments,  by  thcil  out- 
ward Marks  of  Favour  and  Efteem  *. 

He  has  divided  this  vaft  Extent  of  Country  in* 
to  forty-eight  Provinces,  all  which  ar ;  fubje<^t  to, 
and  tributai-y  to  him.  For  this  Reafon  the  Empe- 
rol*,  who  now  reigns  over  Chin-i  and  both  the  Tar- 
tariesy  may  julily  be  called  the  inoft  powerful  Mo- 
narch of  all  AJia^  as  fo  great  a  Number  of  Ter- 
ritories are  fubjeft  to  him,  hone  of  which  arc  cue 
off  or  interfered  by  thole  of  Other  Princes  i  and 
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as  he  himfelf  is  as  the  Soul  which  gives  Motion 
to  all  the  Members  of  fo  large  a  Body. 

For  this  Monarch,  ever  fince  he  took  the  Reins 
of  Government  into  his  own  Hands,  has  never  in- 
trufled  the  Care  of  it  to  any  of  the  CalaoSy  or  great 
Men  of  his  Court.  He  even  has  never  permitted 
the  Eunuchs  of  tht  ;:'alace,  not  one  of  his  Pages, 
nor  any  of  the  young  Noblemen,  brought  up  under 
his  Eye,  to  have  the  Difpofal  of  the  leaft  Thing 
within  his  Palace,  or  to  manage  any  Affair  by  their 
own  Authority :  A  Circumftance  which  will  appear 
very  extraordinary,  efpecially  if  we  confider  the 
Condud  of  his  Predeceflbrs  on  thefe  Occafions. 

He  puniihes,  with  the  moft  exafl  Equity,  great 
Criminals  no  lefs  than  petty  ones.  He  removes  the 
former  from  their  Employments,  and  degrades 
them  of  their  Rank  j  he  always  making  the  Pu- 
nifhment  adequate  to  the  Guilt.  He  himfelf  takes 
Cognizance  of  all  Affairs  tranfaded  in  the  Council 
Royal,  and  the  reft  of  the  Tribunals ;  infomuch, 
that  the  Report  of  the  fever al  Sentences  pronounced 
by  them,  is  always  made,  by  his  Command,  to 
him.  In  a  Word,  he  himfelf  orders  and  difpofes 
of  all  Things  •,  and  fo  abfolute  is  the  Authority  he 
has  thus  acquired,  that  the  greatefl  Lords  of  his 
Court,  and  Perfons  of  the  highefl  Diflinftion  in 
his  Empire,  not  excepting  even  the  Princes  of  the 
Blood,  never  appear  in  his  Prefcnce  but  with  the 
moft  profound  Refpe6t. 

The  Lamas ^  or  Tartarian  Priefls  abovemention- 
cd,  are  not  only  revered  by  the  People,  but  alfb  by 
the  Lords  and  Princes  of  their  Country,  who,  from 
political  Reafons,  difcover  the  greateft  Friendfhip 
for  them ;  whence  we  are  afraid,  that  the  Chrijlian 
Religion  will  not  make  its  Way  fo  eafily  into 
IVeftern  Tartary.  The  Lamas  have  ftill  a  great 
Afcendant  over  the  Queen-mother,  who  was  born 
in   their    Councjy,    and   is  now  feventy  Years  of 
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Age.  Thefe  have  frequently  told  her,  that  there 
are  not  more  bitter  Enemies  to  the  Se6t  (he  pro- 
fefles,  than  we ;  and  therefore  it  is  a  Kind  of  Mi- 
racle, (at  Icaft  'tis  owing  to  the  particular  Favour 
of  Heaven)  that  the  Emperor^  who  has  the  higheft 
Regard  for  her,  fhould  yet  continue  to  indulge  us 
his  Protedion  in  fo  confpicuous  a  manner ;  he  al- 
ways fhewing  a  much  greater  Regard  for  us,  than 
for  the  Lamas. 

During  the  Journey,  as  the  Princes  and  chief  Of- 
ficers of  the  Army  ufed  often  to  go  and  pay  their 
Court  to  the  Queen,  and  we  were  advifed  to  wait 
upon  her  likewife;  we  were  willing  to  firft  con- 
fult  a  Perfon  belonging  to  the  Court,  who  has  a 
great  Affedlion  for  us,  and  who  endeavours  to  pro- 
mote and  forward  all  our  Affairs  with  the  Emperor : 
This  Nobleman  going  into  the  Monarch's  Tent> 
informed  him  of  all  that  was  paffing,  and  coming 
immediately  out  of  it  5  The  Emperor^  fays  he,  has 
given  us  to  underftand,  that  you  need  not  pay  your 
Court  to  the  ^een,  as  the  reft  do  ;  a  Circumftance 
which  proved  that  we  were  far  from  being  in  the 
good  Graces  of  that  Princefs. 

The  third  Motive  which  induced  the  Emperor  to 
undertake  this  Journey^  was  for  his  Health's  fake  j 
he  having  found,  by  repeated  Experience,  that 
when  he  continues  too  long  in  Peking,  without 
making  any  Excurfions,  he  feldom  fails  to  be  af- 
flicted with  various  Difeafes,  which  he  efcapes  when- 
ever he  goes  upon  thefe  long  Journies.  All  the 
Time  that  thefe  lad:,  he  has  not  the  leaft  Com- 
merce with  the  other  Sex  *,  and  a  ilill  more  furpri- 
zing  Circumftance  is,  not  a  Woman  is  feen  in  all 
this  great  Army,  thofe  excepted  who  attend  upon 
the  Queen-mother :  Befides,  'cwas  aimod  an  un- 
precedented Thing  for  her  to  accompany  the  Mo^ 
narch  •,  this  never  having  been  done  but  one:,  when 
he  took  the  three  Queens  with  him  to  the  Capital, 
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of  the  Province  of  Leaolung,  to  vifit  (he  Sepulchres 
of  their  Anceftors. 

The  Emperor  and  the  Queen-mother  dedgned 
alfo,  by  taking  this  Journey,  to  avoid  the  excefllve 
Heats  which  are  felt  at  Peking  during  the  Dog- 
days  ;  for,  in  this  Part  of  Tartary,  the  Wind  blows 
during  the  Months  of  7«/yand  Auguji^  fo  vaftly  cold, 
and  eipecially  in  the  Night,  that  People  are  forced 
to  wear  thick  Cloaths  and  Furs.  The  Reafon  of 
this  extraordinary  Cold,  may  very  poflibly  be  ow- 
ing to  the  great  Height  of  thefe  Countries,  which 
are  fiill  of  Mountains.  There  is  one,  among  the 
reft,  the  travelling  over  which  took  up  five  or  fix 
Days,  and  that  always  upon  an  Afcent.  The  Em- 
peror being  defirous  of  knowing  how  much  it  ex- 
ceeded,•  in  Height,  the  Plains  of  Peking^  lying  a- 
bout  three  hundred  Miles  from  thence  ;  we,  in  our 
Return,  after  meafuring  the  Height  of  above  an 
hundred  Mountains,  in  our  Journey,  found,  that 
the  Mountain  in  queftion,  was  three  thoufand  geo- 
metrical Paces  higher  than  the  Sea,  lying  neareft 
to  Peking, 

Salc-petre,  with  which  thefe  Countries  abounds, 
may  likewife  contribute  to  the  great  Severity  of  the 
Cold,  which  is  fo  very  intcnfe,  that  digging  three 
or  four  Foot  deep  into  the  Earth,  we  drew  from  it 
Cakes  or  Pieces  of  Salt-petre  quite  frozen,  and  great 
Heaps  of  Ice. 

Several  petty  Tartarian  Kings,  ibme  living  at 
three  hundred,  and  others  at  five  hundred  Miles 
Difbnce,  camt-  with  their  Children,  to  pay  their  Re« 
fpccls  to  tlic  Emperor.  Thefe  Princes,  moft  of 
them  /peaking  no  other  but  their  native  Language, 
which  diflers  vafily  from  that  of  the  Eajiern  Tar- 
tars^  gave  us,  by  their  Eyes  and  Geftures,  the  high- 
efl  Dvinontirations  of  AfFe6lion.  Some  of  thcfc 
hud  travelled  to  Peking^  purpofely  to  vifit  the  Court, 
and  had  feeji  our  Church. 
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A  Day  or  two  before  we  came  to  the  Moun- 
tain, where  our  Journey  was  to  end,  we  met  a 
petty  King,  far  advanced  in  Years,  who  was  juft 
come  from  waiting  upon  the  Emperor,  The 
Moment  he  perceived  i-",  he  himfelf  ftopt  and  his 
whole  Train,  when  \\c  afked,  by  an  Interpreter, 
who  among  us  was  called  Nohoaee,  One  of  our 
Servants  making  a  Sign  that  I  was  the  Man,  the 
Prince  came  up  to  me  in  the  mod  civil  manner, 
faying,  that  he  had  long  known  my  Name,  and 
was  defirous  of  being  acquainted  with  me.  He 
alfo  fhewed  Father  Grimaldi  the  like  Marks 
of  AfFedlion.  The  kind  Reception  we  met  with 
on  this  Occafion,  gives  us  fome  Room  to  hope, 
that  our  Religion  may  one  Day  be  favoured  by 
thefe  Princes  j  efpecially  if  the  Miffionaries  who 
endeavour  at  this,  fhould  be  (killed  in  the  Mathe- 
matics. If  the  Mifllonaries  in  queftion  Ihould 
afterwards  be  defirous  of  travelling  into  their  Coun- 
try, the  beft  Method  (which  I  have  not  Time  to 
fpecify  in  this  Place)  would  be,  to  firft  addrefs  the 
more  diftant  Tartars,  who  are  not  fubjedt  to  thi: 
Empire  ;  and  from  thefe  laft,  the  Mifllonaries  might 
advance  forward  towards  the  Tartars  in  queftion ; 
and  fo  draw  nearer,  in  an  infenfible  manner,  to  ; 
China. 

The  Emperor  gave  us  the  higheft  Marks  of  his 
Efteem,  during  the  whole  Journey  *,  he  beftowing 
upon  us,  before  all  the  Army,  fuch  Favours  as 
he  indulged  to  no  one  elfe. 

One  Day  that  he  met  us  in  a  deep  Valley,  where 
we  were  meafuring  the  Height  and  Diftance  of 
fome  Mountains ;  he  halted  with  his  whole  Court : 
And  calling  to  us  at  a  great  Diftance,  he  cried  in  the 
Chineze  Language,  Hao-mOy  that  is.  Are  ye  well? 
He  afterwards  alkcd  us  feveral  Queftions  in  the  T^ir- 
tarian  Language,  concerning  the  Height  of  thefe 
Mountains,    all    which   I    anfwcred   in    t\\Q.    fa:nc 
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Tongue.  Then  turning  about  to  Ibme  Lx)rds  who 
were  round  him,  he  fpoke  to  them  concerning  us  in 
the  mod  obHging  Terms,  as  I  was  told  that  very 
Evening,  by  the  Prince  his  Uncle  who  flood  by 
his  Side. 

The  Emperor  gave  ns  other  Marks  of  his  Affec- 
tion, he  frequently  ordering  Vidluals  to  be  carried 
from  his  own  Table  to  our  Tent  5  and  Ibmetimes 
obliging  us,  on  certain  Cccafjons,  to  dine  in  his : 
And  every  Time  this  Honour  was  done  us,  he 
was  fo  giacious  as  to  have  regard  for  our  Days  of 
Abftinence  and  Fading  -,  he  fcndiiig  us  fuch  Vic- 
tuals only  as  he  knew  we  would  eat. 

The  Emperor's  eldefl:  Son,  in  Imitation  of  his 
Father,  was  hkewife  very  kind  to  us ;  for  having 
been  obliged  to  flop  above  ten  Days,  on  Account  of 
a  Fail  he  had  from  his  Horfe,  whereby  he  got 
a  Bruife  in  his  Left  Shoulder;  and,  part  of  the 
Army,  in  which  we  travelled,  having  waited  for 
him,  whilft  the  Emperor  took  the  Diverfion  of 
Hunting  with  the  other  Part  of  it;  he  never  fail- 
ed, during  all  this  Time,  to  fend  us  daily,  and 
fometimes  twice  a  Day,  Viifluals  from  his  own  Ta- 
bl"  We  confidered  all  thefe  Favours,  indulged  us 
by  the  Royal  Family,  as  the  Effedts  of  a  peculiar 
]providencc,which  had^an  Eye  to  us  and  the  Chriftian 
Religion  ;  and  we  had  the  greater  Reafon  to  thank 
Heaven  for  it,  as  the  Emperor  is  not  always  con- 
(iant  in  his  Affedlion  with  regard  to  the  great  Men 
of  the  Empire,  and' to  the  Princes  of  the  Blood. 

As  to  the  other  Partiailars  of  our  Journey,  they 
are  exadly  the  lame  with  thofe  that  happened  laft 
Year,  in  our  Travels  to  EaJUrn  Tartary^  of  which 
I  gave  a  full  Account  in  my  laft  Letter  ;  I  mean, 
that  we  made  ufe  of  the  Emperor's  Horfes  and  Lit- 
ters ;  that  we  lodged  in  the  Tents,  and  eat  at  the 
Table  of  the  Pi  ince  his  Uncle,  to  whom  he  had 
recommended  us  in  a  particular  manner, 

S  During 
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During  above  fix  hundred  Miles  which  we  tra- 
velled backwards  and  forwards,  (we  not  returning 
the  fame  way)  the  Emperor  caufed  a  Road  to  be 
made,  thro*  Mountains  and  Vallies,  for  the  Con- 
veniency  of  the  Queen-Mother  who  rode  in  a 
Chaife.  He  Jikewile  caufed  a  great  Number  of 
Bridges  to  be  built  crofs  the  Floods ;  and  cut  away 
Rocks,  and  the  Summits  of  Mountains  ;  all  which 
cod  vaft  Sums  of  Money,  as  well  as  incredible 
Pains.  Father  Grimaldi  will  inform  you  of  the  o- 
ther  Particulars  in  his  Letter. 

With  Refped  to  the  Advantage  which  our  Reli- 
gion may  reap  from  this  Journey,  I  have  fpoke  of 
this  ellewhere  ;  I  Ihall  only  obfcrve  that  the  Empe- 
ror, whofe  Will  we  cannot  contradidl,  without  ex- 
pofing  this  Miffion  to  manifeft  Danger,  has  com- 
manded us  to  follow  him.  I  have  neverthelefs 
fpoke  twice  to  the  Courtier  who  is  our  particular 
Friend,  to  get  us,  if  pofTible,  excufed  from  under- 
taking fuch  tedious  Journies ;  and  particularly  myfelf, 
who  am  no  longer  of  an  Age  to  undergo  fuch  Fa- 
tigues. I  endeavoured  to  obtain  thus  far,  at  leaft, 
*viz,  that  the  Emperor  would  be  contented  with 
one  of  us.  The  Letters  from  our  Fathers  have  al- 
ways been  delivered  to  me  upon  the  Road  ;  and  I 
have  an  Opportunity  of  anfwering  them,  by  Means 
of  the  Couriers  who  were  continually  going  to,  and 
coming  from,  Peking. 

I  write  all  thefe  Particulars  in  a  great  hurry,  in 
OrH.er  that  I  may  be  able  to  give  you  an  Account 
of  the  manner  how  we  fpend  our  Time. 

Some  Lights  necejjary  to  prove  the  Truth  of  the  Gecj 
GRAPHY,  laid  down  in  the  two  Letters  above, 

The  Reader  will  pojftbly  be  furprized^  to  fee  the  Au- 
thor thefe  Letters  take  Notice  -,  in  his  firfl^  of  a  kind  of 
of  War  carrying  on  between  the  Eattern  Tartars  and 
Mufcovites,  as  thofe  Nations  feem,  in  our  Maps,    to 
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lie  at  fo  vafta  Diftance  one  from  the  other  :  But  thofe 
who  call  to  mind  how  conftderahly  the  Mufcovites  have 
extended  the  Limits  of  their  Empire^  along  the  Sea  of 
Tartar y,w/V/  think  this  lefs  difficult.  Beftdes^fuchas  have 
vijited  thefe  Countries ^have  made  Difcoveries  which  differ 
widely  from  what  Geographers  have  hitherto_  told  us 
concernirg  ihem.     Not  long  Jince  iWr.  d*Arcy,  Com- 
mandcr  of  one  of  the  King^s  Ships  in  Marfhal  d'Ef- 
trecs  Fleets  informed  us,  that  being  appointed  Gover- 
nor, (when  he  ferved  the  Poles)  of  a  Place  Jianding 
upon  the  Frontiers  of  Mufcovy  ;    certain  Mufcovite 
Embajjadsrs  having  paffed  this  way  in  their  Return  ; 
and  he  regaling  them  fo  very  handfomely,   that  they 
were  in  a  very  good  Humour,  one  of  them  fhewed  him 
a  Map  of  the  Country  between  Mufcovy  and  China  : 
jind  told  him,  that  from  the  three  Cities  which  he 
pointed  out,  whofe  Names  are  Loplla,  Abafmko,  and 
Nerginfko,   allfubjeSi  to  the  Czar  of  Mufcovv,  tho* 
fttuated  in  Great  Tartary,   ther^  was  a  Road    to 
Peking,  which  is  but  twenty -five  or  thirty  Days  Jour- 
ney from  thence.     This  Map  muft  be  kept  very  fecret 
in  Mufcovy  -,  the  Embaffador  being,  next  Bay,  exceed- 
ingly firry  that  he  had  given  *7  away,  he  declaring  that, 
fhould  this  Particular  be  known,    it  might  turn  out 
greatly  to  his  Prejudice,     The  Officer  in  quejUon,  who 
is  lately  returned  to  France,  prefented  a  Copy  of  it  to 
the  King,  and  another  to  Marquis  de  Signelay.     To 
cofifirm  what  is  here  afferted,  '  we  may  add  what  a 
Frenchman  wrote  not  two  Months  fince  from  Muf- 
covy, viz.  that  the  Mufcovites  were  aSiually  levying 
Troops,  in  order  to  make  War  upon  the  Chineze  *. 

*  As  the  Relation  above  was  writ  in  1683,  niany  of  the 
Particulars  which  were  then  doubtful,  have  been  fmce  cleared 
up,  which  the  Reader  may  have  obferved  in  feme  of  our  Jefuits 
Letters  from  China-y  and  particularly  in  the  laft  Letter  of  Father 
de  Fontaney,  fent  from  that  Country  in  1703.  Seven  Years  after 
thePul:,licaticn  of  the  C/;^/y/t'2;^  Emperor's  Lvvojournies  intoT<2r/^;;>', 
the  learned  Father  AvriU  a  Jefuit,  publiflitd  his  'I'ravels  into 
that  Country  ;  and  as  thefe  contain  fcveral  Particulars  relating 
io  our  Subjec'.i,  I  iljali  not  fcruple  to  extract  fyme  of  t!ie  molt 
criricus,    v/nich  ars  as  foilo'V,  ^^ 
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We  may  eafily  judge,  (fays  Father  A^rit)  by  the  Names  I 
have  given  of  the  different  Tartars^  who  inhabit  the  feveral 
{Countries  lying  between  the  River  Oby  and  China,  that  the  Muf^ 
covittSy  aflifted  by  the  CoJJacks,  did  not  find  it  difficult  to  open 
to  themfelves  a  Way,  from  Siberia  to  the  great  Empire  {China ;) 
for  as  they  met  with  no  People  to  oppofe  their  Conquefts ;  and 
as  thofe  Nations  whom  they  firft  fubdued,  either  by  Gentlcnefs 
or  by  Force  of  Arms,  had  fome  Relation  with  all  the  Hords 
fpread  up  anddown,  thefe  aflifted  them  in  making  all  their  Difco- 
Veries ;  fo  that  they  at  laft  advanced,  by  different  Ways,  to  the 
very  Confines  of  China,  where  they  even  have  erefted  Fortref- 
fes*  the  better  to  fecure  their  Conquefts. 

The  fartheft  advanced  of  all  thefe  Towns  is  Alhazin,  'Tis 
diftant  about  one  and  twenty  Days  Journey  from  Peking,  tho* 
upwards  of  thiee  Monthsjourney  from  Mojlonu  ;  'tis  fituated  near 
the  River  Yamour  ;  and  gave  Occafion  to  the  prefent  War  be- 
tween the  Chineze  and  Mufco'vites,  Both  thefe  Nations 
claimed  the  right  to  fi(b  the  Pearls,  abundance  of  which  are 
taken  in  this  River ;  or  to  hunt  the  Sables,  vaft  Numbers  of 
thefe  being  found  in  an  Ifland  formed  by  the  Tamour. 

As  the  great  Diftance  between  this  Frontier  Town  andM?/?ow, 
prevents  the  Mu/co'vites  from  fending  a  Body  of  Troops  fufficient 
to  carry  on  the  War,  which  the  Tartars  who  poflefs  C&:na  can 
eafily  engage  in,  by  reafon  of  their  Proximity  to  that  Country ; 
the  Czars  imagined  it  would  be  more  advifeable  to  treat  about  a 
Peace,  than  to  expofe  an  Army  to  all  the  Dangers  which  it 
inuft  neceflarily  run,  in  marching  to  the  Confines  of  that  Em- 
pire- The  Chineze  did  not  rejeil  the  Propofals  offered  them, 
but  fent  ah  Embaffador  a  confiderable  Way  beyond  the  great 
Wall ;  as  alfo  two  French  Jefuits,  to  ferve  as  Interpreters,  whom 
his  moft  Cbrijlian  Majefty  had  fent  into  China  about  fix  Years 
before ;  the  Chineze  having  firft  defired  the  Mufcovites  to  bring 
with  them  fome  Perfons  who  underftood  Latin,  The  Refult  of 
this  Negotiation  is  not  yet  well  known.—— 

Whether  there  may  be  a  War  or  otherwife,  *tis  certain  that  a 
way  from  Mu/co'vy  to  China,  is  neither  chimerical  nor  iaipradli- 
cable,  as  many  Perfons  imagine ;  and  that  it  would  be  of  all 
others  the  ftiorteft  and  moft  commodious,  if  one  might  fafely 
trull  the  Mu/co'vites,  who,  after  performing  this  Journey  feveral 
^imes,  are  at  laft  become  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  various 
Roads  which  lead  to  China,  that  they  take  any  of  them  indiffe- 
rently, as  may  btft  fuit  their  Purpofe. 

I  am  fenfible  this  was  not  done  all  at  once,  and  that  the  Muf' 
coxites  were  forced  to  make  feveral  Attempts  before  they  cou'd 
fettle  this  Jouwey  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  to  meet  with  propsr 
Conveniencies ;  but  as  they  have  feared  flo  Coft  or  Libour  in 
this  Difcovery,  from  which  they  txpeded  the  highelt  Advan- 
tages i  and  took  Care  to  fend,  from  'lime  to  Time,  Hunters  to 
'   '  3  view 
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view  the  Country,  in  Order  to  find  out  new  Ways  ;  they  at  laft 
removed  all  thefe  Difficulties  To  very  happily,  that  they  now  tra- 
vel  with  as  much  eafe  to  C/jina,  as  to  Archangel  or  Ajiracan. 

This  Refledlion,  which  People  did  not,  'perhaps,/  give 
themfelves  Leifure  to  make,  whilfl  they  imagined  that  the  Road 
from  Mo/coiv  to  Peking  was  valtly  difficult  and  hazardous,  may 
contribute  to  reconcile  the  various  Maps  of  thefe  Roads  which 
have  been  drawn  of  late  Years ;  and,  may  likewlfe,  account 
for  the  Difference  of  'L  ;ir>e,  which  Embafladors  fent  from  one 
Court  to  another,  have  employed ;  fome  going  in  four  or 
£ve  Months,  and  others  taking  up  near  eighteen,  as  that  Embaf- 
fador  in  particular,  mentioned  by  the  learned  Mr.  ^hevenct. 

And  indeed,  as  the  chief  view  of  the  Mufcovites,  in  fending 
thefe  EmbafTies,  was  always  to  make  Difcoveries  in  that  vaft  Ex- 
tent of  Country,  lying  between  their  Dominions  and  thofe  of 
the  Emperor  of  China ;  'tis  no  Wonder  that  thefe  Perfons  in 
queftion,  who  travelled  like  fo  many  Wanderers,  and  not  like 
EmbaiTadors,  fhould  be  defjrous  oi  geuing  ipeedily  to  their  Jour- 
ney^s  End,  rather  than  of  acquainting  themfelves  wich  the 
Countries  through  which  they  travelled,  and  the  Courfe  of  the 
Rivers  they  met  with  in  their  Way. 

We  may  prefume,  that  'twas  in  this  View  tie  Knex  TJjeodore 
yaconutts  Boiccw  travelled  from  Tobolsko  to  Peking ^  in  1653, 
when  fent  as  Embalfidor  from  Mufco'vy  to  the  Emperor  of  China : 
For  fmce  he  went  up  without  the  lealt  Neceifuy,  as  far  as  the 
Head  of  the  River  htis,  I  cannot  fee  why  he  Ihould  have  gone 
fo  far  ouc  of  the  Uraic  Read,  had  he  not  received  Orders  to  eila- 
bliih  Settlements  along  this  River,  rather  than  to  negotiate  with 
the  Chine^f^  for  whom  the  Mufcovites  had  little  Regard  at  that 
Time. 

However  this  bs,  fuch  Merchants  as  have  an  Eye  to  their  pri- 
vate Interell,  rather  than  thai  of  the  Czar*s,  now  perform  this 
Journey  witii  fo  much  yecu.iiy,  and  in  fo  ihort  a  Time,  that 
they  ufually  employ  but  four  Months  in  going  to  Peking  and  re- 
turning to  Mofconxi,  This  we  were  informed  three  Years  fincc, 
by  Perfons  who  were  juft  arrived.  They  had  fet  out  from  Pe* 
itingy  after  hearing  Mafsin  the  Jei'uiisHoufe,  on  theFeftivalof  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul\  and  returned  about  All-Saints  Day  that  Year 
to  Mo/cow,  where  they  waited  till  the  Winter-Seafon  was  over, 
in  order  to  go  to  Tobolosko  and  join  the  Caravans,  which  fet  out 
regularly  every  Year  from  tiience,  and  perform  the  Journey  with 
them. 

After  thefe  feveral  Hints,  which  I  thought  it  neceffary  to  ex- 
patiate upon,  I  don't  doubt  but  People  will  change  the  falfc  No- 
tions they  have  hitherto  entertained,  with  Regard^©  the  Diftance 
between  Europe  and  China  ;  or  at  leaft,  be  perfuaded,  that  the 
(hortcft  and  lafell  Way  to  this  Empire,  is  that  which  the  Muf. 
tovites  now  take. 

But 
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But*  abilra^d  from  thefe  Advantages,  which  are  confidera* 
ble,  the  Convenicncy  of  Vehicles  very  much  leflens  the  Fatigues 
that  are  infeparable  from  fuch  Journies.  Travellers  common- 
ly fet  out  from  Mofcoiu  about  the  End  of  February ;  and  as  the 
Snows  are  then  harder,  on  Account  of  the  great  Number  of 
Sledges  pafling  continually  over  them,  than  in  the  Beginning 
of  Wintw*  Travellers  reach,  in  lefs  than  three  Weeks,  the  Ca- 
pital of  Siberia ;  though  difiant  from  it  above  three  hundred  and 
fifty  Frtnch  Leagues. 

They  wait  feme  Time  for  the  Thaw,  in  order  to  go  on  Board 
the  VefTels  which  fail  upon  the  Rivers  on  both  fides  the  Oby, 
If  they  arrive  later  than  ufual,  they  then  travel  on  by  Land,  tili 
they  come  to  a  Ilord  of  Oftiack  Tartars  who  are  fubjeft  to  the 
Mulcwitei, 

Here  they  change  their  Vehicle,  and  ufe  a  new  fort  of  Sledge, 
much  lighter  and  more  convenient  than  the  former,  which  they 
f.nd  back  to  Tobohsko  ;  for  whereas  thofe  employed  by  the  Muf- 
tevites  are  always  drawn  by  a  Horfe,  the  feeding  and  keeping 
of  which  is  trouble  fjme  J  Travellers  harnefs  to  the  latter  a 
kind  of  Stag,  which  very  probably  is  a  Rain«Dcer,  like  tothofe 
ufed  by  the  Samoyeds»  in  Winter ;  and  to  oblige  the  Beall  to 
mend  his  Pace,  oreafe  him,  they  harnefs  a  great  Dog,  who, 
by  thus  dividing  the  Fatrgue  of  drawing  the  Sledge  ;  or  elfe  by 
intimidating  him  by  his  barking,  caufes  him  to  fly  along  fo 
iwiftly,  that  Travellers  go  very  near  forty  Leagues  a  Day  in  this 
Manner. 

But  the  mod  furprizing  Circumftance  with  Refpetft  to  this 
Vehicle  is,  it  is  carried  along  by  the  Wind,  either  over  fiiowy 
Ground,  or  on  frozen  Rivers,  in  much  the  fame  Manner  as 
Ships  at  Sea.  For  as  the  Country  fituated  on  the  other  fide  of 
Siberia,  lies  pretty  open,  and  is  quite  even  as  far  as  Mount  Cau- 
(a,  ;  the  Natives  make  ufe  of  this  Advantage,  in  order  to  fpate 
their  Beads  ;  have  built  this  Vehicle  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  it. 
may  be  either  drawn  by  a  Rain-Deer  and  Dog,  or  carry  a  Sail 
whenever  the  Wind  is  favourable. 

This  Way  of  going  is  the  more  commodious,  as  Travellers 
always  proceed  on  their  Journey  Vi^ithout  Interruption  :  For  as 
Perfons  in  Boats,  always  have  Recourfe  to  the  Ours,  when  the 
Wind  is  down,  or  contrary;  but  lay  them  afidc  the  Moment  it 
is  fair;  in  like  Manner  they  let  the  Stag  and  Dog  draw,  fo  long, 
as  the  Calm  continues;  but  take  them  into  the  Sledge  whenever 
the  Wind  blows  ftrong  enough  to   move  the  Sledge  aiong. 

They  travel  in  this  Manner  whilll  the  Froll  continues,  to  a 
River  called  J*nifia,  where  the  Mufcovites  have  built  a  Town  of 
the  fame  Name,  for  the  Convenicncy  of  Travellers ;  and  tlieic 
they  take  Boat,  to  go  up  tvvo  great  River?,  Tungufco  and  An- 
ger a^  rifmg  from  the  Lake  Baikala^  which  is  iaid  to  be  5C0 
Werfls  long,  and  forty  broad.     'Tis  related  that  tlie  Waiters  of 
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this  r.ake  are  exceedingly  clear  ;  and  that  the  diflerent  Colours  of 
Pebbles,  which  lie  at  the  Bottonr),  may  be  plainly  perceived,  at 
any  Depth. 

'lis  furrounded  with  very  high  Mountains,  where  the  Snows 
continue  even  during  the  mofl:  violent  Heats  in  Summer,  which 
doubtlefs  is  the  Rcafon  why  Travellers  fometimes  employ  feven 
or  eight  Days  in  crofTmg  it,  tho*  ic  be  but  eight  Leagues  over  : 
For  this  Lake  being,  is  may  be  imagined,  the  general  Rendez- 
vous of  all  the  different  Winds  that  pals  thro'  the  dreadful  Rocks 
which  furround  it ;  we  may  fuppofe  that,  as  they  crofs  one  a- 
nother,  and  ftruggle  for  a  Vent,  they  confcquently  muft  give 
no  little  Exercife  to  all  fuch  VeiTcls  as  come  in  their  Way  ;  and 
that  the  Mariners  muH  be  very  skilful  or  fortunate,  not  to  be 
ilopt  fome  Time  by  them. 

After  leaving  this  Lake,  Travellers  may,  if  they  pleafe, 
go  upon  a  River  called  Seletiga^  about  50  Leagues  from  the 
Mouth  of  which  they  meet  with  a  Town  of  the  fame  Name, 
built  by  the  Mufco'viies  for  the  Conveniency  of  their  Caravans  : 
Or,  if  the  Travellers  chufe  rather  to  go  on  Shore,  immediately 
after  crofling,  without  going  up  higher,  they  arrive  among  the 
Mongulst  living  to  the  Southward  ;  and  purchafe  of  them  Mules 
and  Dromedaries,  in  order  to  proceed  in  their  Journey  to  the 
firft  Town  of  Chinat  which  they  reach  after  having  travelled  a 
Fortnight. 

This  is  the  Courfe  ufually  taken  by  fuch  Mufco'viies  as  trade 
with  the  Chineze  >  whence  it  appears  that  all  thcle  Countries, 
known  formerly  in  a  confufcd  Manner,  under  the  general  Name  of 
great  Tartary,  are  not  fo  folitary  and  barren  as  has  been  fuppofed 
hitherto  ;  and  that  'twould  have  been  ridiculous  not  to  make  u(e 
of  the  Ad  /antages  which  thefe  Countries  offer,  as  they  are  wa- 
tered with  a  great  many  noble  River?,  and  furniftied  with  ycxy 
valuable  Commcdities  found  daily  in  them. 

For  befides  the  Furs  of  all  Kinds  met  with  in  thefe  Countries, 
the  Salt  of  which  is  fo  very  confiderable,  that  the  Town  of  Je- 
n'tjlay  ilngly,  pays  annually  into  the  royal  Treafury,  Curtoms  ip 
the  Amount  of  fourfcore  thoufand  Rubles,  that  is,  near  an  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thoufand  French  Crowns ;  they  have  difcovered 
a  Species  of  Ivory,  much  whiter  and  fmoother  than  that  which 
comes  from  India. 

Thefe  are  not  furniflied  by  Elephants,  the  Northern  Regions 
being  too  cold  for  thofe  Animals  who  naturally  love  Heat,  but 
by  an  amphibious  Creature  called  the  Behemoiht  ufually  found 
in  the  River  Lena,  or  on  the  Shores  of  the  Tartarian  Sea.  We 
were  ftiewn,  in  Ma/ccn.i\  ieveral  Teeth  of  this  Monfter,  ten 
Inches  long,  and  two  Inches  Diameter  at  the  Root.  Thofe  of 
the  Elephant  are  not  comparable,  either  in  Beauty  or  Luftre  to 
the  other,  which  have  this  Property,  among  others,  to  ftop 
Blood  whenever  tht-y  are  cariied  about  a  Pevlon.     They  are  lo 
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highly  valued  by  the  Turit  and  Perfians^  who  purjhafe  them, 
that  they  prefer  a  Sabre  or  Dagger,  the  Handle  of  which  ia 
made  of  this  precious  Ivory,  to  another  of  mafly  Silver  or  even 
of  Gold. 

Thofe  who  firft  brought  them  m  Vogue,  mud  have  been  fen- 
fible  of  their  great  Value,  othcrwife  they  would  never  have 
<3ared  to  attack  the  Creature  which  furniflies  them,  he  being  of 
as  large  a  Size,  and  as  dangerous  as  the  Crocodile.  They  were 
firll  difcovered  by  the  Natives  of  an  I/land,  whence,  according 
to  the  Mu/covitest  came  the  firit  Colonies  which  peopled  jSmt' 
rica. 

Befides  the  Ivory  abovementioned  ;  Rhubarb,  Lapis  Lazuli, 
and  Beavers  are  found  among  the  Uibeckt  and  Mongu/s ;  Sables 
and  black  Foxes  are  catched  along  the  Rivers  O^y,  Tongu/cot  and 
Jngerai  not  to  mention  Ginofeng\  the  Pearls,  .nd  Badian  or 
Chineze  Annifeed,  {Annifum  Indicum)  of  the  River  Yamour  ;  and 
the  Mines  of  Silver  and  Lead  found  near  the  Argus :  Abilrad- 
cd  from  all  thefe,  I  fay,  the  Mujcovites  have  difcovered,  efpe* 
cially  in  the  Countries  lying  moft  to  the  North,  feveral  other 
valuable  Commodities,  with  which  they  carry  oaa  very  confide- 
rable  Traffic. 

The  Reader  will  poffibly  wonder,  when  he  confidcrs  the  great 
Number  of  noble  Rivers  which  .idvance  fo  far  towards  China, 
that  the  Mufco'vites  Ihould  not  make  ufe  of  the  Advantages  which 
thefe  offer,  in  order  to  fettle,  with  the  Inhabitants  of  China 
and  thofe  of  Japan^  fuch  a  Coircfpondence,  as  may  be  eafier 
and  fafer  than  that  carried  on  by  Land :  But  I  am  of  Opinion, 
that  the  Mu/co-viies  ought  not  to  be  blamed  upon  this  Account* 
fince,  not  to  mention  their  unskilfulnefs  in  Navigation,  they  meet, 
with  infurmountable  Obllacles,  even  with  regard  to  the  Rivers 
in  queflion,  the  Names  of  which  are  fcarce  known  in  Europe, 

To  make  this  evident,  the  Reader  is  to  know,  that  in  the 
Country  lying  on  the  other  Side  of  Siberia^  there  are  four  principal 
Rivers,  which  empty  themfelves  into  the  Frozen  Ocean,  or  Sea 
of  Tartayy^  and  into  that  of  Japan  ;  befides  a  great  Number  of 
Others  which  fall  into  the  latter,  as  is  evident  from  the  Map  of 
Siberia^  a  faithful  Copy  of  tiiat  preferved  in  the  Chancery  at 
Mofcowu. 

The  moft  Wcftern  is  the  Obyi  after  which  we  mtzt  fucci-ffive- 
ly,  advancing  caftward,  with  the  Jenefai,  the  Lena  and  Tamour, 
But  how  conliderable  foever  thefe  Kiverb  may  be,  cither  with  re- 
gard to  the  Abundance  of  their  Waters,  or  the  Kxient  of  their 
Courfe,  fo  many  Inconvenisncies  are  fuffered  by  ti.ofe  who  fail 
upon  them,  and  fuch  Dingers  are  run  at  tiieir  Mouths,  that  the 
Merchants  have  always  chofe  to  go  to  CLina  by  Land,  rather 
than  venture  by  Water. 

To  be  more  particular.  The  Mouth  of  theO^v"  is  extremely  dan- 
gerous, on  Account  of  the  dread  iul  Moun.aios  of  Ice  with  vviuMi  it 
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is  clogged  almod  all  the  Year  round  :  And  the  Mu/co'vites  have 
hot  forgot  the  Misfortunes  which  bcfel  the  Duf^^,  who,  by  ven- 
turing too  far  into  the  Fro:^en  or  Ice-Sea,  lolt  feveral  Ships  t  .dc 
Noi'a  Zembla. 

The  River  Jenefait  befides  being  clogged  in  the  fame  iv.'^.i 
rer,  as  the  Ohy  mentioned  above,  has  nine  Water-falls,  called 
by  the  Mnfcomtei  Porohi  or  Poroses,  many  Leagues  diftant  one 
from  the  other }  and  as  the  Boatmen  would  be  forced  to  unload 
the  Veffels  at  every  Calcade,  'tis  evident  the  Merchants  have 
ihewed  their  Prudence,  in  travelling  the  Way  which  is  fubje^l 
to  the  feweil  Jnconveniencies. 

The  Lena  is  more  uniform  in  its  CouHe  than  the  lafl  menti- 
oned, but  *iis  no  lefs  difficult  and  dangerous  at  the  Mouth  :  For 
the'  there  are  not  fo  many  Mountains  of  Ice,  yet  the  Rocks  are 
fo  numerous,  that  even  the  fmallell  Veflels  have  not  yet  prefum- 
ed  to  venture  among  them.  All  that  thcfe  People  do  is,  to  run 
fome  flat  Gondolas,  in  order  to  get  the  Bones  (Hiack  and  White) 
of  certain  Fifties,  found  on  thole  Rocks,  which  Bones  are  em- 
ployed in  feveral  Works. 

I'ho*  the  River  Tamour,  the  moft  cafterly  of  them  all,  and 
which  empties  itfelf  into  the  Sea  of  Japan,  has  none  of  the  Jn- 
conveniencies abovementioned,  there  yet  is  one  which  is  no  lefs 
confiderable ;  I  mean  that  the  Place  where  it  mixes  with  the  Sea, 
is  clogged  with  fuch  a  number  of  Bulrufhes,  that  thefe  look  di- 
retlly  like  ^  Foreft.  This  Obftacle  however  might  foon  be  re- 
moved, if  thefe  Bulrufhes  were  like  thofe  ufually  found  in  our 
Rivers  i  but  I  have  been  aflfurcd  that  they  are  of  fo  enormous  a 
Size»  that  a  Man  could  fcarce  embrace  *  one  of  them  ;  whence 
the  Keader  may  judge,  that  it  would  coil  as  much  Pains  to  dear 
this  Paflage,  as  to  cut  down  a  whole  Foreft  of  Trees. 

Thefe  Rivers,  the*  fo  very  incommodious  on  many  Accounts, 
are  yet  of  great  Uff  to  the  Mu/co-vifes,  for  croffing  with  more 
Conveniency  all  thoie  wide-extended  Countries,  lying  between 
Siberia  and  China  i  for  befides  that  it  is  far  eaficr  to  pafs  them 
when  frozen,  than  over  the  Ground,  which  mull  neceflarily  be 
rougher  ;  they  are  much  more  navigable  towards  their  Sources* 
than  in  the  Places  where  they  difcharge  themfelvcs  into  the  Sea ; 
and  tho'  fuch  Perfons  as  go  up  them  meet  with  feveral  Water- 
falls, they  yet  are  hr  lefs  deep  and  dangerous  than  thofe  found 
about  the  Mouths  of  them. 

The  moil  remarkable  Circumftance  in  thefe  Cafcades  is,  the 
Air  round  about  them  is  embalmed  ;  and  difiufes  fuch  agreeable 
Odours,  that  one  would  imaoine  the  moft  exquifite  Perfumes 
were  burning.  If  we  may  give  Credit  to  what  we  are  told  by 
the  Travellers  who  informed  us  of  the  Particulars  above,  this 
Phenomenon  may  ealily  be  explained  ;  they  declaring,  that  at 
the  Top  of  the  Rocks  which  form  thcfo  Calcades,  a  vaft  num» 
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ber  of  fragrant  Flowers  grow.  To  this  we  may  add,  that  as 
common  Perfumes  arc  never  fweeter  and  ftronger  than  wheu 
they  are  llirred  or  brought  near  a  Fire ;  in  like  Manner  the  Air, 
when  thus  perfumed,  mull  exhale  much  flronger  Odours,  after 
having  been  flirred  and  warmed  by  the  Motions  of  thefe  rapid 
Waters,  than  thofe  which  the  Air  exhales  in  Places  where  there 
is  a  calm. .  .|. .  Siberia  docs  not  difi'er  from  the  rell  of  the  Pro- 
vinces of  Mu/covy,  except  in  the  Intenfenefs  of  the  Cold  felt 

there,   ariflng  from  its  very  high  Situation As  I  have 

already  explained  fufHciently  the  Manner  in  which  the  Mu/co- 
nfites  difpoUefled  the  Cojfacks  of  it,  I  have  nothing  to  add,  ex- 
cept that  *tis  manifeft,  from  the  great  number  of  Cities  and 
Towns  which  are  faithfully  fet  down  in  the  Map  I  have  given^ 
that  this  Province  of  Mu/covy  is  not  fo  barren  and  folitary  as  is 
commonly  fuppofed. 

The  Particulars  I  have  already  obferved,  concerning  the  dif- 
ferent Roads  through  which  Travellers  may  go,  by  Land,  to 
China  i  and  the  various  Countries  they  pafs  through  in  their  Way 
thither,  is,  if  I  miftake  not,  fufficient  to  give  my  Readers  fome 
Idea  of  great  Tartary^  fo  little  known  hitherto  ;.  and  which  Tra- 
vellers fcarce  dare  enquire  after  in  Mufcovyt  for  Fear  of  giving 
Umbrage  to  that  Nation,  the  moll  fufpicious,  perhaps,  in  the 
World.  We  therefore  were  obliged  to  be  very  cautious,  in 
making  the  Enquiries  above  related ;  and  *tis  very  probable 
that,  had  we  come  hither  at  a  lefs  favourable  Juncture,  we 
fhould  not  have  heard  fo  much  :  But  as  the  Mufiovites  had  re- 
folved  to  fend  an  EmbafTador  to  France^  to  engage  the  King  to 
enter  into  the  Alliance  they  had  concluded  with  the  Germans  and 
Poles^  againfl  the  Turks^  we  were  freer  in  our  Enquiries  than  we 
ftiould  otherwife  have  been.  Vwfage  en  divers  Endroits  d*  Europe 
Iff  df  Afie,  entrepris  four  decouvrir,  un  mwv$au  chemiu  u  im 
Chine,  pag.  197  <^  feq.    Paris  i6f;2,  410. 
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*  Father  Nyel,    /<?  the  Reverend  Father  De^^ 
-R^(5?or  of  the  College  of  Strafburg. 

Concernmg  two  vew  Miffions  efiahlijhed^  withirt 
thefe  few  Tears ^  in  South  America. 

Lima,  Capital  of  P^;»,  May  zo,  I70^i 

Reverend  Father ^ 

I  Did  myfelf  the  Honour  to  write  to  you  before, 
by  the  way  of  Panama ;  and  I  now  put  my  Let- 
ter on  Board  our  French  Ships,  that  are  returning 
to  France,  and  which  abandoned  us  in  the  middle 
of  our  Voyage,  they  not  being  able  to  proceed  to 
.  China,  as  was  intended.     This  proves  a  great  Dif- 
appointment,   and  perplexes  us  exceedingly;    but 
Heaven,  who  is  defirous  of  trying  our  Patience,  has 
endued  us  with  Strength  and   Courage  fufficienc 
for  proceeding  in  our  Voyage ;   and  enables  us  to 
attempt,  by  the  way  of  Mexico  and  the  Philippines , 
a  Courfe  to  China,  hitherto  unknown  to  the  French 
Miflionaries.   'Tis  neverthelefs  upwards  of  five  thou- 
fand  Leagues  from  hence  to  China,  whither  we  can- 
not arrive  fooner  than  feventeen  or  eighteen  Months 
hence ;    for  we  muft  be  forced  to  travel  through 
New  Spain,  in  order  to  reach  the  Capital  of  Mexi- 
co ;  and  from  thence,  to  Acapulco,  whence  we  can- 
not fet  out  to  the  Philippines  till  next  March.     This 
will  be  a  very  new  and  lingular  Courfe  to  China. 

The  MifTion  of  the  Moxos,  which  was  founded 
but  about  thirty  Years  fince  f,  is  fituated  in  the 
Torrid  Zone,  in  the  Twelfth  Degree  of  South  La- 

*  The  long  Elogium  of  Father  Anthom  Verjus,  Founder  and 
Direftor  of  the  French  Jefuit  Miffions  in  Chinas  is  omitted.  N.B. 
VIlI.  Vol.  of  ihe  Original  begins  here. 

f  Confequcntly  about  the  Year  1685. 

citude  *, 


TRAVELS  ^/y&^ Jesuits.        i6r 

titude  *.  'Tis  feparated  from  Peru^  by  the  high 
Mountains  called  Cordilleras^  which  are  to  the  Eall. 
Southward,  'tis  not  far  from  the  Mifllons  oi  Para^ 
guay,  but,  to  the  Weft  and  North,  there  are  end- 
lefs  Trads  of  Land,  not  yet  difcovered  ;  which  will 
afterwards  open  a  large  Field  to  the  Zeal  of  the 
Golpel-Labourers.  At  this  Time  above  thirty  Je- 
fuits  are  employed  in  cultivating  that  painful  Mif- 
fion.  They  have  already  converted  twenty-five  or 
thirty  thouiand  Perfons,  of  whom  they  have  form- 
ed 15  or  16  little  Towns,  not  above  fix  or  feven 
Leagues  from  one  another.  Every  Town  is  built 
on  that  Spot  which  was  judged  the  moft  healthy 
and  fruitful.  The  Streets  are  of  the  fame  Breadth 
and  ftraii,  and  the  Houfes  are  built  uniform.  To 
every  Family  a  Spot  of  Ground  fufficient.  to  main- 
tain it,  is  allotted  ;  and  each  Proprietor  is  bound  to 
fee  that  his  Land  be  cultivated  •,  and  to  do  what  lies  in 
his  Power  to  banifh  Idlenefs  and  Poverty.  The  Ad- 
vantage gained  by  this  is,  the  Families  are  equally 
rich,  that  is,  every  Family  has  fufficient  to  fupporc 
itfelf,  and  not  be  expofed  to  Want  •,  but  no  one  en- 
joys fuch  great  Plenty,  as  may  enable  him  to  lead  a 
luxurious  Life.  Befides  the  ioffefllons given  to  eve- 
ry Family  in  particular,  whether  in  Land  or  Cattle  ; 
every  Town  has  fome  Pofleflions  in  common,  the 
Profits  of  which  are  applied  to  fupport  the  Church 
and  the  Hofpital  •,  into  which  are  admitted  all  fuch 
poor  Perfons  and  others  who,  by  their  Age,  are  pafl: 
all  Labour.  Part  of  thefe  Profits  are  employed  in 
public  Edifices-,  and  in  furnilhing  Strangers  and 
new  Converts  v/ith  thcfcveral  Neceifaries  they  want, 
till  they  may  be  able  to  work.  Whenever  a  nev/ 
Town  is  founded,  all  the  reft  are  obliged  to  contri- 
bute towards  it,  in  Proportion  to  its  Wealth  and  the 
Number  of  its  Inhabitants.     At  the  beginning  of 

*  In  Moll's  Maps,  the  Moxoi  are  fituated   in  about  fourteen 
Dcg-ecs  of  S.:'uch  Latitude. 

Vol.  II.  M  every 
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every  Year,  the  moft  difcreet  and  worthieft  Perfon 
in  the  Town,  are  eleded  to  ferve  as  Judges  and 
Magiflrates,  whofe  Duty  is  to  take  Care  of  the  good 
Government  of  the  Diftrift ;  to  punifti  Vice,  and 
regulate  all  Contefts  which  may  arife  among  the  In- 
habitants. A  particular  Punifhment  is  appointed, 
by  the  Laws  for  every  Fault.  There  are  common- 
ly two  MifTionaries  in  every  Town  j  and  the  Judges 
and  Magiftrates  in  queftion,  have  fo  much  Reve- 
rence for  thefe  Fathers,  that  they  tranfadl  little 
or  nothing  without  firft  taking  their  Advice. 
The  Fathers,  on  the  other  Hand,  are  perpetu- 
ally employed.  They  fpend  the  Morning  in 
folemnizing  the  holy  Myfteries  *  5  in  hearing  the 
Confeflions  f  which  are  frequent,  and   in  giving 

Audi- 

*  That  is,  in  faying  Mafs. 

•f-  The  Enemie5  of  the  Jcfuits  accufe  them  of  fometimes  dif- 
pcnfing  this  Sacrament,  (as  'lis  called  by  the  Romanifts)  in  an  a- 
bominable  manner.     Among  others,  the  learned  and  pious  Mon- 
iieur  Pafcal^  has  the  following  Obfervatlons  in  his  famous  Lettra 
Proiincinles. — Here  you  ftiall  find  the  Mitigations  of  Confeffiojty 
which  certainly  mull  needs  have  been  the   moil  fortunate  Courie 
that  theie  Fathers   could  have  taken   to  infinuate  into  all  the 
World,  never  refufing  any.     You   may   have  gathered  (iaid  a 
Jefuit  to  me)  from  my  former  Difcourlts,  with  what  Succefs  our 
Fathers  have  taken  the  Pain%  by  a  certain   Gift  of  Illumina- 
tion,   proper   only    to   thcmfelves,   to   difcover   Abundance  of 
Things  as  alIov;ablc,  which  were  heretofore  forbidden.  But  in  re- 
gard there  yet  remain  cerfain  Sins  which  cannot  be  excufed,  and 
whereof  the  only  Remedy  is  Confc(rion,  it  was  but  rcquifite  U) 
ibften  the  DiflicuUies  of  it,  by  the  Ways  I  am  now  to  acquaint 
you  with.     So    that   liaviiig,    through   all  our  precedent  Con- 
ferences, flievvn  how  they  have  taken  away   the  Scruples  whicli 
troubled  Mens  C.'onfcienix'S,  by  making  them  perceive  that  what 
tiiey  thought  111  was  not  fo,  all  my  Buiinefs  in  this  is,  to  difcovei 
to  you  the  manner  liov.'  calily  you  may  expiate  what  i,^  really  Sin, 
by  rendringConfcfiion  as  cafy  ;,sith»th  formerly  been  difficult. — 
*   And  how  is  this  done,  Father,  faid  I  ? '    By  a  lort  of  admira- 
ble Subiilties.  replies  he,  proper  only  to  our  Society,  fuchasoui 
I'^athers  of  FUindcrs^  in  the  hnoge  of  our  firjl  Agc^  L.  3,  or   i. 
p   401  ;  and  L.  i.e.  2,  cali/»/«/j  urd  holy  Slights  i  and  a  kind 
or  fan.i'ifr.d  Artif.e  of  Devotion\  plan  &  religiolam  calliditateni. 
ff  piaa'.i'>  Iblcrriam^  L  3.  <.  y,    '7'ij  by  the  Aflillance  of  thefe 
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Audience  to  fuch  as  come  to  confult  and  propofe  their 
Doubts  to  them.     In  the   Afternoon  they  explain 

the 

Inventions  that  Crimes  aye  nonv  a-Days  expiated,  alacrius,  ivith 
greater  Chearfufnefs  and  Fervency  than  they  'were  heretofore  com- 
mitted: Infomuch  that  many  Jhake  off  their  Pollutions  nxjith  much 
more  Expedition  than  they  contrail  them  ;  plurimi  vix  citiiis  ma- 
culas  contrahunt  quam  eluunt,  as  it  is  faid  in  the  fame  Place- 
Father,  faid  I,  would  you  do  me  theFavour  to  teach  me  thefe  bene- 
ficial Slights  ?— There  are  a  great  Number  of  them,  replied  he  ; 
for  as  there  are  many  Things  in  ConfeiTion,  not  eafy  to  be  en- 
dured, fo  are  there  eafy  Provifions  made  againft  them.  And 
whereas  the  main  Trouble  of  it  confifts  in  thefe  Heads,  the 
Shame  it  is  to  confefs  fome  certain  Sins,  the  Exadlnefs  requifue 
in  particularizing  the  Circumilaoces,  the  Penance  a  Man  mull 
undergo  for  the  lame,  the  Refolution  to  be  taken  not  to  fall  into 
the  like  again,  the  Care  to  avoid  the  next  Occafions  whereby  a 
Man  comes  to  be  enfnared,  and  the  Remorfe  which  we  fnould 
feel  for  committing  of  them  ;  I  doubt  not  but  I  Iha-U  this  Day  fo 
far  fatisfy  you,  that  there  fha  11  be noth.ng  irkfome  inall  thi^,  fo 
extremely  careful  have  they  been  to  leave  out  of  a  Remedy  fo  nc- 
ceflary  and  fovereign,  whatever  was  harfli  and  indigellible. 

For,  to  begin  with  the  Trouble  or  Confufion  that  attends  the 
Confeflion  of  certain  Sins  ;  it  being,  as  you  are  not  to  learn,  a 
Thing  of  no  fmall  Confeqr.ence  for  a  Man  to  keep  himfelf  as 
right  as  he  can  in  the  EUcem  of  his  Confeffor,  is  it  not  an  ex- 
traordinary Convenience  for  him  to  be  permitted  (according  to 
our  Fathers,  and  among  the  rell  Efcobar,  who  cites  for  it  6"^^- 
rez,  tr.  J.  a.  4.  n.  135')  to  ha<ve  tnuo  Confeffors  _  one  for  mortal 
and  another  for  'venial  Sins,  fo  to  be  in  good  Rcputatiov  .ith  hi: 
ordinary  Confeffor \  uti  bonam  famam  apud  ordinarium  'iUeatur  ; 
provide.'^  he  do  tiot  thence  take  any  Encouragement  to  '^o  ftill  on  -.it 
mortal  Sin,  And  this  he  feconds  with  another  in^^enio^.s  Coii- 
trivance,to  (hew  a  Man  how  he  may  confefs  a  Sir.  ever,  lo  iiis  ordi- 
nary ConfeiTor,  who  yet  fhall  not  perceive  that  it  wa-  committej 
fince  his  lafl:  Confeflion.  That  is  (fays  he)  to  miuJ-<^  a  grncrai 
Confeffion,  and  to  JJmffe  in  that  lajl  Sin  among  uH  th"  reft,  I'.'hichhc 
charges  him/iJf  nvithal  in  grofs.  He  affirms  the  fame  'i'hing, 
Princip.  ex.  z.  n.  73.  And  J  fear  not  but  you  will  ackio^v- 
ledge  that  this  Decifion  of  Father  Bauny^  'Tlnof.  Mo>'.  tr.  4.  c. 
15.  />.  137,  takes  away  much  of  the  Shame  it  is  to  a  Man  t.) 
confefs  his  frequent  Relapfes :  That  unlejs  it  be  u-pa:  feme  iertain 
Occafions,  ivhich  happen  'very  fddom^  there  is  >.o  rcafon  the  Ccit 
feffor  /hoiiki  ask,  ivhether  the  Sin  a  Men  changes  hi fr  ft  If  ivitv  be 
an  habitual  Sin  ;  and  that  he  is  not\obliord  fo  afifi'^er  to  that  Point, 
hecaufe  he  hath  ?io  fuch  Pri-vilege  as  to  put  hi's  Pcm.'f.'it  io  t':c  'J.-aTi.e 
cf  declaring  his  frrqucnt  RefupJ 
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the  Chrijlian  Dodlrine*,    vi  fit  the  Sick  and   Poor; 
and  clofe  the  Day  with  public  Prayers,  which  are 

offered 

How  Father,  Caid  I)  this  amounts  to  as  much  as  if  one  Ihould 
fay,  that  a  Phyfician  hath  not  the  Privilege  to  ask  his  Patient, 
whether  it  be  long  fince  his  Fever  took  him.  Dees  not  the 
Difference  of  Sins  confill  in  their  different  Circumftances  ?  And 
is  it  not  the  main  Defign  of  a  true  Penitent,  to  lay  open  the  State 
of  his  Confcicnce  before  h.s  ConfcJor,  with  a  Sincerity  and 
C.'earnefs,  fuch  as  if  he  were  fpcaking  to  Cbrifl  himfeif,  whofe 
Pel  fen  the  Prieft  at  that  Time  reprefcnts?  And  is  not  a  Man  ex- 
tremely a  Stranger  to  this  Dilpofition,  wiien  he  conceals  his  fre- 
cnient  Reinpfes,  fo  to  fmother  the  Greatnefs  of  his  Sin  ?  » 
This  put  the  Father  to  a  little  Lofs,  who  yet  endeavoured  rather 
to  fliift  off  the  Difficulty  than  refolve  if,  by  bringing  upon  the 
Carpet  aucrher  Rule  of  theirs  v/hich  introduces  a  frelh  Confu- 
fion,  and  docs  not  in  the  leaft  confirm  this  Decifiow  of  Father 
Baufiy,  which,  in  my' Judgment,  is  one  of  their  mofl  pernicious 
Maxims,  and  fuch  as  is  only  fit  to  encourage  wicked  Men  in  theii 
evil  Courfes. 

Our  Conference  ended  as  follows  :  O  Father  (faid  I)  there's 
no.  Patience  in  the  World  but  you  are  able  to  overcome;  nor 
can  a  Man  poflibly,  without  Horror,  hear  the  Things  you  have 
entertained  me  with.  They  come  not  from  me,  replied  the 
Father.  I  know  it  very  Vvell,  (faid  I  j)  but  I  fee  not  any  Aver- 
fion  you  have  for  them  i  nay,  you  are  fo  far  from  detefling  the 
Authors  of  tliefe  Maxtms,  that  you  highly  efleem  them.  Do 
you  not  fear,  that  your  Compliance  with  them  may  make  you 
a  Partaker  of  their  Guilt  ?  Or  can  you  be  ignorant,  that  St. 
Paul  i\\\r\\\.s  ^Mortl.>\  of  Death,  not  only  thofe  nvho  are  the  Authors 
of  E-ji/,  hut  olfo  thofc  ^K:ho  covftnt  thereto  ? 

Was  it  not  f'ufKcient,  that  by  /cur  Palliations,  you  have  per- 
ini'ted  Men  to  do  many  Things  which  were  forbidden,  but  you 
miiii  farther  give  them  Occaiion  to  commit  even  thofe  Crime?, 
which,  by  the  Eafincfs  and  Aflurance  of  Abfolution,  fo  fiecly 
by  you  proffered  to  them  for  the  fame,  you  cannot  excufe,  by 
divelling  for  that  Purpofe  the  Priells  of  all  Power,  and  obligipg 
them,  rather  like  Slaves  than  Judges,  to  abfolve  the  moit  in- 
veterate Sinner?,,  without  reriuiring  the  Jeall  Love  towards  Goti, 
Amendment  of  Li'c,  or  ExprefTion  of  Remorle,.  other  than  Prc- 
riiles,  thoufands  of  Times,  broken  witiiout  doing  any  Penance, 
but  nvhat  themjih-es Jhall  th'mk  Jit  to Juhfiiit  to;  and  without 
enjoining  them  to  avoid  the  Occafions  of  finning.  If  they  re- 
ceite  the  If  oft  Incon^enkmy  thereby  ?  But  you  are  yet  more  extra- 
^aganc;  r.nd  the  Liberty  you  havetaken  to  unfettle  the  moll  facred 
Rules  of  Chrijtian  Conduct,  extends. to  an  abfolute  overturning 
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offered    up  every  Evening  in    the    Church.     On 
Feftivalsj  they  add  a  Sermon  in  the  Morning,  and 

Vefpers 

of  the  Law  of  God.     You  violate  the  greaf  Com7;iat:dme>2t  on 
ciuhich  hangs  all  the  La^j  and  the  Prophets  *. 

This  Letcei- is  dated  at  Parii^  in  1656,  and  was  writ  by 
the  famous  Mr,  P,,/ial,  one  of  the  greateft  Geniub's  (as  he  is 
ililed  in  Boyle's  D'ftionary)  the  World  ever  produced,  and  a 
ftridl  Romau  Catholic  i  a  Man  whofe  Sanftity  of  Life,  is  thought 
to  have  meri  ed  the  Charadler  given  of  it  in  his  Epitaph,  wlicie 
among  other  Elogiums  is  the  following : 

Pietai  Jl  Hon  moritur,  Sternum  vivet, 

Vir  conjugii  nefcius^ 
"Reliiione  faniluSy  'virtute  clarus. 

The  Lettres  Pro-vlnclalesy  from  whence  the  Particulars  above 
are  extratled,  were  written  on  Occafion  of  the  Differences,  at  the 
Sorlwnnc,  between  the  Janfiyiijts  and  MolinlftSy  in  1656  and 
165:;  in  order  to  difplay  the  corrupt  Muxims  and  Pcjlitics  of 
the  jefuits.  They  are  tranflatcd  into  feveral  Languages;  have 
always  been  looked  upon  as  Mafter-Pieces ;  and  are  thought 
by  many  to  be  writ  with  no  lefs  Beauty  and  Spirit  than 
thofe  of  Tully  and  Lucian.  According  to  Some,  in  every 
Part  of  tliem  dfplays  a  Grandeur  in  the  Thoughts,  a  Solidity 
in  the  Arguments,  a  Delicacy  in  the  Raillery,  a  Purity  in  ths 
Diftion  ;  and,  in  the  vyhole,  a  Beauty  that  is  feldom  found  iti 
other  Authors.  Mr.  Pajlat  was  not  known  to  be  tlie  Author  of 
them,  till  after  his  Death. 

What  are  we  to  think  of  a  Sett  of  People  whofe  Maxims  are 
thus  fet  forth  by  a  Writerof  fuch  uncommon  Piety  and  Learning  as 
Mr.  Pafcali  a  Man  who  was  born  in  a  Country  where  the  Jediit;} 
ftouriftied  ;  and  where,  confequently,  he  had  an*Opportunity  cf 
b^ing  an  Eye  Wii^'^fj  to  their  Condudl !  'I'he  Reproofa  of  l"o 
virtuous  a  Pen  are  of  infinite  more  Force  than  a  Million  of  Sa- 
tyrs levelled  againll  them  by  anonymous  Authors,  and  others  as 
bad  as  thefe  Fathersare  faidtobe.  If  the  Jefuits  wha  went  to  pro- 
pagate th'=:  Cln-iftian  Religion  among  the  Moxo^,  allowed  of  the 
Maxims  above  afcribed  to  the  Society,  their  Arrival  m'lll  have; 
been  a  Curfe  to  that  People,  inllcad  of  a  Bleffing ;  and  the  Polilli 
which  the  Fathers  pretended  to givethem,murt  make  them  infinite- 
ly more  unhappy  than  when  they  continued  in  their  State  of  Igno- 
rance. Thejeluitsin  their  own  Writings  (as  the  Reader  mult  have 
obferved)  paint  themfelves  with  the  lovely  Innocence  of  the  Dove  ; 

*  Les  Provmciales,  or  the  Myftery  of  Jefuitifm,  tS'c.  pag, 
214,  andyi'^.  London  165^,   \lmo. 


AI  3 


but 


¥i\ 


h  •» 


Vr^H 


m 


mixi 


i66      TRAVELS  of  the  ]esv its. 

Vefpers  in  the  Afternoon.  Divine  Service  is  per- 
formed in  this  new  Miflion  in  the  mod  folemn 
manner.  Though  there  are  not  a  great  number  of 
Clergy,  yet  great  Fervour,  Awe,  and  Devotion  are 
feen  among  ihefe  new  Chriftians.  As  they  love 
Mufic  botli  vocal  and  inftrumcntal,  every  Church 
has  its  Choir  *.  I'here  are  Muficians  and  Church- 
OfRcers  enough  •,  particular  Privileges  being  annex- 
ed to  fuch  Offices  as  relate  more  immediately  to 
Divine  Service,  and  to  t^e  Care  of  the  Poor.  All 
the  Churches  are  large  and  well  built,  extremely 
neat*,  and  embellifhed  with  Paintings  and  Sculptures 
wrought  by  the  Indians^  who  are  become  expert  in 
both.  Care  has  been  taken  to  adorn  them  richly  ; 
for  which  we  are  indebted  in  a  great  Meafure  to  the 
Charity  of  pious  Perfons.  Befides  the  Nave,  and  a 
W^ng  or  Joleon  each  fide,  thcfe  Churches  have  their 
Choir,  over  which  is  a  very  neat  Dome.  The  large 
i^imenfions  and  Beauty  of  thefe  Edifices  ftrikes  the 
Indians  with  Awe  and  I^ove ;  and,  at  the  fame 
Time,  gives  them  the  moil  exalted  Idea  of  our 
holy  Religion  f. 

but,  in  Mr.  P-a/vr/'s  Letters,  they  are  reprefented  with  the  hi- 
i!cous  Craft  and  Hyfocrify  of  tlie  Serpent. 

I  have  been  told,  that  the  Englijh  Verfion  of  the  Lettres 
rro-vinciales,  whence  I  extrafted  the  Note  above,  was  made  by 
tiie  famous  Author  of  Cooper's  Hili. 

*  'Tis  well  known,  that  Mufic  is  employed  muoh  more,  at 
Divine  Service,  in  Rotnijh  Countries,  than  in  thofe  where  the 
Frotc'iiant  Re!ig,ion  is  eiTabliflied.  In  Paris  a;e  a  great  many 
Parifli-Chnrc;  t?,  all  which  have  their  Choir,  Stalls,  Chorifters, 
and  Siuging-Boyj:,  as  in  our  Cathedrals ;  a  Circumitance  which 
fiirprized  mc,  at  my  firlt  coming  to  that  City  j  I  not  imagining 
that  they  were  only  fo  mr.rj  Pa.iih-Churchts. 

f  According  to  the  Obfervation  made  by  Horace^  in  his 
rO:;ticks. 

Segr.ius  :rr:tnnt  ottimos  deiniJTa  per  aureni, 
fi^uuir.  qua  funt  oculii  fuhjecla  fidelikm. 

Which  Mr.  Drxdcn   (if  I  miflake  not)   has  tranflated  in  near  th^ 

following  vVcrds. 
Hearing  excites  the  Mind  bv  ilow  Degrees : 
The  Man  is  wazm'd  at  cntc  by  what  he  fees.  One 
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One  of  the  greateft  Difficulties  which  the  Miffio- 
naries  had  to  labour  with,  in  the  Converfion  of 
thcfc  Nations,  was,  the  diverfity  of  Tongues  which 
prevailed  among  them.  To  remedy  this,  which 
very  much  retarded  the  Progrefs  of  the  Gofpel, 
Choice  was  made,  among  upwards  of  twenty  diffe- 
rent Languages,  of  that  which  is  moft  general,  and 
appeared  cafieft  to  be  learnt ;  and  this  is  become  the 
univerfal  Language  of  the  feveral  Nations,  who  are 
obliged  to  learn  it.  A  Grammar  has  been  com- 
pofed  of  it,  which  is  taught  in  the  Schools,  and 
ftudied  by  the  Miffionaries  themfelves  at  their  firft 
coming ;  it  being  the  only  Language  they  employ, 
in  preaching  and  catechifing. 

As  the  Superior  of  this  Miflion,  has  the  general 
Direction  of  all  the  Towns,  he  has  pitched  upon 
that  for  his  Refidence,  which  lies  in  the  Center  of 
the  Province.  In  his  Houfe  is  a  Library,  common 
to  all  the  MiiTionaries ;  and  a  Difpenfatory  (locked 
with  Drugs  of  every  kind,  which  are  diftributed 
to  the  feveral  Towns  when  wanted.  The  Miffio- 
naries  aflfemble  once  a  Year  in  this  Place,  as  to  a 
Spiritual  Retirement;  and  in  order  to  debate,  in 
Concert,  concerning  the  beft  Methods  to  forward 
the  Converfion  of  thefe  Nations-,  and  to  procure  all 
Advantages  poflible  for  this  rifing  Church.  How- 
ever, the  Superior  of  this  Miflion  is  not  fo  much 
fixed  to  the  Place  where  he  ufually  refidcs,  but 
that  he  goes  his  Vifitation  annually  to  every 
C'uirch  -,  and  even  makes  Excurfions  into  the  neigh- 
bouring Countries,  in  order  to  win  over  Souls  to 
Chrill.  The  laft  Letters  fent  from  that  Miflion  in- 
form us,  that  there  are  above  an  hundred  thouland 
Men,  who,  delighted  at  what  they  hear,  concern- 
ing the  holy  and  blifsful  Life  which  their  Country- 
mtn  lead,  undtr  the  Diredlion  of  oiirMiiTionariL's, 
earneltly  (lie  for  Fathers  to  inftru  :l  them  in  our  holy 
Religion  •,  but  the  Scarcity  of  thclc,   and  the  Sac- 
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coiirs  wanted,  have  not  yet  given  them  an  Oppor- 
tunity of  inftrudting  the  People  in  Queftion,  whofe 
Convcrfion  would  be  followed  by  that  of  a  number- 
lefs  multitude  of  other  Indians  ;  it  being  affirmed, 
that  thofe  wide-extended  Countries  are  exceedingly 
populous. 

It  having  been  found,  by  long  Experience,  that 
the  Spaniards  were  very  prejudicial  to  the  Indians^ 
cither  by  their  too  fevere  Treatment  of  them  * ; 
by  making  them  work  too  hard  *,  or  becaufe  they 
lead  fuch  Lives  as  give  great  Scandal  to  the  Natives 
of  thefe  Countries  •,  a  Decree  has  been  obtained 
from  his  Catholic  Majefty,  exprefly  forbidding  all 
Spaniards  coming  into  this  Miffion,  or  having  the 
leaft  Correfpondence  with  the  Indians  belonging  to 
it ;  fo  that  if  any  Spaniard  comes  into  that  Country, 
cither  through  Neceflity  or  by  Chance,  the  MilTi- 
onary-Father,  after  receiving  him  in  the  kindeft 
manner,  and  cxercifing  all  the  Duties  of  Cbrifiian 
Hofpitality  towards  him,  fends  him  back  to  the 
Spanijh  Territories.  The  Account  above,  is  ex- 
tra<5ted  from  the  Letters  of  the  Fathers  belonging 
to  that  Miffion.  I  have  not  added  one  Circum- 
Hance  to  their  Relations,  but,  on  the  contrary,  have 
omitted  feveral  very  pious  Parriculars  and  Expedi- 
ents, which  the  Spirit  of  God  hasfuggefled  to  thofe 
fervent  Labourers,  for  eftablifhing  an  admirable 
Order  in  this  Miffion,  and  for  promoting  Virtue 
and  Piety. 

This  is  the  Nation  chofen  by  Heaven,  the  Peo- 
ple appointed  in  thcfe  later  Ages,  to  revive  the  Fer- 
vour, the  Devotion,  the  lively  Faith ;  and  that  per- 
fect Union  of  Hearts,  which  was  formerly  fo  much 
admired  in  the  primitive  Chrijlians, 

*  T  hnve  been  told  by  an  EngHfh  Gentleman,  who  was  a  con- 
fderable  Time  m  the  Spair/b  Wejt-hdies^  that  the  Spaniards  treat 
the  /mericam,  with  iniich  j;rea!:er  Lenity,  th:.n  cur  Countrymerj 
^0  thg  AinerUan  Nativea  oi  our  CQlonics. 
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1  could  inform  you  of  a  great  many  other  Par- 
ticulars, worthy  of  your  Piety,  was  I  to  give  you 
a  Relation  of  the  famous  MilTion  of  Paraguay^  fo 
often  perfecutccl,  and  which,  in  fpight  of  Perfecu- 
tion,  is  always  in  fo  flourifhing  a  State,  that  it 
ferves  as  a  Model  for  all  thofe  which  arc  going  to 
be  founded  in  South-America.  But  as  the  Hiitory 
of  this  MifTion  has  been  writ,  in  which  an  Account 
is  given  of  the  heroical  Virtues  of  the  Labourers 
who  cultivate  it,  and  of  the  Fervour  of  the  new 
Converts  who  compofe  it,  I  (hall  fay  no  more  on 
that  Head  •,  but  will  take  Notice  of  a  Miflion, 
founded  two  Years  fince,  in  the  moft  Southern 
Parts  of  America  ;  whence  we  hope  to  pierce,  in 
due  Time,  quite  to  the  Straits  of  Magellan^  which 
we  had  a  fight  of  in  our  Voyage.  As  this  Miflion 
is  dependant  on  the  Province  of  Chili^  in  which 
there  are  but  few  Labourers  ;  and  has  the  Dire<5tion 
of  feveral  other  Mifllons,  as  well  Spaniards^  as  con- 
verted Natives  of  the  Country,  it  can  allow  but  a 
few  Miflionaries  to  cultivate  this  wide-extended 
Field.  Farther,  this  requires  fingular  Qualities  in 
fuch  Gofpel-Labourers  as  fliall  be  lent  into  it.  The 
following  Particulars  are  extraded  from  a  Letter  of 
the  reverend  Father  Philip  de  la  Lugma^  a  Jefuit, 
concerning  the  Eftablilhment  of  the  Miflion  of  our 
Lady  of  Nahuelhuapi, 

Some  Years  fince,  (fays  my  Author)  Providence, 
by  a  particular  Call,  and  a  mofl:  fingular  Effect  of 
its  Mercy,  engaged  me  in  the  Converfion  of  the  In- 
dians called  Pulches  and  Poyas^  who  live  oppofite  to 
Chiloe^  and  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Mountaiiis,in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  Nahuel-huapi^^hy  Leagues,  from 
i\iQ  South-Sea^  in  about  the  42d  Degree  of  South  La- 
titude. The  yet  recent  Remembrance  of  the  he- 
roical Virtues  of  the  reverend  Father  Nicholas  Maf- 
cardi  *,  had  raifed  and  increafed  daily  in  me,  a  De- 

*  He  firil  preached  among  thefe  People,  about  the  Year  167^, 
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whom  I  met,that  I  was  haflning  to  t\it.  Palace ;  and 
would  not  return  to  College,  till  I  had  obuined  my 
fire  of  treading  in  hi.s!Steps,and  vifiting  that  Country, 
Providence,  which  leads   us  through   fecret  and 
ever-wonderful  Paths,    permitted  my   Superiors  to 
nominate  me  Vice-Redor  of  the  College  of  Chiloc  ; 
and  to  order  me  to  come  to  St.  Jago^   Capital  of 
Chili^  for  fome  Affairs  which  required  my  Prticnce. 
Heaven  feemed  to  whil'pcr  me,  that  this  Voyage 
wouki  give  Rife  to  an  Afiiiir  of  greater  Importance 
than  that  whirii  had  prompted  my  Superiors  to  fend 
me  to  St.   Jago.     And    indeed,    having    ha^  pily 
found,  in  the  Harbour  of  Cbiloe^  a  Veflel  which 
was  going  to  fail  for  VaUPa/rayffo  *,  the  Harbour  01 
that  City  {Si.Jago^)  f  I  got  thither  in  a  Fortnight; 
when  1  informed  the  reverend  Father  Provincial,  of 
the  Defign  with  which  Heaven  had  infpired    me, 
to  go  and   found  a  new  Miffion  in  Nahuel-huapi, 

»  'Tis  called  Valpavfo  in  Moin  Maps. 

f  St  Jago  llanus  in  a   pleafant  and  fruitful  Valley,   on   a 
fmail  River  at  the  Foot  of  a  Mill.     This  Valley    is  watered  by 
the  great  River  Maypo,  or  Maypocho,  on    whofe   Banks  (land  a 
great  Number  of  Indian  Villages.     Sc  Jago  the  Capital  ot  Chili 
before  it  was  deilroyed  by  the  Natives,  was  the  largeft  City,  and 
the  beft  built  'r  all  thefc  Parts.     'Twas  built  according   to  the 
Spanijh  Model;  with  a  great  S  mare,  or  Place  of  public  Refort, 
in  the  middle  ;  from  which  all  the  chief  Streets  iffued  in  a  right 
Line ;  and  thefe  Streets  were  crofled  by   others  at  right  Angles. 
On  the  North  Side  of  the  great  Square  was   the  Town- Hall, 
in  which  were  the  Courts  of  Juitice  ;    and,  on  the  Well,  Hood 
the  Bilhop's  Palace,    and   the  Cath'-dial :    the  remaining  two 
Sides  being  embcililhcd    vviih  Piazzas,  over  wliich  were  Balco- 
nies.    Here  alfo   were  feveral   Parifli-Churches,    and  Convents 
for  the  Religious  of  both  Sexes,  all  built  of  Stone,  and  adorned 
very  richly:     The  chief  Streets  were  watered  by  Canals  brought 
from  the  River,  as  alfo  were  their  Gardens,  and  the  neighbour- 
ing Fields  in  the  Dry-Seaibn.     The  City  was  largely  fupplicd 
with  Corn  and  Fruits  of  every  kind,  both  European  and  Indian  ^ 
and  the  Cattle,  fed  in  the  Valley  which  furroimds  it,  furnilhed  the 
City  with  a  great  Quantity  of  Flelh  of  .ill  Sorts.     St.  Jago  was 
the  Seat  of  the  Governor,  and  a  Bifliop's  See,;  There  the  C-rts 
of  Juftice  v/ere  held,  nad  a  kind  of  Univerfity  was  built  iu  Jt. 
This  City  wns  founded  by   Piter  de  P'u/divia,  who  fubdued  this 
Part  of  C7;.7,  in  1541.  He 
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He  apf  oved  of  my  Refolution,  and  promifed  to 
further  it  to  the  utmoft  of  his  Power.  I  fet  every 
Engine  at  Work,  to  fecure  the  Siiccefs  of  fo  im- 
perfefl  an  Undertaking.  I  began,  by  intreating 
Penons  of  the  warmeft  Piety  and  Zeal  to  join  with 
nic",  in  order  that  I  might  obtain  by  Prayer  and 
and  Mortification,  the  Grace  required  for  (o  diffi- 
cult an  Attempt.  Efpecially  I  recommended  this 
Affair  to  a  holy  Religious  of  our  Society,  Brother 
Alphonfo  Lopez^  venerable  for  his  Innocence  of  Lii^, 
and  other  exalted  Qualities  5  the  holy  Brother  came 
fome  Days  after  with  a  fmiling  Countenance,  bid- 
ding me  put  my  whole  Truft  in  God  *,  and  alluring 
me  that  I  fhould  fucceed  in  my  Undcrt     'ng. 

Neverthelefs  I  was  to  encounter  fon  uimon  in- 
furmountable  Difficulties.  I  could  not  do  any  Thin^ 
without  the  Permiffion  of  the  Governor  of  Chili  j 
and  this  Nobleman  was  difinclined  to  all  new  Set- 
tlements, either  through  Vexation  to  find  fcvcrai 
abandoned,  becaufe  the  Perlbns  concerned. had  not 
been  able  to  fupport  them  ;  or  becaufe,  as  the 
King's  Treafure  was  exhaufted,  he  himfelf  could 
not  advance  the  Monies  neceilary  for  founding  a 
new  MifTion.  In  this  unhappy  Jun6ture  I  addrcifed 
myfelf  with  Confidence  to  our  Lord,  the  Difpofcr 
of  Hearts  •,  and  promifed  to  fay  thirty  Mafli^s,  and 
to  live  thirty  Days  upon  Bread  and  Water,  in  Ho- 
nour of  the  Blefled  Trinity,  in  Cafe  I  obtained 
the  Governor's  Permiffion.  I  even  wrote  down 
this  Promife  ;  but  having  loll  this  Paper,  it  was 
found  by  a  Perfon  who,  unknown  to  me,  carried 
it  to  the  Governor.  Some  Days  after,  having  re- 
commended this  Affiiir  with  great  Fervency  to 
Heaven,  I  was  fo  confident  of  Succcfs,  that  I  re- 
folved  to  wait  upon  the  Governor  *.  I  ev^n  declar- 
ed, at  my  going  out  of  the  Houfe,  to  a  Friend 

*  Some  may  imagine  that  cur  Jefuit  hid  this  Paper,  o.\  Pur- 
pofe,  ii)  li.v  VVay. 

%  whom 
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Requeft.  Accordingly,  going  to  crave  Audiencff, 
1  was  introduced  into  the  Apartment  of  the  Gover- 
nor, who  was  reading  the  Promife  made  by  me» 
fome  Perfon  having  brought  it  to  him ;  fo  that, 
before  I  could  fpeak,  he  addreft  me  as  follows : 
Father^  your  Bufinefs  is  done,  and  I  confent  freely  to 
your  Dejires,  Be  ajjured  that  Pll  fsrward  your  pious 
Defigns  to  the  utmoji  of  my  Power,  agreeably  to  the 
Orders  and  Intentions  of  the  King  my  Majler.  Go,  and 
'win  over  Souls  to  Chriji  \  but  forget  not  to  pray  to 
Heaven  for  his  Majefly,  and  for  me,  I  will  confefs 
that  I  never  felt  a  ftronger  inward  Joy,  or  more 
delicious  Confolation,  than  that  which  now  diffufed 
itfelf  over  my  Soul ;  and,  from  that  Inftant,  Hea- 
ven rewarded  me,  before-hand,  very  liberally  for 
the  Toils  and  Dangers  I  was  to  undergo  for  his 
Sake,  in  the  Journey  to  my  intended  MifTion. 

Thus,  after  thanking  Heaven  for  the  Mercy  he 
had  indulged  me  on  this  Occafion,  I  prepared  for 
hiy  Departure.  With  the  Alms  which  had  been 
given  me  by  fome  pious  Perfons,  I  purchafed 
Church-Ornaments ;  together  with  fuch  Knick- 
knacks  as  might  pleafe  the  Indians,  and  the  Provi- 
fions  necefiary  for  my  Journey  ;  and  kt  out  in  No^ 
vemberiyo^i  with  Father  Jofeph  Maria  SeJJa,  whom 
the  Superiors  had  appointed  to  be  my  Companion. 

I  cannot  mention  here  the  many  finiftrous  Acci- 
dents we  met  with,  or  the  Evils  we  were  forced  to 
undergo,  for  near  two  hundred  Leagues,  during 
which  we  travelled  through  Roads  that  were  almolt 
iinpaflable  •,  we  being  forced  to  crofe  Torrents  and 
Rivers,  Mountains  and  Forefts,  unfuccoured,  with- 
out a  guide,  and  in  want  of  almoft  all  Things.  My 
Companion  fickned  of  a  violent  Fever  in  the  mid- 
dle of  our  Journey,  which  obliged  me  to  fend  him 
to  the  nearell  College  *,  with  part  of  our  Fellow- 

Travel- 

*  As  there  are  no  Inns  in  thepj  Cjunlries,  the  Colleges,  built 

V  up 
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Travellers  \  by  which  means  I  found  myfelf  almoft 
alone  and  abandoned,  among  a  Nation   of  Savage 
Indians^  who  abhor  the  Spamards  to  fuch  a  Degree, 
that  all  who  have  the  ill  Fortune   to  get  into  their 
Hands,  mufl:  neceflarily  fall  a  Vidlim  to  their  Cru- 
elty.    But  Heaven  was  pleafed  to  deliver  me  from 
thefe  various  Dangers  in  a  wonderful  manner  •,  after 
thinking  me  worthy  of  fufFering,    in  fome  little 
Meafure,  for  his  fake,  during  a  Journey  of  near 
three  Months,     I  arrived,  in  good  Health  and  Spi- 
rits, at  my  wiftied  for  Miflion  Nahuel-huapi^  where 
the  Caciques  *  and  Indians^  received  me  as  an  Angel 
fent  from  Heaven.     I  then  began  to  raife  an  Altar, 
under  a  Tent,  with  all  the  Decency  pofllble,  till 
fuch  Time  as  a  Church  could  be  built,     I  vifited 
the  Perfons  of  the  greateft  Diftinftion  in  the  Coun- 
try ,  and  invited  them  to  come  and  fettle  near  me, 
that  we  might  build  a  little  Town ;   and  thereby 
have  the  Opportunity  of  exercifing  the  Functions 
of  my  Miniltry  with  greater  Advantage.     I  had 
the  Confolation  to  fee  the  Converts,  formerly  bap-, 
tized  by  Father  Mafcardiy    frequent  the  Church; 
and  liften  to  the  Explication  of  the  Chriftian  Doc- 
trine,  with  fuch  Fervency,  Devotion,  and  Spiri- 
tual Third,  as  gave  me  the  mod  folid  Hopes,  that 
they  would  continue  in  the  Faith,  and  were  fincere 
in  their  Promifcs.     I  afterwards  went  and  comfort- 
ed all  fuch  fick  and  aged  Perfons  as  were  unable  ta 
come  to  me  j  and  baptized  fome  Children  with  the 
Confcnt  of  their  Parents. 

The  Confolation  I  felt,  at  thefe  aufpicious  Be- 
ginnings, was  greatly  increafed  by   the  Arrival  of 
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up  and  down,  are  of  great  Service  to  Travellers,  who,  when're- 
commended  irom  College  to  College,  are  treated  very  kindly  by 
the  Fathers.  In  this  Manner  the  belt  Sort  of  People  are  forced 
to  travel  even  in  Spain^  where  there  are  no  Inns,  and  oaly  litLle 
lledge-Houfes  for  a  fort  of  Carriers,  Uc^ 
*  The  Chitf*  and  Governors  of  the  Pccpls. 

2  Faiher 
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Father  Jofeph  Guilelmoy  whom  my  Superiors  had 
fent  to  lupply  the  Place  of  Father  Seffa,  We  con- 
certed together  upon  the  bed  Methods  for  fettling 
our  Mifllon  on  the  moft  lading  Foundation  ;  and 
agreed  that  he  fhould  refide  in  Nahuel-huapi^  to 
fuper-intend  the  Building  of  a  little  Church  and  a 
Houfe  -,  during  which  I  fhould  go  to  Baldivia  *, 
to  fo) licit  the  Governor's  Protedion  in  Favour  of 
the  New  Converts.  I  engaged  the  Caciques  to 
write  an  obliging  Letter  to  that  Governor,  to  de- 
fire  his  Friendfliip  and  Protection.  I  arrived  the 
beginning  of  April  1704,  at  Baldivia^  with  the 
Deputies  in  Queftion,  whom  Don  Manuel  Auteffia  the 
Governor,  received  with  the  greatefl:  Joy  and  Ten- 
derneis ;  he  indulging  me,  at  the  fame  Time,  the 
highcfl:  Marks  of  his  Favour  and  Efteem  •,  and 
promifing  to  promote  this  new  Settlement  to  theut- 
moft  of  his  Power.  I  continued  no  longer  in  BaU 
divia,  than  was  neceflary  for  concluding  this  Nego- 
ciation ;  and  left  it  about  the  middle  of -/^/7  above- 
mentioned,  with  the  two  Deputies,  by  whom  the 
Governor  fent  his  Anfwer  to  the  Caciques.  'Twas 
as  follows. 


;  -il 


*  This  Town  is  alfo  called  VaiMtia,  and  ftands  in  40  De- 
grees South  Latitude.  It  is  iituated  on  an  Eminence  at  the  Point 
of  a  Pcnindila  formed  by  two  Rivers ;  and  thefe,with  thelflands 
lying  before  it,  nuke  it  tiie  faff  11  and  moll  fpacious  Harbour  on 
Che  Coaft  of  Chili.  'Tn  likcwife  defended  by  fevtral  Forts. 
There  arc  rwo  P.ifTagei  to  this  Town,  the  one  for  large  Ships, 
and  the  otiicr  ior  iniailcr  VtlJlls.  B^Mvia  is  moft  confderabie 
for  its  Harbour,  and  fur  the  Gold  Mines  lying  in  the  Neigh- 
bourhood of  it;  in  tliC  working  of  which,  Valdiviat  who  found- 
ed ^a/i/x'/V?  in  15^3.  employed  twenty  thoufand  IndianSy  who 
being  cruelly  oppieflcd  by  the  Spaniards,  rofe  upon  them,  and 
retook  this  Town,  and  mnil:  of  the  others  which  they  had  built. 
'Tis  related  that  the  Cy^.'Ay/rtvj  havioi^  taken  FalJi'via  Prifontf, 
poured  melted  Gold  down  his  Throat ;  reproaching  him  that 
there  was  no  other  VVay  of  fatiating  his  Avarice.  '1  he  Sfiani- 
ardi  and  Chihfiam  continued  at  VVar  above  a  Century,  and  we 
are  told  that  it  is  rot  ended  yet ;  however  the  former,  during 
the  Progrcfs  of  it,  retook  Baldivia  and  feme  other  ToM'ns. 

Gmthmerty 
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Gentkmeny 

"  'Twas  a  great  Pleafiire  to  me  to  hear,  by 
your  Letter,  and  the  Teftimony  of  your  Depu- 
ties, the  kind  Treatment  which  you  gave  the 
Jefuits ;  and  the  Refolution  you  have  taken  to 
embrace  our  holy  Religion.  Having  therefore 
returned  the  moft  folemn  Thanks  to  God,  the 
fupreme  Lord  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  for  this 
happy  News ;  I  am  to  afllire  you,  that  you  could 
not  have  done  an  Adlion  more  pleafing  to  the 
great  Monarch  of  Spain  and  India^  Philip  V. 
my  Lord  and  Mafter,  on  whom  Heaven  beftow 
long  Life,  Profperity,  and  Glory.  For  this 
Reafon,  as  I  reprefent  his  Perfon  in  the  Em- 
ployment which  he  has  plcafed  to  confer  upon 
me ;  I  offer  and  promife  in  his  Name^  for  ever, 
his  Kindnefs  and  Protedlion  to  yourfelf  and  all 
who  fliall  follow  your  Example ;  obferving,  at 
the  fame  Time,  that  you  mull  oblige  all  your 
Vaflals,  after  embracing  the  Catholic  Faith,  to 
take  an  Oath  of  Fidelity  and  Obedience  to  the 
King  my  Mafter  •,  who  will  ever  be  your  Sup- 
port, your  Protedor,  and  Defender,  againft  all 
your  Enemies.  Be  therefore  affured  that,  from 
this  pay,  I  and  my  Succeflbrs  will  fettle  the 
moft  folid  Correfpondence  with  you,  and  ob- 
ferve  the  feveral  Duties  of  Friendlhip  ;  whence 
you  may  be  alTured,  that  v/e  will  alfill  you  in  ali 
your  Wants  *.  And  hoping  you  will  faithfully 
execute  the  feveral  Things  I  here  recommend  to 
you,  in  the  Name  of  the  King  my  Mafter,  I 
thus  ratify  my  Promife  under  my  S^al. 

V  Ba/Jhia,  Jpri/^,   1704. 

"  Don  Manuel  de  Auteffia, 
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•  How  often  have  the  poor,   ignorant  Indta^u  b:cn  gull'J  by 
the  fpecious  Promifes  of  Governors,  and  other  Euro-^cms ! 
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Being  returned  from  Baldivia  to  Nahuel-huapi^  I 
found  a  fmall  Church  built.  The  new  Converts 
appeared  very  fervent ;  and  feveral  Catechumens, 
by  the  Care  of  Father  John  Jofepb  Guihlno,  my 
Companion,  were  quaHfied  for  Baptifm.  The  whole 
Nation  were  highly  pleafed  with  the  Governor's  Let- 
ter, fo  that  we  new  began  to  labour  ferioufly  at  the 
"Work  of  God.  We  have  already  built  a  fmall 
Houle,  and  laid  the  Foundations  of  a  larger  Church, 
as  the  neighbouring  Nations  begin  to  vifiC  us.  Ne- 
verthclefs,  as  the  Country  in  which  I  am  lettled,  is 
inhabited  by  two  Nations,  the  Pulcbes  and  the 
Poyas^  a  kind  of  Emulation  and  Jcaloufy  feems  to 
be  now  among  them ;  the  Pukhes  having  endea- 
voured to  diflfuade  .me  from  labouring  at  the  Con- 
verfion  of  their  Neighbours  5  declaring,  that  they 
are  a  haughty,  barbarous,  and  cruel  Nation,  with 
whom  it  will  be  impoflible  to  have  any  Corre- 
fpondence. 

As  I  knew  very  well  that  the  Poyas  are  a  gentle, 
good-natured  People,  who  had  carneftly  defired  me 
to  inftruft  them,  I  faw  that  the  Pukhes  were 
actuated  only  by  Prejudice.  For  this  Reafon, 
having  affembled  the  Chiefs  of  that  Nation  foitie 
Days  after,  I  addreffed  them  in  the  ftrongeft  Terms ; 
and  told  them  the  Rcafons  why  I  could  not  be  of 
their  Opinion.  I  obferved,  that  Heaven  was  defi- 
rous  of  faving  all  Men  without  Diftindion  ;  that 
the  Minilters  of  Chrift  could  not  exclude  any  Na- 
tion from  the  Kingdom  of  God,  without  being 
guilty  of  the  moll  unjuft  Prevarication  •,  that  thefe 
Miniflers  were  fent  to  inftrudt  and  baptize  all  Na- 
tions ;  that  they  themfelves,  if  they  were  defirous 
of  being  truly  Chrijlians^  ought  to  be  the  firft  in 
endeavouring  zealouOy  to  procure  the  Converfion 
and  Salvation  of  the  Poyas  •,  who  were  their  Brethren 
in  Chrifl-,  Heirs  of  his  Kingdom,  and  equally  re- 
deemed by  his  molt  precious  Blood,  which  had  been 

Ihed 
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fhed  for  the  whole  World  :  Laftly,  that  their  oppo- 
fing  the  Converfion  of  their  Neighbours,  was  only 
an  Artifice  of  the  Devil,  the  common  Enemy  of 
Mankind,  to  deprive  this  People  of  that  ineftima- 
ble  BlelTmg,  the  Faith  ;  and  to  take  away  from 
themfelves  the  Merit  of  it,  by  making  them  vio- 
late the  Precept,  by  which  we  are  commanded  to 
love  all  Men.  Thcfe  Reafons  made  fuch  an  Impref- 
fion  on  their  Minds,  that  they  promifcd  that  Inllant 
not  to  oppofe  the  Inftrudion  and  Converfion  of  the 
Toyas.  To  conclude,  after  having  removed  this 
Obftacle,  which  might  have  checked  the  Progrefs 
of  the  Gofpel ;  and  having  difpofed  the  Hearts  and 
Minds  of  fuch  as  had  appeared  moft  defirous  of  be- 
ing admitted  to  Baptifm  \  I  chofe  a  folemn  Day  for 
the  performing  of  that  Ceremony  with  greater 
Splendor,  and  baptized  them  all.  I  now  have  the 
holy  Confolation  to  fee  the  wonderful  Change  which 
the  Grace  of  Chrifl:  has  wrought  in  their  Manners 
and  Condu6l ;  their  Fervency,  in  pradlicing  all 
the  Duties  of  the  Chrifiian  Life,  being  very  great  *. 
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*  In  how  high  a  Strain  of  Piety  does  our  Jefuit  write  on  this 
Occafion,  and  yet  how  difFL;rent  is  the  Doftrine  in  this  Refpeft 
laid  down,  by  many  Fathers  who  are  confidcred  as  the  great  Lu- 
minaries of  their  Society.  'Tis  well  known,  that  the  Jefuits  are 
accufed  of  quite  vitiating  the  Doftrinc  delivered  by  Chrift  ;  by 
fetting  up,  inftcad  of  the  Regularity  and  Virtue  enjoined  by  it, 
a  Religion  which  indulges  the  Followers  of  it  in  the  Praftice  of 
every  Vice,  by  fuiting  the  Principles  of  it  to  the  loofeft  Palfions, 
and  by  making  the  Chrifiian  Syltem  the  moft  commodious  one 
tliat  ever  was  inftituted.  To  inftance  only  in  the  Duty  of  hearing 
Mafs.  ...  In  the  Letires  Provincialesy  a  Jefuit  is  fuppofed  to  ar- 
gue thus  with  another  Romanijit  a  Layman. 

Our  greateft  Divines  (lays  the  Father)  Gajper  Hurtadoj  de  Sacr. 
to.  2.  d.  5.  dift.  2.  and  Cofjink.  q.  83.  a.  6.  n.  197.  have  taught, 
with  regard  to  Mafs,  *  That  it  is  enough  to  be  bodily  prefent  at 

*  it,  though  a  Man  be  abfent  as  to  the  Mind  ;  provided  he  be- 

*  have  himfelf  with  a  certain  outward   Reipeftfulnefs'.     Nay, 
Vafquez  is  a  little  more  indulgent,  he  faying,  '  That  a  Man  fulfils 

*  the  Precept  of  hearing  Mafs,  even  tho'  he  have  not  the  leaft  In- 

*  tention  to  hear  it'.     All  this  you  may  find  Ikewife  in  Efcohar, 

Vol.  IL  N  /r.  i. 
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I  fhall  not  attempt  a  Dcfcription  of  this  Country, 
nor  treat  concerning  "the  Manners  and  Ciiftoms  of 
the  People,    I  not  having  rcfided  long  enough  a- 

/;*.  I.  ^AT.  II.  num.  74.  and  107,  l^c.  where,  to  make  the 
Thing  more  evident,  lie  cx<;mplifies  in  thofcwho  are  brought  by 

Force  to  Mafs,  and  afre  fully  refolved  not  to  hear  it I  Ihould 

never  have  believed  it  (faid  I)  if  another  had  told  me  fo  much.... 
'J'o  hz  fhort  {{^iyi,  ht)  this  is  a  Thing  which  llanda  in  fome  Need 
of  the  Authority  of  thefe  great  Men  ;  as  alfo  what  Efcohar  fays 
in  tr.  I.  ex.  n.  num.  31.    *  That  a  wicked  Intention,  as  haply 

*  that  of  looking  on  Women  with  an  impure  Defire,   joined 

*  with  that  of  hearing  M.ifs  as  a  Man  ought,  hinders  not  a  Man 

*  from  fully  performing  the  Duty  ;  ntc  obejt  alia  prava  lntentio» 

*  nt  nfp'cicnHi  libidinofe  f(vmh:as. 

Bjt  there  is  yet  a  Thing  of  extraordimry  Convenience  in  our 
learned  liur'anu^^  ^cUcl.  p.  2.  d.  16.  duh.  7.      '  That  a  Mar* 

*  may  hear  o;)c  half  of  a  Mafs  from  one  Prieft,  and  afterwards 
*■  the  other  half  from  another ;    nay,  that  he  may  firll  hear  the 

*  latter  Tart  of  one,  and  afterwards  the  Beginning  of  another.' 
Nay,  to  he  free  with  you,  it  is  farther  allowed,  *  to  hear  two 

*  hakes  of  a  Maf!:  at  the  fame  Time,  from  two  feveral.Priefts, 
'  as  if  cne  begins  M  ifs  when  the  other  is  at  the  Elevation,  be- 
'  caufe  a  Man  inay  direft  his  Attention  both  thofe  Ways  at  the 
'  fame  Time;  :inJ  two  halves  of  a  Mafs  make  a  whole  one: 

*  DufC  Mc:i/tta!p<  itnr<in  mijfam  conftituuni' .  And  this  hath  been 
decided  by  our  Fathers,  Bawijy  Hurfado^  Azoriust  and  Ejcobar, 
tr.  I.  ex.  II.  fh-/m.  73.  in  the  Chapter,    *  Concerning  the  Ex- 

*  ercife  of  hearing  Ivlals  according  to  our  Society'.  And  you 
iliall  fee  the  Confequences  he  draws  from  thence,  in  the  fame 
IJook  printed  at  Lyons  in  1644,  and  1646,  to  the  following  Ef- 
fe«fl.     *  Whence  I  conclude,  that  you  may  hear  Mafs  in  a  very 

*  fliort  Time  ;  if,  for  Kxample,  you  meet  with  four  Maffes  ce- 

*  lebrating  at  the  fame  Time,  wiiich  iffued  out  one  after  ano- 

*  ther  in  fuch  manner,  as  that  when  one  began,  another  was  at 

*  the  Gcfpel,  a  third  at  the  Confecration,  and  the  laft  at  the 

*  Communion'.  ..I  muft  confefs  Father  (faid  I)  that  by  this  Me- 
thod a  Man  migr.t  hc;ir  Mafs  in  an  Inftantat  No/re  Dame.  Thus 
you  find  (replied  he)  tliat  we  could  do  no  more,  as  to  what  con- 
ferns  the  quick  and  cafy  hearing  of  Mafs.  See  Les  PremincialeSi 
or  tU  Myftery  of  Jejuitifni,  pag.  209.  l^  fcq.  Hence  it  appears. 
Low  vaitly  commodious  the  Jefuits  have  rendered  this  Worlhip. 
For  the  better  underilanding  the  Paflages  above,  I  am  to  ob- 
fervc,  that  in  many  of  the  Romp  Churches,  four  or  morePriefts  are 
often  folcmnizing  Mafs  at  fo  many  Altars,  and  at  the  fame  Time, 
to  different  Congregations  ;  a  Pradice  which  appears  not  a  little 
confiircd  to  a  Proteilant,  vvlio  is  very  much  furprized  (at  firft 
at  the  Sight. 

mong 
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tnong  them  for  that  Purpofc.  Next  Summer  I 
fhall  know  more  •,  I  hoping  to  travel  through  the 
whole  Country,  and  to  get  perfc6lly  acqiiainted 
with  every  Part  of  it,  by  which  means  I  fhall  be 
able  to  make  Choice  of  fuch  Places,  as  will  be  moft 
proper  for  fettling  our  Mifllons.  This  Country 
reaches  to  the  Streights  of  Magellan^  it  ftretching 
above  an  hundred  Leagues  that  Way ;  and  is  much 
longer  towards  the  'North  Sea.  I  dare  not  flatter 
myfelf  that  Heaven  will  employ  fo  weak  an  Inftru- 
ment  as  I  am,  for  winning  over  10  Chrift  all  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  wide-extended  Country  -,  but  I 
hope  that  his  Providence,  which  has  an  Eye  to 
the  Converfion  of  Heathens^  will  raife  up  Perfons 
animated  with  his  Spirit,  to  come  and  fliare  our 
Labours,  and  complete  what  we  have  -fo  happily 
begun  *, 

Philip  de   la  Lacuna. 

This,  reverend  Father,  is  a  faithful.  Extradl  of 
the  Relation  which  fell  into  my  Hands.  Tho*  you 
do  not  there  meet  with  the  numerous  and  confpi- 
cuous  Converfions,  which  your  Zeal  makes  you  de- 
firous  of  hearing,  I  yet  am  perfuadcd  that  yoLi*il 
perufe  it  with  Pleaiure ;  and  don't  doubt  but  you'll 
thank  Heaven,  for  condefcendisig;  to  make  our  Bre- 
thren  the  Inftruments  of  fpreading  the  Glory  of  his 
Name  in  all  Parts  of  the  V7orld. 


' ;! 


\m 


I  amy  &c. 

A.  J.  X.  Nyel, 

*  I  gave  the  above  Detail,  from  a  Suppofition  that  it  might 
pleafe  many  Readers,  who  are  defirous  of  knowing  the  feveral 
Steps  which  the  Jefuits  take,  in  their  Converlion  of  ignorant 
Heathens.  To  others  who  have  no  Curiofity  this  Way,  this  Re- 
lation muft  necefTarily  appear  very  dry  and  infipid ;  and  not 
far  unlike  the  Relations  which  our  modern  Mcthodlfti  give  of 
their  Miifions. 

N  2  Father 
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Father  de  Fontaney,  to 
ther  DE  LA  Chaise, 
King. 


the  Reverend  Fa- 
Confejjor    to    the 


London f   1  5  Jan.   1 704 


Moft  reverend  Father^ 


YOU  will  find,  by  the  Place  whence  this  Letter 
is  dated,  that  I  returned  from  China  into  Eu- 
rope on  board  an  Englifh  Ship.  I  hoped  to  have  wait- 
ed upon  you  in  Perfon,  with  the  firft  Letter  I 
wrote  to  you  during  our  Voyage,  which  took  up 
fix  or  feven  Months  i  but  I  fhall  be  obliged  to  make 
a  longer  Stay  in  this  City.  For  this  Reafon  I'll 
fend  it  you  the  firft  Opportunity  ;  and,  in  the  mean 
Time,  will  content  myfelf  with  informing  you, 
by  a  fecond  Letter,  of  Particulars  of  ftill  greater 
Importance,  than  thofe  which  I  took  the  Liberty  to 
mention  to  you  in  my  firft. 

Tho*  the  Chriftian  Religion  has  been  tolerated 
in  China^  ever  fince  the  famous  Perfecution  of  Tam- 
quam-Jien^  that  mortal  Enemy  to  the  Chriftian  Name  -, 
yet  the  MifTionaries  often  found  it  vaftly  difficult, 
to  get  Admifllon  into  the  Provinces  of  the  Empire, 
or  to  exercife  their  minifterial  Fundions  in  them. 
The  only  Place  by  which  they  could  enter  China^ 
unmolefted,  \yas  the  City  of  Macao^  which  the 
Portugueze  have  poiTcfTed  near  thcfe  hundred  Years  f ; 
but  then  it  was  neceflary  to  firft  have  their  Leave 
for  that  Purpofe,  and  this  they  did  not  eafily  grant 
to  Foreigners.  Thofc  Perlbns  who  took  a  different 
Courfe,  were  often  infultcd  by  the  Mandarins^  who 


*  This  Date,  according  to  cur  mr.nner,    fhould  Hand  thus, 
15  y^«.  i7c|-. 

•f-  As  this  Letter  is  dated   in  17^4,  the  Portugueze  muft  have 
pofieiied  Macao  about  138  Years.     I  ^^iiii^:  this  in  1742. 

ufed 
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ufcd  the  MifTionarics  ill,  and  obliged  them  to  quit 
the  Co'-ntry.  Bjt  ever  fince  the  Emperor  had  re- 
iblvcd  to  open  his  Ports,  and  to  permit  Foreigners 
to  trade  in  his  Dominions  •,  MifTionaries,  of  various 
Orders  and  of  all  Nations,  have  embraced  this  fa- 
vourable Opportunity  of  going  and  fettling  in 
China. 

As,  where  the  Harvefl:  is  fo  plentiful,  the  num- 
ber of  worthy  Labourers  cannot  be  too  great,  we 
were  overjoyed  at  the  Arrival  of  thefe  apoitolical 
Men  i  we  received  them  as  Brethren,  and  did  them 
all  the  Service  in  our  Power,  either  by  advancing 
their  fevcral  Mlflions,  or  by  putting  a  Stop  to  the 
Infults  and  Perfecutions  raifed  by  fome  venal  Manda- 
rins, v/ho  were  averfe  to  Chriftianity.  Tho'  wc  always 
behaved  in  this  manner,  we  yet  have  not  had  all  the 
Juftice  done  us  which  we  might  have  expefted  in 
Europe  :  And,  upon  my  Arrival  in  Frmtce'm  1700, 
I  was  greatly  furprized  to  find,  that  we  were  there 
reprefented  as  a  Sett  of  Men  who  inveighed  againft 
the  reft  of  the  Miflionarics  -,  who  fought  all  Oppor- 
tutunitics  of  dcmolilhing  their  Churches,  and  of  op- 
pofing  their  Settlements. 

Thofc  who  confider  us  in  this  unfavourable  Light, 
muft  think  us  the  moft  abandoned  Wretches  ;  and 
iuch  as  attempt  to  inllill  this  Opinion  of  us  into 
others,  without  firft  enquiring  into  our  Condudt, 
muft  have  forgot  all  the  Laws  of  Juftice  and  Chari- 
ty. Can  thefe  Pcrfons  be  ignorant,  that  the  thus  di- 
fturbing,  in  their  Miniftry,  upright  and  zealous  Per- 
fons,  would  be  declaring  againft  Heaven  itfelf ; 
and  neceflarily  draw  down,  upon  our  Perfons  and 
Labours,  the  dreadful  Curfes  pronounced  by  the 
Prophet  Ifaiah  -,  Wo  unto  them  that  regard  not  the 
Work  of  the  Lord,  neither  confider  the  Operation  of 
his  Hands,  Chap.  V.  ver.  11  and  12. 

Farther,  dare  we  flatter  ourfelves,  that  our  Soci- 
ety alone  will  be  able  to  convert  all  the  Chineze  ? 

N  3  This 
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This  we  are  far  from  imagining,  reverend  Father. 
For  this  Reafon,  the  greater  number  of  Fellow- la- 
bourers we  (lull  fee  here,  the  greater  will  be  our 
Toy.  Thefe  are  our  real  Sentiments  •,  and  Heaven 
IS  our  Witnefs,  that  we  have  never  adled  in  Oppo- 
fition  to  them,  as  might  be  exemplified  in  many 
Inftances  *. 

If 

*  Mere  the  Father  gives  us  a  long  Detail,  to  prove  his  AfTcr- 
tion.  1  Hull  obferve,  that  'twas  in  1698,  and  1699,  ^^^^  ^^^ 
Pope  nominated  Biihops  and  apollolical  Vicars  for  tiiC  feveral 
Provinces  of  China,  The  Jefuits  were  the  only  Friars,  who  had 
ingratiated  thcmfclves  at  the  Court  of  China ;  but  there  were 
Miilionaries,  of  various  Orders,  fpread  up  and  down  that  £m> 
pi  re. 

Some  Perfons  may  wonder,  how  one  Order  of  Friars  Ihould 
be  great  Enemies  to  thofe  of  another  Order,  but  the  Thing  is 
certain  ;  Friars  of  various  Orders  being  fometimes  engaged  in 
jn  2ft  furious  Paper-wars,  in  the  warmeft  Law-contefts,  or  both.  I 
remember,  that  dining  one  Day  at  Paris,  at  a  Gentleman's  at 
whofe  Table  were,  among  other  Guefts,  a  Jefuit  and  a  Bene- 
didiny  thefe  were  continually  lafliing  one  another ;  when,  en- 
quiring into  the  Caufe,  I  was  told  that  the  Friars  of  thofe  two 
Orders  hate  one  another  mortally.  Sometimes  Friars  of  the 
fame  Order  wrangle  together.  This  Sort  of  Contcfts  are 
taken  Notice  of  by  Boileaut  Canto  I.  of  his  Lutrin^  where 
Di/cord  is  fuppofed  to  deliver  herfelf  as  follows. 

^0;,  dit'Elkt  dun  ton  qui /It  trembler  ies  'vltres, 
J'aurai  pujnfqiCici  broiiiller  tous  Ies  Chapitres  ; 
Divifer  Cordeliers,  Carmes,  and  Celejiins  ! 
J'^aurai  fait  foutenir  un  Siege  aux  Augaftins  \ 

Which  may  be  thus  tranflated : 

Says  She  *  (the  Windows  ratling  with  her  Voice) 
.  Have  I  made  Wrangling  every  Chapter*^  Choice  ; 
.  Made  Carmelites  at  calm  Celejiins  rage  : 

And  rouz'd  the  j^uftin  Friars  to  hold  a  Siege,  ^c. 

The  Story  of  the  Siege  mentioned  in  the  laft  Vcrfe,  is  as  fol- 
Jows.  Every  two  Years,  the  Auftin  Friars  of  the  great  Convent 
in  Paris,  nominate,  in  their  Chapter,  three  of  their  religious 
Uachelgsst  to  be  Licentiates  of  the  Soi  honnCf    for  which  there 


*  Di/cord. 
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If  'tis  a  great  Confolation  to  us,  reverend  Father, 
to  iincl  that  the  Miffionarics  of  ail  Orders  and  N.i. 

N  4  tions 


arc  three  Exhibitions.  Tn  lC^9>,  Va\\\cx  Celtjlin  rilUers,  V\i)t 
of  this  Convent,  to  favour  fume  nachelors,  namod  nine  for  the  ^ 
nevt  I'l-Xiiibitions  Th  le  who  found  thcmfvilvcs  excluded  by  thi'-. 
fudJen  Elet^ion,  addrelVcd  the  Parliament,  who  ordered,  that 
another  Nomination  fhould  be  made,  in  Prcfence  of  Metlicurs  ^Z/r 
Catinat  uud  d  S  iveu/et  Counfellors  of  the  Court,  and  of  Mr, 
Janart%  SuUihtute  or  Proxy  to  the  Attorney-general.  The 
Monks  having  refufed  to  obey,  the  Court  was  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  Force,  in  order  to  put  their  Decree  in  Execution. 
For  this  Reafon  they  fent  their  Officers,  who,  alter  furrounding 
the  Convent,  endeavoured  to  break  open  the  Gates.  However, 
all  their  EfFjrts  were  to  noPurpofe,  becaufe  the  iVlonks,  forefee- 
ing  what  would  happen,  had  walled  them  up  behind ;  and  pro- 
vided themfclves  with  a  vail  quantity  of  Stones,  and  Weapons 
of  every  Kind.  The  Officers  then  tried  other  iVlethods ;  fome 
going  upon  the  Roofs  of  the  neighbouring  Houfe?,  jn  order  to  en- 
ter the  Convent  that  Way  ;  during  which,  others  endeavoured 
to  open  themfclves  a  Paflage  through  the  G  irdcn-wall,  on  the 
Side  lying  towards  Chriftine-fireet,  But  now  the  Auftin  Friars, 
Handing  apon  the  Defenfive,  founded  the  Alarm,  and  began  to 
affail  the  Befiegers,  who  being  ported  more  advantageoufly  than 
they,  and  covered  by  the  Chimnies,  fired  upon  the  Monks,  two 
of  whom  were  killed,  and  the  fame  Number  woundod. 

But  now  a  Breach  being  made,  the  Monks  had  the  Infolence 
to  bring  the  Holt  before  ir,  imagining  this  would  awe  the  Be- 
liegers  :  But  finding  their  Stratagem  ineftcftual,  and  the  Befieg- 
ers Uill  continuing  their  Fire,  they  demanded  a  Capitulation, 
and  Hoftages  were  delivered  up  oa  each  Side.  The  chief  Arti- 
cle of  the  Capitulation  was,  that  the  Lives  of  the  Befieged  fhould 
be  fpared,  upon  which  they  left  the  Bieach,  and  delivered  up 
their  Gates.  The  Commiifaries  of  the  Parliament  being  enter- 
ed, immediately  foi/.ed  eleven  of  thefe  Monks,  who  were  impii- 
foned  in  the  Conc'urgcne.  This  happened  the  23d  of  ^^ttgnff, 
1658,  the  Eve  of  St.  BarthQlo!neiu\  Day.  Neverthelefs,  Car- 
dinal Mazarin^  liating  the  Parliament,  caufed  all  the  Friars  to  be 
fet  at  L  berty,  liy  the  KingV,  Order,  after  27  Day's  Imprifon- 
ment.  They  tlien  were  taken  into  the  King's  Coaches,  and  car- 
ried in  Triumph  to  their  Convent,  thro'  a  Body  of  the  Fnnch 
Gaards,  who  were  drawn  in  two  Lines,  from  tiie  Prifon  of  the 
Coiiciergerie,  to  the  Convent  of  the  Auftin  Friars  :  Their  B-.e- 
thren  canr^e  forth,  in  Procellion,  to  meet  them,  v.ith  Palms  in 
their  Hand;^.  Thev  fet  all  their  B'jIIs  a  rin?-m?f,  and  (a no-  7> 
Deuni^  by   \\v.\-  of  'F!ank^,  ror  ::he  DJi^cTy  cf  -.lic;!-.'  M-nlii;, 
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tions,  our  Fellow-labourers  in  this  painful  Miflion, 
do  us  Juftice  ;    I  will  confefs,    that  we  are  obliged 
to  be  at  no  little  Trouble  and  Expence,  to  procure 
the  defired   Recommendations;   particularly  when 
we  are  obliged  to  addrefs  the  firll  Minifters,    the 
Prefidents  of  the  Tribunals,  and  the  moft  confidera- 
ble  Lords  of  the  Court.      Any  Perfon,  in  order  to 
be  convinced  oi  this,  need  but  be  told  the  Ceremo- 
nial of  this  Country  ;  for  befides  a  Man's  being  ob- 
liged to  wait  a  long  Time  for  fuch  Moments  as  may 
be  favourable,    and  to  take  efpecial  Care  not  to  be 
troublefome  •,  no  one  ever  goes,  empty  handed,  to 
a  Perfon  of  Diftin<5lion  to  requeft  a  Favour.  This 
is  a  general  Cuftom,  with  which  Foreigners,   like 
us,  a<e  indilpenfably  obliged  to  comply. 

But  the  Circumftance  which  procures  us  the 
greateft  Accefs  to,  and  Credit  with,  the  chief  Offi- 
cers of  the  Empire,  is  the  Favour  which  the  Mo- 
narch is  (till  ib  gracious  as  to  indulge  us,  and 
which  we  endeavour  to  render  ourfelves  worthy  of, 
by  the  Service  we  do  him.  For  altho'  he  does  not 
feem  to  purfue,  with  fo  much  Afliduiiy  as  former- 
ly, the  Study  of  the  Mathematics,  and  the  reft  of 
the  European  Sciences,  in  which  he  is  very  fkilful ; 
we  neverthelefs  are  obliged  to  go  frequently  to  the 
Palace  •,  that  Prince  having  always  fome  Queftion 
or  other  to  propofe.      He  employs  Day  and  Night, 

Oewvns  dc  Nicolis  Boihau  Defpreaux y  Tom.  2.  paS-  *°^'  '°2. 
Amjterdurn  I  71  7. 

How  well  thcfe  Monks  followed  the  Pattern  fet  them  by  him 
whofe  Iniitaiors  they  pretend  to  be  ;  and  how  juftly  they  deferv- 
ed  the  Name  of  Religious  ! 


Tuniesne  an'imis  coskftibus  Ira.     Virg, 


I  did  not  give  the  Story  of  this  Siege,  borrowed  from  a 
Romaniil,  as  imagining  it  would  abfolutely  invalidate  the  Af- 
fertions  of  Father  de  Fontaney,  but  only  to  Ihew,  that  it  is  no 
extraordinary  Thing  for  Monks  to  atl  like  fo  many  Banditti. 
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in  Works  of   Charity,  Brothers  Frapperic,    Bru- 
din,  and  de  Rodes^  who  are  expert  at  healing  Wounds 
and  preparing  Medicines  -,  he  fending  them  to  vifit 
the  Officers  of  his  Houfhold,   and  Perfons  of  the 
higheit  Diilindion  in  Peking,  whenever  they  are  in- 
difpofcd  ;  and  is  fo  well  fatisfied  with  their  Services, 
that  he  never  makes  a  Progrefs  into  ^artary,  or 
the  Provinces  of  the  Empire,  without  taking  one 
of  thtrm  with  him.     This  great  Monarch  is  alio 
exceedingly  v/ell  pleafed  with  Father  Jartoux,  and 
Brother  Brocard,  they  going  every  Day  to  the  Pa- 
lace, by  his  Majefty's  exprefs  Order.     Th«  former 
is   extremely  well   fl^illed   in  Algebra,  Mechanics, 
and  the  Theory  of  Clocks ;  and  the  latter  has  a  ve- 
ry delicate  Hand  in  making  various  curious  Works 
which  pleafe  the  Emperor.     But  tho'  they  are  fo 
much  employed  by  the  Prince,  they  yet  find  Time 
to  preach  Chrifl,  and  to  inftil  his  Dodrine  into  fuch 
Officers  of  the  Palace  as  ar-e  ordered  to  treat  wirh 
them. 

By  the  Way  (reverend  Father)  you  are  not  to 
form  a  Judgment  of  this  Court,  from  that  of 
France,  and  the  other  European  Countries,  where 
Foreigners  have  an  Opportunity  of  ingratiating 
themlelves  with  the  Learned,  and  with  Perfons  of 
the  higheft  Birth  and  Rank  :  We  meeting  with  no 
fuch  Advantages  in  the  Palace  of  Peking,  When 
we  go  thither,  we  are  put  into  an  Apartment, 
joining  indeed  to  that  of  the  Emperor,  which  is 
a  prodigious  Favour,  and  a  Teftimony  of  the  great 
Confidence  he  repofes  in  us  j  but  as  this  Apartment 
is  at  a  confiderable  Diltanc^-  from  the  Place  where 
the  great  Men  of  the  Empire  alTemble,  we  have 
not  the  leafl  Correfpondence  with  them  ;  and  can 
converle  only  with  fome  Eunuchs,  or  Gentlemen  of 
the  Bcd-Chamber.  We  pals  the  whole  Day  in  this 
Apartment  •,  and  often  don't  come  from  it  'till  very 
late  at  Night,  on  which  Occafions  we  are  greatly  fa- 
tigued 
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tigued.  'Twoiild  be  fcarce  pofTible  for  us  to  bear 
all  thefe  Hardfhips ;  and  to  lead  a  Life  fo  ill  fuited, 
in  outward  Appearance,  to  the  Character  of  Mif- 
fionaries,  were  we  not  excited  to  it  by  God*s  Glory. 
But  the  eafy  Accefs  we  procure,  by  that  Means,  to 
this  Prince,  which  is  of  great  Advantage  to  our 
holy  Religion,  and  gains  us  the  Friendfhip  and 
Proteftion  of  the  Mandarins^  compenfates  for  all 
our  Fatigues. 

I  fhall  not  add  any  Thing  here  (reverend  Father) 
to  what  I  told  you,  in  my  former  Letter,  concern- 
ing our  Houfe  in  Peking^  except  that,  on  the  Front 
of  the  f!ne  Church  lately  built  by  us  in  the  firfl  Inclo- 
fure  of  the  Palace,  in  the  Sight  of  the  whole  Em- 
pire, the  following  Words  are  engraved,  in  Gold, 
in  large  Chineze  Charaders  •,  Tien-chu  tung-chi  Kien  j 
CcsU  Domini  'tcmplum  mandato  Imperatoris  ereSlunty 
i.  e.  '  The  Temple  of  the  Lord  of  Heaven,    built 
*  by  the  Emperor's  Order'.     This  is  one  of  the 
tnoft  beautiful  Edifices  in  Peking  \   we  not  having 
Ipared  any  of  thofe  Ornaments  l^c.    which  might 
raife  the  Curiofity  of  the  Chineze ;  and  invite  to  it 
the  Mandarins^    and  the  moft  confiderable  Perfo- 
.  nages  of  the  Empire,  thereby  to  get  an  Ooportu- 
nity  of  fpeaking  to  them  concerning  God,  and  in- 
ftrufbing  them  in  our  Myfleries.     Tho'  this  Church 
was  not  quite  finifhed  when  I  \dt  Peking^  neverthe- 
lefs  the  Heir-apparent,  the  Emperor's  two  Brothers, 
the  Princes  their  Children,    and  the  greateft  Lords 
of  the  Court,    had  been  feveral  Times  to  view  it. 
Such  Mandarins  as  are  fent  into  the  Provinces,  ex- 
cited by  the  like  Curiofity,  come  thither  alio;  and 
there  form  to  themfelves  a  favourable  Idea  of  our 
Religion,  which  is  of  great  Service    to  us,    when 
they  return  to  their  feveral  Goveriiments.     This 
was  feen  fome  Months  fmce,  in  the  Perfon  of  the 
Viceroy  of  Canton^  a  Man  of  Learning,  but  furpri- 
zingly  zealous  for  the  Cuftoms  of  his  Country,  and 
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a  ftrid  Obferver  of  the  Laws.  The  People  think- 
ing to  take  Advantage  of  this  Frame  of  Mind, 
complained  to  him,  that  one  of  our  MifTionaries 
was  carrying  two  Churches,  by  his  Dire6lion,  to 
too  great  a  Height  •,  the  one  in  Canton^  and  tlic 
other  four  Leagues  from  ir,  in  Fochan^  a  famous 
Town,  no  ways  inferior  to  Canton^  either  with  re- 
gard to  Wealth,  or  the  Number  of  Inhabitants. 
The  People  therefore  infifted  upon  their  being 
pulled  down  ;  at  leaft,  defired  that  they  might  not 
be  carried  to  fo  great  a  Height :  But  the  V^iceroy 
replied ;  fmce  the  Emperor  permits  a  fiill  loftier  Church 
to  he  buih  in  his  Palace^  would  it  not  argue  the  high- 
eft  Prefumption  Jhould  we  concern  ourfehes  with  this  ? 
We  intend  to  build  this  Church  in  the  moft  fplen- 
did  manner  poffible,  in  order  that  it  may  be  fuita^ 
ble  to  the  Majefty  of  the  Place  in  which  Provi- 
dence has  been  fo  gracious  as  to  fix  it ;  and  give  a 
Sandion  to  all  fuch  as  may  be  raifed  in  the  Pro- 
vinces, to  the  greater  Glory  of  God.  Our  King 
was  pleafed  to  fend  thither,  on  board  the  Amphitrite^ 
^  Service  of  Plate,  and  rich  Church  Ornaments  ; 
fo  that  thefe  Mandarins  of  the  Palace  who  faw  them 
at  our  Arrival,  as  well  as  the  Chriftians  we  lliewed 
them  to,  gazed  upon  them  vvith  wonder.  The  on- 
ly Things  now  wanting,  are  about  ten  or  twelve 
large  Pi6lures  to  adorn  the  farther  End,  and  the 
two  Sides  of  the  Church  *. 

Various  Houfes  arc  building  in  the  Provinces, 
for  the  Refidence  of  our  Brethren,  as  well  fuch  as 
arrived  in  China,  with  Father  Boiivet  and  myfelf 
on  board  the  Amphi trite,  as  others  who  came  by 
the' Way  of  India.  We  have  made  Choice  of  the 
Provinces  of  Kiam/t,  Huquam,  and  Chekiam,  as  be- 
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ing  thofe  in  which  the  greateft  Number  of  Souls 
may  be  won  over  to  Chrill. 

Our  Portugucze  Fathers,  who  have  not  Clergy- 
men fufBcienc  to  fuperintend  the  Churches  founded 
in  various  Provinces  of  the  Empire,  intreat  us  to 
fend  them  Fathers  Premare  and  Barborier,  whofc 
Virtue  and  Abilities  are  well  known  to  you.  The 
former  is  gone  to  Kien-chang^  and  the  latter  to 
Thg-cbcu^  a  City  of  the  firlb  Clafs,  far  witiiin  the 
Mountain.9,  which  feparate  the  Province  of  Fokien^ 
from  that  of  Kiam/t.  Father  Barborier,  in  lefs 
than  four  Months,  baptized  near  two  hundred  Per- 
fons.  He  went  to  a  Village,  where  fifty  Catechu- 
mens were  admitted  to  Baptifm.  "  I  found  (lays 
*'  he)  that  the  whole  Village  was  going  to  be  con- 
*'  verted,  all  the  Inhabitants  of  it  crouding  to  hear 
*'  the  Word  of  God  ;  when  their  Fervency  was 
cooled  on  a  fudden,  by  the  Impofture  of  a  Man 
who  inveighed  againft  our  Religion.  This  Wretch 
proclaimed  every  where,  that  the  Chrijiians  ufcd 
to  boil,  in  a  large  Kettle,  the  Bowels  of  a  dead 
"  Man  ;  and  draw  from  thence  an  abominable 
Oil,  which  they  employed  in  the  Ceremony  of 
Baptifm.  He  alTerted  this  Falfhood  with  the  ut- 
"  molt  Infolence  •,  declaring,  that  he  himfelf  had 
been  Eye-witnefs  to  fuch  a  Ceremony  in  Manila^ 
where  he  lived  three  Years.  It  would  be  impof- 
fiblc  to  deicribe  the  Impreflion  which  his  filly 
Words  made  on  all  the  People,  who,  before,  were 
ready  to  embrace  the  Chrifiian  Faith.  My  feve- 
ral  Rcmonihances  were  therefore  to  no  Purpofe, 
tho'  I  dcnionihated  plainly,  by  fhewing  them  our 
Books  and  printed  Catechifms,  that  all  the 
Wretch  had  laid  was  an  errant  Falfity'*. 
Sonie  Time  lince,  the  Tribunal  of  Rites  fent 
the  following  very  favourable  Anfwer,  to  the  Vice- 
roy  of  Cbekiam^    who  had   defired   the  Opinion 
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of  that  Affembly,  with  regard  to  our  fertling  in 
Nimpo. 

"  You  cite  the  Emperor's  laft  Letter ;  and  ob- 
ferve  that  this  Edid  forbids  indeed  the  violating 
any  of  thofe  Churches  which  were  already  built 
to  the  Lord  of  Ileuven  ;   but  that  it  does  not 
mention  any  PermifTion  for  raifing  new  ones ; 
and  thereupon  enquire,    whether  that  of  Nimpo 
may  be  perrr  itted  to  be  carried  on.     You  like- 
wife  cite  another  Anfwer  of  this  Tribunal,   by 
*'  which  we  declared,   that  no  Perfon  fhall  molell 
"  the  European  Leang-hon-gin  *,  who  had  purchafed 
"  a  Houfe  in  Niencheu  ;    and  you  alk  whether  the 
"  fame   Indulgence   muft  be  fliewn  to  the  other 
two  Europeans^  who  lately  purchafed  a  Houfe  in 
Nimpo.     The  Anfwers  we  make  to  your  Quefti- 
ons  are  as  follow.     The  Emperor's  Edidl,  which 
you  yourfelf  cite,  declares  plainly  that  the  Euro- 
pean Fathers  are  Men  of  known  Virtue ;    that 
they  don't  injure  any  Perfon,    but,  on  the  con- 
trary, have  done  confiderable  Services  to  the  Go- 
"  vernmenr.  If  the  Bonzes  and  Lamas -f  are  allowed 
to  fettle  in  China,  and  build  Houfes  in  it,  why 
fhould  not  the  like  Indulgence  be  Ihewn  to  the 
European  Fathers  ?    The  Edict  concludes  with  a 
Ordaining,  that  all  the  Churches  they  then  pof- 
"  fefifcd  fhould  not  be  touched,  nor  the  Perfons  be- 
*'  longing  to  them  molefted  in  any  manner.    Pur- 
fuant  therefore  to  this  Edidt,  to  every  Article  of 
which  we  pay  an  entire  and  perfe(5l  Submiffion, 
we  command  that  the  Church  built  by  the  Euro- 
pean Fathers  in  Nimpo  fhall  not  be  violated,  nor 
their  Perfons  molefted.     Of  this  we  have  infbrm- 
the  Viceroy,  and  the  other  Officers  of  the  Pro- 
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*  The  Cl'ineze  Name  of  Mr.  de  Lyonne,  Bilhop  of  Ro/alia. 
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*'  vince".     The  above  Order  is  dated  the  Begin- 
ning of  ^^//^w^^r,   1702*. 

Father  Golkt^    in  a  Letter  of  his  from  Nimpo^ 
informs  me  of  the  following  Particulars.     "  A 
*'  Heathen  Servant,  whom  I  took  into  our  Houfe, 
•'  in  Hopes  of  converting  him^  attempted  to  poi- 
*'  fon  me.     'Twas  very  eafy  for  him  to  perpetrate 
*'  his  wicked  Defign,  as  he  always  cook*d  my  Vi- 
*'  duals.     He  imagined  it  would  be  no  difficult 
«'  Matter  to  conceal  his  Crime  ;  and  that  as  no  one 
*'  would  be  acquainted  with  it,   he  might  feize, 
"  unmolcfted,  on  whatever  belonged  to  me,  after 
"  my  being  difpatched.     He  then  put  fome  Verdi- 
"  greafe  and  Sublimate  into  the  ViAuals  he  was  pre- 
*'  paring  for  my  Dinner.     Immediately  after  I  had 
*'  eat,  I  was  feized  with  a  violent  Fit  of  the  Head- 
"  ach  ;  and,   an  Hour  after,   felt  a  great  Pain  in 
*'  my  Eyes,  one  of  which  throbbed  as  tho'  it  had 
"  been  pricked  with  Needles.     In  the  mean  Time 
the  Sky  was  overfpread,    and  threatned  a  great 
*'  Storm  ;  for  which  Reafon,  I  iifcribed  my  Indif- 
"  pofition  to  the  bad  Weather,  and  faid  fo  to  one 
*'  of  my  Domefticks.     The  Servant  who  had  poi- 
*'  foned  me  went  out  of  the  Houfe,  but  returned 
*'  an  Inftant  after,  telling  me,  that  a  Dragon  had 
*'  been  fcen  in  the  Air,   out  of  the  City  ;  and  that 
*'  the  Governor,    and  the  General  of  the  Militia 
*'  or  Soldiery,  were  gone  to  view  it.     I  concluded, 
*•=  from    what  he  told   me,    that  the  Storm  was 
"  blowing  over,    whence  I  flattered  myfelf  that  I 
*'  fhould  loon  be  better.  In  the  Evening  I  fupped  in 
*'  the  fame  manner  that  I  had  dined,  that  is,  upon 
poi foned  Eggs.     My  Cook  being  refolved  to  be 
a  Spedator  of  their  Operation,    flaid  with  me 
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*  If  this  Edi£l  be  ftrldly  true,  Ms  a  remarkable  Proof  of 
the  great  Power  the  Jefuits  had  raifed  them'civ'es  to  in  China  } 
this  Tribunal  having,  'till  ther,  been  always  the  greateft  Stickler 
againll  the  Chriftian  Religion.  * 
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all  Supper-time,  when  I  telling  him,  how  great- 
ly it  would  be  to  his  Sours  Advantage  to  turn 
Chriftian ;  he  pretended  to  approve  of  my  kea- 
fons,  but  made  feveral  Excufes,  in  order  to  de- 
lay his  Baptifm,  which,  however,  he  protefted 
Ihould  be  performed  in  a  Fortnight.  He  doubt- 
lefs  imagined,  that  it  would  not  be  in  my  Powet*, 
at  that  Time,  to  call  upon  him  to  keep  his 
Word.  I  had  a  very  bad  Night  i  and,  in  the 
Morning,  felt  a  violent  Pain  in  my  Stomach, 
which  continued  all  that  Day  and  the  following, 
'till  two  in  the  Morning,  when  I  rofe  up,  it  be- 
ing impoflible  for  me  to  get  a  Wink  of  Sleep.  1 
now  had  vaftly  ftrong  Fits  of  Vomiting,  which 
tortured  me  exceedingly  ;  and  all  I  caft  up  tafted 
like  Poifon  •,  but  taking  an  Antidote,  I  foon 
found  Eafe.  I  then  returned  Thanks  to  God  for 
his  great  Goodnefs  to  me,  and  was  pretty  eafy 
during  the  Remainder  of  the  Night.  Day-light 
being  come,  I  perceived  that  what  the  Vomit 
had  forced  from  me,  was  Verdigreafe  mixed  with 
another  white  Compofition,  to  which  I  was  a 
Stranger,  but  was  afiured  that  it  was  fublimate, 
called  by  the  Chmze^  Sin.  'Twas  likewife  known 
to  be  a  real  Poifon,  by  two  other  Symptoms,  to 
which  feveral  Perfons  were  Eye-witnefles.  Hea- 
ven be  praifed  for  preferving  me  "  ?  Father  GollH 
does  not  fay  what  became  of  this  wicked  Servant. 
As  the  Paffage  from  Nimpo  to  Japan  takes  but  5 
or  4  Days,  when  the  Wind  is  favourable  ;  and  that 
feveral  Ships  fail  annually  from  this  Port  to  Nanga' 
facky  I  had  the  Curiofity  to  enquire  concerning  the 
State  of  that  great  Empire.  Here  follows  what  Fa- 
ther Gollet  was  told  by  two  Chineze^  the  firft  of 
whom  had  failed  thither  five  Times;  and  the  fe- 
cond,  whom  I  myfelf  fpoke  to,  was  but  juft  come 
from  it.  The  latter  had  an  Inclination  to  turn  Chri- 
ftiany  and  would  have  certainly  become  a  Convert 
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before  now,  had  not  his  Refolution  of  going  a  fe- 
cond  Time  to  Japan  prevented  him. 

Nang^fack,  called  by  the  Cbineze  Cham-kf\  is  an 
open  Town  of  about  feven  or  eight  thoufand  Inha- 
bitants.    'Tis  furrounded  with  Mountains,    whofc 
Summits  arc  covered  with  Fir-trees,    and  the  feve- 
ral  Eminences  cultivated.     The  Town,    which  is 
but  a  League  from  the  Sea,  flands  on  the  Side  of  a 
River,  the  Mouth  of  which  is  very  narrow.     The 
Japaneze  have  fortified  it   with  ftrong  Entrench- 
ments, and  two  Batteries  of  Cannon.     Such  diligent 
Watch  is  kept  there.  Night  and  Day,  that  the  Mo- 
ment they  fpy  a  Ship,  two  light  Veffels  go  and  take  a 
View  of  it,  in  order  to  make  their  Report  to  the  Ge- 
neral of  the  Militia.     If  'tis  a  Cbineze  or  Butch  Ship, 
fhe  is  permitted  to  come  into  the  Harbour,  thofe 
two  Nations  being  allowed  the  Liberty  to  trade  at 
Cham-ki ;  but  they  are  excluded  all  the  red  of  the 
Ports  of  Japan^  into  vi^hich  if  they  enter,   they  are 
feized,  and  their  Effects  confifcated.     This  was  the 
Fate,  about  eight  Years  fince,   of  a  Cbineze  Ship, 
which,  being  buffetted  by  a  Storm,  and  upon  the 
Point  of  fuffering  Shipwreck,  ran  into  the  Port  of 
Sacbuma  *.     The  Governor  of   the  Town  immedi- 
ately imprifoned  the  Captain  and  the  whole  Crew, 
as  Infringers  of  the  Laws  of  the  Empire.     Never- 
thclefs,  being  informed  of  the  Difafter  of  the  Crew, 
who  had  run  into  Sacbuma  only  to  prevent  their  be- 
ing caft  away,  he  was  moved  to  CompalTion ;  caus'd 
their  Ship  to  be  refitted  *,   and  fent  them,  under  a 
Guard,  to  Cbam-ki.     The  Cbimze  are   treated,  in 
Japan^  in  manner  following. 

As  foon  as  a  Cbineze  Ship  comes  into  the  Har- 
bour, the  Town-officers  go  thither,  to  take  an  ex- 
act Account  of  the  Ship's  Crew  and  Cargo.  On 
thefe  Occafions  the  moil  narrow  Search  is  made  : 
The  Japaneze  open  the   Trunks,    peep   into  the 

*  I  i'uppofc,  this  is  t'ae  Pore  called  Satcuma,  in  Molh  Maps. 
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fteds  and  Coverlets,  cut  open  the  I  jnings  of  Cloach?^ 
/beat  on  every  Side  of  tiie  Hogflieads,  (s^c.  to  fee 
'  whether  they  be  full  or  empty.  If  the  Officers  meeC 
with  any  Chineze  Books,  they  fometimesturn  them 
dveri  but  commonly  throw  them  into  the  Sea,  to 
fpare  themfelvcs  the  Trouble  of  examining  them. 
They  afterwards  afk  every  iVrfon  his  Age  and  Profef- 
fion  •,  and  enquire  particularly  concerning  his  Reli- 
gion. The  Examination  being  ended,  they  lay  upon 
Deck  a  Brafs  Plate,  a  Foot  long,  and  half  a  FooC 
broad,  on  which  the  Image  of  our  Saviour,  hang- 
ing on  the  Crofs,  is  engraved  ♦,  and  oblige  every 
Pcrfon  to  walk  bare-headed  and  bare-footed  over 
this  Image.  In  fine,  they  read  a  long  Scroll,  filled 
with  bitter  Invedives againfl  the  Cbrijitan  Religion ; 
and  containing  an  Abilradl  of  the  Edicts^  which 
forbid  the  Profefllon  of  it  in  Japan.  The  Enquiry 
being  ended,  the  Chineze  (eight  at  a  Time)  are  put 
into  Boats,  and  carried  to  their  Diftrict  or  Quarter 
Being  arrived  at  the  v  Gate  of  it,  they  are  fcarched 
again,  to  prevent  their  bringing  in  any  Gin-feiig^  or 
other  prohibited  Goods. 

The  Chineze  Diitridt  flands  on  the  Declivity  of 
a  Hill,  whence  is  a  Profpe6t  of  the  whole  Town* 
This  Diftrid  has  two  Inclofures,  and  two  Gates. 
The  firft  Inclofure  is  only  a  Kind  of  Area,  whither 
the  Japaneze  come  and  fell  their  Goods  to  the  Chi- 
neze.  All  the  Japaneze  are  not  allowed  to  enter  it  j 
thofe  only  who  have  obtained  Leave,  for  that  Pur- 
pofe,  from  the  General  of  the  Militia.  This  Per- 
miflion  is  writ  on  a  fmall  Piece  of  Wood,  which 
every  Perfon  who  has  this  Leave  muft  wear  by  his 
Side.  The  fecond  Inclofure  contains  nine  Rows  of 
Buildings,  which  are  as  fo  many  Inns.  In  eacli  Row 
are  feven  Apartments,  where  the  whole  Crovv  of  a 
Chineze  Ship  are  commoJio'.ifiy  lodged.  They  are 
not  furnilbcd  with  tiie  necelfary  Utcnliisj  as  Difhes, 
Plates,  Umbrellos,  Fans  •,  nor  are  permitted  to  ufe 
\ou  IL  O  thofe 
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thofe  belonging  to  their  Ship,  thcfe  being  put  up 
into  a  Warehoufe,  at  their  Arrival  •,  for  which  Rea- 
fon  they  are  obliged  to  purchafe  thofc  leveral  Things. 
The  Chineze  are  allowed  full  Liberty  to  enter  into 
the  firft  Inclofure  of  their  Habitation,  but  not  to 
go  out  of  it ;  that  being  permitted  to  none  but  the 
principal  Merchants,  who  go,  by  Order  of  the  Ge- 
neral to  the  Fortrefs,  to  view  and  make  Choice  of 
whatever  Goods  may  be  for  their  Purpofe.  Nor 
are  the  Japaneze  allowed  to  go  out  of  the  firft  In- 
clofure into  the  fecond  ;  and  any  Perfon  who  (hould 
prefumc  to  fet  his  Foot  in  it,  would  be  beat  by  the 
Soldiers  upon  Duty.  With  regard  ro  the  Mer- 
chandize which  the  Chineze  bring  to  Japatty  they 
are  not  unladen,  but  continue  on  board,  under  the 
Care  of  a  Japaneze  Centinel,  till  the  General,  who 
manages  the  whole  Trade  of  the  Country,  fends 
one  of  his  Domeftics  to  fetch  fuch  as  he  had  pitch- 
ed upon,  in  the  Catalogue  prefented  to  him. 

The  Habitation  of  the  Vntcb  is  neither  fo  fpaciou?, 
nor  fo  agreeably  fituated  as  ihat  of  the  Chineze ;  but 
then  it  is  neat  and  better  built,  they  tlicmfelves 
having  raifed  it  at  their  own  Expence.  It  ftands 
on  the  River-fide,  upon  a  Flat.  The  Japaneze 
keep  a  ftridter  Eye  over  the  Dutch  than  over  the 
Chineze.  Whenever  a  Butch  Ship  comes  into  the 
Harbour,  none  but  the  principal  Merchants  are  per- 
mitted to  go  afliore.  A  ftrong  Guard  is  then  fee 
over  them  ;  and  they  are  not  fufFered  to  come  out 
of  their  Diftrid,  till  fuch  Time  as  their  Ships  let 
fail,  that  is,  for  three  or  four  Months.  The  Butch 
fent,  laft  Year,  four  Ships  to  Japan^  and  the  Chi- 
neze about  forty. 

Tho*  I  was  extremely  defirous  of  knowing  whe- 
ther any  Chriftians  ftill  remained  in  Japan^  in  which 
our  Religion  flourifhed  fo  greatly  Jail  Century,  I 
yet  was  not  able  to  learn  any  Particulars  concerning 
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It  *.     In  all  Probability,    the  Emperors  of  Japan-^ 
who,  after  near  a  Century,    have  employed  fuch  a 

Variety 

•  As  no  Europeans  but  the  Dutch  are  permitted  to  trade  (and 
that  with  the  llridteft  Limitations)  to  J  apart,  we  are  far  from 
having  a  thorough  Knowledge  of  this  Country,  which  is  an 
Empire  compofed  of  feveral  Iflands,  fituated  to  the  Eaft  of  the 
Empire  of  Chhia.  The  laigell  of  the(e  Iflands,  whence  the 
whole  Empire  is  named,  is  Jupan  or  Niphon,  being  about  tco 
Leagues  long  ;  and  between  33  and  50  broad  ;  and  tiie  chief 
Towns  are  Mcaco,  Saccai,  and  Vedo.  The  fecond  Illand  ia 
Bofj^ro,  or  Sacoci,  being  about  53  L  •agues  round,  whofe  Capi- 
tal is  Bongo,  On  the  Weft  lies  the  C;ty  of  "NanT^afahi  where  the 
Dutch  have  a  Faftory.  The  thir  ]  Ifland  is  Tcnja^  and  is  near 
40  Leagues  in  Circumference,  and  xXw  clu'cf  City  is  "Nanja  or  A- 
rva.  Thefe  three  Iflands  form  the  F.rnpire  oi  Japan,  to  which  are 
fubordinate  a  great  number  of  fmall  Iflands,  intermixed  with» 
and  lying  round,  them  ;  as  the  fuialler  Llands  about  Great  Bri^ 
tain.  T.ie  I'.mpiifi  of  Japan  extends  fom  the  jon  to  the  3S1I1 
Di'gree  of  Nijt..  Lititude,  and  is  about  130  Degrees  to  the 
EuK  of  London.  i'he  Air  is  ^.ealt jfii.  nd  moderately  warm  ; 
but  to  the  North  of  tlie  Mountains  wliich  crofs  Japan^  che  Win- 
ters are  ve:y  icvcrc,  great  Qiimti  ies  o.    ■  '  ^w  falling. 

The  general  Oj  ia  oa  is,  tnat  thcfe  IHanJs  were  lirft  peopled 
from  China  ;  but  ot.-.ers  believe,  w  ih  more  f  robability,  that 
the  ^ap.'iKcze  are  defcended  from  tiie  E^fiern  Tartan,  they  prac- 
ticing ieveral  Cultoms  of  the  latter,  tiie  contrary  of  which  pre- 
vail m  China.  We  are  told  that  the  Japaneze  were  banilhed 
from  China,  for  their  Rebellion,  about  tfoo  Years  fmce ;  and 
thereupon  changed  all  their  Cuftoms,  to  exprefs  their  Deteftation 
of  tho'.'e  who  had  expelled  them  their  Country  ;  but  others  think 
this  improbable.  Their  Palaces  are  faid  to  be  exceedingly  magni- 
ficent, and  that  the  Roofs  are  of  gold,  which  may  be  true,  in  cife 
thefe  iilauds  abound  fo  much  with  that  Metal  as  Travellers  pre- 
tend. The  yapane:::.c  build  with  VVood,  and  their  Houfes  are 
Commonly  bat  of  one  S:ory.  Their  Apartments  are  very  com- 
modious, the  Partitions  being  made  to  fold  like  a  Screen  ;  by 
which  Means  they  can  eafily  throw  feveral  Rooms  into  one. 
The  Houfes  of  their  great  Men  arc  vvainicutted  with  Cedar ;  the 
Ceilings  are  painted  and  gilded,  tiie  Floors  paved  and  covered 
with  fine  Mats*  and  the  Doers  beautifully  varnilhed.  The 
Houfes  of  the  inferior  People  are  only  ot  Clay  Walls,  with 
thatch'd  Roofs.  No  Glafs  is  ufed  in.  the  Windows,  but  only 
wooden  Shutters.  Tiie  Japarezc  cat  and  n:^ep  upon  Mats,  they 
ufmg  neither  Beds,  Ta.)lc:.,  iv.r  Chair?.  The  Rooms  are  ufu- 
ally  furnifl^ed  with  Cabineti-,  Skrecns,  Chma-ware  ;   and  hung 
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Variety  of  Methods  to  extirpate  the  Chriftian  Faith, 
fo  far  as  to  expofc  thofe  who  had  embraced  it  to  the 

mod 


with  Piftures  or  printed  Paper.    At  Night  every  Ward  is  fliut 
up.  Lanihorns  arc  hung  out,  and  a  ftria  Watch  is  kfipt. 

The  y<j/>tf«^x/ delight  much  in  Mafquerades  and  i'lays,  the 
Subjcfls  ol  which  are  commonly  taken  from  the  Hiftory  of  their 
Country.  The  Emperor  is  frequently  prefcnl  at  them,  and  their 
Nobles  are  often  the  chief  Aftors.  They  vifit  every  Year  the 
Tombs  of  their  Anccftors,  on  which  Occafion  a  fplendid  Ftall 
is  made.  Their  Culloms  and  Manners  are  (aid  to  be  the  very 
Counter-part  to  ours  j  fuch  as,  that  White  is  wornc  for  Mourn- 
ing, and  Black  and  Red  on  joyful  Occafions ;  that  they  mount 
en  Horfcback  on  the  right  Side  ;  think  the  blacked  I'ceth  the 
moll  beautiful :  fit  down  when  any  Perfon  comes  to  vifit  them  { 
drink  their  Liquors  warm  in  Summer  :  fiut  poilibly  there  may  be 
little  Truth  in  all  this. 

The  only  Nations  they  trade  with  are  the  C/.'itieze,  the  Dutd', 
and  the  Inhabitants  of  jej^o.  The  Iflands  of  Japan  were  firlt 
difcovercd  by  fome  Ponugueze,  call  away  by  a  Storm  in  1541, 
and  who  in  i  ^49,  came  thither  again  in  Hopes  of  ftnd.ng  Gold. 
They  brought  Saint  Francis  Xaiier  with  them,  who  preached  tliC 
(jofpil  there,  by  the  Favour  of  the  Portugueze  who  traded  into 
this  Country,  and  maJe  a  very  great  number  of  Cjnverts.  I'he 
Chrijiicin  Religion  flourilhed  to  luch  a  Degree,  tijat  before  the 
Year  1622,  tlirce  petty  Kings,  a  confidirable  numUr  of  the 
principal  Men,  and  vail  numbers  of  the  common  People  had 
embraced  Chrillianity,  if  the  MifTionarics  may  be  credited.  A. 
bout  this  Time  an  F.didl  was  publiflied,  for  extirpating  all  the 
ChriJUaJii  in  the  Japaveze  Empire  ;  the  Emperor  bemg  afraid 
that  the  MifTinnaries  and  Converts  would  dellroy  both  i.ib  Go- 
vernment, and  the  ileligion  of  the  Country.  1  his  was  ful, owed 
by  fo  cruel  a  Perfecution,  that  'tis  commonly  believed  tiure  is 
rot  one  Chriftian  left  in  Japan  ;  nor  are  any  Perlons  who  own 
thcmfelves  to  be  Chr:f:ians  fufFered  to  come  into  its  Pons.  I  he 
Enemies  to  the  Dutch  affirm,  that  thefe,  in  order  to  engrofs  Ible- 
ly  this  Trade,  trampled  upon  Chrift's  Crof?,  and  employed  eve- 
ry other  iMethod  by  which  they  could  Ihew  their  Aor.orjenco  of 
the  Chriftian  Faith.  Some  declare,  that  the  Dutch  raikd  tlie 
Emperor's  Sufpicion  with  regard  to  the  PortuyuezCf  men-Iy  in 
the  V'ie»v  of  getting  all  the  Fr.ide  of  that  Country  into  tfieir 
own  Hands.  The  Dutch  aflert,  in  their  Defence,  that  when 
Chrillianity  had  greatly  increafed  in  thefe  Iflands,  the  Portu  utze 
Clergy  began  to  preach  up  the  Independance  of  the  Chur*.h,  af- 
firming, that  they  were  not  fubjedl  to  any  temporal  Prince;  a 
Circumllance  which  made  the  Emperor  of  Japan  apprcjheniive, 
lj;::t  tJiey  iiucndi'd  to  dethrone  Iiim.     The  Chriftiansy    on  that 
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mod  cruel  Torments,  have  at  laft  entirely  complc  at- 
cd  its  Kuin.     A  certain  Circumdancc  is,    no  Mif- 

Iionary 

Occafion,  tcuk  up  Arms,  and  defeated  a  Body  of  the  King*s 
Forces;  but  the  ijnperur  marching  againlt  them  in  Peifon  with 
a  confiderablc   Army,  a  general  Kattle  was  fought,  which  lalled 
three  D.iys,  and  at  hll  the  Chrijiians  wtrecniiiely  routed  ;  and 
in  the  Spa«.    of  a  few  Days  fixty  Thoufand  of  them  luft  their 
Lives,  either  in   Battle  or  by  Torture  ;    the  Government  after- 
wards not  fparing  either  Men,  Women,  or  Children,  who  bore 
any  Relation  to  the  Chrifiiam  ;    infomuch,    that   whenever  a 
Chriftian  Prieft  was  difcovered  in  any  Houfe,  not  only  the  Ma- 
iler of  it,  but  even  the  whole  Neighbourhood,  were  ruin'd  ;  and 
alt  fufpefted  Perfons  were  obliged  to  fign  an  Inftrumcnt,  expref- 
fing  their  Abhorrence  of  the  Chri/tian  Faith.     Some  Authors 
declare,  that  this  Perfecution  was  owing  to  the  Villainy  of  a  Na- 
tive of  BrtiJJelst  who  having  communiciited   to  the  Emperor  a 
Letter  which  he  pretended  to  have  found  on  board  a  Porti^^ueze 
Ship,  wherein  an  Account  was  given  of  a  Plot  that  was  hatch- 
ing, «u;«  for  the  Porfugueze  to  feize  upon  the  Government,  by  the 
Alfillance  of  their  Japanexe  Converts ;    the  Ktiipcror  caufed  all 
the  Chr:fti4ins  to  be  inhumanly  butchered,    without  Dillin<flion 
qf  Age  or  Sex.    However,  many  doubt  the  Truth  ot  this  Af- 
fertion.     Be  this  as  it  will,  *tis  thought  that  the  Chrijtiam  are 
quite  extirpated  out  of  Japan  ;  yet  Ibme  pretend  that  there  mull 
itill  be  Chriftians  there,    as  CommilTions   have  been  fince  lent, 
(not  many  Years  fince)  from  jfapan  to  Chinay    ordering  Crnffes 
to  be  painted  on  certain  Vafes :  And  that  fome  Japaneze  feni, 
to  Canton  forHofts  or  Wafers.     Farther,  that  in  171 7,  two  Jc- 
fuits  and  a  fecular  Priefl  had  been  cad  away  ncdit  Japan;  and  that 
getting  on  Shore,  they  met  with  a  great  number  ot  tervent  Chri' 
Jtians,  but  this  Account  is  thought  to  want  Confirmation.    The 
Reader  may  fee  a  Defcription  ot  the  Dutch  Fad\ory  in  Thevenot, 
A  Japaueze  Dictionary  was  printed  at  'Nangajak. 

The  Dutch  carry  to  Japan  great  Quantities  of  raw  and 
wrought  Silks,  Cloth,  Deer-skins,  raw  Hides,  Hemp,  Quick- 
filver.  Wool,  Linen,  Cloves,  Pepper,  Musk,  Camphire,  Borax, 
Sugar,  China  Ware,  Elephants  Teeth,  k^c.  and  receive  in  re- 
turn, Gold,  Silver,  line  Copper,  Cabinets,  and  other  Japan 
and  lackered  Ware.  This  i'rade  is  of  the  s^reateft  Advantage 
to  the  Dutchy  they  purchafing,  with  their  SpivPs,  almoft  all  the 
Commodities  they  carry  to  Japan  j  whereas  all  other  Nations 
mull  buy  thofe  Goods  with  I'reafure.  Had  we  our  Share  of  Jie 
Spice  Trade,  we  need  fend  but  very  little  Treafure  to  India, 
which  is  almoft  the  only  Thing  we  do  fend  thither.  Spices  are 
a")  much  eReemed  in  Jfia  as  in  Europe  j  and  fomc  think  the 
Dutch  vend  (nore  in  the  former  than  in  the  latter^ 
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fionary  can  ever  enter  the  Japaneze  Empire,  fo  long 
as  this  rigorous  Search  fhall  be  made  at  the  Arrival 

of 

Mofl  of  the  Cattle  and  Poultry  of  Europe  are  feen  in  Japan. 
The  chief  Grain  is  Rice,  and  tliey  alfo  have  good  red  Wheat. 
The  Husbandmen  a'e  next  to  Slaves.  Their  Gardens  are  beau- 
tiful. There'is  a  Mountain  in  Jap^m,  fo  very  high,  that  fome 
think  it  exceeds  the  Pike  of  Tenerife  ;  here  alfo  are  eight  Vul- 
canoes.  The  Japaneze  are  excellent  Mechanics,  and  famous 
for  their  fine  Varnilh,  and  Lacker. 

Their  Learning  is  of  no  great  Compafs,  it  confifting  only  in 
Kcading,  Writing,  in  the  Hiftory  of  their  own  Country,  the 
Myfteries  of  Religion,  and  in  fome  Rules  of  Morality.  Their 
Charadlers  are  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  Chinezet  and  they 
don't  call  up  their  Accounts  with  Figures,  but  ufe  a  little  Board, 
with  parallel  Lines  and  a  Bead,  which  they  Aide  from  one  to 
the  other  like  the  Chineze.  They  have  but  a  flender  Skill  in 
Phyfic,  and  never  let  Blood.  The  Japaneze  apply  themfelves 
very  much  to  the  Study  of  Aftrology.  They  pretend  to  have 
liad  Printing  and  Gunpowder  among  them  long  before  the  £«- 
ropeans :  As  to  Geography,  they  were  fo  very  ignorant  of  it, 
that  befort;  the  Arri\  ul  of  the  Eutopfansy  they  divided  this  Globe 
of  ours  into  three  Parts,  China,  Jap^n_  and  Siam  ;  imagining 
there  were  no  other  Countries  but  thele. 

The  Japaneze  Ifl'.nds  are  fubjed  to  an  Emperor,  under  whom 
are  fifty  or  more  pet  y  Kings,  who  enjoy  fovereign  Power  in 
their  refpeftive  Dominions,  hut  are  liable  to  be  depofed  or  pu- 
niftied  by  the  fupreme  Monarch.  Antiently  this  King  was  both 
Sovereign  and  High  pneit  of  thefe  Iflands  \  but  fince,  the  Dairo 
or  High-priert,  who  is  a  Defcendant  of  the  former  Monarchs, 
has  no  Share  of  the  Sovereignty,  thi  being  enjoyed  by  another 
Family.  The  Emperor  commits  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  four  principal  Minifters.  The  Monarch  is  fo  very 
jealous  of  his  Power,  that  Spies  are  difperfed  throughout  evtry 
I'art  of  his  Dominions.  Some  Travellers  relate  that  this  Prince 
has  near  fi  ur  hundred  thoufand  Foot  in  Pay,  in  War-time  ;  a 
Circumllance  which  does  not  appear  probable,  as  we  never  hear 
of  his  being  engaged  in  any  foreign  Wars. 

Crimes  are  puniflied  with  great  Severity,  and  every  Father  of 
a  Family  has  the  Power  of  Life  and  Death.  There  are  no 
Courts  of  Jultice  in  this  Country,  and  few  written  Laws.  Great 
Offenders  are  commonly  cither  burnt,  crucified  with  the  Head 
downwards,  torne  to  Pieces  with  Horfes,  or  boiled  in  Oil.  The 
Japaneze  are  Idolaters,  and  worihip  the  Pianets,  with  feveral 
mcnftrous  Idols.  Xaca  and  Amida  are  their  principal  Gods. 
MoH  of  them  believe  the  Immortality  of  the  SjuI,  a  State  of 
Rewards  and  Punifliments,   and  Tranrmigtauon.     7'heje  are  a 

great 
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oF  all  Ships.  The  Father  of  Mercies  will  gain  us 
Accefs  to  it,  whenever  he  in  his  Wifdom  fhall  diink 

proper. 

great  number  of  Convents,  for  both  Sexes,  who  lead  a  Life  of 
Celibacy.  In  the  City  of  Meaco  ftand^  a  vaftly  large  Temple, 
in  which  is  a  Copper  Idol,  whofe  Head  reaches  to  the  Roof. 
The  Bonzes  are  very  much  refpefted  by  the  Emperor.  They 
inculcate  the  Praftice  of  the  greateft  Aufterities,  Morality,  and 
a  Contempt  of  Riches ;  but  theRomi/j  Miflionaries  declare  them 
to  be  the  moft  jinifhed  Hypocrites. 

Perfons  of  DiiHnftion  are  married  in  the  Temples  by  their 
Bonzes.  The  Men  are  allowed  to  have  as  many  Concubines  as 
they  can  keep.  The  procuring  Abortion  is  not  confidered  as  a 
Crime  ;  and  poor  People,  or  fuch  as  are  unmarried,  may  deftroy 
their  Female  Infants ;  but  thofe  Males,  whofe  Parents  are  indi- 
gent, are  brought  up  at  the  Expence  of  the  Governmen  .  The 
Japatiezet  like  the  hctransy  burn  the  Bodies  of  their  Dead.  On 
thefe  Occafions,  the  Relations  and  the  Bonzes  attend  with  great 
Ceremony,  and  lighted  Torches,  Lanthorns,  Brafs  Bafons,  with 
Baskets  of"  Flowers,  are  carried.  The  eldell  Child  fe.ts  Fire  to  the 
Pile,  which  is  always  out  of  the  Town.  The  Body  i>  confum- 
ed  to  Aflies,  and  thefe  are  put  into  a  gilded  Urn  ;  and  after  being 
hung  up  in  the  Houfe  for  fome  Time,  the  Urn  is  interred  witii 
great  Solemnity. 

To  the  North  of  Japan  lies  the  Land  of  Jeffo ;  but  whether 
thefe  two  Countries  join  to  one  another  is  not  yet  known.  We 
are  but  very  little  acquainted  witn  the  Land  o'i'j'ejfo  j  the  moft  we 
know  is,  that  the  Natives  are  neither  fo  cruel  nor  deformed  as 
they  were  declared  to  be  by  the  Dutch^  who  difcovered  it  in 
164;.  Some  think  that  Jeffa  joins  to  America^  affirming  that 
the  Natives  of  thofe  feveral  Parts  refemble  one  another.  The 
Perfons  in  queftion  alfo  imagined,  that  America  was  peopled  that 
Way,  but  to  this  many  Objeftions  may  be  raifed.  We  are 
told  that  a  French  Soldier  in  the  Expedition  of  Mr.  de  Sale, 
and  who,  after  that  Commander's  death,  advanced  as  far  as  A- 
cianibas,  to  the  Weft  of  Canada,  declared  that  thofe  People  in- 
formed him,  that  they  exchange  their  Gold  for  Iron  with  a 
Nation  fituated  twelve  Days  Journey  Weftward  ;  and  he  fup- 
pofed  this  Nation  to  be  the  Japancze,  Still  this  is  but  Con- 
jefture.  However,  thus  much  feems  agreed,  that  Tartary  or 
yejo  extend  fo  far  Northward,  that  no  Ships  have  ever  been 
able  to  fail  beyond  them  ;  and  'tis  thought  never  will,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  Obftacles  which  feem  infurmountable.  Abo  it  1652, 
the  Dutch  Ea/t-India  Company  fent  to  difcover  the  North-call: 
Paflage  ;  it  being  imagined  that  Ships  might  pafs  through  the 
Cjo\^\\  oi  Julian  to  iht 'Tartarian  Sea.  In  1652  and  i6i;5, 
iome  Perfons  fcntour  by  them  arriving  upon  the  Coall  '^JfJJo, 
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proper.  'I'he  Chineze  have  given  me  a  Draught  of 
the  Entrance  of  the  River  Nangafak^  which  is  here 
annexed. 

By  the  Way,  Nimpo  is  one  of  thofe  Ports  which 
the  Emperor  of  Chtiia  has  opened  to  Foreigners. 
The  EurGpCciHs  are  not  yet  come  thither  ;  the  Eng- 
Ji/lj  calling  Anchor  at  Chujan  *,  an  Ifland  lying  to 
the  North-eaft,  eighteen  or  twenty  Leagues  from 
Jt^impo.  Their  fir  it  Arrival  there  was  occafioned 
by  their  not  being  able  to  find  the  Courfe  to  Nimpc^ 
among  the  many  Ifiands  lying  on  that  Coafl.  From 
that  Time  the  Mandarins  of  Cbufan,  which  is  an 
exceeding  good  Port,  but  not  very  convenient  for 
Traffic,  procured  Orders  from  Court,  to  keep  them 
there.  I  refided  with  them  in  that  Fadory,  from 
the  End  of  January  to  the  firft  of  March  laft 
(1703,)  when  we  fet  fail  for  England. 

Mr.  CaicbpQle,  their  chief  Agent  in  all  the  Ports 
of  Chinay  would  not  permit  me  to  lodge  any  where 
but  at  his  Houfe  •,  he  faying,  jocofely,  that  the 
Mandarins  had  delivered  me  into  his  Hands.  In- 
deed, the  Mandarin  of  the  Cuftoms,  my  Friend, 
fpoke  to  him  for  that  Purpofe,  when  I  went  to  Chu- 
jan. I  muft  obferve,  concerning  the  Englifh  fettled 
there,  that  their  Behaviour  does  Honour  to  them- 
ftlves,  and  to  all  the  Europeans.  The  Monies  they 
fpend,andthe  Piefcntsthey  hd\ovf  on  x\\(i  Mandarins 
(it  being  necefiary  to  be  liberal  on  fome  Occafions) 
has  gained  them  very  gnat  Reputation  f.     On  the 

other 

in  thp  50th  Degree  of  North  Latitude,  came  into  a  narrow  Sea, 
the  oppofite  Siiore  of  which  thty  eaiied  Company's  Land^  but 
failed  no  farther.  Notwiihilandinj;  thefe  Dilcoveries,  'tis  not 
yet  known  whcth.ery  ._p  be  a  Part  o{'Tartary  ;  and  as  to  finding 
a  PaiTage  to  li.e  Noith  VdW,  all  Thoughts  of  it  are  now  laidafide. 

*  The  French  write  it  Ttchiou  chan  :  How  different  from  Cl^- 
fan,  the  Name  by  which  ir  is  called  in  Mo!l\  Alaps  ! 

■\  I  believe  it  may  he  jullly  cbferved,  that  no  Nation  nre 
ir.ore  liberal  of  their  Morny,  in  foreign  Countries,  tiian  the 
S.K^hp7  i    a  Circumllaiicc  I  inyftlf  cblcrved  when  in  Fran:e. 
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other  Hand,  the  Coolnefs  and  Temper  with  which 
they  carry  on  their  Traffic,  wins  them  the  Efteem 
of  all  Perfons  who  have  any  Concerns  with  them. 
They  are  very  fenfible  that  Paflion  and  Anger  have 
no  Effe6t  upon  the  Chineze^   nor  a  hafty  and  fnap- 
pifli  Way  of  Dealing.     The  only  Method  for  a 
Man  to  gain  their  Favour,  is  to  iet  forth  his  Rea- 
fons  in  the  cooled  Manner  ;  the  Chineze  being  of 
fuch  a  Difpofition,    as  to  defpife  the  moll  rational 
Arguments  if  delivered  with  Anger.     The  Englijh 
Servants  and  Sailors  are  modeft  and  referved  5  and 
did  not  give  the  lead  Caule  for  Complaint.     As  I 
feemed  furprized  at  this,    they  told  me,   that  the 
EaJi^Indifl  Company  had  ordered  them,  not  to  re- 
gard fo  much  their  pecuniary  Interefl,  as  their  Be- 
haviour, which  they  defired  might  be  fuch  as  would 
refle<5l  an  Honour  on  their  Country,  and  ingratiate 
them  with  the  Chineze  *. 

Whillt  our  Miflionarics  were  fettling  in  Chekiam 
and  Kiam/if^  Father  Hervieu  was  building  new 
Churches  in  Huquaniy  a  Province  iituated  almoft  in 
the  Center  of  China, 

You  poQibly  will  wonder,  reverend  Father,  that 
I  have  not  writ  to  you  concerning  our  Settlement  in 
Canton.  It  confills  only  of  one  Houfe,  which  ^^^ 
t\\tx  Vifdelou  and  myfelf  purchafed  ten  Years  fince,  for 
lodging  our  Mifiionaries,  and  the  other  Succours  fent 
us  from  Europe.  Father  Bouvet  refided  in  it  two 
Months,    when  the  Emperor  fent  him  to  France, 


i      i 
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PofTibiy  fome  of  oar  Countrymen  would  deferve  more  Applaufe, 
if  they  were  becter  Oeconoinills,  or  laid  out  their  Money  in  a 
more  graceful  Manner.  This  is  fpoke  only  of  many  of  our 
Gentlemen  who  travel  ;  ff.r  as  to  our  Merchants,  none,  I 
believe,  adl  with    greater  Prudence. 

*  I  believe  moH  of  niy  Readers  will  be  pleafcd  with  the  Im- 
partiality and  Policenefs  of  the  Father  on  this  Occafion,  a  Con- 
dud  worthy  the  Imication  of  «ill  Travellers. 

t  Here  I  omitted  many  Particulars,  not  judging  them  im- 
porunt  enough. 

He 
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He  had  the  Happinefs  to  baptize  nine  or  ten  Per- 
fons  in  that  City  ;  but  I  was  not  fo  fuccefsful,  when 
I  went  thither  in  order  to  go  on  board  the  Amphi^ 
trite,  I  only  compleated  the  Inftrudion  of  one  of 
my  Servants,  and  won  him  over  to  Chrift.  He  was 
a  young  Man,  of  an  exceedingly  fweet  Difpofition. 
There  was  fomething  very  remarkable  in  his  Con- 
verfion.  He  lived  in  Nankin  when  the  Emperor 
went  to  that  City,  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1 699. 
Father  Gerbillon^  who  was  come  thither,  took  him 
into  his  Service,  at  the  Defire  of  his  Relations, 
and  carried  him  to  Peking^  where  I  hired  him,  to 
accompany  me  as  far  as  Canton,  He  already  knew 
his  Prayers,  and  the  feveral  Particulars  neceflary  for 
fuch  as  would  become  Converts,  but  ftill  he  delayed 
to  turn  Chriftian.  During  our  Journey,  I  often  ob- 
ferved,  how  abfblutely  neceflary  it  was  that  he 
Ihould  fave  his  Soul  •,  and  this  I  did  both  privately, 
and  before  his  Chriftian  Companions,  who  made 
the  like  Exhortations.  He  allowed  that  all  we  faid 
was  true,  but  yet  could  not  come  to  a  Refolution. 
What  would  my  Relations  fay  to  it  ?  replied  he,  one  Day, 
as  I  was  urgent  with  him  :  None  of  them  are  Chrifti- 
ans  ;  confequenlly  Ifhould  be  thefirjl  Convert  of  our  Fa- 
mily,  a  i'hing  lean  never  think  of  I  anfwered  :  Should 
the  Emperor  create  you  a  Mandarin,  would  you  refufe 
that  Honour^  hecaufe  none  of  your  Relations  had  ever 
been  raifcd  to  it  ?  On  the  contrary^  would  it  not  refleSi 
'the  higheft  Honour  on  you^  to  be  the  firft  Mandarin 
of  your  Family  \  and  would  not  your  Relations  value 
you  tie  more  on  that  Account  ?  The  Cafe  is  direSlly  pa- 
rallel: Tou^ll  be  the  firft  Chriftian  of  your  Family  \ 
and  by  winning  over  your  Relations  to  our  Religion^ 
they  will  be  obliged  to  you  for  their  Salvation.  What 
can  you  do  better  ?  Will  not  Heaven  be  exceedingly  gra- 
cious to  you  by  fuch  a  Converfwn  ?  As  all  my  Argu- 
ments made  no  ImprefTion  on  him,  I  imagined  he 
concealed  his  real  Sentiments  from  mc,   and  there- 
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Fore  ordered  a  Catechift  to  fift,  and  if  pofTible, 
know  what  it  was  that  checked  him.  The  Chineze 
fpeak  freely  to  one  another ;  and  mutually  commu- 
nicate their  Pains  and  their  moft  fecret  Thoughts. 
The  young  Man  therefore  owned  frankly  to  his 
Countryman,  that  his  Relations  often  performed 
the  Ceremony  of  honouring  their  Anceftors :  Now 
Jhould  I  refttfe  to  join  with  them  on  thefe  Occafions 
they  would  turn  me  out  of  Doors  ;  and  perhaps  inform 
(igainft  me  to  the  Mandarins,  as  one  who  is  wanting  in 
the  RefpeSl  and  Gratitude  due  to  Parents.  "This  is 
the  Reafon  why  I  cayinot  poffihly  become  a  Chriftian. 

But  who  told  you^  replied  the  Catechift,  that  you, 
may  not  affift  at  thefe  Ceremonies .^  after  your  Convert 
fton?  I  myfelf  by  God's  Grace ^  am  a  Chriftian, 
and  I  ajftfl  at  thefe  Ceremonies  when  neceffarily  ob- 
liged to  it,  The  Chriftian  Religion  forbids  us  only 
to  ajk  or  expe5l  Favours  or  Bleffwgs  from  our  de^ 
ceafed  Parents  \  to  believe  that  it  is  in  their  Power 
to  do  us  any^  or  that  they  are  prefent  in  the  Picture ; 
to  fuppofe  that  they  come  to  hear  our  Prayers^  or  to  re- 
ceive our  Gifts,  It  alfo  will  not  permit  our  burning 
Paper-money^  or  pouring  on  the  Ground  the  Wine 
which  we  offer  to  them.  But  it  does  not  forbid  cur 
owning  the  Obligations  which  we  have  to  them^  for 
our  Birth  and  Education  \  nor  thanking  them  for  it^ 
by  falling  projlrate  before  the  Pi5iure  on  which  their 
Names  are  writ,  and  by  offering  them  our  Pcffeffmis  *. 

V 

*  Notwlthftanding  what  is  here  aflertcd  by  Father  dt^  Fnnfa- 
ve\'t  yet  the  lefuits  are  laid  to  hold  fonie  Opinions  on  this  Head, 
contrary  to  what  is  aflerted  by  our  Jeluit.  In  1700,  levcral 
Divines  of  the  Faculcy  of  Paris,  condenincd  the  following  Pro- 
pofitinns  (among  others)  laid  down  by  the  J.(uits,  relating  to 
the  Cvrremonies  and  Worihip  of  the  Chineze,  as  falCe,  errone- 
ous, rafli,  fcandalous,  ^c.  coiitrary  to  the  VVord  of  God.  and 
pernicious  in  Pradice.  Thefj  Maxims  of  the  Jefuits  areas  follow. 

Chrijlians  may  lawfully  either  perform,  aiiiil,  or  be  prefent  at 
thole  Sacrifices  or  Oblations,  which  the  learned  Chiueze  and  Scho- 
lars make  to  incir  deceafed  Anceilors,  in  the  Places  and  'J 'em. 
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If  I  may  be  allowed^  fays  the  young  Man,  to  go  with 
my  Parents^  and  fall  projirate  before  the  Images  of 

my 

pies,  called  in  their  Lnnguage  Chung  Miao,  or  Chu  tang ;  and 
alfo  be  Partakers  cf  thofe  Oblations. 

The  Ceremonies  ufed  in  thefe  Oblations,  and  Sacrifices,  prc- 
fcribed  Ly  the  Rituals  of  the  Empire,  cllabljflied  by  Law,  ap- 
proved oy  the  Authority  of  Authors,  and  confirmed  by  the  Cu- 
ftom  of  the  People,  arc  Ceremonies  merely  Civil  and  Politi- 
cal, ana  tiierefore  they  may  be  permitted  and  tolerated  among 
them. 

The  Cbiijiians  of  China  may  lawfully  keep  by  them,  and 
V  n;  rate  the  Pidures  of  their  Anccitors,  wherein  are  writ,  in 
Chineze  Charafters,  Xin  goei,  the  See  of  the  Soul  of  N.  deceajed  i 
and  this  either  in  the  Temples  dedicated  to  thele  Anceitors,  or 
in  their  own  private  Chapels  and  Oratories. 

They  may  alio  lawfully  light  Wax-candles,  burn  Incenfe  be- 
fore the  Piftures  of  their  Anceftors,  venerate  them  by  Inclina- 
tions, by  Genuflexions  and  Proltratipns,  by  touching  the  Ground 
with  their  Foreheads :  They  alfo  may  offer  the  Fielh  of  Beafts, 
and  Fruits ;  invite  the  Spirits  of  the  departed,  and  intreat  them 
to  be  prefent  at  the  Ceremonies  ;  and  enjoy  and  make  ufe  of  the 
Offermgs.  Laftly,  they  may  hope  for  Good  and  frofperity  from 
them,  which  the  Mailer  of  the  Ceremonies,  in  their  Name, 
promifes  and  foretells  to  all  thofe  who  procured  the  Sacrifice, 
or  were  prefent  at  it,  as  the  Rituals  of  the  Chineze  prefcribe. 

The  Chrijlians  may  obferve  and  perform  the  Ceremonies 
vi'hich  the  Pagan  Chineze  obferve  before  dead  Bodies,  at  their 
Exequies  and  Funerals,  and  at  their  TomLs,  according  to  the 
Cuftom  and  Laws  prefcribed  by  the  Rituals  of  thofe  Infidels. 

The  Chriftian  Miffionaries  may  tolerate  the  Worfhip  and 
Honours  which  the  Pagan  Chineze  pay  to  their  Ancellors  in  their 
Temples,  or  private  Oratories,  according  to  l"  e  Rituals,  Edifts 
of  the  Emperorr,  and  public  Ufe  ;  neither  are  they  obliged  to 
deter  fuch  People  from  the  Sacraments  who  fall  into  thoie  Su- 
perilitions,  or  deny  Baptifm  to  thofe  who  pofitively  refufe  to  re- 
nounce or  abltain  irom  thofe  Ceremonies.  See  the  nenv  Go/pel 
of  the  JcfuitSy  compared  nxith  the  old  one  offefus  Chrift^  p.  Io8, 
109.  London,  »'^o8,  8vo. 

How  different  are  thefe  Maxims  from  thofe  laid  down  by  Fa- 
ther de  Fontaney  !  The  Theory  and  Praftice  of  many  of  thefe 
learned  Fatheis  differ  fo  widely,  that  one  would  be  apt  to  ap- 
prove of  the  Character  given  of  them  by  one  of  their  Enemies, 
a  Frenchman*  *'  Thefe  good  Father^  (i^iys  he)  who  are  no  lefs 
<*  Men  than  we,  but  vaftly  learned  and  fagacious,  have  form- 
**  ed  to  themfelves  a  commodious  Syllem  of  Morality  ;  a  pecu- 
**  liar  Religion,  including  an  occult  Knowledge  (to  them  de: 
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fny  Anceflors,  I  have  no  further  Difficulties  to  ftruggk 
wit  hi  and  will  turn  Chriftian  this  Inftant,  The  Ca- 
techift  brought  him  to  me  two  Days  after,  telling 
me  the  Frame  of  Mind  he  was  in.  The  young 
Man  begged  my  Pardon  for  having  fo  long  refift- 
ed  the  celeftial  Grace,  and  bcfought  me  to  baptize 
him  5  declaring,  that  neither  himfelf,  nor  his  Re- 
lations, expefted  any  BlelTings  from  their  Anceftors, 
in  paying  them  the  acciiftomed  Honours.  I  did 
not  think  it  proper  to  exclude  a  Man,  who  had  fo 
lively  a  Faith,  from  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

Tho'  there  are  feven  Churches  in  Canton ;  one 
of  Portugueze  Jefuits,  the  firft  and  mod  antient ; 
two  of  Francifcan  Fathers  ;  two  of  the  Clergy  of 
foreign  Miflions ;  one  of  Augujlin  Fathers,  with 
ours,  and  a  Miflionary  or  two  belonging  to  each ;  yet 
only  a  few  Converfions  are  wrought :  And  'tis  much 
the  fame  with  refpedl  to  the  other  Ports  vifited  by 
the  European  Ships :  But  'tis  otherwife  with  regard 
to  the  Cities  and  Towns  fituated  in  the  inland  Parts 
of  C-bina^  where  Converfions  are  much  more  frequent ; 
the  Miflionaries  winning  over,  in  a  fhort  Time, 
great  Numbers  of  People.  The  chief  Reafon  why 
fo  few  Perfons  turn  Chrijlians  in  the  Ports,  is,  the 
immoral  Life  which  the  Europeans  lead,  the  Na- 
tives arguing,  among  themfelves,  thus  :  ^ke  Euro- 
peans, tho*  Chriftians,  are  not  therefore  chafler^  more 
fiber ^  or  more  referved  than  we  j  nor  are  lefs  choleric 
or  paffionate. 

After  giving  you  an  Account  of  the  State  of  our 
MilTions,  I  know  not  whether  it  will  be  very  ne- 
ceiTary  to  relate  the  Adventures  of  the  /Impbitrite^ 

**  ligbtful)  whereby  they  are  freed  from  the  Anxiety  and  Re- 
morie  with  wliich  teuder  Confcienccs  are  tortured.  JJy  this 
Means  thefe  Jefuits  enjcy  calm  ar.d  undilhirbtd  ti.e  rlioiccit 
Bleillngs  of  Providence  »  tiieir  only  C^are  being  dire*5led  to 
tiicir  Exterior,  which  is  compof'cd  of  iiypocr.iy,  an.)  Tuch  a 
fpecious  Devotion  as  Urongly  artlcts  the  Eye  and  Mind  of 
thofe  who  are  iiet  ac^uainied  ',vhh  thciu". 

in 
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in  its  fecond  Voyage  to  China.  Perhaps  you  haveal* 
ready  been  entertained  on  this  Head,  by  the  Fa- 
thers, my  Companions  in  this  Voyage :  *Tis 
fcarcc  podible  for  orie  Perfon  to  remark  every  Thing 
that  pafll'S  in  a  Ship,  efpecialiy  durmg  Storms.  I 
am  perfuaded  that  nothing  obferved  by  me,  will 
contradict  what  has  been  related  by  others;  but  I, 
perhaps,  may  add  fome  confiderable  Particulars, 
whic/i  myfclf  only  could  know,  to  their  Narra- 
tives. 

The  Amphitrite  failed  from  Port  Lewis  the  7th 
of  March,  1701,  commanded  by  Mr.  de  la  Rigau- 
tliere,  whom  we  loved  and  eflecmed  becaufe  of  his 
Abilities,  his  Zeal  for  the  Interelt  of  the  French 
Enft-India  Company  ;  and  his  great  Care,  heightn- 
ed  by  a  mod  affabl'i  Deportment.     His  Lieutenants 
were  Meflleurs  Hcrry  and  la  I'ouche  Bouvet ;  and  his 
Enfigns,  Mr.  de  Beaidieu  and  Chevalier  de  la  Rigau- 
diere.     Mr.  Fitzgerald  came  to  China  as  firft  Direc- 
tor of  the  Company  -,   next  to  whom   were  Mef- 
fieurs  Pecheberti,    France  and  Martineau,     I   alfo 
was    returning  thither  with  eight  Miflionaries  of 
cor  Society,  who  panted  only  for  an  Opportunity 
of  labouring   for  the  Glory  of  God.     Piety  tri- 
umphed in  every  Part  of  the  Ship.     It  muft  be 
conlefied,  that  the  Behaviour  of  our  Countrymen^ 
on  thefe  Occafions,  is  greatly  to  be  commended. 
The  Ship's  Company  ufed  to  go  regularly  to  Pray- 
ers Morning  and  Evening,  and  hear  Mafs  every 
Day,    whenever  the  Weather  permitted.      After 
Supper  they  chaunted  the  Litanies  -,  and  aflembled, 
in  Crouds,    to  iiiy  over  the  Beads.     On   Sundays 
and  the  chief  FclHvals  they  heard  Vefpers;  then 
followed  a  Sern'.on,     on  which  Occafions  they  fre- 
quently confeflcd  themfelves,  and  received  the  Sa- 
crament.    In  the  Courfe  of  our  Voyage,  I  attend- 
ed on  three  or  four  Pcrfons,  who  feemed  to  be  of 
the  Number  of  the  Elcd:,  till  they  died.  I  was  told, 

that 
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that  the  Life  which  fome  of  them  had  led,  did  noc 
feem  to  promife  fo  Chriftian  an  End  •,  and  that  it 
was  very  happy  for  them  to  have  near  them,  ia 
their  expiring  Moments,  fome  pious  Perfons,  who 
never  left  them.  This  was  what  their  Friends  faid  \ 
and  all  were  thereby  fenfible,  how  .dvantageous  it 
is  for  Chriftians  to  meet  with  fuch  Succours,  at  a 
Time  when  they  are  going  to  launch  into  Eter- 
nity. 

Our  Voyage  was  very  fuccefsful  till  we  came  with- 
in a  hundred  Leagues  of  China,  'Twas  there  that 
God  awaited  us,  in  order  to  call  fuch  as  ftill  lived 
in  their  Sins,  to  a  fincere  Repentance ;  and  to  fliow 
that  the  good  Succefs  of  Voyages  depends  fole- 
ly  on  Heaven.  'Twas  on  the  29chof  July^  at  five 
in  the  Morning,  that  our  Miflen-maft  and  Bow-' 
fprit  were  carried  into  the  Sea.  Thirteen  Sailora 
who  were  upon  the  Yards  fell  into  it  at  the  fame 
Time.  Three  of  them  were  drowned,  and  the  reft 
taken  up.  The  Crew  ran  to  fave  the  Main-maft; 
but  as  it  was  no  longer  fupported  by  the  Mads  to 
which  it  is  faftned,  the  Storm,  and  the  violent 
rouling  of  the  Sea,  (hook  it  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that 
about  Ten  in  the  Morning  it  began  to  totter.  We 
then  gave  ourfelves  over  for  loft ;  the  Maft  in  quef- 
tion,  ftanding  between  four  Pumps,  about  two 
Foot  diftance  one  from  the  other.  Thefe  Pumps 
reach  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Hold,  fo  that  when 
the  Mall  falls  upon  them,  it  drives  them  down  ; 
on  which  Occalions  the  Ship,  by  the  Violence  of 
the  Blow,  opens  wide,  and  is  fwallowed  up  in  an 
Infrant.  But  this  v/as  not  the  only  way  by  which 
its  Fall  might  fink  us ;  we  being  afraid  that  the 
Weight  of  the  Maft,  if  it  ftiould  break  away  in 
this  manner,  would  beat  part  of  our  Ship  to  Pieces. 

The  only  Remedy,  in  thefe  fad  Dilailers,  was  to 
implore  the  Protedion  of  Heaven,  which  all  did 
accordingly.     We  then  befought  the  Blefled  Virgin 
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to  intercced  for  us  -,  and  made  a  Vow  to  carry,  m 
the  firil  of  her  Churches  we  flioiild  come  to  ia 
France^  a  Pidhire  reprefcnting  our  Shipwreck.  Wc 
like  wile  addrelTed  ourfeJves  to  St.  Francis  Xavier^ 
Apoftle  of  India  and  Patron  of  thofe  Seas,  on  which 
he  had  been  buffeted  by  the  Hke  Storms  *.  Heaven, 

who 

•  The  Jefuits  are  moll  extravagantly  lavifli  of  their  Encomi- 
ums on  their  great  Saints,  Francis  Xavier^  and  Ignatius  Loyola. 
Some  of  their  Panegyrics  are  not  a  little  far-fetched,  of  which  the 
following  feems  a  remarkable  Tnftance,  becaufe  told  us  by  a  Wri- 
ter of  the  Society  famous  for  the  Delicacy  and  Juftnefs  of  his 
Taile.  The  Writer  I  mean,  h  Father  Bouhours,  who,  in  hifi 
Dialogues,  entitled  Maniere  da  hien  feufer  dam  Its  outrages 
i^efpilt^  has  the  following  Words. 

Have  you  heard  (fays  Phihnthus)  the  Thought  of  a  great 
Prince  (Conde,)  with  Regard  to  the  new  Lives  of  St.  Ignatius^ 
and  St.  Xa'vkry\iy  which  hisHighnefs  v;onild  point  out  the  Cha- 
raftcr  of  thefe  two  Apollolical  Men  ?  St.  Ignatius^  faid  he  one 
Day,  is  Q7&\x,  nvhofe  millions  nuere  enjer  acofrpanied  by  Reafoni 
hut  St.  Xavier  is  Alexander,  rwho  is  fometimes  hurried  along  by  his 
Courage.  The  Prince  you  fpeak  of,  (replied  Eudoxus)  was  one 
cf  thofe  extraordinary  Perfonages,  in  whom  Genius,  Learning 
and  Valour  are  equal iy  confpicuous.  His  Judgment  on  all  Oc- 
caficns  was  admirable  ;  and  he  might  give  what  Rank  hepleafcd 
to  C^rfar  and  Alexander^  as  he  knew  them  pertediy  j  cxpreffed 
their  Charafters  in  his  own  Ttr  on  ;  and  Was  himfelf  faid  to  be 
a  greater  Captain  than  Cicfar,  and  no  lefs  a  Soldier  than  Alex- 
ander. 

After  all,  (faid  Pbilanthus)  I  am  in  doubt  whether  the  Com- 
parifon  be  jult,  and  I  don't  knovv  if  it  be  formed  agreeably  to  the 
Rules  of  Arijiotle  ;  for  what  Relation  dues  a  Saint  bear  to  a  Con- 
queror ?  Are  they  of  the  fame  Genus  ? 

There  is  a  much  greater  Affinity  (f-ys  Eudoxus)  between  the 
two  Saints  and  the  rwo  Heroes  in  quellion,  than  perhaps  .ippears 
at  firft  Siglit.  St.  Ignatius  was,  before  hisConverfion,  a  Soldier, 
renowned  for  his  warlike  Exploits.  At  the  Time  that  he  a- 
bandoned  all  fcculjr  Things,  he  prefeived  his  martial  Ideas;  he 
reprefenting  to  himfelf,  the  Things  of  God  under  the  martial 
Images  with  which  his  Imagination  was  filled;  and  'twas  in  me- 
ditating on  the  tnvo  Standards^  as  he  himfelf  exprefles  it,  that  he 
drew  the  Plan  of  his  Order.'Twas  in  theTame  Spirit  that  he  gave 
it  a  military  Name,  by  calling  it  the  Company  of  Jefus ;  and 
undertook,  in  Conjundion  with  his  Difcipks,  to  combat  Error 
and  Vice;  to  abolifli,  on  every  Side,  ^«/^«'s  Empire ;  and,  to 
extend  that  of  Chrilt  to  the  very  KxtremiticB  of  the  iiarth.  Such 

3  » 


TRAVELS  f//.c  jisuirs.      209 

who  faw  our  Afflidion,  w;is  fo   idul^ent ;  ^  to  hear 
our  Prayers  i  the  Main-malt  fa]'    g  ^eni      betwcren 

r    o 
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is  the  remote  Comparifoa  between  Ignatius  P'ld  a  conqu 
Hero  ;  the  near  Affinity  is  this.  Ignatius  like  Ca-far  wa  v 
of  the  moil  confumm.iie  WilJoni,  which  prelidcd  over  ai,  lit 
Steps,  fo  that  he  did  not  form  the  moll  inconfiderable  Atlion 
without  d';cp  Rcfledlion  ;  his  Z>.'al  being  ever  dircfl(;d  by Prudt-nce, 
and  aiming  more  at  Solidity  than  vain  SpL^ndor ;  ufingthe  utmoll 
Prccaucions  in  all  Affairs  of  a  delxate  and  important  Nature  ;  and 
never  iailing  to  extricate  himft  If  from  fuch  as  were  moll  diflicult. 

With  Regard  to  St.  Xavier,  as  heenlillcd  hinifelf  under  the 
Banner  of  Ignatius,  and  atchieved  fo  many  Evangelic  1  Vi^o. 
ries  in  /•/<//«,  he  may  very  juilly  be  compared  to  the  Conqueror  of 
JJta:  Both  followed  the  Impulie  by  which  they  were  fired, 
without  being  intimidated  either  by  the  Difficulties  of  the  Enter- 
prizes,  the  Greatnefs  of  the  Dangers,  or  the  various  Toils,  which 
:.re  infeparable  from  the  Execution  of  mighty  Defigns.  But 
both  were  fometimes  borne  along  by  the  Impetuofity  of  their 
Courage,  and  almoil  proceeded  beyond  the  Limits  of  Heroic 
Virtue.  The  Prince  of  CoW/s  Thought  is  therefore  juftj  and 
all  fuch  Reflexions  are  noble,  becaufe  the  Comparifon  on  which 
they  are  grounded  is  fo.  See  Father  Bouhour'i  M?«/Vr^,&c.  ^.132, 
l^  feq.  Jmjierdam  lyo^y  izmo.  The  Father  might  have  added 
another  Charafteriilic,  which  would  perhaps  have  made  the  Com- 
parifon much  more  juft,  'v/a.  that  both  Alexander  and  St.  fran^ 
CIS  Xa'vier,  ran  about  the  World  like  two  Madmen,  making  Con- 
quells,  merely  to  gratify  their  own  Caprice,  to  the  Infelicity  and 
fometimes  DeftruHion  of  the  Nations  thus  infeiled,  many  of 
whom,  before  their  Arrival,  were  happy, 

Father  Bouhours  fuppofes  the  two  Heroes  of  his  Order  to  be 
prompted,  in  all  their  Enterprizes,  by  no  other  Spirit  than  that 
of  a  Love  for  the  Souls  of  Men.  Let  us  now  hear  an  Enemy,  I 
mean  O'dham^  who  introduces  Ignatius  Loyola^  thus  delivering 
his  lall  Will  to  his  Brethren. 


i,    jlill:  If* 


Go  on,  ye  mighty  Champions  of  our  Caufe, 
Maintain  our  Party,  and  fubdue  our  Foes : 
Kill  Herefy,  that  rank  and  poifonous  Weed, 
Which  threatens  now  the  Church  to  overfpread. 
Fire  Cahin  and  his  Nell  of  Upilarts  out. 
Who  tread  our  facred  Mitre  under  Foot ; 
Strayed  Germany  reduce  ;  let  it  no  more 
Th'  inceftuous  Monk  *  of  Wirtemberg  adore  : 
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two  Pumps,  without  doing  the  lead  Damage  to  any 
Part  of  the  Ship. 

But  this  Danger,  which  took  up  all  our  Thoughts 
becaufe  it  was  the  firft,  was  not  the  grcatcft.  The 
Storm  was  grown  furious,  and  the  angry  Ocean 
fwelled  Mountains  high.  Our  Siiip,  being  now  no 
longer  fupported  by  her  Marts,  became  the  Sport 
of  the  Winds  i  fhe  was  covered  by  the  Waves, 
which  beat  upon  her  with  fo  much  Violence,  that 
we  expected  every  Moment  to  be  fwallowed  up.  And 
now  the  whole  Ship's  Company  began  to  prepare 
for  Death,  by  making  general  ConfclTions.  They 
had  not  an  Opportunity  of  employing  much  Time 
on  this  Occafion;  but  declared  what  was  neceflary, 
and  their  Grief  feemed  fincerc.  But  thrice  happy 
thofe  who  thought  of  their  Converfion,  before  they 
were  expofed  to  this  Danger! 

Poflibly,  reverend  Father,  you  may  enquire 
what  Frame  of  Mind  our  MilTionaries  were  in  on 
this  fad  Occafion.  I  won't  fiy  tiiat  we  were  infpir- 
ed  with  the  Courage  of  St.  Francis  Xavier,  who  be- 
fought  God  to  extricate  him  from  one  Danger,  only 
that  he  might  be  plunged  into  greater,  merely  for 
his  Glory :  I  yet  can  affirm,  that  we  were  iiot  for- 

Make  (lubborn  Englanei  once  more  ftoop  its  Crown, 
And  Fealty  to  our  Pricftly  Sovereign  own  ; 
Regain  our  Churches  Rights ;  the  Ifiand  *  clear 
From  all  rennaining  Dregs  of  WickliJ'  t\).txe. 
Plot,  enterprize,  contrive,  endeavour :  Spare 
No  Toil,  nor  Pains ;  no  Death  nor  Danger  fear. 
Reftiefs  your  Aims  purfue  ;  let  no  Defeat 
Ycur  fprightly  Courjige  and  Attemp::s  rcba'e. 
But  urge  to  fre(h  and  holder,  ne'er  to  end, 
Till  the  whole  World  to  our  great  Ciiiph  +  bend. 
Till  he  through  every  Nation,  every  wiiere 
Bear  Sway,  and  reign  as  abfolute  as  here  : 
Till  Rome,  without  Controul  and  Conteil,  be 
The  univerfal,  ghoftly  Monarchy. 

Satjr  in.  pag.  41,  42. 
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ry  we  hnd  left  our  Native  Country  •,  and  none  of  us 
difcovered  the  lead  Fear.  Nay  fome  of  my  Brethren, 
after  having  heard  all  the  ConfclTion.s  came  into  my 
Cabin,  at  a  lime  when  the  Storm  v;a5  moll  furious, 
where  addreflin:;  themfelves  with  an  Air  of  Joy,  as 
Perfons  who  hatl  not  a  Wifh  to  form  :  JVe  are  come ^ 
laid  they,  to  bid  you  farc-ivelU  and  to  thank  you  for 
havhig  brought  us  thus  far,  IVe  beg  Forgivcncfs  for 
the  Trouble  we  have  given  you^  and  the  ill  Example  we 
bavcfet.  JVe  are  co;itcn!ed^  and  recommend  onrfelvcs 
to  your  Prayers  *.     This  Compliment,  which   was 

quite 

*  I  am  apt  to  think  that  the  Mifllonaries  were  net  fuch  pei- 
fcvl  Stoicks  as  our  Traveller  rcprefents  them.  Religion,  no 
Doubt,  has  the  Power  to  calm  the  Soul  on  a  multitude  of"  Occa- 
fions ;  but  few  or  none,  I  believe,  can  difcover  Emotions  of  Joy, 
in  fuch  imminent  Danger,  and  with  fo  horrid  a -Face  of  Thing, 
round  them. 

How  difFcrent!/  did  the  Roman  Satyrift  think  on  this  Occa- 
f:on. 

////  rohur  if  fVi  triplex 

Circa  peiius  erat^  qui  ftagilem  truci 
Commifit  pela^o  ratem 

Primus  ;  nee  timuit  pnvcipiiem  Africutn 
Decertantcm  aquilonibtts^ 

Nee  trijies  Hyadas,  nee  rahiem  I^oti ; 
^luo  non  arbiter  Adria 

Major,  t  oiler  e  feu  ponere  ^vult  fret  a. 
^lem  mortis  timuit  gradum, 

^i  ficcis  oeulis  ntonjira  natantia, 
^//  njidif  more  turgidum,  iff 
hifames  fcopuios  Acroceraunia  ? 

That  is. 
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Sure  he,  who  firft  thePafTage  tryM, 
In  hardn'd  Oak  his  Heart  did  hide. 
And  Ribs  of  Iron  arm'd  his  Side. 
Or  his,  at  leart,  in  hollow  Wood, 
Who  teir.pted  firlt  the  briny  Flood : 
Nor  fear'd  the  Winds  contending  roar. 
Nor  Billows  beating  on  the  Shore; 
Nor  Hyades  portending  Rain  ; 
Nor  all  the  Tyrants  of  the  Main. 
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quite  unexpefted,  drew  Tears  from  me.  I  an- 
fwcred  ;  We  have  loved  one  another  for  God*s  fake  in 
this  World',  let  us  go,  if  it  be  his  bleffed  Will,  and 
love  one  another,  in  him,  to  all  Eternity.  We  con- 
tinued praying  the  reft  of  the  Day.  At  Midnight 
we  faid  the  Litanies  of  the  Saints,  of  the  biclled 
Virgin,  of  St.  Francis  Xavier,  and  thofe  appointed 
for  Perfons  at  Sea;  for  what  v/ill  not  Men  do,  in 
thefe  fad  Moments,  to  obtain  Help  and  Protedlion 
from  Heaven  ? 

The  Storm  ceafed  in  the  Morning,  and  we  after- 
wards were  favoured  with  a  Calm  for  two  Days,  du- 
ring which  our  Crew  put  up  Jury-Mafts,  to  finifli,  if 
poffible,  our  Voyage.  I  have  been  fince  told,  by 
Perfons  perfedtly  well  acquainted  with  the  Seas  of 
China,  that  the  Seafon  of  thefe  furious  Winds  never 
begin  before  July  20th,  and  feldom  lafted  beyond 
the  4th  of  O^oher.  That  during  all  this  Interval, 
the  Crew  ought  to  keep  a  ftrid  Eye ;  and,  the 
Moment  they  come  within  an  hundred  or  two  hun- 
dred Leagues  of  China,  take  down  their  Top-mafts, 
aad  not  leave  their  Long-boat  or  Canoo  in  the  Sea ; 
becaufe,  as  the  Storm  generally  comes  on  a  fudden 
and  unexpectedly,  it  would  he  impoITible  for  them 
to  take  them  into  the  Ship  afterwards.     'T/j  better. 


•*  What  Form  of  Death  could  him  afnlg'.t, 
*•  Who,  unconcerned,  with  ikdfall  Sight, 
•*  Could  view  the  S'jrges  mounting  f.ccp, 
**  And  Monfters  rolling  in  the  Deep; 
Could  thro'  \\ii  Ranics  of  Ru  n  go. 
With  Storms  above,  and  Rucks  below. 


<« 


Dr 


YDEN. 


'[he  Odes  and  Satyrs  of  Horace,  by  fever al  Hands.  Page  8, 
London  17 15*   Mmo- 

How  natural  is  the  Pi(51urc  given  here  by  Horace ;  and  how  un- 
natural that  of  our  ingenious  Jviuit,  who,  had  he  but  jutt  glanced 
^it  the  uncommon  Courage  of  his  Companions,  might  have  been 
believed  by  fome  Perfons  ;  but,  by  flouriihit.g  clius  iargejy  upon 
.it,  he  lofes  his  Credit  with  aJI  ;  ac  hsk  wXiX  all,  exccpc  a  lifW 
JinthufiaiU. 
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fflid  they,  fcr  People  to  arrive  two  or  three  Days 
later  ^  by  carry'mg  Ujs  Sail;  than  to  run  the  hazard  of 
Icjin-^  their  Live:^  by  crouding  all  the  Sail  fojjihle^  in 
crdjr  to  9-et  fooner  at  their  intended  Port. 

The  5  th  cA  Auguft  we  came  near  to  the  Iflands  of 
Macao^'Mi(i\\  we  (hoiild  have  doubled  that  very  Day, 
had  the  Wind  been  favourable-,  but  it  chopp'd  a- 
bout  at  Night,  and  was  contrary  next  Day.  Mr. 
de  la  Rigaudiere^  who  did  not  think  us  fafe  in  the 
Place  where  we  then  were,  was  for  fpcaking  to  a 
Portugueze  Ship,  which  call  Anchor  within  a  quar- 
ter of  a  League;  of  us,  and  was  going  up  among 
thefe  lOands.  We  wanted  to  knovv  whether  there 
v/as  any  Road,  in  thofe  Parts,  for  us  to  lie  fecure ; 
and  to  defire  him  to  lend  us  a  Pilot,  to  conduft  us 
to  it.  However,  the  Portugueze^  though  they  call 
themfelves  Friends,  would  not  permit  our  Canoo  to 
come  near  them.  In  vain  our  Officer  cried  aloud, 
tliat  he  was  a  Frenchman ;  that  he  was  alone  •,  and 
was  come  to  enquire  whether  they  knew  of  any  fe- 
cure Place  about  thefe  Iflands :  they  made  Signals  to 
him  Sword  in  Hand  to  go  back,  and  would  not  give 
him  a  Word  of  Anfwer.  Our  Ship's  Company  were 
highly  offended  at  this  unexpected  Treatment,  which 
was  the  more  cruel,  as  there  were  fcveral  Places  in 
thofe  IQands,  where  we  might  have  laid  fafe.  Had 
we  known  but  one,  we  fhould  have  reached  Canton  in 
feven  or  eight  Days,  whereby  we  Ihould  have  gain- 
ed a  Year,  ?.nd  efcapcd  all  the  Dangers  we  after- 
wards were  forced  to  encounter. 

On  the  7th  of  Auguft^  at  eight  in  the  Morning, 
there  arofe  a  fecond  Storm,  as  violent  but  more 
dangerous  than  the  firft  ;  becaufe  we  were  near  the 
Coafts,  and  our  Malts  and  Sails  were  too  weak  to 
help  forward  the  Ship.  The  Wind  blowing  Eaft, 
we  were  obliged  to  fteer  towards  the  Idand  of  San- 
chan^  which  was  ten  or  twelve  Leagues  to  the  Weft 
of  us.     Mr.  de  la  Rigaudiere   was  forced   to  exert 
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his  utmoft  Skill  on  this  Occafion.  One  of  onr  Sails 
burit  i  a  Top-maft  came  by  the  Board  -,  every  Mo- 
ment there  happened  fome  new  Difufier,  which  the 
Crew  repaired  with  all  poHlble  Ipeed.  In  fine,  at 
Sun-fet  we  entered  a  Bay,  where  we  were  (liekered 
from  the  Eaft  Wind ;  but  being  afraid,  in  this 
Place,  of  the  South  Wind,  as  this  would  have 
thrown  us  upon  the  Coafti  we  lleered  two  Days  after 
to  the  Weil  of  the  Ifland,  in  fight  of  St.  Francis 
Xavier^s  Sepulchre,  where  the  Jekiits  of  Macao  had 
built,  the  Year  before,  a  fmall  Chapel  which  we 
fpied  in  a  Nook,  two  Leagues  from  the  Place  where 
we  caft  Anchor. 

I  fliall  not  mention,  reverend  Father,  the  Confo- 
lation  we  felt,  amid  all  thefc  Difaiiers,  to  find  our- 
felves  fo  near  that  blelTed  Spot.    We  fung  Te  Deum^ 
and  fired  all  the  Cannon.     Each  of  us  called  to  mind 
how  that  great  Saint  had  extricated  the  Ampbitrite 
from  the  Shoals  of  Parcel^  wherein  Ihe  was  entang- 
led, as  it  were,  in  herfirfl  Voyage  *,  and  we  did  not 
doubt  but  we  now  owed  our  Prefervation  to  him. 
As  the  Ship  had  loft  all  her  Mafts,  myfelf  and  fome 
others  fet  out  immediately  fcr  Canton^    to  procure 
others.     I  had  the  Happinefs,    as  I   paft   by   the 
Saint's  Chapel,  to  fay  Mafs  in  it ;   to  kifs,    for  the 
firft  Time,  the  Earth  which  had  received  his  pre- 
cious Body  •,  and  to  offer  myfelf  to  Heaven,  in  or- 
der to  begin  again  my  Miffion,  in    that  very  Place 
where  a  Period  had  been  put  to  his.  I  now  thought 
of  my  Companions  whom  I  had  left  on  Board,  to 
confole  the  Ship's  Company.     The  Moment  I  got 
to  Canton^  I  lent  them  a  Galley  well  furnifhed  with 
Oars,  which  was  to  be  at  their  Command,  when- 
ever they  defired  to  vifit  the  Sepulchre  of  the  Holy 
Apoille.     They  informed  me  by  Letter  that  no- 
thing could  be  more  agreeable  to  them  •,  that  they 
went   daily  to  the  Chapel   to  fay  Mafs;    that  the 
Officers  and    Sailors    accompanied   them   in   their 
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Turn  ;  that  all  had  received  the  Sacrament  there, 
and  fonic  of  theni  more  than  once.  This  was  a 
Ihort  I  tlgrimage  •,  and  every  Perfon  undertook  it 
with  h'gh  Satisfaclion,  during  the  twenty  Days  chat 
the  Ship  lay  off  the  Jiland  of  Sanchan. 

The  Mafts  which  we  brought  from  Canton  were 
not  big  enough,  but  they  were  the  beft  that  could 
then  be  found  in  tht;  whole  Country.  We  were  a 
Fortnight  in  advancing  only  fevenor  eight  Leagues, 
occafioned  by  the  flrong  Rapidity  of  the  Currents. 
The  Coafting-Pilots  were  of  Opinion,  that  it  would 
be  beft  for  us  to  caft  Anchor  under  an  Ifland  called 
Nioo-co,  in  a  Road  that  was  fafc  enough  ;  they  af- 
firming that  the  wefterly  Winds  never  fail  to  blow 
in  Scptemher  \  and  that  a  Weftern  Gale  would  fpring 
up,  and  carry  us  to  the  Place  whither  we  were 
bound.  A  favourable  Wind,  during  only  feven  or 
eight  Hours,  would  have  enabled  us  to  double  the 
IQands  of  Macao^  and  reach  the  Mouth  of  the 
River  of  Canion^  whence  the  Tide  would  have  car- 
ried us  very  eafily  quite  up  to  the  City. 

Accordingly  it  blew  Wefterly,  and  we  made  two 
or  three  Leagues,  but  the  Wind  changed  on  a  fudden 
at  Sun-fet,  when  the  Eaft  and  North-Eaft  fprung  up 
again  with  fo  much  Fury,  that  fo  dreadful  a  Storm 
was  never  known.  Mr.  de  la  Rigaiidiere  attempted, 
but  in  vain,  to  get  into  his  firft  Shelter  under  the 
Ifland  of  Sanchan.  He  loft  his  Sheet- Anchors,  and 
wa3  forced  to  abandon  his  Long- Boat  and  Canoo, 
The  Night  was  fo  exceedingly  dark  that  we  could 
fee  nothing  •,  the  Rain  pouring  down  in  a  dreadful 
manner,  and  the  Wind  roaring  horribly.  The 
Yards,  Sails,  and  Mafts  broke  to  Pieces  one  after 
another.  'Twas  than  we  thought  ourfelves  in  great- 
er Danger  than  ever,  and  that  we  were  going  to 
the  Bottom.  Fathers  de  'Tartre  and  Contancin^  whom 
I  had  left  on  Board  the  Ship,when  Ireturned  to  Can^ 
ton  a  fecond  Time,   with  my  Companions,  heard 
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the  ConfcfTions  of  the  whole  Ship's  Company* 
'Twas  the  general  Opinion,  the  Inftant  we  faw 
Day-break,  that  it  would  be  proper  for  us  to  run 
the  Ship  a-ground,  to  fave  our  Lives.  We 
thought  ourfelves  very  fortunate,  in  having  an  Op- 
portunity of  running  behind  a  fmall  Ifland,  which 
fheltered  it  a  little  from  the  V/ind.  We  found  two 
Day^  after,  that  it  is  called  Fan-ki-chan^  being  five 
Leagues  from  a  City  called  Teen-pa  * :  That  we 
had  run  above  fifty  Leagues  in  a  lingle  Night  and 
Morning,  without  Sails  5  and  paOTed  between  feveral 
Iflands  without  feeing  one  of  them. 

A  Fortnight  after  another  Wind,  which  we 
may  call  a  third  Storm,  rofe  in  this  Place.  The 
Mandari^is  of  Teen-pa  have  fince  told  me,  that  they 
went  upon  a  Hill,  to  fee  whether  our  Ship  would 
not  be  blown  out  of  the  Road  ;  but  by  good  For- 
tune the  Anchor,  which  was  the  only  one  left,  held 
her  tight. 

I  had  told  Mr.  de  la  Rigatidiere,  that  in  cafe  he 
did  not  reach  Canton  before  the  firft  of  OSfober^  I 
would  leave  it  that  Day,  with  the  Prefents  defigned 
for  the  Emperor,  in  order  to  get  to  Peking  as  foon 
as  poffible.  Accordingly  I  fet  out  from  Canton  with 
two  Gallies,  accompanied  by  Father  Porquet.  I 
went  diredly  to  Niou-co,  but  did  not  find  the  Am- 
phitrite  there,  Ihe  having  been  forced  from  thence, 
ever  fince  the  29  th  of  September.  As  no  Perfon 
knew  what  Courfe  the  Ship  had  taken,  fhe  having 
been  drove  away  in  the  Night  by  the  Violence  of 
the  Storm,  I  fought  for  her  in  all  the  Iflands  there- 
abouts. I  went  to  Sanchan^  fearched  the  whole 
Coaft,  and  failed  as  far  as  Macao,  In  fine,  after  ro- 
ving about  thefeSeas  twenty-five  Days,  during  which 
I  was  often  expofed  to  Dangers,  I  reached  Canton^ 
where  I  found  Letters  direded  to  me,   from  the 
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chief  Mandarin  of  'Teen-pa^  importing  that  the  An- 
phitritc  war,  come  into  his  Neighbourhood,  and  that 
he  would  treat  the  French  with  all  polTiblc  Civility. 
He  v/rote  the  like  Letters  to  the  Tfonto^  who  com- 
municated them  to  me  immediately. 

I  fet  out  again  with  Fathers  Porquet  and  Hervieu. 
The  latter  was  come  to  fervc  as  Chaplain,  and  to 
relieve  Fathers  de  Tartre  and  Contancin,  I  could 
not  refrain  from  Tears,  at  my  feeing  the  poor  Ship, 
which  had  been  fo  often  buffeted  by  the  Winds, 
and  fo  powerfully  protedled  by  Heaven.  Immedi- 
ately upon  our  Arrival  there,  we  received  two  fine 
Mafts,  which  the  Xf'^nto  had  prefented  to  us ;  they 
having  been  taken  out  of  a  large  Ship  of  Siam^  that 
had  been  caft  away  on  the  Coafts  of  China^in  our  firft 
Storm  on  the  29th  of  July  -,  and  he  had  caufed  them 
to  be  brought  us  above  fixty  Leagues,-  they  being 
dragged  along  the  Coaft  by  Boats  and  Gal  lies,  with 
prodigious  Trouble,  and  at  a  confiderable  Expence; 

I  exerted  myfelf  fiill  farther,  for  the  Preferva- 
tion  of  the  Ship,  which  was  daily  in  Danger  of 
being  loO,  whilft  (he  lay  under  Fan-ki-chan  ;  and 
fought  for  a  Harbour  in  which  (he  might  lie  during 
Winter.  One  called  ^oan-cheu-voan,  about  thirty 
liCagues  to  the  Weft  of  Teen-pa,  had  been  pointed 
out  to  us ;  however,  before  we  went  thither,  we 
thought  it  would  be  mod  prudent  to  go  and  view  the 
Port  ourfelves,  in  order  to  fee  whether  it  was  as 
fecure  as  was  reported,  and  not  rely  too  much  on 
the  Chineze  \  it  being  necelTary  for  our  People  tc 
learn  the  Courfe,  and  take  the  Soundings.  The 
Mandarins  whom  I  addreft  for  this  Purpofe,permit- 
tcd  our  Pilots  to  go  and  view  the  Harbour  in  quef- 
ion  ;  and  gave  them  Perfons  to  condud  them  to  it. 

In  fine,  as  the  Diredlors  had  neither  Barges  nor 

Boats,  to  convey  the  Monies  and  Effects  belonging 

to  the  Copipany  to  Canton,    I  lent  them   my  two 

Gallies,  and  returned  by  Land  with  the  Emperor's 

I  Prefents. 
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Prefents.  I  brought  back  with  me  -Father  Hervieu, 
having  been  obliged  to  Jeave  Father  Contancin  on 
Board  the  Amphitrite,  as  he  had  requefled  this  fo 
very  earneftjy.  He  had  continued,  fearlefs  and  un- 
Rioved,  during  the  four  Storms  above  defcribed ; 
an  Intrepidity  with  which  Heaven  only  could  in- 
fpire  him. 

As  Toon  as  Mr.  de  la  Rigaudiere  arrived  in  ^loan- 
cheu-"Joan^  he  wrote  me  feveral  very  obliging  Let- 
ters. "  'Tis  now,  faid  he,  reverend  Father,  that 
my  Ship's  Company  and  myfcit  owe  our  Lives 
to  you,  for  having  procured  us  Mails  and  a  fe- 
"  cure  Harbour.  This,  together  v/ith  the  Trou- 
*'  ble  you  are  pleafed  to  take,  and  in  which  your 
*'  reverend  Brethren  are  fo  good  as  to  fhare,  can- 
not be  repaid  by  Men  •,  Heaven  only  can  reward 
you  for  it.  Our  Ship  lies  fafe  in  this  Port  •,  and  wc 
*'  already  feel  the  happy  EfFecSts  of  your  Friend  (hip. 
*'  The  leveral  Mandarins  in  the  Neighbourhood 
"  have  vifited  us,  and  offered  us  all  the  Service  in 
*'  their  Power.  They  have  ordered  Gallies  to  at- 
tend, for  the  the  ready  Conveyance  of  our  Goods. 
An  univerfal  Joy  is  diffufed  through  our  Ship's 
"  Company.  We  purchafe  a  large  Fowl  for  a 
*'  Penny  *,  an  Ox  for  four  Livres,  Three  and  Six- 
*'  pence,  Engli{h^  and  all  other  Provifions  in  Pro- 
*'  portion.  Finally,  Providence,  after  our  various 
"  Toils  and  Sufferings,  has  at  lail  brought  us  to 
*'  good  Winter-Quarters,  where  we  want  for  no- 
thing. Father  Contandn's  Zeal  increafes  every 
Day.  Be  affured  that  I  do  what  I  can  to  preferve 
his  Health.  He  did  not  come  to  China,  to  wear 
himfelf  out  in  the  Service  of  the  Amphitrite,  but 
**  was  defigned  for  much  greater  Purpofes." 

Some  Days  after.  Father  Confancin  wrote  to  me  in 
much  the  fame  Terms,  but  more  at  large.     "  Mr. 
"  de  la  Rigaudiere,  (fiiys  he,)  returned  immediately 
■    •  A  Half-Penny,  Engi'JJj  Money. 
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after  you  had  left  I'een-pa.    The  next  Day,  Nov. 
15,  he  put  on  Board  the  Malls  given  us   by  the 
'TfontQ\  together  with  Water,  Wood  -,  the  fick 
Men,  and  the  Sheds  built  for  them  in  the  Ifland ; 
fo  that  about  Ten  in  the  Evening,  we  hoifted  Sail 
in  a  beautiful  Moon-fhine,  with  a   Wind   very 
fuitable  to  our  new  Malb.  Mr.  delaRigaudiereX.oo\<, 
Advantage  of  this  favourable  Opportunity  ;    by 
Sun-rife,  we  came  in   fight  of  the   wiflied   for 
Port,  though  four  or  five  and  twenty  Leagues 
from  the    Place  where  we   came  from.     The 
Chinezc  Pilot  of  Teen-pa^  (leered  us  very  fkilfully 
and  happily.     As  the  Wind  wa;.  fallen,  and  the 
Tide  ran  againft  us,  we  did  not  get  in  till  Three. 
Ships  pafs  between  two  Banks  of  Sand,   which 
run  parallel,    a  confiderable  way  into  the  Sea, 
and  form  a  Caral  above  a  League  over. '    At  the 
Entrance  of  the  Canal,  we  find  only  five,  fix  or 
feven  Fathom  Water ;    but  the  nearer  we  ap- 
proach the  Harbour,  the  Soundings  are  deeper. 
Mr.  Horry  went  before  us,  in  a  Canoo,  with  the 
Sounding-line.     To  conclude,  we  got  in  without 
any  Difficulty,  the  Soundings   being  commonly 
ten   Fathom.     We  are  now  within  a    fort  of 
Bafon,  in  eight  Fathom  Water,  and  within  Muf- 
ket-(hot  of  the  Shore.     The  Land  furrounds  us 
on  every  fide,  fo  that  the  Sick,  who  were  con- 
fined to  their  Cabins  when  we  came  in,  did  not 
know  what  Courfe  we  had  taken  to  enter  it. 
"  The  Inftant  we  caft  Anchor,  Mr.  de  la  Rigau- 
diere  ordered  ^e  Deum  to  be  fung,to  thank  Heaven 
for  condudlii.g  us  to  a  Place  of  Safety  ;  and,  next 
Day,  we  faid  Mafs  on  the  fame  Account.     We 
live  here  as  calm  and  undifturbcd,  as  we  could 
do  in  a  Houfe  on  Shore.     We  have  not  yet  felt 
the  leafl  Motion  in  the  Ship  -,   and  nothing  but 
the  moft  furious  Storm  from  Sea,  could  annoy 
us  in  the  Harbour  where  we  now  lie ;   for  which 
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Reafon  we  have  landed  all  our  Marts  and  Yards, 
♦*  and  unloaded  the  Ship.    Hence  it  appears  that  our 
Captain  did  every   Thing   in  his   Powtr.     Wc 
befeech  you,  reverend  Father,  to  compleat  what 
is  wanting ;   and  to   order  Matters  fo,    that  the 
Chineze  may  furnifh   us  with  the  ncceflary  Pro- 
vifions,  upon  our  paying  for  them  ;  and  that  the 
Almtdarins  may  not  only  forbear  moiefting,    but 
"  even  afTift  us  whenever  it  may  be  netefiary.    Mr. 
de  la  Rigaudiere  is  determined,  on  the  other  Hand, 
to  keep  a  watchful  Eye  over  the  Behaviour  of  all 
his  Ship's-Company ;    and  to  prevent   their  do- 
ing any  Thing  which  may  offend  the  Chineze. 
"  On  Saturday  Evening,   (fays   he,  in   another 
*'  Letter)  a  Man  belonging  to   the  Mandarin  of 
*'  Oo-chuen  *,  came  and  faid,  that  his  Mafter  was 
*'  coming  to  affure  us,  how  well  pleafed  he  was  at 
**  our  Arrival.  Accordingly  he  advanced,  attended 
by  five  Gallies,  and  vifited  us,  in  Ceremony,  he 
wearing  the  great  Collar ;  fo  that  our  Sailors  took 
"  him  for  a  Chrijlian.,  v-ith  a  great  Pair  of  Beads 
**  about  his  Neck.     He  then  gave  us  the  ftrongeft 
*'  Afliirances  of  his  FriendQiip  and  Efteem  •,   pro- 
**  mifing  us  all    the  Service  in   his  Power;    and 
*'  offering  to  leave  fome  of  his  Attendants,  to  ac- 
company us  whitherfoever  we  might  pleafe  to 
go.     He  was  urgent  with  me  to  aflure  you,  that 
we  fhould  be  well  fatisfied  with  his  Treatment 
*•  of  us.     His  Name  is  Chen-lao-ye,  and  he  figns 
**  Chen-loong  -f,  in    his  Letters,  when  he  vifits  us 
"  Himfelf,  and  the  three  Mandarins  in  his  Com- 
pany were   treated  very  handfomely  at  Dinner. 
They  were  pleafed  with  our  manner  of  eating, 
''  and     highly    approved    our    Liquors.      About 
*'  three  he  returned  to  his   Galley,  when  we  falut- 
*'  ed  him  with  three  Guns,  which  terrified  the  Chi- 
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"  7ieze  who  accompanied  hirrii  and  indeed  the 
**  Powder  was  very  good.  A  quarter  of  an  Hour 
after,  Mr.  de  la  Rigaudiere  and  I,  went  and  paid 
him  a  Vifit,  we  being  faluted  at  our  Arrival, 
with  three  Guns,  and  the  fame  Number  at  our 
going  away.  We  then  made  him  our  Prefenr. 
He  went  away  about  Nine  in  the  Evening,  on 
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which  Occafion  we  faluted  his  Galley  with  three 
more  Guns.  By  the  Way,  'twill  be  a  Pleafure 
to  you  to  be  informed,  that  we  enjoy  an  Abun- 
dance of  all  Things  here,  which,  very  probably 
is  owing  to  your  Care.  We  pay  but  four  Livres 
for  an  Ox,  a  Penny  for  twelve  Eggs,  and  the 
fame  Price  for  a  Fowl,  whence  you  will  fuppofe 
**  that  the  Crew  fare  delicioufly.  We  are  allowed 
full  Liberty  to  fhoot  and  hunt,  by  which  Means 
Mr.  de  h  Rigaudiere*^  Table  is  often  furnilhed 
with  Wild-Boars,  Stags,  Fawns,  Patridges  and 
Snipes.  Heaven  feems  to  reward  our  Ship's 
Company  for  all  the  Troubles  they  have  gone 
through,  by  the  Pleafures  he  difpenfes  to  them 
in  this  Place. 
Such,  reverend  Father,  is  the  kind  Treatment 
which  the  Amphitrite  found  in  the  Port  of  ^o^ 
an-cbeu-voan^  near  the  River  Siiumen-kiangy  nine 
Leagues  from  the  little  City  Oo-chuen.  During 
this.  Father  Contancin  performed  his  Miflion,  as 
ufual,  on  Board  the  Ship  •,  he  aflifting  and  com- 
forting very  zealoufly,  the  Sick  *,  preaching  eve- 
ry Sunda'  J  >  the  Sailors,  and  giving  them  all 
other  fplritual  Afliftance  in  his  Power.  I  was  per- 
petually advifing  him  to  take  Care  of  his  [Health. 
I  forbear  to  mention  feveral  other  MifTions  edablifli- 
ed  by  us  in  China.  I  have  received  Letters  from 
many  of  our  Brethren,  in  which  they  are  urgent 
with  me,  to  fend  them  to  thofe  Millions  wherein 
'tis  molt  probable  they  will  meet  with  Sufferings. 

I  would 
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I  would  conclude  this  Letter,  (reverend  Father) 
which  you  probably  may  think  too  prolix  already,  M'as 
I  not  pcrfuaded  that  I  fiiould  give  you  Plcafure,  in 
clearing  up  a  Difficulty  or  two  fuggefted  to  me 
by  fome  worthy  Perfons,  with  regard  to  thcfe  Mif- 
fions,  at  my  laft  Return  to  France,  You  wear  Silks 
(faid  thefe)  in  China^  and  never  walk  a  Foot  in 
Towns,  but  arc  carried  in  Chairs.  Did  the  Apo- 
ftles  preach  the  Gofpel  after  this  manner  ;  and  is  it 
pofTibie  for  Perfons  cloathed  in  Silk,  to  obftirve  a 
religious  Poverty  ?  According  to  thcfe  Perfons, 
whofe  Virtue  I  revere,  no  one  fhould  preach  Chrifl: 
crucified  in  China^  except  he  go  bare- footed,  and 
with  a  Pilgrims  Staff  in  his  Hand. 

I  don't  know  whether  they  allow,  that  Perfons 
may  go  thus  dreffed  in  China,  and  that  it  will  be  a 
Means  of  bringing  over  the  Chineze  fooner  to  our 
Religion  -,  and  yet,  this  ought  to  be  firft  determin- 
ed.    None  of  us  liveth  to  himfelf  fays  the  Apoflle  * ; 
a  MifTionary  does  not  come  into  thefe  Infidel  Coun- 
tries for  his  own  iake,  but  to  gain  Souls  to  God  ; 
and  therefore  his  feveral  Virtues,  his  whole  Beha- 
viour, ought  to  be   made  fubfervient  to  this  End. 
St.  John  Baptijl  wore  Sackcloth,    and  enforced  his 
Preaching  with  very  rigorous  Faflings  -,  the  reafon 
of  which  was,    thefe  Mortifications  made  a  ftrong 
ImprclTion  on  the  Jews,  who  were  thereby  induced 
to  turn  Chrijlians.     Our  Lord,  during  the  Time 
that  he  converfed  with  Men,  ever  complied  more, 
on  thofe  Occafions,  with  their  ordinary  Cufloms.  St, 
Paul  was  all  to  all  Men,  by  Honour  and  Dijhonour  -f  : 
He  accepting  equally  of  Honours,  or  fubmitting  to 
Shame,  whenever  thefe  advanced  his  fpiritual  La- 
bours :    /  know,  fays  he,  both  how  to  be  abafed,  and 
I  knozv  how  to  abound:  every  where,  and  in  all  Things 
I  am  inftru5icd,  both  to  be  full  and  to  be  hungry,  both 
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io  abound  and  to  fuffer  need  *.  His  Virtue  did  not 
confill  merely  in  living  amidft  Contempt  and  Want ; 
but  in  bearing  inward  Infirmities  with  Patience, 
when  he  was  afTlicted  with  them  :  And  whenever  an 
Opportunity  offered  to  promote  the  Caufe  of  Hea- 
ven by  gentler  Methods,  he  never  refufed  to  em- 
ploy them.  This  is  the  Knowledge  which  Apofto- 
lical  Men,  in  Imitation  of  St.  Patdy  ought  to  be 
inrtru6led  in  ♦,  and  this  they  cannot  be  ignorant  of, 
or  negled  in  their  feveral  Miflions,  without  being 
one  Day  called  to  an  Account  for  the  Jofs  of  many 
Souls. 

Heavens  be  praifed,  our  Mifllonaries  in  China 
are  Brethren  to  thofe  who  go  bare-footed,  in  a  Pe- 
nitential Habit ;  and  keep  fo  flridl:  a  Fall   in  the 
Miflions  of  Madura  -,  and  of  fuch  as  follow,  in  the 
Forefts  of  Cannda^  Savages  through  Snows,  where 
they  are  opprefled  with  Cold  and  Hunger.     When 
we  were  altogether  in  France ;  and  every  one  of  us 
was  urgent  with  our  Superiors  to  fend  us  to  far 
diftant  Miflions,  the  Perfons  who  faw  us  on  thofe  Oc- 
cafions,  did  not  perceive  n.ore   Regularity,  a  grea- 
ter Contempt  of  the  World,  or  a  ftronger  Zeal 
and  Fervency  in  fuch  as  were  appointed   to  go  to 
Camda,th:in  in  thofe  whodefired  to  be  fent  Milfiona- 
ries  into  China.     It  cannot  therefore  be  reafonably 
objefled,  that  'tis  for  Want  of  Mortification,  that 
the  latter  don't  obferve  the  fame  outward  Aufteri- 
ties  in  their  Mifllon ;    in  like   manner,  as  'tis  not 
from  Self-love  that  the  Mifllonaries  of  Canada  eat 
Meat,  whilfl:  thofe  of  Madura  never  touch  any.    A 
Thing  which  may   be  good  and  fufficient  in  one 
Country,  in  order  for  propagating  the  Gofpel  in  it, 
may  fometimcs  be   infuflicient,    or  bad,   in   ano- 
ther f.  Our 
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f  Poflibly  many  of  thefe  Jeliits  may  bs  induced  to  engage  fa 
fuch  Miflions,^  in  the  vi^vv  of  fdving  Sculs;    but  it  will  not,  I 

hope, 
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Our  firft  MifTionarics,  at  the  beginning  of  their 
coming  to  China,  had  a  Defire  of  wearing  there,  as 
in  other  MifTions,    mean  Hubirs,    fuch  as  might 
fpcak  their  Difregard  of  the  good  Things  of   this 
World.     I  have  been  often  told,  particularly  by  the 
Uluftrious  Gregory  Lopez,  Bifliop  o\^  Bafilcci,  that  Fa- 
ther Matthew  Ricci,  Founder  of  this  MilHon,  fpenc 
many  Years  in  this  manner  •,  and  lival  fcven  Years 
with  the  Bsnzes,   wearing  a  Drefs   iittle  different 
from  theirs,  and  leading  a  Life  of  great  Poverty. 
All  the  Bonzes  loved  him,  on  Account  of  theSweet- 
nefs  of  his  Temper  and  Modefty.     They  honoured 
his  Virtue,  taught  him  the  Cbineze  Charaders  and 
Language  •,  but  all  this  Time  he  made  no  Converts. 

hope,  be  thought  uncharitable  to  fuppofe,  that  the  ftveral  Euro- 
pean Goverments  whence  they  fet  out,favour  their  Frogrefs.inere- 
\y  fronj  Political  Views ;  and  in  order  that  they  may  ingratiate 
themfelves  with  the  Natives  of  the  Countries  they  thus  vifir,  for 
the  fake  of  Trade,  &c.  Oldham  would  fay,  that  what  our 
Jefuit  offers  here  by  way  of  Apology  for  the  Compliance  of  his 
Brethren,  with  the  Cuftoms  of  the  Chineze^  is  arrant  Hypocrify  ; 
he  making  Ignatius  Loyola  deliver  himfelf  as  follows. 

Think  not  yourfelves  t'Aullerities  confin'd. 

Or  thofe  flrift  Rules  which  other  Orders  bind : 

To  Capuchins f  CartbuJianSy  Cordeliers ^ 

Leave  Penance,  meagre  Abftinence,  and  Prayers : 

In  loufy  Rags,  let  begging  Friars  lie. 

Content  on  Straw,  or  Boards  to  mortify  : 

Let  them  with  Sackcloth  difcipline  their  Skins, 

And  fcourge  them  for  their  Madnefs  and  their  Sins. 

Let  pining  Anchorets  in  Grotto's  ftarve. 

Who  from  the  Liberties  of  Nature  fwetve  : 

Who  mak't  their  chief  Religion  not  to  eat ; 

Place  it  in  Nalliners,  and  want  of  Meat: 

Live  you  in  Luxury,  and  pampered  Eafe, 

As  if  wliole  Nature  were  you  Caterefs. 

Soft  be  your  Beds,  as  thofe  which  Monarchs  Whores 

Lie  on,  or  Gours  of  Bed-rid  Emperors: 

Your  Wardrobes  ftor'd  with  choice  of  Suits,  more  dear 

Than  Cardinals  on  high  Procefllons  wear  : 

With  Dainties  load  your  Board,  whofe  every  Difh 

May  tempt  doy'd  Gluttons,  or  Vitellius^ \\\^\. 

Sa:y,-  III.  pag,  51,  52. 

As 
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As  the  European  Sciences  were  then  a  Novelty  in 
Cbwa,  certain  Mandarins^  after  lie  \\\l\  been  foniL" 
Time  among  them,  defnctl  to  fee  him,    and  were 
very  much  pleated  on  that  OccafioHj  his  Bjhaviour 
being  moll  refpedful  and  engaging  ;  lo  that  fomc 
Perfons  were  lb  delighted  with  his   Abilities,  that 
they  began  to  entertain  a  Friendfhip  for  iiim,    and 
accordingly  vifited  him  oftncr.     Being  told  by  him^ 
in  Converlation,  the  principal  Motive  of  his  com- 
ing,   viz.  to  preach  in   Cbina^    the  Law  of  God, 
whofe  principal  Dodrines  he  explained  \    they   ap- 
plauded his  Dcfign,  but  advifcd  him   to  change  his 
manner  of  Living.     ///  the  Condition  you  are  in^  faid 
they,  fe-w  People  will  lijlen  to  yon  ♦,   nor  will  yon  he 
permitted  tojlay  much  longer  in  China.     As  you  are 
a  Man  of  Learnings  live  like  the  Men  of  that  Cba- 
ra^er  among  us,  and  then  you'' II  k'  allowed  Accefs  to 
all  Perfons.     The  Mandarins,  zvho  have  naturally  a 
Refpe^t  for  the  Literati,  ivill  likeivifc  pay  you  a  due 
Regard.     Thn  -  ill  permit  you  lo  vifit  them  •,  and  the 
common  Peop,^  fisi7ig  you  thus  honoured,  will  revere 
you,  and  lijlen  with   Joy  to  your   InfliUolions.     The 
Father,  who  had  already  experienced  die  'I'ruth  of 
all  ihis,  (he  being  fenfible  that  he  made  very  little 
Progrcfs,  and  loft  moft  of  his  Time)  after  addref- 
fing  himfelf  to  Heaven,  and  advifing  with  his  Su- 
periors, followed  the  Advice  which  thefc  Atandd" 
rins  had  given  him.     This  is  the  reafon,  fi^id  the  Bi- 
fhop  of  Bajilea,  why  the  firft  MilTionaries  of  y^ur 
Society  changed  their  way  of  Life  •,    and  appeared 
as  the  Literati  in  China,     He  praifed  tliem  for  ta- 
king this  Refoiution  •,  and  concluded  with  laying, 
this  is  the  Oiiiy  true  Method  that  can  be  employed 
by  your  Fathers,  if  they  expe6t  to  be  permitted  to 
preach  and  ellabllih  the  Cbrijliaii  Religion  in  China. 
Jb'ifty  Years  afcer,  when  our  MilTionaries  had  con- 
verted great  Numbers,  the  Francifcans  and  Domini- 
cans,  excited  by  a  Defire  of  winning  over  Souls  to 
Vol.  II.  Q^  Chrift, 
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Chnfl",  went  from  the  Philippine  Iflands  to  China% 
buu  v/hcther  they  did  not  know  the  Courfe  we  had 
taken-,  or  flattered  thcmfelves  that  they  Ihould  fuc- 
cecd  better,  in  Qife  they  wore  their  religious  Ha- 
bit-, they  appeared  publickly  in  the  Streets,  and 
preached  the  Faith,  with  Crucifixes  in  their  Hands. 
Thefc  Fiithcrs  had  the  Merit  to  fuffer  greatly ;  to  be 
beat,  imprifoned,  and  f'ent  back  to  their  Native 
Country,  but  they  had  not  the  Confolation  tom?ke 
ii;c  wirfied-tbr  Progrcfs,  They  experienced  this  fo 
often,  and  always  to  the  Prejudice  of  their  chief 
Dcfign,  tliat  at  laff,  they  nnanimoufly  concluded, 
(ha vino;  feveial  Times  received  Orders  from  their 
Superior-Generals  for  that  Purpofe)  to  appear  in 
tr.e  lame  Drefs,  and  lead  the  fame  kind  of  Life 
with  us. 

'Tis  not  above  two  Years  fince,  that  we  likewife 
Hiw  three  or  four  Francifcan  Friars,  of  Italy^  who 
VN'cre  deHrous  of  returning  to  this  firfl  way  of  Life, 
and  of  wearing  their  poor,  mean  Habit  *,  which  is 

found 


*  An  ingenious  Fre^ich  Author  makes  the  following  pleafant 
Comparifon,  fpeaking  of  the  Humih'ty  of  Friars :  Friar s^  fays 
lie,  are  like  Pitcherst  nvhich  only  ftoop  in  order  to  get  filled.  Let- 
tres  NouveUcs,  Sec.  de  Mr.  Bourfault,  pag.  1 27,  Paris  1 698, 
Svo.  The  fame  Writer  informs  us  likewife,  ^^if.  260,  261,  of 
a  Reply  made  by  Boilcau,  to  an  Ecclefiallic  his  Countryman, 
whofe  Aftions  were  no  ways  fuitable  to  his  Words  An  Jhhs 
(fays  Bourfault)  who  had  no  Preferment,  exclaiming  one  Day, 
to  Boileauy  ?gainfl:  Pluralities :  Is  it  poffible  (fays  the  Ecclefiailic) 
that  the  People  you  named,  who  have  the  Reputation  of  being 
very  learned  Men,  and  are  fuch  in  reality,  Ihould  be  miftakenin 
their  Opinion  ?  Un!efs  thefe  would  abfolutely  oppofe  the  Doc- 
trine laid  down  by  the  Apoftles,  and  the  Decifions  of  Councils, 
mult  they  not  be  obliged  to  confefs,  that  the  holding  feveral 
Li-  ings  at  the  fame  1  ime  i;  fmful.  I  myfelf  am  in  lioly  Or- 
<krs ;  and,  be  it  faid  without  Vanity,  of  one  of  the  bed  Families 
in  Touraine.  It  becomes  a  Man  of  high  Birth  to  endeavour  to 
make  a  Figure  fuitable  to  it;  and  yet  I  protclt  to  you,  that  if  I 
can  get  an  Abbey,  the  yearly  Income  of  which  is  only  a  Thou- 
fand  Crowns,  my  Ambition  will  be  fatisfied  ;  and  be  affured  that 
nothing  fliall  tempt  me  to  aUer  my  Uefolution.    Some-Time 
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found  to  be  of  fuch  efFe6lual  Service  in  Europe,  in 
this  Miflion.  But  their  Brethren  were  the  firft  who 
oppofed  this  Refolution  ;  and  the  Bifliop  of  Peking., 
who  was  of  their  Order,  obliged  them  to  change  it 
two  Years  after,  and  follow  the  Example  of  the  reft 
of  the  Miffionaries. 

The  Miflionaries  therefore,  at  their  Arrival  in 
Cbina^  ought  to  appear  as  Literati,  as  Experience 
has  fufficiently  fhown :  for  all  thofe  Friars  who  af- 
fumed  that  Chara(fler,  after  us,  did  not  think  it  in- 
cumbent on  them  to  imitate  our  Example;  nay^ 
'tis  certain  that  they  were  inclined  to  oppofe  our 
Condud  in  this  Particular,  rather  than  conform  to  it, 
efpecially  in  this  Point.  If  the  Chineze  confider  us 
really  as  Men  of  Learning ;  as  European  Doctors 
or  Teachers,  which  are  honourable  Titles,  and  fuit- 
able  to  our  Profeffion  ^  and  if  we  aflume  this  Cha- 
radler,  we  muft  neceflarily  obferve  the  feveral  For- 
malities of  it,  muft  wear  Silks ;  and  ride  in  Chairs, 
(as  they  do)  whenever  we  go  a  vifiting. 

But  though  we  were  not  bialTed  by  this  particular 
Realbn,  it  yet  would  be  neceflary  for  us  to  behave  in 
this  manner,in  Compliance  with  the  general  Cuftom 
of  the  Country  5  for  the  lower  fort  of  People  in  China 
wear  Silks,  and  are  carried  in  Chairs,  whenever  they 
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aifter,'an  Abbey  of  Seven  Thoufand  Crowns  a  Year  beinp:  vacant, 
his  Brother  defired  it  for  him,  and  w:-.  gratified  in  his  Requeft  ; 
the  Winter  following  he  got  another  of  Hill  greater  Value  ;  and 
a  Third  being  vacant,  he  follicited  very  rtrongly  for  this  alfo, 
and  obtained  it.  ^o//m«  hearing  of  thefe  Preferments,  went  and 
paid  his  Friend  a  Vifit,  on  whicii  Occafion  he  delivered  himfelf 
thus:  Wx.  Abbcy  where  is  now  that  Seafon  of  Innocence  and 
Candor,  in  which  you  declared  that  Pluralills  hazarded  their 
Souls  greatly.— ——/^A,  good 'RoVe^Vi  (replied  the  Jibhe  i)  did  you 
hut  knonxj  hotn}  much  Pluralities  contribute  toivards  Livi'ig  nvell! 
—  -■/'/;;  i-n  no  douht  ofthaty  (replied  BoiUau  i)  but  ivhat  Service 
are  tbey    (good  yJbbi.')  to~j:ards  Dji::g  -j:?11? 
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vifit.  This  is  not  looked  upon,  by  them,  el^ 
ther  as  Grandeur  or  Vanity,  but  as  doing  Honout* 
to  the  Perfbns  vifited  •,  and  a  Proof  that  the  Vifitant 
is  neither  in  Want,  nor  of  a  contemptible  Condi- 
tion. In  Europe  none  but  the  great  and  rich  ought 
to  wear  SilkCloaths;  a  confidi^rable  Price  is  paid 
for  thcni ;  and  we  are  conftqucniiy  not  to  wonder, 
that  they  don't  fuit  the  Poverty  of  the  Monadic  Life ; 
but  in  Cbina^  mod  of  the  common  People,  and 
even  Lacquies^  are  cloathed  in  Silks.  'Tis  in  this 
Light,  and  not  in  that  in  which  'tis  confidered  in 
France^  that  Perfons  ought  to  form  their  Opinion  *, 
and  'tis  in  this  view  that  the  virtuous  Perfons  above 
hinted  at,  ought  to  confider  our  MifTionaries,  and 
not  hartily  imagine,  that  thcfe  intend,  after  begin- 
ning by  the  Spirit,  to  end  by  the  Fieflr,  or  that 
they  live  luxurioufly,  in  a  Country,  v/hithei*  they 
travelled  with  no  other  Intention  than  to  lead  a 
more  pcrfed  Life ;  and  to  fubmit  to  the  greateft 
Sufferings  for  the  fake  of  enlarging  Chrifl's  Kirg^ 
dom. 

The  Particulars  above  relate  only  to  Vifits  •,  for, 
at  Home,  wher6  the  Chineze  go  in  v/hat  Drefs 
they  pleafe,  the  MilTionaries  live  very  poorly,  and 
wear  the  moft  common  Things.  They  go  on 
Foot,  in  their  Miflions,  whenever  they  travel  from 
one  Village  to  another.  Some  even  go  bare-footed, 
on  many  Occafions  in  Towns  and  Cities,  which 
may  be  of  dangerous  Confcquence  to  our  Religion  ; 
for,  befides  the  Contempt  they  thereby  draw  upon 
thcmfelvcs^  (a  Circumllance  which  is  fiir  from  in- 
ducing the  Chineze  to  liften  to  their  Admonitions) 
they  ought  to  call  to  Mind  that  the  MilTionaries  are 
only  tolerated  \nChina  •,  and  fhould  appear  but  feldom 
in  Public,  for  fear  the  Mandarins^  feeing  them  in 
fuch  Numbers,  or  even  often,  mis^ht  imagine  them 
too  bold,  and  confequcntly  think  it  neceflary  to 
give  the  Court  Notice  of  it.    This  Pvtfledion  obliges 

die 
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the  MifTionaries  to  conduct  themfclves  with  the  iit- 
moft  Prudence,  and  keep  a  watchful  Eye  over  all 
their  A(5lions.  I  will  own  that  they  might  behave 
otherwife,  had  any  of  them  been  indued,  lik^.?  the 
Apoftles,  with  the  Gift  of  Miracles.  A  Miffiona- 
ry  who  was  thus  appointed  by  Heaven,  might  go, 
in  all  the  Cities  of  Gbimi,  on  Foot,  with  his  Pil- 
grim's Staff,  and  in  whatever  Drefs  he  plearc;d.  I'lie 
People,  invited  by  the  Fame  of  his  Miracles,  would 
croud  to  fee  and  hear  him ;  they  would  refpei^ 
him  5  would  liften  peaceably,  and  admire  his  Po- 
verty, from  this  Suppofition,  that  he  might  bc^ 
rich,  if  he  was  defiroiis  of  being  fo.  But  though 
there  fhould  arife  fome  Perfon  of  this  Charader, 
we  yet  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  the  reft  of  the  Mii- 
fionaries,  who  fhould  not  be  inverted  with  the  like 
Power,  and  yet  be  defirous  of  imitating  their  Con- 
duct, would  be  equally  rever'd  and  liftned  to  by  the 
common  People. 

The  fafeft  Courfe  therefore,  reverend  Father,  i:, 
to  follow  thofe  Cuftoms,  which  have  been  introdu- 
ced with  fo  much  Wifdom  into  the  Miflion.  Ex- 
perience has  Ihown,  that  the  Obfervance  of  them 
has  been  highly  advantageous  *.  When  once  Reli- 
gion 

*  Among  other  Propofitions,  with  regard  to  che  Ceremonie? 
and  Worlhip  of  the  Chineze^  exhibited  to  the  Sorbonne  in  1 700, 
the  following  adopted  by  the  Jefuits,  were  condemned  by  its 
Dodors. — It  is  lawful  &r  the  Miflionaries  and  Cbrijlians  of  Chi' 
iitty  to  make  ufe  of  the  Chineze  Words  Tien,  which  fignifics 
the  Heavens,  and.^aw/?',  fignifying  the  fupreme  Emperor,  (ac- 
cording as  they  are  ufed  by  the  learned  Chineze  Atheilh)  thereby 
to  exprefs  the  true  G;od. 
The  C/jineze  MiiTionaries  may  lawfully  expofe  in  their  Churches, 
and  on  their  Altars,  a  Pifture  with  this  Inscription  in  the  Chinezs 
Language,  Kien^  Tien,  i.  e.  adore  the  Heavens.  Although  the 
Chineze  Heathens  underlland  by  that  Word  Tien,  nothing  but 
the  material  Heavens,  or  the  Influence  of  them,  called  Ly. 

The  following  Ceremonies  are  merely  political  and  civil  Ob- 
fervances.  I.  The  Proof  of  the  Cattle  to  be  offered  up  to  Cvn- 
/ucius,3.ndxo  deceaf^j^  Anceltors,by  pouring  hot\\(iiieaiid  Liquors 

0^2  inta 
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gion,  by  the  Pradlice  of  thefe  Methods,  fhall  be, 
eftablifhed  on  a  folid  Foundation  5   'twill  then  be 

ia 

into  the  Viaim's  Ears.  IT.  The  Oblation  of  the  Hair  and 
Blood  of  thofe  Cattle,  and  the  folemn  Burial  of  it.  III.  The 
Oblation  of  the  Flelh  of  thofe  Beafts,  and  other  Fruits  of  the 
Earth  to  Confucius  j  and  the  Recital  of  the  Offertories,  prefcrib- 
ed  in  the  Rituals  of  the  Empire.  IV.  The  Libation  and  Offer- 
ing of  Wine,  called  Fotjlotiy  or  the  Wine  of  Felicity.  V. 
The  Rite  and  Cuftom  of  offering  Silk  to  Confucius,  and  burning 
it  ip  Honour  of  this  Philofopher;  at  leaft  a  Piece  of  Gold  or 
Silver  Paper ;  as  alfo  Paper  in  which  the  Offertories  are  writ. 
VI.  The  Preparations  and  Expiations  by  Abftinence,  Falls, 
Conjugal  Continence ;  and  Retirement  from  Sports  and  Plays, 
for  thofe  Sacrifices  and  folemn  Oblations.  VII.  The  Rite  or 
Ceremony  of  inviting  the  Spirit  of  Confucius^  that  it  would  be 
pleafed  to  be  prefent  at  the  Oblations,  and  accept  of  them  ;  and 
alfo  reconduding  the  fame  Spirit  when  the  Ceremony  is  ended. 
See  the  Nenjo  Go/pel  of  the  jefuits.  pag.    105,    ^  feq.  London 

What  a  flrange  Oglia  of  Religions  have  we  here  ?   *Tis  fome- 
<hing  like  the  confufed  Dialed,  which  j^w/zV/*  afctibes  to  his  Hero. 

It  was  a  parti-coloured  Drefs 
Of  patch'd  and  py-ballM  Languages  : 
' Twas  Ergiijh  cut  on  Greek  and  Latin, 
Like  Fullian  heretofore  on  Satin. 

Hudibrasy  Canto  I.  Part  I.  Verfe  9^,  ^e. 

But  the  tradable  Temper  of  the  Jefuits,  in  fuiting  their  Wor- 
fliip  to  that  of  the  Chineze  Heathens^  feems  the  very  reverfe  of 
that  of  Butlci''s  Prtshyterians ;  thofe  appearing  as  obftinate,  as, 
thefe  Romanijis  are  laid  to  be  pliable.      • 

A  Sc£l,  whofe  chief  Devotion  lies 

In  odd,  prevcife  Antipathies  : 

In  falling  out  with  that  or  this, 
:  And  rinding  fomewhat  Hill  aniifs : 

More  peevifli,  crofs  and  fplenetick. 

Than  Dog  dillratl,  or  Monkey  fick. 

That  with  more  Care  keep  Holiday, 

The  wrong,  than  others  the  right  Way. 

Compound  for  Sins  they  are  inclined  to, 

Ey  damning  thole  they  have  no  Mind  to  : 
\^  Still  fo  preverfe  and  oppofite, 

As  if  they  wprfliipp'd  God  for  Spl;;ht. 

The  felf-fame  Thing  they  will  abhor 

One  Way,  and  long  another  for.  Free- 
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in  the  Power  of  Religion,  in  its  Turn,  to  give  the 
Millionaries  an  Opportnnity  of  hying  them  alulc, 

and 
Free- Will  they  one  Way  difavow. 
Another,  nothing  elfe  allow. 
All  Piety  Gonfiils  therein 
In  them  ;  in  other  Men  all  Sin. 

HudibiaSf  Canto  I.  Part  I.  '\'crfe  2C7. 

In  Letter  V.  pag.  83.  of  the  learned  and  pious  Author  of  the 
Provincialesy  is  a  Charge  againlt  certain  jcfuit-.XiifTionarics, 
which,  if  true,  fpeaks  them  the  moll  /hameful  Hypocritf^. 
The  Paflage  is  as  follows.  The  Jefuits  *  anfwer  fo  pertinently 
to  whatever  they  are  asked,  that  when  they  are  in  a  Counuy 
where  the  Belief  of  a  crucified  ycfus  is  accounted  Extrava- 
gance, they  fmother  the  Scandal  of  the  Crof?,  and  preach  up 
a  glorified  Jefus  Chrift^  not  a  fuffering  Chrift.  *  This  Ccurfe 
they  took  in  the  Indies,  and  in  China,  where  the}'  have  pcM- 
mitted  the  Chriftiam  to  commit  Idolatry,  by  a  fubtle  Inven- 
tion, njiz.  that  of  enjoining  them  to  hide,  under  their  Cloaths, 
an  Image  of  Jefus  Chrijt,  to  which  they  teach  them,  by  a 
mental  Refervation,  to  diretfl  thofe  public  Adorations  which 
they  pay  the  Idol  Cachimchoant  and  their  Keum-fucum,zs  Gra- 
viiia  relates ;  and  as  was  reprefentcd  to  Philip  IV.  oi' Spain,  by 
the  Francifcans  of  the  Philippine  Iflands,  cited  by  Thomas  Huriado^ 
in  his  '^qqV.  of  the  Martyrdom  for  the  Faith  y  fag,  427.  Infomiich, 
thatihe  Congregation  of  Cardinals  dc  propaganda  fdc^  was  for- 
ced to  fend  the  Jefuits  a  particular  Prohibition,  that  they  fliould 
not,  under  any  Pretence  whatfoever,  upon  Pain  of  Excommu- 
nication, permit  thofe  idolatrous  Adorations,  and  fo  conceal 
the  Myilery  of  the  Crofs  from  thofe  they  inftrufted  in  the 
Chriftian  Religion  ;  enjoining  them  exprefly  not  to  admit  any 
to  Baptilm,  till  after  that  Knowledge;  as  alio  to  expofe  in 
their  Churches  the  Image  of  the  Crucifix,  as  may  be  ieen  in 
the  Decree  of  that  Congregation,  dated  July  g,  1646,  and 
figned  by  Cardinal  Caponi.* 
I'he  learned  Father  Paul,  whofe  Writings  plainly  fiiow  him 
to  be  no  Friend  to  the  Jefuits,  afcribes  all  the  Pains  they  take  iu 
Miflions,  to  a  Spirit  of  Ambition  and  Venality.      *  I  hear  (fays 

*  he)  by  the  Way  of  Syria,   of  great  Things  done  by  the  Jc- 

*  fuits  in  the  Indies,  where  they  have  got  no  little  Command 
*.  and  Power;  which  fliovvs  plainly  what  they  intend  to  do  in  £?>- 

*  rope,  if  poffibly  they  can.'  See  the  Letters  of  the  rcnoivned  Father 
Paul*,  pag.  257,  London,  1693,  ^'^°-  ^n  page  2^6,  237,  ti:e 
Father  relates  the  following  odd  Incident :    The  Jefuits  at  Ro//:e 

*■  lam  not  infcnflble.  that  "'tis  doulted  it^hether  forre  of  the  Letters 
v:sre  ivrit  h  Father  Paul. 

0^4  have 
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^nd  refnming  the  European  Manners,  as  they  ma^f 
think  proper.  If  Silk  Cloaths  give  Offence,  they 
ought  never  to  wear  any  in  the  Houfe,  or  when 
they  are  alone  with  their  Servants ;  and  they 
ihoukl  always  appear  in  the  moft  modeft  Garb  pof- 
lible,  whenever  they  appear  piiblickly  in  the  Towns. 
Tliey  even  may  wear  Sackcloth  under  a  filken  Gar- 
ment, as  is  the  Praflice  of  feveral  holy  Miffionaries. 
In  a  Word,  a  Perfon  may  be  a  Saint,  and  preach 
the  Gofpel,  though  not  cloathed  in  a  penitential 
Habit.  How  many  excellent  Religious  are  there  of 
all  Orders,  in  Heretic  Countries,  who  labour  with 
indetati^abL  Z^ ;]  for  the  Caufe  of  Chrifl,  and  yet 
app.ar  indilcriminately  in  ILi'oits  of  every  kincj. 
The  Miirmii  oi  .China  has  been  founded  above  an 
hundred  Years  •,  an-.l  Miliionaries  of  all  Nations  of 
■Europe^  and  of  different  Orders,  have  come  into 
it.  None  of  thele  (Heavens  be  prailed)  have  yet 
renounced  the  Faith  ;  none  of  them  have  commit- 
ted any  Action,  which  has  reftccled  the  k^aft  Dif- 
honour  on  Religion.  This  is  ov/ing  to  the  peculiar 
BiclTing  of  Heaven  upon  the  MilTion  ot  China : 
Confequentiy,  either  the  Life  which  the  Fathers  lead 
in  them  is  no  ways  immoral  j  there  muft  be  fewer 

have  had  a  Play  or  Spiritual  Comedy  a6ted  in  their  Houfe,  (the 
Ccfa  prcfejfa)  concerning  the  firfl  Converfion  of  Japan.  In  the 
fiiit  Scene  a  Jofuit  appeared,  who  made  a  Sermon  to  the  Pit,  on 
the  following  Subjtft.  He  faid  that  God,  being  defirous  of  rfe- 
n-wing  the  World,  had,  in  this  Age,  raifed  up  their  Socitty,  to 
tvhich  the  Divine  Majelly  had  been  fo  gracious,  that  h©  humnn 
Power,  was  able  to  oppoie  it;  and  fuch  like  Stuff,  To  this  a 
.  fiippofwd  "Japanese  (an  Ador)  replied ;  that  they  did  not  believe 
God  had  fent  them  tliiclier  ;  but  that  fome  Enemy  to  Mankind 
liad  waft.'d  them  into  their  Country,  where  they  make  it  their 
iJufinels  to  fet  People  together  by  the  Ears  ;  to  fpy  out  the  Na- 
kednefs  (if  tlieir  Country,  and  fiich  like  Conceits.  In  this  man- 
nr  t!ie  Drama  went  on,  with  feveral  other  remarkable  Paflages, 
all  which  were  againll  the  Jefuits.  I  can't  imagine  how  this 
could  coir,  '"^o  their  Heads,  unlefs  it  was  to  tell  the  World  in 
the  moll  p*il  iManner,  that  they  know  what  People  talk  and 
%\\s.k  of  ih  fi._  and  don't  vdug  what  they  fuppofe  or  fay. 

'  ■•  Tempta- 


TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits.      233 

Temptations,  or  Heaven  mufl:  indulge  a  more  im- 
mediate Protedtion  to  the  Goipel-Labourers,  who 
refide  in  this  Empire.  From  what  Caufe  foever 
this  may  arife,  'tis  a  Jnftification  of  our  Condudl ; 
and  a  ftrong  Motive  to  induce  Perfons  of  an  Apo- 
Holical  Charadler  to  come  hither;  and  employ  them- 
felvcs  in  the  Converfion  of  Souls,  after  the  Exam- 
ple of  the  firft  Founders  of  this  Mifllon. 

I  pafs  over  the  Mortification  of  our  natural  Tem- 
per and  Inclinations,  which  is  the  true  Mortifica- 
tion ^o  f*"'*ne{lly  recommended  by  the  Saints.     This 
is  ic  :ii*    'ially  neceffary  in  the  Miflion  of  Chinay 
that    witnout   it,    li    i.    or    no  Progrefs    can    be 
made  in  advancing  Chrift's  Kingdom,  nor  could 
a  MilTionary  go  on  long.     An  European  is  natu- 
rally lively,  paflionate,  eager  and  inquifitive ;  but 
when  fuch  a'  one  arrives   in  China,  ■  he   muft  be- 
come a  quite  different  Man  :   He  muft  form  a  Re- 
folution  to  condudl  himfelf,  his  whole  Life-time, 
with  Calmnefs,  Complaifance,   Patience  and  Seri- 
ouihefs.     He  muft  receive   all  Vifitants  with  the 
higheft  Civility  -,  muft  difcovcr  a  Satisfaction  at  fee- 
ing them  i    and  liften  to  whatever  they   fhall  fay 
with  the  greateft  Patience.     He  muft  propofe  his 
Realbns  with  all  imaginable  Mildnefs ;    with  a  foft 
Tone  of  Voice,  and   few   Geftures  •,    the  Chineze 
being  very  much  offended,  whenever  they  fee  a 
Mifiionary    of  a  fower  Temper,  and  hard  to    be 
pleafed.      If  fuch  a  one  fiiould   be  pafiionate  and 
fiery,  this  would  be  ftill  worfe,  for  then    even  his 
Own  Servants  would  be  the  firft  to  defpife  and  in- 
veigh againrt  him. 

Farther,  he  muft  give  up  every  Enjoyment  and 
piverfion  of  this  Life,  A  Miffionary  who  is  alone 
in  the  Provinces,  never  flirs  abroad  except  to  ad- 
minifter  the  Sacraments  to  the  Sick  \  or  to  vifit  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Villagcs.j  at  certain  Seafons,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  Duties  of  his  Mnlion.     The  Fathers 

make 
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make  in  very  few  Vifits  in  China ;  they  having  no 
other  Company  but  their  Converts,  and  Catechu- 
niens  ;  and  the  only  Topic  they  difcourfe  upon  is, 
concerning  the  Law  of  God.  A  Miffionary  is 
obhged  to  be  alone  the  remaining  Part  of  the  Day, 
and  to  fpend  his  Time  in  Prayer  or  Study ;  for 
which  reafon  i  erfons  of  a  ftudious  Difpofition,  find 
greater  PJeafure  in  this  MilTion,  than  others  who 
have  no  IncHnation  that  way. 

To  conclude,  a  Midloijary  muft  afliime  an  Air  of 
Serioufnefs  and  Gravity,  both  at  Home  and  Abroad  j 
if  he  be  defirous  of  winning  the  Efteem  of  the  Chi- 
fieze^  and  that  his  Words  fhould  mi»ke  an  ImprefHon 
on  their  Minds.  For  this  Reafon  Father  Julio  Ale- 
niy  one  of  the  mod  zealous  Labourers  in  this  Mif- 
fion,  whenever  any  Chrijiians  came  tovifit  him,  he, 
though  ever  fo  familiarly  acquainted  with  them,  al*j 
ways  put  on  a  proper  Drefs,  before  he  fpoke  to  them. 
This  decent  Outfide  created  ^ '  .  Rcfped ;  and  he 
afterwards  won  their  Efteem  ana  Confidence,  by  his 
Gendenefs  and  Affability  in  Converfation.  When- 
ever he  prefented  them  with  pious  Pidlurcs  or  Me- 
dals, he  would  lead  them  to  the  Veftry,  where  put- 
ting on  his  Surplice,  and  bidding  them  kneel,  hq 
explained  to  them,  in  the  moft  awful  manner,  the 
Veneration  with  which  they  ought  to  receive  and 
preferve  thefe  holy  Images.  As  to  myfelf,  I  very 
much  admire,  not  only  the  great  Pains  which  this 
illuftrious  Miffionary  took  in  inftrudting  them ;  but 
alfo  his  ftridl  and  continual  Care,  in  appearing  with 
fuch  an  exterior,  as  might  beft  conduce  to  gain  him 
the  Refpc6t,  Attention  and  Efteem  of  the  Chinezey 
he  not  regarding  the  Trouble  which  this  inceffantly 
put  him  to. 

Hence  it  appears,  reverend  Father,  that  our  In- 
clinations and  Defigns  are  juft  and  upright  in  China; 
and  that  our  Life  is  not  exempt  from  Mortifica- 
tions.    Neverchekfs,   it  muft  be  confefTed  that  the 

Gofpel- 
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Gofpel-Labourers,  don't  live  fo  honourably  in  any 
Miriion  as  in  this.The  great  Men  as  well  the  common 
People  efteem  and  love  them  •,  a  BlefTing  for  which 
we  can  never  ihow  our  Gratitude  fufficiently  to  God  ; 
and,  for  this  Reafon,  we  do  our  utmoll  to  make  it 
fubfervien^  to  Religion  *,  for  Heaven  is  fenfible  that 
we  have  no  other  Objedl  in  view.  This  is  the  fole 
Motive  of  our  Labours,  of  the  dangerous  Voyages 
we  undertake  5  of  our  voluntary  Sufferings ;  and  the 
variety  of  Perils  to  which  we  expofe  ourfelves :  we 
never  ceafing,  iq  long  as  Life  continues,  to  exert 
our  utmoft  Strength  and  Abilities,  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  fo  glorious  a  Defign.  /  will  gladly  fpendy 
and  be  fpent  for  you^^  fays  the  Apoftle  St.  Paul  *  ; 
that  is,  /  will  facrifice  all  I  have^  and  even  my  Per/on 
for  your  Sakes,  I  fliall  do  myfelf  the  Honour  to  hint 
feveral  Methods,  by  which  this  Million  may  be 
rendered  ftill  more  flourifhing,  and  the  MifTionaries 
eafed  in  their  Labours.  None  of  us  defires  any 
Thing  for  his  ;^rivate  Advantage.  But  if  we  fue, 
in  Favour  of  the  Gofpel-work,  we  are  perfuaded 
that  fuch  as  love  Chrift,  and  have  the  like  Concern 
with  you,  for  the  Salvation  of  Men's  Souls,  will  be 
inclined  to  liften  to  us. 

/  am  your^  &c; 

John  de  Fontaney, 

*  2  Cor.  xii.  15. 


!i 


5K36     TRAVELS  of  fbe  JtsviT^J 

DEDICATION, 

To  the  Jesuits  of  FRANCE.  *. 


Reverend  Fathers^ 

TH  E  following  Colledion  muft  neceffarily  re- 
mind you  of  Father  le  Gobierty  who  publilhed 
the  former  Volumes  +,  and  recall  the  Sorrows  you 
felt  for  his  Death.  You  honoured  him  with  your 
Efteem  and  Friendfhip  *,  and  I  will  not  fcruple  to 
fay,  that  the  excellent  Qualities  he  poffefled,  as  a 
good  Man  and  a  Scholar,  juftly  merited  him  both. 
Thole  who  were  moil  intimate  with  him,  fondly 
preferve  the  Memory  of  the  feveral  Virtues  of  which 
he  was  an  illuftrious  Example.  His  Evennefs  of 
Mind,  his  perpetual  Sweetnefs  of  Temper,  his  Pa- 
tience under  the  (harped  Sufferings,  his  Affability 
which  won  him  the  Affedions  of  all ;  his  Modera- 
tion, his  Reftitude,  his  Charity,  and  the  many  o- 
ther  Virtues  that  made  him  dtar  both  to  God  and 
Men,  were  the  Effect  of  the  abfolute  Afccndant  he 
had  acquired  over  his  Paffions :  Accordingly,  none 
of  thofe  Starts  and  Gufts  of  Paflion,  which  fomc- 
times  ruffle  the  moft  perfedl,   were  ever  feen  in 

him  X.  \ 

His  Zeal  was  indefatigable ;  and  I  may  add, 
without  being  thought  to  amplify,  that  he  fell  a 
Vi6lim  to  it.  The  Sicknefs  that  carried  him  off  in 
fo  few  Days,  was  wholly  owing  to  his  intenfe  Ap- 
plication to  his  Studies,   which  mufl  certainly  have 

*  N.  B.  Vol.  JX.  of  the  Original  begins  here. 

-f-  For  this  Reafon  I  thought  it  but  Jullice  to  tranflate  the  Cha- 
rafter  given  us  of  this  Father. 

X  This  is  carrying  Father  /?  Goh.'cns  Charaflcr  very  high ; 
asd  favours  a  little  too  much  of  Panegyric. 

proved 
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^l^foved  fatal  to  one  of  a  more  vigorous  Conftitutiori 
than  he  enjoyed.  Perhaps  the  only  Fault  he  could 
have  been  charged  with,  was  the  too  fevere  Aufte- 
rities  he  prafticcd,  and  the  little  Care  he  took  of 
his  Health. 

The  peculiar  Talent  he  pofleftcd,  of  leading  Men 
into  the  Paths  of  Perfedlion,  had  won  him  the 
Confidence  of  g»-eat  Numbers  of  People.  To  be- 
hold the  Afiiduity  with  which  he  devoted  himfelf 
to  fo  fatiguing  an  Employment,  one  would  have 
concluded  that  it  took  up  his  whole  Time  •,  whilftj 
on  the  other  Hand,  fuch  as  were  Eye-witnefles  to 
the  Pains  he  took,  for  the  Advantage  of  the  Mif- 
fions,  when  employed  in  them  *,  and  to  procure  the 
Miflionaries  all  the  Succours  in  his  Power,  could 
fcarce  believe  that  he  had  a  Moment  to  fpare  for 
other  Occupations. 

I  am,  perfuaded,  reverend  Fathers,  that  in  addrcf- 
fing  tlie  following  Collection,  after  fo  many  others 
which  have  been  offered  you  by  Father  le  Gobien^ 
you  will  be  plealed  with  the  Duty  which  I  pay  thus 
tranfiently  to  his  Memory.  I  alfo  hope  that  you 
will  indulge  the  like  Favour  to  thcfe  Letters,  which 
you  have  done  to  all  the  preceding  ones.  I  will 
venture  to  affirm,  that  they  are  equally  calculated 
to  pleafe  the  Curious,  and  thofe  pious  Perlons  who 
interefl  themfelves  in  all  Things  relating  to  the  Ad- 
vancement of  Religion. 

The  firfl:  of  thele  Letters  has  already  been  ap- 
proved by  the  learned  Prelate  to  whom  it  is  ad- 
dreffed.  Father  Bouchei's  Defign  therein  is  to 
fhew,  by  ConjecStures  which  you  will  think  well  e- 
riough  grounded,  that  the  Nations  they  relate  to 
had  anti-iitly  a  Correfpondence  with  the  Jews  i 
that  they  copied  the  divine  Truths  from  their  Books; 
but  that  in  Froccfs  of  Time,  they  totally  disfigured 
them  by  the  numberlefs  Fidions  they  introduced  ; 
a  Circu m Trance  which  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  con- 
3  ftdcring 
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fidcrinp;  the  paOionate  Fondncfs  tliofc  People  havd 
for  Puctry. 

No  Pcrfon  was  abler  to  write  on  this  Subje6l  than 
FiUher  Bouchct ;  thofe  who  have  treated  it  before 
him  conkflinj};,  that  they  iiad  but  a  very  fuperficial 
Krtowiedge  of  it  *.  'I'licy  were  acquainted  only 
with  fuch  Indians  as  iiihabit  the  Coalts  ',  but  thcic 
Indians  themfclvcs  know  very  little  of  the  Princi- 
ples of  their  Religion  ;  the  Bramins,  who  are  the 
Literati  of  the  Country,  being  extrerriely  careful 
not  to  let  their  Books  f  get  into  other  Hands^  they 
thinking  that  it  would  profane  their  Doctrine,  Ihoukl 
tJK-y  niiike  it  too  common.  Bcfides,  *tis  their  In- 
tereit  to  conceal  this  Knowledge  from  the  People  ; 
for  Ihould  they  once  be  initiated  into  their  Myllc- 
ries,  the  Bramins  would  no  longer  be  confulted  ; 
but  foon  lofe  the  exalted  Diftin^lion,  which  arifes 
wholly  from  the  extraordinary  Idea  the  Vulgar  have 
formed  to  themfelves  of  their  Knowledge. 

Father  Bouejjet  found  an  Opportunity  of  remov- 
ing all  the  Difficulties  which  the  Europeans  meet 
with,  when  they  attempt  to  enquire  concerning  the 
Doctrine  of  the  Indians.  He  travelled  far  up  into 
their  Country,  where  he  refided  above  twenty  Years. 
Among  upwards  of  twenty  thoufand  Idolaters, 
whom  he  was  {o  happy  iis  to  baptize,  were  fe- 
veral  Bramins^  even  of  fuch  as  had  the  greateft  Re- 
putation,  and  were  famous  for  their  Learning.  By 
their  AITiftance  he  procured  thofe  Books  which  their 
Literati  conceal  fo  carefully  •,  and,  being  perfectly 
well  acquainted  with  their  Language,    he  perufed 

*  I  Aippofe  our  Jefuit  had  not  heard  of  the  reverend  Mr. 
Lords  Difcovery  of  the  Seft  of  the  Banin7]Sy  that  Author  hav- 
ing given  a  curious  Detail  of  thofe  Matters,  as  the  Reader  ma/ 
have  fecn  in  this  Work. 

f  Mr.  Lord  ohkvvcs.  Chap.  v.  of  his  Trcatife,  *  that  one  of 

*  the  Things  enjoine>l  Vviung  Bramhis  is,    not  to  communicate 

*  the  Myllcrics  of  their  Religion  to  any  of  a  difF;rent  Perfua- 

*  fion'. 
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them  attentively.  Befides,  he  had  long  and  frC^ 
qucnt  Convcrfiitions  with  the  Bramins^  upon  fuch 
Points  as  required  Explanation.  In  a  Word,  he 
exerted  his  utmoft  Endeavours,  to  get  a  thorough 
Kno^vledge  of  the  ridiculous  Syfteni  of  Religion 
which  the  Nations  in  qucftion  have  forged. 

This  MiiTionary  has  promifed  to  favour  us  with 
feveral  other  Obfervations,  made  by  him  on  the 
State  of  Phyfic  among  the  Indians  \  on  their  moral 
Maxims,  and  even  their  Poetry.  I  Ihall  not  fail  to 
infcrt  them,  in  the  following  Volumes,  as  they 
come  to  Hand. 

The  reft  of  the  Letters  which  form  the  enfuing 
Collc(5tion,  flicw  the  Hopes  we  may  juftly  enter- 
tain of  extending  fliil  farther  Chrift's  Kingdom 
in  idolatrous  Countries.  You  neverthelefs  will  find, 
efpecially  in  thofe  of  Father  A/  '-^tin^  or'^  Cii .  umftance 
(among  others)  which  affe(5ls  the  ■' liflionaries  in 
the  mod  fcnfible  manner,  and  thai  is,  freoMently  to 
find  an  abundant  Harvefl,  »v:ihout  being  able  to 
gather  it  for  want  of  CatLchiils.  'Tis  on  thofe; 
Occafions  that  the  evangelical  Poverty  they  proftli 
becomes,  in  fome  Meafure,  burthenfome  to  them. 

We  need  not  fear  but  that  a  fufficient  Supply  of 
Miflionaries  will  be  found.  'Tis  not  only  in  France 
(reverend  Fathers)  that  Perfons  of  the  monaftic 
Profeflion  earnellly  defire  to  be  fent  into  the  re- 
moteft  Countries.  The  like  Zeal  is  feen  in  the  reft 
of  the  Jefuits  fprCw.  1  over  the  different  Kingdoms  of 
Europe.  There  art  now  above  fourfcore  on  the 
Coafts  of  Spain^  who  only  wait  for  an  Opportu- 
nity of  going  to  America.  Several  others  from 
Germany^  hiive  already  travelled  through  Part  of 
France-,  and  thole  arc  now  upon  the  Road,  and  go- 
ing to  join  the  great  Number  of  Gorpel-laboureri 
in  queition, 
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We  likewife  expelled  a  confiderable  Supply  of 
fervent  MilTjonaries  from  Poland-,  but  probably 
'twill  be  long  before  that  Country  can  be  able  to 
fend  any  to  the  Heathen  Nations  ;  that  great  King- 
dom having  been  laid  wafte,  laft  Year,  by  the 
Plague,  which  carried  off  fourfcore  arid  twelve  Je- 
ftjits  who  attended  the  Infeded. 


/  am^  &c. 


J.  B.  Du  Halde  *. 


trailer  Bouchet,  a  Mljjidnary  of  Madura, 
and  Superior  of  the  new  Mifjion  oj  Carnata  ^^ 
to  Bifiop  HuET,  formerly  Bifoop  of  Avran™- 
ches. 


i    '  ! 


My  Lord, 

TH  E  Toils  of  a  Gofpel-labourer,  In  India,  arc 
fo  great,  and  fo  uninterrupted,  that  one 
•would  conclude  the  Duty  of  preaching  Chrift  to 
the  [Heathens,  and  inftruding  the  new  Converts, 
are  more  than  fufficient  to  employ  them.  And 
indeed,  at  certain  Seafons  of  the  Year,  fo  far  from 
having  Leifure  to  apply  tl>emfelves  to  Study,  they 
have  fcarce  Time  ro  take  the  requifitc  Food  5  and 
therefore  are  often  forced  to  employ  fome  of  the 

*  This  is  the  learned  Father  who,  a  few  Years  fince,  obliged 
the  Public  with  the  Account  of  Chinas  ifi  four  large  Volume?; 
Folio:  And  *tis  he  who  publiflied  all  the  fucceeding  Volumes  of 
the  prefent  Work. 

*  There  is  no  Date  to  this  Letter,  but  the  French  Original 
was  printed  in  »730.  Probably  this  Letter  was  writ  twenty 
Years  before. 
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Hours  they  otherwife  fhoulcl  dcv6Le  to  Sleep,    to 
Prayer,  and  the  other  Duties  of  their  Profcflion. 

Neverthelefs,  my  Lord,  in  other  Seafons,  and 
even  at  certain  Hours,  feme  Days,  we  have  Lei- 
fure  to  unbend  the  Mind  after  our  Fatigues,  by 
one  kind  of  Study  or  other.  Our  Care,  on  thefe 
Occafions,  is  always  to  make  thefe  Amufe- 
ments  of  Advantage  to  our  holy  Religion.  In  this 
View,  we  apply  ourfelves  to  fuch  Sciences,  as  are 
efteemed  by  thofe  Heathens^  at  whofe  Converfion 
we  labour  ;  and  we  endeavour  to  make  even  their 
Errors  of  Ufe,  towards  convincing  them  of  the 
Truths  in  which  we  came  to  inftrudt  them. 

'Twas  in  thofe  Seafons,  during  which  I  was  al- 
lowed fome  Leifure  from  the  Duties  of  my  Em- 
ployment, that  I  made  all  poflible  Enquiry  into  the 
Syftem  of  Religion  followed  by  thelc  Heathens, 
In  the  prefent  Letter  I  fliall  let  before  you,  and 
compare  fome  Conjedtures,  which,  I  believe,  will 
be  thought  important.  The  Defign  of  them  is  to 
prove,  that  the  Indians  borrowed  their  Religion 
from  the  Books  of  Mofes  and  the  Prophets  :  That 
notwithftanding  the  various  Fidions  with  which 
their  Books  are  interfperfed,  they  yet  cannot  quite 
eclipfe  the  Truths  concealed  under  them.  Finally, 
that,  abftraded  from  the  Religion  of  the  Hebrewsy 
which  they  learnt  (at  lead  in  part)  by  their  Cor- 
refpondence  with  the  Jews  and  Egyptians  -,  we  like- 
wile  difcover  among  them,  fome  evident  Footfteps 
of  the  Chrijlian  Religion,  which  had  been  preached 
to  them  by  the  Apollle  St.  Thomas,  by  Pantanus^ 
and  feveral  other  eminent  Perlbnages,  in  the  firft 
Ages  of  the  Church. 

I  did  not  doubt  but  you  would  approve  of  the 
Liberty  I  have  taken  to  addrefs  this  Letter  to  you  ; 
imagining,  that  a  Series  of  Reflexions,  which  are 
of  Ufe  to  confirm  and  defend  our  holy  Religion, 
(hould  naturally  be  offered  to  you.     This  Subjed 
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muft  afFe6t  your  Lordfhip  more  than  any  other  Per- 
fon,  as  you  have  demonftrated  the  Truth  of  the 
Chriftian  Religion,  with  prodigious  Erudition,  and 
a  moft  accurate  Knowledge  of  Antiquity  both  fa  • 
cred  and  profane. 

I  remember  to  have  read  in  your  learned  Demon- 
firatio  Evangelica^  that  the  Doftrine  of.  Mofes  had 
reached  as  far  as  India  :  And  your  Afliduity  in  re  • 
marking,  in  Authors,  all  fuch  Particulars  as  any 
way  favour  Religion,  was  the  Occafion  of  your  an- 
ticipating me  in  many  Particulars,  which  I  other- 
wife  ihould  have  mentioned  in  this  Place.  For  this 
Reafon  I  Ihall  only  add  fuch  Things  as  I  lately  dif- 
covered  in  this  Country,  by  the  Perufal  of  the  moft 
antient  Indian  Books,  and  the  Converfation  I  had 
with  the  learned  Men  here. 

'Tis  certain,  my  Lord,  that  the  Generality  of  the 
Indians  are  not  fo  abfurd  as  to  give  into  Atheifm  *. 


4i 


•  < 


** 


*  Pietro  della  Valle  informs  us»  that  many  of  thefe  InMans 
believe,  "  that  the  Soul  is  mortal  ;  that  the  World  is  governed 
by  Chance,  or  fimply  by  Nature,  without  any  Intermedia- 
tion of  God's  Providence  ;  Whilfii  others  look  upon  the  firfl 
Matter  as  God".  A  very  odd  Circumftance  it,  (as  he  had 
obferved  before)  **  that  they  neverthelefs  employ  feveral  Hours 
daily  in  Prayer,  before  their  Idols ;  and  that  with  fo  much 
Devotion  (fays  our  Traveller)  that  the  Chriftians  may  juftly 
blufh  for  their  Indolence  on  thofe  Occafions.  Their  Kinga 
themfelves  are  no  lefs  devout.**  Trovo  ancora^  chefra  quejU 
Idolatri .  . .  fvi  Jam  ancbe  moltif  che  tengono,  che  f  Animajla  mov 
iale^  e  che  il  movdo  Ji  gonjerni  a  Cafa^  o  femplicemente  della  Na- 
tura,  fenza  Pro'videnza  di  alcun  Dio :  iff  altri,  che  hanno  per 
Vio  la  Materia  prima.  Viaggi  di  Pietro  della  Valle,  pag.  80. 
Parte  prima,  in  Roma,  1658,  410.  He  had  before  faid,  pag, 
77.  Le  Orationi  ^  Adorationit  che  f anno  ne  i  loro  paefi,  a  i  loro 
tanti  Idoliy  per  quanta  bo  intefo,  e  cofa  di  molta  noia,  e  fatica  i 
/wiche  gli  JI^  Re,  Occupati  in  tanti  altri  Negotii  gra'vi,  che  non 
(t  hanno  a  tralafciare^  non  pofforo  nondimeno  far  di  matico  di  non 
conjumar  ne*  Pagodi,  in  quejie  Jdorationi^  Jette  l^  otto  hore  ogni 
giorno  ',  con  tanti  inchini,  con  tanti  proftramenti^  e  it  fatte  fati- 
ecfe  Ceremonie,  che  e  cofa  da  fderenare  ogni  robufto  galant  huomo^  6 
da  far  -vergognar  noi  altri  Clriftiani  della  pigritia  con  che  ci  ejer- 
sitiamo  nel  culto  efcrvigio  dd  i^ero  Di9, 
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They  entertain  a  tolerably  juft  Idea  of  the  Deity, 
the*  depraved  and  vitiated  by  the  Worfhip  of  I- 
dols.  They  acknowledge  an  infinitely- perfect  God 
who  exifts  from  all  Eternity,  and  comprehends  the 
i^oft  excellent  Attributes  in  himfelf.  Thus  far 
nothing  can  be  more  augufl:,  or  more  conformable 
to  the  Notion  which  God's  own  People  had  formed 
to  themfelves  of  the  Deity ;  but,  unhappily.  Idola- 
try has  added  the  following  Particulars  to  this  Belief. 
Moft  of  the  Indians  affirm,  that  this  great  Num- 
ber of  Deities  whom  they  now  worfhip,  are  only 
fo  many  fubaltern  Gods,  fubjedt  to  the  fupreme  Be- 
ing, who  is  equally  the  Lord  over  Gods  and  Men  *. 

*  This  agrees  with  Pietro  della  Vaile^  who  obferves,  fag.  1 20, 
that  *•  thefe  Indians  worftiip  many  of  their  Indigites,    or  Gods 
"  made  of  Men  :  But  that  there  are  ten  Idols,    among  others, 
•*  which  they  adore  and  confider  properly  as  Gods,     two  of 
*'  whom  are  Ramo  and  Crufcn.    As  I  Objeded,  how  can  there 
'*  pofllbly  be  ten  Gods,  as  you  confefs  but  one  folo  God,  Crea- 
*■  tor  of  all  Things,  invifible,  i^c.  My  Indian  Friend  replied, 
•*  that  they  acknowledged  indeed  that  God  was  but  one  ;    but 
*'  that  as  we  Chriliians  fay  that  God,  once  upon  a  Time,  took 
«  Flifh,  and  came  into  the  World  j  that  he  was  born,  lived,  and 
*'  died  Man  :  In  like  Manner  they  affirm,  that  he  was  born  and 
*'  came  into  the  World  not  only  once,  but  ten  Times ;  and  that, 
*'  in  very  remote   Ages,  lived  Ramo  ;    afterwards  other  Gods  ; 
**  and  laftly  Crufen^  who  is  of  much  later  Date,    and  will  re- 
*'  turn  and  be  born  again  in  future  Ages.      Tis  furely  an  un- 
"  accountable  Circiimllance,  for  them  to  divide  a  God  in  this 
**  Manner  without  any  Neceffity'*.     Mi  dice*  chee  •vera,  che  ejji 
adoianOy    ^   ri-verifcono  molti  e  molti  di  quegli  Indigeti  che    io 
dijjit  in  maniera  quaji  di  huomini  detficati :    Ma^  che  tra  gli  altri 
Idoli,  ne  banns  died,  che  gli  adorano,  e  tengano  propriamente  per 
Dii  i  due  de'  quali  Jono,  Ramo  e  Crufen.       E  repHcandogli  iof 
coKe potevano  ejfer  died  Di'\  fe  ejji  confeffa'vano  un  Diofoloy  Crea" 
ton,  in'vijibiltf    Sec,  mi  riJPo/e,  che  coM/ip//ano,  Dio  ejjere  unfolo  : 
Ma  che,  come  mi  Chriftiani  didamot  che  Dio  i'incarn'b  una  'vohay 
e  venne  al  mondot  e  nacque,  'vij/e,  e  muon  huomo  ;  cosi  eJJi  dicono, 
che  nacque,    e  njenne  al  ynondo,  non  una  ^voltCy  ma  died  j  e  che 
prima,  in  tempi  piii  antichiy  fu  Ramo,  come  anche  altri  in  altri 
tempi:  iff  poi  fu  ancora  Crufen,    che  e  piii  moderno  i    e  coji  che 
tengono  che  habbia  da  torna^e  a  nafcere  altre  volte  per  V  auvetiire: 
coja,  dclla  quale ^    piii  firnna  non  Jt  pub  ima^inare,  Jigiirando  uri 
D'iO  folo  in  tanti  di-verfifuppofiti,  Jen^  ahuna  necejjita. 
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This  great  God  (fay  they)  is  infinitely  above  all  o- 
ther  Beings  *,  and  this  infinite  Diftance  was  the 
Caufe  why  he  could  have  no  Correfpondence  with 
frail  Creatures.  And  indeed  what  Proportion  (con- 
tinue they)  can  there  be  between  an  infinitely  per- 
fedl  Being,  and  created  Beings,  fuch  as  we,  filled 
with  Imperfedions  and  Weakneffes  ?  This  (accord- 
ing to  them)  is  the  Reafon  why  Paraharavaflou^  or 
the  Supreme  God,  created  three  inferior  Gods,  BrU" 
ma^  JViftnou,  and  Routeren  *.     To  the  firil  he  gave 

the 

*  Mr.  Lordy  in  his  Account  of  the  Religion  of  the  Banlanst 
calls  them  Bremanv,  t'yftney,  and  Ruddery.  See  Chap.  7.  of  his 
Work.  They  are  called  by  the  French,  as  in  my  Original, 
Bruma^  VichvAt,  and  Routeren.  According  to  Mr.  Lord,  thefe 
were  three  Mortals,  and  not  inferior  Gods ;  and  were  three  Men 
formed  by  the  Creator,  not  immediately  after  his  Creation  of  the 
iirft  Man ;  but  in  the  fecond  Age  of  the  World  ;  after  all  Mankind 
had  been  dellroyed  for  their  Wickednefs.  See  the  above  Chap. 
7.  of  Mr.  Lord's  Treatife,  where  he  fays,  that  thefe  three  lall  Men 
were  of  greater  Perfedion  and  Excellency  than  thofe  of  the  for- 
mer Age  ;  he  enduing,  the  firll  with  the  Power  of  Creating,  the 
fecond  with  that  of  Preferving,  and  the  third  with  that  of  De« 
Itroying.  MrZor^/obferves  farther,  ^.37.  *' And  becaufe  the  World 
fhould  end  in  Defirudlion,  therefore  the  Continuance  of  Rud- 
dery [Routeren]  was  three  Times  as  long  as  the  other  two  ; 
that  when  the  great  Day  of  Judgment  fhould  come,  he  might 
deftroy  all  the  Bodies,  and  carry  the  Souls  with  him  to  the 
Place  of  Gbry".  Here  we  have  a  final  Judgment  and  Heaven. 
In  the  Conferences  betvjecn  the  Danifh  MiJJionaries,  and  the  Mala- 
barian  Braman?,  i^c.  p.  167.  the  three  vicegerent  Deities  are 
called  Biruma,  Wifchtnu,  and  Ruddireu,  or  Ifuren,  The  Bramin 
h;id  before  declared,  pag.  165.  ij  fcq.  "  We  believe  that  there  is 
*'  orfe  only  God,  the  Maker  and  Caufe  of  all  othci  Beings 
**  vvhatfoever :  For  if  we  did  not  believe  the  Exiltence  of  a  fu- 
**  preme  Being,  wliat  Ihould  put  us  upon  writing  fo  many  Books 
about  the  Exigence  and  Attributes  of  God;  and  fo  many 
voluminous  Writings  about  worfliipping  the  fupreme  Being 
leligioully  ?  .  .  .  We  call  him,  in  our  Tongue,  Denvadda- 
dunjuam;  and  fometinies  more  emphatically  Baraharaivaftw 
'^MagiraSaruiiocfurcn^  i.  e.  the  fuprcfne  indcpendant  Being,  Lord 
**  of  all.  . .  .  We  acknowledge  no  other  God  befides  him  ;  tho' 
**  many  Perfons,  as  his  ViregerentF,  vcfttid  with  Authority  by 
*'  him  to  govern  ilie  vifible  World,  are  commonly  called 
'*  Gudi.     'iiie  priucipal  and  moll  confiderable  among   them 
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the  Power  of  creating,    to  the  fccond  of  preferv- 
ing,  and  to  the  third  of  dcflroying. 
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are  three,  Biriima,  Wifchfnu,  and  Rudh-eu,  or  //«;y.':  :  And 
they  appearing  among  the  inhabitants  q\'  thi>  Land  at  fjn- 
dry  Tinii's  and  Places,  under  various  Shares,  cur  Forefathers 
gave  them  many  different  Name?,    exprefiive  of  fome  Cir- 
cumltance  or  other,  relating  to  the  divine  Apparition.    Thefe 
Gods    have  but  borrowed  Beings  and  precariojs    Employ- 
ments, which  are  to  continue  only  till  the  Reiiicution  of  all 
Things  to  their  firil  primitive  State  and  Condition  ;  and  thea 
the  fupreme   Being  fhall  be  all  in  all.  . . .  We  ellcem  thefe 
Gods  to  be  fuch  as  execute  the  hi^h  Commands   of  their 
Principal,  with  a  fubmifiive  and  moil  profound  Obedience.  .  . 
We  believe  them  to  be  omnipotent,  oniniprercnt,  omnifcient, 
moll  holy,    jull  and  good.  .  .  'Tis  upon  this  Suppofition  thac 
we  diretl  our  Prayers  and  Supplications  to  them,  and  honour 
"  their  Alcars  with  Burnt-offjrings  ;  all  which  we  doy  purfuaiit 
"  to  the  Uriel  Orders  of  the  Divine  B.;ing".     I  fhall  give  an 
Extradl  of  the  Anfwer  made  by  the  Millionarie?,  as  it  informs 
us  of  feveral  Particulars  relating  to  the  hidian  Worlhip.    *'  You 
deftroy,with  one  Hand,  what  you  build  and  cltablifli  with  thq 
other,  by  afferting  a  Plurality  of  G  ;ds,  always  at  Defiance, 
and  in  open  Hoftiiity  among  tiiemklves ;    fupplanting,  de- 
ftroying,  and   murthering  one  another ;    as  in  the-  Cafe  of 
Wifcthnu  and  Maiieli  i    and  in  that  of  Biruma,  beheaded  by 
Ifureriy  and  De-vjaindoren  depofed   by  fome  petty  fubordinaie 
Deities.     Thefe,  and  fuch  likelnconfiftencies,  are  deftruftive 
of  all  true  religious  Worlhip  :  For  'tis,  according  to  your  own 
Syftem,    altogether  imprafticable ;    becaufe  you  know   not 
where  to  addrefs  yourfelves  in  Time  of  Danger  :    For  if  you 
direcl  your  Prayers  ^o  the  one,  another  "Deity  is  off-'ndeti  at 
your  Devotion  ;  and  the  Multiplicity  of  thefe  intriguing  Gods 
have  quite  defeated  and  deprived  the   fupreme   God    of  the 
Worlhip  due  to  his  Name.     To  come  to  the  fundry  Appari- 
tions of  your  God  li'urcn,  who  appeared  fixty-four  Times-in 
Madurei,  under  the  Name  o^Tfahokkciadcn.     One  of  his  Ap- 
pearances was  to  a  Widow,  in  whofe  S.rvice  he  eng.^.gcd  him- 
ielf,  upon  Condition  he  might  have  Meat  enough  ;  upon  which 
he  fell  to  eating  fo  ravenoufly,  that  no  Threats  or  Perfuafions 
could  induce  him  to  follow  any  fort  of  Work  :    So  that,  at 
lafl,  the  Widow  complaining  to  the  King  againlt  this  infacia- 
ble  Eater,  the  Monarch  gave  him  fuch  a  chumping  Blow,  that 
'*  was  felt  all  the  World  over  *  ;    but   Ifuren  difappeared  that 
**  Inftant.     Many  more  fuch  Pranks  are  found  in  Ijurcni  Hi- 
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But  thefe  three  Gods  worfhipped  by  the  Indians^ 
are,  according  to  their  learned  Men,  the  Children 

of 
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flory.  As  for  Wifcthnu,  you  fay,  that  he  appeared  ten  Times  un-r 
der  the  Form  of  a  Swine,  a  Tortoife,  and  many  more  ridiculous 
Configurations,  in  which,  were  he  now  to  appear  before  you  in 
this  Aflcmby,  you  would  all  run  away  ;  take  him  for  a  ghaftly 
Devil,  and  not  for  your  beloved  God  VVifchtnu,  If  you  were 
not  quite  deprived  of  your  Underftanding,  you  would  elleem 
him  worfe,  if  pofiible,  than  any  Devil  »  his  whole  Courfe  of 
afting  being  nothing  but  a  continued  Series  of  Thefts,  Mur- 
thers,  Adulteries,  ^V."  Thei?Aw;?/«janfwered  ;  *♦  This  Mul- 
tiplicity of  Gods  is  one  of  the  Paftimes  of  the  chief  fupreme 
Being,  who  delights  in  Variety  :"  The  Danijh  Miflionary  re- 
joined, "  at  this  Rate  you'll  make  the  greateft  Villainies  and  A- 
•'  bominations  to  be  the  Delight  of  the  Almighty  j  which  de- 
?'  Ilroys  the  Difference  between  Vice  and  Virtue,  between  Good 
**  and  Evil"  The  Miflionary  afterwards  explained  to  them  the 
Nature  of  the  Chyiftian  Religion,  to  which  an  Indian  Ri/chi^ 
or  prophet,  made  leveral  Objedions  j  but  at  lail  they  parted  ve- 
ry good  Friends. 

Bemier  informs  us.  Vol.  2.  fag,  139,  of  bis  Voyages,  in 
French^  printed  in  Aw  ft  er  dam  ^  >723,  \2fno.  That  the  Indian 
Bethiy  or  Books  of  Science,  declare,  that  God  being  determin- 
ed to  create  the  World,  did  not  think  fit  10  do  this  immediately, 
but  created  thrpe  very  perfeft  Beings.  The  firft  was  Brahma,  fig- 
nifying  penetrating  into  all  Things  ;  the  kcoxi^Eefchen,  or  exilt- 
ing  in  all  Things;  and  the  third  Mehahdeti,  or  mighty  Lord. 
That  by  Brahma,  he  created  the  World  ;  by  Befcheuy  he  pre- 
ferves  it  j  and,  by  Mthahdeu  he'll  deftroy  it.  That  Brahma,  at 
the  Command  of  God,  publifhed  the  four  Beths  or  Books  of 
Science ;  for  this  Reafon,  he  is  reprefented  with  four  Heads  in 
feme  of  their  Temples. 

With  refpeft  to  thefe  three  Beings,  I  have  met  (fays  he )  with  fome 
European  MilTionaries,  who  pretend  that  the  Heathens  have  fome 
Jdea  of  the  A-Jyllery  of  the  Trinity  ;  and  fay  that  it  is  exprefly 
declared  in  their  Books,  that  they  are  three  Perfons  in  one  God. 
I  myfelf  have  frequently  difcouried  with  ihcix  Bramins  on  this 
Subjtft,  but  they  txpreficd  themfclves  fo  confufedly,  that  I  never 
could  underftand  their  Meaning  perfeftly.  Some  I  met  with  de- 
clared them  to  be  three  true  and  very  perfect  Creatures  called 
Deutast  of  whic^i  they  leem  not  to  have  a  clear  Idea,  any  more 
than  the  ancient  Idolaters  of  their  Genius  or  Numina^  which  I  take 
to  be  theCe  Deiitas.  {  indeed  have  met  with  others  (of  the  great- 
ell  Learning  among  them)  who  declared  that  thefe  Beings  were 
really  but  one  and  the  iame  God,  confidered  in  three  Refpedls, 
•t//>;.  as  Creator,  rrelsJiver,  and  Dellroyer  of  Things :  But  they 
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of  one  Woman  called  Parachatti^  that  is,  fupreme 
Power.  Were  we  to  reduce  this  Fidlion  to  what  it 
was  originally,  we  there  fhould  difcover  the  Truth, 
thus  clouded  with  the  ridiculous  Falfities  which 
Satan,  the  Father  of  Lies,  lias  added  to  it. 

The  antient  Indians  meant  no  more  than  this : 
That  all  Things  done  in  the  Worlds  whether  by 
Creation,  which  they  afcribed  to  Bruma ;  by  Pre- 
fervation,  which  belongs  to  Wijinou ;  or,  by  the 
different  Changes,  which  are  the  Work  of  Route- 
ren,  flow  entirely  from  the  abfolute  Power  of  Para^ 
baravaftou^  or  the  fupreme  God.  Tiiefe  carnal- 
minded  People  afterwards  made  a  Woman  of  their 
Parachatti ;  and  fuppofe  her  to  have  three  Children, 
who  are  only  the  principal  EfiTeds  of  the  Almighty 
Power.  And  indeed  Cbatti  fignifies,  -in  the  Indian 
Language,  Power;  and  Para^  fupreme,  or  ab- 
folute. 

This  Idea  which  the  Indians  form  to  themfelves 
of  a  Being  infinitely  fuperior  to  the  other  Deities, 
fhows  at  Jeaft  that  their  Forefathers  worfhipped 
but  one  God  ;  and  that  Polytheifm  was  introduced 
among  them,  no  otherwife  than  among  the  reft  of 
the  idolatrous  Nations. 

I  don't  pretend,  my  Lord,  to  aflert,  that  the  a- 
bove  Relation  is  a  very  manifeft  Proof  that  the  /«- 
dians  muft  have  held  a  Correfpondence  with  the  E* 
gyptians  or  Jews,  I  am  fenfible  that  the  Author  of 
Nature  has  engraved,  without  any  fuch  Afliftance, 
this  fundamental  Truth  in  the  Minds  of  all  Men  5 
and  that  it  continues  unalterably  fuch,  till  changed 
and  depraved  by  the  Corruption  of  their  Hearts. 
For  this  Reafon  I  Ihall  not  take  Notice  of  the  Idea 

did  not  oblervc  any  Thi.ng  of  the  three  diftinft  Perrons  in  one 
fble  God. 

It  appears,  from  thefe  feveral  Authors,  that  the  Heathen  In- 
d'lans  vvorfhip  one  fupreme  God,  but  divide  his  Power  in  a  very 
extravagant  Manner. 
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which  the  Indians  form  to  themfelves  concerning 
the  Immortality  of  the  Soul,  and  many  more 
Truths  of  the  like  Kind. 

I  believe,  however,  you  will  not  be  difplcafed  to 
be  told  the  Manner  in  which  the  Indian  Books  re- 
late that  Man  refembk-s  the  fupreme  Being.  A 
learned  Bramin  afiirmcd  to  me,  that  he  drew  the 
following  Particulars,  on  that  Subjed,  from  one  of 
their  moll  antient  B^)oks.  Figure  to  yourfelf,  fays 
that  Author,  a  Million  of  large  VelTds  quite  filled 
with  Water,  on  which  the  Sun  darts  his  luminous 
Rays.  This  beautiful  Planet,  tho'  fingle  in  its 
Kind,  multiplies  itfelf  in  fome  Mcafure  ;  and  paints 
itlelf  totally,  in  a  Moment,  on  each  of  thele  Veflels ; 
fo  that  a  very  perfect  Refcmblance  of  it  is  feen  in 
them  all.  Now  our  Bodies  are  thefe  Veflels  filled 
with  Water  ;  the  Sun  is  the  Image  of  the  fupreme 
Being  ;  and  the  Figure  of  the  Sun,  painted  on  each 
of  thefe  Veflels,  is  a  natural  Rcprefentation  enough 
of  the  iiuman  Soul,  created  after  the  Image  of  God 
himfelf  *. 

I  proceed  to  fome  Particulars  which  are  ftill  more 
flrongly  exprefled,  and  will  better  fatisfy  a  Perfon 
of  your  Lordlhip's  great  Sagacity.  Permit  me  to 
Hate  thefe  feveral  Things  fimply  as  I  v  s  told 
them.  'Twould  be  altogether  needlefs,  as  I  am 
writing  to  fo  learned  a  Prelate,  to  introduce  any 
Refledtions  of  my  own  on  this  Occafion. 

The  Indians^  as  I  before  obferved,  think  that 
Bruma  is  the  fubaltern  God,  whom  the  fupreme 
Deity  endued  with  the  Power  of  Creation.  The 
firfl:  Man  was  therefore  created  by  Bruma ;  but  the 
Circumflance  which  ferves  to  my  Purpofe  is,  Bruma 
created  Man  of  frefh  Earth  or  Clay,  He  found  in- 
deed fome  Difficulty  before  he  could  finilh  his 
Work,  being  forced  to  make  more  than  one  Eflay  j 

*  This  is  a  noble  tho'  wild  Image,  and  might  be  exceedingly 
beautiful,  if  properly  worked  up  in  Poetry. 

I  and 
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and  'twas  but  at  the  third  that  he  fucceeded.  Fic- 
tion added  the  laft  Circumftance  to  Truth  ;  and  'tis 
no  Wonder  that  a  fubaltern  God  fiiould  be  obh'ged 
to  make  fcvcral  Trials,  before  he  could  create  Man 
in  the  perfect  Proportion  of  the  feveral  Parts  which 
appear  in  him.  But  had  the  Indians  adhered  to 
what  Nature,  •  and  probably  theii'  Correfpondence 
with  the  Jc-JDS^  taught  them  concerning  the  Unity 
of  God,  they  would  likewife  have  been  contented 
with  what  they  had  learnt,  by  the  fame  Canal,  con- 
cerning the  Creation  of  Man  *,  they  then  would 
only  have  afierted,  as  they  do  after  the  Scriptures, 
that  Man  was  formed  of  Clay,  newly  come  out  of 
the  Hands  of  the  Creator  *. 

But  this,  my  Lord,  is  not  all.  Man  being  once 
created  by  Bruma^  with  the  Difficulty  above  de- 
fcribed,  the  new  Creator  was  the  more  delighted 


*  According  to  Mr.  Lord^  Chap,  i .  of  his  learned  Work, 
the  Banians  believe  that  the  fupreme  God,  after  his  Creation  of 
the  World,  and  the  Creatures  thereto  belonging,  created  Man. 
Here  follows  that  Author's  Words./.  3.  '  God  refolved  to  create 

*  Man,  as  a  Creature  more  worthy  than  the  reft,    and  one  that 

*  might  be  moft  capable  of  the  Works  of  God.     The  Earth 

*  then  did,  at  God's  Voice  and  Command,  render  this  Creature 

*  from  his  Bowels,  his  Head  firft  appearing,  and  after  that  his 

*  Body,  with  all  the  Parts  and  Members  ©f  the  fame,  into  whom 

*  God  conveyed  Life,  which  as  foon  as  he  had  received,  wit- 

*  neffed  itfelf ;  for  Colour  began  to  (how  itfelf  red  in  his  Lips, 

*  his  Eye- lids  began  to  difclofe  the  two  Lights  of  Nature,  the 

*  Parts  of  his  Body  bewrayed  their  Motion  ;  and  his  Under- 

*  ftanding  being  informed,  he  acknowledged  his  Maker,  and 

*  gave  him  Worftiip.     That  this  Creature  might  not  be  alone, 

*  who  was  made  by  Nature  fociable,   God  feconded  him  with 

*  a  Companion,  wliich  was  Woman ;   to  whom  not  fo  much 

*  the  outward  Shape,    as  the  Likenefs  of  the  Difpofition  and 

*  Mind  feem  agreeing  ;  and  the  firft  Man's  Name  was  Pourous^ 

*  and  the  Woman's  Name  was  Parcoutee  ;  and  they  lived  con- 

*  joined  together  as  Man  and  Wife,  feeding  on  the  Fruits  of  the 

*  Earth,  without  the  Deftrudlion  of  any  living  Creature'.  Our 
learned  Author  relates  afterward,  that  four  Sons  fprung  from 
them :  Brammon,  Cuttery,  Shuddery  and  Wyfe ;  and  that  thefe 
four  peopled  the  diiferent  Parts  of  our  Earth. 

with 
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with  his  Creature,  as  the  forming  it  had  coft 
him  more  Pains,  The  nexc  Thing  was,  to  place 
it  in  a  fuitable  Habitation. 

The  Scriptures  prefent  us  with  a  nioft  fplcndid 
Account  of  the  terreftrial  Paradife  ;  and  the  W/- 
/z;,"!  give  us  almoR-  as  magnilicent  a  Defcription  of 
their  Chorcam.  They  declare  it  to  be  a  Garden  of 
Delights,  in  which  an  Abundance  of  Fruits  of  e- 
very  Kind  is  found.  It  even  contains  a  Tree, 
whofe  Fruit  would  give  Immortality,  were  Men 
allowed  to  eat  of  it.  'Twould  be  furprizing  that  a 
People,  who  had  never  heard  of  the  terreftrial  Pa- 
radife, fhould  have  drawn  fo  exadl  a  Pidlqre  of 
it*. 

A  furprizing  Circumftance  is,  that  the  inferior 
Gods,  who,  immediately  after  the  Creation  of  the 
World  multiplied  to  almoft  Infinitude,  were  not  en- 
dued with  the  Priviledge  of  Immortality,  (or  did 
not  know  it)  which  yet  they  would  been  very  glad 
of.  Here  follows  a  Story  which  the  Indians  relate 
on  this  Occafion.  This  Story,  tho'  fo  very  fabu- 
lous, was  antiently  borrowed  from  the  Dodrine  of 
the  Hebrews^  and  perhaps  from  that  of  the  Qhri-- 
ftmu\ 

The  Gods,  fay  our  Indians^  did  all  that  lay  in 
their  Power  to  attain  Immortality.  In  the  Courfe 
of  their  Enquiries  they  refolved  to  attempt  the  Tree 
of  Life  which  grew  in  the  Chorcam,  They  fuc^ 
eeeded  ;  and  by  eating,  at  Intervals,  of  the  Fruits 
of  that  Tree,  they  procured  the  precious  Treafure 
which  it  concerns  them  fo  highly  not  to  lofe, 
Cbekff,  a  famous  Serpent,  perceived  that  the  Tree 
of  Life  had  been  diicovered  by  the  Deities  of  the 
fecond  Claf^.  As  he  probably  had  been  appointed 
Guardian  of  this  Tree,  he  was  fo  exaiperated  at  his 

*  We  read,  in  Mr.  Lord,  Chap.  z.p.S.  *  that  Man  was  created 
•  in  the  midil  of  the  F,arth,  in  fome  pleafant  Place,  where  the 
'  Sun  at  high  Noon  deprived  Subilanccs  of  their  Shadows. 

being 
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being  overreached  thus,  that  he  indantly  cafl:  forth 
fi  vail  Quantity  of  Poilbn,  which  infeded  the  whole 
Earth,  fo  thi.t  not  a  fingle  Man  was  to  have  ef- 
caped  its  baneful  Influence.  Mowever,  the  Gcd 
Cbiven  took  Pity  of  iManliind  ;  wh.*n  afluming  the 
human  Shr.pi',  he  rvvalJcvvcd  at  once  all  the  c^oilbn 
with  which  the  malicious  Serpent  had  infedtcd  the 
Ur.iverfe. 

Yc^r  Lonllhip  may  obferve,  that  the  Subject 
clears  np  in  Proportion  v.",  we  proceed.  Be  fo  good 
as  tp  lillen  to  wiiat  I  ihali  call  another  Fi61:ion  ;  for 
'tv.ould  be  deceiving  you,  to  give  it  any  other 
Name.  You  there  will  eafily  difcover  the  PLftory 
of  the  Flood,  and  its  principal  Circun^itances,  as 
fclated  in  Scripture  *. 

The 
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*lnC/jap,  6.;).35.  ofMr.  LonTs  Work,  mention  is  alfo  made 
of  a  general  Deluge,  as  believed  by  the  Banians.  *  Thus  every 
'  Day  prel'cnting  new  Platforms  of  Wickednefs  (fays  our  Author) 

*  and  Sins  that  made  a  Noife,  God  grew  angry,  and  liic  irica- 

*  yens  were  cloathed  with  Blacknefs  and  Terror ;  the  Seas  be^ 
'  gan  to  fwell,  as  if  they  meant  to  join  with  the  Clouds  ia 
^  Man's  Dertrudlion  ;  a   great  Noife  was  heard  aloft,  fuch  as 

*  ■  ufeth  to  difmay  mortal  Wretches ;  and  Thunder  and  Light-^ 

*  ning  flalhed  from   the  Poles,  fuch  as  leemed   to  threaten  a  fi- 

*  nal  Wrack  to  the  Earih  j  but  as  if  the  World  needed  cleanf- 

*  ing  of  his  Defilement  and  Pollution,  there  came  a  Flood, 
■  that  covered  all  Nations  in  the  Depths.     Thus  the  Bodies  had 

*  their  Judgment  }    but  the  Souls  were  lodged  in  the  Bofom  of 

*  the  Almighty,  and  fo  concluded  the  firfl  Age  of  the  World, 
f  according  to  the  Tradition  of  tiie  Banians*.  Thus  we  have 
the  Belief  of  a  general  Deluge,  according  to  Mr.  Lord,  whofe 
Veracity  I  dpn't  remember  to  have  ever  been  called  in  quelUon. 
The  Banians  (according  to  the  fecond  Part  of  their  Shafier^ 
which  is  as  their  Bible)  fay,    *  Thft?  they  are  enjoined  frequent 

*  wafhing  of  theii  Bodies  in  Rivers,  to  keep  in  Memory  the  De- 
f  ftru<^ion  that  wai-  brought  upon  the  World  for  their  Defilement 
f  and  Sin'.  Theie  Wafl>ings  cleanfe  from  pail  Sins.  This  fe- 
cond Part  of  the  ^hc.fter  relates  alfp  to  the  Ceremonial  or  their 
Anointings,  Offerings  under  green  Trees,  Prayers,  Pilgrima- 
ges, Invocations,  Adorations;  their  Forms  of  Baptitm,  Marri- 
ages, Burials.  See  Mr.  Lord,  Chap.  9.  where  'tis  alfo  obfcrv'd, 
that  they  ufe  Proceflions,    with   Singing  and  loud  Tinkling  of 

■ '  Bell> 
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The  God  Routeren^  the  great  Dcftroycr  of  created 
Beings,  refolvcd,  once  upon  a  Time,  to  drown  all 

Mankind, 

Bells,  Offerings  to  Images,  Tn.  .'.rion  ot'  Saints.  They  bap- 
tize with  Water  (but  the  Children  of  the  Bran;ins  are  alfo  anoint- 
ed with  Oil)  at  which  Time  the  Child  i"^  named.  At  the  Time  of 
the  Birth  of  a  Bramm\  Child,  they  calculate  its  Nativity,  which 
they  don't  publiih  till  the  Day  of  its  Marriage.  They  marry 
about  the  fevcnth  Year  of  their  Age  ;  they  confidering  Marri- 
age as  one  of  the  moll  blefled  Adions  of  a  Man's  Life.  In  their 
Burials,  they  burn  the  Body  to  Aihes,  and  difpctfe  thefe  A* 
broad  into  the  Air.  Then  follows  their  Mourning  for  the  Dead. 
The  Cullom  of  a  Woman's  burning  herfelf  alive,  at  the  Fune- 
ral of  her  Husband,  Mr.  Loni  taken  to  be  of  a  more  modern 
Date  than  thcfornur  Inftitutions.  CA«/».  1^.  p.  87.  we  are  told  of 
a  fecond  Dclbu(!'^ion  of  Mankmd  in  manner  following.     *  The 

•  Lord  gave  Chargf:to  RiuUeryt  who<e  Office  was  to  bring  Judg- 

•  ment  and  Deftrudioii  on  Sinners,    to  caufe  the  Bowels  of  the 

•  Earth  to  fend  forth  a  Wind,  to  fwr-p  the  Nations,  as  the  Dull 

•  from  the  Face  of  tlic  Earth.     So  Rudikry  enraged  the  Winds 

•  in  the  Bowels  of  the  Ear:h,  which  burll  forth  into  Eruptions, 

•  and  the  great  Body  of  tiic  World  had  her  Trepidations  and 
'  Waverings  j  the  Day  Teemed  to  change  Colour  with  the  Night, 

•  the  Mountains  and  Hills  wcr^j  hurled  from  their  Foundations;' 

•  and,  as  fome  report,  the  River  Ganges  was  carried  from  her 

•  wonted  Rore,  to  run  in  a  new  Channel ;   fo  the  Tempeft  de- 

•  ftroyed  all  People,  faving  a  few  that  the  Lord  permitted  Vi- 

•  Jtney  to  cover  with  the  Skirt  of  his  Prefervationi  referved  to 

•  be  the  Propagators  of  Mankind  in  the  third  Age'.  Mankind 
(a  few  excepted)  were  extirpated  a  third  Time  by  an  Earth- 
quake. See  Chap.  14.  The  Bram'tm  fay,  that  we  are  now  in  tl  e 
fourth  or  laft  Age  ;  and  that  the  laft  Judgment,  (the  Period  of  all 
fublunary  Things)  will  be  as  follows.  See/.  91.  '  This  Judgment 

•  will  be  more  dreadful  than  any  of  the  reft,  and  be  by  Fire.' 
They  add,  *  That  Ruddery  (hall  then  fummon  up  all  the  Powers 

•  of  Deftruftion  ;  that  the  Moon  fhall  look  red  ;  that  the  Sun 

•  (hall  (bed  his  purling  Light  like  flaming  Brimftone  ;  that  the 

•  Lightning  (hall  flafli  with  Terrors ;  the  Skies  (hall  change  in- 

•  to  all  Colours ;    but  efpecially  iiery  Rednefs  (hall  overfpread 

•  the  Face  of  Heaven  ;    that  the  four  Elements  of  which  the 

•  World  at  fiift  was  conftituted,  (hall  be  at  Oppofition  and  Va- 

•  riance,  till  by  this  Agony  (he  be  turned  to  her  firft  Confufion. 

•  Then  ((ay  they)  (hall  Ruddery  carry  up  the  Souls  of  all  Pec- 
'  pie  to  Heaven  with  him,  to  reft  in  God's  Bofom,  but  the  Bo- 
'  dies  fhall  all  peri(h ;  fo  that  they  believe  not  the  Refurreftion, 

'  for  (fay  they)  Heaven  b.ing  a  Place  that  is  pure,  it  cannot 
'  be  capable  of  lUch  grols  Subilances'.  See  Mr.  Lord,  Chap.  15. 

Mr. 
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Mankind,  whofc  Adlions  he  declared,  Iiad  been 
fuch,  that  he  had  the  greatell  Caule  to  be  diflatis- 

fied 

Xfr.  Lord's  Book,  from  which  I  have  borrowed  fo  many  Parti- 
culars, is  writ  with  great  Strength,  Politenefs,  and  Beauty,  tlio* 
printed  above  an  hundred  and  ten  Years  fince.  I  cannot  Ibrbear 
taking  Notice  here,  tho'  it  be  quite  a  Digreflion,  that  the  great 
y\uthor  of  Parad'tfe  Lofi^  fecms  to  me,  to  liave  perufed 
the  Book  in  quellion  ;  which  I  fhall  exemplify  as  follows.  Mr. 
Lord  obfcrves  that  Bramwon,    *  travelling  towards  the  Eaft  (ia 

*  fearch  of  a  Wife)  came  to  a  Valley,  through  which  a  Brook 

*  flowed,  in  the   Dcfcent  of  which  there  appeared  a  Woman, 

*  quenching  her  Thirrt  at  the  Stream.     They  were  both  naked 

*  (fays  he)  Innocence  not  being  then  afhamed  to  reveal  her  Retire- 

*  ments  and  Privacies ;    nor  having  finned  fo  much  with  thefe 

*  immodeit  Parts,  as  to  need  a  Veil  to  fhroud  them  from  Sight*. 
Thus  Mi/ion,  Paradije  Loft,  Book  IV.  Line  312. 

*  Nor  thofe  myfterious  Parts  were  then  conceaPd, 

*  Then  was  not  guilty  Shame, 

*  So  pafsM  they  naked  on,  nor  fhunn'd  the  Sight 

*  Of  God  or  Angel,  for  they  thought  no  111. 

Bramtnon  afterwards  addreffing  this  Woman,  prevailed  upon 
her  to  become  his  Wife,  *  for  Joy  whereof,  the  Sun  put  on  his 
'  nuptial  Luftre,  and  looked  bightcr  than  ordinary,  caufing  the 

*  Seafon  to  fhine  upon  them  with  golden   Joy  ;    and  the  Silver 

*  Moon  welcomed  the  Evening  of  their  Repofe,    whilft  Mufic 

*  from  Heaven  fent  forth  a  pleafing  Sound,  like  the  Accents  of 

*  the  fonorous  Trumpet,  joined  in  Concert  with  the  triumphant 

*  Drum.     So  at  the  Nuptials  of  Adam  and  £v^,  Parad'tfe  Loft, 

*  Book  VIJI.  Line  511. 

<  All  Heaven 
'  And  happy  Conftellations  on  that  Hour 

*  Shed  their  feleftelt  Influence ;  the  Earth 

*  Gave  Sign  of  Gratulation,  and  each  Hill. 

*  Joyous  the  Birds ;  frefli  Gales  and  gentle  Airs 

*  Whifper'd  it  to  the  Woods,  and  from  their  Wings 

*  Flung  Rofe,  flung  Odours  from  the  Ipicy  Shrub. 

The  Woman  that  Cuttery,  the  fecond  Son,  met  with,  is  thus 

defcribed  by  Mr.  Lord.     *  She  advanced  with  a  martial  Gait, 

no  lefs  flow  than  majcftic.     Adown  her  Shoulders  her  Trefles 

*  fell  gracefully  ;    and   thefe  by  the  Motion  of  the  Air,  were 

*  turned  into  an  agreeable   Diforder.     Every  Blaft  that  made  a 

*  Change  in  their  JDifpafiiion,  gave  a  new  Grace  to  her  excel- 

*  lent 
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fied  with  them;  However  his  Defign,  tho*  carried 
on  with  great  Secrecy,  was  difcovered  by  Wiftnou^ 
Preferver  of  the  Creatures.  By  this  you'll  perceive, 
my  Lordj  that  they  had  the  higheft  Obligation  to 
him  on  this  Occafion.  Wiftnou  difcovered  the  very 
Day  on  which  the  Flood  was  to  break  forth.  His 
Power  was  not  {o  confiderable,  as  that  he  could  fuf- 
pend  the  Execution  of  the  Defign,  formed  by  the 
God  Routeren ;  but  then,  his  Quality  of  Preferver- 
God^  inverted  him  with  Authority  enough  to  pre- 
vent the  moft  pernicious  EfFeds  of  it^  which  he  did 
in  Manner  following. 

Appearing  one  Day  to  Sattiavartiy  his  chief  Con- 
fident, he  told  him  privately,  that  an  univerfal  De- 
luge would  foon  follow ;  that  the  Earth  would  ht 
overflowed  \  and  that  Rotiteren  intended,  on  this 
Occafion^  to  deftroy  all  Mankind,  and  every  Ani- 
mal. He  bid  himj  however,  not  be  under  any 
Apprehenfions  %  for  that  he,  fpite  of  Routeren^ 
would  find  Means  to  preferve  him  {Sattiavarti ;) 
and  fo  order  Matters,  that  he  would  have  where- 
withal to  repeople  the  Earth.  Wijinouh  Intention 
was  to  bring  forth  a  wonderful  Veflel  or  Bark,  at  a 
Time  when  Routeren  fhould  lead  be  in  Expedation 
of  any  fuch  Veflel  5  and  to  fhut  up  in  it  a  prodigi- 
ous Multitude  (eight  hundred  and  forty  Millions  at 
leaftj  of  Souls  and  Seeds  of  Beings.     He  ordered 


lent  Perfon.     TJiis  is  partly  the  DefcriptionI  which  Milton 
(Book  IV.  Line  $04.)  gives  of  f'z;^. 

*  She  as  a  Veil  down  to  the  flender  Walrf,- 

*  Her  unadorned  golden  Trefles  wore 
Difhevel'd,  but  in  wanton  Ringlets  wav*d^ 
As  the  Vine  curls  her  Tendrils.  — — 
(irace  was  in  all  her  Steps,  Heaven  in  her  Eye, 
In  Qyt:iy  Gellure,  Dignity  and  Love. 

Book  VIII.  Line4S8. 

Some  other  PalTages  might  be  compared,  to  enforce  my  Ob- 
fervation  :  But  if  Milto7i  did  borrow  any  Hints  from  our  Author,' 
in  how  wonderful  a  Manner  has  he  embeilifhed  them  I 
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Satiiavartiy  at  the  Time  of  the  Flood,  to  afcend  a 
certain  vaft  high  Mountain,  which  he  pointed  ouu 
to  him  very  carefully.  Some  Time  after,  Sattia- 
vartiy  as  had  been  foretold,  perceived  a  numberlels 
Multitude  of  Clouds  gathering.  He  then  perceiv'd, 
calm  and  undifturbed,  the  Storm  rifing  over  the 
Heads  of  guilty  Men  -,  when  immediately  there  fell 
from  Heaven  the  mofl  dreadful  Rain  that  ever  was 
feen.  The  Rivers  rofe,  and  fpread,  with  Rapidity, 
over  the  whole  Surface  of  the  Earth.  The  Sea 
broke  its  Bounds ;  when,  mixing  with  the  fwelled 
Rivers,  it  foon  covered  rlie  higheil  Mountains. 
And  now  Trees,  Animals,  Men,  Cities,  King- 
doms, were  fwallowed  up,  and  all  living  Creaiures 
deftroyed. 

In  the  mean  Time  Sattiavarti^  with  fome  of  his 
Penitents,  had  withdrawn  themfelves  to  the  Moun- 
tain^  where  they  waited  for  the  promifed  Succour, 
which,  yet,  could  not  prevent  his  being  feized,  e- 
very  now  and  then,  with  certain  Emotions  of  Fear. 
The  Water  which  rofe  higher  every  Inftant,  and 
advanced  infenfibly  towards  the  Place  where  he 
Hood,  filled  him,  from  time  to  time,  with  terrible 
Alarms.  Neverthelefs,  the  Inftant  he  fancied  him- 
felf  loft,  he  faw  the  Bark,  which  was  to  fuve  him, 
appear.  Immediately  he  entered  it,  with  the  vir- 
tuous Perfbns  his  Companions  *,  taking  alfo  the  eight 
hundred  and  forty  Millions  of  Souls  and  Seeds  of 
Beings. 

The  Difficulty  now  was,  to  manage  the  Veflfel ; 
and  to  prevent  her  being  buried  under  the  Waves, 
which  roared  horribly.  But  Wiftnou  intervened  on 
this  Occafion  ;  when  inftantly  affuming  the  Shape 
of  a  Fifli,  he  made  his  Tail  ferve  as  a  Rudder  to 
fteer  the  Bark.  The  Pilot  God-fifh  was  fo  fkilfui 
on  this  Occafion,  that  Sattiavarti  waited,  calm  and 
undifturbe^in  his  Afylum,  'till  luch  Time  as  the 
Waters  funk  below  the  Surface  of  the  Earth. 

The 
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The  Thing  is  plain,  (as  your  Lordfhip  may  per- 
ceive) and  it  requires  no  great  Sagacity  to  difcover, 
in  this  Account,  fthus  blended  with  Fidlions  and 
whimfical  Chimoerasj  the  Relation  given  in  Scripture 
concerning  the  Flood,  the  Ark,  and  the  Prefer va- 
tion  of  Noab  and  his  Family. 

But  our  Indians  did  not  flop  here  ;  for,  after  dif- 
guifing  Noah  under  the  Name  of  Sattiavarti,  they 
might  very  well  afcribe  to  Brama  *,  the  moil 
fingular  Incidents  in  the  Life  of  Abraham.  Here 
follow  fome  Touches,  which,  in  my  Opinion,  bear 
a  great  Refemblance  to  their  Original. 

The  Conformity  in  the  Name  may,  at  firft  Sight, 
add  fome  Weight  to  my  Conjedures.  'Tis  plain 
that  Brama  and  Abraham  are  not  vaftly  different ; 
and  it  were  to  be  wiihed,  that  Perfons  fl^illed  in 
Etymologies,  had  never  adopted  more  unnatural 
ones  than  this. 

This  Brama,  whofe  Name  is  fo  near  that  of  A- 
Iraham,  married  a  Woman  called  by  all  the  Indi^ 
iins  Sarafuadi.  Your  Lordfliip  will  pleafe  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  this  Name  enforces  my  Conjedture  ftill 
more  ;  the  two  lafl  Syllables  of  the  Word  Saraf- 
vadi,  forming,  in  the  Indian  Language,  an  honour- 
able Appellation  -,  Fadi  fignifying  much  the  fame 
as  Madame  in  French.  The  like  Termination  is 
found  in  the  Names  of  feveral  eminent  Women  ; 
for  Inflance,  in  that  of  Parvadiy  Routeren's  Wife. 
Hence  'tis  evident,  that  the  two  firfl  Syllables  in 
the  Word  Sarafuadi,  which  properly  compofe  the 
whole  Name  of  Brama\  Wife,  form  the  Word 
Sara,  the  Name  of  Sarah,  Abraham^s  Wife. 

*  Mr.  Lord,  C/.iifi.  I.  /.  5.  relates  that  Brammofi,  the  firft  of  the 
fourSons  of  the  lirll  \'\anPcurjus,  '  being  of  a  melancholy  Con- 

*  iHtution,  and  ingenious  ;  (iud  endued  him  with  Knowledge, 

*  and  appointed  him  to  impart  his  Precepts  and  Laws  unto  the 

*  People  ;  his  grave  and  ierious  Lock  heft  fitting  him   tor  fiich 

*  a  i^urpofe :  For  which  Caufe  he  gave  him  a  Book,  containing 

*  the  Form  of  divine  VVoiIhip  and  Religion'. 

But 
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But  there  is  yet  rDmething  more  fingular  than  alj 
this.  Brama,  among  the  Indians^  as  Abraham  among 
the  Jezvs^  was  the  Chief  or  Plead  of  fcveral  Caftes 
or  dilFercnt  Tribes.  The  two  Nations  agree  like- 
wife  exactly  with  Refpecl  to  the  Number  of  thele 
Tribes.  At  Tichcrapali,  where  now  ftands  the  moll 
famous  Temple  of  India^  a  Feltival  is  celebrated 
annually,  in  which  a  venerable  old  Man  walks  after 
Twelve  Children,  who  reprefent,  according  to  the 
Indians^  the  Twelve  Tribes  of  the  chief  Cailes.  Some 
Doflois  indeed  are  of  Opinion,  that  this  old  Man 
walks  in  the  Ceremony  in  queftion,  as  IVifijiou  ;  but 
this  is  not  the  Opinion  either  of  the  learned  in  gene- 
ral, or  of  the  common  People,  who  ufually  fay,  that 
Brama  is  the  Head  of  all  the  Tribes. 

However  this  be,  my  Lord,  I  am  of  Opinion. 
that,  in  order  to  difcovcr,  in  the  Do(5lrine  of  the 
Im'rans,  that  of  the  ancient  Hebrews^  it  will  not  be 
necefliiry  that  the  feveral  Incidents  co-incide  in  eve- 
ry Refpedl.  The  Indians  frequently  afcribe  to  dif- 
ferent Perfons,  fuch  Particulars  as  are  related,  in 
Scriptu-e,  but  of  one  only  ;  or,  on  the  contrary, 
alcnbe  to  one  Perfon,  what  the  Scripture  relates  of 
fcveral.  However  this  Difference,  fo  f;ir  from  de- 
ftroying  our  Conjedlurcj,  "./Ught,  in  my  huaible  Op-- 
nion,  to  corroborate  then !,  Methinks  too  ftudiois 
a  Rtfemblance  would  oniy  ralic  the  Reader's  Suf- 
picion  on  this  Occafion.  This  being  premifed,  my 
Lord,  I  (hall  proceed  ^o  relate  ilizh  Particulars,  as 
the  Indians  have  extradled  from  the  Hiflory  of 
Abrabaiu  *,whcther  afcribed  by  them  to  Brama^ov  to 
fome  other  of  their  Gods  or  Heroes.  The 
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*Mr.  Salmon,  in  his  Modern  Hifl.  V.  I.  jn^.  525,  Lsvcfon,i']^<)^ 
j^'o.  writes  as  follows.  "  The  Bramins  (icccr iiiii^  iO  the  Miilionu- 
•*  ries)  teach,that  there  is  but  one  God  infinitely  perfed.who  has 
*'  been  from  all  Eternity;  but  that  l.e  cp  attd  tiiree  fubordinaie 
"  Deities,  Brat::n,  JViJijiCiv,  and  Routerni.  That  to  Brama  lie 
"  gave  thf^  Power  of  Creation  }  to  li'iihu-v:  that  of  Pielervation, 
"  and  to  Routs; en  shac  of  diltrcyint'',  Uut  thsv  h)i  the  wifcr 
Vol.  IJ.  ij  Ltdutr^ 
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The  Indians  honour  the  Memory  of  one  of  their 
Penitents,   who,  like   the  Patriarch  Abraham^  pre- 
pared 

**  Indians  rejedl  the  Fable,  and  afcribe  all  to  the  fupreme  Be- 
**  ing,  who  by  thefe  feveral  VVays  has  manifefted  himftlf  to  the 
*'  World.  The  Milfionaries  alio  fuggeil,  that  the  Religion  of 
the  Indians  was  derived  from  that  of  the  Je-ws,  and  that  the 
Scriptures  vvere  formerly  communicated  to  them.  Their  Ac- 
count of  the  Creation,  the  Flood,  i^c.  having  [bearing]  a 
ij;reat  Reftmblance  of  [to]  the  Scripture  Story.  Father  Bou- 
t!:it  :cUs  us,  that  a  learned  Bramin  affured  him,  that  one  of 
their  Books  gave  an  Account,  that  Biama  made  Man  of  the 
Dult  of  the  Karth,  and  placed  him  in  a  Paradif.?,  where  was 
a  Tree  of  Lif*,  a  Serpent ;  and  after  the  Fall  a  Flood,  an 
Ark,  i^c.  Afterwards  they  make  Bi  ^ma  to  be  Ahram\  and 
pretend  there  is  a  Tradition  of  one  of  tlieir  Penitents  going  to 
iacrifice  his  Son  j  and  that  lome  of  the  Pagans  obferve  Cir- 
cumcifion,  iSc.  And  after  the  Father  has  run  through  the 
whole  Scripture  Story,  and  made  the  hidian  Records  exadiy 
•*  parallel  to  it,  he  introduces  Confcflion  as  neceflary  to  the  Dif- 
*•  ciplcs  of  both  Religions.  But  as  I  was  inclined  to  believe 
*'  great  Part  of  the  Story  a  Fidion  before,  from  the  exad  Re- 
*'  femblance  the  Father  makes  between  the  Bramins  Books  and 
thofe  of  Mofes ;  this  Article  of  ConfefTion  which  the  Father 
adds,  confirms  me  in  that  Opinion  :  Befides,  as  we  have  had 
Settlements  and  Fadories  in  the  Country  above  a  hundred 
Years,  it  would  have  been  very  flrange,  if  none  of  our  own 
People,  or  the  Bortugue%ey  or  the  Dutch,  fhould  ever  have  made 
this  Obfervation  of  the  Hillory  of  the  Bramins,  agreeing  fo 
exatfUy  with  the  facred  Writings.  Another  Thing  which 
would  induce  a  Ptotejianti  to  fufpe6l  the  Truth  of  what  the 
Miffionaries  relate  in  religious  Matters,  is  their  frequent  Pre- 
tences CO  the  working  Miracles,  ^<r."  As  Mr.  Salmon  Hates 
this  Cafe,  one  would  conclude  that  none  but  the  Miflionaries  had 
informed  u?,  that  the  Indians^  believe  one  infinitely  perfed  God, 
and  three  fubordinate  Deities,  B?-ama,  Wifcnou,  and  Roiiteren  ; 
but  what  I  Ihall  now  quote  from  a  Protejiant  Divine  of  great 
Learning  and  Veracity,  together  with  the  above  Citations  from 
Mr.  Loid,  prove  that  F-^her  Bouchet  (though  he  very  joffibiy 
worked  up  iiis  Subjedl  too  high)  and  the  other  Aliflionaries,  were 
not  the  hrll  VViicers  who  tojk  Notice  of  this  Belief  of  the  In- 
dians, as  well  as  of  many  other  Particalars.  T  mull  obferve, 
by  the  way, that  there  is  a  Iltde  Inaccuracy  in  Mr.  Saimon,ox  the 
Printer,  where  'tis  faid  (abcv.)  that  Brama  was  one  of  the  fub- 
ordinate Deities ;  Father  Bouchet  calling  hini  Bruma ;  and 
fpcaking  afterwards  of  Brama,  as  Abraham,  and  not  one  cf  the 
fuburdinate  Deities.     From  Air.  ^cdmon\  Way    of  Rcafonin^,  I 
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pared  to  facrifice  his  Son  to  one  of  the  Gods  of  tb^ 
Country.     The  Deity  in  queflion,  had  required  thi^ 

Vidlim  > 

am  apt  to  think,  that  he  had  never  looked  into  Dr.  H\u/e*s  Hijion'a 
Religio?tis  'veterum  Per/arum,  Sec.  in  which  that  Author  endea- 
vours to  prove,  that  the  Religion  of  the  ancient  Pcrf.ans  bore  a 
great  Affinity  to  that  of  the  Jeivs.  Now  as  Perjia  and  India. 
are  contiguous,  we  may  (I  prefume)  fuppofe  with  fome  Proba- 
bility, that  the  Inhabitants  of  each  Nation  might  be  acquainted 
with  their  refpeftive  Religions.  The  Dodor  obferves,  in  the 
firft  Chapter  of  his  learned  Work,  that  Abraham  oppofed,  to 
the  utmoll  of  his  Power,  all  kinds  of  falfe  Worfliip,  and  all  the 
Superili:icn$  of  his  Age ;  and  that  the  Perjium  have  this  Patri- 
arch in  the  higheft  Reverence,  and  own  that  they  received  their 
Religion  from  him,  the  Dc5lor  being  perfuaded,  that  Abraham 
brought  them  back  from  their  Errors,  and  reftored  the  V/orihip 
of  the  true  God,  in  its  greatell  Purity,  among  them.— — — — 
The  learned  Doctor  obferves,  in  the  fecond  Chapter,  that  the 
Perjians  boaft  of  having  received  their  Religion  from  Abrahafn* 
on  which  Occafion  he  gives  the  Hiftory  of  that  Patriarch's  Life  ; 
examines  what  were  his  true  Sentiments  vvith  Refpedl  to  Religion, 
and  compares  them  with  thofe  of  the  Perjians.  He  fliews  how 
Ahraha77i  became  famous  throughout  the  whole  World  ;  and  that 
the  Command  of  God,  for  him  to  offer  up  his  Son,  which  the 
Heathens  imagine  was  executed  accordingly,  made  them  con- 
clude, that  the  mod  certain  Way  to  obtain  fome  fignal  Favour 
from  Heaven,  was  to  offer  up  one  of  their  Children  to  God. 
Dr.  Hyde  fays  farther,  that  the  Indian  Idolaters  ftiled  their  chief 
Prieft  Brahma^  or  Brahama,  which  is  the  very  Name  of  Abrw 
him.  He  enquire?,  in  the  third  Chapter,  more  minutely  into  the 
Religion  of  the  Perjians^  and  fhews  wherein  it  agreed,  and 
what  ic  ilill  agrees  in,  with  that  of  Abraham.  He  alfo  declares, 
that  the  Perjians  were  acijuainted  with  the  Hiftory  of  the  Crea- 
tion of  the  World,  and  tnat  they  learned  it  either  from  the 
Jeivs  or  ZoroaJ'ter ;  and  afterwards,  that  the  Perjians  were 
brought  b.icU  from  their  Errors  by  Abraham  ;  for  which  Reafon 
thty  called  their  Religion,  the  Religion  c^i  Abraham.  The  9th  cli. 
of  the  Origin  of  Mankind,  of  the  Flood,  of  various  imaginary 
TerrelhiaFParadifes,  of  Mojes  and  Solomon-,  and  fhews,  that  the 
Religion  of  the  ancient  jP^r/f««j  agrees,  in  many  Points,  with  that 
of  tbe  Jenjos^  and  was  borrowed  from  it.  The  Nation  in  quef- 
tion  believed,  that  Adam  and  E-tjb  were  the  Root  whence  Man- 
kind iprung.  They  believed  an  univerfal  Deluge,  which  over- 
fpread  all  the  Earth  ;  but  all  were  not  of  this  Opinion,  fome 
denying  a  Deluge  ;  others  affirming  that  it  vvas  not  general ;  it 
not  riling  higher  than  the  Top  of  a  Mountain  near  Hulvant  a 
City  upon  the  Frijntiers  of  Ajjyria  and  Perjiu.  He  takes  No- 
tice, that  the  Pi'>Jxu.is  have  ipoke  of  vaiious    TeneJlrial  Para- 
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Vidlim  ;  however,  he  was  fatisfied  with  the  Father's 
good  Intention,  and  fo  did  not  permit  him  to  put  it  in 

Execution. 

^Ifes  ;  and  have  fometimes  called  the  fame  Place  by  different 
Names,  the  Reafon  of  which  was  owing  to  the  Uncertainty  of 
the  true  Situation  of  the  Garden  of  Etfen  ;  fome  fixing  it  at  Je- 
ru/alem,  and  others  at  other  Places.  He  affirms  that  the  Per- 
Jians  had  fome  Knowledge  of  Mo/et,  they  ftiling  him  f&e  ruddy 
Shepherd  who  holds  a  Staff",  on  Account  of  his  being  a  Shep- 
herd, when  he  dwelt  with  his  Father-in-Law,  Jethro  i  and  be- 
caufe  he  wrought  all  his  Miracles  in  Egypt^  and  in  the  Wilder- 
nefs,  by  his  Rod.  He  then  remarks,  that  they  were  acquainted 
with  Solomon%  whom  they  called  G/Vm,  which  alfo  is  the  Name 
of  one  of  their  Monarchs.  The  Gofpel  (according  to  Dr. 
Hydty  and  feveral  learned  Writers)  informs  us,  that  the  Birth  of 
Chrift  was  revealed  to  the  Perfians.  -As  it  appears  from  the 
above  Particulars  taken  from  the  learned  DoAor,  that  the  anci- 
ent Perfians  were  acquainted  with  fo  many  Incidents  mentioned 
in  Scripture ;  and  as  theie  are  People  flill  living  in  Perfia,  who 
profefs  the  old  Religion,  I  don't  fee  why  it  might  not  have 
Ipread  into  India  *  and  confequently.  Father  Boucbet  may  not 
have  impofed  fo  much  upon  hi^  Readers,  as  Mr.  Salmon  may  ima- 
gine ;  though  I  know  the  Jefuits  give  but  too  much  Caufe  for  us 
tofuffpeft  f^heir  Veracity  iw  treatingof  religious  Matters,  as  Mr. 
Salmon  very  juftly  obferves.  I  am  fenfible  that  the  Inquiry  into 
the  Religion  of  fuch  ancient  and  remote  Nations,  is  attended 
with  numberlefs  Difficulties ;  and  that  we  are  frequently  obi  iged 
to  grope  our  Way,  at  random,  and  in  the  dark :  that  fuch  Con- 
jeftures  frequently  ariie  as  are  built  upon  a  very  (lender  Foun- 
dation, and  which  for  that  Reafon  ftrike  very  lew  Perfons  ex- 
cept the  Enquirer,  whofe  Fondnefs  for  his  Suhjedl  often  blinds 
him  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  Truth  is  lefs  vifible  to  him  than  fo 
an  indifferent  Spettator.  But  how  obfcure  and  uncertain  foever 
this  Subjeft  may  be,  I  found  the  Enquiry  very  pleafant, 
being  guided  by  two  fuch  great  Lights,  as  Dr.  Hyde  and  Mr. 
Lord. 

I  (hall  again  obferve,  that  Father  Bouchet  may  very  probably 
have  ftretched,  a  la  Jejuite,  the  Indian  Particulars  above,  the 
b'itter  ta  fuit  them  to  his  Purpofe ;  however,  we  cannot  fuppofe 
ih3  whale  to  be  a  Forgery  and  of  Father  Bouchet\  own  Inven- 
tion, as  Dr.  Hyde^  Air.  Lord,  Mr.  Abraham  Rogsr^  and  the 
Danijh  MilTionaries,  who  were  all  Proteftants^  have  inftanced  a 
multitude  of  Particulars,  in  which  a  great  Affinity  between  the 
Belief  of  thefe  Indians^  and  that  of  the  'Js'wi  and  Chriftians  (of 
the  former  efpeciaily)  is  found. 

One  great  Reafon  why  we  ought  indeed  to  fufpeft  all  Parallels 
«f  this  kind  given  us  by  the  Jefuics  is,  becauic  their  chief  (though 

I'ecret) 


•^1 


ather's 
}uc  it  in 
cution. 

different 
:ainty  of 
it  at  7f- 
the  Per- 
'he  ruddy 
a  Shep- 
and  be* 
Wilder. 
:quainted 
le  Name 
;    to  Dr, 
:  Birth  of 
from  the 
the  anci< 
nentioned 
rjia,  who 
not  have 
may  not 
may  ima. 
lufe  for  us 
■9,  as  Mr. 
quiry  into 
i  attended 
y  obliged 
ch  Con- 
Ider  Foun- 
lerfons  ex- 
i  blinds 
than  fo 
in  foevet 
pleafant, 
and  Mr. 

[  probably 
jove,  the 

fuppofe 
fn  Inven* 

and  the 
[danced  a 

/een  the 
ftians  (of 

1  Parallels 
(though 


TRAVELS  g^//jf  Jesuits.       261 

Execution.  Yet  fome  fay,  that  the  Child  was  pu^ 
to  Death,  but  that  this  God  raifed  him  afterward* 
to  Life. 

I  met  with  a  Cuftom,  which  furprized  me,  in 
one  of  the  Indian  Caftes,  called  the  Cafte  of 
Thieves.  Your  Lordfhip  is  not  to  fuppofe  from 
hence,  that  becaufe  th?re  is,  among  thefe  Indians^ 
an  entire  Tribe  or  Cafte  of  Thieves  ;  confequently 
all  who  follow  this  honourable  Employment  form  a 
Body  a-part,  and  are  allowed  the  Privilege  to  plun- 
der, exclufively  of  all  others  *.  This  means  only, 
that  the  Indians  of  this  Cafte,  really  rob  in  a 
very  licentious  manner  5  but,  unhappily,  they  are 
not  the  only  Perfons  we  are  obliged  to  guard  a- 
gainft. 

After  thefe  few  Illuftrations,  which  appeared  ne- 
ceffary,  I  return  to  my  Hiftory.  I  find  that  Cir- 
cumcifion  is  pradifed  in  the  Cafte  in  queftion  -,  and 
that  not  on  Infants,  but  only  on  Perfons  of  about 
Twenty  Years  of  Age.  Farther,  none  but  the  chief 
Perfons  of  the  Cafte,  are  obliged  to  undergo  that 
Ceremony.  'Tis  of  great  Antiquity  ;  and  it  would 
be  exceedingly  difficult  to  difcover  whence  thefe 
Nations,  who  are  wholly  devoted  to  Idolatry 
Ihould  have  borrowed  it. 

fecret)  View  in  making  them,  feems  to  be,  to  enforce  the  Doc- 
trines of  the  Romijh  Church,  in  Oppofition  to  fuch  Tenets  of 
the  ProteftantSy  as  are  the  Subjeftof  Controverfy  ;  for  Inftance 
the  Do£lrine  of  Tranfubftantiation.  Now  were  the  Jefuits  to  forge  a 
Parallel  between  that  Article  of  the  Romijh  Church,  and  fome 
Particular  of  the  Indian  Belief,  they  would  fuppofe  this  to  be 
of  great  Advantage  to  them  in  Difputes  with  the  Proftetants^  as 
it  would  argue  the  Antiquity  of  fuch  a  [Tenet.  The  fame  may 
bt  obferved  with  Refpeft  to  Confeifion,  Purgatory,  t^'f . 

^  Though  I  have  found  but  one  Writer  more  whofpeaks  of  this 
Cafte  of  Thieves.  I  yet  don't  doubt  the  Exiftence  of  fuch  a 
Cafte  5  a  Sett  of  Wretches,  who  may  be  tolerated  in  fome  Mea- 
fure,  and  yet  heartily  defpifed  by  their  Countrymen,  as  the 
Gypjies,  &c,  among  us. 
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Your  Lordfhip  has  perceived  the  Story  of  the 
Deluge  and  of  JVb^/^,  in  Wiftnon  and  Sailiavarli\ 
and  that  of  Abrahaiu^  in  Bramn  and  Wijlnoti.  You'll 
alfo  fee  that  of  Mojes  in  the  fame  Gods  -,  and  Vm 
perfuadcd  that  it  will  appear  lelii  difguifed  than  the 
former. 

Methinks  nothing  can  bear  a  greater  Refem- 
blance  to  Mofes^  than  the  Wiftnou  of  the  Indians^ 
metamorphofed  into  Chrichncn.  In  the  firil  Place 
Chrichnen^  in  the  Indian  Language,  fjgnifies  Bkcki 
intimatirjg  that  Chriclonen^  came  from  a  Country 
whofe  Inhabitants  are  of  this  Colour.  The  Indians 
add,  that  one  of  Chrichnenh  ncareft  Relations  was 
expofed,  from  his  Infancy,  in  a  little  Cradle  upon 
a  large  River,  where  he  was  in  imminent  Danger  of 
perilhing.  He  afterwards  was  taken  out  of  it ;  and 
being  a  very  beautiful  Child,  was  carried  to  a  great 
Prince  fs,  who  provided  for  him,  and  afterwards 
caufed  him  to  be  well  educated. 

I  wonder  why  the  Indians  fliould  afcribe  this  E- 
vent  to  one  of  Chrkbnen's  Relations,  rather  than  to 
Chrichnen  himfelf.  But,  my  Lord,  it  becomes  me 
to  relate  Incidents  as  I  find  them  •,  and  I  fhali  not 
attempt  to  difguife  the  Truth,  in  order  to  make 
the  Refemblance  greater  *.  *Twas  not  therefore 
Chrichnen^  but  one  of  his  Relations,  who  had  his 
Education  in  the  Palace  of  a  great  Princefs.  Here 
the  Comparifon  with  Mofes  is  defedive  ;  but  what 
follows  will  compenfate  for  it  in  fome  meafure. 

The  Moment  Chrichnen  was  born,  he  likewife 
was  expofed  upon  a  large  River,  to  fecure  him  from 
the  Anger  of  the  King,  who  refolved  to  put  him 
to  Death  the  Inftant  he  fhould  be  born.  However, 
the  River  opened  its  Waters  in  a  refpedtful  Manner, 
and  would  not  hurt  this  precious  Treafure.  And 
now  the  Infant  being  taken  out  of  this  dangerous 


Methinks  this  favours  a  little  of  the  Jefuit. 
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Situation,  was  brought  up  among  Shepherds.  He 
afterwards  married  their  Daughters  ;  and  kept,  du- 
ring a  long  Time,  the  Flocks  of  his  Father-in- 
Laws  *.  He  foon  diflinguifhedhimfelf  among  all 
his  Companions,  who  chofe  him  for  their  Captain. 
He  then  wrought  Wonders  in  Favour  both  of  tlie 
Flocks  and  of  the  Shepherds.  He  put  to  Death 
the  King  who  had  carried  on  a  cruel  War  againft 
them.  He  was  purfued  by  his  Enemies,  when, 
finding  it  impoflible  to  make  Head  againft  them, 
he  withdrew  towards  the  Sea,  which  opening  him 
a  Pafllige,  fwallowed  up  all  his  Purfuers.  By  this 
Means  he  had  efcaped  the  Torments  they  prepared 
for  him. 

What  Man,  after  this,  can  doubt,  but  that  the 
Indians  knew  Mofes  under  the  Name  of  Wijlnou 
metaniorphofed  into  Chrichnen  ?  But  to  the  Know- 
ledge of  this  famous  Leader  of  God's  People,  they 
h.ive  joined  that  of  feveral  Cuftoms,  written  by  him 
in  his  Books  •,  as  well  as  of  many  Laws  promulgat- 
ed by  him,  and  which  were  obferved  after  his 
Death  f . 

Among 

*  I  wifh  the  Father  could  have  told  us  how  many  Wives 
Chrichnen  had.  From  this  Relation,  one  might  conclude,  that 
he  had  as  many  Wives  as  the  Grand  Signior  has  Miftreflfes  in 
bis  Seraglio. 

f  God's  delivering  the  Law  to  Mofes^  on  the  Mountain,  as 
related  in  Scripture,  feems  to  be  copied  by  the  Indians  %  as  ap- 
pears from  the  following  Words.  *'  God  defcendingon  the 
*'  Mountain  Meropirhatee,  called  "Hremanxy  to  him^  and  out 
*'  of  a  dark  and  dusky  Cloud,  with  certain  Glimpfes  cf  his 
Glory,  he  magnified  himfelf  to  5r^/««at;,  telling  him,  that  the 
Caufe  why  he  brought  Dellruftion  on  the  former  Age,  was 
becaufe  they  did  not  obferve  the  Inllruftions  contained  in  the 
Book  delivered  to  Bramtnot?  j  fo  delivering  a  Book  out  of  the 
Cloud  into  the  Hand  of  Bremanv,  he  commanded  him  to  ac- 
quaint the  People  with  the  Things  contained  therein.  So 
Bremanxj  made  known  the  Sandions  and  laws  unto  the  dit- 
perfed  Generations.*'  This  Book  the  Banians  call  the  Shaffer  ■ 
oi  of  the  written  Word,  and  it  ccnfifled  of  thre*  Parts;  the  firil 
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Among  thcfc  Cufloms  which  the  Indians  muft 
ncceflarily  have  borrowed  from  the  JcivSy  and  Itill 
pra6lice  in  this  Country,  I  include  their  frequent 
Bathings,  their  Purifications,  their  extreme  Aver- 
fion  to  dead  Bodies,  the  bare  touching  of  which, 
they  imagine  to  be  Pollution.  Add  to  thcfe,  the 
different  Order  and  Diilindion  of  Caftes-,  and  the 
inviolable  Law,  by  whicU  all  Perfons  are  command- 
ed not  to  marry  out  of  their  own  Caite  or  Tribe. 
I  fhould  never  have  done,  ny  Loid,  was  I  to  exa- 
mine t\\t  other  Particulars  to  ^'.ir  Purpofe.  I  fliall 
add  fome  Obfervations,  ^  'lich  do  not  nften  occur  in 
the  Works  of  the  Learned. 

I  was  acquainted  with  a  Bramin,  a  Perfon  ad- 
mired by  his  Countrymen  for  hi;  great  Abi- 
lities, who  told  me  the  followirg  Story,  the 
Senfe  of  which  was  a  Myftcry  to  himfelf,  fo  long 
as  he  continued  an  Idolater.  The  Indians  perform  a 
Ceremony  called  Ekicim  (the  moft  famous  of  all 
thofe  folemniz'd  in  India)  in  which  a  Sheep  is  fa- 
crificed.  A  Prayer  is  then  oflfered  up,  when  the 
following  Words  arc  fpoke  with  a  loud  Voice: 
When  will  the  Saviour  he  born  ?  When  will  the  Re- 
deemer appear  ? 

Methinks  this  Sacrifice  of  a  Sheep,  bears  a  great 
Refemblance  to  that  of  the  Pafchal-Lamb.  For 
we  muft  obferve,  my  Lord,  on  this  Occafion,  that 
as  all  the  Jews  were  obliged  to  eat  their  Share  of 
the  Victim  *,  fo  the  Bramins,  though  not  allowed  to 
eat  Meat,  are  yet  difpenfed,  as  to  Abllinence, 
on  the  Day  of  the  Sacrifice,  called  Ekiam  ;  and  are 
obliged,  by  their  Law,  to  eat  fome  of  the  facrificed 
Sheep,  which  the  Bramins  divide  among  them- 
felves. 

i 
for  the  moral  Law  j  the  fecond  for  the  ceremonial  Law  ;  and  the 
tliird  diftinguiftied  them  into  Caiie';  or  Tribes.     The  moral  Law 
was  comprized  in  eight  Ccmmandi    nts,  moll  of  which  vary  very 
much  from  tliofe  of  tlie  JJecalogue.     See  Mr.  Lord. 
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Several   Indians  worfhip  Fire,    and  even   their 
Deities   have  iacrificcd  Vidims   to  that    Element. 
There  is  a  particular  Injiindion  for  the   Sacrifice  of 
Oman^  commanding  the  Fire  to  be  always   kept  in, 
and  never  permitted    to   be  cxtinguinied.      The 
Perfon  vvlio  afliils  at  the  Ekiam,    is  obliged  to  lay. 
Morning    and  Evening,  Wood  upon   the   Fire  to 
keep  it  in.     I'his  fcriipulous  Care  correfponds  well 
enough  with  the  Command  mentioned  in  LevilkuSf 
Chap.  vi.  ly.  12,   13.     Aid  the  Fire  upon  the  Altar 
Jhall  be  hurniu^  on  it^  it  Jhall  not  he  put  out :  And  tht' 
Prieft  Jhall  hum  Wood  on   it  every  Morning,     ^h: 
Fire  Jhall  ever  he  burning  upon   the  Altar :    It  Jhall 
never  go  cut.     T      Indians  have  gone  dill  further, 
out  of  their  Rc*^    A  to  Fire  *,  they  throwing  them- 
felves  into  the  midfl  of  Flames.  Your  Lordfliip  will 
here  conclude,  with  me,  that  they  had  done  much 
better  not  to 'have  added  this  cruel  Pradice  to  the 
Ceremony  they  learnt  from  the  Jews. 

The  Indians  have  alfo  a  mighty  Idea  of  Serpents, 
they  imagining  that  thefe  Creatures  have  fomething 
Divine  in  them,and  that  'tis  good  Luck  to  fee  them; 
whence  many  are  induced  to  worlliip,  and  pay  them 
the  higheft  Reverence.  But  thefe  ungrateful  Rep- 
tiles fometimes  bite  their  Worfhippers  cruelly. 
Had  the  Brazen  Serpent  which  Mofes  fiiewed  the 
Jfraelitesy  and  whofe  bare  Sight  cured  Diflempers, 
been  as  cruel  as  the  living  Serpents  in  India^  I  very 
much  queftion  whether  ever  the  Jews  would  have 
been  tempted  to  worfliip  it. 

To  conclude,  let  us  add  the  AfFeflion  which 
the  Indians  bear  to  their  Slaves.  They  ufe  them 
almoft  as  kindly  as  if  they  were  there  own 
Children;  they  educate  them  carefully,  and 
furnifh  them  very  liberally  with  all  Things. 
They  never  let  them  want  either  Food  or 
Qoaths;    commonly    marry,     and    make    them 
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them  free  *.  Would  not  one  infer,  that  Mofes  had 
addreflcd,  equally  to  the  Indians  and  Ifraelites,  the 
Precepts  found  in  Leviticus  on  this  Head  ? 

Can  it  therefore,  my  Lord,  be  naturally  fuppof- 
ed,  that  the  hdians  were  not  formerly  acquainted 
with  thcj  Mofaical  Law  ?  The  Particulars  related 
further  by  them,  concerning  their  Law,  and  Brama 
their  Law-giver,  evidently  remove,  in  my  Opinion, 
any  Doubts  we  (till  might  entertain  on  this  Head. 

Brama  gave  tlie  Law  to  Mankind  *,  and  this  is  the 
Vedam^  or  Book  of  the  Law,  which  the  Indians 
look  upon  as  infallible.  *Tis,  according  to  them, 
the  pure,  uncorrupt  Word  of  God,  dictated  by 
Ahadam^  that  is,  by  him  who  cannot  err,  and  who 
always  fpeaks  elfentially  the  Truth.  This  Vedam^ 
or  Law  of  the  Indians^  confifts  of  four  Parts.  But 
feveral  of  their  learned  Men  are  of  Opinion,  that 
there  was  anciently  a  fifth,  which  bein.q;  loft  by 
Time,  there  was  no  Pofiibility  of  recovering  it  \. 

The 


*  In  the  Confcretices  heti':een  fame  Bramins  attd  the  Danifli 
Mijftonarici,  png.  333,  the  Indians  fpeak  with  the  greatell  Hu- 
manity conctTnir.g  their  Slaves.  '*  Touching  fuch  Perfons  as 
•'  make  it  their  Bufinefs  to  cajole  half-witted  innocent  Men  with 
•'  large  Prcmifts,  and  other  Allurements,  in  order  to  maftec 
••  them  afterwards,  by  reilucing  them  to  the  Condition  of  Slaves, 
we  look  upon  fuch  Men,  as  incapable  of  receiving  Forgive- 
ncfs  rf  Sins,  and  of  enjoying  future  Happinefsj  and  '^tis  a 
a  Proverb  common  among  us,  that  a  City  which  drives  fuch  an 
•*  infamous  Commerce,  can  never  increafe  nor  profper," — Such  a 
City  may  very  pofllbly  profper,  though  undefervedly. 

-j-  This  agrees  in  many  Particulars,  with  what  we  are  told  hy 
Mr.  Akroham  Rmr,  a  Dutc/j  Clergyman,  who  refided  Ten 
Years  at  Paliacate,  in  India,  and  was  very  converfant  with  the 
Bramins.  He  wrote  a  W(  rk,  which  is  greatly  efteemed,  en- 
titled, yl  Door  opened  to  the  Knonuledge  of  occult  Paganifm  ;  or  a 
trite  Krpye/iniation  of  the  LiicSf  Manners,  Religion,  &c.  of  the 
Bramins,  n.ho  inhabit  the  Cooft  of  Cormandel,  and  the  neigh- 
hturing  Countries.  Mr.  Roger  informs  us,  T^hat  the  Vedam  is 
the  Book  of  the  Lanv  among  thrfe  Peoijcy  and  contains  all  they  are 
to  helie^ie  or  prnt'lice.  ""Tis  ii-rit  in  the  Samfcortan  Lavguagr, 
^•j.hicb  is  undfrftood  ly  fvch  Eramins  <z.  jieier  traffic.  It  'v:as  dl- 
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The  Indians  have  the  Law  they  received  from  Bra- 
pja  in  inexprefTible  Veneration.  The  awtul  Kefped 
with  which  they  liften  to  that  Work  ;  the  Choice 
made  of  Perfons  lit  to  read  if,  the  Preparations  which 
ought  to  be  made  for  this  Purpofe,  and  a  hundred 
more  fuch  Circumftances,  agree  perfedlly  with 
what  we  know  concerning  the  Jews,  with  regard 
to  the  Law  of  God>  and  Mofes  who  dehvered  it  to 
them. 

Unhappily  the  Reverence  which  the  Indians  bear 
to  their  Law  is  fo  great,  that  it  becomes  by  this 
Means  an  impenetrable  Myftery  to  us.  I  yet  have 
been  told  fo  much  concerning  it,  by  fome  of  their 
Doctors,  as  will  be  fufficient  to  prove,  that  the 
Books  of  the  Law  of  the  pretended  Brajna,  are  an 
Imitation  of  the  Pentateuch  of  Mofes. 

The  firfl:  Part  of  the  Vedam,  called  by  them  /r- 
roocoovedam  *,  treats  of  the  firft  Caufe,  and  the 
Manner  in  which  the  World  was  created.  The 
moft  fingular  Circumftance  they  told  me  on  this 
Occafion  is,  that,  in  the  Beginning  there  were  no- 
thing but  God  and  the  Water  •,  and  that  God  was 
carried  upon  the  Waters.     The  Similitude  between 

'vided  into  four  V  art  Si  viz.  I.  ^t.  "RrgoVedam^  which  treats  of 
thefirrt  Caufe,  of  the  firll  Matter,  of  the  Angels,  of  the  Soul, 
ef  Rewards  and  Punilhmcnts,  of  the  Generation  and  Corrup- 
tion of  Creatures,  of  Sin,  and  in  what  manner  ir  may  be  remit- 
ted, i^c.  If.  The  IJfoor-Vedam^  treating  of  the  Powers  which 
prefide  over,  and  govern  all  Things.  III.  The  SaiJia-Vedam^ 
containing  a  Syftem  of  Morality,  to  prompt  Men  to  the  Pradice 
of  Virtue,  to  Ihun  Vice,  and  hate  the  Wicked.  IV.  The  Ad- 
daravana-Vedam,  treating  of  their  Religious  Ceremonies,  Tem- 
ples, Sacrifices  and  Feallf.  This  lali  Part  has  been  loll  many 
Years ;  and  'tis  to  this  the  Bramins  impute  the  Diminution  of 
their  Honours,  and  the  Power  they  formerly  enjoyed.  The  P'e- 
datn  is  here  of  indifputable  Authority;  the  Indians  are  obliged  to 
fubn^.it  to  its  Decifions,  whenever  it  is  alledged  to  them  ;  however, 
as  they  ufed  to  difpute  frequently  on  the  Manner  of  interpreting 
it,  theSenfeofit  has  been  fixed  by  the  Ja/tras  or  Declarations. 
*  In  Frtmhy  Jrrouccuvidam, 
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this  Particular,  and  the  firft  Chapter  of  Genefts^  is 
cafily  feen. 

Several  Bramins  told  me,  that  in  the  Third 
Book,  called  by  them  Samavedam^  are  a  great  Num- 
ber of  Moral  Precepts.  This  Teems  to  bear  an  Ana- 
logy to  the  Moral  Precepts,  with  which  the  Book 
of  Exodus  is  interfperfed. 

The  fourth  Book,  called  by  them  Adaranavedam^ 
contains  the  different  Sacrifices  to  be  offered  up, 
the  Qualities  required  in  the  Vidlims,  the  manner 
of  building  Temples,  and  the  feveral  Feftivals  to  be 
folemnized.We  may  naturally  fuppofe  this  to  be  bor- 
rowed from  the  Books  of  Leviticus  and  Deuteronomy. 

Finally,  my  Lord,  that  nothing  may  be  want- 
ing to  complete  the  Parallel :  As  Mofes  received  the 
Law  on  the  famous  Mount  Sinai;  Brama  alfo  deli- 
vered the  Vedam  of  the  Indians,  from  the  celebrat- 
ed Mountain  Mahameroo,  This  Mountain,  in  In- 
dicty  was  called  by  the  Greeks,  Meros,  whereon,  ac- 
cording to  them,  Bacchus  received  his  Birth,  and 
'twas  the  Refidence  of  the  Gods.  The  Indians  affirm 
to  this  Day,  that  on  this  Mountain  are  fituated  the 
CborcamSy  or  different  Paradifes  acknowledged  by 
them. 

Is  it  not  jud,  my  Lord,  after  having  been  thus 
prolix  on  Mofes  and  the  Law,  that  I  alfo  fbould 
take  fome  Notice  of  Miriam  *,  Sifter  to  this  great 
Prophet  ?  I  am  very  much  miftaken,  or  her  Story 
has  not  been  entirely  unknown  to  our  Indians, 

The  Scriptures  relate  concerning  Miriam,  that 
after  the  miraculous  Paffage  of  the  Red-Sea,  Ihe  af- 
fembied  the  Ifraeliti/h  Women;  when  taking  up 
Mufical  Inftruments,  fhe  began  to  dance  with  her 
Companions,  and  to  fmg  the  Praifes  of  the  Al- 
mighty.   Now  the  Indians  relate  the  following  Far- 

*  Our  Jefuit]  calls  her  Marie  [Mar))  agreeably  to  the  French 
Verfion  of  the  Bible.  Miriam  and  Maiy  muil  lo  denote  the 
fkmc  Per  Ion, 
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ticulars  which  very  much  refemble  thofe  juft  men- 
tioned, concerning  their  famous  Lakeoomi.  This 
Woman,  as  well  as  Miriam  Sifter  to  Mofes^  came 
out  of  the  Sea  in  a  fort  of  miraculous  Manner. 
Lakeocmi  had  no  fooner  elcaped  this  imminent  Dan- 
ger, but  Ihe  ordered  a  magnificent  Ball,  in  which 
all  the  Gods  and  Goddefles  danced  to  the  Sound  of 
Inftruments. 

It  would  be  an  eafy  Tafk  for  me,  after  thus  go- 
ing through  the  Pentateuch,  to  examine  the  reft  of 
the  Hiftorical  Books  of  Scripture  5  and  to  difcover, 
in  the  Tradition  of  our  Indians^  Matter  fufficienc 
to  continue  my  Comparifon.  But  as  too  exad  a 
Difquifition  of  thefe  Particulars  might  tire  you,  I 
therefore  will  relate  but  one  or  two  more  Incidents, 
which  moft  ftrongly  affetbed  me,  and  beft  fuic 
my  Purpofe. 

The  firft  which  occurs  to  me,  is  that  told  by  the 
Indians  concerning  Arichandiren.  This  is  a  very 
ancient  King  of  India^  who,  excepting  his  Name, 
and  a  few  Circumftances,  can  certainly  be  no  other 
than  the  Scripture  Job, 

The  Gods  met  one  Day  in  their  Cborcam^  or  Pa- 
radife  of  Delights.  Devendiren,  the  God  of  Glory, 
prefided  in  this  illuftrious  Aflembly.  There  like- 
wife  met  here  a  Croud  of  Gods  and  Goddefles: 
The  moft  famous  Penitents  had  a!fo  their  Place 
in  it,  and  particularly  the  ihrc.n  chief  Anchorets. 

After  fome  indifferent  Difcourfe  had  paffed,  the 
following  queftion  was  ftarted,  whether  it  be  pof- 
fible  to  find,  among  Mankind,  a  pcrfedl  Prince, 
Almoft  all  of  them  declared,  that  there  was  not  one 
but  was  fubjedl  to  great  Vices  -,  Vichouva-moutren  * 
being  at  the  Head  of  thofe  who  made  this  AfTcr- 
tion.  However,  the  celebrated  Vachicbten  affirmed 
the  contrary  *,  and  infifted,  in  the  ftrongeft  Terms, 
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that  King  Arichandircny  liis  DifcipJe,  was  a  perfeiS 
Prince.  Vichcwva-moutren^  being  of  a  mod  impe- 
rious Temper,  and  conl'equently  could  not  bear 
Con  tradition,  was  fired  with  Anger-,  and  told  the 
Gods,  that  he  would  fhew  them  evidently  the  Faults 
of  Arkkandiren^  in  Cafe  they  would  but  abandon 
that  pretended  Prince  to  him. 

Vachichten  accepted  the  Challenge;  when  'twas 
agreed,  that  whichfoever  of  the  two  was  miftaken, 
Ihould  yield  up  to  the  other  all  the  Merit  he  might 
have  accumulated  by  a  long  Penitence.  According- 
ly, the  unhappy  King  Arichandiren  was  the  Vic- 
tim of  this  Difpute.  Vichcuva-moutren  put  him 
to  every  kind  of  Trial:  He  reduced  him  to 
the  Extremes  of  Poverty,  drove  him  from  his 
Kingdom,  brought  his  only  Son  to  the  Grave,  and 
even  took  from  him  his  Wife  C't  andirandi. 

But  the  Monarch  in  queftiott,  fpite  of  all  this 
cruel  Ufage,  flill  continued  ftedfafti  in  the  pradlice 
of  every  Virtue,  with  fuch  a  Tranquility  of  Mind, 
as  the  Gods  themfelvep,  who  put  him  to  thefe  bar- 
barous Trials,  could  never  have  pofleffed. 

Accordingly  they  rewarded  him  in  the  mod 
magnificent  Manner  for  his  Conftancy.  The 
Deities  embraced  him  one  after  another ;  and 
even  the  Goddefles  themfelves  congratulated  him 
en  that  Account.  They  reftored  his  Wife  to  him, 
and  raifed  his  Son  from  the  dead.  Vichotwa-moutren 
refigned,  purfuant  to  the  Contract,  all  his  Merits  to 
Vachichten^  who  made  a  Prefent  of  them  to  King 
Arichandiren-,  and  the  defeated  Deity  withdrew, 
very  reludlantly,  in  order  to  enter  again  into  a  long 
Courfe  of  Penitence,  to  accumulate,  if  pofTible,  a 
large  ftock  of  frefh  Merit. 

The  fecond  Story  1  am  to  relate,  is  of  a  yet  more 
gloomy  Turn  ;  and  bears  a  ftill  greater  Refem- 
blance  to  an  Incident  in  Samfon\  Story,than  the  Fic- 
tion of  Arichandiren  does  to  that  of  Job, 

The 
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The  Indians  affirm,  that  their  God  Ramen  under- 
took, once  upon  a  Time,  to  conquer  the  Ifland  of 
Ceylon  •,  to  fucceed  in  which  this  Conqueror,  tho*  a 
God,  employ  the  following  Stratagem.  He  raifed 
an  Army  of  Apes,  and  appointed,  as  their  General, 
an  Ape  of  Diftinclion,  called  by  them  Anouman, 
He  then  wrapped  feveral  Pieces  of  Linnen  round 
the  Ape's  Tail,  on  which  fome  large  Veflels  of  Oil 
were  poured.  Fire  being  fet  to  it,  and  the  Ape 
running  frantic  through  the  Corn,  Woods,  and 
Towns,  fet  every  Thing  in  a  Blaze  i  he  deflroying 
whatever  came  in  his  Way,  and  burning  the  great- 
eft  Part  of  the  IHand  to  Allies.  Afier  fuch  an 
Expedition,  it  could  be  no  very  difficult  Matter  to 
make  a  Conqueft  of  Ceylon ;  which  indeed  might 
have  been  acchieved  by  a  Deity  of  no  great 
Power  *. 

I  very 
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*  Pietro  della  Valley  Parte  I.  of  \\\sFiaggi,  page  72,  fpeaks 
of  the  Miracles  performed  by  rhe  God  Rar,vo  (whom  I  fuppofe 
to  be  tin's  Ramefi)  and  the  Exploits  of  an  Ape,  who  muft  have 
been  very  notable  in  his  Way.  Del/a  f^al/e  tells  us,  that  he 
was  almoll  ready  to  burft,  vvhilll  thefe  Miracles  were  telling  him, 
with  great  Sericufnefs  and  Gravity,  by  an  Indian  who  othervvifc 
was  a  I'crfon  of  good   Senfe.     *  In  verita  mi  fece  fchiattar  pia 

•  volte  di  ridere  :  non  tanto  per  la  ftravnganza  delle  novelle.quan- 

*  to  per  vcder  che  cgli,  per  altro,    huomo  grave  Sc   accorto,  Ic 

*  credeva  nel  modo  che  fanno  tutri  gli  altri  deilafua  natione,  coa 

•  fomma  fermtzza  e  riverenza.'  One  of  the  Piowefles  of  the 
God  Ramoy  and  the  Ape  in  queltion,  is  as  follows  :  Rama's 
Wife  being  ftole  from  him,  and  carried  very  fecretly  into  the 
Ifland  of  Ceylon^  as  was  alterwards  revealed  to  him  by  the  Gods, 
he  went  in  order  to  get  her  back,  en  which  Occafion  he  em- 
ployed the  utmolt  Canning,  Pains  and  Valour.  The  greatell  Ser- 
vice done  him  at  this  Time,  was  by  the  King  of  the  Ape?,  a 
moft  comely  Creature  in  his  Way,  and  of  an  enormous  S;7e; 
y.e  aflifting  Ramo-^iih  the  whole  Army  of  his Suhjedl- Apes,  wha 
then  had  the  ufe  of  Speech,  and  enjoyed  Dominion.  Ram3 
and  his  Army  being  come  to  a  narrow  Pafj  on  the  S.'a  fide,  and 
there  being  no  Bridge  to  crofs  over,  feveral  Siiell-fiih  (roud- 
ed  together,  when  forming  a  Bridge,  from  the  Continent  of  In- 
dia to  the  Ifland,  :he  God  and  his  Sable- Arnivmurchcd  over  it ; 
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I  very  poffibly,  my  Lord,  may  Iiave  expatiated 
too  much  on  the  Conformity  between  the  Dodtrine 
of  the  Indians  and  that  of  the  Ifraelites,  I  there- 
fore will  be  more  fuccind  on  the  fecond  Head, 
which  I  fhall  fubmit,  as  I  do  the  firfl,  to  your 
Judgment;  and  confine  myfelf  to  certain  curfbry 
Reflcdions,  which  induce  me  to  think,  that  fuch 
Indians  as  live  in  the  moft  inland  Countries,  were 
taught  the  Chrijlian  Religion,  as  early  as  the  Primi- 
tive Times;  and  that  both  they,  and  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Coafl:,  were  inftruAed  by  St.  ThomaSy 
and  the  firfl  Difciples  of  the  Apoftles. 

I  fhall  begin  with  the  confufed  Idea  the  Indians 
entertain  of  the  ever-blefled  Trinity,  which  was 
anciently  preached  to  them.  I  have  already  fpoke 
of  the  three  principal  Indian  Gods,  Bruma,  JViJinoUy 
and  Router  en,  Moft  of  the  Heathens  ^  indeed,  fay, 
that  they  are  ]three  different  and  feparate  Deities ; 

by  which  Means  the  former  recovered  his  Wife  ;  in  Memory 
whereof  the  Banians  folemnize  annually  a  Fcllival  which  lalts 
three  Days.     *  Eflendogli    (a  Ramo)  (lata  rubata  la  moglie,  c 

*  condotta,  nel  ifoia  di  Seilun  d'entro  al  mare,  e   tenuta  hi   con 

*  grandiflima  fecretezza  e  cuftodia ;  egli,  non  fo,  fe  per  rivela- 

*  tion  de'  Dei,  6  di  un'  altro  fuo  pari,  faputo  dove  era,  ando  a 

*  ricuperarla  :    il  che  fece   con  grandifTime  fatiche,  con  molte 

*  prodezze,  e  con  non  pcco  prudenza,  ufando  anche>quando  bifog- 

*  nava,  milie  aftutie,  &  arti,     Pero,  in  quelle  gli  vaife  molto 

*  I'aiuto  del  Re  delle  Scimmie,  Scimmione  eflb  ancora  di  buonif- 

*  fima  gratia,  e  di  fmifurata  grandezza  ;  11  quale,  con  tutti  gli 

*  eferciti  delle  fue  fcimmic,  che  all'  hora  parlavano,  e  havevano 

*  dominio,  e  governo  nel  mondo,   gli  diede  molto  favore,  e  con 

*  Topera,  e  co'l  configlio— quando  ando  all'  ifola  per  ricuperar 
'  la  moglie ;  non  vi  eil'endo  barche  da  pafTare  il  mare  (il   quale 

*  tuttavia  in  quel  iuogo  non  e  altro  che  uno  llretto  anguftiffimo,  e 

*  di  poco  fondo)  tutti  i  pefci   tertacei  vennero  fopra  acqua,  & 

*  unitifi,  infieme  fecero  di  loro  llefTi  un  ponte  dalla  terra  ferma 

*  air  ifola,  fopra'I  quale  Ramo  &  il  fuo  compagno,  il  gran 
'  fcimmione  Re  delle  Scimmie,  paflarono.     In  memoriadel  gior- 

*  no  di  quefta  ricuperation  della  moglie   di  Ramoy  celebrano  'J. 

*  Baniani  ogn'i  anno — una  fefta  per  tre  giorni. />.  72.'  Here  we 
have  the  God  Ramo  or  Ra/ncn,  an  At  my  of  Apes,  and  the 
Ifland  of  Ceylon  i  but  whether  ¥ •■M\iQr  Botichet  may  have  worked 
up  Ijis  Story  from  this,  I  fhall  not  take  upon  me  to  deteimine. 

I  buc 
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but  many  Nianigueulsy  or  fpiriciial  Men,  aflert  that 
thefe  three  Gods,  though  feparated  in  Appearance, 
are  really  but  one  God.  I'hat  this  Deity  is  called 
Bruma,  when  he  creates,  and  exercifes  his  Amigh- 
ty  Power ;  IVijlmu^  when  he  preferves  created  Be- 
ings, and  exhibits  Marks  of  his  Goodnefs;  and, 
laftly,  Routeren^  when  he  deflroys  Cities,  punifhes 
the  Guiky,  and  difplays  the  Eifcds  of  his  jud 
Anger. 

Some  Years  fince,  a  Br  ami  n  explained  the  No- 
tion he  had  of  the  fabulous  Trinity  of  the  HeU" 
ibefjs,  in  Manner  folllowing :  We  mull,  fays  he, 
rcprcfent  to  ourfclves  God  and  his  three  different 
Names,  which  anfwer  to  his  three  principal  Attri- 
butes, under  the  Image  of  thofe  Triangular  Pyra- 
mids, raifed  before  ;hc  Gates  of  certain  Temples. 

Your  Lordfhip  will  take  it  for  granted,  that  I 
don't  pretend  to  fay,  that  this  Notion  of  the  Indians 
correfponds  very  exadlly  with  the  Truth,  acknow- 
ledged by  the  Chrijiians.  However,  it  fhows,  at 
leafl,  that  this  People  were  anciently  pofTefTed  of  a 
purer  Light  *,  and  that  it  was  darkned  by  the  Diffi- 
culties which  mud  neceflfarily  have  occurred,  in  a 
Myflery  fo  far  above  Man*s  weak  Reafon  *. 

The  Myflery  of  the  Incarnation  is  flill  more 
clouded  by  Fiftion.  However,  the  Indians  in  ge- 
neral acknowledge  that  God  afTumed  the  Fie.  h  fc- 
veral  Times.  Mofl  of  the  People  -f  agree,  in  in- 
fcribing  thefe  Incarnations  to  Wiftnou  the  fecond 
Doity  of  their  Trinity  -,  and  they  farther  declare, 
that  this  God  never  took  the  Flefh,  except  when  hi 
became  the  Saviour  and  Dehverer  of  Men. 

Your  Lordfhip  will  obferve  that  I  am  as  concife 
as  pofTible.  I  now  proceed  to  our  Sacraments.  The 
Indians  aiTert  that  Bathing  in   certain  Rivers,  quite 

•  The  Reader  may  remember  what  was  quoted  from   Ber- 
fiief,  on  this  Head,  a  little  above. 
f  See  Mr.  Rogers,  &c. 

Vol.  II,  "  T  waihes 
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waflics  out  Sin ;  and  that  this  myfterious  Water  not 
only  waihes  the  Body  j  but  likewife  purities  Souls 
in  a  wonderful  Manner  *.  Would  not  one  con- 
elude  this  to  be  fbme  Remains  of  the  Sacrament  ot 
Baptifm,  which  had  been  taught  them  anciently  ? 

I  Ihould  not  have  obferved  any  Thing  particular, 
with  Regard  to  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per, had  not  a  converted  Bramin  hinted  to  me, 
fome  Years  fince,  a  Circumftance  that  is  remarka- 
ble enough  to  be  mentioned  here.  The  Remains 
of  Sacrifices,  and  the  Rice  diftributed  in  the  Tem- 
ples for  Perfons  to  eat,  is  called  by  the  Indians^ 
Prajadam,  This  Word,  in  our  Language,  fignifies 
Divine  Grace,  which  we  exprefs  by  the  Greek 
Word,  evxupte^iei  f. 

We  fee  fomething  ftill  plainer  with  Regard  to 
Confeflion ;  and,  I  believe,  it  may  not  be  impro- 
per to  enlarge  a  little  more  on  that  Head. 

*jThefe  Wafhings  are  mentioned  by  moft  Writers  on  In^/ia.  /« 
the  Conferences  of  the  Daniih  MiJJtonarieSy  pag.  i  1 8,  a  Bramin 
fays:  '*  We  believe  the  Water  to  be  a  God,  and  the  moft  gra- 
"  cious  and  beneficent  of  all  the  Deities,  to  us  Mortals ;  purify. 
*'  ing  our  Souls,  as  well  as  our  Bodies,  when  accompanied  with 
**  the  ordinary  Ceremonies,  and  with  the  eftabli(hed  Formulas  of 
*'  devout  Prayers."  And  in  Mr.  Abraham  Roger's  Treatife, 
Part  II.  Chap.  14.    *Tis  obferved  that,   *  Among  the  feveral 

*  Rivers  of  frefii  Water,  the  Indians  afcribe  a  very  great  Holi- 
'  nefs  to  the  Ganges.  Its  Virtue  is  fo  great,  that  it  has  an  £f« 
■  feci  even  on  all  Aich  as  barely  wafh  themfelves  in  it,  without 

*  any  Defign  of  thereby  obtaining  the  Remiffion  of  their  Sins. 

*  The  Inh^itants  of  Bengal  repofe  fo  much  Confidence  therein, 

*  that  fuch  of  them  as  live  on  the  Banks  of  that   River,  never 

*  fail  to  carry  their  Sick  thither,  when  they  are  almcft  expiring ; 

*  and  plunge  them  in  the  Water  as  high  as  the  Waili- — -'lis 

*  univerfally   agreed,  that  whatever   Water  a  Man  may  walh 

*  himfeif  with,  they  all  have  the  fame  Effeft,  provided  that 
'  while  he  is  ufing  them,  he  thinks  on  thofe  of  the  Ganges^  and 

*  fays,  Ganga  Sianam,  /.  e.  O  Ganges  wafh  me !'  The  Water 
of  the  <janges  is  put  into  Bottles,  and  carried  up  into  the 
Country,  as  Pyrmonty  &c.  are  in  Europe. 

f  It  fignifies  properly,  returning  Thanks. 
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'Tis  a  kind  of  Maxim  among  the  Indians^  that 
whofoevcr  confcfles  his  oins,  fliall  be  pardon'd  Cheida 
faram  chounal  7iroum.  I'hey  celebrate  a  Fellival 
annually,  during  which  they  go  and  confcfs  them- 
fc'lves  on  the  Bank  of  a  River,  in  order  that  their 
Sins  may  be  entirely  eftacM.  In  the  famous  Sa- 
crifice of  Ekiam,  the  Wife  of  the  Perfon  who  pre- 
fidcs  at  it  is  obliged  to  confcfs  her  Sins  •,  to  reveal 
the  blackeft  flie  may  have  committed  •,  and  to  reca- 
pitulate them  exadly.  An  Indian  Fidion  which  was 
told  me  to  this  Purpofe,  will  inforce  my  Conjc6lures 
dill  more. 

When  Chrichnen  was  in  the  World,  the  re- 
nowned Draupadi  *  was  married  to  the  five  famous 
Brothers,  all  Kings  of  Madura,  One  of  thefe 
Princes,  on  a  certain  Day,  fhot  an  Arrow  at  a 
Tree,  which  brought  down  an  exquifite  Fmit  -,  the 
Tree  belonged  to  a  celebrated  Penitent,  and  had  this 
Property,  that  it  bore  every  Month  one  of  the  Fruits 
in  Qucftion,  which  wrought  fo  powerfully  on  the 
Eater,  that  he  wanted  no  other  Suftenance  during 
that  Month.  But  as  Men,  in  thefe  remote  Ager, 
dreaded  the  Curfes  of  Penitents,  much  more  than 
thofe  of  the  Gods  ;  the  five  Brothers  were  afraid  that 
the  Hermit  would  curfe  them  j  for  which  Reafon, 
they  befought  Chrichnen  to  aid  'em  in  their  Diftrefs. 
The  God  JViftnoii^  metamorphos'd  into  Chrichnen, 
told  both  them  and  Draupadi^  who  was  then  pre- 
fent,  that  he  knew  but  one  Way  of  attoning  for 
this  mighty  Injury,  which  was,  for  them  to  make  a 
general  ConfelTion  of  all  their  Sins  :  That  the  Tree 
from  which  the  Fruit  fell  was  fix  Cubits  high  ;  that, 
in  Proportion  as  each  of  them  fhould  make  his  Con- 
felTion, the  Fruit  would  rife  to  the  Height  of  a  Cu- 
bit -,  and  that,  at  the  End  of  the  laft  Confeflion,  it 
would  join  to  the  Tree,  as  before. 


In  Engl'//:,  Dn^cd:. 
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This  was  a  bitter  Remedy  j  however,  they  were 
foreM  either  to  fubmit  to  it,  or  he  exposM  to  the 
Curfes  of  a  Penitent.  This  ma'.le  the  five  Hrotliers 
refolve  to  make  a  t'ull  Confeflion  of  all  their  Sins. 
The  Difficulty  was,  to  prevail  with  the  Woman  U) 
do  the  fame  ;  and  *twas  a  long  Time  before  they 
couM  gain  their  Point :  For  the  Inilant  it  became 
necellary  for  Bratipadi  to  fpeak  of  her  Sins,  flie 
grew  referv'd  •,  and  was  fond  of  nothing  but  Se- 
crcfy  and  Silence  :  Neverthelefs,  by  repeating  to 
her  the  deadly  Confequences  of  tlie  Scuiias'^,  or  Pe- 
nitent's Ciirfe,  flic  promised  to  obfervc  implicitly 
whatever  Ihould  be  requir'd  at  her  1  lands.  Having 
gain*d  thus  far,  the  oldefl:  of  the  Princes  began  this 
painful  Ceremony,  and  made  a  veiy  mimite  Con- 
telTion  of  all  his  Sins.  As  he  fpake,  the  Fruit  af 
cended  ;  and,  at  the  End  of  the  firft  Confeflion, 
'twas  riU'n  only  a  Cubit  higher.  The  other  four  Princes 
follow'd  the  Example  of  their  elder  Brother,  when 
the  fame  Prodigy  was  feen  •,  that  is,  at  the  End 
of  the  fifth  Confeflion,  the  Fruit  was  rifen  exadlly 
to  the  Height  of  five  Cubits. 

There  remain'd  now  but  one  Cubit,  and  this  con- 
ccrn'd  Brciupadi.  She,  after  many  Struggles,  began 
her  Confeflion,  when  the  Fruit  rofe  infenflbly.  She 
now  pretended  tliat  flie  had  done,  and  yet  the  Fruic 
was  ftill  Half  a  Cubit  from  the  Tree  :  'Twas  ma- 
nifefl:  flie  had  forgot,  or  rather  conceal'd,  fome  Sin. 
Upon  this,  the  five  Brothers  befought  her,  with 
Tears,  not  to  defl:roy  herfelf,  and  them,  thro'  falfe 
Modefty.  Their  Prayers,  however,  were  ineffec- 
tual ;  but  Chrichnen  coming  at  lad  to  their  Aflift- 
ancc,  file  difcover'd  a  Sin,  in  Thought,  which  flie 
wou'd  fliin  have  conccal'd.  Scarce  had  flie  done, 
wlien  the  Fruit  ended  its  miraculous  Progrefs,  and 
was  join'd  to  the  Branch  from  which  it  had  bcea 
fcver'd. 
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I  will  here  end  the  long  Letter  whicli  I  have  taken 
the  Liberty  to  atUlrefs  to  your  Lonllliip.  I  therein 
h.ive  given  you  an  Account  ot  fuch  rartieulars  as 
were  told  nie  by  the  Minn  Nations,  who,  in  all 
Probability,  were  anticntly  Chriftians^  but  tell  back, 
many  Ages  fince,  into  the  Errors  of  Itlolatry. 
The  Milfionaries  of  our  Society,  treading  in  the 
r'ootfleps  of  St.  Francis  Xavier,  have  been  Libourinji; 
thefe  hundred  Years  to  bring  them  back  to  the 
Knowledge  of  the  true  God,  and  the  Purity  of 
the  Gofpel  Worfhip. 

You  may  perceive,  that,  at  the  fame  Time  wc 
win  over  tliefe  abandon'd  Nations  to  Chrijl^  wc 
endeavour  to  be  of  fome  Service  to  the  Literati  in 
Europe^  by  our  Difcoverics  in  Countries  with  whicli 
they  are  not  enough  acquainted.  Your  Lordfliip's 
profound  Sagacity,  and  familiar  Acquaintance  with 
the  learned  Men  of  Antiquity,  can  alone  fupply 
whatever  may  be  wanting  on  our  Side,  with  regard 
to  the  Informations  we  receive  from  the  People  in 
Qiieftion.  If  thefe  new  Lights  happen  to  be  of 
fome  Service  to  Religion,  no  Perfon  can  enforce  them 
better  than  your  LiOrdlhip.  I  am,  with  the  molt 
profound  Veneration, 

My  Lord^  &c. 

BOUCHET. 

The  ^realeji  P^r^  of  the  next  Letter^  from  Father 
B(  uchet,  to  Father  Baltus,  relating  to  the  pretended 
0;  ncles  of  the  Devil  in  India  :  and  the  Silence  of  thefe 
Oracles^  in  all  Countries  where  the  Chriflian  Religion  is 
eJlabliJJoedy  is  *  omitted,     The  remainder  is  in  the  foU 


lo-juing  Note. 


Father 


*  This  Father  Baltm  wrote  an  Anfwcr  to  the  Hillory  of  the 
Oracles,  to  fhow  th;it  the  Devil  ufed  anticntly  to  pronounce 
Oracles  by  the  Mouth  of  the  Idol-Priclls ;  andth.it  thcle  Oracles 
ceafcd  in  Proportion  as  CkrijTwwity  increaCcd  in  tac  World.  The 
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Father  Martin,  to  Father  De  Villette, 

Reverend  Father, 

TH  E  Regard  you  fnow  for  the  BlefTings  which 
Heaven  is  picas'd  to  beftow  on  our  Labours, 
makes   it  incumbent  on  us  to  inform  you  of  their 

Progrefs  •, 

Defign  of  Father  Bouchefy  in  the  Letttr  in  Qucftion,  is  to 
corroborate  Father  Baltus's  Doiflrine,  from  Examples  in  Inday 
which  the  former  pretends  to  have  been  an  Eye-witnefs  to. 
Cndat  yudofUi  Apollo. 

Father   Bouchet  informs  us  of  a  Method  the  Indians  ufe  to 
difcover  any  fecret  Robbery,  which  is  as  follows :    *  When  fe- 

*  veral  Perfons  are  fufpefted  of  a  Robbery,  and  the  individual 

*  Ferfon  cannot  be  pitch'd  upon,  the  following  Method  is  em' 

*  ploy'd.     They  write  the  Names  of  all  the  lufpeded  Perfons 

*  on  different  Bits  of  Paper,  and  thefe  are  laid  in  a  circular 

*  Form.     They  next  call  upon  the  Devil  with  the  ufual  Cere- 

*  monies,  and  then  withdraw  ;  after  having  fhut  in  and  cover'd 

*  the  Circle  in  fuch  a  Manner  that  no  one  can  touch  any  Thing 

*  in  it.     Some  Time  after  they  come  back,  uncover  the  Circle, 

*  and  the  Perfon  whofe  Name  is  found  out  of  its  Rank  in  the 

*  Circle,  is  judg'd  to  be  the  only  Perfon  guilty.     This  fort  of 

*  Oracle  has  been  found,  by  repeated  Experience,  to  difcover 

*  fo  often  the  Thief,   that  tliis  fmgle  Proof   is   fufficient  to 

*  make  him  be  thought  criminal.'  What  a  fhocking  Proof  is 
this !  and  yet  Father  Bsuchet  does  not  cenfure  the  Indians  on 
that  Account,  tho'  they  deferve  the  fevereft  Reproaches ;  as  In- 
nocence may  thereby  be  expofed  to  the  moft  cruel  Treatment. 
Father  Bouchet  feems  furpri?!ngly  credulous  on  Occafion  of  thefe 
Oracles,  he  affirming  :  *  That  thofe  Perfons  who  call  up  the  De- 

*  vil,  will  hold  up,  fingly,  a  kind  of  Cradle,  or  Basket,  tho'  made 

*  of  Fwigs  which  are  quite  loofe  and  difjnited ;  and  that  others 

*  will  toft  a  linen  Sheet   into  the  Air,   which  remains  there 

*  flretch'd  out  at  full  Length,  and  unfupported.'  He  after- 
wards tells  us,    *  that  the  evil  Spirits  fometimes  exercife  their 

*  Power  over  the  Bodies  of  fome  of  the  Indians,  by  Hooping 

*  their  Heads  fo  low,  and  bending  their  Arms  and  Legs,  be- 

*  hind,  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  their  Bodies  are  in  the  Form  of 

*  a  Bowl,  on  v/hich  Cccafion  they  are  in  the  greatefl  Torment.' 
The  Father  aftervvards  relates  the  Difcovcry  which  was  made  of 
a  Fraud  of  the  Idol  Prieils,  which,  as  it  concerns  the  Indian 
Ceremonies,  I  ihall  give  here.     *  Not  many  Years  fince  a  King 

*  of  Tanjaoutt  wlio  Iv.'.d  been  greatly  attached  to  the  Idols,  be- 

•  gan 
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Progrefs  -,  and  *tis  with  great  Pleafure  I  now  en- 
deavour to  gratify  your  Curiofity  in  that  Particular. 

To 

*  gan  to  cool  in  his  Devotion.     Before  this,  he  ufed  always  to 

*  vifit  regularly,  every  Month,  a  famous  Temple  call'd  Manar^ 

*  covilf  on  which  Occafion  he  was  ever  very  liberal  of  his  Alms 

*  to  the  Priefts  of  the  Temple,  with  which  they  confequently 

*  muft  have  been  vaftly  well  pleafed.  But  how  deeply  were  they 

*  griev'd,  when  they  perceiv'd  that  the  Monarch  had  forfaken 

*  their  Temple  !  However,  I  fancy  that  it  wou'd  have  been  no 

*  little  Confolation,  had  he  fent  them  the  ufual  Sums ;  [How 
fevere  our  yefuit  is  upon   his   Brother-Idolaters !]  The  Mif- 

*  fortune  was,  they  were  depriv'd,  at  one  and  the  fame  Time, 

*  of  the  Honour  of  the  Prince's  Prefence,  and  of  the  Profits 

*  which  accru'd  to  them  from  his  Vifits.     The  Bramins  there- 

*  fore  met  j  and  this  being  an  Affair  which  concern'd  them  very 

*  nearly,  they  debated  a  long  Time  upon  the  Courfe  which  it 

*  wou'd  be   proper  for  them  to  take.     The  Bufmefs  was,  to 

*  prevail  with  the  Prince  to  vifit,  as  ufual,  the  Temple  of  Ma~ 

*  narcovil.     They   did  not  doubt,   in  cafe  they  cou'd  be  fo 

*  happy  as   to  fucceed  on  this  Occafion,  but  that  the  Prince 

*  wou'd  continue  his  Liberality  j  and   for  this  Purpofe  they 

*  thought  of  the  following  Stratagem. 

*  They  fpread  a  Report  throughout  the  whole  Kingdom,  that 

*  Manar,  (the  Idol),  was  deeply  afHi£led ;  that  he  was  feen  to 

*  Ihed  large  Tears ;  and  therefore, that  the  King  ought  to  be  in- 
'  form'd  of  it.    They  pretended,  that  the  God's  Afflidion 

*  arofe  from  the  Contempt  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  Mo- 
'  narch ;  that  Manar  had  always  lov'd  and  prote^led  him  v 
'  that  he  neverthelefs  ihou'd  be  forced  to  punilh  him  for  this 
'  Infult :  However,  that  fome  Remains  of  Tendernefs  forced 
'  abundance  of  Tears  from  his  Eyes. 

*  The  King  of  Tanjaout'y  being  a  very  great  Bigot,  was  ter- 
'  rified  when  this  was  toW  him ;  and  therefore  thought  it  in- 
'  cumbent  on  him  to  appeafe,  as  foon  as  poflible,  the  Anger  of 
'  the  God  Manar.  He  therefore  went  to  the  Temple>  follow'd 

by  a  Croud  of  Courtiers,  where  he  fell  proftrate  before  the 
Idol ;  and  feeing  that  it  really  wept,  he  conjur'd  the  God  to 
pardon  his  paft  Forgetfulnefs ;  promifing  him  to  repay,  with 
Intereft,  the  Injury  which  his  Negligence  might  have  done 
him  in  the  Minds  of  his  Subjefts.  To  make  good  his  Words, 
he  took  the  beft  Courfe  polTible  to  fatisfy  the  Bramins  ;  he 
ordering  a  Sum,  to  the  Value  of  a  thoufand  French  Crowns, 
which  he  had  brought  for  that  Purpofe,to  be  dillributed  among 
them.  The  Prince  did  not  fufpeft  the  leaft  Fraud  in  the  Bra- 
mins. As  the  Statue  was  entirely  detach'd  from  the  Wall, 
and  placed  on  a  Pedellal,  he  thought  he  had  Demonftration 

T  4  *  fufficient 
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To  the  bell  of  my  Remembrance,  I  mention'd,  'm 
my  laft  letter,  the  Voyage  I  had  made  to  theCoaft 

of 

rufficicnt  of  the  Truth  of  this  Prodigy,  and  look'd  upon  the 
Biamhis  as  a  inoft  excellent  Sett  of  j\icn. 

*  But  the  Officers  of  his  Train  were  not  quite  fo  credulous. 
One  of  them,  among  the  reft,  went  to  the  Monarch  as  he  was 
coming  out  of  the  Temple;  and  told  him,  that  there  was 
fomething  fo  extraordinary  in  what  he  faw,  that  he  cou'd  not 
but  fufped  fome  Fraud,  This  exafperatcd  the  King  againil 
the  Officer,  and  made  him  confider  the  Suf  icion  as  highly 
impious  J  however,  the  Officer  was  fo  very  urgent,  that  at  laft 
his  Requeft  was  indulged,  i-iz.  to  have  the  Statue  narrowly 
examinM  into.  The  Officer  r^turn'd  immediately  to  the 
Temple,  when  he  placed  a  Guard  at  the  Door,  and  took 
fome  trufty  Soldiers  with  him.  He  then  removed  the  Statue 
from  a  fort  of  Altar  on  wliich  it  was  placed  :  and,  examining 
it  very  carefully  on  all  Sides, was  greatly  furpriz'd  to  meet  with 
nothing  to  enforce  his  Conjcdurcs.  He  had  imagin'd  there  was 
a  fmall  leaden  Pipe  which  was  continu'd,  from  the  Altar  to  the 
Statue;  and  that  Water  was  convey'd  this  Way  into  it,  which 
afterwards  trickled  from  its  Eyes.  He  found  nothing  like  this ; 
but  having  gone  tlius  far,  he  continu'd  his  Search,  and  at  laft 
difcover'd,  by  an  almoft  imperceptible  Line,  a  Conjundlionof 
the  upper  Part  of  the  Head  with  the  lower.  He  then  fepa- 
rated,  by  Force,  thefe  two  Pieces  one  from  the  other ;  and 
found,  within  the  cavity  of  the  Skull,  a  little  Ball  of  Cotton 
foak'd  in  Water,  which  fell,  Drop  by  Drop,  into  the  Idol's 
Eyes. 

*  How  joyful  was  the  Officer,  when  lie  at  laft  found  what  he 
fought !  but  how  greatly  furpriz'd  was  the  Prince  when  he 
himfelf  was  an  Eyc-witncfs  to  the  Jmpoflure  of  the  Bramins! 
This  threw  lum  into  a  Rage,  fo  that  he  inftantly  commanded 
them  to  be  feverely  punifh'cl.  He  began  by  making  them  re- 
turn the  Money  he  had  juft  before  given  them;  after  which 
he  fentenc'd  the  Bramins  to  pay  to  the  Value  li  a  thoufand 
French  Crowns.  None  but  thofe  who  know  how  greedy  thefe 
People  are  of  Money,  can  be  fcnfible  of  the  Anguifh  they  felt 
on  this  Occafjon  ;  this  heavy  Fine  being  as  intolerable  as  the 
moft  grievous  Panifhment.' 

Father  Bcucht,  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Letter,  tell  us  tlint 
Oiacles  are  deliver'd  here  only  by  the  Mouths  of  the  Prieils,  and 
never  from  Trees  and  Statues,  as  was  fuppofed  antiently.  He 
declares,  that  any  Deli\'ery  of  tliis  latter  Kind  is  inftantly  fuf- 
pcded  by  the  Indians,  of  which  he  gives  the  following  Example. 
'  Two  Traders  had  buried,  by  Agreement,  in-  a  very  fecrct 
*  Place,  their  common  Trealurc,  \vracii  Ibme  Time  after  was 
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of  Cormcmdels  and  'tis  there,  if  I  miilake  net,  that 
my  Relation  ends.     I  Aiall  now  inform  you  of  the 

mod 

*  0ole  nway.     T'lie  Trader  who  had  carried  it  off,  was  the  firft 

*  who  deciarM  himfelf  innocent ;  and  caird  his  Ccmprtnion  a 

*  faithlefs  Wretch,  and  a  Thief.     He  even  went  fo  far,  as  to 

*  declare  that  he  wou'd  prove  his  own  Innocence,  by  the  Oracle 

*  of  a  celebrated  Deity  whom  the  Indians  worfliip  under  a  certain 

*  Tree.     On  the  Day  pitch'd  upon,  the  Indians  endcavour'd  to 

*  call  up  the  Spirits  with  the  ufual  Ceremonies  j  on  which  Occa- 

*  fion  they  expefted  that  fome  of  the  Perfons  prefent  wou'd  be 

*  I'eiz'd  by  the  God  or  Devil  who  was  tlien  invok'd.     But  how 

*  great  was  their  Surprize,  when  they  heard  a  Voice  iffue  from 

*  the  Tree,  which  declar'd  the  Thief  to  be  innocent ;  and  ac- 

*  cufed  his  guilty  Brother  of  the  Robbery  !  But  as  Oracles  are 

*  never  publifh'd  in  India  in  this  Manner,  the  Perfons  fent  by 

*  the  Court  to  be  Spcftators  of  this  Ceremony  order'd  the  Tree 

*  to  be  narrowly  fearch'd,  before  they  fliou'd  proceed  farther 

*  againft  the  Perfon  accus'd.     The  Infide  of  the  Tree  was  rot- 

*  ten,  for  which  Reafon,  they  laid  fome  Straw  into  a  Hole  of 

*  it ;  and  afterwards  fet  Fire  to  it,  in  order  that  the  Smoak,  or 

*  the  Violence  of  the  Flame,  might  oblige  this  new  Oracle  to 

*  deliver  itfblf  in  a  different  Tone,  in  cale,  as  was  fufpedled, 

*  any  Perfon  fhouldbe  hid  in  the  Trunk  of  the  Tree.  The  Expe- 

*  riment  fucceeded,  for  the  Wretch  who  lay  conceal'd  in  it,  did 

*  not  chufe  to  be  burnt  to  Death,  but  cried  aloud,  that  he  wou'd 

*  tell  them  all,  if  they  wou'd  but  put  out  the  Fire,  which  began 

*  to  fcorch  him.  They  took  Pity  of  the  Fellow  ;  the  Fire  was  ex- 

*  tinguif>i'd,and  he  made  a  full  Difcovery  of  the  wholelmpoflure.' 
Father  Bourhet  afterwards  tells  us  of  another  Prailiceof  the /»- 
dians.     *  Certain   Penitents  offer  up  Sacrifices  on  the  Banks  of 

*  Rivers  with  great  Ceremony.     They  draw  a  Circle  whofe 

*  Diameter  is  about  one  or  two  Cubits,  round  which  they  place 

*  their  Idols,  in  fuch  a  Manner  that  their  Situation  anfwers  to 

*  the  eight  chief  Winds.  The  Heathens  imagine,  that  eight  in- 
'  fcrior  i.eities  prefide  over  thefe  eight  equi-Jillant  Parts  of  the 

*  World.     They  invoke  thefe  falfe  Deities,  on  which  Occafion, 

*  fome  of  thefe  Statues   move    before  all  the  Speftators,  and 

*  turn  themfelves  in  the  Places  where  thev  are  fet,  tho'  no  Per- 

* 

*  fon  is  near  them.'  The  Father  is  afterwards  fo  credulous  or 
hypocritical  as  to  add  \  *  This  is  done  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that 

*  their  i\1otion  can  be  afcrib'd  to  nothing  but  the  invifible  Ope- 

*  ration  of  the  evil  Spirit.' 

Father  Boucket'^s  Defign,  by  this  Letter,  feems  to  have  been  to 
perfuade  People  in  Europe,  that  the  Jcjuits  make  a  great  Progrefs 
in  their  Converfions  in  India.  As  this  is  fiiid  to  be  a  pecu- 
niary Advantage  to  the  Society,  'tis  no  Wonder  that  the  Father 
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moft  fingular  Incidents  which  have  happen'd 
fince. 

The  Evening  before  AJh-wednefday^  I  fet  out  from 
Cormandely  to  go  to  my  deftin'd  Miflion.  About 
Midnight  my  Difciples  and  I  got  to  the  Bank  of  a 
River  which  we  were  to  crofs  over  ;  the  Night  being 
exceedingly  dark,  we  wandered  into  a  Part  of  the 
River  which  was  fo  very  deep  that  we  were  up  to 
the  Chin  in  Water-,  fo  that  we  Ihou'd  not  have 
been  able  to  extricate  ourfelves,  had  not  Providence 
been  fo  gracious  as  to  interpofe  in  our  Favour. 

Such  MilTionaries  as  travel  from  the  Coafts  inha- 
bited by  the  Europeans^  are  obliged  to  fet  out  in  the 
Night,  to  prevent  their  being  feen  by  the  Heathens, 
who  would  reproach  'em  with  being  Pranguis^  or 
Europeans ;  a  Circumftance  wliich  wou'd  make  us 
contemptible  in  their  Eyes,  and  raife  in  them  an 
infurmountable  Averfion  to  our  Religion. 

After  travelHng  fome  Time,  I  fpent  the  Re- 
mainder of  the  Night  in  a  ruin'd  Houfe,  Handing 
at  the  Entrance  of  a  Village.  The  Cold  which 
feiz'd  me,  as  I  crofs'd  the  River,  threw  me  into  a 
Fever,  which  very  much  alarm*d  the  Cbriftians,  my 
Companions.  I  wanted  a  little  Fire  to  be  lighted ; 
but  we  did  not  dare  to  make  any,  for  Fear  of  draw- 
ing the  Heathens  to  our  Hut,  as  they  thereby 
wou'd  have  difcover'd  me  to  be  an  European.  For 
this  Reafon,  I  fet  out  again  two  Hours  before  Day, 
and  traveird  a  confiderable  Way,  which  fatigu'd  me 
prodigioufly. 

fliouM  affert  Falfities  to  advance  it.  That  he  had  fome 
Views  of  drawing  in  People,  in  Europe^  to  contribute  towards 
the  Support  of  thefe  Miffions,  is  evident,  from  almoft  the  Con- 
clufion  of  the  prefent  Letter.     *  What  Joy  (fays  he)  will  it  be 

*  for  thofe  pious  Perfons,  who  contribute  towards  the  Support  of 

*  fuch  Miflionaries  and  fervent  Chrifiiansy  as  affift  us  in  our  apo- 

*  Itolical  Labours,  to  hear  that  the  Glory  of  our  Religion,  to 

*  the  promoting  of  which   they  contribute,  is  diffufed  with  fo 

*  mutii  Splendor  in  thcfe  Hea:hcn  Countries !' 

Heaven 
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Heaven  thought  it  necefiary  that  I  fhould  travel 
very  hard.     About  Evening,  four  or  five  Perfons 
appearM  at  our  right,  and  were  advancing  towards 
us  as  fad  as  poflible.     As  this  whole  Country  is  in- 
fefled  with  Thieves,  we  thought  of  nothing  but  an 
Attack ',   but    our   Fears  were  foon  removed,  the 
People  being  Chrijlians,  who  were  making  the  ut- 
moft    Hade,  only  to  befetch  me  to  prepare  for 
Death,  a  Chrijlian  Woman  who  was  expiring.     I 
then  left  the  Road  to  follow  them-,  and  arriv'd, 
about  Evening,  at  the  Side  of  a  Pond,  in  a  deep 
Solitude.     The  Chrijlians  had  brought  the  fick  Wo- 
man thither,  becaufe  it  wou'd  have  been  dangerous 
to  enter  the  Village,  as  the  greateft  Part  of  its  In- 
habitants were  Idolaters,  and  Enemies  to  the  Chri- 
jlian Name.     I  was  very  much  edified -at  the  holy 
Frame   of  Mind  in  which  I  found  the  Woman ; 
and  after  hearing  her  ConfelTion,  and  preparing  her 
for  Death,  I  continu*d  my  Journey  towards  Coot- 
tour. 

I  arrived  thither  about  Noon,  and  found  a  Por- 
tiigtieze  Jefiiitf  Father  Bertholdi  by  Name,  who  la- 
bours in  that  Miflion  with  a  Zeal  much  fuperior  to 
his  natural  Strength.  He  informed  me  of  a  Dan- 
ger which  he,  by  the  Goodnefs  of  Providence,  had 
jufl  before  efcap'd.  He  had  gone  very  early  to  his 
ConfefTional,  which  is  a  Hut  cover'd  with  Straw, 
where  is  a  little  Lattice  that  lobks  upon  the  Church- 
yard, and  whither  the  Chrijlians  go  one  by  one,  to 
Confeffion,  Being  here,  and  Ihaking  the  Stag's-fkin 
which  covers  our  Scat,  a  large  Sei-pent,  call'd  Cobra- 
capel  in  Poriugueze,  glided  out  of  it.  This  Reptile 
emits  its  Poifon  in  an  Inftant,  and  wou'd  certainly 
have  bit  the  Father,  had  he  happened  to  have  fat 
down  upon  the  Skin,  without  firft  fliaking  it.  As 
the  Walls  of  our  poor  Houfes  are  of  Clay,  we  are 
often  vifited  by  thefe  Creatures,  and  in  Danger  of 
being  annoy'd  by  th?m.     I  gave  you,  in  my  laft, 
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fome  fingular  Inllances  to  this  Purpofe  :  I  therefore 
fhall  only  obferve,  here,  that  this  is  a  Danger  we 
are  often  expos*d  to  in  the  Miifion  of  Madura. 

The  Species  of  Serpents  I  now  fpeak  of,  are  more 
common  hereabouts  than  in  the  other  Parts  of  India ; 
becaufe  the  Indians^  imagining  them  to  be  confe- 
crated  to  one  of  tlieir  Deities,  pay  them  a  certain 
"Worfhip  ;  and  are  fo  follicitous  about  their  Preferva- 
tion,that  they  keep  and  feed  fome  of  them  at  the  Doors 
of  their  Tcmpks,  and  even  in  their  own  Houfes. 
They  call  this  kind  of  Serpent,  Naiia  Pamboo^  or 
good  Sejpent;  this  Reptile,  according  to  them, 
bringing  Kappinefs  to  thofe  Houfes  where  it  inha- 
bits. Neverthclefs,  how  propitious  foevcr  it  may 
be,  it  often  proves  the  Death  of  its  Worfhippcrs. 

The  fpecifick  Remedy  againft  the  Bite  of  thefe 
Serpents,  and  that  of  a  great  many  othci  venomous 
Animals  found  in  India^  is  called  Veia-Marondoo^  or 
the  Antidote.  'Tis  us'd  more  by  the  Chrijlians 
than  by  the  Heathens^  becaufe  thefe  immediately  in- 
voke the  Devil,  and  have  Recourfe  to  a  Multitude 
of  other  fuperftitious  Pradices  they  are  vaitly  fond 
of ;  whereas  the  Chrijlians  employ  only  natural  Re- 
medies, among  which  this  is  the  chief.  'Tis  faid 
that  a  Joguis^  or  Heathen  Penitent,  taught  this  Se- 
cret to  one  of  our  firft  Mifllonaries,  in  Return  for  an 
important  Semce. 

The  Idolaters  employ  fuperftitious  Compa6ls,  not 
only  to  cure  the  Bite  of  Serpents,  but  in  almoft  all 
their  Difeafes.  There  is  nothing  gives  the  new 
Converts,  (who  are  furrounded  with  their  idolatrous 
Countrymen)  more  Trouble,  than  to  prevent,  when- 
ever they  arc  fick,  their  Parents  or  Relations  from 
ufing  thefe  Expedients  •,  for  when  they  are  aQecp,  or 
liappen  to  faint  away,  they  fomctimes  tie  about  their 
Arms,  their  Neck,  or  their  Feet,  certain  Figures  and 
Charadtcrs,  which  are  fo  many  Tokens  of  a  Cove- 
nant made  widi  the  Devil.  But  the  Inflant  the  fick 
I  Perfon 
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Perfon  comes  to  himfelf,  or  wakes,  he  tears  thefe 
infamous  Covenants,  and  wou'd  die  rather  than  re- 
cover his  Health  by  fuch  criminal  Methods*. 
Some  of  thefe  Converts  abfolutely  refufe  to  take 
even  the  natural  Medicines  from  the  Hand  of  a 
Heathen^  becaufe  they  often  employ  fuperflitious 
Ceremonies  on  thefe  Occafions. 

I  ftay'd  but  Half  a  Day  in  Coottour^  and  fet  out 
from  thence  next  Day.  I  pafs'd  thro*  the  Settle- 
ment, where,  two  Mondis  before,  in  my  Journey  to 
Pondicheri^i  I  had  baptiz*d  two  Children,  and  a 
grown  Perfon,  who  was  dying.  Four  or  five  of  the 
moft  fervent  Converts  in  this  Settlement  accompa- 
nied me  to  another,  call'd  Kokeri^  in  its  Neigh- 
bourhood. 

As  I  was  extreamly  defirous  of  arriving  with  all 
the  Diligence  polTible  at  Coonampaty^  the  Seat  of  my 
new  Miflion,  I  left  Father  Dias  much  fooner  than  I 
wouM  willingly  have  done.  I  made  fuch  Hafte, 
that  I  arriv'd  pretty  early,  next  Day,  on  the  Banks  of 
the  Coloran^  which,  at  certain  Seafons  of  the  Year, 
is  one  of  the  largeft  and  moft  rapid  Rivers  that  can 
be  feen  \  but  at  others,  finks  to  almoft  a  Brook. 
When  I  crofs'd  it,  the  only  Difcourfe  was  on  the  fa- 
mous Vidory  the  ^alavai  f  had  gain'd  juft  before 
over  the  King  of  Tanjaour^ sFoycgs,  and  which  had 
like  to  have  prov'd  the  Difgrace  of  that  Prince's  firfb 
Minifter,  one  of  the  moft  cruel  Perfecutors  of  our 
holy  Religion.  The  following  Particulars  were  told 
me  on  that  Occafion.  The  Expedients  which  this 
Minifter  employed,  in  order  to  fave  himfelf,  will  in- 
form you  of  his  Chara^ler,  and  what  we  mayjuftly 
fear  from  fo  artful  an  Enemy. 

*  As  tho'  it  were  pofTible  for  any  Perfon  to  recover  his  Health 
by  fuch  Means ! 

f  The  Prince,  or  Governor-General  of  Tichrapa/v,  [or  7'^;- 
chirapaLI  as  'tis  callM  in  the  Map  added  to  the  lenrncd  Mi-.  De 
la  Cro^ii'i  excellent  Hijhirc  du  Chr\ftianifme  da  Indei, 
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The  Salavat  was  encamp'd  on  the  North  Shove. 
of  the  River,  to  fecure  his  Kingdom  f:  om  the  Army 
of  Tanjaoury  which  made  dreadful  Havock  in  every 
Part  of  the  Country  ;  but  all  his  Efforts  cou*d  not 
check  the  Incurfions  of  an  Enemy,  whofe  Cavalry 
was  much  more  numerous  than  his.     He  therefore 
imagined  that  the  fafeft  Courfe  wou'd  be  to  make  a 
Diverfion  ;  whereupon  he  refolv'd  to  crofs  the  River, 
whofe  Waters  were  very  much  fallen,  and  carry 
Terror  even  into  the  Kingdom  of  Tanjaour.     This 
he  did  fo  fecretly,  that  the  Enemies  did  not  know 
of  his  crofling,  till  they  faw  his  Troops  fpread  on 
the  other  Side  of  the  River ;  and  going  to  pierce 
into  the  Heart  of  the  Kingdom,  which  was  defencc- 
lefs.     This  unexpecled  Crofling  quite  dilconcerted 
the  Army  of  Tanjaour,  whofe  only  Refuge  was  to 
crofs  the  River  alfo,  to  defend  their  Country.    This 
they   refolv'd,  but  unhappily  made  an  ill  Choice  of 
the  Ford  -,  not  to  mention  that  the  Rains,  which 
were  lately   fallen   on  the  Mountains  of  Malabar^ 
where  the  Source  of  that  River  Hes,  had  fwell'd  it  to 
fuch  a  Degree,  at  the  Time  that  the  Army  of  Tan- 
jaour  was   attempting  to  crofs,  that  feveral,  both 
Horfe  and  Foot,  were  carried  away  by  the  Stream. 
The  Talavai  obferving  the  Diforder  they  were  in, 
fell  upon  them,  and  eafily  broke  them.     This  was 
not  fo  much  a  Battle  as  a  Flight ;  and  the  whole 
Army  of  Tanjaour  was  routed.     After  this  compleat 
Vidory,  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Kingdom  of  ^an- 
jamr  was  laid  wafte. 

The  King,  exafperated  at  his  being  overcome  by 
a  Nation  who  were  accuftom'd  to  fubmit,  very  much 
fulpedled  his  Prime  Minifter  Balogi^  or,  as  others 
term  him,  Vagogi-Pandiden^  either  of  Negligence, 
or  Treachery.  The  Grandees,  who  hated  him,  had 
vow'd  his  Deftrudlion  -,  and  declar*d  that  the  ill 
Succefs  of  this  War  was  entirely  owing  to  him.  But 
Balogiy  fearlefs  of  the  Machinations  wliich  were 
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carrying  on  againft  him,  waited  lecretly  upon  th« 
King.  "  My  Liege  (fays  he,  with  an  undaunted 
Tf  A'  of  Voice,)  "  I  will  voluntarily  furrender  my 
*'  felf,  in  order  to  have  my  Head  chopp'd  of,  if  in 
a  Week,  I  don't  conclude  a  Peace  with  your 
Enemy  *."  The  Time  he  defir'd  was  very  fliort, 
and  the  King  indulged  it. 

Immediately  this  fubtle  Minifter  fent  his  Secretaries 
to    the    principal    Traders  of  the  City,  and   the 
Places  adjacent,  commanding  every  one  of  them  to 
lend  him  a  confiderable  Sum  of  Money,  upon  Pain 
of  forfeiting  all  their  Poffeflions.     He  drew  what- 
ever Sums  he  cou'd  from  his  Relations  and  Friends  -, 
and  even  took  a  large  Sum  of  Money  which  ought  to 
have  been  put  into  the  King's  Treafury.     Finally, 
in  lefs  than  four  Days,  he  amafs'd  near  five  hundred 
thoufand  Crowns,  which  he  inftantly  •  employ'd  in 
order  to  win  over  the  Queen  of  iicherapaly  •,  to 
bribe  moft  of  the  Members  of  her  Council  \  and, 
above  all,  to  gain  the  ^alavai*^  Father,  a  Man  who 
lov'd  Money   inordinately.     He  manag'd  Matters 
fo  dextroufly,  that,  before  the  Week  was  expir'd,  a 
Peace  was  concluded, (even  without  the  Privity  of  the 
Salavat)  in  Ticberapaly,  with  the  King  of  Tanjaour. 
Thus  the  vanquifh'd  Prince  gave  Law  to  the  Vic- 
tor, and  the  Minifter  regain' d  his  Monarch's  Fa- 
vour, by  which  Means  his  Power  became  more  ab- 
folute  than  ever.     The  only  Ufe  he  aftei-wards  made 
of  it,  was,  to  ruin  moft  of  the  Grandees,  and  make 
the  Chriftians  fuffer  a  cruel  Perfecution. 

I  at  laft  arriv'd,  after  a  Variety  of  Fatigues,  at 
Coonampaty,  formerly  one  of  the  moft  flourilhing 
Churches  of  the  Million,  but  now  almoft  ruin'd,  by 


-  ■m 


•' '  »' 


•  The  French  is f  Jeforterat  mol-meme  ma  tele  fur  un  echaf- 
faut.  i.  e.  *  I  myfelf  will  bring  my  Head  upon  a  ScafFold.' 
A  Phrafe  that  implies  fomething  of  the  miraculous,  like  St.  D^;/- 
»»'s  carrying  his  Head  in  his  Hand,  after  it  had  been  chopp'd 
off.     For  this  Keafon  I  alterM  it,  in  my  Verfion. 

I  the 
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the  different  Contefts  and  perpetual  Wars  of  the 
Lords  who  inhabit  thcfe  Forcfts.  This  Church,  for 
three  Years,  has  been  fuperintcndcd  by  Father 
Carvalho^  who,  notwlthftanding  his  ill  Health, 
reaps  an  extraordinary  Harvell. 

The  little  Rain  which  M\  the  Year  before  ;  the 
violent  Heat  felt  in  March ;  and  the  Muhitude  of 
Chriftians  who  came  to  Coonampaty\  had  drained  a 
great  Part  of  the  Pond,  which  is  the  only  Place 
where  thefe  People  can  be  fiirnifhed  with  Water. 
For  this  Realon  I  refolved  to  go  to  Elacoorrichy^ 
but  was  prevented  by  a  Perfecution  then  railed  a- 
gainft  the  Chriftians  of  Cottoor, 

I  will  here  conclude  my  Letter  •,  and  conti- 
nue, in  the  fucceeding  ones,  to  give  you  a  faithful 
Narrative  of  all  fuch  Particulars  as  may  contribute 
to  your  Edification  i  and  am  with  the  greateil 
Refpe(n:, 


Tour^  Sec. 


P.  Martin. 


Fatber  Martin,  fo  Father  de  Villette^ 


Reverend  Father^ 

TH  E  Perfecution  which  broke  out  againfl:  the 
Chriftians  of  Cottoor  detained  me  in  Coonam- 
paty^  as  I  obferved  in  my  former  Letter. 

On  Saturday  Evening  I  got  ready  a  fmall  tri- 
umphal Chariot,  which  we  adorned  with  Pieces  of 
Silk,  Flowers  and  Fruits.  On  it  was  placed  an  I- 
mage  reprefenting  our  Saviour  rifen  from  the  Dead  ; 
and  the  Chariot  was  drawn  in  Triumph  thrice  round 
the  Church  5    feveral  Initrumcnts  playing  at  the 

fame 
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fame  Time.  The  Fcftival  was  greatly  hcightned 
by  Illuminations,  Lultrcs,  Sky-Rockcts,  and  fe- 
vcral  other  Fire-works  in  which  the  Indians  excel. 
Then  Vcrfes  were  fpoke  or  chaunted  by  the  Chrijli* 
ans,  in  honour  of  our  Saviour's  triumphing  over 
Death  and  Hell. 

Such  Multitudes  both  of  Chrijlicins  and  Heathens 
crouded  on  this  Occafion,  that  the  Yard  round  the 
Church  was  fcarce  able  to  contain  them.  They 
were  fcen,  by  the  Lights,  fitting  on  the  Boughs  of 
Trees,  planted  in  the  abovementioned  Yard  \  and 
fccmed  like  fo  many  Zacheus^s,  whofe  Curiofity 
jTompted  them  to  afcend  over  the  Heads  of  their 
Brethren,  in  order  to  view  the  Image  of  him  whom 
that  happy  Publican  was  worthy  of  receiving  per- 
fonally  in  his  Houfe.  The  chief  Perfonage  of  the 
Settlement,  his  whole  Family,  and  the  reft  of  the 
Heathens  who  afTilted  in  the  ProceiTion,  fell  pro- 
ftrate  thrice  before  the  Image  of  our  Saviour  rifen 
from  the  Dead ;  and  worfhipped  him  in  fuch  a 
Manner  as,  very  happily,  blended  them  indifcrimi- 
nately  with  the  moft  fervent  Chrijiians  *. 

But  now  the  Refervoir  of  Coonampaty  being  en- 
tirely drained,  I  refolved  to  retire  to  Elacoorichi  •, 
but  thouglit  to  travel  firft  to  Aour^  in  order  to 


*  There  was  nothing  evtraordinary  in  this,  according  to  Mr. 
la  Crcze,  in  his  Hifioire  du  Chri/iianifms  des  hides,  p.  302  ;  Ha^ue, 
1724,  xztno.  he  afluring  us,  *  That the//r«^Zr«jin  India  worlhip 

*  Statues  and  Images  of  every  Kind  j  and  even  thofe  of  the  Ro- 

*  mijh  Church.      Not   far  from  Cape  Comorin  is  an  old  Idol  of 
'  Fraticis  Xavier,  to  v/hich   the   Heaihcns  themfclves  go  in  Pi!- 

*  grimage.   They  call  it  the  Pagod  of  Parapadri,  i.  e.  of  the  great 

*  Father',     lie  had  juH:  before  faid,  (fpeaking  of  the  Vifitatioa 
of  Menezcs,    Archbifliop    of   Gon,)    '  He   afterwards   went  to 

*  Porca,  Capital  of  the  Kingdom.     The  Church  of  the  Place 

*  was  dedicated  to  the  holy  Crofs ;   and   had  been  built  by  a 

*  King,  who,  tho'  a  ilcathen,  imagined  he  had  gained  a  Vic- 

*  tory  by  Virtue  of  a  B.inner  belonging  to  the  Chrijlhim  of  the 
'  Place,  on  wlu'ch  a  Crofs  was  painted.     This  Church  was  af- 

*  terwards  piven  to  the  Jeiuics  wiio  fettled  here'. 

Vol.  II.  'U  confer 
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conftr  v;lth  t!icr  MifTionarics  on  certain  Rirticii- 
lars  whicli  i^avt:  nu  Ibinc  Uncafincls.  I  there  met 
with  KitiuTs  B'ttchct  and  Caivalbo^  almoft  cxhaiill- 
cd  l>y  the  '\\)M  which  had  cpprcircd  them  during 
a  Month.  I'iic  I''clli\'al  of  Kajler  had  never  been 
ibkir.ni'/Ld  with  fo  mm  h  Mifj^ni licence,  nor  witli 
16  vail  a  CcMicriirfc  ot  IVople.  I'he  Indiarij  arc 
cxtrenicly  lund  of  Poetry.  I'athcr  Bouchct  had 
taufed  to  he  rcprefented  in  Vcric,  David*s  Triumph 
over  GoUeib  ;  this  Piece  beini;  a  contiiuial  Allegory 
of  the  Viv.'itory  whieii  Chrilt  gained,  in  his  Rellir- 
recHlon,'  over  the  Powers  of  Hell.  The  whole  was 
intlrucLive,  and  ftrongly  alKctcd  the  Spedlators. 

An  Accident  which  now  happened  to  a  Catechid, 
whom  Father  Bctichet  had  fent  to  a  i^eighbouring 
Prince,  ailarmed  us  ex'ceedingly.  This  Catechilt 
had  travelled  during  the  molt  violent  Heat  of  the 
]Jay  j  wliLP,  being  very  thlrQy,  he  was  fo  indif- 
crcct  as  to  drink,  without  obferving  the  ufual  Pre- 
cautions. In  a  Moment  he  was  troubled  with  the 
violent  Indigellion,  called,  in  India,  Mcrdechin  * ; 
which  lonie  of  our  Countrymen  have  erroneouHy 

*  Some  L'.'^/y/j  Writers  call  it  Moludchin,  this  bcirg  a  Vo- 
niting  or  I'urLJug  which  fomctiincs  carries  ofi'  tl.c  Patient  in  24. 
Hour.s.  Moil  liuroicenis,  at  tiuir  firll  ccniir.g  iiito  Induit  aic* 
unlieulihy  ;  ui.icli  proceeds  as  much  froin  tlie  Alterati'jn  of 
tlieir  Li.r,  and  a  d.fFjrcnt  Rrgiiutji),  as  fioni  any  other  L'aiifj, 
Such  as  can  :i-i'ord  to  purchaff  lucnig  L'cjLior?,  are  commonly  car- 
ried cffi-.y  Fevers ;  whilll  others  riot  upon  Fiuics  and  Siicrbct,  which 
liirow  t!-.ein  into  the  Bloodv  r'iux  ;  and  oth'jrs  a<;;un  eat  too 
iieartily  of  Muli  and  Filh,  not  eaiy  of  Digrition,  which  occa- 
I'ions  the  i.lortudchin  abovcmctiiioned.  Since  Experience  l;as 
laught  our  Emopccns  the  Danger  of  giving  into  thele  Exccfics ; 
thii,  and  the  Advice  of  Friends,  often  prevail  with  thcin  to  be 
moie  ahtlemious  :  and  to  make  them  ienfible,  that  a  mcderatc* 
U:c  of  Aieats  and  Drinks  in  tix  hell  VV;iy  of  picfcrving  I/fo  } 
and  not  totall)'  to  abilain  from  t;-,em,  whicii  is  aimofl  as  prejudi- 
cial a:,  the  other  Extreme  j  cfpcci.iliy  when  any  infcdnoiis  Di- 
llenipcr  prevaiis  in  tiie  Countr}'.  "J  hc'e  I'rec.-.urions  being  u.'ed, 
•feme  'i'laveilcrs  think,  that  the  prcatcll  P.ut  of  ];:diii  i^  as 
ju-alt!))',  and  that  with  regard  lo  the  Eufojcafis,  as  any  Country 
whjiieva. 
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termed  Mort  de  Chicu^  iina^^jinitu^  it  to  be  (o  called^ 
from  its  bringing  the  Patient  to  a  violent  and  cruel 
Death.  And  indeed,  ii  begins  by  tlic  \va^\\  acuto 
Pains,  which  force  I^^ature  to  liich  a  Oegree, 
that  very  few  tfcapc  the  Attack,  except  a  Remedy 
be  adminiftered,  tliat  is  very  common  on  the  Ci)a(V, 
but  lefs  known  in  the  inland  Country.  Ti^is  Re- 
medy is  fo  effefhial,  l.'kIC,  of  an  huirlred  Perfons 
alHicted  with  this  Kind  of  Twilling  of  the  Guts, 
fcarcc  two  die.  This  Dillemper  is  much  more  com- 
mon in  India  than  in  Europe.  'I'he  contimial  waft- 
ing of  the  Spirits,  arifing  from  the  burning  IJeaC 
of  the  Chrnatc,  diminiflies  the  natural  Meat  to  fo 
great  a  Degree,  that  the  Stomach  is  frequently  una- 
ble to  concodt  the  Aliments.  Thus  the  Catecliill 
growing  16  very  weak,  as  to  be  abfoiutely  unable  to 
proceed  farther,  he  ftopt  at  a  Settlement  about  a 
League  from  Aour^  whence  he  fent  us  Advice  of 
the  deplorable  Condition  he  was  in. 

'Twas  nine  at  Night  before  the  News  came,  when 
I  flew  to  his  Afliftancc.  I  found  him  ftretched  on 
the  Ground,  almoft  fpeechlefs^  and  tortured  widi 
violent  Convulfions.  All  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Vil- 
lage had  crouded  round  him  *,  when  every  one  was 
for  adminiftring  Medicines,  which,  inilead  of  giving 
him  Eafe,  would  only  have  cnfiamed  his  Diftemper* 
I  then  ordered  a  great  Fire  to  be  lighted.  I  want- 
ed an  Iron  Rod,  but  not  meeting  with  one,  I  took 
a  Sickle  with  which  the  Indians  cut  Rice  and  Herbs. 
Afterwards  caufing  it  to  be  made  Red-hot  in  the 
Fire,  I  ordered  fome  of  the  By  ilanders  to  apply 
the  Back  of  the  Red-hot  Sickle  to  the  Sole  of  the 
Patient's  Foot,  three  Fingers  Breadth  from  the  Ex- 
tremity of  the  Heal  ;  and  to  prevent  their  mistak- 
ing in  an  Operation  which  they  had  never  ken 
practiced,  I  drew,  vv'ith  a  Coal^  a  black  Stroke^ 
to  Ihew  tlie  part  of  the  Foot  to  which  the  R.'?d-hoC 
Iron  wa'i  to  beapph^-d.     My  Adiibnts  the,!  putiin^. 
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it  vigoroufly  to  his  Feet,  held  it,  till  fuch  Time  as 
the  Iron,  piercing  thro'  the  moiil  Skin  which,  in 
Athefe  People,  is  vaftly  hard  and  callous,  touched  the 
Patient  to  the  Quick,  and  confequently  was  felt  by 
him.  The  Iron  was  applied  in  the  fame  Manner, 
and  with  the  like  Succefs,  to  his  other  Foot.  If 
the  Patient  is  burnt,  without  difcovering  any  Symp- 
toms of  his  feeling  it,  'tis  a  Sign  there  are  little  or 
no  Hopes  of  curing  him. 

The  Operation  being  thus  performed,  I  ordered 
fome  pulverized  Salt  to  be  brought ;  in  defed  of 
\  which,  hot  Aflies  may  be  ufed  •,  when  fprinkling 
/Kthem  over  the  Furrow  made  by  the  Iron,  I  caufcd 
them  to  beat,  for  fome  time,  thefe  two  Places  with 
the  Sole  of  his  Shoe.  The  By-ftanders  could  not 
conceive,  that  there  was  any  Virtue  in  this  Remedy ; 
but  how  great  was  their  furprize,  when,  in  Icfs  than 
half  a  quarter  of  an  Hour,  they  faw  the  Patient 
recover  himfelf  perfectly,  and  be  quite  free  from 
thofe  Convulfions,  and  other  deadly  Syii^ptoms 
which  were  vifible  before.  He  only  Ibemed  prodi- 
gioufly  heavy,  and  his  Thirft  was  violent.  I  then 
ordered  fome  Water  to  be  boiled,  with  a  little  Pep- 
per and  Onion  thrown  into  it ;  and  made  him  drink 
fome  of  this  Liquor.  Then,  after  reconciling  him 
to  the  Church,  he  having  confciTed  himfelf  but  a 
lew  Days  before,  I  left  him  very  eafy,  and  fet  out 
towards  u'iour.  He  was  fo  well  recovered,  as  to  be 
able  to  come  to  me  thither  next  Day,  and  to  re- 
turn God  Thanks  for  l.is  Cure. 

You  polTibly  may  be  pleafed  to  be  informed  of 
another  Way  of  curing  this  Diftemper,  which  in- 
deed I  myfeif  never  experienced,  but  learnt  it  from 
Signior  JVkfictich}^  a  Venetian^  an  able  Phylician, 
who  gained  valt  Reputation  at  the  Great  Mcgulh 
Court,  where  he  has  refided  forty  Years.  He  af- 
fured  me  that  his  Remedy  was  infallible  againfl  eve- 
ry Kind  of  CliOlic,  and  is  as  follows-    Take  an  Iron 
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Ring,  about  an  Inch  and  half  in  Diameter,    and 
thick  in  Proportion.     Then  heating  it  Red-hot  in 
the  Fire,  extend  the  Patient  on  his  Back,  and  apr*^  . 
ply  the  Ring  to  his  Navel,    in  fuch  a  manner,  that. 
the^Navel  may  be  the  as  Center  tothe  Ring.  A<^  fooii 
as  the  Patient  feels  the  Heat  (which  mud  neccfTarily 
be  in  an  Inllant)  take  away  the  Ring  as  quick  as 
poiTible,    when   fo  Hidden  a    Revolution    will  be 
wrought  in  his  Intellincs,    that  his  Pains  immedi-. 
ately  ccafe.     He  afiured  me,    that  he  had  always 
employed  this  Method  of  Cure  with  great  Succefs 
in  hdia.  ^ 

The  DiiTentions  which  the  evil  Spirit  endeavourcdw 
to  raife  in  the  Church  of  ^our,  having  been  iiifled 
in  its  Birth,  I  fet  out  from  thence  for  Elacoorichy.  In 
this  Journey,  the  firft  Settlement  I  came  to  in  this 
Country  is  Nandavanapaty^  where  formerly  was  a 
very  beautiful  Church,  and  a  flourifhing  Colony  of 
Chriftians.  The  Church  was  deftroyed  during  the 
War,  but  not  all  the  Chriftians  ;  I  meeting  there 
with  a  great  Number  vv'ho  had  built  a  little  Church, 
which  is  frequented  by  none  but  the  Parias^  who 
go  thither  to  pray.  They  intreated  me  to  rebuild 
their  Church,  but  the  fmall  Sum  I  poflefiTed  did 
not  enable  me  to  raife  Edifices  of  this  Kind  in  fo 
many  Places  at  the  fime  Time.  Several  Heathens 
joined  v/ith  the  Chriftians  in  accompanying  me  to  a 
confiderablc  Diftance  from  t^ie  Settlement. 

After  travelling  fome  Days  in  the  Foreils,  I  ar-  ' 
rived  at  the  Banks  of  the  Coloran,  which  I  crofTed 
with  no  great  Difricuky.  I  afterwards  travelled  by 
the  River  Side,  and  came  to  a  fmall  Wood,  whofe 
Trees  have  a  very  pleafing  Effed  upon  the  Eye. 
They  were  loaded  with  Flowers  of  a  yellowifti 
White  Hue,  and  about  the  Size  of  our  Orange- 
flowers.  They  told  me  that  the  Tafte  of  thefe 
Flowers  was  exquifite,  upon  which  I  gathered 
Ibine,  and  found  them  Sugary  j  but,  a  little  after, 
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I  was  feized  with  a  fwimming  in  my  Head  that 
lafted  fome  Time  •,  which,  I  am  alTiired,  happens  to 
all  who  are  not  iifed  to  eat  them.  Thefe  Flowers 
are  the  chief  Produce  of  the  Tree ;  and  the  Na- 
tives make  an  Oil  of  them,  which  is  excellent  in 
Ragouts. 

1  travelled  fo»-ward,  ftill  along  the  Banks  of  the 
Color  an  ^  and  arrived  about  Noon  at  Elacoorichy. 
The  Catechid  there  was  very  bufy  in  finifliing  the 
Church,  which,  like  mod  others,  is  only  a  large 
Hutt,  covered  with  Rufhes  -,  at  the  Extremity 
whereof  is  a  Separation  wherein  the  Millionary  re- 
fides. 

The  very  Evening  of  my  Arrival,  a  Meflengcr 
brought  Word  from  Coottoor  *,  that  Father  Ber^ 
iholdi  was  very  ill  there  of  a  violent  Defluxion 
which  was  fallen  on  his  Eyes  and  Ears,  occafioned 
by  the  Hardlhips  he  hadfuffered  during  a  Month's 
Imprifonment.  I  fet  out  inilantly  to  give  him  all 
the  AfTiftance  in  my  Power.  'Twas  a  very  beauti- 
ful Moon-light  Night  •,  but  we  were  obliged  to 
travel  continually  thro'  Woods;  and  my  Guides 
miflook  the  Way  fo  often,  that  I  did  not  reach 
Coottoor  before  Morning.  I  there  found  the  Father 
in  a  fad  Condition,  which  raifea  the  greateft  Pity 
in  me.  Bleeding  would  have  been  the  Ipeedieft  Re- 
medy, but  neither  the  Name,  nor  the  Ufe  of  the 
Lancer,  are  known  in  this  Country.  Their  Way 
ot  Bleeding  is  pretty  fingular.  They  never  em- 
ploy it  except  in  external  Maladies,  on  which  Oc- 
cafions  they  always  fcarify  the  difeafed  Part  with 
ihe  Point  of  a  Knife.  They  then  apply  a  Sort  of 
Copper  Cupping-glafs  i",  and  therewith  exhauft  the 
.^ir,  and  thus  draw  the  Blood  out  of  the  difeafed 


*  In  Fref?ch,  Couttour. 

■\-  Every  E)?glijh  Reader  will  pardon  the  Impropriety  cf  the 
Exorcff.i  n,  wiio  confiders  that  we  have  ethers  uf  this  Kind, 
which  pafs  currcnif,  as  a  Silver  Ink-horn,  i2\. 
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Part,  through  the  Apertures  made  by  the  Scarifi- 
cation. 

Our  Indians  arc  fo  very  ignorant,  that  they  are 
not  able  to  diftinguifh  between  an  Artery  and  a 
Vein.  Moll  of  them  don't  even  know  whether 
'tis  an  Artery  or  Nerve  that  beats ;  nor  what  forms 
the  Spring  and  Principle  of  this  Motion.  Ncver- 
thclcfs,  as  they  pretend  to  more  Skill  than  any  o- 
thcr  Nation,  they  had  adminiftred  feveral  Remedies 
to  the  MiiTionary  before  my  Arrival,  which  only 
made  him  worfe.  I  came  very  feafonably  to  his 
Aid.  Fleavcn  was  pleafed  to  give  a  BlcQing  to  my 
Endeavours,  ^o  that  the  Father,  in  three  Days  Time, 
was  quite  freed  from  all  his  Pains.  As  he  no 
longer  wanted  my  AfTiftance,  I  rcfolved  to  return 
to  Elacoorkhy^  where  my  Prefencc  v.'as  ncceiTIuy  \ 
I  knowing  that  the  Chnfiians  wliom  I  had  leiE 
there,  and  fuch  as  were  come  fince  my  Departure, 
v;ou!d  be  difpleafed  had  I  continued  longer  ab- 
fent. 

I  paflTed  thro'  feveral  Villages,,  of  which  thefe 
Foretis  are  full,  but  had  the  Grief  to  find  that  the 
Name  of  the  Lord  was  quite  unknown  in  them, 
for  want  of  Catcchids.  Why  is  our  Poverty  fo 
great,  as  not  to  enable  us  to  maintain  a  Number  fufii- 
cient  for  lo  large  an  Extent  of  Country  *  !     There 

arc 

•  Notwithllanding  tiiis  charitable  Exchmntlon  nf  our  Mif- 
fionary,  many  would  ccnlidcr  it  as  mere  liypocriry.  /iinan^ 
tiiefe  one  would  be  apt  to  rank  a  very  learned  Wnccr,  ti^e  l.iM 
Air.  la  Croze,  who,  in  his  Hiftoirc  du  Chriftlamfinc  dc:  Lidi:s, 
p.  55,  &/cg.  informs  us,  *  That  the  firll  Millionarieswho  taata- 
'  voured  to  inilrud  the  Chrijtians  of  Malabar  (wiio  were   con- 

*  verted  many  Ages  lincc)  were  the   Francifcan;,  one  of  wiiom, 

*  Brother  tlncent  by  Name,   had  accom;iaiiieJ,  into  India,  D  -a 

*  John  d'  Albuquerque,   the  firll   Biili'ip  of  Gv.7,  and  a  rn-i:^:/'- 

*  can.     Brotiier  Vincent  went  and  lettled    in  Crangar.or,  whcra 

*  he  built  Cliarches  in  the  European  Talte  ;    tiioio  Churches  ot 
'  the  Chrijtlans    of  Malabar  ditF.ring   but  liitle  vv\th    rcfpeil  t3 

*  the  exteiior  Form,  from  thole  of  the  iluiihenVA'z^^\i.     'l''^> 

U  4  I.Iil- 
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are  fourteen  in  my  Diilrid,  whereas  fifty  would  not 
be  fufficient. 

There 


MifHonary  being  denied  the  Advantage  of  the  ^e^ll^^r  Arm, 
by  reafon  of  the  great  Djilance  of  the  Portugucze  iVom  Cmtf 
gafior,  foon  perceived  that  his  Preaching  would  avail  liitio  ; 
and  therefore  he  applied  to  the  Viceroy  of  I/uJij,  whcm  lie 
intreated  to  build,  in  Crangajioi-f  a  College,  in  which  tlic 
Children  of  the  Indians  might  be  educated  in  the  Letters  and 
Rites  of  the  Romijh  Church  ;  in  order  that  they,  bting  after- 
wards ordained  Pricfts,  might  preach  to  their  Countrymen, 
and  prevail  with  them  to  pay  Obedience  to  the  Pope.  The 
Indians  did  not  refufe  to  give  up  their  Children  ;  but  when 
thefe  were  afterwards  ordained  Priefls,  they,  fo  fiir  from  per- 
mitting their  young  Countrymen  to  preach  among  them, 
would  not  even  fulK^r  them  to  come  into  their  Churches,  which 
yet  they  had  never  rcfufed  the  Portu^tieze  Piiefts.  In  this 
they  aded  agreeably  to  their  antient  Canons  ;  they  confider- 
ing  the  Portugueze  as  Foreigners,  and  their  Children  who  had 
been  ordained  according  to  the  R;:o  of  the  Latin  Church,  as 
Apoftates. 

•  The  Jefuits  finding  the  Attempr  made  by  the  Francifcan 
unfuccelsful  ;  and  thinking  this  to  he  a  'very  lucrative  MiJ/ion^ 
thought  of  another  Expedient  which  was  much  better  con- 
certed. They  obtained,  from  the  King  of  Portugal^  Penfi- 
ons  for  a  College,  which  they  built  within  a  League  of  Cran- 
ganor^  in  a  Place  called  FrJpicofa,  where  was  an  antient  Sf  c- 
ilement  of  the  C/-r/,.^'Av;;;of  this  Country.  There,  under  the 
Authority  of  the  Viceroy,  and  wit'i  Permiilion  of  the  King 
of  Cochin,  they  began  to  initrud  the  Children  of  the  ChriJ'tian 
Natives  in  the  Syriac  Lan^^uage.  The  Reafon  of  their  doing 
this  was,  becaufe  not  only  this  Language  was  very  much 
wanted  here,  but  the  Malabar  Chrijiians  were  perpetually  ob- 
jifting  to  them,  thai  they  Vv'ere  not  Latins^  like  the  Portu- 
gue:^.e  ;  but  Sjrians  and  Chaldeans,  as  their  Anceftors.  This 
College  w^b  of  fome  Ufe,  but  not  of  fuch  an  cxtenfive  Advan- 
tage as  had  been  hoped  for  at  firft  ;  for  the  Indians,  thus  edu- 
cated by  the  Jefuits,  and  admitted  to  Orders  by  them,  did 
not  dare  to  preach  againft  their  antient  Prelates :  And  the  Je- 
fuitf,  on  the  other  Hand,  had  often  the  Mortification  to  hear 

•  tJi'.jTu  f.ven  in  their  own  Coliege,    afTcrt  their  old  Opinions, 
and  mention  the  Patriarch  of  Babjlon  in  their  Liturgy. 

*  At  laft  the  'icrtugueze  Prelates,  the  T'riars,  and  the  Vice- 
roy, perceiving  the  Fruitlefsnefs  of  all  their  former  Endea- 
vours, refolved  to  do  a  iMafier-ftroke ;  which  was  to  feize  up- 
on their  Prelate,  and  fend  him  to  Romcy  in  order  that,  whillt 
the  Roman  PontifT  fliould  be  nuking  a  Convert  of  him,    the 

*'  Mala- 
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There  was  Icarce  ontCbriJiian  Cboolre*, or  honoura- 
ble Family,  in  Elacooricby^  nor  in  any  of  the  adjacent 

Settle- 

*  Malah.ir  C'n-iJ}'a*?t  might  be  the  bet:er  difpcfed  to  liften  to  the 

*  Irji'  MOi;  ons  they  fnc Id  give  them  during  his  Abfcnce'.  The 
Rc.u'f  of  this  AJair  was,  the  Prelate  in  queltion,  wiiofe  Name 
was  Mar  "Jofeph^  and  who  n'as  a  Xef'orian,  was  feized  by  Or- 
der cf  the  Portiijitcze  Viceroy,  and  of  the  Archbifhop  ofGoa,  at 
Cocoifi,  and  carried  to  Go<n,  whence  he  was  ordered  to  go  to 
Rome.  Being  arrived  in  Portugal,  he  infinuntcd  himielf  (o  far 
into  the  good  Graces  of  the  Court  there,  that  he  was  diipcnfed 
with  going  to  the  Ro?f:an  Pontiff,  and  icnt  back  iionouraiily  to 
Jtiifia.  During  his  Abfence,  the  Malalar  C/.viftians  had  re- 
ceived another  Bifiiop,  called  Mar  Abraha}):^  from  their  ••:'rr' 
arch,  which  occafioned  a  Sort  of  Schifm  upon  tne  R«  :;!-•;  ,:,'{ 
Mar  Jofeph,  who  ftill  continuing  to  preach  fuch  Tenets  .u  v,c::5 
not  of  Advantage  to  the  Church  of  Romey  he  was  feizod  .  y 
Order  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Go.?,  and  fent  to  Rome,  where  '  is 
thought  lie  fell  a  VitTtim  to  the  SuperHition  of  the  Poriu^uezcf 
and  to  the  Pope's  Cruelty. 

What  ilrange  Cbtlftlanity  is  all  this,    and  how  little  does  it 
fuit  with  the  Exclamation  of  our  Jclliir,  Father  Marth,  in  the 
prefent  Letter !   I  fhall  obfervc,  that  Mr.  la  Croze,  from  whofe 
Work  the  Particulars  above  are  extraded,  was  born  at  NaMtes, 
in  France,  and  was  a  Benedialn^  at  the  Abbey  of  St,  Gcrinuins 
in  Paris.     When  about  thiity-fix,  he  entertained  foiiic  Scruples 
Concerning  P^eligion,  for  which  Reafon  he  left  his  native  Coun- 
try, and  retired  to  Bajlly  and  afterwards  to  Berlin,  he  having  re- 
nounced  the  Errors   of  the   Church  of  Ro?nc.     Here    he  lived 
fome  Time  very- privately,  and  in  narrow  Circumltances,  during 
which  he  purfued  his  Studies  exceedingly  clofc.     But  afterwards 
his  vail  Learning  being  very  much  talked  of,  his  Acquaintance 
was  earnellly  fought  for  by  Peribns  of  the  ^-reatelt  f3iftint\ion, 
but  with  little  or  no  Addition  to  his  Fi^rtune,    of  which   he 
feemcd  utterly  negligent.    At  lall:  iiis  Fame  fpread  fo  much,  that 
he  was  fent  for  to  Court,    to  teach   fome  or  the  Princes  and 
PrincelTes  Royal  of  PruJJla,  and  was  appointed  Librarian  and 
Antiquary  to  the  Ia;e  King  of  PruJ/la.    I'he  higheil  Regard  was 
(liewn  him  by  all  Ranks  of  Perfcns ;     and  he  died  in  1739,  J" 
his  ySth  Ye.ir,at  Berlin,  where  he  had  always  been  in  the  lii^hcil 
Elltem  for  his  moll  extenfive  Learning,  his  Probity  and  Huma- 
nity.    I  am  obliged  for  thefe  Particulars  to  the  learned  and  very 
communicative  IV'fr.  de  Mijfy,  one  of  the  French  Preachers  at  the 
French  Sanjoy  in  London. 

As  Mr.  la  Croze  was  a  Profelyte  from   the  Church  of  Ro?r.e, 
a.^id  had  been  a  Benedinin,  who  are  known  not  to  be  Fiiends  to 
;*  Sounded  obootre,  in  Englij^. 

the 
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Settlements,  which  confifted  almoft  wholly  of  Pa* 
rias.  However,  their  Souls  are  not  lefs  dear  to 
Chrifl:  on  that  Account ;  but  becaufe  that,  in  the 
worldly-minded  Eye  of  thefe  Idolaters,  the  Parias 
arc  a  groveling  and  moffc  contemptible  Sett  of  Peo- 
ple ;  the  great  Number  of  Chrijlians  who  are  found 
of  this  Cafte,  fo  far  from  inducing  the  reft  to  em- 
brace our  holy  Roligion,  is  perhaps  the  greatefl 
Obftacle  to  the  Converfion  of  thofe  of  diftinguilhed 
Caftes.  The  Style  in  which  they  commonly  ad- 
drefs  the  new  Converts  is,  that  they  are  become 
Parias  ;  and  have  thereby  forfeited  the  honourable 
Rank  they  before  held  in  their  Cafte.  No  Circum- 
ilance  contributes  more  to  defeat  our  Endeavours, 
with  regard  to  the  higher  Caftes,  than  the  Ideas  of 
Parianifm  annexed  by  them  to  our  holy  Religion. 

The  Harveft  was  abundant  in  another  Settle- 
ment, about  a  League  Weftward  from  Elacoorkhy. 

The  Nababe  *  of  Carnata,  which  had  been  con- 
quered by  the  great  Mipj^j-^/,  refolved  to  extort,  by 
violent  Methods,  the  Tribute  which  the  Chiliane^ 
kan  refufed  to  pay.  Immediately  a  Rumour  pre- 
vailed, that  the  Mogtd\  Forces  were  already  entered 
jnto  the  Territories  of  the  Prince  of  Arieloor^  Bro- 
ther to  the  Prince  of  Elacoorkhy.  Our  Chrijlians 
were  feized  wich  a  Panic,  and  difperfed  in  an  In- 
ftant :  However,  the  Catechifts  had  the  Prudence 
to  conceal  this  News  from  the  Catechumens  whom 
I  was  baptizing.  The  Ceremony  being  ended,  I 
went  out  of  the  Church,  and  was  very  much  fur- 
prized  to  find  myfelf  fo  greatly  deferted  ;  when 
afking  the  few  Chriftians  who  were  ftill  about  me, 
the  Caufc  of  it,  they  anfwcrcd  no  otherwife  than 
by  intreating  me  to  make  my  Efcape  as  foon  as 

the  Jcfuits,  fomc  may  imagine  that  this  might  (harpen  his  P'-n  :• 
gainll;  them,  or  at  Itall  byals  his  Judgment  in  Ibme  Parts  or'  his 
excellent  Hillory  of  the  Chrillianity  of  India,  Since  the  wri- 
ting of  this  Note,  the  Life  of  Mr.  hi  Cnzr,  written  by  the  in-* 
genious  Mr.  Jordan,  of  ucrlin,  Ijas  been  pubhfhM  in  Amjlerdam, 
*  The  General,  and  Governor  '^t'i  a  i'iovuicc. 

3  poffible. 
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poflfible.  Some  even,  without  faying  a  Word  to 
me,  vverc  taking  down  the  Church-ornaments,  and 
carrying  them  to  the  moft  foHtary  Part  of  the  Fo- 
reft.  Thofc  who  had  been  baptized  jufl  before,  had 
not  Time  to  importune  me,  as  is  the  ufual  Cullom, 
for  Medals  and  Beads  •,  all  fiying  from  the  Settle- 
ment with  the  utmoft  Speed. 

I  myfclf  thought  this  to  be  only  a  Panic,  with 
which  our  Indians  are  but  too  apt,  and  that  upon 
very  inconfiderable  Occafions,  to  be  feized.  Howe- 
ver, I  defired  four  or  five  of  them  who  feemed  to 
difcover  the  lead  Dread,  to  go  Weftward,  whence 
the  Alarm  came,  and  fee  if  they  could  find  out  the 
Reafon  of  it.  They  fet  out  inftantly;  but  one 
would  have  concluded,  from  their  Countenances, 
and  their  Manner  of  going,  that  they  muft  inevita- 
bly be  furrounded  by  the  Lances  and  ■  Scimiters  of 
the  Moors^  every  Step  they  took.  They  entered 
feveral  Villages,  which,  as  they  imagined,  were 
burnt  down,  and  yet  the  Inhabitants  were  calm  and 
unmoved.  Then,  upon  their  enquiring  about  the 
Enemy,  it  vvas  alked  what  Enemy  they  meant.  Be- 
ing afterwards  recovered  from  their  Fright,  they 
did  not  think  proper  to  advance  farther,  but  re-^ 
turned  back,  quite  afliamed  of  their  Terror.  The 
very  next  Day  I  lent  to  inform  all  thofe  Chrijiians 
who  had  fled  crofs  the  Coloran^  that  there  was  no 
manner  of  Danger,  upon  which  they  all  flocked  to 
my  Church. 

I  was  ftill  in  Elacoorichy^  about  the  Middle  of 
Ma}\  the  Seafon  when  the  Winds  begin  to  blow 
exceedingly  hard.  They  then  are  violent,  and  raifc 
fuch  thick  Clouds  of  Dull,  as  darken  the  Sun  •,  and 
fomecimes  hide  it  from  us  four  or  five  D.iys.  This 
Dufi:  makes  its  Way  into  every  Thing-,  gets  into 
the  Throat  -,  and  brings  fuch  violent  Djliuclions 
upon  the  Eyes,  as  often  blind  People.  At  this 
lime  'tis  fcarcc  poITibJe  for  any  one  to  go  Weft- 
ward, 
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ward,  whence  the  Storm  comes.  Tho'  the  Indians 
can  rcTilT:  it  better  than  the  EtirGpeanSy  they  yet  fuf- 
fer  greatly  ;  and  'tis  a  jull  Excufc  for  many  to  ab- 
lent  thcmfclves  from  Church. 

Thefc  high  Windr,  are  the  Fore-runners  of  the  a- 
bundant  Rains  wliich  fall  on  the  Wellern  Coaft  of 
India^  and  on  the  Mountains  of  Malabar  ;  and 
they  give  Rife  to  the  Coloran^  which  flows  through- 
out the  Kingdoms  of  MaiJJoor^  Madura^  '^fanjaoiir^ 
and  Choren-Mandalam^  and  gives  them  Fertility. 
The  Indians  exped  thefe  Rains  as  impatiently,  as 
the  E^ptians  did  the  Inundation  of  the  Nile. 

'Twas  thought  the  River  would  rife,  that  Year, 
before  the  ordinary  Seafon,  bccaufe  the  Winds  had 
begun  to  blow  nuch  earlier  than  the  preceding 
Years.  My  Defign  was  to  let  out  from  Elacoori^ 
chy^  the  Inftant  the  Waters  fl:)ould  appear  in  the 
River,  in  order  to  travel  Southward,  into  a  Pro- 
vince where  neither  Miffionary  nor  Catechift  were 
ever  feen.  But  'twas  to  no  Purpofe  the  Winds  blew, 
the  River  continuing  flill  dry,  fo  that  the  In- 
habitants dreaded  a  general  Famine  *. 

Neverthelefs,  the  Ra:ns  had  fallen  in  the  ufual 
Seafon ;  and  the  Waters  which  rufh  from  the 
Mountains  would  have  entered  the  Coloran  fooner 
than  ordinary,  had  not  the  King  of  Maifbor  (lopt 
their  Courfe,  by  a  prodigious  Mole  he  raifed,  and 
which  extended  the  whole  Breadth  of  the  Canal. 
His  Defign  was,  to  turn  off  the  Waters  by  the 
Bank,  in  order  that  thefc,  flowing  into  the  Canals 
dug  by  him,  inight  refrefli  his  Dominions.  But 
whiJO:  he  thus  relblved  to  make  his  own  Lands 
fruiifLil,  and  thereby  incrcafe  his  Revenues,  he  was 
roing  to  ruin  the  two  neighbouring  Kingdoms, 
thofe  of  Madura  and  Tanjaour.  The  Waters  wou'd 
not  have  begun  to  rife  there  before  the  End  of  Ju- 
ly^ and  the  Canal  would  have  been  dry  by  the  Mid- 
dle of  SePtanber.  The 
*  See  wliat  is  related  concerning  the  Sources  of  the  Ai/V^ 
VlI.  I.  pag.  34-  ^J'1' 
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The  two  Princes,  zealous  for  the  Welfare  of  their 
refpci^tive  Kingdoms,  were  exafperated  at  this  At- 
tempt ;  upon  which  they  united  againfb  t'-e  com- 
mon Enemy,  in  order  to  oblige  him,  by  Force  ot 
Arms,  to  dcftroy  a  iVIoIe  which  did  them  fuch  vaH: 
Prejudice.  They  were  making  great  Preparatio.  . 
for  this  Purpofe,  when  the  River  Ccloran  revenged 
(as  was  the  Phrafc  here)  the  Affront  which  had  been 
put  upon  its  Waters,  by  captivating  them  in  the 
Manner  the  Prince  in  queftion  had  done.  During 
the  Time  that  the  Rains  defcended  but  moderately 
on  the  Mountains,  the  Mole  flood,  and  the  Wa- 
ters flowed  gently  into  the  Canals  dug  for  that 
Purpofe  ;  but  the  Inftant  they  fell  abundantly,  the 
River  fwelled  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  it  broke  the 
Mole,  and  dragged  it  impetuoufly  along.  In  this 
Manner  the  Prince  of  Maijfoor^  after  putting  him- 
felf  to  a  great  Expence,  was  fruftrated,  in  an  In- 
ftant, of  the  immenfe  Riches  which  he  had  hoped 
to  gain. 

•Twas  not  long  before  the  Channel  was  full, 
which  gave  the  Inhabitants  the  greater  Joy,  as  they 
expedled  an  abfolute  Famine.  The  Indians  croud- 
ed  in  Extafy  to  the  River,  to  bathe  themfelves 
therein  ;  they  being  fo  ridiculous,  as  to  believe  that 
thefe  firft  Waters  purge  from  all  Crimes,  in  like 
Manner  as  they  cleanfe  the  Channel  from  Filth  of 
every  Kind. 

The  Coloran  being  ftill  fordable,  I  crofied  it 
with  all  the  Diligence  polTiblc,  to  get  to  Coonam- 
faty  \  and  there  wait  for  a  favourable  Opportunity 
of  travelling  to  Tmijaoiir,  The  Chriftian  Faith  is 
cruelly  perfccuted  in  this  Kingdom,  the  Particulars 
of  which  you  fiiall  hear  in  my  next. 

/  am^  &Cr 

Martin". 

IV.  /?.  T]  f!  next  Letter,  from  Father  d'  Entrccolla,  to  Mar- 
cuis  (f^  B'-oiKa,  concerning  the  Death  of  lather  Chu la  dt 
Mroffici^  liii  B.utiier,'  1%  oiniucJ. 
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Father    de    Ciiavagnac,    to   Father   le 

GoJilEN. 


I' ) 


*  FootcheoofoOf  Febr.  lo,   1703, 

Reverend  Father ^ 
»r|-^  WAS  on  the  firfl  of  March  Jaft,   that  I  feC 

J^  out  from  Namhamfou^  to  go  and  join  Father* 
Fotuquet,  who  was  in  the  City  whence  I  do  myfelf  the 
Honour  to  write.  CL'fm,  in  general,  is  far  from 
anfwcring  the  Idea  which  I  h.ad  formed  to  myfelf 
of  it  -,  I  having  fecn  only  Part  of  the  Province  of 
Canton^  at  the  Time  I  gave  you  fo  fplendid  a  De- 
fcription  of  that  Empire.  When  I  had  travelled 
four  Days  Journey  up  the  Country,  I  law  nothing 
but  deep  Mountains  and  frightful  Defarts,  infefted 
with  numberlefs  Tygers  and  other  cruel  Beads.  But 
tho*  this  Part  of  China  is  very  different  from  molt 
other  Provinces,  we  yet  meet  here  with  fome  hand- 
fome  Cities  or  Towns,  and  a  confiderable  Number 
of  Villages. 

From  ISanhiung^  the  lafl:  City  of  rhe  Province 
of  Cmlon^  we  went  by  Land  to  Na^gafty  the  firfi 
City  in  the  Province  of  Kiamji.  *l'is  as  large  as 
Orleans^  very  handfomely  built,  and  very  populous. 
From  Nangan  to  Canchefou  the  Way  is  all  thro* 
Defarts.  Ca?tcbcu  is  about  the  Dimenfions  of  Roan, 
*Tis  a  Place  of"  great  Trade,  and  abounds  with 
Chriftians. 

From  Cancheti  to  Nanchang  the  Country  is  exceed- 
ingly beautiful,  fruitful,  and  populous.  One  of 
our  VefTels  or  Barks  had  like  to  have  been  lofl, 
within  a  Day's  Journey  of  that  City,  in  a  vaftly  ra- 
pid Current,  about  twenty  Leagues  long.  What 
makes  this  Place  ftill  more  dangerous  was,  our  be- 

*  In  French y  Foutchccu-fou, 
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ing  obliged  to  pafs  thro*  a  Multitude  ot  Roi  s, 
which  rile  to  the  very  Surface  of  the  Water  ;  '  JC 
the  Inftant  we  got  clear  of  this  Current,  we  en  - 
cd  a  fine  River,  fix  Times  the  Breadth  of  the  Seine 
oppofite  to  Roan  ;  *tis  fo  crouded  with  Ships,  that 
above  fifty  Veflcis  for  carrying  Goods  arc  always 
feen  under  fail. 

You  are  not  to  wonder  at  this  great  Number  of 
Ships.  The  Chineze  indeed  traffic  very  little  except 
in  their  own  Country  \  but  then,  the  Trade  they 
carry  on,  even  within  the  Heart  of  the  Empire,  is 
fo  very  great  *,  that  the  Commerce  ot  Europe  is 
not  to  be  compared  to  it.  The  Empire  of  China 
is  of  a  very  large  Extent,  and  the  Provinces  are  like 
fo  many  Kingdoms.  One  furnifhes  Rice,  another 
Linnen  •,  in  fhort,  every  one  has  its  peculiar  Com- 
modities, which  are  produced  no  where  elfe.  All 
thefe  are  conveyed,  not  by  Land  but  by  Water, 
on  Account  of  their  Rivers,  which  are  much  larg- 
er and  more  numerous,  in  Proportion,  than  thofe 
of  Europe, 

A  Circumftance  which  filled  me  with  Ccnfola* 
tion  was  to  lee,  in  all  the  Towns  thro'  which  I 
paiTed,  a  great  Number  of  Churches  raifed  to  tha 
true  God,  and  frequented  by  Chrijiimis  who  ap- 
peared extremely  fervent.  Our  Religion  flouriflies 
daily  more  and  more  here;  whence  one  would  con- 

*  Seeing  (when  at  Paris)  the  Keys  of  the  River  Seine 
there,  crouded  with  Hogfheads  of  Wine  ;  the  River  covered  wicli 
YefTels  carrying  Wcod  lor  Firing,  or.  I  coniidered  the  King- 
dom of  France  in  much  the  fame  Light  (in  Miniature)  as  this 
Father  does  CJ/wa  i  and  the  French  as  a  Nnion  who  are  able  tci 
fubfill  folely  by  the  Trace  carried  on  among  rhemffivcs  ;  One 
Prf  ince  oK  Frame  pro-Jucing  Crn,  another  Wine  and  Oil,  a 
thiid  Silk,  ijc.  At  the  fanie  Time  I  was  net  infenfible  of  the 
great  Advantage  which  France  reaps  from  Commerce  ;  but  as 
Paris  is  an  inland  City,  a  Stranger  may  natiiriiliy  view  with 
V/onder  the  Abundance  (merc-ly  of  the  Produce  of  France) 
brought  to,  and  confamed  in  tliat  g^eat  .Metrcpulis.  llowever, 
thisSpedacIe  is  norhi!^;^,  in  Cjmparifon  of  that  formed  by  the 
MuUitudc  of  Ships,   o:   ii:  Nati'jos  \)'v.\^,\}i:h;\'  Lond^^i-hrid^e. 
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elude,  that  the  Seafon  for  the  Converfion  of  this 
va(l  Empire  is  at  Jail  come  ;  lo  that,  if  the  pious 
Pcrfons  in  Europe^  who  are  zealous  tor  the  Propa- 
g:;tion  of  the  Gofpcl,  do  but  indulge  us  a  little 
Aid,  we  may  juftly  cnterLiin  the  moil  plcafing 
Hopes  with  regard  to  a  Nation,  who  now  begin  to 
approve  of  our  holy  Maxims,  and  to  beaffedled  with 
the  many  virtuous  Examples  they  meet  with  among 
the  new  Converts. 

It  muft  be  confefll'd,  that  fuch  MifTionarics  as  la- 
bour at  the  Converfion  of  the  Cbineze,  meet  with 
Obftacles  which  cannot  be  overcome  but  with  vafl: 
Difficulty.  The  Contempt  in  which  they  (not  ex- 
cepting even  the  Vulgar)  have  of  all  other  Nations, 
is  one  of  the  greatefl-.  Madly  prejudiced  in  Fa- 
vour of  their  native  Country,  their  own  Manners, 
Cuftoms,  and  Maxims,  they  cannot  fancy  that  any 
Thing  out  of  China  defervcs  the  lead  Regard. 
After  we  have  (hewn  them  their  Folly  in  worfliip- 
ping  Idols,  and  prevailed  fo  far  as  to  make  them 
confefs,  tiiat  all  Things  in  the  Chrijlian  Religion  are 
auguft,  holy,  and  well-grounded  ;  one  would  con- 
clude that  they  were  coming  over  to  us ;  but  fo  far 
from  this,  they  only  anfwer  coldly,  "  Your  Reli- 
*'  gion  is  not  found  in  our  Books ;  'tis  a  foreign  Re- 
*'  ligion.  Can  any  good  Thing  be  produced  ex- 
*'  ccpt  in  China  \  or  any  Trudi  with  which  our 
*'  learned  Men  are  not  acquainted  ?  '* 

They  ofcen  enquire,  whether  there  are  any 
Towns,  Villages,  and  Houfes  in  Europe.  I  one 
Day  had  the  Pleafure  to  iee  the  Surprize  and  Con- 
fufion  which  ibme  of  thcfe  People  were  in,  at  their 
furveying  an  univcrhl  Map.  Nine  or  ten  Literati, 
who  had  defired  me  to  fnevv  it  them,  fought  for 
China  a  long  I'imc  in  it  -,  and,  at  lail,  miilook  fop 
their  native  Country,  one  of  th.e  Ilemifpheres  in 
which  Europe^  Afia  and  Africa^  are  contained  ;  and 
thought  America  too  extcnfive  for  the  roll,  of  our 

I  Earth. 
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Firth.  I  let  them  go  on  in  their  Error  for  fome 
Time,  'rill,  at  lalt,  one  of  them  defired  me  to  ex- 
plain to  him  the  fcveral  Letters  and  Names  en- 
graved in  the  Map.  There  (fays  I)  are  Europe^ 
Afta^  and  Africa.  In  Afta  here  is  Perfui^  India^ 
and  Canary,  But  where  is  China  ?  (cried  all  of 
them.)  *Tis  in  that  Nook  (replies  I-,)  and  thcfeare 
its  Limits.  Words  could  never  exprefs  the  Afto- 
nlHimcnt  they  (hewed  •,  they  gazing  one  upon  ano- 
ther, and  faying,  in  the  Chineze  Language,  CiaO" 
te  kin,  that  is,  "  *Tis  very  fmali'*. 

Tho'  the  Chineze  have  not  carried  the  Arts  and 
Sciences  near  to  the  Perfedion  to  which  they  are 
raifed  in  Eutope,  they  yet  refufe  to  imitate  the 
Works  of  the  Europeans,  The  Emperor  was  even 
forced  to  employ  his  Authority,  before  the  Chineze 
Architeds  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  build  our 
Church,  fituated  within  his  Palace,  after  an  Euro- 
pean Model  ;  and  was  obliged  to  appoint  a  Manda- 
rin, to  fee  that  his  Orders  were  duly  executed. 

The  Conftrudlion  of  their  Ships  is  bad  enough, 
and  they  admire  our  Manner  of  Building  ;  but  whea 
they  are  advifed  to  imitate  it,  they  are  quite  furpri- 
zed  even  to  hear  fuch  a  Thing  propofed.  We  love 
(reply  they)  the  Way  of  Building  uled  in  China  : 
And  when  we  tell  them  'tis  a  verv  bad  one  ;  that's 
nothing  (fay  they  :)  As  *tis  ufed  in  our  Empire, 
'tis  enough :  To  vary  from  it  would  be  a  Crime. 

As  to  the  Language  of  the  Country,  I  can  af- 
fure  you  no  Perfon,  except  one  who  was  heartily 
concerned  for  the  Advancement  of  Religion, 
would  take  the  Pains  to  learn  it.  I  myfelf  have 
employed  eight  Hours  daily  for  thefe  five  Months, 
in  copying  Didionaries.  I  now  am  qualified  to 
Jearn  to  read,  and  have  been  vifited  for  this  Fort- 
night, by  a  Chineze,  a  Man  of  Letters,  With  him 
I  Ipend  three  Hours  every  Morning,  and  the  like 
Number  in  the  Evening,  in  conning  over  Chineze 
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Charaflers,  and  fpelling  them  like  a  Child.  The 
Alphabet  of  this  Language  confifts  of  about  forty 
five  thoufand  Letters ;  I  mean,  of  fuch  Letters  as 
are  commonly  iifed,  there  being  in  all  fixty  thou- 
fand *.  I  don't  yet  know  enough,  to  unable  me 
to  preach,  catechife,  and  hear  Confefllons. 

'Tis 


■*  As  Father  du  Ha/de  feems  to  give,  in  his  copious  Work  of 
China^t  the  beft  Account  I  have  met  with  concerning  the  Chineze 
Language,  I  fhall  here  extraft  from  it  fuch  Particulars,  as  ap- 
pealed to  me  moft  worthy  of  Notice.  The  Chineze  Language 
(fays  this  Father)  bears  no  Affinity  with  any  Languages,  dead  or 
living,  with  which  we  are  acquainted.  All  other  Languages 
have  an  Alphabet  compofed  of  a  certain  Number  of  Letters,  by 
the  various  Combinations  cf  which  Syllables  and  Words  are 
formed  :  Whereas  there  is  no  Alphabet  of  the  Chineze  Language; 
but  there  are  as  many  different  Charafters  and  Figures  at 
Words. 

The  only  Refemblance  it  bears  to  che  European  Languages  is, 
as  moft  of  the  Alphabets  (confiding  of  about  twenty  four 
Letters)  are  wholly  formed  of  fix  or  feven  different  Strokes ; 
in  like  Manner  all  the  Chineze  Charailers  are  formed  of  fix  dif- 
ferent Strokes  or  Lines....  Draughts  of  thefe  are  given  by  Father 
du  Ha  hie. 

Tlie  Chinese  have  two  Kinds  cf  Language  :  Firll,  the  Vul- 
gar, this  being  fpoke  by  the  common  People,  and  varying  ac- 
*;ording  to  the  different  Provinces ;  and  fecondly,  the  Mandarin' 
Language,  which  is,  in  Chinay  as  the  Latin  Tongue  in  Europe. 
The  A/«;7<r/(7>7V  Language  is  properly  that  which  was  formerly  fpoke 
at  Courr,  in  the  Province  of  Kiang-nan  {Nanking)  and  fpread, 
among  the  Polite,  into  the  reft  of  the  Provinces. 

As  It  confifts  of  not  above  three  hundred  and  thirt)   Words, 
till  which  are  Monofyllables  and  indeclinable,    it  confcquently 
muft  appear  very  barren  ;  and  yet  thefe  enable  Per  bns  to  exprels 
themfelves  on  ail  Subjefts,  becaufe  the  Senfe,  without  multiplying 
Words,  is  varied  almoft  to  infinitude,  by   the  diffvirent  Accents, 
Inflexions,  Tones,  Afpirations,  and  other  Changes  of  the  \'oice; 
whence  it  is,  that  Perfons  who  are  not  exceedingly  well  verfed 
i.i  tiis  Language,  often  miftake  one  Word  for  another.    Ot  this 
Father  du  Halde  gives  fome  Examples,  fuch  a?,  that  the  Word 
'Tduty  when  differently  founded,  fignifies  a  Lord^    or  Mafter,  a 
J  log,  a  Kitchiity  or  a  Column.     In  like  Manner  the  Syllible  Pc, 
ha.%  according  as  it  is  founded,  the  following  diff.'rent  Mean- 
ings, GlaJ's  I  tQ  boil,  to  ivinnotv  Rice  ;  'wife  ox  liberal  \  to  pre' 
pcirr  ;  an  old  Woman  ;  to  Ifreak  or  cleave  ',  inclined  ;    a  fjery  lit- 
r'r ;    io  ^ivrwr ;    a  Shd'e  or  Captive ;    Thus  tLis  Language, 
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*Tis  ftill  more  difficult  to  convert  their  great  Men, 
and  particularly  their  Mandarins.     As  molt  of  them 

live 

which  appears  ft  poor,  is  rendered  very  copious  and  expreflive. 
Likewife  the  fanje  Word  joined  to  others,  fignifies  a  vaft  \'ariety 
of  Things :  For  Inftance,  Mou  or  Moo^  when  fingle,  fignifies  a 
^reey  or  iVood  j  but  when  compounded,  it  has  many  more  Sig- 
nifications ;  Moo  Jiangs  fignifying  a  Chell  of  Drawers  ;  Moo  nu, 
a  Kind  of  fmall  Orange,  &c.  In  this  Manner  the  Chinezct  by 
variouHy  combining  their  Monofyllables,  can  form  regular 
Difcourfes ;  and  exprefs  themfelves  with  great  Clearnefs  and  E> 
legance,  almoft  in  the  fame  Manner  as  the  Europeans  compofe 
all  their  Words  by  the  different  Combinations  of  about  24  Let- 
ters. The  Chineze  don't  fing  in  Speaking,  as  fome  Authors  re- 
late i  they  pronouncing  the  different  Tones  with  fo  much  Deli- 
cacy and  Eafe,  that  Foreigners  are  fcarce  able  to  difcover  the 
Difference. 

The  Art  ot  joining  thefe  Monofyllables  is  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult, particularly  in  writing,  and  requires  much  Application. 
As  the  Chineze  exprefs  their  Thoughts  by  Figures,  and  ne- 
ver employ  Accents  in  Writing,  to  vary  the  Pronunciation,  they 
are  forced  to  ufe  as  many  different  Charatf^ers  or  Figures  as  there 
are  various  Tones,  which  give  fo  many  different  Meanings  to 
the  fame  Word. 

Farther,  fome  Charadlers  fignify  two  or  three  WorJs,  and 
fometimes  a  whole  Period  j  for  Inllance,  to  write  thefe  Words^ 
Good  morroiJOy  Sir,  three  fingle  Charaders  muH  not  be  employ* 
ed,  but  one  which  exprcffes  Monofyllables,  is  fufHcient  to  write 
fo  as  to  be  underllbod,  but  the  three  Words.  This  Method  of  join- 
ing then  'tis  trifling,  and  ufed  only  by  the  Vulgar.  Thofe  who 
endeavour  to  fhine  in  their  Compofitions,  employ  a  Style  quite  difj 
ferent  from  that  which  is  fpoke,  tho'  the  WoiJs  are  the  fame. 
In  Writing,  purer  Words,  loftier  Expreffions,  and  certain  Meta* 
piiors  mult  be  employed.  The  Charafters  of  Cochin-China,  of 
'Tr,nquin,  and  Japan  are  the  fame  as  the  Chifiezd  tho'  the 
Language  is  very  different ;  fo  that  the  Books  of  thefe  feveral 
Nations  are  in  common. 

7'he  Learned  mull  not  only  know  the  Charaflers  ufed  in  the 
rOTimon  Occurrences  of  Life,  but  likewife  be  acquainted 
with  their  different  Combinations ;  and  the  vatioUs  Difpofi- 
tions,  which,  of  feveral  fimple  Strokes,  form  the  compound 
Ci'.aradlers  :  And  as  there  are  fourfcore  thouiand  Chineze  Cha- 
raiSteis,  that  Man  is  moil  learned  who  is  acquainted  with  the 
greatell  Number,  and  can  read  and  undcrlbnd  the  largeft 
Number  of  Books.  This  ftiovvs  how  cxcfedingiy  difficult  it 
niuft  be  to  attain  the  Language  in  quefi.un.  However,  a  Per- 
fon  who  underftands  ic,?oa  Charadvr?,  i-  ai)Ie  to  cJcprefs  him- 
fclf  in  this   Larg.iage,    and  underilawd  a  M^l:/..»Jv   of  Books 


.i-tii'iii: 


4'^'l'5if: 


308      TK  AV  Eh  S  of  the  Jesuits. 

live  by  Injuftice  and  Rapine,  and  are  allowed  to 
marry  as  many  Wives  as  they  can  maintain,  thefe 

prove 

Moft  of  the  Literati  don*t  underfland  above  15,000  or  20,000  ; 
and  but  few  Doftprs  are  Mailers  of  40,000. 

All  their  Charaifters  are  colleiled  in  their  great  Vocabulary, 
called  Hae-peen.  The  Chineze  Language  has  its  radical  Chara- 
fters,  like  the  Hehreiv,  which  fhew  the  Origin  of  Words  :  For 
Inftance,  under  the  Charafters  of  Trees,  Mountains,  of  Man, 
of  the  Earth,  of  a  Horfe,  ^c*  mull  be  fought  whatever  be- 
longs to  Trees,  Mountains,  Man,  the  Earth,  and  a  Horfe ;  be* 
fides  which,  the  Learner  muil  know  how  to  diHinguifli,  in  every 
Word,  the  Strokes  or  Figures  placed  above,  beneath,  on  the 
Sides,  or  in  the  Body  of  the  radical  Figure. 

There  alfo  is  a  fhorter  Vocabulary,  containing  only  80O0  or 
10,000  Charaflers,  which  is  employed  for  reading,  writing, 
or  compofing  Books.  When  Words  wanted  are  not  found 
here,  Recour^  is  had  to  the  great  Diftionary.  The  Mifliona- 
lies  have  drawn  up  a  Book  for  their  own  Ufe,  and  that  of  their 
Converts,  ^c. 

The  Chineze^  in  the  Beginning  of  their  Monarchy,  commu- 
nicated their  Ideas,  by  drawing  upon  Paper  the  natural  Images 
of  the  Things  they  wanted  to  exprefs ;  for  Inilance,  to  exprefs 
Birds,  Mountains,  a  Forell,  or  Rivers;  they  drew  waving 
Lines  expreiTing  Birds,  Mountains,  Trees,  or  Rivers.  But  this 
Method  being  very  imperfefl ;  not  to  mention  that  a  numberlefs 
Multitude  of  Objefts  could  not  be  repiefented  by  Drawing,  fuch 
as  the  Soul,  the  Thoughts,  the  Pafllons,  the  Virtues,  Vices, 
Beauty,  the  A£lions  of  Men  and  Animals,  and  many  others 
which  have  neitlier  Shape  nor  Body  ;  they  therefore  altered,  infen- 
fibly,  their  antient  Manner  of  writing  ;  compofed  Charadlers  of 
a  more  fimple  Nature  ;  and  invented  others  to  exprefs  fuch 
Things  as  are  the  Objefts  of  our  Senfes. 

Neverthelefs,  thefe  more  modern  Characters  are  truly  hiero- 
glyphical ;  firlt,  becaufe  they  confill  of  fimple  Letters,  which 
retain  the  Signification  of  the  primitive  Charatters;  Secondly,  be- 
caufe the  Inltituticns  of  Men  have  affixed  the  lame  Ideas  to 
the  Figures  in  qudlion,  which  the  fiill  Symbols  reprefentcd  na- 
turally :  For  every  Chineze  Letter  has  its  proper  Signification, 
which  it  always  prcferves,  tho'  joined  with  others,  ffait  figni- 
fying  a  Misfortune  or  Calamity,  is  formed  of  the  Letter  Meen 
or  Me  «•»,  a  Houfe :  and  the  Letter  //o.  Fire  ;  no  Misfortune 
being  greater  than  that  of  feeing  ones  Houfe  on  Fire.  Hence 
'tis  plain,  tliat  the  Cb'uiezc  Charadlers  are  not  mere  Letters 
like  oiirs ;  but  are  fo  many  Hieroglyphics,  by  which  Images 
are  formed,  and  Thoughts  e.xpreHtd. 

The 
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prove  fo  many  Chains,    from  which  they  cannot 
eafily  difengage  theml  Ives.     Another  mighty  Ob- 

(lacle 

The  Style  ufed  by  the  Chinese  is  concife,  myfierlous,  allego- 
rical, and  fometimes  obfcure  to  fuch  as  are  not  perfedly  skilled 
in  the  Charafters.  They  exprefs  a  great  deal  in  few  Words : 
Their  ExpreiTions  are  animated,  and  interfperfcd  with  bold  Com- 
parifons  and  noble  Metaphors.  To  obferve,  for  Inftance,  that 
as  the  Emperor  has  approved  the  CJ^rifttan  Religion  by  an  K- 
dift,  it  therefore  ought  not  to  be  deftroyed,  they  would  write 
thus :  The  Ink  moith  luhich  the  hmperor''s  EdiSly  in  Fa'vour  of  the 
Chriftian /?^/fjf/o«,  ^was 'wrotej  is  not  yet  dry  ^  and  yet  you  attempt 
to  deftroy  that  Religion.  As  they  compare  their  Compofitions  to 
a  Pidture,  they  compare  the  Sentences  they  borrow  from  their 
Sooks  to  the  five  principal  Colours  ufed  in  Painting,  and  *tis  in 
this  their  Eloquence  chiefly  confifts.  They  value  themfelves  ex- 
c^dingly  on  their  writing  neatly  and  accurately :  They  even 
prefer  a  beautiful  Charadler  to  the  moll  finifhed  Pidure.  A  Page 
of  old  CharaAers,  when  well  drawn,  often  fells  at  a  high  Price. 
If  they  happen  to  find  any  printed  Leaves,  they  gather  them  up 
refpedlfuUy. 

'Twas  obferved  above,  that  we  may  dillinguilh  two  Kinds  of 
Language  in  China,  but  I  fhall  now  confider  three  Sorts,  that 
of  the  Vulgar,  that  of  the  Polite,  and  that  of  Books.  The 
firft  has  none  of  the  Imperfe^ions  which  many  Europeans  pre- 
tend to  find  in  it. 

Thofe  Europeans  who  come  to  China,  and  don^t  underfland 
the  Language  well,  fuppofe  anbiguous  Meanings  where  there  are 
none.  As  they  don^t  take  the  Pains  to  pronounce  the  feveral 
Chineze  Words  with  their  proper  Accents  and  Afpirations, 
they  underftand  the  Natives  but  very  imperfeftly,  which  con- 
fequently  is  not  the  Fault  of  the  Language.  If  the  Chi- 
neze Literati  fometimes  trace  Characters  with  their  Finger,  or 
with  a  Fan,  upon  their  Ivnees,  this  muft  be  out  of  Vanity 
or  Cullom  rather  than  Neceiiity  s  or  elfe  to  exprefs  fome  tech- 
nical Term  feldom  ufed. 

Next  to  the  vulgar  Language  is  another  more  polifhed  and 
refined,  and  this  is  employed  in  a  numberlefs  Multitude  of  No- 
vels, whether  true  or  fictitious,  they  are  writ  with  the  greateft 
Elegance  and  Wit ;  and  abound  with  lively  Defcriptions,  Cha- 
racters, and  Contrails,  which  may  be  eafily  read  and  under' 
flood. 

The  third  Language  is  that  of  fuch  Books  as  are  not  writ  in 
a  familiar  Style,in  which  there  are  feveral  Degrees  of  Superiority, 
before  the  Student  can  attain  to  the  fublime,  majeflic  Brevity  of 
the  Kings, 
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ilacle  to  the  Converfion  ot  the  Chineze^  is  the  Spirit 
of  Ufury  which  prevails  among  this  People.  When- 
ever we  tell  them  that  they  miifl:  reftore,  before 
they  can  be  admitted  to  Baptifm,  all  they  have  a- 
maflfed  by  unlawful  Methods  •,  and  thereby  ruin,  in 
one  Day,  their  Families  -,  you  will  confefs  that  no- 
thing but  the  fpecial  Grace  of  Heaven  could  pre- 
vail with  them  to  form  and  execute  fuch  a  Refolu  • 
tion*,  and  indeed,  this  comiiionly  keeps  them  firm- 
ly attached  to  Idolatry. 

The  Corruption  and  Depravity  of  their  Hearts 
is  no  lefs  an  Obllacle  to  their  Converfion,    for  the 

This  moft  refined  Language  is  never  ufed  in  common  Coti- 
verfation,  it  being  employed  only  in  Writing.  The  Style  of  it 
IS  npat  and  flowing  ;  each  Thought  is  ufjally  exprefTed  in  four 
or  fix  Charafters  ;  nothing  occurs  that  fhocks  the  moft  delicate 
Ear ;  and  when  the  various  Accents  a»e  pronounced  with  Art, 
they  form  a  foft,  harmonious  Sound. 

The  Difference  between  other  Books,  and  thofe  written  in  the 
Style  called  the  Kings^  is,  the  Diftion  of  the  former  is  never  fo 
elevated  and  noble,  nor  the  Style  fo  concife  and  grand,  as  that 
of  the  la';ter.  No  Pointings  are  ufed  in  Compofitions  of  the 
fublime  Kind  ;  for  bcjng  defigned  only  for  the  Learned,  thefe 
eafily  diftingulHi  wherever  the  Senfe  ends. 

The  Copioufnefs  of  the  Chrneze  Language  is  owing  to  the 
Multitude  of  Charafters  in  it ;  from  the  various  Meanings  an- 
nexed to  them,  and  from  the  Manner  of  their  Being  joined> 
which  is  commonly  two  and  two;  frequently  three  and  three  ; 
and  fometimes  four  and  four  together.  A  Ditlionary  was  com- 
piled, by  Order  of  the  late  Emperor,  confifting  of  one  hundred 
and  nincte  n  Volumes,  moft  of  them  writ  in  a  imall  Charafter, 
and  very  thick.  'Tjs  certain  that  no  Language  in  the  World 
is  more  copious  than  the  Chineze. 

The  Chineze  have  ftill  an  anticnt  Kind  of  Language,  now 
ufed  only  for  Titles,  Infcriptions,  Seals  and  Mottos ;  wherein 
there  are  likewife Tome  Books  which  the  Literati  are  obliged  to 
underftand.  ^hey  alfo  have  common  Characters  ufed  for  public 
A&i,  Contrafts,  Bonds,  and  other  Civil  Affairs,  and  which  an- 
fwer  to  our  Law  Charaders.  Laftly,  they  have  a  Charafter 
(employed  for  Difpatch)  which  requires  a  particular  Study,  there 
|)eirig  many  Abbreviations  in  it. 

Ti.e  Account  above  of  the  Chineze  Language,  is  not  only 
curiouj  in  itf  if,  but  will  be  of  Ufe  for  the  better  underfta?jding 
o(  many  Pailages  in  thefe  Jjj:::rs. 

Qhineze^ 
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Chineze,  provided  they  do  but  afliime  a  vircuous 
Exterior,  never  fcruple  to  commit  the  moft  enor- 
mous Crimes  in  fecret.  About  a  Fortnight  lince,  a 
Bonze  came  and  defired  me  to  inftru6l  him.  One 
would  have  concluded  that  he  was  come  with  a  good 
Refolution,  as  he  offered  to  fubmit  to  whatever  I 
Hiould  enjoin.  However,  no  fooner  had  1  fet  be- 
fore him  the  Purity  whicJi  God  requires  in  a  Chri- 
fiian  ;  and  aflured  him  that  our  Law  is  fo  holy,  as 
to  forbid  the  lead  impure  Thought  or  Defire  :  If 
that  be  the  Cafe  ^replied  he)  /  fhall  never  turn  Chri- 
ftian  :  And  therefore  he,  tho'  perfe(5lly  fenfible  of 
the  Truth  of  our  Religion,  could  not  prevail 
with  himfelf  to  become  a  Convert. 

Here  follow,  reverend  Father,  fome  Cuftoms 
with  regard  to  the  Chineze  Ladies,  which  feem 
to  prevent  their  ever  having  an  Opportunity  of 
turning  Chriftians.  They  never  ftir  out  of  their 
Hoiifes,  nor  are  vifited  by  the  other  Sex ;  it  being 
one  of  the  fundamental  Laws  of  the  Empire,  that 
a  Woman  ought  never  to  appear  in  public,  nor 
concern  herfelf  with  any  Affairs  v/ithout  Doors. 
Farther,  to  oblige  them  ftill  more  to  obferve  this 
Maxim,  they  have  been  taught,  that  Beauty  con- 
fifts  in  the  Smallnefs  of  the  Foot,  not  in  the  Fea- 
tures of  the  Face  •,  fo  that  a  Woman's  firft  Care  is 
to  make  herfelf  a  Cripple.  A  Child,  when  but 
a  IVlonth  old,  has  a  larger  Foot  than  a  Chinczc 
Lady  at  forty  *. 

Hence  neither  the  Miflionaries  nor  their  Cate- 
chift?,  have  an  Opportunity  of  inftru6ting  the  Chi- 
neze Ladies.  Hence  they  are  obliged  to  begin  by 
converting  the  Hufband,  in  order  that  he  may  in- 
ftrud  the  Wife;  or  permit  fome  good  ChrijUim 


<  i'- 


*  The  Feet  of  the  Chineze  Women  are  certainly  rcdurcd  to 
a  rery  diminutive  Size  ;  but  yer,  mechinics,  they  can  Icarcdy 
be  io  very  fmall  as  this  Father  declarer,  ihem, 
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Woman  to  vifit  her  in  her  Apartment,  and  there 
explain  the  Myfterics  of  our  Rehgion. 

Moreover,  whenever  we  do  make  Converts  of 
them,  they  have  not  an  Opportunity  of  coming  to 
Church  with  the  Men.  All  we  have  been  able  to 
compafs  hitherto  is,  to  afTemble  them  fix  or  feven 
Times  a  Year  in  a  private  Church,  or  in  fome 
Chriftianh  Houfe,  and  there  adminiftcr  the  Sacra- 
ments to  them.  'Tis  in  thefe  Aflemblies  that  we 
admit  to  Baptifm  Ilich  as  defirc  it-,  and  I  niyfelf 
fhall  baptize  fifteen  very  fhortly. 

Add  to  this,  that  the  Chineze  Ladies  fpeak  no 
other  Language,  except  the  Jargon  of  their  feveral 
Provinces  •,  fo  that  the  Miflionaries  find  it  very  dif- 
ficult to  underftand  them,  fome  of  them  being  ac- 
quainted with  no  other  Language  but  that  of  the 
Mandarins,  We  fupply  this  Defefl  to  the  beft  of 
our  Power.  A  few  Days  after  my  Arrival  here, 
the  Wife  of  a  Mandarin  had  Recourfe  to  the  fol- 
lowing Expedient.  As  the  Miflionary  to  whom  Ihe 
was  to  confefs  herfelf  could  not  underftand  her,  fhe 
fcnt  for  her  eldeft  Son,  when  revealing  her  Sins  to 
him,  llie  difpatched  him  to  the  ConfelTor,  ordering 
her  Son  to  fpecify  them  to  him,  and  bring  back  what- 
ever Counfels  and  Inftrudlions  the  Father  might 
communicate. 

Finally,  Wives,  in  China,  are  in  fuch  Subjec- 
tion to  their  Huibands,  that  little  Strefs  can  be 
laid  upon  their  Converficn,  efpecially  if  the  Hut- 
band  is  an  Idolater,  of  which  I  fhall  give  a  fad 
Inftance.  A  Heathen  Woman,  who  had  found  fe- 
cret  Opportunities  to  get  herfelf  inftrufted  in  the 
Gofpel  Truths,  falling  grievoufly  fick,  intreated  her 
Hulband  to  fend  for  a  Miflionary,  in  order  that  fhe 
might  be  baptized.  The  Hufband,  being  paflion- 
ately  fond  of  her,  confented  to  her  Requeft,  for 
fear  of  increafing  her  Indifpofition  \  fo  that  fhe  was 
to  be  indulged,    on  the  Morrow,  the  Blefling  fhe 

X  panted 
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pcnted  fo  much  after.  In  the  mean  Time,  the 
Bonzes  hearing  of  it,  flew  to  the  Hufband,  when  re- 
proaching him  very  feverely  for  his  Weaknefs  (as 
they  termed  it)  in  confenting  to  his  Wife's  Defires, 
they  told  him  a  thoufand  idle  Stories  to  the  Preju- 
dice of  the  P'athers. 

On  the  Morrow,  as  the  Miflionary  was  preparing 
to  go  and  baptize  the  dying  Woman,  her  Hufband 
fcnt  him  Word  that  he  need  not  give  himfelf  any 
farther  Trouble,    he  being  refolved  not  to  let  his 
Wife  undergo  that  Ceremony.     The  utmofl:  En- 
deavours were  ufed  to  make  him  comply  •,  and  fome 
Chriftians^  his  Friends,    vifited  him  for  that  Pur- 
pole,  but  the  only  Anlwer  they  could  get  from  him 
was  :  "  I  know  your  Artifice,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
"  Miflionary.     He  brings  his  Oil,,  and  pulls  out 
*'  poor  fick  Peoples  Eyes,   to  make  Spying-glaffcs 
*'  of  them.    But  I'm  refolved  my  Wife  fliall  be 
*'  buried  with  both  her  Eyes,   and  therefore  he 
"  fhan't  come  within  my  Doors  **.     All  we  could 
fay  or  do  made  no  ImprefTion  upon  him,  fo  that  his 
Wife  left  the  World  unbaptized. 

The  Cham-tien-fa  *,    or  f  General  of  the  Taof- 
fas  Xy  a  fort  of  Bonzes,  having  endeavoured  to  free 

aFa- 

*  Tchamt'icnfiee^  in  Trench, 

f  This  Title,  I  believe,  implies  no  more  than  the  Chief  of 
the  Taofsee  or  Tao/fus  \  and  is  ufed  no  otherwilie  than  as  the  Ti- 
tle, General^  is  with  regard  to  Friars. 

X  This  Se£t  is  fuppoled  to  have  been  founded  by  Lao  kiun^ 
or  Li  LaokuMt  vhofe  Birth,  according  to  his  Difciples,  was  very 
extraordinary.  His  Books,  which  are  ilill  extant,  but  fuppoiied 
to  be  very  much  difguifed  by  his  Followers,  abound  with  a  great 
Number  of  moral  Sentences,  worthy  of  a  Philofopher. 

Lao  kiun\  Morality  is  pretty  much  like  that  of  Epicurus ;  it 
exhorting  Men  to  abllain  trom  violent  Defires,  and  fuch  Paffiona 
as  may  difturb  the  Tranquility  of  the  Soul  ;  and  d*;claring,  that 
every  wife  Man  (hould  endeavour  to  pafs  his  Life  free  from 
Care ;  and,  lor  this  Purpofe,  never  to  refleft  on  what  is  palt, 
nor  be  anxious  about  Futurity. 

It  alfo  declares,  that  for  Men  to  torment  themfelves  with 
Cares  ;  10  bu  y  themfelves  in  mighty  Projtfls ,    to  follow  the 
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a  Family  from  the  evil  Spirit  with  which  ft  wag 
cruelly  tormented,  had  employed,  but  in  vain,  the 

lollow- 

Diflates  of  Ambition,  Avarice,  and  other  Riflions,  is  to  labour 
more  for  Poilerity  than  for  themfelvcs  ;  and  that  'tis  Madnefsto 
procure  the  Happinefs  of  other.',  at  the  Expence  of  their  own  ; 
that  their  Purfuits  after  their  own  Happinefs  ought  to  be  mode- 
rate, and  their  Defires  not  over  violent  i  becaafe  that,  whate- 
T'cr  we  confider  as  Happinefs,  is  no  longer  fo.  when  accompa- 
nied with  Trouble  and  Diftalle,  or  that  the  Soul  is  ever  fo  lit- 
tle diilurbed* 

Hence  the  Followers  of  this  Soft  affeft  a  Calm,  which  fufpends, 
according  to  them,  all  the  Funftions  of  the  Soul :  [This  Ihews 
them  to  be  a  Sort  of  ^tieti/fs ;]  and  as  this  Tranquility  cannot 
but  be  ruffled  by  the  Thoughts  of  Death,  they  boaft  their 
having  invented  a  Liquor,  which  renders  them  immortal.  They 
devote  themfelves  to  Chymiftry,  to  the  Search  after  the  Philo- 
fopher's  Stone,  and  to  Magic ;  and  fancy  that  they,  by  invok- 
ing Demons,    can  gratify  all  their  Defires. 

Many  Mandarins  (and  a  Multitude  of  Women)  ftudied  this 
Art,  in  Hopes  of  efcaping  Death ;  and  at  lall  it  was  brought 
very  much  into  Vogue,  by  the  Countenance  which  certain  fuper- 
liitious  Emperors,  among  whom  were  T/Tw  c^i  Hamg  ti,  and 
Vssth  gave  to  it.  The  Superftitions  of  Lao  kiun  increafed  very 
much  under  the  fucceeding  Emperors ;  there  were  a  Multitude 
of  Doftors  of  this  Seft ;  Temples  were  erefted,  in  wliich  a 
Demon  was  worfhipped ;  and  the  Dodlors  diftributed  every 
where  fmall  Images,  reprefenting  the  Croud  of  Spirits  and  Men 
whom  they  bad  ranked  among  their  Gods ;  and  fold  thefe  Ima- 
ges at  a  high  Price. 

The  Minifters  of  this  Seft  were  afterwards  called  Teen  fas ^  *  or 
the  cceleftial  Dcftors,  and  the  Chief  of  it  is  always  honoured 
with  the  Dignity  of  a  principal  Mandarin^  and  refides  in  a 
Town  of  the  Province  of  Kiatnji^  where  he  has  a  magnificent 
Palace.  Thither  great  Numbers  flock,  from  the  neighbouring 
Provinces,  for  Remedies  for  their  Difeafes,  or  to  enquire  their 
Pate,  on  which  Occafions  they  receive,  from  ihe  Teen  _/&,  a 
Scroll  filled  with  magical  Charaders. 

The  TaoJJfas  firft  introduced,  into  the  Empire,  a  fuppofed  Mul- 
titude of  Spirits,  whom  they  revered  as  Deities,  independant  on 
the  fupreme  Beings  whom  they  called  Chang  ti. 

Thefe  Dotlors,  in  Procefs  of  Time,  gained  a  very  powerful 
Afcendant  over  the  Minds  of  the  People,  they  pretending  to 
have  Compafts  with  Demons,  to  whom  they  facnficc  a  Hog, 
&  Fifh,  and  a  Bird.    They  diive  a  Stake  in  the  Earth,  as  a  Sort 

of 
*  Tien  J/ee\ 
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Following  Inftruments  which  were  fhewn  me  by 
the  Mafter  of  the  Family,  a  Heathen.  In  a  Bag 
were  five  Idols,  a  Stick  about  a  Foot  long,  and  an 
Inch  iqiiare  in  Breadth,  on  which  a  great  Number 
of  Chineze  Charadters  were  engraved  -,  and  on  ano- 
ther Piece  of  Wood,  five  Inches  long  and  two 
broad,  covered  over  with  Charaders,  except  on  one 
Side,  whereon  was  reprcfented  the  Devil  pierced 
thro'  with  a  Sword,  the  Point  whereof  ftuck  in  a 
wooden  Cube,  which  was  likewife  covered  with 
myfterious  Charafters.  This  Man  afterwards  gave 
me  a  Book,  of  about  eighteen  Leaves,  containing 
the  Cham-tien-fa^s  Orders,  by  which  the  Devil  was 
forbid,  upon  a  very  fevere  Penalty,  to  annoy  the 
Ferfons  in  queftion  any  more.  Thefe  Injundlions 
were  imprefled  with  the  Signet  of  the  Cham-tien-Ja^ 
and  figned  by  himfelf  and  two  Bonzes.  I  omit 
feveral  other  minute  Particulars,  as  thefe  might 
only  tire  you.  I  threw  the  Idols  into  the  Fire,  and 
burnt  them. 

But  perhaps  you  will  not  be  difpleafed  to  have  a 
Dcicription  of  thofe  Idols.  They  were  made  of 
Wood  i  were  gilr,  and  prettily  painted.     Some  re- 

of  Charm  ;  draw  odJ  Figures,  with  a  Pencil,  upon  Paper  ; 
making,  at  the  fame  Time,  the  molt  frightful  Grimaces,  aud 
venting  the  moil  horrid  Cries. 

Many  of  this  S.cl  feem  to  ad  exatlly  the  fame  Part  with  our 
Foitune- tellers  in  Europe.  The  Jc'^jits  feem  to  give  Credit  to 
the  iurprizing  Difcoveries,  &c.  oretended  to  he  made  by  thefe 
33iviners ;  but  I  am  apt  to  bjlie/e,  that  the  Fathers  laugh  as 
much  at  them  privately,  as  the  fenfible  Part  of  the  Chinese  ^xc 
faid  to  do  at  th;  Feats  related  of  fome  of  thefe  Conjurers,  who 
(we  arc  told)  make  the  Figure  of  Lao  kiurty  and  of  their  Idols, 
appear  in  the  Air ;  make  a  Pencil  write  of  itfelf,  tho'  not  touch- 
ed by  any  Perfon  ;  make  the  Manes  of  the  various  Individuals 
of  the  Family,  where  they  are  praflifing  their  filly  Arts,  glidfj 
along  in  a  large  V'eflel  of  Water ;  and  there  fhow  the  feveral 
Changes  which  fliali  happen  in  the  Empire,  and  the  imaginary 
Honours  and  Preferments  to  which  thole  who  become  Proitlytes 
10  their  St  ft  fhali  be  raifed. 

TiiC  Vulgar  are  but  too  eaf;ly  inipofed  upon,  in  every  Country. 

preltntcd 
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prefented  Men  and  Women.  The  former  had  the 
Chineze  Turn  of  Face,  but  thofe  of  the  latter  were 
like  Europeans,  On  the  Back  of  every  Idol  was  a 
Kind  of  Hole,  with  a  fmall  wooden  Cover.  Lifting 
up  the  Cover,  I  found  that  the  Hole  was  pretty 
narrow  at  Top,  but  grew  broader  in  Proportion  as 
we  went  nearer  the  Stomach.  Within  it  were  Silk- 
en Bowels ;  and,  at  the  Bottom,  a  fmall  Bag  fhaped 
like  a  Man's  Liver.  This  Bag  was  filled  with  Rice 
and  Tea,  which  probably  was  intended  as  Food  for 
the  Idol.  Inftead  of  the  Heart,  was  a  Paper  folded 
very  neatly  -,  when  getting  a  Perfon  to  read  it,  I 
found  it  to  be  a  Lift  of  the  Perfons  of  the  Family, 
confifting  of  their  Name,  Sirname,  Birth-days, 
l^c.  There  likewife  were  idolatrous  Confecrations 
and  Prayers,  all  of  them  impious  and  fuperftitious. 
Befides  thefe,  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Aperture,  in 
the  Statues  reprefenting  Women,  was  a  Clue  or 
Ball  of  Cotton,  longer  in  Proportion  than  thick, 
tied  neatly  with  Thread  ;  and  reprefenting,  pretty 
nearly,  the  Figure  of  a  Child  in  fwadling  Cloaths. 

I  am  promised  to  be  fixed  in  a  Miflion  very 
foon  •,  and  in  fuch  a  one  as  I  wifli  for,  fevere,  poor, 
and  laborious :  And  alfo  that  I  fhall  have  an  Oppor- 
tunity of  fuflTering  much,  and  making  an  abundant 
Harveil.  Do  you  befeech  God  that  I  may  duly  ac- 
knowledge the  Bieflings  which  I,  tho*  fo  unwor- 
thy, receive  from  him. 

/  aniy  with  great  RefpeSi,  &c. 

Chavagnac, 


Father 
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Father  de    Bourzes,    to  Father  Stephen 

SOUCIET. 

Reverend  Father, 

AS  I  was  going  to  Indiaj  I  received  a  Letter, 
wherein  you  defired  me  to  devote  all  fuch 
Moments,  as  I  could  fpare  from  my  Duty  as  a 
MilTionary,  to  the  Sciences ;  and  to  communicate  to 
you,  from  time  to  time,  any  Difcoveries  I  might 
make.  I  was  in  Hopes  of  giving  you  fome  Satis- 
fadlion  in  this  Particular  during  our  Voyage,  but  I 
had  no  Inftruments ;  and  you  know  'tis  impofllble 
to  be  accurate  without  them.  For  this  Reafon  my 
Obfervations  will  be  fuch  only  as  may  be  made  by 
the  naked  Eye,  without  any  foreign  Afliftance. 

I  Ihall  begin  with  a  Phasnomena,  which  will  ap- 
pear new  to  Perfons  who  never  were  at  Sea ;  and 
perhaps  even  to  others,  who,  tho*  they  'lave  been 
upon  the  Ocean,  yet  never  took  much  Notice  of 
the  Thing  in  queftion. 

You  muft  have  read  (reverend  Father^  what  Na- 
turalifts  tell  us,  concerning  thofe  Sparks  or  Lights 
which  are  feen,  in  the  Night,  upon  the  Surface  of 
the  Sea ;  but  you  probably  have  likewife  obferved 
that  they  pafs  very  lightly  over  this  Phsenomenon ; 
at  lead,  that  they  endeavour  to  account  for  it 
agreeably  to  their  Principles,  rather  than  give  an 
accurate  Defcription  thereof.  But  methinks  a  Man, 
before  he  attempts  to  explain  the  Wonders  of  Na- 
ture, fhould  firft  endeavour  to  acquaint  himlclf 
with  all  the  Particulars  belonging  to  them.  Here 
follow  fuch  Obfervations  as  I  thought  moft  worthy 
of  remark,  in  the  Phcenomenon  in  queftion. 

I.  When  the  Ship  makes  good   Way,   wc  often 
fee  a  great  Ll^ht  in  the  Wake,  that  is,  in  the  Wa- 
ters 
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tcrs  which  it  divides  and  cleaves  in  its  PafTagc.  Per- 
ions  who  don't  confidcr  it  attentively,  often  afcribe 
this  Light  either  to  the  Moon  or  Stars,  or  elfe  to 
the  Lanthorn  in  the  Poop ;  a  Millake  which  I  my- 
iclf  fell  into,  the  lirlb  Time  I  nerceived  this  Splen- 
dor. However,  as  the  Window  of  my  Cabbin 
looked  dircdly  upon  the  Wake,  I  was  foon  unde- 
ceived -,  efpecialiy  when  I  found  that  this  Light  was 
muc  h  rtronger,  when  the  Moon  was  under  the  Ho- 
lizoii,  when  the  Stars  were  hid  by  Clouds,  and  the 
Lanthorn  was  out ;  in  a  Wordj  at  a  Time  when 
it  was  impoflible  for  any  extraneous  Light  to  illu- 
minate the  Surface  of  the  Ocean. 

II.  This  Light  is  not  always  equal.  At  certain 
Times  there  is  little ornone  ;  fometimcs  'tis  ftrong- 
cr,  and  at  other  Times  fainter :  Some  Seafons  *tis 
of  a  great  Extent,  and  at  others  of  lefs. 

III.  With  regard  to  its  Brightnefs,  you  perhaps 
will  be  furprizcd  to  hear  that  I  have  read,  without 
any  Difficulty,  by  the  Light  of  thefe  Wakes  or 
Furrows,  tho*  I  was  nine  or  ten  Foot  above  the 
Surface  of  the  Water.  I  took  a  Memorandum  of 
the  Times,  out  of  Curiofity  i  thefe  being  the  12th 
of  Juney  1704,  and  the  loth  of  July  of  the  fame 
Year.  But  I  muft  obferve,  that  I  could  read  only 
the  Title  of  my  Book  *,  (in  Capitals.^  Neverthe- 
lefs,  the  Perfons  I  told  it  to  would  not  believe  me, 
but  you  may  depend  upon  the  Truth  of  what  lafTen. 

IV.  With  RcJpe6l  to  the  Extent  of  this  Light, 
Ibmetimes  the  whole  Wake  is  illuminated,  Thirty 
or  Forty  Foot  in  Length ;  but,  at  a  greater  Dil- 
tance,  the  Light  is  much  fainter. 

V.  Some  Nights  we  eafily  diftinguifh,  in  the 
Wake,  the  luminous  Particles  from  (lich  as  are  not 


*  This  Light,  I  imagine  to  be  fomewhat  like  that  made  by 
Clow-worm.'-  ;  1  myfcU  reading  one  Night,  in  a  Grove,  fome 
Verfcs  in  Boikau,  upon  my  lavi!>j»  a  Glow-worm  on  ihc 
Book. 

foi 
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To  \  and  at  other  Times,  fuch  Diftinflion  is  not 
found.  The  Wake  then  refembles  a  River  of 
Milk,  and  this  has  a  very  pleafing  Effedl  upon  the 
Eye.  It  appeared  fuch  to  mc  the  loth  of  July 
1704. 

VI.  In  thofc  Scafons  when  we  are  able  to  diftin- 
guidi  the  fhining  Parts  from  fuch  as  are  otherwife, 
they  don't  appear  in  the  fame  Shape  or  Form.  Some 
feem  but  as  Points  of  Light ;  others  appear  of  the 
Size  of  Stars  to  the  naked  Eye.  Some  are  in  the 
Form  of  Globules,  or  Drops,  a  fixth  or  twelfth 
Part  of  an  Inch  in  Diameter ;  and  others  again  like 
Globes,  as  big  as  the  human  Head.  The  Phofpho- 
rus's  in  qucftion,  are  often  found  in  long  Squares, 
three  or  tour  Inches  in  Length,  and  one  or  two  in 
Breadth.  Thefc  Phofphorus's,  of  different  Shapes, 
are  fometimes  fecn  together.  The  i2t\\o{  June^ 
the  Wake  made  by  the  Veffel  was  filled  with  Floods 
of  Light,  and  the  long  Squares  abovementioned. 
Another  Night,  when  our  v^'.^p  failed  flowly,  thefe 
Floods  of  Light  glittered  and  difappeared  on  a 
fudden  like  Flaflies  of  Lightning. 

VII.  Thefe  Lights  are  produced,  not  only  by 
the  Ship's  Courfe,  but  Fifhes  alfo  will  form  a  lumi- 
nous Wake,  which  gives  Light  enough  for  us  to  di- 
ftinguifli  the  Size  and  Species  of  the  Fifh.  I  have 
fometimes  feen  a  great  Number  of  thefe  Fiflies, 
which  fporting  up  and  down,  made  a  kind  of  plea- 
fing Fire-work  in  the  Water.  Frequently  the 
bare  throwing  a  Rope  along  the  Water,  Ihall,  by 
breaking  it,  make  a  Light. 

VIII.  If  Water  is  taken  out  of  the  Sea,  and 
ftirred  ever  fo.  little  with  the  Hand,  in  the  dark, 
we  difcover  numberlefs  Multitudes  of  fliining  Parti- 
cles. 

IX.  If  we  dip  a  Piece  of  Linnen-Cloth  in  Sea- 
Wate%  the  like  Particles  will  be  feen,  if  it  be 
wrung  in  a  dark  Place  >  and  even  when  fuch  Clotii 
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is  half  dry;    if  only  fhaken,  a  great  Number  of 
Sparks  will  be  emitted. 

X.  When  a  Spark  is  once  formed,  it  continues  a 
long  Time  unextinguiflied :  And  when  it  adheres  to 
any  folid  Body,  to  the  Brim  of  a  Veffel,  for  In- 
(lance,  'twill  continue  luminous  fome  Hours. 

XI.  'Tis  not  when  the  Ocean  is  moft  tumultu- 
ous, that  the  greateft  Number  of  the  Fhofphorus's 
in  queftion,  are  feen  upon  it ;  nor  even  when  the 
Ship  fails  fwifteft  :  Nor  are  thefe  Sparks  produced, 
(at  leaft  as  far  as  I  could  perceive)  by  the  bare 
dafhing  of  the  Waves  againlt  one  another.  But  I 
have  obferved,  that  a  great  Number  are  fometimes 
produced,  by  the  Waves  beating  againft  the  Shore. 
At  Braftl^  fo  vaft  a  Number  of  thefe  Lights  ap- 
peared one  Evening,  that  the  whole  Shore  feemed 
on  Fire. 

XII.  The  Quality  of  the  Water  contributes  very 
much  to  the  producing  of  thefe  Fires ;  and  it  may 
(I  believe)  be  afferted  that,  all  other  Particulars  be- 
ing the  fame,  this  Light  is  generally  found  greater, 
according  as  the  Water  is  more  un6lious  and 
foaming ;  the  Water  not  being  equally  pure  or 
clear  in  all  Parts,  out  at  Sea.  Sometimes  the  Piece  of 
Linnen  thrown  into  the  Ocean,  is  quite  vifcous  when 
pulled  up.  Now  I  found,  by  repeated  Obferva- 
tions,  that  whenever  the  Wake  was  moft  luminous, 
the  Water  was  moft  vifcous  and  greafy  •,  and  that  a 
Piece  a  Linnen  being  dipped  in  this  Water,  emit- 
ted more  Sparks  when  fliaken. 

XIII.  Farther,  upon  the  Surface  of  certain  Parts 
of  the  Ocean,  is  feen  I  know  not  what  Ordures  of 
different  Colours,  fometimes  red,  and  at  other  Times 
yellow.  At  firft  they  looked  like  Saw-Duft,  but 
our  Mariners  declare  them  to  be  the  Spawn  of  the 
Whale,  but  of  this  we  are  not  certain.  Water 
taken  out  of  the  Ocean,  in  thefe  Places,  is  found 
very  vifcous.    The  lame  Sailors  affirm  that  there 

are 
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area  great  many  fort  of  Banks,  formed  of  this  Spawn  f 
in  the  North ;  and  that  they  fometimes  appear  quite 
luminous  in  the  Night,  though  not  moved  either 
by  the  Motion  of  a  Ship,  or  of  a  Fifh. 

XIV.  But  to  corroborate  ftill  farther  my  Aflcr- 
tion,  viz.  that  the  more  vifcous  any  Water  is, 
the  more  it  is  found  luminous.  I  fhall  add  a  Parti- 
cular which  I  myfeif  faw.  There  was  one  Day 
taicen  into  our  Ship,  a  Fifh  which  fome  People 
judged  to  be  a  Bonilo  *.  The  Infide  of  his  Throat 
appeared,  in  the  Night,  like  a  lighted  Coal;  fo 
that  I  read  without  any  other  Light,  the  very 
fame  Letters  which  I  had  diftinguilhed  by  the  Splen- 
dor of  the  Wake.  The  Throat  was  full  of  a  vif- 
cous Humour ;  when  fmearing  a  Piece  of  Wood 
with  it,  the  latter  became  immediately  luminous  ; 
but  as  foon  as  the  Moifture  was  dried  up,  the  Light 
went  out  -f*. 

*  This  Filh  is  very  common  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean ;  and  is 
very  like  our  Mackerel  in  Colour  and  Tafte,  but  larger.  *Tis 
catch'd  much  oftner  out  at  Sea  than  near  the  Coafts,  and  is  one 
of  the  Enemies  to  the  Flying-Fiili.  The  Bonito  is  thick,  round* 
and  about  two  Foot  in  Circumference,  including  the  Head,  near 
which  are  two  pointed  Fins,  like  thofe  of  the  Forpoife  ;  and  its 
Skin  is  like  that  of  this  Fifh.  'Tis  half  Flefh  and  half  Filh. 
That  which  is  neared  the  great  Bone  (the  only  one  it  has)  is  like 
the  Flefh  of  the  Porpoife,  but  tenderer ;  infinitely  better  tafled, 
and  like  that  of  Duck.  'Tis  dry,  firm,  and  very  nourifhing. 
Sometimes  the  Sea  is  almoft  covered  with  thefe  Fifhes.  They 
will  leap  ten  or  twelve  Foot  high,  and  then  are  often  taken  with 
Tridents,  Harping-lrons,  i^c.  They  are  likewife  catched  with 
Hooks  (about  the  Size  of  the  little  Finger)  on  which  are  faflen- 
ed  two  fmall  White  Pigeon's  Feathers,  with  Bits  of  Linnen 
round  them.  The  Line  is  fixed  to  one  of  the  Sail- Yards,  fo  that 
the  Hook,  which  looks  like  a  fmall  Flying-Fifh,  fpons  in  the 
Water ;  when  the  Bonito  fnapping  at  it,  is  thus  taken. 

f  We  are  told  that  the  Northern  People,  place  Pieces  of  rotten 
Bark  or  Trunks  of  Oaks,  at  certain  DiHances ;  and  that  thefe 
ferve  to  light  them  when  they  travel  in  the  Night.  Cortices  quer- 
cinos  inquirunt  pu'res,  eafque  collocant  certo  injier  titio  ititieris  in- 
ftituti%  ut  eorum  fplendorc,  quo  a/oluerint^  perjiciunt  iter.  Nee  fo- 
lum  hocprfcjlat  cortcX^  fed  ^'  truncus  lutrefa^us,  Ol.  Mag.  Hifl, 
L.  2.  c.  16 
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Thus  I  have  given  you  the  chief  Obfervations 
made  by  me  on  this  Phaenomenon.  'Tii  for  you 
to  examine,  whether  thefe  feveral  Things  may  be 
explained,  agreeably  to  the  Syfteni  of  thofe  who 
ellablilh,  as  the  firft  Principle  of  that  Light,  the 
Motion  of  the  fubtle  Matter ;  or  of  the  Globules, 
caufed  by  the  violent  Agitation  of  the  Salts. 

Here  follows  a  Word  or  two  concerning  Sea- 
Rainbows,  I  having  made  fome  Obfervations  on 
them,  after  our  being  buffeted  by  a  violent  Storm 
at  the  Cape  of  Good-Hope,  The  Sea  ran  very  high.^ 
io  that  the  Wind  carried  off  the  Extremities 
of  the  Waves,  and  formed,  with  thefe,  a  kind  of 
Rain,  on  which  the  Rays  of  the  Sun  darting,  a 
Rainbow  was  formed.  The  celeftial  Rainbow  *  has 
this  Advantage  over  that  of  the  Ocean,  that  its 
Colours  are  much  more  lively,  diftinft,  and  nume- 
rous. In  Sea-Rainbows  we  fcarce  diftinguifh  above 
two  Sorts  of  Colours  *,  a  dark  Yellow  on  the  Side 
turned  towards  the  Sun,  and  a  pale  Green  on  the 
Side  oppofite  to  it ;  the  reft  of  the  Colours  not  be- 
ing ftrong  enough  to  be  diftinguifhed  by  the  Eye. 
However,  the  Sea-Rainbows  are  much  more  nume- 
rous, twenty  or  thirty  of  them  appearing  at  once : 
They  are  feen  at  Noon-day,  and  in  a  Situation  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  the  heavenly  Bow,  /.  e.  their 
Arch  feems  turned  towards  the  Sea.  Perfons  muft 
not  fay,  after  this,  that  thofe  who  undertake  fuch 
long  Voyages,  perceive  nothing  but  Sky  and  Water. 
This  is  true,  indeed,  in  one  Senfe ;  neverthelefs, 
each  of  them  :  fters  fo  many  Wonders,  that  fuch  as 
are  able  to  difcover  them,  would  meet  with  Em- 
ployment enough. 

*  The  Rainbow  is  caufed  by  the  Sun  Beams,  which,  falling 
on  the  Drops  of  Water  in  a  Cloud,  are  varioufly  reflefted  and 
refracted  to  the  Speftatoi's  Eye,  placed  betwixt  the  Sun  and  thofe 
Drops.  Different  Perfons  don't  ptrceive  the  fame  Rainbow  »  a 
diftinft  one  being  feen  by  Qvtiy  Spectator.  We  are  told  that 
there  arc  lunarv  Rainbows.  i 

To 
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To  conclude  the  feveral  Remarks  made  by  me  on 
Light :  I  fhall  add  but  one  more,  and  thai  concern- 
ing the  Exhalations  that  take  Fire  in  the  Night, 
and  which  then  form  a  Stream  of  Light  in  the  Sky, 
The  Stream  made  by  thcfe  Exhalations  is  of  a 
much  greater  Extent  than  thofe  of  Europe.  I  my- 
ielf  faw  tv;o  or  three  which  looked  like  fo  many 
Rockets.  They  feemed  to  be  very  near  the  Earth, 
and  emitted  a  Light  very  much  refembling  that 
which  the  Moon  Iheds,  during  the  firft  Days  of  its 
Increale.  They  fell  flowly,  and  defcribed  a  Curve 
in  their  Fall.  All  this  is  true,  at  leall  with  Regard 
to  one  of  thofe  Exhalations  which  I  faw  upon  the 
high  Seas,  at  a  confiderable  Diftance  from  theCoaft 
of  Malabar. 

I  have  no  more  to  fay  at  prefent ;  -and  wifli  (re- 
verend Father)  that  thefe  little  Obfervations  may 
give  you  Pieafure.  Heavens  be  praifed,  I  only  wait 
foi-  r  '^  Order  to  go  to  Madura^  the  Miflion  allotted 
me  ^  ,d  which,  you  are  fenfible,  I  have  panted 
aftCi  10  many  Years. 

/  fM^  Sec, 

De  Bourzes. 


Father  Jartoux  to  Father  de  Fontaney. 

Pekingt  ^^g-  20,    1 704. 

Reverend  Father^ 

I  Shall  begin  with  the  Relation  of  the  folemn  o- 
pening  of  our  Church,  which  was  performed  at 
laft  on  the  9th  of  December  1703.  You  may  remem- 
ber 'twas  in  January  1699,  that  the  Emperor  per- 
mitted Father  Gerbillon  to  build  it,  upon  the  Spot 
of  Ground  he  had  given  us,  within  the  Inclofure  of 
his  Palace.  This  Prince,  fome  Time  after,  ordered 
all  the  Court-Miffionarics  to  be  allied,  whether  they 

Y  2  would 
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would  not  contribute  towards  the  Building  of  this  Edi- 
fice, as  being  a  good  Work,  which  he  himfelf  in- 
tended to  promote.  He  afterwards  gave  each  of  them 
fifty  Gold  Crowns,  intimating  that  they  ihould  em- 
ploy them  for  the  Church.  He  likewife  furnifhed 
Part  of  the  Materials  ;  and  appointed  Mandarins  as 
fb  many  Overfeers  of  the  Building.  When  the 
Foundations  were  dug,  we  had  but  two  thoufand 
eight  hundred  Livres ;  but  were  firmly  perfuaded 
that  Providence  would  fupply  the  reft,  and  accor- 
dingly we  have  not  been  deceived  in  our  Expeda- 
tions. 

Four  whole  Years  were  fpent  in  building  and  a- 
dorning  this  Church,  which  is  one  of  the  fineft  and 
moft  regular  in  all  the  Eaji,  I  do  not  intend  to 
give  you  an  exad  Defcription  of  this  Edifice,  and 
fhall  prefent  you  only  with  a  Sketch  of  it  *. 

We  firft  enter  a  Court  forty  Foot  wide,  and  fifty 
long.  It  ftands  between  two  well-proportioned  Buil- 
dings, and  thefe  are  two  large  Halls,  built  after  the 
Chineze  manner,  one  of  which  is  ufed  for  our  af- 
fembling  or  inftrufling  the  Catechumens  ;  and  the 
other  for  receiving  fuch  Perfons  as  vifit  us.  The  latter 
is  adorned  with  the  Portraits  of  the  King,  the  Dau- 
phin, the  Princes  of  France^  the  prefent  King  of 


*  If  'twas  like  that  of  the  Mat/on  Profeffe,  of  the  Jefuits  in 
Paris,  it  may  be  very  rich  and  gaudy,  but  not  in  a  good  Tafte ; 
this  having  more  of  the  Theatre  than  of  the  Church  ;  and  is  all 
together  a  mereAflemblage  of  CoUJichets,  though  there  are  fome 
fine  Things  in  it.  As  the  Jtfuits  are  Men  of  good  Tafte,  I 
was  furprzed  to  lee  fo  bad  a  one,  in  the  Conftrufticn  and  Deco- 
ration cf  their  Church  ;  but  was  told,  that  the  former  was 
owing  to  the  Inabilities  of  Francis  Dei  rand,  a  Lorrain  Jefuit, 
who  undertook  the  diredion  of  it,  in  Oppofition  to  Mattel 
■^ngCt  a  Brother  of  the  Society,  bat  an  exceedingly  skilful  Archi- 
te(it,  whcfe  excellent  Plans  were  flighted,  merely  becaufe  he  was 
no  more  than  a  Brother;  whilll  the  miferable  C^nes  of  Derrand 
were  accepted,  becau'e  he  was  a  Father.  J'here  are  too  many 
Inllanccs  cf  this  KinJ  in  all  Countries, 

Spain^ 
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Spain,  the  King  of  England,  and  feveral  other 
Princes  ;  with  various  Mathematical  and  Mufical 
Inftruments.  There  are  likewife  fhewn  all  thofe 
beautiful  Prints  collected  in  large  Volumes,  which 
were  publifhed  in  order  to  exhibit  to  the  whole 
World  the  Magnificence  of  the  Court  of  France, 
The  Chineze  are  highly  delighted  with  thefe  feveral 
curious  Pieces  of  Art. 

At  the  bottom  of  this  Court  the  Church  (lands. 
'Tis  feventy-five  Foot  long,  thirty-three  deep,  and 
thirty  high.  The  Infide  of  the  Church  is  compof- 
ed  of  two  Orders  of  Architedure ;  there  being  fix- 
teen  half  Columns  of  each  Order,  covered  with  a 
green  Varnifh.  The  Pedcflals  of  the  inferior  Or- 
der are  of  Marble  ;  thofe  of  the  fuperior  Order  are 
gilt,  as  alfo  the  Capitals,  the  Fillets  of  the  Cor- 
nices*, thofe  of  the  Frize,  and  of  the  Architrave. 
The  Frize  feems  to  be  heightned  with  Ornaments, 
though  thefe  are  only  painted  ;  and  the  reft  of  the 
Members  of  the  whole  Entablature  are  varnifhed 
with  Tints,  in  various  gradations,  in  proportion  as 
they  proje<^.  Between  the  fuperior  Order  are  twelve 
large  Windows,  in  Form  of  a  Crcfcent,  fix  on  each 
Side,  which  makes  the  Church  exceedingly  light. 

Every  part  of  the  Cicling  is  painted.  'Tis  di- 
vided into  three  Parts :  The  middle  one  reprefents 
a  Dome,  quite  open,  of  a  rich  Archite6ture  5  thefe 
being  Marble  Columns,  ilipporting  a  Row  of  Ar- 
cades, with  a  noble  Baluftrade  over  them.  The 
Columns  themfelves  are  fixed  in  another  Baluftrade, 
in  a  beautiful  Tafte  of  Defigning,  with  Vafes  of 
Flowers  very  agreeably  diipofed.  Over  all  is  God 
the  Father,  feated  in  the  Clouds  on  a  groop  of  An- 
gels, and  holding  the  Globe  of  tiie  World  in  his 
Hand. 


V  ¥. 
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'Tis  in  vain  we  afTure  the  Chineze^  that  thefc  fe- 
veral  Things  are  painted  on  a  flat  Superficies,  they 
never  believing  but  that  the  Columns  are  (trait,  as 
they  appear  to  the  Eye.  I'h.e  Lights,  indeed,  are 
fo  happily  difpofed  through  tlie  Arcades  and  Balu- 
llradts,  that  the  Speftator  may  eafily  be  deceived. 
This  Piece  v/as  done  by  Signior  Gheriirdini^  an  Ita- 
lian Painter. 

On  each  Side  of  the  Dome  ape  two  Ovals,  the 
Paintings  of  which  are  very  lively.  The  Altar  is 
painted  as  well  as  the  Cieling.  The  Sides  of  the 
Altar  are  a  Continuation  of  the  Architecture  of  the 
Church  in  Perl'pedlive.  'Tis  pleafant  'enough  to  fee 
the  Chineze  come  forward  to  view  that  part  of  the 
Church,  which  they  imagine  to  be  behind  the  Altar, 
Being  come  to  it,  they  ftop,  draw  back,  advance  a- 
gain  ;  and  then  lay  their  Hands  upon  ir,  to  feel  whe- 
ther fbme  Parts  don't  really  proje6t  more  than  o- 
thers  *. 

The  Altar  is  juftly  proportioned.  When  'tis  a- 
domed  with  the  rich  Prefents  of  our  Monarch, 
brought  by  you  from  Europe^  and  with  which  his 
Majcfty  was  pleafed  to  enrich  the  Church  of  Pe- 
king^ it  then  looks  like  an  Altar  created  by  a  great 
King,  to  the  fole  Sovereign  of  Kings  -f. 

Spite  of  all  our  Endeavours,  the  Church  could 
not  be  opened  till  the  beginning  of  laftZ)£'a;«i^'^r,  and 
it  was  judged  proper  to  perform  the  Ceremony  on  a 
Sunday,  The  reverend  Father  Grimaldi,,  Vifitor  of 
the  Society  in  this  Part  of  the  Eafl^  accompanied 
by  fevcral  other  Miffionaries  of  various  Nations,  gave 
a  folemn  Benedidion  to  the  new  Church.  Twelve 
Catechifts  in  their  Surplices,  carried  the  Crofs, 
the  Candleflicks,  the  Cenfor,  ^c.    Two  Priefls  in 

*  The  Ch'?ieze  are  ignorant  of  Perfpedive. 

•\  Here's  an  Oraton:il  FloL.,.  !  'Tis  well  if  the  Jefuit  did 
not  introdixe  Heaven  on  this  C  dion,  the  better  to  make  his 
Court  to  the  Tcrrcilrial  Mona-  h. 

their 
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their  Stoles  and  Surplices,  walked  on  each  Side  of 
the  Father  who  officiated  •,  the  reft  of  the  MiHlona- 
ries  following  two  and  two,  and  afterwards  a  Croud 
of  Cbrijlians  whom  Devotion  had  drawn  thither. 

The  Benedidlion  being  ended,  the  whole  Con- 
gregation fell  proftrate  before  the  Altar.  The  Fa- 
thers being  drawn  up  in  the  Chancel,  and  all  the 
Chrijiians  in  the  Body  of  the  Church,  ftruck  their 
Foreheads  feveral  Times  againfl:  the  Ground  *. 
Mafs  was  afterwards  folemnized,  with  both  Deacon 
and  Sub-Deacon,  1  "  her  Gerbillon^  who  may  be 
confidered  as  the  Found  of  this  new  Chnrch.  A 
great  Number  of  Chrijiians  received  .'ic  Commu- 
nion on  this  Occafion.  Prayers  were  offered  up  for 
his  MoftChriftian  Majefty,  our  gracious  Benefaflor ; 
and  Mafs  being  ended.  Father  Grimaldi  gave  us 
a  very  pathetic  Sermon.  The  Feftrval  conclu  ied 
with  the  Baptifm  of  a  great  Number  of  Catechu- 
mens, 

Mafs  was  celebrated,  the  Night  of  Chrijlriias  Day, 
with  the  lame  Solemnity,  and  as  great  a  Concourff;  of 
Chrijiians,  Had  not  the  C/&/;/^2:^Mufical  Inftruments, 
(which  have  fi^mething  of  the  rural  Kind)  made 
me  recolledt  py  being  in  a  Foreign  Mifiion,  I 
fhould  have  fancied  myfelf  in  the  middle  of  France^ 
where  our  Religion  is  triumphant.  " 

You  could  fcarce  conceive  how  great  a  Numbet 
of  Perfons  of  Dillindion  have  come  to  fee  this  Edi- 
fice. Thefe  all  fell  proftrate  feveral  Times  before 
the  Altar.  Many  even  get  themfelves  inftruded 
in  our  Religion,  love  it ;  and  confequently  give  us 
Hopes  of  their  one  Day  becoming  Converts. 


■ .  :h'^! 


*  Being  at  Mafs,  one  Sunday^  at  the  great  Carthujlans  in  Va- 
rist  fome  of  the  Fathers  or  Brothers,  did  not  only  llrikc  their 
Heads  againft  the  Ground ;  but  lay  a  confiderable  Time  upon 
their  Bellies,  in  two  Lines ;  a  Sight  that  is  not  a  little  odd  to  an 
hnglijhman, 

Y  4  But 
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But  how  great  muft  be  our  Afflidion,  (reverend 
Father)  Ihould  we  be  fo  unfortunate  as  to  fee  an 
Edifice  deftroyed,  by  which  our  Religion  triumphs 
even  in  the  Palace  of  a  Heathen  Prince !  However, 
this  had  like  10  have  been  the  Cafe,  two  Months  af- 
ter it  was  finilhed,  and  unon  the  following  Occa- 
fion. 

The  1 2  th  of  February  1704,  Brother  Brocard, 
who  makes  Mathematical  Inftruments  at  the  Pa- 
lace of  the  Heir-apparent,  in  all  the  Bitternefs  of 
our  Saviour's  Crols,  was  oruered  to  colour  certain 
Steel- Works,  blue.  The  firft  was  Ihaped  like  a 
Ring ',  the  fecond  reprefented  the  Guard  of  a  Sword, 
and  was  quite  round  ;  the  third  was  fhaped  like  its 
Pommel ;  and  the  fourth  was  a  quadrangular  Point 
very  much  blunted.  It  was  neceflary  for  me  to  be 
fo  very  minute. 

I  happened  to  be  then  in  the  Apartment  where 
Brother  Brocard  'ivas  at  Work,  and  afTifling  im  on 
that  Occafion.  Father  Boiivet^  who  is  our  Inter- 
preter, was  called  thither  alfo ;  when  furveying 
the  feveral  Works  in  Steel,  he  told  me,  that 
he  was  very  much  afraid  they  were  Parts  of  an  In- 
flrument  which  would  be  employed  for  idolatrous 
Purpofes.  I  afked  him  feveral  Times  what  were 
the  Grounds  of  his  Sufpicion,  to  which  he  made  no 
other  Reply,  than  that  he  imagined  they  belonged 
to  the  Scepter  of  an  Idol.  I  then  examined  them 
carefully  myfelf,  but  could  perceive  nothing  except 
certain  Flowers,  not  well  engraved. 

And  now  the  chief  Eunuch  belonging  to  the 
Heir^-apparent  came,  and  ordered  us  to  colour  the 
Steel  with  all  poffible  Difpatch  ;  but  we  conjured 
him  to  reprefent  to  the  Prince,  the  Uneafinefs  it 
was  to  us,  that  we  could  not  poflibly  obey  him,  till 
we  fliould  know  the  Ufe  which  was  to  be  made  of 
the  Pien^  for  fo  this  kind  of  Scepter  is  called,  that 
jiad  been  fent  us ;  we  being  afraid  that  it  belonged 

to 
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to  To  *v  or  fome  other  Idol ;  declaring  that  we 
could  not  work  upon  it,  till  after  we  had  been 
clearly  informed  as  to  this  Particular.  The 

*  Father  du  Halde  having  collefted,  in  his  large  Work  of 
China,  the  moll  curious  Particulars  concerning  the  celebrated  Idol 
Fo,  and  the  Soft  called  by  that  Name,  I  (hall  here  give  the 
Subftance  of  his  Account....  About  fixty-five  Years  (fays  the  fa- 
ther) from  the  Birth  of  Clirill,  the  Emperor  Mingti  introduced 
a  new  Sett  into  China. 

This  Monarch  happening  one  Night  to  have  a  Dream  ;  and 
calling  to  Mind  a  Sentence  of  Confucius,  That  the  moft  holy  ivas 
to  he  found  in  the  Weft,  he  fcnt  F.mbafladors  into  India,  to  find 
out  this  Saint,  and  feek  for  the  true  Law  taught  by  him  there. 
The  Embadkdors  imagining  they  had  found  him  among  the 
Worlhippers  of  the  Idol  F(7,  carried  this  Idol  into  China,  toge- 
ther with  the  Fittions  contained  in  fome  Indian  Books.  This 
Contagion  which  began  in  the  Court,  foon  made  its  Way  into 
the  Provinces,  and  has  fmce  fpread  throughout  the  Empire.  'Tis 
not  well  known  in  what  Part  of  India  this  Idol  was  found. 

The  Chineze  fay  that  Fo  was  born  in  that  Part  of  India,  cal- 
led by  them  Chun^tiencho,  of  which  Country  his  Father  was 
King.  Scarce  was  this  Monfter  feparated  from  his  Mother,  who 
died  foon  after  his  Birth,  but  he  flood  upright,  and  walked  feven 
Paces ;  pointing,  with  one  Hand,  to  the  Heavens ;  and  to  the 
Earth  with  the  other  ;  and  pronouncing  the  following  Words 
dillindly  :  Ko  one  except  myfdf,  either  in  Hewven  or  on  the  Earthy 
ought  to  he  luorjhipped. 

At  feventcen  he  married   three  Wives,    and  had  a  Son.     At 
nineteen  he  forfook  his  Wives,   abandoned  all  Terreftial  Cares, 
and  withdrew  to  a  Solitude,  where  he  put  himfelf  under  the  Di- 
rection of  four  Indian  Philofophers  called  Joguis.     At  thirty  he 
was  wholly  infpired  by  the  Deity,  and  become  Fo,  or  Pagod,  as 
the  Indians  caW  him,  he  conlidering  himfelf  as  a  God.     He  then 
applied  himfelf  wholly  to  the  Propagation  of  his  Doftrines,  the 
Devil  always  aflilling  him  at  a  pinch  ;  Fo,  by  his  Afliftance,  do- 
ing Wonders.     The  Novelty  of  his  Miracles  filled  the  Vulgar 
with  Dread,  and  gained  him   great  Veneration.     The  Chineze 
have  related  thefe  Prodigies  in  feveial  large  Volumes,  and  repre- 
fentedthcm  in  a  Series  of  Figures  or  Defigns.    This  chimerical 
God  won  over  eighty  thoufand  Difciples,  who  infcfted  all  the  Eaft 
with  hjs  impious  Tenets.    The  Chineze  call  thefe  Difciples  Ho- 
chang  ;  the  Tartars^  Lamas ;  the  Siameze*  Talapoins ;  the  Japo- 
neze,  or  rather  the  Europeans,  Bonzes.     Ten  of  thefe  Dilciples 
publilhed  five  Thoufand  Volumes  in  Honour  of  their  Mafter.  This 
God,  notwithftanding  all  his  Boalls,  died  at  feventy  nine  Years 
of  Age,  a  little  before  which  he  vented  the  Poifon  of  Atheifm. 
He  then  told  his  Difciples,  that  he  had  hitherto  fpokcn  to 
them  a^nigmatically  and  in  Parable?,  but  that  he  would  now  re- 
veal the  Myftpry  of  his  Doftrine  to  them.     K^^oio  then  (fays  he\ 
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I'hc  Euniich  protcftcd,    the  Pien  was  only  for 
the  Frince*s  Ufe,  and  not  for  any  Idol.     Yet  give 

me 

that  the  Prifiripin  of  all  TJjings  is  Emptinefs  and  Kothin^ :  jill 
*Ihingi  proceeded  from  Nothing,  and  *will  return  to  it  ;  and  this  is  the 
"End  of  all  our  Hopes,  However,  his  Difcipies  adhered  to  his  firrt 
Words  only,  and  their  Doftrine  is  dircdliy  oppofite  to  Atheifm. 

But  the  laft  Words  of  tnis  Impollor,  laid  the  Foundation  of 
the  celebrated  Diitindion  (of  interior  and  exterior)  into  which 
his  Doftrine  is  divided.  His  Difciples  vented  a  great  Number 
of  Fidlions  after  his  Death  ;  and  ealily  perfuaded  the  ignorant 
Vulgar,  that  their  Mailer  had  been  b(-rn  eight  thoufand  Times  ; 
that  his  Soul  had  paft  luccedlvcly  into  the  Bjdies  of  various  A- 
mals ;  and  that  he  had  appeared  under  the  Figure  of  an  Ape, 
a  Dragon,  an  Elephant,  i}ic.  This  v.as  done  in  order  to  elta- 
blifh  the  Worfhip  of  this  pretended  God,  under  the  Shape  of 
various  Animals ;  and  accordingly  tliefe  feveral  Creatures,  thro' 
which  the  Soul  of  Fo  was  Tiid  to  have  pafTcd,  were  worfliipped 
in  various  Places.  The  Chinex.e  tiiemlelves  built  feveral  Tem- 
ples to  every  Sort  of  Idols,  of  which  vail  Numbers  were  made  in 
all  Parts  of  the  Empire. 

Fo  had  a  favourite  Difciple  called  Mookiaye,  whom  he  charg- 
ed more  particularly  to  propagate  his  Dottrine.  Fo  fpeaks,  in 
one  of  his  Bcoks,  of  a  Mailer  more  antient  than  himfelf,  cal- 
led, by  the  Chineze,  Omito.  This  other  Monller  appeared  in 
the  Kingdom  of  Bengal.  The  Bonzes  declare  iiis  Sanctity 
and  Merit  10  be  fo  great,  that  the  bare  invokmg  him  is  fuf  • 
cient  to  obtain  Pardon  for  the  blackell  Crimes,  for  which  Rea- 
fon  the  Chineze  of  this  Seft  are  continually  repeating  thefe  two 
Names,  Omitot  *  Fo ;  imagining  that,  the  bare  mentioning  of 
thefe  will  purge  from  the  moll  enormous  Sins; 

The  laft  Words  of  F(7,  when  he  was  dying,  gave  rife  to  a 
Seel  of  Atheiils ;  but  moil  of  the  Bonzes  could  not  lay  afide  the 
Prejudices  of  their  Education,  and  ib  perlbvered  in  the  firft  Er- 
rors their  Mafters  had  taught. 

Others  endeavoured  to  reconcile  them,  by  calling  one  the  exterior 
Doi^rinc,  the  other  the  interior.  The  iirlt  was  more  fuitable  to 
the  Capacity  of  the  Vulgar,  and  prepared  their  Minds  for  receiving 
the  fecond,which  wasadaptedonly  to  Perfons  of  an  elevatedCenius. 

This  exterior  Doftrine,  containing  the  Principles  of  the  Mo- 
rality of  the  Bonzes,  is  as  follows :  They  fay,  there  is  a  great 
Difference  between  Good  and  Evil :  That  after  Death  the  Good 
will  be  rewarded,  and  the  wicked  puniflied  :  That  Places  are  ap- 
pointed for  the  Kcfidcnce  of  the  Sculs  of  both  :  That  the  God 
Fot  was  born  to  fave  Mankind,  and  to  lead  thofe  into  the  Paths 
of  Salvation  who  had  ftrayed  trom  it :  That  Fo  expiated  their 
Sins,  and  procured  them  a  happy  Birth  in  the  other  World  : 

That 
*  What  a  <vjhimfical  Effe^  thefe  Sounds  have  in  Englilh. 


yMM 


TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits.      331 

iTje  leave  to  obftrve,  (replied  Father  Boiivct)  that 
this  Pien  very  much  refembles   the  Weapon  ^wcn 

to 

Thnt  five  Precepts  mud  bcobferved  ;  not  to  kill  any  living  Crea- 
ture ;  not  to  take  what  belongs  to  others ;  and  to  abilain 
from  Impurity,    Lying,  and  drinking  of  Wine. 

They  mull  cfpecially  be  careful  to  obferve  certain  charitable 
Works.     Ule  well  the  Bonzes^  (fay  they)  and  furnifli  them  with 
all  the  Neccflaries  of  Life.    Build  Monallerics  and  Temples  for 
them,  in  order  that  they,  by  their  Prayers,  and   the  Penances 
they  impofe  for  the  Expiation  of  Sins,  may  free  yoa  from  con- 
dign Puniflimenr.     Burn,  at  the  Obfequics  of  your  Relations, 
Silver  and  Gilt  Paper,  and  Silken  Garment?,   all  which   will  be 
changed,  in  the  other  World,  to  Gold,  Silver  and    real  Habits. 
Thus  your  dead  Relations  will  no:  want  any  NecefTaries,  but 
have  wherewithal  to  reconcile  the  eighteen  Guardians  of  the   in- 
fanal  Regions,  who,  was  it  not  for  thofe  Bribes,    would  be   in- 
exorable ;  and  fhould  you  negleft  thofe  Commands,  you  are  to 
expedl  nothing,  after  Death,  but  the  moil  cruel  Torments ;  and 
your  Soul  (hall  pafs,    by  a  long  Succefiion  of  Tranfmigrations, 
into  the  Bodies  of  the  vileft  Animals ;    and  you  fhall  re-appear 
under  the  Form  of  a  Mule,  a  Horfe,  a  Dog,    a  Rat,  or  other 
Hill  more  contemptible  Animal.     The  dread  of  thefe  Chimeras, 
has  a  furprifing  Influence  over  the  Minds  of  the  Chinczc.     Fa- 
ther le  Comti  gives  an  odd  Inftance  of  this,  in  a  dying    Chi77eze, 
who  imagined  that,  after  Death,  he  fhould  animate  one  of  the 
Emperor's  Poll  Horfes,  in  Gratitude  for  a  Penfion  that  M  narch 
had  given  him  during  Life.     The  Bonzes,   who  fo  induftrioufly 
propagate  the  'illy  Doftrine  of  Tranfmigration,  gain  very  con- 
fiderable  Advantages  by  it.     Tis  of  great  Service  to   them,  for 
the  better  carrying  on  their  deceitful  Tricks,  by  which  they  gain 
many  charitable  Contributions. 

As  thefe  Bonzes  are  born  among  the  Dregs  of  the  People, 
and  are  maintained,  from  their  Infancy,  in  an  idle  Profeflion, 
this  Doftrine  is  of  Ufe  to  enforce  the  Artifices  employed  by  them, 
in  order  to  excite  the  Liberality  of  the  Weak  and  Superllitious, 
of  which  Father  le  Comte  gives  the  following  plealant  Rela- 
tion. **  Two  Bonzes  fpying,  in  the  Yard  of  a  rich  Peafant, 
two  or  three  Ducks  before  the  Door,  began  to  figh  and  weep 
bitterly.  The  Millrefs  of  the  Houfe  feeing  them  from  her 
Chamber,  came  and  asked  the  Reafon  of  their  Sorrov/.  We 
know  (laid  they)  that  the  Souls  of  our  Fathers  animate  the 
Bodies  of  thefe  Ducks  ;  and  the  Fear  we  are  under  of  your 
killing  them,  '.vili  certainly  make  us  pine  away  with  Grief. 
I  was  determined,  replied  the  Woman,  to  fell  them  ;  but 
prcmife,  as  they  are  your  Farentf,  to  keep  them  as  Jong  as 
they  live. 

But 
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to  certain  Genii  of  a  fuperior  Kind  ;  and  to  which, 
I  believe,  the  cojnmon  People  afcribc  the  Power  of 

defending 
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**  But  this  was  not  what  the  Bonzes  wanted,  for  which  Ret- 
fon  they  added  :  Poflibly  your  Husband  will  not  be  (o  hu- 
mane as  yourfelf;  and  yeu  may  be  aflured  that  any  Accident 
which  fhall  befall  them,  will  not  fail  of  being  fatal  to  us. 
**  In  Ihort,  after  much  Difcourfe  had  pafled  between  them, 
the  good  Woman  was  fo  much  afTedled  with  their  feeming 
Grief,  that  flie  gave  them  the  Ducks  to  take  Care  of  They 
took  them  very  refpedfully,  after  making  many  Proteftations ; 
when  they  and  their  Brethren  feuAed  upon  them  that  very 
Evening." 

['Tis  very  plcafant  to  hear  the  Jcfu'tts  cenfiire  the  Cheats  of  the 
Bonzest  and  tell  fuch  a  Story,  when  they  tiiemfelves  are  accufed 
of  the  like  hypocritical  Pra£ticcs.] 

Thefe  People  are  difperfed  up  and  down  the  whole  Empire, 
and  brought  up  in  this  Trade  from  their  Infancy.  To  prefervc 
their  Seft,  they  purchafe  Children  of  feven  or  eight  Years  old, 
of  whom  they  make  young  Bonxts,  inflrufting  them  in  their 
Myfteries,  fifteen  or  twenty  Years:  However,  they  ate  com- 
monly very  ignorant*  and  few  of  them  underftand  the  Doftrlnes 
of  their  own  Se£l. 

Thei?*«2:rjare  of  different  Degrees,  fomecolleft  Alms  ;  others 
(who  are  few)  are  Men  of  feme  Learning,  an  J  thefe  endeavour 
to  infinuate  themfelves  into  the  good  Graces  of  the  Mandarins ; 
and  a  third  Sort,  who  are  far  advanced  in  Years,  prefide  over  the 
AfTemblies  of  Women,  of  which  there  are  not  many.  They 
have  no  regular  Hierarchy  ;  but  there  are  Superiors  among  them 
called  Tahochang^  or  great  Bonzes.  Monalleries  of  the  Bonzes 
are  found  every  where. 

In  every  Province  are  certain  Mountains  on  which  Idol-Tem- 
ples are  built,  and  thefe  are  very  much  vifited  by  Pilgrims. 
Thofe  who  cannot  undertake  thefe  Pilgrimages,  get  their  Friends 
to  purcl.::fe,  from  the  Bonzes^  a  large  printed  Sheet  of  Paper, 
in  the  middle  of  which  is  the  Figure  of  the  God  Foi  and,  upon 
his  Garment,  and  round  about,  a  great  many  Circles  are  drawn* 
with  other  Superllitions. 

The  Votaries  invite  the  Bonzes,  from  Time  to  Time,  to  come 
and  pray  in  the  Temple;  and  to  ratify  the  Circles  drawn  by 
them.  Thefe  being  carried  in  a  Box  at  a  Funeral,  are  called, 
Paflports  for  travelling  from  this  Life  to  the  next,  and  the  Bon- 
zes are  paid  a  great  Price  for  them. 

Many  of  the  Temples  of  thefe  falfe  Gods,  are  famous  for 
their  Beauty  and  Magnificence,  as  well  as  for  the  monftrous 
Shapes  of  the  Idols  lodged  in  them,  to  which  the  fuperlUtious 
Chifteze  pay  all  imaginable  Reverence.     As  the  fole  View  of  the 

I  Bonzes 
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defending  from  evil  Spirits.  Now,  according  to 
our  Religion,  were  we  to  work  at  Tuch  Inftrumcnts, 

we 

/?»»««  is  to  get  Money  ;  and  as  they  really  fprung  from  the 
Dregs  of  the  People,  they  are  perfeftly  well  verfed  in  the  Art 
of  Cringing.  They  affcrt  fuch  a  Miidnefs,  Complaifance,  Hu- 
mility andModefty,  as  deceive  at  firll  Sight.  The  Cifineze,  whofe 
Penetration  goes  no  farther  than  the  Oatfide,  take  them  for 
Saints.  (This  muH  be  uiiderllood  only  of  the  Vulgar  ;  Perfonsof 
Figure  and  Eminence  in  that  Empire  laugh,  as  I  am  told,  at  the 
Superftitions  of  the  Populace  ;)  cfpecially  when  they  join  rigo- 
rous Falling  ;  rife  up  icvcral  Times  in  tlie  Ni^ht  to  worfhip  Fa; 
and  feem  to  facriHce  themfelves,  in  fome  Meafure,  for  the  good 
of  the  Public. 

[Would  not  one  imagine  that  the  Jefuits  themfelves  had  fat  for 
this  Pidlure,  as  drawn  by  their  Enemies !]  To  ;xcite  the  Com  ■ 
paffionand  Liberality  of  the  Vulgar,  fome  will  fallen  their  Tfeck 
and  Feet  to  heavy  Chains,  above  thirty  Foot  long,  and  drag 
thefe  along  the  Streets ;  whild  other;,  by  beating  their  He^ds  un- 
mercifully againlt  huge  Stones,  make  their  Bodies  all  over  Blood. 
Father  /e  Comie  tells  us  a  whimfical  Story  of  a  young  Bonze  who 
(hut  himfelf  up  in  a  clofe  Chair,  which  two  Men  carried  up  and 
down,  and  was  Huck  full  of  iharp-pointed  Nails,  heferio;;  ihefe 
to  the  Superflitious ;  and  pretending  that  he  had  been  fhii'  up  in  it 
for  the  good  of  their  Souls,  and  would  not  go  out  of  it  till  all 
the  Nails  were  purchafed. 

Thefe  Bonzes  v\(it  all  forts  of  Perfons  in  order  to  procure  Alms, 
and  when  they  go  to  the  Aflemblies  of  Women,  are  always 
headed  by  a  Grand  BonZe^  who  is  dillinguiihed  by  hii  Habit, 
and  the  Refpedl  which  is  paid  him  by  the  reft.  The  Bonzes  gee 
very  confiderably  by  thefe  Affemblies. 

[Thefe  Bonzes  refemble  in  many  Refpefts,  the  Orders  of  Mendi- 
cant Friars,  the  Brothers  of  which,  as  I  myfelf  have  feen,  come 
boldly  into  Houfes,  and  there  ask  Alms  in  the  mod  prefiing 
Manner.  When  I  was  in  Pan's,  a  jolly  ^fOfher  belonging  to 
the  Capuchins  of  Meudon,  having  met  with  good  Encouragement 
at  our  Hotel,  vifited  it  regularly  once  a  Week.  As  we  at  lall 
grew  weary  of  his  Intrulion,  we  told  him  (as  he  ruihad  in  one 
Day  whihl  we  were  at  Dinnt;)  that  v\ c  had  no  more  to  give : 
However,  we  could  not  prevail  with  him  to  leave  the  Room,  till 
we  abfolutely  allured  him  (though  very  falfely)  that  we  had  no- 
thing to  bellow,  and  inunded  to  quarter  ourlelves  upon  his 
Convent.] 

On  the  Day  of  the  FemaleAflemblies  abovemcntioned,  an  antient 
Bonze,  who  is  Prefident,  comes,  and  lings  Anthems  to  Fo>  The  Vota- 
ries join  in  the  Concert ;  and  al(er  crying  aloud  0  mitot  ¥o\  and 
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we  fhoiild  be  guilty,  in  the  Eye  of  Heaven,  of  a 
very  great  Crime,  and  the  Prince  is  too  jull  to  force 
us  on  this  Occafion.  The 

beating  on  fome  fmall  Kettles,  they  fit  down,  and  feaft  them- 
felves.     This  is  only  the  ordinary  Ceremony. 

On  the  more  folemn  Days,  the  Houfe  is  adorned  with  feveral 
Idols,  placed  in  Order  by  the  Bonzes ;  and  with  many  grotefque 
Paintings,  reprefenting  the  Torments  of  Hell,  The  Prayers 
and  Feafting  laft  feven  Days,  the  Grand  Bonze  being  aflifled  by 
many  other  Bonzes. 

Their  chief  Care  during  thefe  feven  Days,  is  to  prepare  and 
confecrate  Treafures  for  the  next  Life.  For  this  Purpofe  they 
build,  with  painted  and  gilt  Paper,  the  feveral  Apartments  of  a 
complete  Houfe,  which  they  fill  with  a  great  Number  of  Pafte- 
board  Boxes,  painted  and  varnifhed.  Thefe  Boxes  contain  In- 
gots of  Gold  and  Silver,  or  to  fpeak  more  properly,  of  Gilt 
Paper,  of  which  there  are  many  Hundreds ;  thefe  being  defign- 
ed  to  redeem,  from  the  dreadful  Punilhments  infliiled  by 
the  Monarch  of  the  infernal  Regions,  fuch  as  come  empiy- 
handed.  A  Score  of  thefe  Papers  are  laid  by  themftlves  to  bribe 
the  Officers  of  the  gloomy  King;  the  Remainder,  as  well  as 
the  Houfe,  is  to  pay  for  Lodging,  Boarding  and  purchafingfome 
Office  in  the  other  World.  All  thefe  little  Boxes  are  faftned 
with  Paper-Padlocks :  Then  the  Doors  of  the  Paper- Houfe  are 
ihut,  and  locked  faft. 

When  the  Woman  who  has  been  at  this  Expence  dies,  they  burn 
the  Houfe  in  a  very  ferious  Manner;  then  confume  the  Keys  of 
the  Houfe,  and  of  the  fmall  Cherts,  that  fhe  may  open  them  ea- 
fily,  and  take  out  the  Gold  and  Silver ;  they  believing  that  the 
Gilt  Paper  will  be  turned  into  fine  Silver  and  Gold,  which  v/ill 
eafily  bribe  Ten'vang,  the  infernal  King. 

[May  we  not  very  naturally  confider  thefe  Edifices  as  fo  many 
Baby-Houfes,  and  fuch  Chineze  Women  as  ufs  them,  as  no  bet- 
ter than  Children  ?] 

The  Exercife  of  Religion  is  free,  and  thefe  Feafts  are  folem- 
nized  at  Pleafurc.  On  thefe  Occafions  the  Bonzes  give  nothing 
but  good  Words,  they  promifing  long  Life,  great  Honours  to 
the  Children  of  the  Family,  vail  Treafures  in  this  World,  and 
exquifite  Felicity  in  the  next.  Thefe  Idols  are  to  be  feen  every 
where,  and  are  perpetually  invoked  by  the  blind  Chineze. .  .  . 

[Thus  Idols,  efpecially  of  the  Virgin,  are  eiedlcd  every  where 
in  Roniijh  Countries,  and  worfliipped.] 

There  alio  are  Aflemllies  of  Men  called  Fajlersy  in  every  one 
of  which  is  a  Superior,  who  has  a  great  Number  of  Difciples 
under  him.  Such  as  are  induftrious,  and  have  gained  fome  Re- 
putation, may  eafily  attain  to  this  Dignity.  Some  old  Manu- 
Icripts  are  preftrvcd,  filled  with  impious   Pra}ers,  which  none 

bat 
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The  Eunuch,  who  knew  very  little  of  the  Chris- 
tian Religion,  and  was  cxafperated  at  our  Oppofi- 

tion, 

but  the  Head  of  the  Family  can  read.  On  the  Days  appoint- 
ed for  the  AfTembly,  all  the  Difciples  have  Notice  to  appear, 
and  no  Perfon  dares  ftay  away.  I'he  Superior  fcating  himfelf 
in  the  Hall,  all  the  Perfons  fall  proltrate  before  him,  and  then 
place  themfeives  to  the  right  and  left  in  two  Lines.  Thefe  Fajlers 
then  fay  the  impious  Prayers  in  queltion,  fit  down  at  Table, 
and  eat  immoderately.  TheCc  C/:iT:eze  Fa/hrs,  indeed,  abftain, 
all  their  Life-time,  from  Flefti,  Filh,  Wine,  Onions^ 
Garlic,  and  every  Thing  that  heats ;  but  then  they  feed  very 
plentifully  upon  other  Provifions.  This  kind  of  Abftinence  is 
not  very  difficult  to  a  Cbineze,  Multitudes  of  them  being  ob- 
liged to  live  upon  Rice  and  Herbs,  becaufe  they  have  not  Mo- 
ney to  purchafe  Flefh 

[Thefe  Chi.teze  Tajlers  are  like  fome  Orders  of  Friars,  who 
faft  by  eating  gluttonoufly  of  Fi(h.]  Every  Difciple  pays  the 
Su^-erior  fomething  on  the  Days  of  Meeting,  which  amounts  to 
a  confiderable  Sum  in  the  Year.  Thefe  Bonzes  employ  every 
Artifice,  to  impofe  upon  the  Credulity  of  the  Vulgar. 

Thus  far  vvith  Regard  to  the  exterior  Doftrine  of  Fo.  To 
come  to  the  interior,  (which  is  communicated  to  few  even  of  the 
Bonzes)  'twas  that  taught  by  Fo  in  his  lalt  Moments,  and  which 
his  favourite  Difciples  took  Care  to  explain  and  propagate.  This  ri- 
diculous Syftem  is  as  follows  :  It  teaches,  that  z.Facuumy  or  No- 
thing, is  the  Principle  of  all  Things ,  our  firft  Parents  coming  from, 
and  returning  to  it :  That  the  Vacuum  constitutes  our  Being  and 
Subilance;  that  all  Things  proceed  from  nothing  and  the  Ele- 
ments, and  will  return  to  nothing  :  That  all  Beings  differ  from 
one  another  only  by  their  Shape  and  Qualities,  in  like  manner  as 
Snow,  Ice,  and  Hail,  differ  from  each  other ;  and  in  the  fame 
Manner  as  Men  make  a  Lion,  a  Horfe,  or  any  other  Creature, 
of  the  fame  Metal,  which   lofing  their  Shapes  and  Qualities, 

again  become  the  fame  uniform  Mafs 

Part  of  what  follows  fecms  borrowed,  in  fome  Meafure,  from, 
the  Quieiifts....  All  Beings,  animate  and  inanimate,  tho' differing 
in  their  Qualities  and  Figures,  are  only  the  fame  Thing  fpring- 
ing  from  the  fame  Principle.  This  Principle  is  a  moll  admi- 
rable Thing,  exceedingly  puie,  fimple,  free  from  Change,  and 
the  Perfection  of  all  Beings.  'Tis  fupremely  perfcdt,  ever  at 
Reft,  without  Energy,  Power,  or  Underttanding,  in  the  Want 
of  which  its  Effence  confilh.  To  live  happily,  we  muft  llrive 
perpetually,  by  Meditatioui  and  frequent  Victories  over  ourfelves, 
to  become  like  this  Principle  ;  and,  for  this  Purpofe,  accullom 
ourfelves  to  do  nothing,  to  defiie  nothing,  to  perceive  nothing, 
to  think  on  nothirg.     'Ihere  i^  no  Difpute  or  Contell  concerning 
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tion,  inftead  of  anfwering  Father  Bouvet's  Scru- 
ple, called  us  a  parcel  of  obftinate,  ungrateful 
"Wretches.  He  even  endeavoured  wich  great 
Warmth  to  prove,  that  we  ought  not  to  refufe 
working,  but  to  obey  the  Prince's  Command,  tho* 
the  Scepter  fhould  be  defigned  for  Fo.  That  as  the 
Emperor  had  been  fo  gracious  to  us ;  and  this  at  a 
Time  when  he  had  given  us  leave  to  build,  even  in  the 
Inclofure  of  his  Palace,  a  Church  in  Honour  of  our 
God  ;  it  was  Ihocking  in  us  to  refufe,  out  of  a  ridi- 
culous Scruple,  to  gratify  the  Prince  his  Son  in  a 
Trifle.  Then  threatning  us,  in  Cafe  we  (till  con- 
tinued obftinate,  he  fet  before  us  the  fatal   Confe- 


Virtues  or  Vices,  Rewards  or  Punifiiments,  Providence  and  the 
Immortality  of  the  Soul.  All  Holinefs  confilts  in  ceafing  to  be, 
and  in  being  fwallowM  up  by  non-entity.  The  nearer  we  approach 
to  the  Nature  of  a  Stone,  or  the  Trunk  of  a  Tree,  the  more 
perfeft  we  are.  In  a  Word,  Virtue  and  Happinefs  confift  in  an 
Annihilation  of  all  the  Faculties  both  of  Soul  and  Body  ;  and  a 
Man  who  has  once  attained  to  this  happy  State,  has  no  further 
Viciffitudes  or  Tranfmigrations  to  fear,  becaufe  he  is  properly 
nothing ;  or,  if  he  is  any  Thing,  he  is  happy;  and  to  fay  all  in 
one  Word,  is  perfedlly  like  the  God  Fa. 

This  Doftrine  meets  with  Followers,  evenat  Court ;  but  it  has 
been  oppofed  by  moil  of  the  Learned,  and  particularly  by  Poei 
gueiy  a  zealous  Difciple  of  Confucius.  He  proved  that  this 
-Apathy,  or  rather  monllrous  Stupidity,  over-turn*d  all  Society, 
both  moral  and  civil :  That  Man  is  raifed  above  other  Beings 
only  by  his  reafoning  Faculties,  and  his  Application  to  the  Know- 
ledge and  Pradlice  of  Virtue  i  that  to  afpire  after  this  filly  In- 
ai^ivity,  is  renouncing  the  moft  cfTentinl  Daties ;  abolilhing  the 
neceflary  Relation  of  Father  and  Son,  Hufband  and  Wife,  Prince 
and  Subjedl ;  and  that  if  this  Doftrinc  was  to  be  follovv'd,  it 
wouM  reduce  the  feveral  Individuals  of  a  Country  to  a  Condition 
much  inferior  to  that  of  Brutes... . 

Whether  the  JeJ  Us  may  have  afcrib'd  Tenets  or  Praftices  to 
i^^BonzeS  which  are  not  jaft,  I  (hall  leave  to  the  Determination 
of  the  Reader ;  the  Fathers  in  qucilion  being  but  too  apt  to  new 
drefs  all  Articles  where  Religion  isconcem'd. 

All  Sorts  of  Opinions  an<l  Seds  are  tolerated  in  Chinas  which 
is  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  the  Fear  the  Government  is  under 
ofcauiing  Commotions;  or  becauie  many  of  the  Learned  arc 
Friends,  fecretly,  to  thefe  Opinions. 
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quences  with  which  our  Difobcdience  might  be  at- 
tended. 

We  anfwered,  that  our  Lives  were  in  the  Hands 
of  the  Kmpero",  of  whole  Favours  we  retained  the 
deepcfi:  Scnfe  •,  and  that  we  were  obliged  to  him  in 
an  efpccial  M\n,i?rfor  proteding  our  holy  Law, 
that  wc  fliould  be  ready  on  any  other  Occafion  to 
obey  him,  as  we  had  hitherto  done,  whatever  Ha- 
zard we  might  run  -,  that  we  thought  it  was  doing 
us  too  great  an  Honour,  to  accept  of  our  Services-, 
but  then,  that  we  could  never  be  prevailed  upon 
to  do  any  Thing  forbidden  by  our  pure  and  holy 
Religion,  though  we  fliould  thereby  incur  his  Dif- 
plcafure,  and  cxpofe  ourfelves  to  the  mod  cruel 
Torments. 

The  Eunuch,  after  our  making  {q  exprcfs  a  De- 
claration, had  Recourfe  to  gentle  Arguments,  in 
Hopes  of  moving  us.  He  told  Father  Bouvety  that 
we  might  depend  on  the  Truth  of  what  he  faid  *, 
and  that  the  Pi.n  in  queilion,  was  not  defigned  for 
Fo,  or  any  other  Idol.  A  Perlbn  who  accompani- 
ed the  Enunch,  whifpered  to  me,  and  faid,  that 
the  Eunuch  had  told  me  nothing  but  the  Truth ; 
and  afllired  me  that  the  Emperor  himfclf  had  julh 
fuch  another.  As  we  knew  that  the  MarJarius  pay 
an  implicit  Obedience  to  all  the  Commands  of  the 
Prince,  as  well  as  the  Emperor,  we  thought  it  but 
proper  to  make  fome  farther  Enquiry.  Upon  this, 
I  myfclf  told  them,  that  fmce  the  Scepter  belonged 
to  the  Prince,  no  Perfon  knew  better  what  was  to 
be  done  with  it;  that  his  Hidinefs  might  foon  re- 


move our  Scruples ;  that  provided  he  would  conde- 
fcend  to  tell  us  the  Life  for  which  he  had  defigned 
it*,  and  give  us  hi:;  Word,  that  neither  himfelf,  nor 
the  Ch'meze  confuicred  this  Infi'rument  as  inveiled 
with  any  pariicular  Virtue,  the  Fathers  would  obey 
his  Commands  that  Inftanr.  Wc  were  fo  tirmiy 
perfuaded  the  Prince  would  not  aucrc  a  I\ilfuy, 
Vol.  II.  Z  Uiac 
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that  we  refolved  to  comply  immediately,  provided 
his  Anfwer  fhould  be  agreeable  to  us. 

You  are  very  bold,  replied  the  Eunuch,  to  afl^ 
fuch  a  Queftion  ;  faying  which,  he  Jeft  us,  and 
went  and  made  his  Report  to  the  Prince.  All  who 
heard  what  had  paft,  concluded  we  were  undone. 
Some  Time  after,  we  were  commanded  to  go  to 
the  Palace  to  fliow  the  Reafons  of  cur  late  Behavi- 
our •,  and  were  treated  fo  roughly  by  mod  of  the 
Officers  in  our  Way  to  it,  that  it  was  fuppofed  we 
fhould  be  ill  received  by  the  Prince.  I  arrived 
firll ;  and  the  Inftant  I  came  into  his  Prefencc,  pro- 
flrated  myfelf  as  ufual.  He  was  ftanding  at  the 
Entrance  of  his  Apartment,  furrounded  by  his 
Courtiers,  when  looking  upon  ine  with  an  Air  of 
Indignation  and  Anger:  *'  Muft  I  (fays  he)  be 
obliged  to  ifliie  out  my  Orders  with  my  own 
Mouth,  before  I  can  be  obeyed?  Do  you 
know  what  Punifhment  would  attend  your  Dif- 
obedience,  fiiould  you  fuffer  the  rigour  of  the 
*'  Law?'*  Then,  direfling  himfelf  to  Father  Bou- 
*vet  who  flood  behind  mc :  "  Do  you  know  this 
Weapon  ?  (lays  he  j)  'tis  the  Pien  I  myfelf  ufe, 
and  'twas  made  for  me  only.  'Tis  not  for  Foy  nor 
any  of  tlie  Genii  •,  and  no  one  afcribes  any  parti- 
*'  cuhr  Virtue  to  this  Inflrument.  Is  not  this  fuffici- 
*'  ent  to  remove  all  your  ill-grounded  Scruples  ?  *' 

Father  Bouvei  thought  he  might  be  permitted  to 
fet  forth  the  Rcafon  of  his  Scruples,  without  offend- 
ing the  Prince  •,  when  the  latter  being  perfuaded 
that  the  Father  doubted  his  Veracity,  fpoke  to  him 
in  Terms  of  Anger  and  Indignation.  The  Prince 
then  fent  the  Father  to  the  ilall,  where  dramatic 
Pieces  are  adlcd,  in  order  that  he  might  fee  exaflly 
fuch  Scepreis  in  the  Hands  of  the  Players,  who 
were  juft  going  to  piMform.  Let  iiim  now  judge 
(iays  the  Prince)  whether  this  be  a  religious  Inflru- 
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ment,    fincc  we  ufe  it   in  our  Theatrical   Perfor- 
mances. 

Father  Bouvet  being  returned,  the  Prince  afl<[ed 
him  whether  he  was  fatfsfied.  The  Father  replied, 
that  he  i'aw  plainly  this  Pien  might  be  applied  to 
various  Ufcs ;  but  as  he  had  read,  in  fome  Hiftory 
of  China,  that  fuch  Inftruments  had  been  employ- 
ed in  Praflices  which  our  Religion  abominates,  he 
therefore  might  juUly  fear  that  this  was  one  of 
them ;  and  that  the  common  People  alfo  might 
groOy  imagine  thefe  Inftruments  poffeflfed  fome  in- 
herent Virtue. 

Thefe  lad  V/ords  of  Father  Bouvet,  very  much 
exafperated  the  Prince,  He  imagined  that  the 
MiflTionary  intended  to  oppofe,  to  his  Authority, 
that  of  a  Novel  or  Romance,  or  of  fome  mean,  in- 
figniikant  Perfon.  "  Can  you,  (fays  he  with  a 
^'  fevere  1  one  of  Voice)  who  are  a  Foreigner,  be 
better  acquainted  with  the  Sentiments  and  Cuf- 
toms  of  the  C/^/;z6:^.^,  than  myfelf;  and  than  all 
"  thole  who  have  made  it  their  whole  Study  from 
their  Infancy.  Now  I  affirm,  that  neither  myfelf, 
nor  the  Chineze,  acknowledge  any  particular  Vir- 
tue in  this  fort  of  Scepter'*,  and  that  none  refem- 
bling  it  is  ufed  for  Idols.  As  I  take  upon  me  to 
affirm  this,  what  an  ill-timed  Scruple  do  you- 
fhow,  in  refufing  to  work  at  it,  in  Oppofition  to 
my  Orders  ?  Bccaufe  Fo  and  the  reft  of  the  Idols, 
are  reprefented  drefled,  does  this  prevent  your 
going  cloathed.f^  Don't  you  yourfelves  build 
Temples  to  your  God,  though  others  are  raifed  in 
"  Honour  of  various  Idols  1?  I  don't  blame  you  for 
"  adhering  fo  zealoully  to  your  Religion  ;  your  on- 
ly Fault,  is,  in  perfifting  fo  obftinately  in  Mat- 
ters you  don't  underftand  *'* 
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*  This  Argr.ment  Tens  jufl;  and  I  believe  few  will  wonder 
at  the    fr.iiCt's  A  iger  un  ths  Occafion.     However,  as  People 
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The  Prince  then  withdrew,  to  go  and  infornn  the 
Emperor  of  what  had  parted.  At  the  fame  Time 
he  commanded  all  the  Mirtionaries  of  the  three 
Churches  in  Peking  to  be  fent  for.  I  was  fur  prized, 
and  ftiall  ever  be  fo,  when  I  reflecfl:,  that  notwith- 
flanding  this  idolatrous  Prince  was  fo  vaftly  angry, 
he  yet  did  not  fpeak  ever  fo  little  difrefpedlly  of  the 
Chriftian  Law  ;  though  the  only  Reafon  we  had  to 
offer,  was,  our  fear  of  violating  it  •,  a  manifeft  Proof 
that  he  entertained  a  high  Efteem  for  our  holy  Re- 
ligion. 

As  it  was  very  late,  we  were  fent  back  Home, 
Father  Bouvet  excepted,  who  was  ordered  to  flay. 
Thus  he  was  now  a  Prifoner,  in  fome  Meafure-, 
and  fpent  the  whole  Night,  which  was  exceedingly 
cold,  in  a  Hut  raifed  of  Rufhes,  to  which  he  was 
permitted  to  retire. 

On  the  Morrow,  fome  Perfons  came  and  told 
me,  that  Father  Bouvet  was  fentenced  to  the  Pu- 
nifliment  inflidted  on  Slaves.  I  anfwered,  that  it 
would  be  a  Happinefs  for  him  to  die,  rather  than 
wrong  his  Confciencc  ;  but  that,  in  Cafe  he  fhould 
be  puniihed,  as  three  Ferfons  were  concerned  in  this 
Crime,  Jutlice  required  that  all  fliould  fuffer  for  it. 
At  the  fame  Time  I  fpied  the  Princess  Eunuch, 
who  was  come  to  afk.  us,  m  his  Name,  whether  So' 
kmon*s  Scepter,  engraved  on  his  Watch-Cafe,  was 
not  the  fame  with  the  Inftrument  in  queftion  ? 
Your  Monarchs  (lays  he)  life  a  Pien^  and  you 
approve  they  fiiould  do  fo  ;  and  yet  you  are  fcan- 
*'  dalized  at  that  of  the  Prince  :  Whence  can  this 
"  Difterence  arife  ?  '*  I  told  him  the  Ufes  to  which 
the  Scepter  of  our  Monarchs  was  applied  ;  and  ex- 
plained the  Hiflory  of  the  Judgment  of  Solomonytn- 

dlffer  exceedingly  in  Opinion,  feme  will  pofllbly  think  the 
Priiice  diicoi/ei'd  a  V/eaknefsi  in  not  making  the  MiiTionaries  in- 
itantly  feci  tiie  moli  levcie  EfFetfts  of  his  Refentmenc  ;  whilft 
othei-b  may  au  tlaud  his  giCatTempin-  and  xMcdcratiojn. 
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graved  on  the  Watch-Cafe  in  queftion.  In  fine, 
the  MifTionaries  of  the  three  Cluirches  arrived  a- 
boL3t  Eight  o'clock,  having  been  before  informed, 
by  Father  Gerhillon^  of  all  tiiat  had  pafled. 

The  Mandarin  nam'd  1'chao*^  who  had  been  fo 
ferviccable  in  procuring  us  the  Edidl  for  tolerating 
tht  Chriftian  Religion  throughout  the  whole  Empire, 
afiembled  us  in  a  Place  at  fome  Didance  from  the 
Prince's  Apartments.  There,  in  Prefence  of  the 
chief  Eunuch,  and  of  feveral  other  Perfons,  he  ad- 
drcfied  us  in  thefe,  or  the  like  Words :  "  You 
"  have  kindled  the  Anger  of  the  mofb  humane 
"  Prince  living.  He  has  commanded  me  to  pro- 
fecuce  Father  Bouchct^  as  guilty  of  High  Trea- 
fo:T,  v<ith  the  utmoft  Severity.  If  you  don't 
attone  lor  it,  I  myfelf  will  go  and.indid:  thePri- 
foner  in  the  Criminal  Court,  where  he  fliall  be 
tried  and  punifh'd  in  all  the  Rigour  of  the  Law. 
Ycu  are  Foreigners ;  you  are  prorefled  only  by 
the  Clemency  of  the  Emperor,  who  tolerates 
your  Religion  becauf-i  It  is  really  good,  and  per- 
mits nothing  but  what  is  juil  and  rational.  What 
"  Flonours  and  Poflefllons  has  he  not  beftow'd 
upon  you,  both  at  Court,  and  in  the  Provinces? 
And  yet  Father  Boirjet  has  been  fo  infolent  as  to 
contradict  the  Heir-apparent ;  and.  Spite  of  the 
AfTurances  and  Informations  he  was  pleas'd  to 
give  him,  he  flill  perfifts  in  his  Opinion,  in  Op- 
pofition  to  that  of  the  Prince,  as  tho'  he  fuf- 
pedled  his  Candour  and  Veracity.  But  be  you 
yourfelves  the  Judges  of  his  Crime,  and  of  the 
Punifhment  he  dtferves.  What  think  you  of  it, 
"  Father  Grimaldi?  As  you  are  the  Superior,  do 
*'  you  anfwer  in  the  Name  of  your  Brethren.  '* 

The  Father,  who  expeded  thefe  Reproaches,  after 
weighing  every  Thing  maturely,  had  difapprov'd 
of  Father  Boucbel's  too  obftinate  Refiftance ;  and 
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therefore  replied,  "  that  he  had  acled  very  impru- 
*'  dently,  in  oppoHng  the  Prince's  Tcftimony  and 
Authority  •,  whence  he  had  rendered  hirnfelf  un- 
worthy of  ever  appearing  before  his  Majefty  and 
his  Highnefs.''  * 
The  Mandarhi^  without  faying  any  Thing  far- 
ther to  father  GrimaUi,  dircded  hirnfelf  to  Fatlier 
Bouvet^    and    fpoke  thus :     "  The  Heir-apparent 
fwears  upon  his  Honour,  that  the  Inflrumcnt  in 
'  qucftion  is  not  the  Scepter  of  Fo,  nor  that  of  any 
of  the  Genii  ;  and  to  prove  it  was  not,  he  drew  a 
Crofs  upon  the  Ground,  and  fwore  by  that  Crofs". 
Father  Bouvet  anfwered,    "  That  he  fubmitted  his 
"  Judgment  to  that  of  the  Prince.     If  you  own 
your  Fault  freplied  the  Mandarin)  ftrike  your 
Forehead  againft  the  Ground,    as  an  Acknow- 
ledgment of  your  Guilt".     The  Father  obeyed 
that  Moment,  and  the  Mandarin  went  and  made 
his  Report  to  the  Emptor. 

We  praifed  God,  tor  the  public  Tef^imony  which 
this  Mandarin  had  given  with  regard  to  our  holy 
Religion,  in  the  Name  of  the  Emperor,  and  of  the 
Prince  his  Son  (we  knowing  that  this  Miniller  had 
not  fpoke  thus  merely  from  his  own  Authority  ;) 
a  Teilimony  which  we  would  gladly  have  purchased 
at  the  Price  cf  our  Blood.  This  Courtier,  who 
continued  an  Infidel  merely  out  of  fecular  Views, 
made  all  poffible  Advantage  of  this  Teltimony,  with 
which  he  knew  we  were  infinitely  touched.  Not 
fiuisfied  v'ith  this  fingle  Declaration,  he  repeated  it 
aloud  •,  and  with  inch  an  Air  and  Tone  of  Voice, 

*  Father  Grmaldi  feems  to  hive  been  a  good  Politician  on 
tbis  Occafion  ;  for  the  nding  otherwife  might  have  ruined  all 
the  Affairs  of  the  MiiHonanes  in  China^  and  occafioned  their 
Extirpation  from  that  Empire.  He  doubtJefs  imagined,  thar  the 
Bow  had  been  bent,  on  this  Occafion,  to  its  uunofl  Stretch ; 
and  confcquently  that  the  forcing  it  ar.y  farther  would  break  it 
to  Pieces. 
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xis  were  fufficient  to  give  it  all   the  Sanftion  and 
Authority  we  could  wifh. 

Some  Time  after,  this  Tcftimony  of  the  Prince 
(fo  greatly  advantageous  to  our  Religion  j  was  far- 
ther confirmed  by  another  Officer,  who  came  and 
made  us,  in  his  Name,  the  following  confolatory 
Speech  ;  "  Could  any  one  fufpedt  that  I  would  have 
"  attempted  to  impofe  upon  you,  by  making  you 
violate  your  Law,  which  I  myfelf  approve  ? 
Know  that  fuch  an  Attempt  is  unworthy  a  Prince 
of  my  Rank  j  and  that  you  would  find  but  few 
Perfons,  in  the  whole  Empire,  guilty  of  an 
''  Action  which  none  butabafe  Wretch  could  com- 
mit. My  Anger  did  not  arifc  from  the  Scepter, 
(it  not  being  worth  mentioning)  but  from  the 
Infult  put  upon  me  -,  and  which  aficcls  me  the 
*'  more,  as  it  came  from  Perfons  whom  I  had  ho- 
"  noured  with  my  Efteem**. 

However,  not  with  Handing  this  Declaration  mads 
by  the  Prince,  which  was  fufficient  to  remove  all  our 
ScrU|  les,  we  yet  continued  our  Enquiries  •,  and  care- 
fully examined  the  various  Ufes  to  which  the  Scepter 
in  queftion  might  be  applied.  However,  we  did  not 
find  the  lead  Shadow  of  Snperftition,  in  the  Courfc 
of  our  Refearches.  'Tis  an  Inftrument  ufed  by  the 
Prince,  (and  even  by  the  Emperor  himfclf)  to  cx- 
ercife  his  Hands  and  Arms  with  *,  according  to 
the  'Tartarian  Cuflom. 

In  the  mean  Time,  a  Report  prevailed,  that  Fa- 
ther Bottvet  would  be  beheaded.  Fathers  Grimaldi^ 
Thames^  Gerbilion,  and  Pereyra^  after  confulting  to- 
gether, and  with  fome  Mandarins,  their  Friends, 
waited  upon  the  Emperor,  to  declare  their  great 
Sorrow  for  the  little  Regard  that  Father  Bouvei  had 
Jhewn  the  Prince. 
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*  As  a  Dumb-bell  (I  fuppofe)   Cffr.    'ik^  [-art'y  fjr  this  Pur- 
fofe  in  EnglafuL 
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Mis  Majcfty  anfwcrccl,  "  I'liat  he  was  very  glad 
they  owned  their  Fault ;  i!iat  during  the  forty 
Years  he  had  accepted  the  Service  of  the  Mil- 
fionaries,  it  was  never  his  Intention  to  lay  any 
Commands  upon  them  contrary  to  their  Lav/, 
which  he  thought  a  good  one  i  that  whenever  he 
wanted  any  Thing  to  be  performed  by  them,  he 
had  firft  enquired,  whether  the  doing  it  might 
not  give  them  Pain  ;  and  had  even  afled  with  the 
*'  utmoll  Caution  on  thefe  Occafions.  There  is  a  \Vo- 
"  man,  in  my  Palace,  (continued  his  Majefty)  who 
performs  very  finely  on  the  I  larp,  and  was  defirous 
that  Father  Fcreyra,  wlio  plays  very  well  on  mu- 
fical  Inftruments,  might  give  me  his  Opinion 
concerning  her  Skill ;  but  reflefling  how  fcrupu- 
"  lous  the  Mifllonaries  are,  I  was  afraid  he  v/ould 
"  be  tempted  torefufe  me.  However,  a  Thought 
*'  came  into  my  Head,  that  if  a  Curtain  was  drawn 
"  between  them,  the  Father  would  not,  perhap.% 
*'  be  fo  fcrupulous :  Neverthclefs,  I  was  apprehen- 
*'  five  that  he  flill  might  have  fomc  Relu61:ance  •, 
upon  which  fome  Courtiers  advifed  me  to  let 
this  Woman  appear  in  a  Male  Drcfs  ;  they  pro- 
mifing  not  to  mention  a  Word  about  it  to  any 
Body.  I  was  very  much  inclined,  in  order  to 
gratify  my  Curiofity,  to  ufe  the  F2xpedient  they 
propofed  ;  but  after  a  few  Refleclions,  I  co'i- 
cluded  it  would  be  ungenerous  to  impofe  upon  a 
Man  who  put  his  v;hoie  Confidence  in  me  ;  and 
thus  deprived  myfelf  of  a  Pleafure,  to  prevent 
my  giving  the  Miillonary  any  Uneafinefs  *. 
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*  The  Emperor  wa?,  pj^rlmps,  as  tender  and  fcrupulous  as  he 
is  reprefented  here  ;  and  Father  Pereyra  might  have  had  the  de- 
licate Conici-'nce  which  thi,>  Monarch  fuppofes  on  this  OccaH- 
0:1.  Pollibly  both  might  be  Hypocrites ;  nothing  being  fome- 
times  more  dimcuk  than  to  difcover  the  true  Springs  of  Adlion, 
an.i  the  Motives  upon  utiich  Perfons  ailt.  A  remarkable  Story 
1:-  told  us,  not  akcg^Lher  foreign  to  our  Purpofe,  in  the  Lettres 
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f.ouvcIIi:s  t/e  Afr.  Bourjhulty  png.  261,  Paris  1698,  12  mo.   I  low 
jr.any  Paths  (fays  this   ingenious  Author)   lead   to  i'ltrtm^.f,   :'.nd 
yet  how  fow  arc  abl^  to  difcovcr  tiicm  I    Frcijuently,  U:.!]  as  wc 
iiiiaj^inc  lead    the  moil  infallibly  to  it,  carry  u-;   at  the  v'/caicll 
Diltancc  ;    and  fometimes  we  arrive  at  it  by  a  Road  winch  was 
tlioiigl.t  the  faitlicil-  from  it.     Cardinal   Ni/nni  attained  a   For- 
tune by    a  Mjtntjd   which  no  P-*i foil  had  cvor  taken,    and  per- 
haps will  never  takei  r.nd  left  the  Society  of  Jci'us,  for  that  of 
the  Cardinals  which  he  iihcd  better.     The  late  Queen  of  Spai/i, 
Mother  to  the  prefent  Monarch,  and  Sifter  to  the  Emperor,  took 
him  with  her  when  fhe  went  to  efpoiife  Philip  IV.     This  Prin- 
ccfs,  who  had  been  allowed,  in  Germany,  every  decent  l.iberty, 
and  was  indulgi^d  in  all  her  Wifhcs,  did  not  meet  vvitli  the  like 
Satisfadlion  in  Spaiti.     All  things  are  meafiircd   fo  very  e.vdl/ 
in  this  Country,  that  the  Queens  thcmf.'lies   nr    allowed  to  cat 
nnd  drink  no  more  than  what  is  dilpcnfcd  by  a  luperior  Officer 
appointed  for  that  Purpofe  ;  infomuch  that  if  they  happen  to  be 
tliirlly  between  Meals,  they  are  favoured  only  with  a  CJlafs  of 
Water.     The  Queen  was  no  ways  pleafed  with  a  Way  of  Life  fo 
difll-rcnt  from  that  flie  had  hitherto  led  ;   which  being  obferved 
by  Father  Nitay^^  who  was  a  Jefuir,  and  confequently  a  ibbtlc 
Man,    he  liiinfclf  carried,    every  Morning,  when  he  went  to 
folcmnize  Mafs. before  her  Majeliy,  a  Bottle  of  the  bell:  Wine 
he  could  procure.     He  always  gave,  to  a  trufty  Perfon,  the  Bot- 
tle in  qucition,  and  the  ^^cen  afterwards  regaled  herfclf  with  it 
as  fhe  pknled.     The  Ofiicioufnefs  of  tlie  Father,  on  thcfc  Oc- 
cat"ions,  touched  her  to  iuch  a  Degree,  that  (lie  refolved  to  re- 
ward  him,    the  Inllant  an  Opportunity   fiiould  prci;iit  itrelf. 
And   indeed,    fhe  being  declared    Regent,    after   iier  Conlort'i 
Death,  railed  him  fo  very  high,  that  Wn  Exaltation  giving  Um- 
brage   to   Don  John   of  Aujiria  ;    and  the  Grandees  of  Spain 
having  demanded  his  Removal,    no  other   Expedient  could  be 
fcund  to  get  rid  of  him,  than  by  raifing  1  iia  to  the  Purple,  and 
appomting  him  Embaflador  Extraordinary   10  Rome,  where  he 
cied.     Is  it  pofl'ible  for  a  Man  to  arrive  mo:e  glorioufly  at  For- 
tune, and  by  a  lefs  b:aten  Track  ? 

As  1  icrupled  the  Veracity  of  our  Jefuits  above,  I  fliall  here 
play  the  Sceptic  no  lefs  with  regard  to  the  prefent  Story.  Be 
this  as  it  will,  melhinks  the  lialiau.  Proverb  may  be  jultly  ap- 
plied on  this  Occafion.  6/  none  'vcro,  c  h^n  trovato :  " 'Tis 
"  whimfical,  if  not  true."  However,  I  mull  obferve,  that  it  is 
extracled  from  a  Letter  written  by  Mr.  Bonyfanh  to  a  French  Bi- 
ihop,  v.'ho,  in  all  probability,  v.'as  no  Friend  t.o  the  jefuits. 
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His  Majclly  addtiJ,    "  That   the  p;rtMt   Lama  ■'" 
"  whom  he  highly  revered,  having  dcfired  hii7i  to 

**  order 

•  Travellers  fpcal;  very  varioufly  of  the   La..,.    .   ^n.;  p.ifii- 
Ciilarly  of  the  grt*  t  lama.     What  I  have  found  iiiul  cirious  on 
this  Sjbjed,    I   iluill   c;>pv    here.     The    Lanins,    or    Ti.r.\vltin 
Priclls  arc  (accord inj|   to  Fnthcr  le  C3»:fr)  the    J^iiciple^   of  Fo. 
The  <S/V///;^2r*' c.:ll  ilicr.i  Ta/apoi.'.j,    xhv.  Tartars  I.ai/ius,   ihc  'Ja- 
pnuezc  Bcnzes,  and  the  Chtneze  Hoc!;am.     Mr.  lu  Croze,   in  his 
Hiftoire  du  (ihrijiiaiiifme  dcs  Indes,  />«:;.  513.    {ff  feq.  obfervcs, 
that  **  the  Lamas,   who  inhahit  iheNciihern  Parts  of  /fjia,  are 
*'  Pricfts  of  a  kind  of  Sitjerllition  which  agree  >,  in  many  Particu- 
•'  lars,  with  that  of /«rt'/«.     \t\i\\Q  Mei cue ^aUint  'I'ox  July  anA 
*'  Auguft.,   1718,  is  the  Relation  of  a   Millionary  who  rcfiJed 
many  Years  in  the  Kingdom  of  B^n'nn,  on  the  Confines  of 
thofc  of  Tthet  and  Tangw,  whofe  Inhabitants   pro/efs  a  Reli- 
gion which  they  declare  to  have    received  from  India  above 
a  thoufand  Years  fincj.     To  judge  of  thcin  Irom  the  Ac- 
count given  by  Anthony  of  Andrada,    a  Jefuic,  who  lived  in 
**  great  7/'^^/  from  the  Year  1624,  till    1626,    we  have  fome 
Reafon  to  imagine,  that  the  Chriftian  Religion  was  formerly 
known  to  ihefe  Nations,  who,  by  tlieir  not  having  an  exadl 
Knowledge  of  the  Scripture?,  bLnded  it,  in  Proce fs  cf  Time, 
**  with    the   Hcathenifni  of  the   Indians.     God    (according   to 
**  them)   is  one,  in   three  Perfons,    the  firll  of  wiiich  is  called 
**  Lama  CouioL  i  the  fjcond,    Cho  Coi!i:ic,  fignifying   the  great 
**  Book',  and  the  thiid  Sangi/ya  Conir.c,  or  the yjjion^and  Lo-ve  of 
*'  Glory.     The  fccond  Pcrlon  is  the  Author,  and  even  the  Book 
"  of  their  Law.     'J'iicy  declare  that   he  filed  his  Blood  for  the 
**  Salvation  of  Mankind,   his  whole  Budy  having  bjen  pierced 
"  with  Nails.     Tho'  they  do  not  declare  that  he  was  crucified, 
"  ncverthelefs  the  Reprefentation  of  this  is  found  in  tiieir  Bocks. 
'*  Their  great  Lama  offers  up  a  Sort  of  Sacrifice  with   Bread 
"  and  Wine,  of  which  lie  himCeif  takes  a   fmall   Portion,  and 
'*  diftributes  the  rell  among  the  Lam-is  wlio  are  preient  at  the 
*  Ceremony,  he  being  the  only  Perfon  permitted  to  folemnize 
it.     He  has  a  Crown  or  Tonfure,  refembling  that  of  the  Ro- 
'  mijh  Priclls,  but  much  larger. 
*•  Here,    if  we   may  depend  on  this  Relation,  are  evident 
Footrteps    of    the    Chriftia»    Religion  <    and    coubtlefs   the 
Remains  of  the  Neftorian  Religion,    that  flourifhed   in   this 
Country    before   the    Reign  of   Genghiz   Kan,    whofe   C')n- 
quefts  quite  chanp;cd  the  State  of  thofe  Countries  with  which 
we,  even  in  this  Age,  are  not  well  acquainted.     Andrada  the 
Jefuit  adds,  that  thefe  Nations  (befides  the  abovementioned 
Tenet )  believe  in  Tranfmigration,    and  yet  don't  fcriip!e  to 
*'  teed  on  the  I'leih   of  Animals.     Tiie  greateit  Part  of  their 
I  *'  Worlliip 
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ordor  Signlor  Qhiravdm   to  draw  his  Pidliirc,  he 
h.i  i  i\.i'.::t'i  to  gratify  him  on  that  Occafion,  for 

"  rVar, 

**  \\  orfliip  confilh  in  the  Ador.ntion  of  Idolr,  In  which  they  are   . 
**  uircctcd  by  their  Lamm^  who  are   their  Priclls  and  Religious. 
"    I'h.ir  L .tiers  and   L'haratHcrs  arc   the  lame  with  thofe  called 
••  Ouijrour  in  thj  anticut  Utiationi,  which  are  mentioned  in  /'/- 
*'  tits'tl'  la  Cio/z  Hilloiy  cf  Cenzhis'  Kan.     'V\\c(t  Charadlcrs 
*'  relcmblc  thcfj  of  tlie  J...iabitant3  of  Jmlia,  as  well  as  of  the 
Tartars  who  conquered   Chinay    who   own  that  their  Letters 
are  borrowed  from   thofe  of  the   Kingdom  of  Tangttt,  whcfc 
Languaji;e  and  Religion  agree  witl>  thofe  of  Great  ■Tihct^\ 
Mr.  la  Croze  gives  us  a  Tranflation  of  a  I'raycr  writ  in  the 
Taugtit  Tongue.   As  it  appeared  to  mc  very  curious,  I  fhall  inltrt 
the  moil  ef^cntial  Part  ol  it  here,  omitting  only  fome  of  the  Bcgi..- 
ning,  which  is  in  the  unintelligible  fublime,  if  I  may  fo  term  it. 
*'  (Jod  has  made  a  Diftributiou  in  Religion.  . . .  We  honour  him 
**  who  prefides  over  the  Thunder  i    and   the  Guardian  Ang*^! 
"  who  gives  long   Life,  and  fupplics  all  our  Neceflities.     We 
**  honour  liim  wlio  gives  us  lure  Defenders  in  .our  Travels; 
*'  wiio  being  far  removed  from  the  Tioublts  of  this  Life,  rc- 
**  /ides  in  very  high  Placer.,  raifed  above  the  Treafures   of  the 
"  Ocean.     Let  our  Prayer  be  to  (Jed.     'I'hou  who  art  raifed 
**  above  all  Creatures    give  us   Wifdom  :    L'c  prcfent  with  us 
*'  durinjT  ti.c  tlirce  Hours  of  the  Day,  and  the  three  Hours  of 
the  Night.     Whether  I  travel    in    the  Hvening  or  the  Morn- 
ing, do  thou  be  with  me  :  Cc;ne  and  meet   me  at  my  Re- 
turn.    i5e  merciful.     Orant    me  long  L;fc  :    Indulge  £ll   my 
i)(.fncs,  and  hear  my  Supplicationf.     'i  hou  true  Lord  !  l;e 
meicillil  ;    and   bids  me,  as   thou  had  ptomifl-d.     Send  me 
my  (juardian  Argel  at  every  Hour,  and  every  Day.     Have 
•<   Ctnt^aflion  on  the  Dead,  as  v^ell  as  on  tiic  Living.     Prefcrve 
me  frv)m  all  Strife; ;  defend  me  from  iny  J'<nemy.       Be  mer- 
ci.ul.     Jndu'ge  me  a  found  Mind,  g'j.d  fjcalch,  Strength, 
and  good  Fortune.     Be  niercifa!.     Bt  ever  with   mc  ;  never 
wiihiiraw  thyfelf.      Whenever  we  v.;.lk  cr  Hand  flill,  we  pra/ 
inceflamly  v  th  cur  Hearts  and  L  ps.     Have  Pity  on  us  in 
the  ten  Cli.iiatcs,  as  now  in  this  Place.     Lord  fend,  accord- 
ing to  thy  Promife,  tliy  Angel  to  cur  whole  Aflembiy.     Give 
us  good  Fortune,  a  good  Life,  good  Health,  Strength,  and 
"  a  found  Mind.     May  the  Bleirmg  of  the  Lord,  which  is  the 
*•  Root  of  Roots ;  good  Fortune  coaie  and  rcfide  over  me  !  May 
the  Blefling  promded   to  God's  Affcrmblv  be  upon  me  !    May 
the  Blefling  of  the  llrengthning  Angel  be  upon  mc  I  May  all 
**  the  P.  lyeib,  uitered  by  me,  overflow   and  dilTufe  like  Water 
**  in  the  Sprir^g  !  May  they  increale  and  multiply  over  me  per- 
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"  Fear,   as  the  Painter  in  queftion  was  a  Chriflian^ 

*'  he  might  fcruple  to  have  any  Concerns  with  an 

"  Idol- 

**  petually,  both  Dav  and  Night  ?    May  every  BiclTing  be  iul- 
"  filled  in  me  ! 

The  learned  Mr.  li  Crcze  tells  U5,  that  he  perceive:.,  among 
the  iuperilitious  Exprcllions  with  which  thefe  Prayers  are  rilloei, 
ibme  liturgic  Fragments  cf  the  antient  Chrijiians  of  Great  Tut- 
tary.  He  afTures  wi^  that  the  Original  of  the  above  Prayers 
(moll  of  the  Petitions  cf  which  are  fureiy  excellent)  is  in  his 
PoilelTion.  He  afterwards  obferves,  that  "  the  Religion  of  the 
•'  prefent  Lrmas  is  dired  Heathenifm,  which  refembles  fo  near- 
•'  ly,  in  many  Particulars,  that  of  India,  that  ibme  Authors 
make  no  Dillinftion  between  them.  Among  otiiers  Denys  Kaoy 
a  Chineze,  converted  by  the  Jelbits  to  Chriilianiiy,  and  Au- 
thor cf  a  Defcription  of  Chinay  allirms  that  the  Religion  of 
the  Chim%e  Bonzes  prevails  in  the  Kingdoms  of  Pe^iu,  Lao<y 
^ia/n,  Cochin-China,  "Japan,  and  Great  Tartaiy  ;  and  add?, 
**  that  the  Lamas  diffjr  only  in  a  few  Particulars  irom  the  Chi- 
*'  ncze  Bonzes'*'.  Ssg/u  Croze  llijl,  du  Chri"}.  des  indch  />•  51  v 
^'  feq. 

Jn  the  Travels  of  Fa: her  Gcrhu^on,  a  Jefait  MifTionary,  into 
Canary,  in  id88,  the  lellowing  Particulars  are  told  us  concern- 
ing the  Lamas.  The  Mjngul  idyfnrs  (iiiys  he)  have  an  inex- 
prch'blc  Veneration  for  their  Lamas.  They  are  cloathed  in 
red  and  yellow.  Multitudes  of  them  nre  now  in  Peking  ;  the 
Emperor  treating  them,  out  cf  Policy,  with  great  Kindneis,  be- 
caufe  of  the  Aicendar.t  tiiey  J);ive  over  the  Mon^uL  Tartars. 
'j'hefe  J^arnas,  wiicn  in  Bckivg,  icon  tlirow  off  their  Rags,  and 
are  eahly  prevailed  upon  to  drei":;  and  feai't.  'Tis  faid  that  they 
purchaib  the  mole  btautiiul  VVomcn  they  can  meet  with  (at  a- 
bout  rco  French  Crown:>  eacl;)  u^oii  Pretence  of  marrying  them 
to  their  Slaves. 

TiiC  hnib.ifladors  (:n  whofe  PvCtinue  Father  Gcrhillon  waO  at 
thcif  conrt'ig  into  the  I'ovv'n,  ^/r/'  hoa  tchin,  went  directly  to 
the  chiet  fagod  ;  feveral  Lamas  coming  to  receive  and  condud 
them  cicr;:  a  large  iquare  Court,  well  paved  with  fquare  Tiie.s 
to  the  pjigod,  wiicrcin  was  one  ot  their  Chiefs.  He  was  one  of 
thofc  vvhi-,  according  to  thefe  Impollors,  never  dies  ;  they  al- 
iening, th;tt  the  Inltant  his  Soul  is  feparated  from  the  Body,  ic 
enters  into  ti.at  of  a  nev.'-born  Child.  Thefe  La7nas  \xxq.  com- 
jnonly  c.-dled,  in  the  Qhlnezp.  Language,  Ho  Fo,  tnat  is,  the 
living  Fo.  'l\\c  Tartars  vvorfliip  tneic  Lamas  as  Gods.  The 
Perlcn  v.  !u)  pretended  to  be  thus  re-animated  was  about  twenty-five 
"^"ears  old.  He  had  a  very  long,  flat  Face,  and  was  feated  un- 
der a  Canop}',  :t  th.e  farther  End.  of  the  Paged,  upon  two 
Ce.lliicns  ;  cr,e  of  Brocade,  the  otiier  of  yellow  Sattin.  He  was 
CGveied  ti urn  Head  to  i'oot  vvith.i  larvae  ManilcuftncfincilC/'/wfxt'' 
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Idol-priciV*.     The  Emperor  added,    that  feveral 
of  our  People  were  diffident  and  llifpicious  j  were 

feized 

yellow  Damask  ;  fo  that  no  Part  of  him,  except  his  Head,  which 
was  quite  buic,  was  feen.  His  Hair  was  curled,  his  Gown 
edged  with  a  fort  of  vari  coloured  Silk  Lace,  four  or  five  Fin- 
gers broad  ;  fo  tiiat  thefe  Mantles  are  not  much  unlike  our 
Church  Copes.  The  chief  Lama  only  flood  up  when  the  Em- 
bafiadors  en'.ered  the  i'agod,  and  whilll  they  paid  their  Com- 
pliments, the   Ceremonial  of  which  was  as  follows. 

The  Enibaliadors,  beiiigcome  within  five  or  fix  Paces  from  the 
Lnma,  hill  mjIM  their  Bonnets  quite  to  the  Ground  ;  proilrated 
liicmfiive:  tiirJcc  ;  ftruck  the  Ground  with  their  Foreheads,  and 
tl.en  wtnt  and  knelt  down  at  his  Feet.  The  Layna  jaid  his 
liands  upon  their  Heads,  and  made  them  touch  his  String  of 
Keadi ;  and  after  paying  this  Adoration  a  f.'cond  Time,  they  fat 
down  under  Canopic?,  to  the  right  and  lefc  of  the  counterfeit 
Gcd,  who  dated  himfcif  full.  The  Mar.darins  being  fet  down 
C':\.  each  Si-'.e  of  the  Embaflkdors,  the  Perfons  of  the  Retinue 
t.ime  and  paid  their  Adorations  to  the  Lnrna.  ^artarianTea, 
was  then  Lrought  in  large  Silver  Pots,  with  a  particular  one  for 
the  pretended  Deity,  carried  by  a  Lar.ia^  who  pcur'd  it  into  a 
f  ne  China  Cun.  Tiie  Mction  which  the  Lama  then  ufed,  opened 
his  Mantle,  wiien  1  pcrcciv'd  that  his  Arms  vvere  naked  up  to 
tlie  Shoulder ;  ::!id  that  the  cnly  Clothes  under  h's  Mantle  were 
red  and  yellow  Scarves,  which  were  wrapp'd  round  his  Body. 
He  was  always  fervVi  rlrll  ;  the  Embafiidors  bowing  their  Heads 
to  him,  before  and  after  drinking  Tea,  as  is  the  Tartarian 
Cullom,  to  which  he  did  not  make  the  lealt  Return. 

A  Collation  was  now  fet  upon  a  'i\.ble  which  flood  before  this 
living  Idol  ;  and  afterwards  a  Tabic  before  each  of  the  Embaf- 
fadors,  the  attendant   Mandarins,  and  the  two  Jcjulfs,    Father 

Gerhillon  and  Fercyra Th-J  Entertainment  being  done, 

'lea  was  brought  a  fecond  Time,  and  then  they  cnter'd  into  a 
Converfatiju  wiiicli  lai'ted  a  confidei-abie  7'inie  ;  the  living  Idol 
keeping  his  Countenance  very  well,  he  net  fpeakin.g  above  fve 
or  fiX  Words,  and  thefe  very  foftly,  and  in  Anfvver  to  fome  Que- 
l\ions  the  Embaffadors  asked  him.  His  Eyes  vvere  daring  con- 
tinually round,  and  he  f  )mctinics  fmii'd.  Another  Lama,  who 
fat  near  one  of  the  Emballadors,  kept  up  the  Converfaticn,  pro- 
bably becaufe  he  was  the  Superior;  all  the  other /.rt.v.rt'/ who 
waited  at  'I'able,  as  well  as  the  Servants,  receiving  their  Orders 
from  him.  'I'he  EmbaiTadors  then  roil-,  and  view'd  the  Paint- 
ings (very  coaife  ones)  in  the  Paged,  which  is  abcut  fcrty-five 
Foot  fquare.  At  the  Bottom  of  the  Paged  is  a  Throne,  or  kind 
of  Aitar,  on  which  the  living  Idol  is  placed,  a  Canopy  of  yellow 
Sill;  hanging  over  his  Head  j  and  lieie  i.e  receives  the  Ado- 
rut  icn 
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feized  with    Fear    on    all    Occafions,    whicli  was 
owing  to  their  not  being  enough  acquainted  with 

Cb:/7a  i 

ration  of  the  People.     Several  Lamp%  one  of  which  only  was 
lighted,  are  on  the  Sides.     Going  cur  of  the  Pagod,  we  went  tip 
Stairs,  where  we  faw  a  mean  Gallery,  with  Chambers  tn  every 
Side.     In  one  of  them  was  a  Child  of  fcven  or  eight  Years  old, 
drefTed  and  fcated  as  a  living  Idol,  with  a  Lamp  burning  by  him. 
Poifjbly  this  Child  is  to  fucceed  the  prefent  Idol  ;  thcfe  Deceivers 
liaving  always   one  ready  to  fubllitute  in  the  Place  of  another, 
in   Cafe   of  Death ;  and  thus   feed  the  credulous  7rt;7«;,f  with 
this   filly  Notion,  that  the  Idol  comes  to  Life  again  ;  and  re- 
appears  in  the  Body  of  a  ycung  Man,  into  whom  his  Soul  is 
traufmigrated.    Hence  is  the  great  Veneration  which  thtTar/ars 
pay  their  Lamas,  all  whofe  Commands  they  obey,  and  offer  to 
them    Part  of  all  their  PoUcinons.     Some  of  the  Embafthdor's 
Retinue  paid  this  Child  the  fame  Adorations  as  they  had  done  to 
the  other  Lama  ;  but  the  little  Idol  did  not  make  the  IcaliMo'.ion, 
or  anfwer  a  fingle  Word.     Over  the  Porch  of  tlie  Pagod  was  a 
very  neat  Room,  with  a  Throne,  after  the  Tartarian  Fafliion  ,- 
near  which  ftood  a  moil  beautiful  Table,  finely  varnifli'd,  and 
inlaid  with  Mother  of-pcarl.     Upon  this  Table  was  a  Cup  let 
upon   a   Silver  Stand,  ar.d   a  Silver  Spiiting-box.     This  i,  the 
Chamber  of  the  pretended  Deity.     In  another  little  Chamber  (a 
dirty  one)  was  a  Lama  fmging  his  Prayeis,  wiit  upon  Leaves  of 
coarfe  brown  P.^per.     After  this,  the  Embaffadors  took  Leave  of 
the  Impoltor,  who  never  once  lUrr'd  from  his  Scat,  nor  paid  them 
the  leait  Compliment. 

One  of  the  Embaffadors  fpeaking  to  me  (continues  Father 
Ce.hilloji)  of  the  Lamas,  fail,  that  he  had  very  little  Regard  for 
them  ;  and  only  had  p;iid  his  Adorations  to  their  Chief,  entirely 
out  of  Complaifance  to  the  other  Kmbaffador,  who  had  d^jfn'd 
it.  A  Chrijtian  oi  ^ci  oatchin  informed  us,  that  every  one  of 
thefe  Lamas  keeps  a  Woman  or  two.  The  moll  confideiabic 
of  them  are  Chine%e,  and  carry  en  tlic  grcateil  Trade  in  the 
whole  Country,  All  the  Morgul  Lan:as  reverence  the  grand 
Lama  of  Kalka^  Brother  to  tiie  King  of  tliis  Country,  as  Heir 
fuperiorj  acknowledging  him  fcr  their  Superior  next  to  him  of 
Til'et,  who  is  the  r  iuprcme  Poiuiff. 

Thus  far  Fatiier  Gerbdlon.  To  this  I  fliall  add  feme  other 
Particulars  coi,cerning  the  Lama's,  ixtra^cd  from  Father  du 
Hahies  laigc  \v',  rlt  on  C7///^,wlifie  an  Account  is  given  of  Tibet. 
The  i<  ingjom  of  TiLet  is  aifu  call'd  Barantola.  '  I'is  frequently 
caird  Lnfi,  or  Lojfa,  bccniiie  the  Pjgod,  wj,ere  the  great  Lama 
refide?,  is  in  r'le  '^ountry  cf  LrJJa.  U'lic  gieat  Lama,  before  the 
War  broke  out  between  the  Tibctlans  an;]  EluthTarturs,  polieffcd 
ail  Tibit.     Aj  liui  ia!;ia  inuil  nAcj  ccnccmhimfelf  wiUi  fccular 
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China  \  and  their  fancying  Religion  to  be  concerned 
in  Things,  in  which  there  is  not  the  leaft  Shadow 

of 

Affairs,  he  tlierefbre  appoints  fome  Native,  to  whom  he  gives  the 
Name  of  Iqa.  and  impovvers  him  to  govern  the  People  in  his 
Name.  This  Tipa  wears  the  Habit  of  a  Laiva,  but  is  difpenied 
from  obferving  the  Rules  of  the  Order,  which  are  both  fevere 
and  numerous.  No  one  Lama  undertakes  to  obferve  them  all, 
ihey  dividing  the  Burthen  ;  one  being  oblig'd  to  the  Performance 
of  a  particular  Precept,  and  anotiicr  of  a  different  one  ;  and  fo 
on.  fiowevcr,  they  have  Tome  common  Prayers,  whicJi  they 
iing  agreeably  ericugh.  They  are  all  oblig'd  to  renounce  the 
Pomps  of  the  W^orld,  to  lead  a  Life  of  Celibacy,  and  not  follow 
any  Trade. 

The  great  Lawa  does  not  refide  in  the  City,  but  near  it,  in 
cne  of  the  fmelt  Pagods,  of  which  there  are  vail  Numbers, 
ftanding  on  tl.e  Mountain  call'd  Pootala.  He  is  placed  en  a 
]<ind  of  Alrar,  fitting  crufs-legg'd  upon  a  large  and  magnificent 
Cfhion.  ]n  this  Pofture  he  receives  the  Adoi*ation  of  the  Na- 
tives, as  well  as  of  a  numberlefs  Multitude  of  Foreigners,  who 
undertake  long  and  painful  Journies  to  pay  him  Homage  on 
their  Knees,  aud  recelv  e  his  Blefling.  A  valt  Number  of  thefe 
Pilgrims  come  from  Indoflan,  and  thefe  take  vaft  Pains  to  repre- 
fent  their  iMerit  to  the  great  Lania,  by  amplifying  the  Trou- 
ble and  Fatigue  tlcy  had  undergone  on  the  Road  from  Lidia  to 
Lnjfa.  Next  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Tibet ^  the  'Tartars  arc  moft 
ailiduous  in  paying  their  Court  to  the  greet  Lama,  Ibmeof  whom 
come  to  La^u  Ironi  the  moll:  diHant  Countries. 

Princes  nuill  fubmit  to  thefe  debahng  Ceremonies,  no  lefs  than 
the  meanell  of  the  People  ;  nor  have  they  more  Refped  fhown 
them  by  the  great  Lama.  He  never  returns  any  Salute;  never 
pulls  ciF  his  Irlat ;  nor  ever  flirs  from  hi.';  Seas  ft*.-  any  Perfon 
v/hatfoever.  He  only  hys  his  Hand  upm  the  'rUi\ds  of  his 
Adorers,  who  thereby  fan-.y  they  obtain  the  1<  erailTion  of  all 
their  Sins. 

The  high  Idea  which  both  the  Prince  and  ^he  commoii^ople 
of  this  widc-excendcd  Country  form  to  theKileives  of  the  Power 
and  Holinufs  of  tl.e  great  Lama,  induces  them  to  fubmit  cheer- 
fully to  a!l  ihe(e  feivile  Rites.  'I'hey  are  perfuaded  th:it  Fo  lives. 
in  liim  ;  that  he  knows  all  Things,  lees  aii  Thing^,  and  under- 
Itands  the  Secrets  of  tiie  Heart,  v.'ithout  aiking  any  QuclUons, 
or  receiving  any  Infonnati-.n:  ;  and  that  if  at  any  Time  undoes 
this,  'tis  merely  for  Form-iake,  and  in  order  to  leave  the  In'idel 
andill-defigningno  Ro(.m  to  ccmp!;iin:  That  he  is  immortal  j  and 
that  when  he  ietuis  to  die,  !;e  only  changes  his  Abode,  being 
born  again  in  an  entiri.iy  new  Bo'.y.  Tlvjonly  Thing  to  be  -i.ca 
dene  is,  to  ci.^.itj  cut  v/  .uc  PJucc  l.e  has  thcu^hi  f:  to  t.i!:eti;is 
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of  it.  He  concluded  with  declaring,  that  fincc 
Father  Boiivct  acknowledged  his  Fault,  'twould  be 

Pu- 

new  Birth  in,  of  which  he  never  fails  to  make  fome  new  Difco- 
very.  'I'iie  Tartarian  Princes  them  (elves  fometimwS  go  upon  this 
Search  ;  and  yer  arc  oblig'd,  after  all,  to  refer  to  ceitaln  Ln;;:as, 
who  alone  J;iio\y  the  Marks  by  whicl)  he  is  cliilinguiih'd  ;  or  ra- 
ther, who  only  know  who  the  Child  is,  whom  the  prtccedinq 
great  Ln?iia  had  appointed  his  Succcflor.  Thi;s  dees  Supcrftitim 
blind  fo  many  fine  Cjenius's  of  the  Eafl ;  Pcrlbns  who,  in  other 
Refpcdts,  manage  thvir  >Afrkirs  with  t!ie  greatert  Dexterity  and 
Skill ;  and  underlland  their  Intcrell  pciftctly  well. 

Bcfides  the  great  Lama,  who  is  the  Head  of  Religion,  an^ 
Sovereign  of  'Tibet,  there  are  other  Princes  (if  they  may  deierve 
that  Title)  in  the  Country,  who  have  Citica,  and  many  Subj'.dt'i 
under  them.  Thcfe  wear  the  Aflw^-Habit,  and  are  calTci  chief 
Officers  of  the  great  Lama,  tho'  they  are  fubjetl  to  him  only  a'^ 
they  pleafe.  In  many  Places  are  large  Pagods,  in  which  the 
Lcvnns  of  the  fireateft  Dillinftion  relide.  Amon^  their  different 
Titles  of  Honour,  that  of  tlootooBoo  is  one  of  the  higheft,  and  Vi 
beilow'd  on  fuch  only  as  pafs  for  fo  many  leflcr  immortal  Fos, 
Eut  thefe  HootooStooi  are  not  obliged  to  refidc  always  in  thefe 
Places,  they  being  p;.'rmitted  to  icttle  in  whatever  Country  they 
pleafe.  They  are  not  rellrainM  to  Tibet ^  but  are  found  in  the 
neighbouring  Ivingdoms,  and  in  fcveral  Parts  of  Tarinry. 

The  Dignity  of  La^na  is  nor  confin'd  to  the  Natives  of  Tibet, 
but  may  be  attainM  by  other  Nations.  Many  Tartars^  and  even 
Chiiic::ic,  are  ambitious  of  this  Honour,  and  come  lo  Laffa  to 
obtain  ic.  Such  as  are  admitted  Difciples,  (vvhofe  Number  mult 
not  be  above  two  hundred)  of  the  great  Lama,  confider  it  as  a 
great  and  a  fubftantial  Happinefs.  Prom  among  tlicfe  the  in- 
ferior chief  Lamas  are  choie.  The  H'joloocloos  alfo  (tho'  the 
Marks  of  the  imaginary  Pi; fence  of  Fo  are  ever  fo  vihble  in 
them)  are  not  acknowledged  i'uch,  till  they  have  been  a  llatcd 
Tmie  in  the  School  of  the  great  Liu;:::.  Hov/ever,  the  Inftant 
they  rre  made  Hootooiloos,  they  live  in  Honour  and  Plenty,  ari- 
fing  from  the  great  Number  of  Prclents  made  them  by  a  CrnuJ 
of  Vvorliiippers,  who  come  to  them  from  all  the  neighbouring 
Countries.  Among  thefe  Tartar  Lamas  who  dwell  in  Tihct, 
the  richcll,  and  molt  confiderable,  are  thofe  caliM  by  the  C/wr.'::^ 
Moug  fan,  who  poiTers  a  larg-  Teiricory  North  of  Ltkiang  tea 
foo,  given  theiii  \>y  the  King  i;f  T7in  nan. 

The  temporal  Government  of  Tibet  has  not  been  always  pof- 
feffed  by  tiie  great  Lama.  At  the  Beginning  of  the  lall  Cen- 
tury Tihct  was  rui'd  by  a  King  ;  and  tr.e  Tcrritoiics  fubje^'t  to 
the  great  Lama  were  not  v^^ry  larg:.  By  theLtttjtG  of  lather 
/irJraduy  Who  svai  in  Tibet  in  ;6.:.'.,   it  i.ppeari:,   thui  the  K^rg 
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Punlfhment  enough,  to  remove  him  from  his 
Employment  of  Interpreter  to  the  Prince  his  Son  ; 

buc 

of  this  Country  fhew'd  vail  Favour  to  the  Chrljllan  Religion, 
which  difgufling  the  great  Lama,  he,  by  hi,  M  ichinations, 
brought  about  an  Inlurredion  among  the  'Tartatian  P. 'nces, 
who,  after  they  had  entirely  routed  the  Princt's  Army,  put  him 
to  Death.  Dy  this  Means,  the  great  Latfia  cf  Tibet  has  acquir'd 
a  mighty  temporal  Power,  and  this,  added  to  the  fpintuai  he 
had  before,  has  greatly  increafed  the  Veneration  which  the 
People  entertain  for  this  living  Idol.  This  afterwards  gave  Rife 
to  bloudy  Wars  in  Tibet,  during  the  Courfe  of  which,  the  Coun- 
try of  Laja  was  laid  wafte,  the  Towns  taken,  the  Pagods  plun- 
der'd,  and  even  that  of  the  great  Lama.  All  fuch  Lamas  as 
could  be  found,  were  put  into  Sacks,  laid  upon  Camels,  and  car- 
ried into  ''Xartary. 

[Thus  it  appears,  that  the  great  Lama  of  Tibet  was  playing  a 
Game  like  tliat  of  the  antient  Pontiffs  of  Rome,  who  being,  at 
lirrt,  concern'd  only  in  Spirituals,  afterwards  thirlled  f-;r  tem- 
poral Dominion  ;  and  incroaching  upon  thofe  of  their  Neigh- 
bours, wou'd,  had  it  been  in  their  Power,  have  made  themfeives 
fole  Monarchs  of  the  World.] 

Tibet  has  been  known  for  fome  Centuries.  lAarcus  Pcvufus 
Venetus  fpeaks  of  the  Lnviai,  and  of  the  great  Afcendant  they 
had  gainM.  They  were  very  powerful  in  China  whilil  the  im- 
perial Family  of  the  Yuen  fway'd  the  Sceptre  ;  aixd  there  Hill  re- 
main, in  Fekm?,  fouie  Monuments  which  had  been  built  in  Ho- 
Hour  of  the  Lamas  of  thofc  Ages.  However,  the  Lamas^  and 
the  reil  of  the  Tartan,  were  afterwards  drove  cut  of  China  ; 
but  their  Credit  is  rellor'd  under  the  prefent  Family,  who  are  of 
the  Manche'iv  Tarta  :  Tho*  this  ^4ation  never  had  a  Lama, 
yet  the  Inllant  the  Family  in  QueiHon  \reditatcd  the  Conqucflof 
the  neighbouring  Tat  tars,  they  f^wour'd  the  Lamas ;  and 
the  great  ;  na,  tho'  fo  very  proud,  went  afterwa/ds  to  Peking, 
to  congratulate  the  Tartarian  Prince  who  had  conquer'd  China, 
and  blefs  his  Family.  Afterwards,  the  Emprefs,  many  Princes, 
Princefles,  and  other  wealthy  Perions,  built  maguiiiccnt  Pagods 
ii^  Honour  of  the  Lamasy  who,  by  tliat  M  ans,  have  amaffed 
great  Riches,  make  a  confpicuous  Figure,  and  liave  a  numerotis 
Attendance. 

The  Lamas  of  Tibet  generally  wear  woollen  Clcth,  very  like 
our  Prize.  A  Tarta>iun  informed  us,  that  when  he  law  the  great 
Lama  in  La£a,  he  was  dreficd  in  a  red  Lloak  of  thi.  Stuii,  and^ 
wore  a  gilt  Hat.  Thefe  Larnas  have  liicf  wife  fcvtral  Sores  of 
Bonnets,  (anfwering  to  the  various  Ranks)  lome  of  v.- lich  are 
like  our  Bilhops  N4irrc!s.  Some  of  them  are  able  to  compute  tha 
Motions  of  the  Scar",  and  fgteted  EclipP'Sj  bur  swy  few  of  them 
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but  that,  ns  to  other  Matters,  he  might  continue  to 
relide,  vinniolclled,  in  our  Honfe. 

The  Fiuhers  fell  on  their  Knees,  and  bowed  nine 
I'imcs  to  the  Ground,  as  is  the  ulual  Cuftom,  by- 
way of  l'hanl<s.  They  afterwards  performed  the 
like  Ceremony  before  the  Heir-apparent.  Thus 
eiitlcd  an  Affiir  which,  during  five  Days,  has  gi- 
vcM  \]s  incxprdTiblc  Uneafincfs. 

Bi!C  notwihfTanding  this  tranfient  Alarm,  fuch, 
Go^'.  be  piai'cd,  is  the  fiourilhing  State  of  this 
Mi.Tjon,  that  we  hope  our  Converfions  will,  inPro- 
cTis  of  Tinie,  be  exceedingly  numerous,  in  cafe  the 
h^-avenly  Work  (hould  not  meet  with  Oppofition. 
Of  the  thirry  Jefuits  you  left  in  it,  twelve  are  al- 
ready Muifcrs  of  the  Charaders,  and  read  the  Cbi- 
nezs  Language  with  furprizing  Facility.  The  Bi- 
fliop  of  yhkdbn^  apoftolical  Vicar  of  Kic/mfi^  is  fo 
much  furprized  at  the  Progrefs  which  the  Fathers 
of  his  Province  make  in  Literature,  that  he  has  ap- 
plauded thc!m,  on  this  Account,  in  Letters  written 
by  him  to  ibverai  Perfons. 

The  Emperor  has  lately  indulged  us  a  Favour, 
which  reflects  great  Flonour  on  our  Religion.  An  In- 
undation having  occafioned  a  general  Famine  in  the 
Province  of  ^antum  *,  his  Majefly  taxed  his  Cour- 
tiers, and  fenr  great  Succours  to  it,  which  were  to 
hi:  diftributed  by  certain  rich  Mandarins^  deputed 
expredy  for  that  charitable  Work :  But  notwith- 
ftanding  this,  a  great  Number  of  the  unhappy  Peo- 

cSn  even  read  their  anticrt  Books.  Some  learned  Men  are  of 
Opinion,  thai;  mary  'i '?f:es  of  the  Chrifiian  Religion  are 
fcjnd  in  theib  Boc  .s  Taere  are  a  numberlefs  Multitude  of 
Latjuis  rpread  over  'f^het,  fcarce  a  F'imily  but  has  one}  whic'^ 
ii>  ou'iiig  fo  the  ruperlKticu-,  Revertnce  thev  bear  to  Fo  (in  him  ;) 
I"  !•  fioni  the  il'.})es  they  entertain  of  one  D.y  becoming  Officer:. 
Ui  liif  ^'i-eat  Li4r/u4.  '\''a<i  Chrijlian  Re!  gion  will  f;arce  be  able 
i(!  \'i\,i\ ':  .<',v  PingTrfs  10  ^ihetf  io  long  as  the  great  Lama  enjoys 
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pie  In  queftion  came  to  the  Capital  of  the  Empire, 
in  Hopes  of  meeting  with  a  Subfiftance. 

His  Majefty  having  entertained  fome  Sufplcion 
of  the  Mandarins  J  fent  for  four  of  our  Fathers. 
He  then  obferved,  that  as  we  were  prompted  to  vi- 
fit  China^  merely  from  a  charitable  Motive,  it  was 
particularly  incumbent  upon  us  to  afilll  the  Poor  to 
the  utmofl  of  our  Power  ;  this  being  one  of  the 
moft  eflcntial  Duties  of  our  Religion :  Thar,  for 
this  Purpofe,  he  had  commanded  two  choufand 
^aels  *  to  be  given  us,  for  purchafing  Rice,  which 
we  fhould  deliver  out  in  our  Burying-ground  •,  and 
that  he  likewife  hoped,  we  would  exert  ourfelves  to 
the  utmofl:,  for  the  Comfort  and  Relief  of  fuch 
Numbers  of  unfortunate  People.  The  Mifiionarics 
received  this  Order  with  the  deepefl  Senfe  of  Grati- 
tude *,  and  were  of  Opinion  that  it  would  be  necelTary 
for  them,  tho*  fo  much  llraitcn'd  in  their  Circum- 
ItanceF,  to  raife  five  hundred  'Taeh^  and  employ 
them  in  charitable  Ufes. 

Fathers  Suarez  and  Parennbiy  who  were  appoint- 
ed to  diftribute  this  Charity,  ordered  large  Slovcs 
and  Kettles  to  be  got  ready.  They  then  bought 
Rice;  with  large,  neat  Porcelane  Difhes,  with  faked 
Roots  and  Herbs,  to  correal  the  Flarnefs  of  the 
Rice. 

At  the  Sight  of  a  Signal  which  v;as  raifed  for 
that  Purpofe,  the  Poor  entered  without  CorifLiHon, 
and  met  all  together  in  a  Place  appointed,  tlie  Men 
ffvinding  on  one  Side,  and  the  Women  r^n  riie  o- 
ther.     They  afterwards  were  made  to  go  back  thro* 

*  Tuel,  is  a  Name  gi'.'en,  by  the  Port:ii'u:':c,  t..  a  Chinese 
Coin,  called  by  the  latter  Learn.  According  to  Father  IcCo'nlte^ 
ten  Copper  Deniers  iiuikvi  a  Chinrze  Penny  ;  aiKi  ten  of  thcfe 
make  a  tenth  Part  of  their  Crown,  Qwlhc  Lcntr.,  (;r  -T.'cL  A 
Tael,  in  French  iMoney,  is  equal  to  four  L  wcs,  two  '^^Ib,  two 
Deniers  ^-j- :  ....Mow  four  Livrcs  male  e\ad!y  3  r.  6  d.  Ergli/h 
Money  ;  lo  that  the  Wiiule  Suui  ^ivcu  by  the  tjni-j.o!,  on  this 
Otadion,  ilxms  very  incoufii-.Ma'Je. 
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a  narrow  Paffage,  where  every  Perfon  received  his 
Portion  of  Rice  and  Herbage,  which  he  carried  to 
a  Place  where  they  all  met  •,  and  in  this  Manner 
'till  the  feveral  China  Dillies  were  emptied.  The 
Di  flies  were  then  got  together,  and  wafhed,  after 
which  the  reft  of  the  Poor  had  their  Meals,  in  the 
lame  Order  with  the  firft. 

The  moft  confiderable  Cbrijiians  of  the  City  came 
likcwife,  in  their  Turns,  to  ferve  the  Poor,  which 
they  did  in  the  moft  pious  Manner.  They  got  to- 
gether the  Difhes ;  kept  a  good  Order  and  Deco- 
rum ;  and  fpoke  Words  of  Comfort  to  all.  The 
Court  Mandarins  and  Eunuchs,  who  were  come  out 
of  Curiolity  to  view  this  Sight,  were  overjoyed  to 
fee  (o  excellent  an  Order  preferved,  without  the 
AITilbnce  of  Soldiers  j  to  find  fuch  Plenty  ;  and 
above  ail,  to  perceive  fuch  Cleanlinefs,  of  which 
thj  Cb'.ncze  are  fo  vaftly  fond  every  where.  They 
were  liuprized  to  find  Perfons,  of  diftinguifhed 
Birth  and  Riches,  mingling  indifcriminately  with 
the  Croud,  fo  far  as  even  to  furnifh  them  with 
the  littL^  Sticks  for  eadng  •,  and  afterwards  waiting 
upon  them,  with  all  imaginable  Politenefs,  as  tho' 
thcfe  poor  People  had  been  their  Guefts  *.  How 
excellent  (cried  they)  muft  the  Religion  be,  which 
infpires  fuch  modeft  Charity !  The  very  Bonzes  be- 
came cur  Panegyrifts  -,  near  an  Hundred  of  them 
being  'icd  every  Day  with  the  other  Poor.  In  this 
Manner  we  fupported,  during  four  Months,  above 
a  thoufand  Perfons  daily. 

/  am  with  great  RefpeSly  &c. 

Jartoux. 

•  Tlie  moil  laudable  Inllanccs  of  Humanity  and  Charity 
are  daily  fcen  in  Rom'ijh  Countries;  and 'twas  with  the  utmoit 
Satirfaiiilion  I  beheld  the  great  Tendernefs,  good  Nature,  and 
PainN  which  weie  raken  by  the  Sifters,  inafliftmg  and  comforting 
the  Sick  (no  lefs  than  fix  or  feven  Thoufand)  m  the  Hotel-Dieu 
ai  Bam. 

I  Father 
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Father  Papin,    to  Father  le   Gobien, 


Bengal,  i  y  Dec.  1 709. 


Reverend  Father ^ 


IFind  by  your  laft  Letter,  that  you  would  be  very 
well  pleafed  with  the  Remarks  I  made  on  fuch 
Things  in  this  Country,  as  appeared  to  me  molt 
worthy  of  Notice.  I  wifh  my  Occupations  had 
given  me  an  Opportunity  of  gradfying  the  utmoft 
Limits  of  your  Curiofuy  in  that  Refptdl :  Eut 
what  I  now  write,  is  only  a  fmall  Specimen  of  the 
Particulars  I  may  afterwards  fend,  in  cafe  this 
pleafes  you. 

By  the  Way,  I  don't  know  any  Country  that 
furnifhes  fo  great  a  Scope  for  writing  on  the  mecha- 
nic Arts,  and  on  Phyfic.  The  Artificers  are  lur- 
prizingly  i'kilful.  They  excel  particularly  in  mak- 
ing Linen  Cloath,  which  is  fo  very  fine,  that  Pieces 
of  a  very  great  Length  and  Breadth  may  be  eafily 
drawn  thro'  a  Ring  worne  on  the  Finger. 

Should  you  tear  a  Piece  of  Muflin  in  two,  and 
give  it  one  of  thefe  Fine-drawers,  'twould  be  im- 
polfible  to  find  out  the  Place  where  the  Pieces  had 
been  joined,  tho'  a  Mark  were  made  for  that  Pur- 
pofe.  Thefe  People  will  put  together,  fo  very  art- 
fully, the  broken  Pieces  of  a  Glafs,  or  China  Vufe, 
that  no  one  can  difcover  they  ever  >yere  fevered. 

Their  Goldfmiths  are  excelTively  curious  in  Fill- 
green  Works.  They  imitate,  to  great  Perfedion, 
the  European  Works,  tho*  neither  the  Forge  they 
ufe,  nor  the  reft  of  their  Implements  coft  above 
a  French  Crown. 

The  Loom  ufed  by  the  Weavers  is  purchafcd  at 
as  cheap  a  Price.  Thefe  Weavers  are  feen  fitting 
at  their  Looms,  in  their  own  Yards,  or  by  the  Way- 
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fide  •,  and  there  weave  the  fine  Linens  which  are  fo 
much   (ought  after  in  all  Parts  of  the  World. 

I'her^;  is  no  need  of  Wine  in  this  Country,  for 
makir.t^  Brandy  •,  the  Natives  making  it  with  Syrup, 
Suc^jUr,  ceitain  Rinds,  and  Roots:  And  this  Brandy 
burns  better,  and  is  as  ftrong,  as  that  of  Europe. 

They  paint  Flowers  and  gild  Glafs  very  neatly.  I 
have  been  furpiizcd  at  feeing  certain  Vefiels  for 
cooling  Water,  which  were  no  thicker  than  jso 
Pieces  of  Paper  ftuck  together. 

Our  Watermen  row  in  a  very  difFe'  nt  Manner 
from  yours ;  they  making  the  Oar  play  with  their 
Feet,  and  their  Hands  ferve  as  a  HypomochLuim  *. 

The  Colours  ufed  by  their  Dyers  are  fo  ftrong, 
that  they  never  become  fliinter  by  walhing. 

Ploughmen,  in  Europe^  prick  their  Oxen  with  a 
Goad,  to  make  them  go  forward,  but  ours  only 
twift  their  Tails.  Thefe  Beads  arc  exceedingly  trac- 
table ;  and  are  taught  to  rife,  or  fink,  in  order  to 
take  up  or  lay  down  their  Burthens. 

A  Fiand-mill,  which  does  not  cofl:  ten  Pence, 
is  ufed  for  breaking  the  Sugar-canes. 

A  Grinder  makes  his  own  Stone,  with  Lacker 
and  Fn:;.ry  f. 

A  Mafon  will  lay  the  Floor  of  the  largefl:  Hill 
with  a  Kind  of  Mortar,  compofed  of  Brick-duft 
and  Lime,  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  the  whole  fliall 
appear  as  a  fingle  Stone,  much  harder  than  San- 
dy-ilonc. 

I  favv  a  Kind  of  Pcnt-houfe,  forty  Foot  long, 
eiglit  broad,  and  lour  or  five  Inches  thick,    railed 


*  A  PoHcr,  or  fucii  like,  laid  nn<Ier  Stone  or  Timber,  the 
bet:cr  to  remove  them  from  their  Place. 

'\  A  iiK'talic  Scone,  xtry  haid  and  heavy,  found  in  all  Mines, 
paiticuhuJy  in  tJoie  of  Copi~er,  licn,  and  Gold.  '  I'is  iilf'd 
}nr  poiillii.'ig  and  buinilhing  Gold,  for  fcorping  'd  cuttin;^ 
t  ihii:-,  for  cmting  Marble  and   nrccioui  Stones,    the  Diamwid 

be  for  J 


s. 

lich  arc  fo 
brJd. 

untry,  for 
ith  Syrup, 
lis  Bratidy 
Europe. 
neatly.  I 
tfit'ls  for 
than  .',vo 

Manner 
nth  their 
Uum  *. 
3  ftrong. 


-n  with  d. 
urs  only 
gly  trac- 
order  to 

I  Pence, 

Lacker 


ft  Hill 
k-duft 

an  San- 


ic 
.le 


t  long, 
railed 

iber,  the 

I  Mines, 

I'is  'i)(ij 

cuttin;;- 

before 


TRAVELS  of  f/je Jesuits.     5^9 

before  me  •,  and  fixed  to  the  Wall  merely  by  01  c 
Side,  without  any  other  Support. 

Their  Pilots  tiike  the  I^uitude  by  a  Rope,  in 
which  arc  fcveral  Knots.  They  put  one  {\nLi  of  it 
between  their  Teeth  ;  and  then,  by  the  Help  of  a 
Piece  of  Wood  flrung  upon  the  Rope,  eafily  ob- 
ferve  the  Tail  of  the  Urfa  Mmor,  ronimonly  called 
the  Northern  or  Pole-ftar. 

Lim '  is  commonly  made  with  Sea-:l^jlb  •>  that 
compoled  of  Snails  is  ufed  for  whitL.ii...ig  Iioiifes', 
and  chat  of  Stone  to  chow  with  Bctel-leav:...  Somo 
take  the  Qiiantity  of  i-n  Egg  of  this  c\\.iy  Day. 

Butter  if?  made  in  t[ie  iirlt  Veflel  .hat  ;  omes  to 
Hand.  They  Jplit  a  Stick  in  four  Faits,  and 
ftretch  it  in  Proportion  to  the  ill  in  whicli  the 
Milk  lies.  They  then  turn  thio  Stick  round  and 
round,  by  M.ans  of  a  Rope  fadned-to  it,  not  long 
after  which  the  Butter  is  m.!.Je. 

Thofe  who  fell  Butter,  have  the  Art  to  make  ic 
pafs  for  frefli,  when  ftale  and  rank.  For  this  Pur- 
pofe  they  melt  it,  and  then  throw  in  fower,  ciiru!t.d 
Milk  j  eight  Hours  after  which  they  draw  it  our, 
in  Lumps  or  Clods,  llraining  it  thro'  a  Piece  of 
Linen. 

Their  Chymifts  ufe  the  firll  VelTcI  they  meet 
with,  to  extraft  Quick-Silver  out  of  Cinnabar, 
and  for  other  mercurial  Preparations ;  and  this  they 
do  in  the  mod  fimple  Manner.  They  pulverize 
all  Kind  of  Metals  with  great  Eafe,  to  which  I  my- 
felf  was  an  Eye-witnefs.  Talk  *,  and  Yellow 
Copper  are  highly  efteemed  here,  the  latter,  ac- 
cording to  them,  confuming  the  mofl:  vif:ous  Hu- 
mours, and  removing  the  mofl:  violent  Obftrac- 
tions. 

Their  Phyficians  are  more  cautious  in  ufing  Brim- 
Hone  than  thofe  of  Europe,  they  correcting  it  with 
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Butter.  They  likcwife  qualify  long  Pepper  b/ 
boiling  it  •,  and  boil  the  Richms  Amerkams  *  in  Milk, 
They  employ,  very  fuccefsfully,  againft  Feavers, 
Wolf-bane  -f  foftened  by  Cow's  Pifs,  and  Orpi- 
ment  qualified  by  LeiDnion  Juice. 

A  Pnyfician  is  not  allowed  to  vifit  a  Patient,  un- 
lefs  he  can  point  out  his  Diftemper,  and  difcover  the 
State  of  his  Ccriftitudon,  which  he  does  eafily  by 
tccling  the  Patient's  Pulfe. 

Let  no  one  fay,  that  a  Phyfician  may  eafily  mif- 
take  on  thefe  Occafions,  I  myfclf  having  fome  Ex- 
perience in  this  Science. 

TJie  Difcifes  which  prcivail  mofl  in  this  Country, 
are. 


I 


%'i'y.-fv/':Kn  cr  Coh'rn-'^.C'yhv       H\c  C'Lire 


for   ::iis  '^yx^  ,{;p:-.r  is,    to   k'.:v'p     ja-    Paiient   from 
drl:iking,  :'.nc1  'o  biiru  ihr  S'yics  of  his  Vtct. 

II.  The  Scnipru^  or  Letha'  gy,  which  is  cured  by 
putting  Cb>:nopourum  :[',  pounded  with  Vinegar,  in- 
to the  Eyes. 

III.  The  ?;//:?<?',  or  Obflniftion  of  the  Spleen, 
for  which  th?  only  fpecihc  Remedy  is  that  of  the 
Joguis^  or  hdinn  Penitents.  Thefe  make  a  fmall 
Incificri  in  the  Spleen,  and  afterwards  draw  a  long 
Needle  between  the  Skin  and  Fleili ;  then,  apply- 
ing a  Piece  of  Horn  to  the  Incifion,  they  draw  out 
a  certain  vifcousSubftancc  like  Matter  or  Corruption. 

Moll  of  rhe  Phyficians  of  this  Country  throw  a 
Drop  of  Oil  into  a  Patient's  Urine.  If  it  fpreads, 
they  declare  that  he  is  very  hot  inwardly  *,  but  if 
it  docs  not  dilate,  'tis  a  Symptom  that  he  wants 
Heat. 


*  In  French,   Plguor.s  eC  hide. 

"j-  A  poifonuL's  Ilerb. 

•|  Tcuniefort  itrms  it  Ckenopodium  Amhyrjlode  folio  Slnuato  ; 
»nd  'tis  called  P'wicut^  in  French.  'Tis  an  Herb  or  Plant  of  the 
Chcnopus  or  Gook-foot  Kind.  Tis  ot  an  .nyreeable  and  aromatic 
Goieil  j  is  good  in  Ailhmas,  ^c. 
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The  Vulgar  iifc  very  fimple  Remedies.     For  a 
violent  Head-ach,  they  take  (as  Snulf)  the  Powder 
of  pounded  Pomegranate-Shell,  with  four  Grains  of 
Pepper.     I'o  cure  a  common  Head-ach,    they  tie, 
in  a  Rag,  a  Compofition  of  Sal-Armoniac,    Lime 
and  Warer,  to  which  the  Perfon  fmeils.     A  (iiddi- 
nefs,  or  Vertigo,    arifing  from  cold,    thick  Blood, 
is    removed  by  drinking  Wine,    in    which  fome 
Grains  of  Frankincenfe  had  been  fleeped.    To  cure 
Deafnefs,  arifing  from  an  Abundance  of  cold  Hu- 
mours, they  fqeeze  a  Drop  of  Lem  men -Juice  into 
the  Ear.     To   relieve  the  Brain,    when  opprefTed 
with  Phlegm,  the  afflicted  Perfon  fmelh  to  a  Rag, 
filled  with  black  Cummin  pounded.  For  tiie  Tooth- 
ach,  a  Kind  of  Lozenges  made  with  Crumbs  of 
Bread,  with  the  Seed  of  Stramonia  *,  laid  upon  the 
Tooth  to  deaden  the  Pain.     For  a  Perfon  troubled 
with  the  Bloody-flux,    Mother-wort,    or  pounded 
"Wormwood,    are  applied  to  the  Nofc.     For  the 
Heat  of  the  Stomach,   or  fpitting  of  Blood,  they 
apply  a  Plaifler  made  of  Giraumont  -[",  baked  in  the 
Oven,  and  drink  the  Water  which  runs  from  it. 
To  cure  the  Cholic,  arifing  from  Wind  and  Phlegm, 
they  give  the  Patient  four  Spoonfuls  of  Water,  in 
which  were  boiled,   'till  the  Water  was  half  con- 
fumed,  Anife,  and  a  little  Ginger.  They  alfo  pound 
a  raw  Onion,  with  Ginger,  and  apply  them  cold  on 
that  part  of  the  Belly  where  the  Pain  is  felt.     For 
the  Uentery  t,    they  bake  a  Head  of  Garlick  in 
Aflies,  and  give  it  the  Patient  at  his  going  to  Bed  ; 
he  keeping  the  Garlick  in  his  Mouth,    and  fjcking 
its  Juice.     The  Juice  of  the  Cucumber-leaf  bruifed, 
purgesand  vomits.  A  Stoppage  of  Urine  is  cured  here, 

*  The  Plant  called  Siramon'mm,  is  a  Soporific  of  a  vey  dan- 
gerous Kind.     'Tis  alfo  called  StramoNia,  or  Thurn  apple. 

•j-  The  Giraumont  is  an  Indian  Fruit,  fliaped  like  a  great 
Goard,  and  of  the  Tafte  of  a  Pompion. 

I  A  Diltemper,  when  Suftenance  reiurns  unconcealed, 
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by  drinking  a  Spoonful  of  Olive  or  Sweet-oil,  welj 
mixed  with  the  like  Quantity  of  "Water.  For  a 
Loofenefs,  they  parch  and  burn  a  Spoonful  of  white 
Cummin,  and  a  little  Ginger  bruifed,  and  mixed 
with  Sugar.  I  have  feen  Fevers  cured,  by  giving  the 
Patient,  before  the  Fit  came  on,  three  large  Pills 
compofed  of  Ginger,  black  Cummin,  and  long  Pep- 
per. For  Tertian  Agues,  they  give  the  Patient,  dur- 
ing three  Days,  three  Spoonfuls  ofTeucrium  *  Juice, 
or  Germander,  with  a  little  Salt  and  Ginger  f. 

What 


•  An  Herb.  Some  think  it  fo  called  from  the  7rojan  Teu- 
cert  as  tho'  he  firll  difcovered  its  Virtue,  which  probably  is  a 
Chimera. 

i"  The  learned  Mr.  Bernier,  Fol.  II.  pag.  152.  ds'y^f.  of  his 
Voyages,  fpeaking  of  the  Arts  and  Sciences  of  thefe  Indians^ 
fays,  That  they  have  a  great  Number  of  Treatifes  on  Phyfic, 
which  may  moll  properly  be  confidered  as  fo  many  Books  of 
Receipts.     The  chief  of  thefe,  and  which  is  of  the  greateft  An- 
tiquity, is  writ  in  Verfe.     I  mull  obferve  (continues  he)  that 
their  Pradlice  differs  pretty  much  from  ours,  and  is  grounded  on 
the  following  Principles  :  That  a  Patient  who  is  troubled  with  a 
Fever,  requires  but  little  Suftenance  :  That  Abltinence  is  the  beft 
Remedy  in  the  Cure  of  Difeafes .    That  nothing  more  pernici- 
ous can  be  adminiflred  to  a  Patient  than  Meat- Broths,  nothing 
corrupting  fooner  in  the  Stomach  of  a  feverilh  Perfon  ;  and  that 
Blood  fhould  never  be  taken  away,  except  in  the  greateft  and 
moft  evident  Neceffity,  as  when  a  Delirium  is  apprehended  ;  or 
that  the  Phyfician  perceives  an  Inflammation  in  fome  confidera- 
ble  Part,  as  the  Breaft,  the  Liver,    or  the  Reins.     Whether  this 
be  the  beft  Pra dice,  I  ihall  fubmit  to  the  Judgment  of  our  learn- 
ed Phyficians,  but  I  myfelf  found  that  it  fucceeded  among  them. 
'Tis  followed  not  only  by  the  Heathen  Phyficians,  but  alfo  very 
ftridlly  by  the  M;^a/ and  MoZ^awiw^^^w  Phyficians,  who  are  guided 
by  A'vicenna  and  A^verroes,  efpccially  with  refped  to  Meat- Broths. 
The  Moguls  indeed  bleed  a  little  more  ccpioufly  than  the  Hea- 
,^hens,  they  commonly  taking  away  (in  Difeafes  when  they  dread 
the  Accidents  abovementioned)  not  a  fmall  Qu  mtity  of  Blood, 
bur,  eighteen  or  twenty  Ounces,  after  ti^.e  Manner  of  the  An- 
tients.     Patients,    on  thefe   Occafions,  often  faint  away ;   and 
thefe  copious  Bleedings  irequently  quite  extirpate  the  Difeafe  in 
its  Infancy,  as  Galen  fays,  of  which  I  m}felf  have  been  often  an 
Eye-witnefs. 

7'he  Heathens  are  utterly  unskilled   in  Anatomy,    and  talk 
very  impertinently  about  it.    But  'tis  no  wonder  they  fhould  be 

fo 
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"What  I  here  prefent  you,  reverend  Father,  is  on- 
ly a  Sketch  of  the  Remarks  made  by  me  on  the 
Arts  and  Phyfic  of  this  Conn  cry.  It  you  arc  de- 
firous  of  more,  or  want  to  be  better  informed  con- 
cerning thofe  I  now  fend  you,  pleafe  to  let  me 
know.  I  fliall  find  a  Pleafurc  in  gratifying  your 
Curiofity,  and  of  proving  to  you  with  how  much 
Refped, 

/  am  Sec. 

Papin, 

fo  ignorant  in  this  Article,  as  they  never  open  the  IJodies  either 
of  Man  or  Animals.  They  have  this  in  lo  much  Horror,  that 
whenever  I  opened  living  Goats  and  Sheep,  b.rore  my  Ag •,  to 
give  him  an  Idea  of  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood,  and  ihow 
him  P.jcquei's  Dutt,  by  which  the  Ciiyle  flows  at  lali  ii.to  the 
right  Ventricle  of  the  Heart,  they  all  fled,  and  trembled  for 
Fear  ;  neverthelefs  they  aflert,  that  there  are  exactly  five  thou- 
fand  Veins  in  the  human  Body  i  ard  this  they  affirm  with  as 
much  Confidence  as  if  they  had  counted  them  one  by  one. 

The  above  Particulars  are  the  more  valuable,  as  they  are  ex- 
tracted from  the  Writings  of  a  Gentleman,  who  was  not  only  an 
excellent  Scholar,  but  likewife  a  Phyiician.  To  thefe  I  ihall 
add  what  we  find  on  this'Subjeft,  in  another  very  learned  Author, 
Mr.  la  Cfoze,  who,  pa^e  48^1  of  his  Hijloire  du  Chrijiianifme 
des  Indes^  informs  us  ;  tiiat,  "  with  regard  to  Phyfic,  'tisefteem- 
**  ed  by  the  Indians^  and  lludied  with  great  Care,  tho'  ground- 
**  ed  on  Principles  which  differ  greatly  from  ours,  and  are  very 
**  conformable  to  their  natural  Philofophy.  In  their  Books  are 
"  found  the  Names  and  Caufes  of  all  Dileafes,  as  well  as  of  the 
Remedies  to  be  applied  to  them.  They  have  a  peculiar  Re- 
gard to  the  Pulfe,  this  being  a  long  Study,  and  intermixed 
with  fuperltitious  Obfervations,  for  which  Reafon  their  Pradice 
is  more  to  be  depended  upon  than  their  Knowledge.  Such 
Europeans  as  are  fettled  in  India  confult  very  willingly  the 
Heathen  Phyficians,  and  find  great  Benefit  by  their  Prefcrip- 
**  tions.  Their  Knowledge  and  Praftice  in  Phyfx  bears  a  great 
**  Affinity  to  thofe  of  the  Chineze^\  Thefe  Particulars  fecni 
extradled  from  a  MSS.  Relation  of  the  reverend  and  learned  Mr. 
Ziegenbalg,  of  whom  farther  Mention  will  be  made  in  the  Se- 
quel of  thefe  Notes.  I  am  to  obferve,  that  Mr.  '/.iegenhalg  was 
one  of  the  Authors  to  whom  we  were  obliged  for  the  thirty-four 
Conferences  betiveen  the  Danifh  Mijfonaries  and  the  Malabarian 
Bramins,  dfff.  tranflated  by  Mr.  Philips^  Preceptor  to  his  Royal 
Highnep  the  Duke  of  Cumbcriarid,  ntj  uq-w  iHiioriograpber  to 
hi!  Majefty. 

D  E  D  I. 
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DEDICATION. 

I0  the  Jesuits  of  FRANCE* 

Reverend  Fathers^ 

YO  UMl  find  by  the  Letters  fent  us  from  Carnata, 
that  in  this  new  MilTion,  as  in  all  thofe  of  In- 
dia^ the  MifiV  naries  areobiiged  to  be  continually  upon 
their  Guard,  to  prevent  their  bdng  taken  tor  Euro- 
peans ;  for  this,  alone,  would  defeat  all  their  Labours, 
tho'  they  fliould  meet  with  no  other  Obftacles  in 
the  Rxfrcife  of  their  fpiritual  Functions. 

''lis  to  free  therufelv^^s  froni  tl  cfcSurpIcions,  that 
after  liavinp;  Icarpi  the  Language  and  Cuftoms  of 
the  Coantr/,  uw.y  v^'car  the  Drclr,  of  the  Penitent 
Indi^inU  and  afTutrse  th?  NairiL*.  of  Sanias  Romabouri^ 
that  is,  Ks:nan  Pri;  fir.  or  Fruiis  come  from  the 
Nortli  -f.     For  this  Rcafon  liicy  fubmic  to  all  the 

Indian 

♦  Vc-.  X.  of  the  Orglnal  begins  here. 

•|-  The  Jcfuits  are  very  much  bir.med  for  this  by  Mr.  la  Croze^ 
who,  pa^.  447,  cbierves,  "  That  the  Worlhippers  of  Tchi-ven 
*'  or  Iftiiwt  rub  tbf  ?r  Foreheads,  and  fome  other  Parts  of  their 
**  Bodies,  with  A;i:cs  made  of  Cow-dung.  They  look  upon 
*•  thefe  Aihes  as  very  iioly,  as  beinc;  a  public  Confeffion  of  the 
*•  Zeal  and  Confidence  tiicy  have  in  their  Idol.  The  Jefuit- 
*'  Miflionaries  in  Madura,  who,  denying  abfolutely  their  being 
**  Pranguis,  or  European  ChrijUans,  call  themfdvcs  Santas  or 
*•  Brariins  Come  from  the  North,  rub  themlelves,  and  their 
'*  new  Converts,  with  tlje  Afiius  in  queition.  Tiicy  likewife 
*♦  wear  the  three  Strmgs  of  the  Bramins,  by  which  theie  idola- 
*•  troiis  Priefls  profefs  themfehes  devoted  to  the  Worfhip  of  the 
*'  three  Deitii?s  who  govtrn  the  Univerfe,  Tiiefe  MiUionaries 
*'  tell  us,  that  this  is  one  of  the  Marhs  of  Nobility,  as  indeed 
'*  it  is,  but  of  a  fuperftiticus  Nobility,  which  is  grounded  on  I- 
**  dolatry.  Thelc  Things  are  prafticed  in  the  AliiTion  of  Ma- 
**  ffura,  of  which  the  Jeliiits  continue  to  publifh  fo  many  Won- 
*'  dersi  tho'  thele,  fo  tar  from  chan^g'ng  Paganifm  into  true  Re- 

**  ligion. 
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Indian  Cuftoms,  however  harfh  and  ^ifagreeable  ; 
that  they  fit  crofs-Iegg'd  upon  the  Ground  •,  eat  alfo 
fitting  upon  the  Ground,  without  touching  any 
Thing  with  the  left  Hand,  which  the  Indians  think 
quite  rude  and  indecent  •,  that  they  obferve  a  conti- 
nual Fad,  never  making  but  one  Meal  a  Day,  which 
confifts  of  fome  Fruits,  PuHc  or  Roots,  and  a  Htde 
Rice  boiled  in  Water ;  you  having  heard  that 
Bread,  Wine,  Meat,  Eggs,  and  Fifh,  the  ufual 
Food  of  other  Nations,  are  abfolutely  forbid  a 
MifTionary  of  the  Eajl-Indies.  Had  the  firfl  Mif- 
lionaries  of  Madura  refufed  ever  fo  little  to  devote 
themfelves  to  this  Kind  of  Life,  in  its  utmoft  Ri- 
gour, their  Zeal  would  have  been  rendered  fruit- 
lefs  •,  and  they  would  not  have  converted  feveral 
Bramins,  and  above  an  hundred  and  ■  fifty  thoufand 
Idolaters.  The  like  Care  and  Circumfpedlion  were 
ufed  in  eilablilhing  the  Miflion  of  Carnata, 

'Tis  Icarce  poffible  to  conceive,  whence  fhould  a- 
rife  this  infuperable  Averfion  which  the  Indians  en- 
tertain for  the  Europeans.  Certain  Perfons  who  are 
concerned  foi  the  Progrefs  of  the  Gofpel  in  India^ 
having  defired  fome  Light  into  that  Matter,  I  Ihall 
fatisfy  them  here  *,  and  this,  at  the  fame  Time,  will 
enable  them  to  form  a  ftill  better  Idea  of  the  Ge- 
nius and  Manners  of  the  Pcop'e  in  queftion. 

For  this  Purpofe  we  muft  fuppofe  two  Things, 
which  being  but  tranfiently  mentioned  in  the  fifth 


•*  ligion,  don't  fcruple  to  adopt  the  exterior  Charadleriflics  of 
**  the  Heathen  Superflitions,  and  employ  them  openly  in  the  fc- 
•*  veral  Places  where  they  refide  and  make  Converts." 

As  I  w:.s  arraigning  the  Hypocrify  of  the  Jefuits  on  thefe  Oc- 
cafions,  to  an  ingenious  Roman  Cothoiic,  a  Friena  of  mine,  his 
Opinion  was,  that  ihofe  Fathers  ought  to  be  highly  applauded 
for  their  Coriduft,  as  it  was  the  moll  likely  ^'ay  of  giving  Suc- 
cefs  to  their  political  Deftgns,  and  was  perfectly  confcnant  to  the 
Spirit  which  animates  their  Society  ;  and  that  on  the  contrary, 
thole  Friars  cf  other  Orders  who  have  bjen  ItTs  flexible,  only 
ihewed  their  Simplicity  and  Ignorance  of   the  World. 

Volume 
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Volume  oF  thefe  Letters  *,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  enlarge  upon  them  here. 

Firft,  that  the  Eaft  Indians  are  divided  into  va- 
rious Claflcs,  called  by  the  Portugueze  Cajies  -f,  of 
which  there  arc  three  Principal.  That  of  the  Bra» 
winSy  who  are  the  Nobility  :  The  Cafte  of  the 
Kchatrys  or  Rajas  ;|,  who  are  as  the  Gentry  in  Eu- 
rope \  and  the  Cafte  of  the  Ckoutres  ||,  or  com- 
mon People. 

Befides  thefe  three  Caftes,  which  are  very  nume- 
rous, there  is  a  fourth  called  the  Cafte  of  the  Pa- 
riaSy  including  the  Dregs  of  the  Populace.  This 
Carte  is  confidered  by  all  the  reft,  as  quite  vile  ;  fo 
that  nothing  is  thought  fo  infamous  as  to  hold  the  leaft 
Correfpondence  with  them.  The  Parias  are  deteft- 
ed  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  all  Things  touched  by 
them  are  inftantly  polluted,  and  can  never  be  ufed 
again.  They  are  never  fpoke  to  but  at  a  Diftance, 
nor  allowed  to  live  in  Towns  or  Cities,  but  inha- 
bit Villages  apart,  at  a  certain  Diftance  (which  is 
limited^  from  the  Habitations  of  the  reft  of  the 
Indians, 

Each  of  thefe  principal  Caftes  is  fubdivided  into 
other  fubordinate  Caftes,  fome  of  which  are  alfo 
nobler  than  the  reft.  The  Cafte  of  the  Choutres 
has  the  greateft  Number  of  thefe  inferior  Caftes, 
it  containing  the  Caftes  of  Tradefmen,  Ploughmen, 
Goldfmiths,  Carpenters,  Mafons,  Painters,  Wea- 
vers, ^c.  Every  Trade  is  confined  to  its  Cafte  ; 
and  thofe  only  who  are  Members  thereof  can  follow 
fuch  Trade. 


*  That  is,  of  the  original  French.  See  Page'^60.  &/eg.  Vol,  I. 
of  the  prefent  Work. 

f  Derived  from  the  Portuguese  Word  Cajiat  fignifying  Pro- 
geny or  Offspring. 

;j:  Thefe,  in  our  Relations,  arc  commonly  called  Rajaputes 
or  Rajhboots »  by  wliich  Names  I  alfo  fiiall  term  them  in  this 
Work. 

\  Thefe  alfo  are  called  Banians, 

Thus 
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Thus  a  Carpenter,  who  flioukl  concern  hhnfelf 
with  the  Trade  of  a  Goklfmith,  would  be  feverely 
puniHied.  However,  there  are  certain  ProfefTions 
which  a  Member  of  any  Caftc  among  the  Choutres 
may  follow  5  fuch  as  thofe  of  the  Soldier,  Tradef- 
man,  or  Ploughman.  But  there  are  others  which 
infinitely  debafe  thofe  who  exercife  them  ;  for  In- 
ftance,  the  Indians  rank  among  the  Farias^  Fifher- 
men.  Shepherds,  or  Herdfmen,  Shoemakers ;  and 
all  in  general  concerned  in  the  working  or  drefllng 
of  Leather. 

The  fecond  Thing  to  be  obferved  is,  no  Indian 
can  eat  with  a  Member  of  a  Carte  inferior  to  his 
own,  without  degrading  himfelf ;  nor  touch  any 
Food  dreflcd  by  a  Perfon  of  fuch  a  Cafte.  A  Bra- 
min,  and  not  a  Choutre^  muft  drefs  the  Victuals  of 
another  Bramin. 

•Tis  the  fame  with  regard  to  Matrimony,  which 
no  Perfon  is  allow'd  to  contrafb  with  another  of  a 
different  Cade  :  For  any  Perfon  who  fhould  marry 
into  a  Cade  inferior  to  his  own,  would  be  branded 
for  ever  ;  be  looked  upon  as  the  vileft  Wretch,  and 
be  totally  expellee!  his  Cafte. 

In  fine.  Words  could  never  cxprcfs  the  extra- 
vagantly-high Opinion  which  the  Bramins  entertain 
of  their  own  Nobility,  the  Fondnefs  they  have  for 
their  own  Cufloms ;  and  the  ContempL  \\\  which  they 
hold  the  Laws  and  Ufages  of  all  otiicr  Nations.* 

You 

•  As  Authors  write  varloufly  concerning  thcfe  Cades,  and  Mr, 
la  Croze  liavii  g  given  us  feme  Account  (,f  them  (from  MSS, 
J  believe,  of  the  Icarne  1  M\\  Ziejienbalg)  in  his  Wjhire  du  Chri- 
Jiianifine  des  Lutts,  p.  .;.76,  l^  feq.  1  ih;ill  thence  extinct  fome 
Particulnrs  to  our  Purpcfe.  The  different  Tribes,  (  ays  he)  or 
Cailes  of  the  L„ii:!n'^  lieferve  a  pamcular  Attention.  .Vnoncf 
thefe  hidiansy  no  Fcrlnn  can  rifca^  ovc  nis  IV.rth  i  a  Son  iio'uig'j 
to  continue  in  iiis  Father's  Tribe,  and  lo  ibliow,  e;:cc;^:  m  cer- 
tain Caies,  which  arc  very  rare,  his  Trade  cr  Prr.iVliiun.  it 
may  be  hippoled,  that  I'olicy  t^ilt  intrcJ'-ir-'d  ti.i:>  Lu:lo;;i  \n 
%i/'/,  whence   it    fct'iiib    lO  nave  U'cu  brov^'u  in:o  l.d  a,  atul 
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You  now  may  eafily  perceive  what  it  was  that 
gave  the   Indians  this  infupcruble  Averfion  to  the 

Europeans. 

there  lias  dcgenrrartcl  into  Superftition.  Tho'  there  are  but  four 
chief  TiiL)':-^,  or  Caftrs,  (being  thofe  whofc  Origin  they  refer  to 
the  eleventh  World)  they  ncvrrthelefs  reckon,  by  various  Subdi- 
vifions,  nirifty-cighr,  whole  Names  and  different  Employments 
arc  mentionM  by  the  Danip  iVliflionaries.  The  firft  is  thai  of 
the  "Hratiuji  J  this  is  a  factrdotal  Tribe,  which  may  be  com- 
parM,  in  iome  /.  eafure,  to  that  of  L^^'/ among  the  Jenjus.  The 
Ttiuminsvixc  cl.e  Guardians  of  the  facred  Books,  the  Knowledge 
ct  which  they  ccnccal  from  the  other  Tribes.  They  alfo  are 
tiic  Chicis  ol  ihe  Nation,  and  the  Priells  of  the  People,  who 
r.iiik,  :.t  the  Head  of  all  their  Duties,  that  of  contributing  to 
tlicir  Support;  an  Obligation  from  which  even  their  Kings  are 
not  excmi  t.  The  reft  of  the  Caftes  diiFer  from  one  another  by 
the  Aclduion  or  Diminution  of  certain  Prerogatives,  which  an- 
liciit  Cullom  has  tllablifh'd.  They  never  marry  into  different 
Tribes,  and  frequently  hate  one  another  mortally.  A  Man  of 
a  fuperiur  Cille  is  polluted  merely  by  the  Touch  of  a  Perfon  of 
a  diflerent  Tribe  ;  and  this  Pollution  is  greater,  in  Proportion  to 
the  iVleannefs  of  fuch  Perfon's  Calle.  As  they  all  in  general 
bear  an  incrtdible  Averfion  to  the  Europeans^  whom  they  call 
Fraj'.ks,  or  Pt unguis ^  and  look  upon  them  as  the  mod  infamous 
Nations  of  tiie  World  ;  every  Indian  who  turns  Chrijlian  is  ab- 
foiutely  expel. eJ  his  Tribe,  and  expofed  to  the  Infults  of  all  his 
CouiUiymen.  Accordingly,  we  don't  hr.d  that  the  Chrijiian 
Religion  has  made  any  grc:u  Progrefs  in  this  Country,  nvhate'ver 
the  Romifh  MiJJl oneirics  may  pretend.  The  fingle  Cafte  of  the 
Baf7-a'ves,  who  arc  iea  faring  Fei  Tons,  have  embraced  the  Romijh 
l<elii.;io;i  on  certain  Conditions,  which  permit  the  Indians  in 
Qj\;i''.on  to  prcfervc  i'art  of  their  anticnt  Ufages. 

J;>  tiie  Way,  this  mutual  Haired  of  the  Caftes  is  not  abfo- 
Inteiy  eilablillrd  on  tlie  Principles  of  their  Religion,  tho*  the 
Bramius  fotncncit  by  thoir  Initruflions  ;  and  that  long  Cuftom  has 
loaded  it  with  Ceicinonies  incxprellibly  fuperftitiou*  and  trouble- 
r.inc.  Ku-vHer,  one  of  their  Prophets,  complain'd  of  this,  by 
obicrving,  that  IJinima  himfelf  had  a  Concubine  of  the 
Tr*b.^  ot  the  Baraians,  now  look'd  upon  as  one  of  the  moft 
intamous.  To  this  i.:;  adds  ;  "  Does  the  Rain  of  Heaven  fall 
*'  uitu  any  Difference  on  Men  ?  Does  the  Sun  diftribute  his 
**  Light  unt-qually  to  them  ?  Mankind  are  one,  as  God  is  one." 
Tne  uV/«;//j.vf/j,  or  i^evotoes  in  htdiay  of  whom  we  have  fpoke, 
have  no  Repaid  to  tiiis  DiiHndion  cf  Tribes.  They  eat  indif- 
cnniinatcly  i'l  all  H'.nilt-s,  wicliout  enquiring  into  the  Cafte  of  the 
Niaiier;  of  tl.e  n.  **  Are  not  we  all  (lays  one  of  them)  defcended 
•'  iioiix  the  lams  Orginal?  Hav^  not  all  of  us  the  fame  Lan- 
guage 
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'Europeans,  X'hc  Portngueze^  at  their  Hril  coJiiifi;^ 
into  Indiay  did  not  follow  any  of  t!ic  Culloins  lUM 
in  that  Part  of  the  World ;  did  not  tr.ukc  .my  Dil- 
tindtion  with  regard  to  Callc^v  hut  mixing  ihdilcii- 
minately  with  the  Farias^  even  took  lumc-  of  them 
into  their  Service  i  from   which  I'ime,  the  prodi- 

*•  guagc  and  Ljiw  t  We  all  l\'e  nnd  die  aftrr  the-  fame  Mann  r ; 
•'  and  'tis  manifell  that  no  Dillin«liion  o.igliL  to  i,-;  iuuuc  among 
**  Mankind."  The  Ferfons  wIjo  write  rlidl'  'livings  To  fur  lloiii 
paHlng  for  Hereticki  among  tnc  InMans,  ar«.  tii*  J^it  to  be*  more 
enligliten'd  titan  the  rclt  of  Men.  Ncverthclo.  inch  ib  the 
Stupidity  or  Prejudice  of  the  common  People,  tiiai  they  will  not 
change  ever  fo  little  their  old  Cuftoms. 

The  Indians  fiill  adhere  to  thoir  antient  Abftinence,  founded 
on  the  Doftrine  of  Tranfmigration  .ind  other  Sipciftiiions. 
'TwouM  bo  impoHlble  lo  perluadc  a  BratKt/i  to  cat  uic  Fltlh  of 
Animals,  from  which  moft  of  the  orhcr  Caliesallb  abltain,  and 
feed  on  nothing  but  Rice,  Mi!k,  Herb?,  and  I'Vaits.  The  In- 
diam  (hun  very  carefully  the;  Touch  of  the  Ewopcuiis ;  and  vvou'd 
not,  for  the  World,  eat  any  Tiiing  tliat  had  gone  through  their 
Hands ;  they  even  abhor  tlicfc  winch  Foreigners  had  only  iouk'd 
upon,  whom,  for  this  Reafon,  they  forbid  tlieir  Ilouil-b,  and  will 
not  let  them  touch  the  Vefllh  uf'ed  by  them  for  eating  and  diink- 
ing  *  and  if  an  European  happens  to  touch  them,  u.cy  inllantiy 
break  them  to  Pieces.  They  are  equally  careful  in  avoiding  to  fee 
Foreigners  at  their  Moals,  and  have  nu.nbcrlcfb  SupcrlUtioiis  on 
that  Occafion.  Every  Caile  has  fome  which  arc  pccidiar  to  ir. 
"The  only  Circumiiarcj  in  which  they  all  ag;ec  in  i...  to  uafii  be- 
fore and  after  Meals.  Every  Perfon  ea:s  auart,  iictiu  '  on  the 
Ground,  and  touching  the  Victuals  only  wiui  truu- lii^h:  Hand, 
the  left  being  employ'd  fjr  different  Lies.  A  'u'o.-ii'n  uoea  not 
«at  till  after  her  Husband  has  done  ;  and  ihcy  aie  q.;i:c  liK-nt  at 
Meals.  They  never  Lave  .^ny  Ecalts  or  Banquet^,  at.d  arc  ican- 
duliz'd  at  thcfe  of  the  Euroijeanst  iii>  v.'.'ii  as  :;t:  i..c.r  taLin'^;  the 
Flclh  of  Animals.  Th-.y  arc  lor  cvtr  roproachiag  tii^-  Aliiiion- 
aries  on  this  Account,  as  being  an  A>oninat;on  t'.iat  ilt-liroys  all 
the  Advantages  whicli  they  Ihould  reap  by  tUi-ning  d.'rn'ictns. 

However,  fome  of  the  inferior  C^.iL's  eat  oi  ali  Tiiiiii^i  indif- 
criminatciy,  even  to  the  Carcaffes  tf  O.ita  and  C  ;u'h  caat  died 
of  Dillempers.  Thefe  People,  cali'd  Baray.ins,  are  had  in  ut- 
ter Dctellacion  by  all  the  Tribes ;  and  an  India, >  c^mhoi  be  more 
grofly  affronted,  than  by  being  cali'd  a  Buniyj.:.  I'heie  are  a 
few  others  whj  eat  FiHi  and  Fowl,  and  thcic  arc  conhcercd,  by 
their  Ccuatrymen,  as  D.ubic-dLaicrs, 
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gious  Contempt  in  which  the  Indians  held  the  Pa- 
riiis^  extended  to  the  Ponuguczc  thcmfclves,  and 
hiis  been  pcrpctiuitcd  ever  finic. 

TlKHigh  the  rcll  of  the  Europeans  knew  how  ex- 
ceedingly fcriipulous  the  Indians  are  upon  this 
Head,  thty  yet  were  as  httlc  uprm  their  Guard  as 
the  Porti'^^uezL\  and  livVl  (wiieiher  French^  ^.ng- 
hfl?^  or  Dutch)  in  India^  jud  as  in  their  refpedlive 
Countries;  without  putting  themfelves  under  any 
Keflrainr,  or  complying,  lb  much  as  they  might 
have  done,  with  the  Olages  of  the  Country.  To 
tliis  may  be  added,  the  Diflblutenefs  of  many  a- 
mor.f.;  tlicm,  their  exceflive  drinking  of  Wine,  and 
the  Familiarity  with  which  they  treated  the  Mini- 
fiers  of  their  Religion  •,  thefe  Particulars  united, 
gave  infinite  Difguft  to  a  People  naturally  fober  and 
rclerved  i  a  People  who  difcover  the  higheft  Vcnc- 
ladon  for  llich  among  their  Countrymen  as  are  their 
1  Vac  hers*. 

/  (?;;/,  &c. 


J.  B.  Du  Halde. 


Fjthcr  DE  LA  Lane,  to  Father  Mourgue?. 


Reverend  Father^ 


Pondicbery,    "^O  January y   170;. 


Y  Obligations  to  you,  and  your  Concern  for 
the   Succefs   with  which   Heaven  has  been 
plL-aled    to  crown  fhe  Labours  of  the  MilTionaries, 

induce 


*  The  IT/iircd  of  tliefe  Indians  for  all  the  Chrijlian  Natiors 
of  Einop?.  15  ;.i  '.ounted  for  in  a  vtiy  d.iFerent  and  natural  Man- 
in  r  bv  Air.  /.'.'  Crcze,  p.  531.  of  ius  Hi/f.  du  Chrijiiani/me  da 
hid:s.  Iron^  all  that  has  betn  cbfervV,  (lays  he)  it  appears, 
ti)::t  the  Hatred  v.  iiicii  the  hidiuns  bear  to  all  the  Chri/tian  Na- 
tions jn  Ei:,cj.i,  ih  kvcli'd  chiefly  at  the  Portugtiezey  which  is 
fkr  Icj'i  QwvA'i  10  iiiv.il  having  a  Fuaiiliarity  with  the  low  Calk--. 
1  among 


any 


TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits.      371 

induce  mc  to  inform  you  of  the  prcfenr  State  of  the 
Cbrijlian  Religion  in    India ,  and   to  comnuinicatc 

the 

among  the  Indians,  than  to  the  Knowledge  thofc  Henthcm  have 
of  their  Cruelty  ;  of  their  Spirit  fif  D  -minion,  even  ia  prca:!.- 
ing  the  Ciofpel  ;  and  of  tlieir  immcrai  Behaviour.  U  as  this 
otherwiie,  tiic  Indians  uouM  not  pay  lb  miicli  Rcfpei^  to  thvir 
(inaniguelsf  or  fpiritual  Men,  who  laugh  at  thefi;  lliprrllitious 
DiftinClions ;  and  wou'd  not  iiate  the  Puriuguezc  more  than  tliry 
do  the  Mohammedans,  of  whom  they  fpeak  with  Rifpedenoup-li, 
as  appears  from  the  Writings  of  the  Millionarics  of  Ininquebar. 
IJeftdes,  the  Chireze^  who  are  not  divided  into  Calles  as  the  /«- 
dians,  have  a  lliil  greater  Contempt  for  the  Portu^uize,  The 
Mandarin  of  the  Capital  of  the  Ifland  in  which  is  litiiated  Mn- 
cao,  a  City  of  China  where  the  Portugueze  have  bien  fcitled  ever 
fince  the  fixtecnth  Century,  treat  'em  with  fovciei^n  Contempt, 
as  appears  from  a  Paflage  of  Father  Naiarette,  one  of  the  fin- 
cerelt,  and  moft  iilullrious  Mifl'ionaries,  who  have  writ  conceining 
thefe  Countries.  **  When  the  Citizens  of  Afaa.o  have  feme 
AfFliir  to  tranfaft,  they  fend  their  Deputies  (uho  gj  in  a  Body, 
with  their  Vatas^  cr  Battnnns,  in  their  Hams)  to  the  Manda- 
rin d  tlie  Illand,  he  rcliding  but  a  fliort  league  fiom  Macao. 
They  then  addrefs  him,  on  tiieir  Knees,  hcluing  the  Memo- 
rial in  tl.cir  Hands.  Wiien  the  Mandarin  gives  them  the 
Difpatches,  'tis  ex  pre  (Ted  in  the  following  Terms:  This  l~ai- 
barous  and  brutal  Nation  requires  fuch  and  j'liJ}  "Things :  ""lis 
granted  or  refuJeJ.  The  Portugueze  being  ti  us  dilniill". d,  le- 
turn  very  gravely  ro  their  City.  Some  ot  theil-  Deputies  are 
Gentlemen,  and  Knights  of  ihe  Order  of  Chrijt,  with  their 
"  Croflcs  on  their  Brealls." 

This  mull  be  a  great  Mortification  to  P^  rfons,  who  imagine 
that  ail  thefe  Kingdums  of  the  Eall  belong  to  ihem  by  V  raie  of 
the  Bull  granted  by  Pope  Alexander  VI;  and  who,  by  Virtue  of 
this  noble  Donation,  exclude,  to  the  utmoll  cf  their  Powir,  from 
thefe  Countries,  all  Preachers  whofe  MilTicns  wer^?  not  confirm'd 
in  Lisbon.  This  is  another  Inconveniency  in  ihcialtern  Mif- 
fions.  Should  thefe  Nations,  fays  leather  Na-vaictte,  cciKcto  knor.u 
thii,  not  one  European  luouldhe  left  ali-v:  in  their  E/f:pifcs.  Wiuc 
an  odd  Scene  wou'd  it  be,  had  I  Leifure  ro  mention  die  Hatred 
which  breaks  out  fo  often  between  tiic  Miliicnai  ie;;  of  dilVerent 
Nations  and  Orders.  Thc-y  ufe  their  utiiiLfl  i^^iiueavours  to  de- 
fame one  another,  with  reciprocal  Rep;oaches ;  ana  frc-ej'jently 
apply  to  the  Heathen  Magiilratcs,  in  order  to  ;u.n  rre  another. 
.1  cannot  dwell  any  longer  on  this  vaHl>-[rui  fjl  Saiject,  as  it 
wou'd  carry  me  beyond  tiie  Limits  of  my  Dcfiv^ti. 

In    how   different  a  Light  do  the  'Jif'tits  api)tar,  in  t!ii:;  Paf- 
fage  of  iMr.  U  Croze  P  To  hear  the   Rehuiuu  whidi  t^ieie  i^a- 
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the  Obfcrvations  I  made  on  the  Religion  and  Man- 
ners of  a  great  Nation,  httle  known  to  the  Euro- 
peans, 

You  know  there  are  three  great  MifTions,  of  our 

Society,  in  that  Part  of  the  Peninfula  on  this  Side 

the  CtvigcSy  lying  to  the  South  of  the  Empire  of  the 

Gicat  Mogul.     The  fii li;  is  the  Milfion  of  Madura^ 

beginning  at  Cape  Comorin^  and  extending  to  Pon- 

dkhery,^  in  about  12  Degrees  North  Latitude.     The 

fecond  is  that  of  Mejjoor  *,  a  large  Kingdom,  whofe 

Monarch  is  tributary  to  the  Great  Mogul:  'Tis  to 

the  North  of  that  of  Madura^  and  almoft  in  the 

Heart  of  the  Country.     I'he  third  is  that  of  Car- 

7uita^  wiicre  Providence  has  been  pleafed  to  fix  me. 

'J'his  begins  at  Pondichery,  and  .has  no  other  Limits 

rorthw^irJ,  than  the  Empire  of  the  Great  Mogul 

*Tis  bounded,  weftward,  by  Part  of  MeJJbor, 

Tluis,  by  the  Miflion  of  Carnata^  wc  not  only 
undcrlland  the  Kingdom  fo  call'd  ;  it  comprehending 
Jikevvife  a  great  many  Provinces  and  Kingdoms, 
which  include  a  vafl:  Tradl  of  Land  •,  its  Length, 
from  North  to  South,  being  above  three  hundred 
Leagues;  and  its  Breadth  in  the narroweft  Part,  and 
in  thofe  Places  where  it  is  bounded  by  Mejcor^  from 
Eaft  to  Weft,  about  forty  Leagues.  Its  other 
Boundaries  are  the  Sea.  The  principal  Srates  known 
to  me  in  it,  are  Camata^  Vifiapour^  Bijanagaran^ 
Ikkeri,  and  Golconda,     I  omit  a  great  Number  of 

thers  g've  of  tlicir  Auderides  and  Sandlity,  and  afterwards  read 
what  their  Eiitrmies  fay  about  them,  wou'd  not  one  be  apt  to 
h-i  very  fceptical  ? 

*  In  hrench  Maijpmr.  I  have  not  found  this  KiRgdom  in 
any  \  oyage,  or  G(.o.',iapliy  ;  and  the  only  Map  where  I  nicC 
With  it,  is  th:it  infcrtcd  in  Mr.  ia  Croze's  Hijhiir  du  Chrifua- 
nijtne  /'a  I :drs  ;  thts  being  much  the  bcft  I  have  fcen,  and  very 
particular;  ^or  which  Kealcn,  I  gave  it  a  Place  in  tbe  preleiit 
^Voik.  as  being  very  ui'cful  fur  lollovying  our  y^yw/V;  in  their 
'J'ravck  lu  tiiis  Part  ol   Indm. 
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inferior  Stares  belonging  to  particular  Sovereigns, 
moft  of  whom  arc  I'ribut.iiics  to  the  Great  Mogul. 

Tlic  Country  is  very  populou-,  and  abounds  with 
a  vaft  Number  of  Towns  and  Villagi;i  •,  but  'twould 
be  much  fuller  of  Inhabitants,  if  the  Moors^  or 
Mohammedans,  i[ibJQ^  to  the  Great  Mogul,  Wi.  •  fub- 
dued  it,  did  not  impoverifli  the  People  by  'JiCir 
perpetual  Exactions.  *Tis  now  about  fifty  Years 
*  fince  they  firft  inv.^kd  thcfe  feveral  Dominions ; 
and  are  now  advanctd  almoib  to  the  Extremity  of 
the  Pcninfula.  Thcj-e  L;rc*  only  a  few  States,  which, 
tho'  Tributaries  to  the  Great  Mn^ul,  have  prcfervcd 
their  antient  Form  of  Government ;  (lich  as  tlie 
Kingdoms  of  Madura^  Mavavas,  Trichirapaii,  and 
Gingi  \  all  the  reft  being  governed  by  the  Moguls 
Officers,  fome  few  Lords  excepted,  who  arc  per- 
mitted to  govern  their  feveral  Froviuces  ;  but  then 
i\\t(Q  Lords  iay  heavy  Tributes,  and  are  fo  entirely 
dependent,  that  they  are  diverted  of  their  Sove- 
reignties upon  the  leaft  Su')")icion,  for  which  Reafon 
they  may  be  ccnfidered  as  the  Farmers  or  Receivers 
of  the  Moors,  rather  titan  as  Sovereigns  of  their  rc- 
fpedlive  Countries. 

I'he  OpprefTicn  in  which  the  Heathens  live  under 
the  Government  abovementioned,  would  be  no 
Obflacle  to  the  propagating  our  Religion,  were  not 
the  Moors,  at  the  fame  Time,  the  implacable  Ene- 
mies of  the  Chriftian  Name.  The  Idolaters  are 
always  liQen'd  to  by  them,  whenever  they  fpcak 
againft  us ;  they  eafily  pcrf '.ade  them  that  wc  are 
rich  j  and  on  thefe  falfe  Reports  the  Governors  order 
us  to  be  feizcd,  and  confine  us  very  long  in  Prifon. 
Father  Bouchet,  fo  famous  for  the  vaft  Number  of 
Infidels  baptized  by  him,  has  experienced  the  utmoft 
Extent  of  their  Avarice.  He  had  embellifh'd  a 
fmall  Statue,  reprefcnting  our  Saviour,  with  fdfe 

*  As  this  Letter  i'^  'Jated  in  1709,  conle.]ucn;Iy  the  Invar.on 
wat  about  the  Vear  1659. 
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Stones  i  which  fome  Heathens  perceiving,  they  told 
the  Governor  of  the  Province  that  this  Father  pof- 
fefled  vaft  Treafures.  Immediately,  the  MifTionary 
was  thrown  cruelly  into  Prifon,  where,  during  above 
a  Month,  he  laboured  under  a  Variety  of  Sufferings. 
His  Catechifts  were  alio  dreadfully  beaten,  and  threa- 
tened with  Death,  in  cafe  they  did  not  difcover  the 
MifTionary *s  Treafures. 

The  Preachers  of  the  Gofpel  are  frequently  im- 
prifoned,  and  otherwife  abufed,  in  this  Miflion  ; 
which  is  owing  to  the  Avidity  of  the  Mohamme- 
dans^ who  are  but  too  apt,  of  themfelves,  to  per- 
fecute  'cm,  from  the  natural  Averfion  they  bear  to 
the  Chrijtian  Name.  Neverthelefs,  as  they  are  Ma- 
imers of  the  Country,  we  are  forced  to  plant  the 
Faith  in  their  Prefence. 

The  Indfa:'is  are  quite  miferable,  and  reap  very 
little  Benefit  from  their  Labours.  The  Sovereign 
of  every  Scate  enjoys  abfolutely  the  Demefnes,and  is 
fole  Proprietor  of  the  Lands.  His  Officers  oblige 
the  Inhabitants  of  a  City  to  cultivate  a  certain  Spot 
of  Ground,  which  they  allot  them:  When  the  Sca- 
fon  for  liaivelt  is  come,  the  Officers  in  Quefticji 
order  the  Grain  to  be  cut ;  and  after  'tis  pil'd  up, 
put  the  King's  Seal  *  to  ir,  and  go  away.  They 
then  come,  whenever  they  think  proper,  and  take 
away  the  Grain,  of  which  they  leave  the  Peafant 
only  a  fourth  Part,  and  fometimes  lefs ;  after  which, 
they  nil  it  to  the  common  People  at  what  Price 
they  plcafe,  no  Pcrfon  daring  to  complain  on  thofe 
Occafions. 

The  Great  Mogul  generally  keeps  his  Cour  about 
Jgra-\-^  fituaied   near  five  hundred  League,  from 

this 


*  The  Trench  is,  Ih  y  appliquent  le  fcenu  du  Roy ;  which  is. 
Word  IbrWotd,  as  I  have  tranflated  it.  1  wilL  the  Father  had 
told  us  the  Manner  of  this  fealing. 

+  ^iTta,  otherwife  cali'd  liuio'tan  h  the  Name  of  a  Kino'- 
dum,  or  Fjovmce.      Aj-a^  the  chit:  C  ty  cf  tlie  Empire,  was 
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this  Place.  The  DiTlance  of  thelc  Indians  from  the 
Great  M/)gul^  is  one  of  the  chief  Caules  of  tiic  cruel 
Treatment  they  meet  with.  That  Monarch  fends 
to  the  Lands  in  Quellion,  an  Officer,  under  the  Ti- 
tle of  Governor  and  General  of  the  Army,  who  ap- 
points Sub-Governors,  or  Lieutenants,  over  all  con- 
liderable  Places,  to  colle6t  the  Monies.  As  their 
Government  is  but  of  fhort  Duration,  (commonly 
not  above  three  or  four  Years)  they  make  all  the 
Hafte  pofiible  to  enrich  themfelves.  Thcfe  Go- 
vernors are  fucceeded  by  others  equally  rapacious, 
fo  that  it  is  fcarce  poQible  for  a  Nation  to  be  more 
miferable  than  thefe  Indians  arc*.  The  only 
wealthy  Perfons  among  them,  are,  the  Mohammedan 
or  Heathen  Officers,  who  lerve  under  the  Princes  of 
the  refpv-c^Uve  States.  However,  thelc  are  often 
feiz*d,  and  forc'd,  by  violent  Stripes  with  the  Cha- 
bouc-i",  to  give  up  all  they  had  amals'd  by  their 
Rapine ;  and  thus  generally  become  as  poor  as  when 
they  enter'd  upon  their  Government. 

Thefc  Governors  adminilter  what  is  call'd  Ju- 
ftice  without  any  great  Formality.  The  higlieil 
Bidder  generally  gains  the  Caufe,  by  which  Means 
Criminals  olten  eicape  the  Punifhment  due  to 
the  blacked  Guilt.  A  Ciicumltance  which  fre- 
quently happens,  is,  as  both  Parties  offer  high  Sums, 
tne  Mohammedans^  or  Moors^  take  from  each,  without 
anfwering  the  V^iews  of  eitner.  But  notwithlland- 
In^  the  Servitude  of  the  Indians  under  the  Govern- 
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not  confiJemble  till  Su':an  Eclar,  about  i^o  Years  finer,  new 
bu;lc  ii,  aiiJ  cairJ  it,  iV  iin  iiis  own  Nim**,  EcbaraoaJ.  Tae 
I'own  is  aucut  icvcn  cr  ci^lu  Miks  long,  bit  not  near  f(»  broad  ; 
and  no  Part  of  it  is  fb.iied  except  the  i^aLvce  ;  a  confitlera.n-j 
Army,  pardcahiily  if"  tac  Great  il^jjrt/be  tiierc,  alua)^  lying 
in  it. 

*  liOA'  happy  are  the  co  nmnn  People  in  Great  Britain,  s%'it"i 
all  th.-ir  Inconveniencits,  in  Cjnipa!i;on  ut"  ihelj  niit„ijb.o 
Indians  ! 

t  A  fort  of  large  Whip. 
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ment  of  the  Great  Moguls  they  yet  are  allow *d  to 
live  purfuant  to  the  Cuftom^  of  their  feveral  Caftes. 
They  are  permitted  to  hold  theT  Afiemblies,  which 
frequently  meet  only  to  enquire  concerning  ^"uch 
Perfor::-;  as  may  hnvc  rurn'd  Chr:ff?vr^  ni!  i'*  expel 
'em  from  ti.L-ir  Ciilc,  ir.  cJiC  ihcy  don't  ii^oltacize 
from  it. 

Tlic  T'-rV:^r,s  are  extremely  fobrr.  thry  licvcr  con- 
mirtinr;  ar.y  K::cei.s,  either  in  eatin;^  or  driiikip.g. 
They  arc  Ic:  n  with  a  natural  Averfion  to  all  Liquors 
which  intoxicate*,  are  very  referv'd  with  regard  to 
Women,  at  icail  outwardly  *,  fo  that  thoy  never 
commjt  an  in'Jc-cent  Adion  publickly.  They  have 
nn  inexprcfTiole  Veneration  for  their  Gooroos^  or 
Doctors',  they  falling  proftratci  before  them,  and 
confidering  them  as  dieir  Fathers.  Thefe  People 
are  vaftly  charitable  to  the  Poor.  'Tis  an  inviolable 
Law,  that  all  Relations  mun  afTift  one  another, 
and  fhare  the  lirtlc  they  may  poillTs  with  thofe  v/ho 
are  in  Want.  Thefe  Indiau  difcover  a  great  Zeal 
with  regnrd  to  thicir  Pagods  \  ib  that  an  Artificer 
■who  gets  Irjt  ten  Fanons  (about  five  French  Sols 
each*)  every  Moi-ih,  will  fornetimes  beftow  two 
upon  his  Idol.  Farther,  thty  iire  of  a  very  mild 
Bifpofition  •,  whence  nothing  fhocks  them  fo  much 
as  a  haliy  Temper  and  Anger.  Such  being  their 
Frame  of  Mind,  'tis  certain  riianv  would  turn  C/?n« 
Jlians^  weie  th-ey  not  afraid  of  being  expell'd  from 
their  Cades  •,  this  being  one  of  the  Obftacles  which 
appcr.rs  nlmoU  infurmounrable  •,  and  God  only  is' 
able  to  rciDove  ir,  by  one  of  the  Methods  unknown 
to  Man.  A  Prrfbn  who  is  expel  I'd  from  his  Cafte 
is  loft  to  all  Refuge  or  Afylum.  His  Relations 
muft  not  hold  the  lead  Corrcfpondcnce  with,  nor 
even   give  him  fo  much  as  a  little  Fire;  and  if  he 

*  That  i'',  riinr  Shillings  and  rvvo  Pcrc,  frendiy  every 
Month;  wMvili  is  not  n-iuch  more  than  )u*i  11  that  Sum,  E»glij,b 
Monty.     What  \-  \[\\[  Gains  aie  t.ick' ! 

has 
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has  any  Children,  he  never  finds  an  Cpporruniry  ro 
rnarry  them  •,  and  thus  is  forced  eitiic-  to  (l:uvc,  or 
to  enter  into  the  Cafte  of  the  Farias^  v/hich,  :iniong 
the  Indians^  is  an  A6t  of  the  blackeit  Ii.r.uvv. 

However,  this  is  the  Trial  which  our  (IJ'rlfl'r.p.s 
muft:  undergo  i  and  yet  many  of  them  iubiri:  to  it 
with  an  hcroical  Rjfo'ution.  You  will  iiatu:.iliy 
imagine,  ihar,  on  th'Je  Occaiions,  a  MifHonarv  iievcr 
fails  to  divide  his  liulc  Stock  with  them  ;  a  Circum- 
flance  which  often  makes  him  dtf-rous  of  rcceivint; 
more  abundant  Succours  from  the  charita'^'y-^iif- 
pofed  in  Europe. 

I  fliLill  now  give  you  a  Sketch  of  the  Rc;ii/,ion  of 
tht^fe  Indictis.  They  doubcleis  are  rruly  idolaters, 
fincethcy  worfnip  ftrange  Gods.  Neverthricis,  it  ap- 
pears plainly  to  me,  from  fome  of  their  BnoL^;,  that 
they  had  antiently  a  pretty  diC. in61:  Knowkc'ge  ct  the 
true  God.  This  is  plain,  from  I'v^c  Wor^is  at  the 
Beginning  of  their  Book  call'd  Panjangan'^^  which 
Words  I  have  tranflated  literally,  and  arc  as  follow. 
"  I  worlhip  that  Being  who  is  not  fubjed  to  Change 
*'  or  Dilquietude-,  that  Being  whofc  Nature  is  indi- 
"  vifiblc  i  that  Being  whole  Simplicity  admits  of 

*  According  to  Mr.  /Abraham  Roger,  a   Dutch  Divine,  who 
refit'cd   ten    Years  at  Paliacfte  ;  anu  wrote  a  liO.-)!;  cnicfrmng 
the  Brnmitjf,   printed  at   An-.fterdam^  for   Join  Schipfer,  1670, 
4/0.   "  The  Parj  .tionn  is  nn  Almanack,  in  which  boti?  the  lucky 
"  and  unlucky  Days  are  fet  down.  The  Panjarr^ar,  which  they 
"  look  upon  as  infallible,  is  of  two  Kinds :    1  he  one  wa..  com- 
**  poied  by  Ihahajpet't,  Doftor  of  the    Drvefas,  or   j^ood  An- 
"  gf*I? ;  in  which  Jie   has  tpecifird  the  lucky  or   unlucky  rcTv?, 
'*  and  even  (uch  as  are  but  half  1  icky,  or  fo  during  :i  f..vv  Ijc  urs 
*'  only.     A    nt'W  one   is  made  an;ii;aily  on  this  Xiodil,  which 
'*  fcrves  for  a  Guide  to  the  Country  JVnple.     The  othtr  Pa}.- 
*^  jargati,  they    fay,   was  compoicd  by  Sttccra,  Dodlot    of  tie 
"  Patjojm,  or  Devils.     It  is  fo  very  p?,rticu!ar,  as  to  take  N(- 
*'  tice  of  every  Hour  in  tie  natural  Day,  which  this  reopie  d.- 
"  vide  into  to  Ilours  "     No  Author  hss  writ  with  greater  A  - 
curacy  on  this  Siibjcd  than  Mr.   Ro;^j}\,  tlio'  he  h'tricif  tliJ  not 
perul'e  tlie  Bool:s  cl'  the  Heathens,   but  was  inilriitltd  in  t'leni  (as 
he  hiniiclf  uckncwkc^c?)  by  a  Bia'n:.':  caii'd  Fcuinuinal c. 

no 


cc 


«c 


cc 


l( 


378       TRAVELS  of  f/je  Jesuits. 

*'  no  Compofition  with  refpedl  to  Qualities;  that 
"  Being  who  is  the  Origin  and  Giufe  of  all  Beings, 
and  furpafles  'em  all  in  Excellency  j  that  Bc-ing 
who  is  the  Support  of  the  Univerfe,  and  the 
Source  of  the  triple  Power  f."  But  thefe  noble 
Expreflions  are  aftcrwartis  blended  with  a  great  many 
Chimasras,  which  it  were  needlefs  to  mention. 

One  may  eafily  conjcdure,  from  what  is  here 
obferv'd,  that  the  Poets  of  the  Country  have,  by 
their  Fi6lions,effaced  infenfibly  the  Ideas  of  the  Deity 
in  the  Minds  of  thefe  Nations.  Moil:  oF  their 
Books  are  poetical  Works,  of  which  the  Indians  are 
palTionately  fond  ;  and,  doubtlefs,  *tis  to  them  that 
their  Idolatry  owes  its  Origin. 

I  likewife  am  perfuided,  that  the  Names  of  their 
falle  Gods,  fuch  as  Chiven,  Ramen^  Vichnou*,  &c, 
were   the  Names  of  Ibme  antient  Monarchs  whom 
the  Indians^  particularly  the  Bramins^  railed    out  of 
Flattery  to  the  Rank  of  Gods,either  by  way  of  Apo- 
theofis,   or   by  Poems  written    in  their  Honour. 
Thefe  Works  were  afterwards  taken  as  Rules  for 
thc'r  Faith  or  Dodrine-,  and  thus   erafed  by  De- 
grees the  true  Idea  of  the  Deity.     As  the  oldeft 
Books,  which   conrained   a  purer   Dodrine,   were 
writ  in  a  very  antient  Language,  they  were  infen- 
fibly negleded,  and  at  lad  the  Ufe  of  that  Tongue 
was  quite  laid  afide.     This  is  certain,  with  regard 
to  their   facred   Book   called  the  Vedam  t ,  which  is 

not 

f  I  ruppofe  thii  w'.^V.  Power  is  that  of  creating,  preferving, 
ami  dffliovinp;  all  crcjucd  Ccings. 

*  '^ni^'mutl  be  lV(f}>!,u. 

:[•  Th"  I'ediimy  aCtcrui  g  to  Mr.  Mralam  Uno^ert  is  the  Book 
nf  the  Liw  among  tJiC  hiduinf,  and  is  writ  in  tiie  ^amfcortan 
Iangii:!g--.  1:  v\;ks  divicir-d  into  four  Parts,  the  fnit  treating  ot" 
the  V:rlt  Cauff,  of  the  Lrlt  Matter,  of  the  Angel?,  the  Soul,  of 
Reu-arcs  and  i'uniihments,  of  the  Generation  and  Conuption  of 
t'rearnres  of  Sin,  arid  how  it  may  be  remitted,  rjftr.  i'he  fe- 
ccnd  Part  of  rhe  I'cdam  relates  to  the  Puwrrs  wliich  prefide  and 
j^o-, cm  all  'i\iii;gi.     Tiic  th::U  contains  a  Syitem  of  Aloial.ty, 

to 
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not  now  underftood  by  th^'ir  Literati \  they  only 
reading  and  learning  Ibme  PalHigcs  of  it  by  I  Icart  ; 
and  thefe  they  Repeat  with  a  myllcrious  Tone  of 
Voice,  the  better  to  impofe  upon  the  Vulgar. 

What  was  related  above,  concerning  the  Origin 
of  the  Idolatry  of  the  Indians^  is  confirm'd  by  an 
Inftance  of  no  very  antient  Date.  About  rtfty 
Years  fince,  the  King  of  ^rkherapali  died.  This 
Prince  had  been  always  excefTively  liberal  to  the 
Bramins,  who  are  the  greatefc  Flatterers  upon 
Earth.  The  Bramins^  either  out  of  Gratitude,  or 
to  excite  other  Princes  to  follow  the  Example  of  the 
Monarch  in  Queftion,  built  a  Temple  to  him,  add 
eredted  Altars,  on  which  SncrifKcs  are  ojlertd  to  this 
new  Deity.  Doubtl-:;fs  they,  lome  Years  hence,  will 
expunge  the  Remembrance  even  of  the  God  Ra- 
jjien,  or  of  fume  ether  falfe  Deity  of  the  Country, 
to  make  Room  for  the  King  of  Tricherapa'i. 
The  fame  may  probably  happen  to  this  Prince,  as 
formerly  to  Rmnen,  who  is  reckoned  among  their 
antient  Monarch^ ;  his  Age,  tlie  Period  in  which  he 


'::^, 


to  pro'Dpt  Men  to  the  Pradllce  of  Virtue,  to  fliun  \  ice,  and 
hate  the  Wicke '.  The  fourth  and  laft  Part  treated  of  thtir  reli- 
gious Ctr.;nionics,  Temples,  Sacrifices,  and  Ff^alb.  Tii:s  laft 
Part  has  bu-en  loll  for  many  Years ;  and  to  t his  the /??•<..•, v.v«j  a rcri!;e 
;he  Diminution  of  their  Honours,  and  the  Power  they  formerly 
enjoy *d.  The  Fedam  is  here  as  the  Bibld  amorgtiiC  Chtifiiansi 
and  the  Stnfeof  it  is  fix'd  by  the  Jaftras  or  D{'v:Jararior!S 

According  to  Mr.  la  Cioze,  p.  427.  of  his  /////.  c/u  Chrift'tan. 
des  Indes,  '*  I'he  Vidam  is  a  CollcQion  uf  the  antient  lacied 
*■  Books  of  the  Brachmans.  We  probabiy  (hduid  thf  re  meet 
••  with  Antiquities,  wliich  tiie  fuperflitioufiy  proud  Erai:iii:s  con- 
*'  ceal  from  the  Knowledge  of  the  Indians,  whom  tiii  y  confuirr 
*•  as  tJie  projanum  fulguiy  who  ought  to  be  trulled  only  witii 
*'  the  Exttiior  ot'  Religion,  dilguiftd  under  Fiti^ticns  no  Icfs  tx- 
*'  travagant  than  thofe  of  ih^  antient  Greeks.''''  And  p.  44;7. 
**  The  Bramhis  permit  the  reading  of  the  l^tdatn,  which  is  of 
"  the  fiime  Authority  in  India  as  the  Bible  amorg  u  ,  to  none 
*'  but  ihemfclvti." 

li/cd. 
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lived,  and  the  Tranfaflions  of  his  Reign,  being 
mentioned  in  the  Indian  Books.  * 

Befides  Vichnoti  {PVifinou)  and  Chiven,  who  arc 
confidered  as  the  two  principal  Gods,  and  divide 
our  Indians  into  two  difi'ercnt  Sccls;  they  admit  an 
almoft  niimberlers  Multitude  of  fubiltern  Deities, 
among  whom  Brama  is  the  principal.  According 
to  their  Theology,  the  fuperior  Gods  crcaced  him, 
in  Time,  and  bellowed  on  \\n\i  certain  fingular 
.rVcror:^t.ives,.  I'hcv  affirm  that  he  created  all 
Tli'p.gs,  and  prc^erve.^  thr-^i  by  an  ''fpc^cial  Povver 
with  which  he  v'as  inveucd  b)-  thcDrity.  He  hke- 
wile  has  a  kind  of  general  Sup'/'.-intcndai.co  over  the 
feveral  inferior  Gods  j  but  his  Government  will  end 
at  a  f.xed  Period. 

The  Indians  take  Notice  only  of  the  eight  prin- 
cipal Rhumbs,  or  Points  of  the  Compafs,  into  which 
they,  as  veil  as  the  Europeans^  divide  the  Horizon. 
I'hey  declare,  that  Brama  placed,. at  each  of  thcfe 
Rhumbs  or  Divifion'^,  a  Dcmi-s-od,  to  have  an 
Eye  to  the  general  Welfare  of  the  Univerfe.  In 
one  is  the  God  of  Rain,  in  another  the  God  of 
Winds,  in  a  third  the  God  of  Fire,  and  fo  of  the 
refti  ail  whom  they  call  Guardians.     Divendirenf, 

who 

*  Wou'd  not  this  Pi(fliirc  ferve  for  his  Holincf;,  r.n.i  the  Court 
of  Ron:e,  who  areas  great  Flatterers  as  any  h'ct"  of  Pt'ople;  they 
having  fiecjiiently,  fur  Lucre  Sake,  caimniz'd  Mon;i.chs  and 
cthcTv,  who,  if  liiftoi)  m^y  be  credited,  were  the  S'jourgcs  of 
Mankind  r 

•f-  According!;  to  Mr.  Mmhavt  Uoger,  Dcvardifen  is  the  King 
of  the  Gods,  of  whom  the  Braniins  relate  fonie  vciy  chimerical 
Farticiilarr..  They  fay,  that  Dcnjaru^iren^  being  cloy'd  with  the 
Swcr r,  c.f  M-favcn,  came  upon  Eirth,  where  gomg  to  a  Scli'iide 
inliabted  by  a  Penitent,  GV/«./tz;^;<r«  by  Name,  who  had  an  ex- 
cctdirgfy  bMiitiful  Wife,  the  God  grew  diftradccly  fond  of  her, 
but  endeavouring  to  make  h.  r  viohite  her  biufl'and's  Bed,  ihe 
refiif  d  ;  upon  wiiich,  tl.c  Cod  had  Rt^courfe  to  Artifice.  As  the 
Pt-nittnt  ulcd  to  rife  at  Ccck-crowing,  in  odcr  to  go  and  w;  fi; 
in  the  Gat^^rnt  Dc^vandiren  cflum'd  the  Figure  of  a  Cock;  aid 
tfowitig   mucii  eailicr  than  the  ilouie-cock,  the  Penitiint  rcii^, 

went 
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who  is  as  Bramah  Prime  Minifter,  has  the*  imme- 
diate Command  over  thefe  inferior  Deities.  The 
Sun,  Moon,  and  Plants  f,  are  alfo  Gods.  In  a 
Word,  the  Indians  declare  that  there  are  three  mil- 
Jions  of  thcfe  fubaltern  Deities,  concerning  whom 
they  relate  a  thoufand  impertinent  Fidions. 

In  Converfation,  indeed,  many  of  their  Literati 
acknowledge  that  tliere  can  be  only  one  God, 
who  is  a  pure  Spirit  •,  but  they  add,  that  Chiven^ 
fViftnou^  and  the  reft,  are  the  Minifters  of  this 
God  ;  that  'tis  by  their  Mediation  we  get  Accefb  to 
his  Throne,  and  procure  Bleffings  from  him. 
Neverthelefs,  we  don't  perceive  any  Sign  or  Token 
(in  Pra(5ticc)which  might  induce  us  to  think  that  they 
believe  only  in  one  God.  They  build  Temples, 
and  offer  Sacrifices,  to  no  other  Deities,  except  Chi- 
ven  and  fF/Jinou  •,  whence  it  may  be  concluded,  that 
we  are  very  much  in  the  dark  as  to  the  Belief  of 
thefe  pretended  Literatiy  who  are  really  very  ig- 
norant. 

The  Metempfycofis,  or  Tranfmigratlon  of  Souls, 
is  an  Opinion  which  prevails  univerfally  over  all 
India  •,  and  'ds  exceedingly  difficult  to  eradicate  the 
Belief  of  it  from  the  Minds  of  the  People  j  no 
Topic  being  more  frequently  mentioned  in  their 
Books.  Tlicy  indeed  b'.iieve  a  Paradife,  but  they 
make  its  Felicity  to  confift  in  I'enfual  Pleafuics,  tho* 
they  employ  luch  ExprefTions  as  Union  v/ith  Goly 

went  to  t'.-.e  River,  when  finding  'twas  but  Midnight,  he  rc- 
turn'd  back,  and  law  the  God  in  Qid  with  his  Wife,  lixaipe- 
rated,  he  cnrkd  Div^ni^Iren ;  find  wiftiing  that  certain  infainuL's 
Marks  might  a[poar  on  the  God's  Body,  liiis  happtn'd  accord- 
ingly. Bat  the  God  befeeching  the  Penitent  to  niirij/Htc  the  Se- 
verity of  his  Cutics,  the  Penitent  was  tocch'd,  ani  the  God's 
Body  wns  from  that  Time  covcr'd  over  wltli  Eyes.  Caudamen\ 
Wife  was  charg'd  into  a  Stone  j  but  Vlxnn  (IVijhiou)  tread.ng 
upon  it,  rtie  was  rc-nietarnoipholed  to  the  lame  beaiui'ui  Lica- 
ture,  and  lived  af  ersvards  in  Unity  uith  licr  Hu;band. . . . 

f  The    Original   is   P/antes,   (Phints)  as  I  have  tn-.nflated  ic ; 
I  fuppole  'tis  an  Error  of  the  Prvfs  ior  Planiti. 
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Vidon  of  Got.!,  and  ftit  h  li!;e,  ufcd  in  our  Theology 
to  cicnotc  the  HappiruTs  of  the  Saints.  They  likc- 
wili!  bulicvc  a  H -11,  b.it  cannot  think  it  eternal. 
All  fiich  ot  their  Books  as  have  come  to  my  Hand 
ilippnfe  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul  \  but  yet  I 
wouM  not  affirm  that  this  is  the  Opinion  of  many 
Sects,  or  of  many  Bramins,  In  the  whole,  they 
iorm  luch  indiltinct  Ideas  with  regard  to  all  thele 
Particulars  that  it  is  no  ealy  Matter  to  difcover 
\Ayxi  is  their  real  Opinion*. 

I  was  told  the  following  Particulars  concerning 
their  Morality.     There  are  five  Sins  which    they 
corrKkr  as  very  enormous:  I'he  killing  a  Bramin^ 
Druiikennefs,  a   Man's  committing  Adultery  with 
the  VVite  of  his  Gooroo,  or   Do6lor;  a  Theft  of  a 
con  fid  crablc  Value-,  and  the  keeping  Company  with 
thofe  who  have  committed  any  of  thefe  Sins.  They 
Vikcwife  look  upon  five  other  Sins  as  very  heinous: 
UiK  Icannefs,  Anger,  Pride,  Avarice,  and  Envy  or 
Ilurfd.     They  '.w.ri't  condemn  Polygamy,  though 
jcis  pra(Slilcd  by  them  than   the   Moors  \  but  they 
abhor  a  very  odd  and  monftrous  Cullom  which  pre- 
vails in  Mal:eamcn\.     The  Women  of  this  Country 
;\re  a!low*d    to  marry  as  many   HuflDands  as  they 
pleaie,  and  oblige  each  of  *eni  tofurnifh  the  feveral 
Tl.i  gs   fhty  want;  the   one   fupplying  *em  with 
Clnthe.s,  another  with  Rice,  £^f. 

On  the  other  Hand,  another  almofl  equally  mon- 
ftrous CuLloin  prevails  among  the  Heathens,     'Tis 


*  1\)  this,  I  fupp-ife,  is  p.Tr:Iy  owing  the  Variations  v/e  meet 
uitii  in  u\c  VVoi!:;,  cf  tijofc  who  have  writ  upon  this  Subj;  ft. 
'liie'e  Aut^hors,  ti;o'  rht-y  ap,ree  in  many  Paiticuiars,  yet  differ 
in  othor.s  vvr.ith  proDably  is  uvviiig  to  :hc  various  Accounts  tlicy 
icctiv'u  liion)  tilt  diUcieht  Bxiniim  vsi'h  vviioni  they  converfeti ; 
\x\  !o  iiitniiun  tlat  ihf  J'-plti  uiay  have  alici'd  and  corrupted 
lUmy  PaniciiLii.s  iX  projli/h. 

■j-  'I'iuf/,  I  ;i.:>.pule,  ;irc  tie  Inhabitants  of  Malleam^  in  this 
Y'.ixi  (A'  Imim,  Co  cii:  Lall  o)  Calicut,  on  tiic  other  Side  of  the 
MoariLiiii,:. 
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ufaal  for  the  Ido!-Pricfts  to  maVe  Choice,  annually, 
of  a  Wiic  for  their  Gods.  Wherever  they  find  a 
Woman  for  their  Purpofe,  whether  fmgle  or  mar- 
ried, they  carry  her  off  by  Stratagem,  or  bring  Iier 
fecrctly  into  the  Pagod,  and  there  perform  the  nup- 
tial Ceremony.  * Tis  affirm'd,  that  they  afterwards 
abufe  her*i  notwithltanding  which,  the  common 
People  revere  her  as  the  God's  Wife. 

'Tis  alfo  a  Cuftom  in  feveral  Caftes,  particularly 
in  thofe  of  the  greateft  Eminence,  to  marry  their 
Children  in  their  tender  Age.  The  juvenile  Huf- 
band  ties  about  his  Bride's  Neck  a  fmall  Trinket 

*  'Tis  TaiH,  that  fomething  like  this  was  pradiced  by  t\.e 
Creek  and  Rsman  Piicib.  A  learned  Author  has  the  following 
Particulars  concerning  the  Women  proltituted  in  thefe  Pagods, 
borrowed  from  the  VVritings  of  the  Miflionarics,  and  confirm'd 
(according  to  him)  by  the  Teftimony  of  all  our  Travellers. 
Kvery  Pagod  (fays  cur  Author)  has  a  greater  or  lefs  Number  of 
thele  Women,  (who  are  conCecrated  lolemnly  to  their  Gods,  and 
look'd  upon  as  very  holy)  in  Proportion  to  their  Fame  and  Re- 
venues. Thefe  Females,  when  very  young,  are  dedicated  vith 
great  Pomp  anJ  Solemnity  to  tl>e  Worfhip  of  the  Idols,  and 
educated  very  carefully  at  the  F.xpence  of  the  Pagod.  Ccntraiy 
to  the  Cullom  of  the  Country,  in  which  the  Women  do  not  con- 
cern themfelves  with  Learning,  thefe  are  taught  to  read  and 
write,  befides  Dancing  and  Mufic,  wh  ch  are  iheir  chief  Exer- 
cifes.  The  Indians  commonly  make  Choice  of  the  moll  bc'au- 
tiful  Girls  they  can  meet  with,  in  order  that  thefe,  when  of  A^e, 
may  enrich  tl.e  1  cmpie  by  their  Piollitucion.  They  dance  and 
fing  before  the  Idcl  on  folemn  Days,  when  fome  i-'ciliva'.s  aic 
Celebrated  in  his  Honour.  Their  Dances,  which  are  exceed- 
ingly lafcivious,  anfwer  by  Gellure?,  which  are  but  too  e.xpref- 
five,  to  the  loofe  Fiftions  related  concerning  their  falfe  Deities, 
which  either  th  y  themfelves,  or  others  who  prelide  over  the 
Dance,  fing  at  the  fame  Time.  Thefe  unhappy  Creatures  are 
not  allow'd  to  quit  the  Idol  to  which  they  are  con'"e:r  itcd,  and 
are  abfoluteiy  forbid  Marriage.  The  ClulJren  whidi  iprirg 
from  their  lewd  Commerce,  are  devoted  to  the  Worlljj'  of  the 
Idol.  The  Daughters  are  brought  up  aftei  the  fame  Man!  er 
with  their  Motiicrs;  and  the  Boys  are  taught  to  play  o;-,  If);i:i'- 
ments.  Tlit-fe  Women  are  one  of  the  gre  telt  Ti  m;-c,'Ui;;rs  in 
thefe  baibaioub  Countries;  and  acminiitcr  a  p.-ip  tiii;l  Cppoitu- 
nity  of  finning,  to  a  Nation  wlio  aie  nacuici.iy  l.iUui.  La 
Croze,   ill:!,  lia  Cl'f-ian    cies  InJa,   \'.c^^ii:>    fcj. 
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CiiiiM  ^'d/\  wliicli  is  as  tlic  BaJgc  of  Di(lin(^Hon  be- 
tween Wives  and  MaiJ.-ns  i  and  thus  th-j  iVlarriage 
is  folcmni/M.  If  ihc  I  lulband  happens  to  die  be- 
fore the  Miuiiage  ccniM  be  confumniaccti,  the  Tali 
is  taken  liom  the  young  Widow,  and  flie  is  not 
pjimiited  to  m.ury  a[!;ain.  As  nothing  is  more 
ronumptibK',  in  the  L.ye  of  ihefc  Indians,  than  this 
Siatc  of  Widowhood-,  'twas  partly  to  free  rhcm- 
fcIvv-T.  from  this  Scorn,  that  they  lusV!  formerly  to 
burn  themfjlvi's  with  their  Hufband'sBody  ;  a  bar- 
barous Cullom  which  had  been  always  praclifed  till 
iIki  M^c^rs  \V]/W  upon  their  Country,  and  the  Eu- 
rcpen'.is  viutLd  their  Coalls :  But  'tis  now  almoft 
ubohlii'd.  This  unjult  Law  does  not  extend  to 
M-n  -,  neither  they,  nor  their  Caile,  being  diflio- 
noured  by  a  lecond  Marriage. 

Anotlier  moral  Precept  which  prevails  dill  more 
am  )ng  ihc  idolatiojs  Indians  is,  that  in  order  for  a 
Mail  to  be  happy,  he  mull  enrich  the  Bramins  \ 
and  that  there  is  fcarcc  a  more  effe6lual  Way  ot 
procurini^  Pardon  lor  Sins,  than  to  be  liberal  in 
Ahns-givin?^.  As  moil  of  their  Books  were  writ 
by  Brami}?s^  tliis  Precept  is  inculcated  in  almoft 
fvery  Page.  Several  Heathens  of  my  Acquaintance 
aim  il  ruin'd  themfclves  only  that  they  might  have 
i\\u  (jlory  of  niarrying  Bramins  ;  Pcrfons  of  a  con- 
fide, able  Cade  expending  great  Sums  on  thefe  Oc- 
calio  ns. 

To  this  is  chicHy  owing  the  inveterate  Hatred 
tlicy  bear  to  the  Go! pel- Preachers:  As  the  Liberality 
of  the  conim  )n  People  decrcales,  in  Proportion  as 
the  Chrijlicin  Religiv);!  iiourifhes,  the  Bramins  are  for 
ever  perfecuciiig  us,  either  perfonally,  when  they  are 
in  Authority  ;  or  by  the  Alocrs,  whom  they  animate 
againil  us*.  I  myfelf  narrowly  clcap'd  being  cru- 
elly 


*  Metlji;  k-  t'i's    Eclir.vionr  o''  the  Bramins  is  very  natural. 

Ai  cht  Couv'.uijus  r.u.vli;  l.\v  tiic  "JcKAti  ivlll'i;  \\\z\\  L.comc,  who 
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clly  beat  with  the  Chabouc,  and  drove  from  my 
Church,  ftah  ling  near  Tarh/an,  the  Relation  uf 
which  is  as  follows. 

A  young  Bramin  afking  Alms  of  me ;  fiyiiig  that 
he  was  an  Orphan,  nnd  offering  to  live  with  mc,  in 
cafe  I  wou'd  uike  him  in  j  I  granted  his  Rcquell,  in 
Hopes  of  inftrudting  him  in  our  holy  Religion,  and 
making  him  one  Day  a  Catechill.  The  Brnm'im 
hearing  the  Child  was  at  my  Jtloufe,  and  fufpc^ting 
my  Defign,  got  together,  and  refolved  to  ruin  me. 
Immediately  they  went  to  the  Governor  of  the 
Province,  and  chargM  me  with  inveigling  a  young 
Bramin^  and  making  him  eat  with  me ;  declaring  I 
had  thereby  committed  the  higheil  Infult  on  them 
and  their  Caftc.  Immediately  the  Governor  ordcrM 
me  to  be  fciz*d  by  his  Guards,  who,  after  trtaring 
me  with  the  utmoft  Inhumanity,  cr.rricd  mc  before 
him.  The  Bramins  then  repeated  their  Accufacion 
againft  me,  in  a  Language  to  which  I  was  an  utitr 
Stranger,  (that  of  the  Moors)  and  I  was  inihnrly 
fentenced  to  receive  a  great  Number  of  Stripes  with 
the  Ciiabo  ic,  and  not  allow'd  to  fpeak  one  Word  in 
my  own  Defence.  They  were  jutl  going  to  \A{ 
upon  me,  when  a  Heathen  reflcfting  that  1  ihou'd 
certainly  die  under  the  Strokes,  was  movM  to  Pity  •, 
wh;:n  throwing  himfelf  at  the  Governor's  Fev.^t,  he 
befought  him  to  pardon  me.  The  Moor  relenicd, 
and  order'd  fome  of  his  Attendants  to  demand  a 
Sum  of  Money  of  me  privately  -,  but  I  having  none, 
he  difmifs'd  me  without  any  farther  Ceremony. 

But  now  the  Bramins^  to  purify  the  Youth  from 
the  Uncleannefs  which  they  faid  he  had  contracted 

can  wonder  that  the  Bramins  fhould  perfecute  them  ?  Our  yc- 
fuitSy  in  thus  inveigling  thii  young  Bramin,  p!ay'd  cxadly  the 
fame  Part  as  the  Fathers  of  that  Society  did  in  Engjand,  in  a 
late  Reign,  when  they  open'd  a  School  in  London  Many 
Complaints  were  then  made  of  rhe  Arts  they  ufcd  to  fecluce  our 
Youth,  in  order  to  make  Converts  ot"  them  ;  a  Pr;i(5\ice  ili'l,  'tis 
faid,  carrying  on  in  England^  tjio*  not  in  fo  baicfac'd  a  Munncr. 
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by  living  with  a  Prangui^  performed  the  following 
Ceremony,  called  by  them  Purification.  They  cut 
off  the  Cord  or  String  *  worn  by  the  Youth  ;  oblig'd 
him  to  fail:  three  Days;  rubbed  him  feveral  Times 
with  Cow-Dung  ;  and  after  wafhing  him  an  hundred 
and  nine  Times,  gave  him  a  new  String,  and  fet 
him  down  at  a  Banquet  with  them. 

This,  reverend  Father,is  one  of  the  mod  inconfi- 
derable  Inilances  of  the  Malice  of  the  Bramins^  and 
the  Averfion  they  bear  to  us.  They  do  all  that 
lies  in  their  Power  to  make  us  odious  to  the  Natives. 
If  no  Rain  falls,  we  are  immediately  reproach'd-, 
if  they  happen  to  be  afBi(5lcd  with  a  public  Cala- 
mity, they  af bribe  it  to  our  Dodrine,  as  being  in- 
jurious to  their  Deities;  fuch  are  the  Reports  they 
fpread  with  regard  to  us:  And  Words  cou'd  never 
exprels  the  Afcendant  they  have  gained  ovei'  the 
Minds  of  the  common  People,  arH  how  greatly 
they  abufe  their  Credulity. 

For  this  Reafon,  they  introduced  Judicial  Aflrc- 
logy,  that  ridiculous  Art,  according  to  which,  the 
Happinefs  or  Infelicity  of  Mankind,  the  good  or 
ill  Succefs  of  their  Affiirs,  proceeds  from  the  Con^ 
jundion  of  the  Planets,  the  Motion  of  the  Stars, 
and  the  Flight  of  Birds.  Hereby  they  have  made 
themfelves  Arbiters,  as  it  were,  of  the  good  and 
bad  Days. 

They  are  confulted  as  Oracles,  and  fell  their  An- 
fwers  very  dear.  I  have  frequently  met,  in  my 
Journies,  many  of  thefe  credulous  Indians,  who 
were  returning  back,  merely  becaufe  they  had  met 
fome  Bird  of  evil  Omen.  I  have  feen  others, 
who,  when  they  were  to  fet  out  upon  a  Journey, 
went  the  Evening  before,  and  lay  out  of  the  Town, 
that  they  might  not  depart  from  it  on  an  unlucky 
Day. 


•*  The  Bn.dgc  of  Nvbility. 
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However,  we  fhou'd  be  Jefs  griev'd  at  thefe  Ob- 
ftacles  to  our  preaching  of  the  Gofpel,  which  we 
meet  with  from  the  Bramins^  were  there  any  Hopes 
of  converting  them  :  But  this  will  be  impoirible,  in 
the  ufual  Methods  employ'd  by  Providence.  No 
Sort  of  People  in  the  World  can  poflibly  be  prouder 
than  the  Bramim,  ftronger  Opponents  of  Truth,  or 
more  puffed  up  with  the  Ideas  of  their  Superfti- 
tions  and  Nobility.  Unhappily  for  us,  they  are 
fpread  univerfally,  efpecially  in  the  Courts  of  Prin- 
ces, where  they  fill  the  higheft  Employments,  and 
have  the  Management  of  moft  Affairs  of  Import- 
ance *. 

As  all  Knowledge  is  lodg'd  with  them,  you  pof- 
fibly  may  be  glad  to  be  inform'd  what  Idea  we 
ought  to  form  of  their  Abilities,  or  rather  Igno- 
rance ?  We,  indeed,  have  fome  Reafon  to  conclude, 
that  the  Sciences  flourifhed  antiently  among  them  5 
there  ftill  appearing  many  Footfteps  of  the  Philo- 
ibphy  of  Pythagoras  and  Democriius ':  And  I  have 
converfed  with  fome  who  fpoke  concerning  Atoms^ 
agreeably  to  the  Dodrine  of  the  laft  mentioned  Phi- 
lofopher.  Neverthelcfs,  it  may  be  juftly  affirm'd, 
that  they  are  furprizingly  ignorant.  They  explain 
the  Principle  of  each  Thing  by  ridiculous  Fidions ; 
and  cannot  give  one  phyfical  Realbn  for  the  Effe6ls 
feen  in  Nature.  The  moft  rational  Circumftance  I 
met  withj  in  a  Trad  relating  to  their  Philofophy,, 
^vas  a  kind  of  Demonftration  to  prove  the  Exiftencc 
of  a  God  by  Things  viiible.  But  they,  after  infer- 
ring from  thence  the  Exiftence  of  a  firft  Being, 
drew  an  extravagant  Pidlure  of  this  Being,by  afcrib- 
ing  to  him  fuch  a  Form  and  Qualities  as  are  alto- 
gether inconfirtent  with  his  Nature.  By  the  AVay^ 
if  there  fhould  be  any  laudable  Particulars  in  their 
Books,  very  few  hidiajts  perufe^  or  are  able  to  un- 
derftand  them. 


*  Do  not  thefe  Brami",^  fcem  peifeft  Jtfuits  f 
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They  compute  four  Ages  *  from  the  Beginning 
of  the  World.  The  firft,  which  they  reprt lent  a-,  the 
Golden  Age,  lafled  Seventeen  hundred  and  twenty 
eight  thoufand  Years.  'Twas  then  the  God  Brama 
was  created,  and  the  Caftc  of  the  Bramms^  who 
defcend  from  him,  inftitutcd.  Mankind  were  then 
of  a  gigantic  Stature ;  their  Manners  were  very 
pure  ;  they  were  never  afflidled  with  Sicknefs,  and 
Jived  to  four  hundred  Years  of  Age. 

In  thefecond  Age,  which  lafbed  twelve  hundred 
fourfcore  and  fixteeii  thoufand  Years,  were  born  the 
RajaSy  or  KchHrys^  a  noble  Cafle,  but  inferior  to 
that  of  the  Brnmins.  Vice  then  began  to  get  Fooc- 
jng  in  the  World  •,  Mankind  lived  till  three  hun- 
dred Years  of  Age,  and  their  Stature  was  lefs  than 
in  the  firfc  Age. 

To  this  fucceeded  a  third  Age,  which  lafted  eight 
millions  fixty-four  thoufand  Years.     Vice  was  now 

*  This  very  poffibly  may  put  the  Reader  in  Mind  of  the  four 
Ages  of  our  Heathen  claflical  Poets.  In  Mr.  Abraham  Rover'^i 
Relation,  mention  is  alfo  made  of  the  fopr  Ages  of  the  World, 
the  fuppofed  Duration  of  which  does  not  difi'er  very  much  irom 
that  of  our  Jcfuit.  "  The  Bramins  (fays  Mr.  Ro?c})  afcribe 
**  four  Ages  to  the  World.  The  firft  they  call  Crftar^om,  the 
•*  {econdTraitagom,  the  third  Drvapari/gom,  slvA  the  four'h  Ka- 
**  ligomJ  The  three  firft  are  alreaoy  '^laft,  and  we  are  now  in 
*'  the  fourth,  4842  Years  whereof  are  already  elapU^d.  The 
"  Duration  of  the  firft  was  one  millicn  feven  hundred  twenty 
**  eight  thoufand  Years;  the  fecond,  one  million  two  hiindnd 
**  ninety-two  thoufand  Years;  the  third,  c^ight  hundred  lixty- 
'*  four  thoufand  Years ;  which,  added  to  thofe  already  palt  of  tiiC 
**  fourth  Age,amount,in  ail, to  three  millions  eight  hundred  eighty- 
*'  eight  thoufand,  eight  hundred  and  forty  two  Years,  from  the 

Creation,  according  to  this  Calcu'aticn  The -B;-rt7/'/w  afcribe 
various  Degrees  of  Viriue  to  the  four  Ages,  and  aderr,  that 
'  all  Things  are  continually  degencraring       The  Uni>  e  i"  ,  fay 

they,  is  like  an  E^g,  which  irc;iuiv.s  the  Hea\en,  tht*  K^rth, 
**  and  the  Ab}f;."  7'hefe  Notiotif,  ns  well  as  tho:"e  given  by 
Mr.  Lo>v/f  in  his  Diflertation  concerning  the  Eaniavs,  etm  bor- 
rovv'u  from  the  Dcdlrine  of  the  antient  E:\\ptians,  tacli  <.;  ^i  i.'  ng 
ihem  accoiding  to  their  fcveral  Tarivi^s  S..e  Bcr>i.rr\  F ob- 
lige:, \  ol.  JI.  p.  159,  ^  fcq.  who  alio  ipcuks  concerning  tncfe 
Jcur  Ages. 
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increafed  to  a  great  Degree,  and  Virtue  began  to 
forfake  the  World.  Mankind,  in  this  Period,  lived 
but  to  the  Age  of  two  hundred  Years. 

Next  followed  the  fourth  and  Jaft  Age,  which  is 
that  we  live  in,  wherein  the  Life  of  Man  is  but  one 
fo'irth  Part  of  its  former  Length.  In  this  Age 
Vice  has  ufurped  the  Place  of  Virtue,  which  is  al- 
mofl:  ban  idled  from  among  Mortals.  The  Bramins 
declare,  that  four  millions,  twenty-feven  thoufiind, 
one  hundred  and  ninety-five  Years  of  this  Age  are 
already  elapfed.  The  moft  ridiculous  Circumitance 
is,  that  their  Books  fix  the  Duration  of  this  Age, 
and  point  out  the  Time  when  the  World  is  to  end. 
Thefe  are  fome  of  the  Chimaeras  that  conftitutc  the 
Science  of  the  Bramins^  which  they  inculcate  very 
ferioufly  to  the  common  People. 

I  don't  know  that  they  are  at  all  (killed  in  any 
Part  of  the  Mathematicks,  except  Arithmetic,  in 
the  praftical  Part  of  which  only  they  are  pretty 
well  verfed.  They  learn  to  calculate  almoll  from 
their  Infancy,  but  without  employing  the  Pen  ; 
they  computing  any  Sum,  merely  by  Memory, 
aflifted  by  the  Fingers.  But  I  fancy  they  have  fome 
mechanical  Method  which  ferves  them  as  a  Rule  on 
thefe  Occafions  *. 

'Tis 

*  Mr.  ia  Crozf,  pag.  489,  ^c.  obferves  on  this  Occafion, 
that  fome  learned  Men  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  Arith:uctic  ufed 
now  in  EurapSy  as  well  as  the  Cypher^  and  the  rell  of  the  nume- 
rical Figures  as  far  as  ten,  came  from  hdia.  Without  enquir- 
ing whether  this  may  be  fuppo  ed  of  ibme  other  Indian  Naiion, 
*tis  certain  that  the  Arithmetic  of  the  MalabariaKs  difters  greatly 
from  ours,  as  well  as  the  Figures  ufed  by  thefe  Nations,  who 
are  not  acquainted  with  the  Cypher.  Their  Operatic  is  are  very 
numerous, very  ingenioiv  ,and  very  difficult  ;  but  exceeuinp:ly  fure 
when  once  well  learnt.  They  apply  themfelves  to  thefe  f;o'n 
their  Infancy ;  and  are  fo  much  ufed  to  calculate  the  moil  com- 
plicated Sums,  that  they  will  often  compute,  in  an  Inllant,  what 
the  Europeans  are  long  performing  with  the  P<m.  Their  (^pera* 
tions  indeed  would  be  longer  than  ours,  if  the  Imagination  form- 
ed by  long  Praftice,    did  not  fee  in  an  Inlhnt  the  End  c,\'  the 
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'Tis  probable  that  our  Indians  had  the  Ufe  of 
Allronomy.  The  Bramins  poflefs  the  Tables  of  the 
antient  Aftronomers  for  calculating  Eclipfes,  and 
know  their  Ufcs.  Their  Predictions  are  pretty  ac-^ 
curate,  to  Minutes  excepted,  which  they  feem  not 
to  know  i  they  not  being  mentioned  in  (uch  of 
their  Books  as  treat  of  the  Eclipfes  of  the  Sun  and 
Moon  •,  they  themfelves  when  they  fpeak  of  thefe, 
not  once  mentioning  Minutes,  but  only  Gari^  half 
Gari^  quarter  and  half-quarter  Gari.  Now  Gari  is 
one  of  their  Hours,  but  very  fhort  in  Comparifor^ 
of  thofe  of  the  Europeans  \  it  con  filling  only  of 
twenty-nine  Minutes,  and  about  forty-three  Se- 
conds. 

Tho*  they  know  the  Ufe  of  thefe  Tables,  and 
foretel  Eclipfes,  weyeL  muftnot  fuppofe  them  to  be 
very  well  fkilled  in  the  Science  in  queftion  *.  Their 

whole 

Queftion  propofed.  They  divide  Unities  into  a  great  Number 
of  Fraftions  j  a  Study  peculiar  to  them,  and  which  requires 
much  Time.  Their  moft  ufual  Divifion  of  Unity  is  into  an  hun- 
dred Parts,  which  are  learnt  only  fucceflively,  by  beginning  with 
two,  thiee,  four,  ^c.  to  an  Hundred.  The  Reafon  of  this  is, 
becaufe  the  Fractions  in  queftion  differ  according  to  the  Nature 
of  the  Things  numbered.  Some  of  thefe  are  for  Money,  others 
for  Weights,  for  Aleafures  ;  in  a  Word,  for  all  Things  to  which 
arithmetical  Operations  may  be  applied.  The  Romans  doubtlefs 
had  the  fnme  Praftice  ;  and  this  may  ferve  to  illuftrate  Certain 
Paffages  in  the  Antients,  as  that  where  Horace  tells  us,  in  his 
JPoeticks,  that  the  Roman  Youth  learnt^  by  long  Calculations^  to 
divide  the  As  or  Unity  into  an  hundred  Part:. 

Komani  Pueri  longis  rationibus  ojfem 
Di/cunt  in  partes  centum  diducerc 

Tho'  I  have  feveral  Examples  (continues  Mr.  la  Croze)  of  the 
Addition  and  Divifion  of  thefe  India::s,  I  yet  did  not  dare  to 
give  any  here.  I  don't  doubt  but  this  is  the  fame  with  the  an- 
tient Arithmetic  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans',  but  in  all  probabi- 
lity the  Pradice  of  it  will  never  be  revived,  as  our  arithme- 
tical Operations  are  much  fhorler  and  eafier. 

*  Mr  Roger  obferves,  **  That  we  don't  find,  among  the  mo- 

V  dern  Braminst    any  Foollleps  of  the  Philofophy  for  which 
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whole  Knowledge  confifts  in  a  mechanical  Way  of 
computing,    and    a  few  arithmetical   Opcratioi^b ; 

they 

•'  their  Anceftors  were  Co  famous ;  and  as  for  Agronomy,  tlipy 
*'  are  fo  grofly  ignorant  of  thib  Science,  that  tl-.clr  ablcil  Mcu 
*•  fcarce  know  how  tu  calculate  an  I'.clipfe  of  the  ^iin  or  Moon, 
**  and  the  Conjunftion  of  the  Planets  ;  and  arc  quite  r^n-M-.'.uc 
**  of  the  Caufes  of  it"  Mr.  Bi'rrifr  inforrm  U5,  /W.  II.  pug. 
154,  155,  of  his  Voyages,  *'  i'iiat  the  India!:!  h.ivc  Table  , 
**  by  which  they  foretel  tiieir  lulipk-s  ;  and  t.'io'  tinT  caii'c 
**  calculate  them  as  exadlly  as  the  Europcc:t:s,  they  yet  uoii'i  err 
**  very  much  on  thefe  Occafions.  Nevcrciicltfs  tiny  aigiif,  wi;h 
**  regard  to  the  Eclipfe  of  the  Moon,  after  the  fume  AJaiuicr  as 
**  on  that  of  the  Sun  ;  they  declaring  that,  at  thcie  Times,  tlio 
Rach^  that  black  Spedlre,  or  malicious  i^^///^?,  fei^es  the  per 
Moon,  and  infers  it.  They  affirm,  with  f^qual  goo  i  Sw-af  , 
*'  that  the  Moon  is  four  hundred  thoufand  Koflcb  abovv;  ttu-  Sun, 
that  is,  .  bove  fifty  thoufand  Leagues:  That  the  Moon  is 
felf-Iuminous  ;  and  that  tiiere  conies  from  it  a  certain  vital 
Water,  which  is  colleded  chit-fly  in  the  Brain,  md  ceicends 
from  thence,  as  from  a  Spiing  into  the  leveral  Members  of 
the  Body,  for  their  Ufe.  Tiiey  add,  that  the  Sun,  the  Moor, 
and  all  the  Planets  in  general  are  Dcutasy  that  tne  Night  is 
occafioned  by  the  Sun's  retiring  behind  the  Someire,  that  ima- 
ginary Mountain,  placed  by  them  in  the  Center  of  the  Earth  ; 
affirming  it  to  be  many  thoufand  L .agues  h:gh,  and  Ihaptd 
like  a  Cone  reverfed;  fo  that  'tis  never  Day  witn  t'/iem,  bac 
**  when  the  Sun  comes  from  behind  the  M;)unrains  in  quetlion". 
According  to  Mr.  la  Croze,  pag.  483,  ^'  fcq»  of  hib  Hijt.  dti 
Chrifiianifme  des  Indes.  Tho'  theic  Indians  apply  tiiemlelvcs 
very  much  (o  the  Study  of  Allronomy,  and  particularly  to  ju- 
dicial Aftrology,  we  yet  may  be  pcrfuaded,  tht  tiieir  Know- 
ledge, on  tiiis  Subjed,  is  valUy  conlined.  ' Tis  impoiiible  that  a 
People  who  fuppofe  the  luirth  to  be  flat,  and  thai  the  Sun  per- 
forms his  Courle  round  a  Alountain  fituated  to  the  North  or  the 
World,  fliould  know  mucli  with  regard  to  the  Courit  of  tiic 
Planets,  and  their  Situation  in  the  Heavens,  They  neverthtlefj 
foretel  Eclipfes.  Thofe  who  may  doubt  the  Truth  of  this,  may  be 
fully  convinced  of  the  Poflibiity  of  it,  by  perufingthe  Topography 
of  Co/5/w  Egypf  ■'  (In  Father  MoNt/autons  Collecf.  Novre  Puinvit 
Edit.  Tom.  2.  pag.  264.)  who  tells  us  of  a  Man,  in  his  lime, 
who,  tho'  he  maintained  the  abovemtntioned  Syllem,  was  ycc 
able  to  foretel  Eclipfes  with  fuch  an  Accuracy,  as  even  furpri/.cd 
thofe  who  foilowed  a  more  rational  Hypothefis. 

I'heir  Year  (adds  Mr.  la  Cioze)  begins  in  Jpril^  and  confiftr, 
like  ours,  of  three  hundied  and  fixty-five  Days.  How  they 
manage,  with  regard  to  the  odd  Hours,  ^c,  over  and  above  that 
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they  being  quite  ignoranr  of  the  Theory ;  and  have 
no  Knowledge  of  the  Kelarions  which  thefe  Things 
bear  one  to  anotlier.  Some  Bramin  always  ftudies 
the  \J(^  of  thefe  Tables,  and  aherwards  teaches  it 
to  his  Children  ;  and  thus  ihe  Tables  have  been 
tranfmitted,  by  a  Kind  of  Tradition,  from  Father 
to  Son  •,  and  the  Ufe  to  which  they  fhould  be  ap- 
plied has  been  prtferved.  The  Indians  confider  an 
Eciipfe  as  a  Day  of  plenary  Indulgence  •,  they  ima- 
gining thar,  by  wafliing  themfelves  on  that  Day 
in  Sea-water,  they  arc  cleanfed  from  all  Sins, 

As  their  Syllem  with  regard  to  the  Heavens  and 
the  Stars  is  faife,  they  tell  us  the  moft  cliimerical 
Particulars  concerning  the  Motion  of  the  Sun,  and 
the  reft  of  the  Planets.  They  are  of  Opinion,  for 
Indance,  that  the  Moon  is  above  the  Sun ;  and 
whenever  an  European  goes  about  to  prove  the  con- 

Kumber  cf  Dayy,  I  know  not,  nor  have  met  with  any  Thing 
concerning  it  in  ths  MSS.  of  the  Danijh  MiiTionaries.  They 
divide  the  Zodiac  ii.to  twelve  Signs,  whofe  Names,  in  their  Lan- 
guage, coiteipond  vvitli  thofe  we  received  from  the  Greeks^  who 
borrowid  them  from  the  Egyptians.  They  alfo  have  the  lame 
isumber  o  Pianeti;  as  wc'  ;  and  employ  them  as  we  do,  in  de- 
noting the  Days  of  the  Week  j  a  Piadlic;:  they  likewile  received 
from  the  Hg^ptiirm,  amor.g  whom  this  fepcenary  Divifion  was 
very  antieni  ;  wheti;er  thcfe  had  borrowed  it  from  the  Jenvs,  or 
that  the  laitcr  took  it  from  the  Eoyptians ;  a  Circum/^'^nce  we 
are  to  undcilbnd  only  with  regard  to  the  Number  of  Lays,  the 
Hehrc^Ms  not  calling  the  Days  of  the  Wiek  after  the  Names  of 
ti;e  Pianft5.  Tho'  thcfe  Names  vary  m  Indiay  according  to  the 
difrbrcnt  Liinguages,  the  Name  Buda^  which  was  famous  among 
the  Aiuitnts,  as  we  ihall  foon  fhew,  is  univerfally  confidered 
as  ti:e  Piac^*  of  Mercury ;  and  denotes  Wednejday  among  the  Ma- 
labarians,  the  Inhabitants  of  Ceylon,  and  the  Siaf/:eze.  The 
I/:di/7;is,  befides  the  Signs  of  the  Zodiac,  count  twenty -feven 
Ccnlbllations,  which  they  chiefly  ufe  (as  well  as  the  Planetj) 
for  forctel'ing  Futurity  ;  and  for  insinuating  thcmfelve?,in  Quality 
of  Allrologers,  into  the  Courts  of  the  Indian  King..,  who  are 
v.:ry  fend  of  thefe  idle  Prcciiftionp,  as  well  as  cf  Auguries,  Pal- 
iiii:try,  and  various  other  Chimeras,  which  even  the  Europeans, 
yytMiiWiXuv^'-^^  the  Light  of  the  Gofpel,  have  not  yet  quite  laid 
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trary,  by  an  Argument  drawn  from  the  cclipHng  of 
that  Planer,  they  are  dilpkafed,  mt-rely  becaule 
their  Principles  are  oppofeJ.  They  alio  inv\gine 
that  the  Sun,  after  havinp;  enli^hrned  our  Mcmif- 
phere,  goes  and  hides  itkU,  during  the  Nighr, 
behind  a  Mountain.  They  admit  nine  Planets  \ 
fuppofing  the  afccnding  and  defcending  Knots  to  be 
real  Planets,  which  they,  for  that  Furpofe,  call 
Ragoo^  and  Kedoo.  Farther,  they  cannot  perfuade 
themfelves  that  the  Earth  is  round,  but  afcribe  to  it 
I  know  not  what  whimfical  Figure. 

*Tis  true ,  however ,  that  they  know  the 
twelve  Signs  of  the  Zodiac,  and  call  them  in  their 
Language  by  the  fame  Names  with  us  •,  but  it  may 
be  proper  to  take  Notice  of  the  manner  in  which 
they  divide  the  Zodiac  and  its  Signs.  They  di- 
vide that  part  of  the  Heavens  which  anfwers  to  the 
Zodiac  into  twenty-feven  Conftellations.  Each  of 
thefe  Conftellations  confifts  of  a  certain  Number  of 
Stars,  called  (like  as  with  us)  after  the  Name  of  an 
Animal,  or  fome  inanimate  Creature.  They  com- 
pofe  thefe  Conftellations  of  parts  of  our  Signs,  and 
of  fome  other  Stars  fituated  near  them.  Their  firft 
Conftellation  begins  at  the  Ram,  (including  one  or 
two  of  its  Stars,  with  fome  others  near  them)  and 
they  call  it  Achouini'»  fignifying,  in  their  Language, 
Horfe  \  they  imagining  that  this  Conftellation  forms 
the  Shape  of  that  Animal.  The  fecond  begins, 
upwards,  towards  the  Sign  of  the  Bull,  and  is 
called  Bar  any  ^  they  fancying  it  to  be  fliaped  like  an 
Elephant^  and  fo  of  the  reft. 

Every  Sign  comprehends  two  of  thefe  Conftella- 
tions, and  the  fourth  of  another ;  which  forms  ex- 
actly twenty-feven  Conftellations,  in  the  whole  Ex- 
tent of  the  Zodii^c,  or  twelve  Signs.  They  fubdi- 
vide  each  of  the  faid  Conftellations  into  fjur  equal 
Parts,  each  of  which  is  diilinguiftied  by  a  Word  of 
cne  Syllable  5  fo  that  the  whole  Conftellation  is  call- 
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ed  by  a  whimfical  Word  of  four  Syllables,  of  no 
Signification,  and  only  exprefllng  the  four  equal 
Parts. 

They  alfo  divide  each  Sign  into  nine  Quarters  of  a 
Conftellation,  which  are  fo  many  of  their  Degrees, 
and  equal  to  three  Degrees  twenty  Minutes  of  ours. 

In  fine,  according  to  thefe  Principles,  they  di- 
vide the  whole  Zodiac  into  an  hundred  and  eight  of 
their  Degrees  \  fo  that,  to  point  out  the  Place  where 
the  Sun  is,  they  firft  name  the  Sign,  afterwards  the 
Conftellation  ;  and,  laftly,  the  Dcrgree  or  Part  of  the 
Conftellation  to  which  the  Sun  correfponds.  If  it 
be  the  firft  Part,  they  iife  the  firft  Syllable  ;  if  the 
fecond  Part,  the  fecond  Syllable,  and  fo  on. 

Tliis  is  the  beft  Idea  I  can  give  you  of  the  Know- 
ledge of  the  Bramins^  who  are  fo  highly  revered  by 
the  Indians^  and  fuch  bitter  Enemies  to  the  Gofpel- 
preachers.  But  notwithftanding  all  their  Efforts^ 
the  Chrijlian  Religion  increafes  daily.  There  are 
now  four  Miflionaries,  who  labour  zealoufly  at  the 
Converfion  of  thefe  Nations.  I  myfelf  made  the 
fifth,  but  was  obliged  to  go  and  pals  fome  Months 
in  Pondkhery,  to  recover  my  Health,  which  had 
been  very  much  impaired  by  the  unufual  Courle  of 
Life  we  are  obliged  to  lead  in  this  Country.  I  refi- 
ded  three  Years  in  Tarkolan,  a  pretty  confiderable 
Town.  Words  could  never  exprefs  the  Vexations 
I  met  with,  either  from  the  Indians ^  who,  fpice  of 
all  my  Precautions,  could  not  be  perfuaded  but  that 
I  was  a  Prangui ;  or  from  the  Moors y  whofe  Camp 
was  only  half  a  Day's  Journey  from  my  Church. 

/  am^  &c. 

De  la  Lane. 


Father 
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Father  Faure,    to  Father  de  la   Bossee. 


At  the  Mnuth  of  the  Straits  of  Malacca?, 
in  the  Bay  cf  Bengal,  from  on  Boaid 
/^tf  Lyi-EiiUuc,  January  17,  1711. 

Reverend  Faiher^ 

I  Left  France^  with  the  Dcfign  of  failing  to  Chim^ 
according  to  the  Order  of  my  Superiors ;  and 
you  are  not  infenfible  how  ilrongly  defirous  I  was 
to  labour  in  that  MilTion.  But  I  now  am  fixed,  in 
fome  Meafure,  in  the  Eaft-Indies  ;  I  being  engaged 
to  labour  at  the  Converfion  of  a  new  People  who 
inhabit  a  confiderable  Number  of  Iflands  in  the  Bay 
of  Bengal^  whither  the  Light  of  the  Gofpel  has  not 
yet  been  carried.  You  will  be  furprized  at  this 
Change,  and  perhaps  may  not  be  difplcafed  to 
know  the  Occafion  of  this  new  Enterprize. 

The  5th  of  November^  1708,  I  embarked  with 
Father  Cazalets,  on  Board  the  Aurora^  one  of  his 
Majefty's  Frigates,  commanded  by  Mr.  de  la  Ri- 
gaudiere^  a  very  worthy  Gentleman,  from  whom 
we  received  numberlefs  Favours.  He  had  fhewn 
the  like  Civility  to  feveral  other  Jefu it-Mi iFionaries 
whom  he  conveyed  to  India^  for  which  we  are  great- 
ly indebted  to  him. 

Our  Ship  had  been  fitted  out,  to  convey  Orders 
from  the  Court  of  Spain  to  diff^erent  parts  of  Ame- 
rica. We  firft  failed  to  Carthagena^  and  afterwards 
to  Vera  Cruz,  whence  we  continued  our  Journey, 
by  Land,  to  Mexico,  where  we  joined  in  Company 
with  feveral  other  Miflionaries,  who  were  going  to 
the  Philippines. 

We  lailed   the  30th  of  March,    1709,    (being 
twenty-three  Jefuits)  and  the  nth  of  y««^difco- 
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verecl  the  Iflands  Marianes  *,  confccrated  by  the 
Blood  of  io  many  of  our  Martyrs,  of  whom  the 
mod  illuftrious  was  the  venerable  Father  Die^o 
Ltiiz  de  Sanvitores^  Founder  of  this  Mifllon.  We 
continued  no  longer  than  was  necefTary  (or  taking 
in  fome  Refrefliments  -,  but  l;x  of  our  Jcluits  ibid 
behind;  their  AlTiftance  h'n.g  very  much  wanted 
for  the  Eafe  of  the  firft  Milfionarics,  moft  of  whom 
were  bowed  with  Age ;  and  incapable  of  difcharg- 
ing  their  miniOerial  Duties. 

After  leaving  the  Iflands  MarianeSy  we  were 
within  three  hundred  Leagues  of  the  Philippines: 
Being  overtaken  with  Calms,  towards  the  End  of 
our  Voyage,  our  Officers  and  Pilots  refolvcd  to 
make  for  the  Port  ot  Palapa^  whervi  they  intended 
to  (lay  till  the  B-ginning  of  Harvc'l.  For  this 
Reafon  we  were  obliged  to  leave  our  Ship,  and  go 
on  Board  fmall  Veflels,  in  order  that  we  might  have 
an  Opportunity  of  failing  very  near  the  Shore,  and 
purfuing  our  Voyage  fheltered  from  the  Wind. 

Thefe  Veflels  are  called,  at  the  Philippines,  Ca- 
raccas.  The  Caracca  is  a  fort  of  fmall  Galley  with 
Oars  and  Sails,  with  two  Wii.gs  on  each  fide,  made 
of  thick  Canes,  to  break  the  Waves,  and  bear  up 
in  the  Ocean.  A  iad  and  mofl  perilous  Way  of 
failing  this,  where,  for  three  Weeks,  we  were  in 
greater  Danger  of  lofing  our  Lives,  than  during 
the  whole  feven  Months  employed  by  us  in  croffing 
the  wide-extended  North  and  South  Seas.  Of  the 
three  Caraccas,  on  which  our  whole  Company  of 
Mifllonaries  were  a  Board,  the  largeftwas  wreck'd; 
and  feveral  Jefuits  who  were  in  her,  muft  inevita- 
bly have  perifhed,  had  not  the  Indians  fwam  zea- 
loufly  to  their  Refcue,  and  favcd  them. 

Nor  did  the  other  two  Car  ace  as  ^  on  Board  of 
which  I  was,  efcape  the  Storm  ♦,   fo  that,  being  nc^ 
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longer  able  to  rcfift  the  Fury  of  the  Brails,  or  he 
Violence  of  the  Waves,  our  Pilots  lail  \  before  he 
Wind,  and  made  for  a  Port  which  we  entered  ve- 
ry fortunately. 

We  went  by  Land  to  Cariia,  a  fmall  Town  three 
liCagues  from  Manila  ;  and  had  the  Confolation  of 
pafTing  thro*  feveral  Parilhes  of  this  new  Chrijlian 
Settlement,  which  I  think  the  moil  flourifhing  in 
all  India.  I  often  admired  the  Fervency  of  the  In- 
habitants, who  were  newly  converted  to  the  Faith  ; 
and  the  ready  Obedience  they  pay  ro  their  Paftors. 
The  Youth  of  both  Sexes  come  conllantly  to  Church, 
two  or  three  Times  every  Day,  to  learn  the  Prin- 
ciples of  our  Religion,  and  fmg  the  Praifes  of  God. 
The  Heads  of  Families  conduft  themfelves,  in  their 
Houfcs,  purfuant  to  the  Inftrudlioiis  of  the  Mif- 
fionaries  •,  whence  it  is  that  very  few  Contefts  are 
found  among  them  *,  or,  if  any  fuch  happen  to 
break  out,  they  are  always  decided  without  coming 
to  a  Law-fuit,  and  generally  to  the  Satisfaction  of 
both  Parties.  The  Body  of  thefe  Iflanders  form 
eight  hundred  Pariflies,  which  are  governed  by  dif- 
ferent MilTionaries,  whole  Labours  are  amply  re- 
warded, by  the  great  Examples  of  Virtue  which 
their  Converts  exhibit. 

Nothing  afF(.6led  me  more,  in  Manila^  than  the 
extraordinary  Courage  of  Abbot  de  Sidoii^  who  ar- 
rived lately  very  happily  in  Japan^  in  order  to  preach 
the  Gofpel  there.  The  Circumftances  of  this  gene- 
rous Adion  are  of  fo  edifying  a  Nature,  that  I  cannot 
forbear  acquainting  you  with  them. 

Some  Years  fince,  that  worthy  Ecclefiaftic  left 
Rome.,  the  Place  of  his  Birth,  to  go  to  Manila^ 
where  he  hoped  to  have  an  eafier  Opportunity  of 
getting  into  the  Empire  of  Japan.  He  lived  two 
Years  in  t'le  Philippine  Iflands,  all  which  Time 
he  fpent  in  the  perpetual  Exercife  of  the  feveral 
Virtues  that  form  the  truly  apoftolical  Chara^^er. 
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Under  the  Protcdlion  of  the  Governor  of  Ma- 
iiila^  he  got  a  Ship  built  from  the  Ahns  he  had 
collc6ccd,  which  enabled  him  to  put  his  Dcfign  in 
Execution. 

*Twas  in  Au^ujl^  '709*  ^^at  he  left  Manila  with 
Don  Michael  de  E/oriaga^  a  very  experienced  Cap- 
tain, who  had  offered  to  carry  him  thither  ;  and  he 
arrived  in  Sight  of  7^/>^w  the  9th  of  OSlober.  They 
came  as  near  the  Shore  as  poflible  ;  when  perceiving 
a  Fi filing- veflcl,  they  thought  proper  to  lend  aPer- 
fon  in  their  Long-boat,  to  get  Intelligence.  For  this 
Purpofc  they  pitched  upon  a  Japoneze^  a  Heathen^ 
who  accompanied  Abbot  Sidoti,  and  had  promis'd 
the  Governor  to  get  into  Japan^  with  the  Mifiiona- 
ry,  and  keep  him  concealed  in  that  Empire,  if 
iiecellliry.  The  Japoneze  being  ccme  up  with  the 
Finiing-veflel,  fpoke  fome  Time  with  the  People 
on  Board  her  -,  but  was  fo  much  intimidated  by 
their  Anfwer,  that  he  would  not  permit  the  Spani- 
ards  to  come  nearer  the  Fifiiermen,  tho'  thefe  de- 
clared, by  various  Signs,  that  they  need  not  be  under 
any  Apprehenfions. 

The  Japoneze  being  returned  on  Board,  Abbot 
Sidoti  examined  him,  in  Prefence  of  the  Spanijh 
Officers  -,  when  the  only  Anfwer  he  made  was,  that 
it  would  be  impofiible  for  them  to  get  into  Japan^ 
without  running  a  manifeft  Hazard  of  being  difco- 
vered.  That  the  Inftant  they  fliould  go  on  Shore, 
they  would  be  feized  and  carried  before  the  Empe- 
ror -,  and  that  as  this  Prince  was  of  fo  fanguinary 
a  Temper,  he  would  not  fail  to  fentence  them  im- 
mediately to  a  mofl:  cruel  Death. 

'Twas  judged,  from  the  Confufion  which  ap- 
peared in  his  Countenance,  and  from  fome  Words  he 
let  drop,  that  he  had  acquainted  they^/^^^wt'Z^Fifhermen 
with  Abbot  Sidoti*^  Defign  ;  upon  which  the  latter 
went  afide,  to  beg  Heaven  to  infpirehim  with  a  fit 
Reiblution  on   that   Occafion.     He  then  repeated 
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part  of  the  Breviary,    with  the  greatcft  Calmnefs, 
and  afterwards  pad  fome  Time  in  Meditation. 

His  Prayers  being  ended,    about  five  in  the  E- 
vening  he  came  to  the  Captain,  to  inform  him  of 
his    lad    Refolution.      "    The    happy    Moment 
(fays  he)   which  I  panted  for  fo   many  Years, 
i^  at  lall  come.     We  are  now  upon  the  Shores  of 
Jnpan^  and  'tis  high  Time  that  I  prepare  to  land 
in  this  wi(h'd-for  Country.     You  have  been  fo 
generous   as  to  conduct  me   thro*    a   Sea  un- 
known   to  yourfelf  i   a  Si;a  fignaliz'd  by  Ship- 
wrecks. Be  ib  good  therefore  as  to  complete  and 
CiOwn  your  Work.     Leave  me  in  the  midil  of  a 
People,  who,  tho'  they  abhor  the  Chriftian  Name, 
I  yet  hope  to  win  them  over  to  Chrift.     I  don't 
rely  on  my  own  Strength,  but  on  the  all-power- 
ful Grace  of  our  Saviour,  and  the  Proteftion  of 
fo  many  Martyrs,  who,  in  the  preceeding  Cen- 
tury, fhed  their  Blood  in  Defence  of  his  Name". 
Tho'  Captain  Eloriaga  was  very  willing  to  ac- 
quiefce  with  Abbot  Sidoti^s  Defires,  he  neverthelefs 
obferved,  that  it  would  be  more  prudent  to  put  off 
his  landing  for  fome  Days :   That  as  it  was  proba- 
ble the  Fifhermen,    with  whom   the  Japoneze  diC- 
courfed,  knew  his  Defign,  they  would  not   fail  to 
watch,  in  order  to  feize  him  the  Moment  he  fliould 
fet  his  Foot  on  Shore :   Finally,    that  they  would 
run   no  Hazard  in  feeking  out  fome  other  Place, 
where  they  might  land  him  with  greater  Safety. 

But  all  thefe  Arguments  made  no  Impreflion  on 
Abbot  Sidoti^  who  told  the  Captain,  that  having  a 
favourable  Wind,  they  ought  to  take  Advantage  of 
it,  fince,  the  longer  they  delayed,  the  greater  Ha- 
zard they  would  run  of  being  difcovered  ;  and  that 
as  his  Refolution  was  fixed,  he  befought  him  not 
to  throw  any  Ooftacle  in  the  Way  of  God's  Work. 
The   Captain  yielded  to  the  Intreaties  of  the  Mif- 

fionary  ; 
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fionary  ;  and  got  every  Thing  ready,  in  order  to 
fee  him  afhore  in  the  Ni-.,hr. 

During  this  Interval,  Abbot  Sidoti  wrote  feveral 
Letters.  He  laid  over  his  B^ads  with  the  whole 
Ship's  Company,  in  the  manner  obferved  on  B  xird 
SpanifJj  Ships.  He  then  made  a  fhort  Exhortation 
to  them,  after  which  he  publickly  afked  Pardon  for 
the  ill  Examples  he  might  have  fet ;  and  particu- 
larly of  the  Children,  for  not  having  inllnided 
them  with  due  Care  in  the  Principles  of  the  Chri- 
fiian  Religion.  Laftly,  he  kifled  the  Feet  of  the 
Officers,  the  Soldiers,  and  Slaves  on  Board. 

'Twas  near  Midnight,  when  he  went  into  the 
Long-boat  with  the  Captain  and  feven  other  Spani- 
ards who  defired  to  accompany  him.  He  conti- 
nued in  Prayer  during  the  whole  Pafllige  ;  and  at 
laft  got  to  Land,  tho*  with  fome  Difficulty,  the 
Shore  being  very  Iteep  in  that  Place. 

The  Inftant  he  was  come  out  of  the  Long-boat, 
he  fell  proflrate  to  kifs  the  Earth,  and  thank'd  liea- 
ven  for  its  Goodnefs,  in  enabling  him  to  furmount 
the  many  Difficulties  which  oppofed  his  Entrance 
into  Japan.  The  Perfons  in  his  Company  defired 
to  go  a  little  Way  up  the  Country  with  him.  Bon 
Carlos  de  Bonio  (one  of  theie)  who  was  entruftcd 
with  Abbot  Sidoti's  litde  Trunk,  had  the  Cjriofity 
to  examine  the  Contents  of  it.  Upon  opening  ir, 
the  only  Things  he  found  were  the  Church-plate, 
a  little  Box  for  the  holy  Oils,  a  Breviary,  a  Book 
of  the  Imitation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  two  Japoneze 
Grammars,  with  fome  other  Books  of  Devotion ; 
a  Crucifix  of  Father  Michael  Majirilly  the  Jefuit  *, 
a  Pidlure  of  the  bleffed  Virgin,  with  various  Prints 
of  Saints. 

But  now,  after  walking  together  fome  Time, 
:!icy  were  obliged  to  feparate.  'Twas  with  great 
Difficulty  Captain  Eloriaga  prevailed  with  Abbot 
Sidoti  to  accept,  by  way  oT  Alms,  of  a  few  Pieces 
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of  Gold,  in  order  to  procure  the  Favour  of  the  Ja* 
pneze^  if  neceflary.  Whilll  he  was  advancing  up 
the  Country,  the  Spaniards  were  returning  towaids 
the  Shore,  and  getting  into  their  Boat.  They  did 
not  reach  their  Snip  till  about  eight  in  the  Morn- 
ing •,  and  at  lail,  after  running  fome  Danger,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  Points  of  Rocks  and  many  Banks  of 
Sand,  they  arrived  in  Manila^  the  i8di  of  Otloher^ 

Captain  Eloriaga  fet  fail  lad  Month,  with  Father 
Sicardfy  and  another  Jeluit-MifTionary,  to  difcover 
the  Iflands  Los  Palaos,  or  new  Philippines.  Father 
Serranoy  with  feveral  other  Jefuits,  are  preparing  to 
follow  thefe  two  Mlffionaries,  to  labour,  in  concert 
with  them,  at  the  Converfion  of  a  numerous  Peo- 
ple who  inhabit  thofe  lately  difcovered  Iflands, 

I  flattered  myfelf  upon  my  Arrival  at  Manila^ 
that  I  fnould  foon  get  to  China^  a  Country  I  had 
fo  long  and  fo  earnellly  wiflied  to  vific  •,  and  from 
which  we  were  diftant  but  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  Leagues.  However,  fome  Obilacles  arifing, 
I  was  determined  to  go  by  the  Way  of  the  Ea(i-ln- 
dies  \  and  take  the  Opportunity  of  a  Ship  which 
was  fetting  out  for  the  Coaft  of  Cormandel,  I  part- 
ed from  Father  Cazekts^  who,  on  the  other  Hand, 
agreed  with  Father  Nyel^  to  go  on  board  the  firft 
Ship  that  fliould  fail  from  Manila  to  China, 

In  taking  this  Refolution,  I  engaged  myfelf  to 
fail  upwards  of  fixteen  hundred  Leagues  more  \  but 
was  comforted  with  the  Hopes,  that  the  Voyage 
would  not  lad  quire  a  Year.  It  indeed  was  ended 
much  fooner,  and  in  a  .  'iTcrent  Manner  from  what 
I  expeded  •,  for  a  litde  alter  my  Arrival  in  hdia^ 
I  formed  a  new  Engagement  vvith  the  Superiors  of 
that  Country,  for  putting  in  execution  a  D^figii 
proje6led  long  before,  I  mean  the  going  to  preach 
Chrift  to  the  Hcalhen  Inhabitants  of  Nicobar  *. 

Thefe 

*  The  larrre^  oFthe  Kiohiir  IHand;  is  about  fortv  Mi'e-3  lon<T, 

and  fourteen  cr  l;,ie,;n  bioad.     The  Ifirinda  are  not  divided  in^o 
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Thefe  Iflands  are  fituated  at  the  Entrance  of  the 
great  Bay  of  Bengal^  oppofite  to  one  of  the  Mouths 
of  the  Streights  of  Malacca  ;  and  extend  from  the 
feventh  Degree  to  about  the  tenth  of  North  Lati- 
tude. The  chief  of  thefe  Iflands  is  named  Nico- 
har^  from  which  all  the  reft  are  called,  tho'  each 
of  them  has  alfo  a  particular  Name.  As  the  Vef- 
fels  of  India  ufually  caft  Anchor  there,  and  its  In- 
habitants feem  of  a  more  tradlable  Difpofition  than 
thofe  of  the  other  Iflands,  we  thought  proper  to 
fettle  our  firft  Eftablilliment  in  Nicobar. 

Here  follows  what  I  was  told  concerning  thefe 
Iflands,  by  fome  who  are  acquainted  with  them. 
The  Ifland  of  Nicobar  is  but  thirty  Leagues  from 
the  City  of  Achein.  Its  Soil,  like  that  of  the  other 
Iflands,  produces  various  forts  of  Fruits ;  but  nei- 
ther Corn,  Rice,  or  any  other  kind  of  Grain.  The 
Inhabitants  fubfift  on  Fruits,  Fifh;  and  a  very 
infipid  fort  of  Root  called  Yams  *,    They  yet  have 

Kingdoms  or  Provinces ;  nor  is  it  yet  known  whether  they  con- 
tain any  Towns.  Such  of  their  Houfes,  as  are  feen  on  the 
Shore,  are  built  on  Ports,  and  confift  but  of  one  Room.  The 
Natives  are  tawny,  tall,  and  well  fliapec^.  The  Men  go  almoft 
naked,  having  only  a  Piece  of  Linnen,  which  fcarce  hides 
what  fhould  be  concealed  ;  but  the  Women  wear  a  Cloth,  that 
fervts  as  a  kind  of  Petticoat.  The  Country  is  over-run  with 
"Wood.  Every  Family  keeps  a  Fifliing-boat  or  two.  They 
often  cheat  fuch  Europeans  as  traffic  with  them,  by  bringing 
counterfeit  Ambergrcafe.  The  Soil  is  a  rich,  black  Mould, 
and  would  be  prcdiidlive  of  any  Grain.  [But  this  is  con- 
tradifted  by  the  Jefuit  in  the  Text,]  The  Natives  are  looked 
upon  as  inc'fftnfive }  they  mairy  witiiout  a  Priell,  and  don't  al- 
low Polygamy.  They  cat  and  drink,  without  the  leaft  Scruple, 
with  ail  Foreigners  vvho  come  among  them  ;  have  a  Language 
peculiar  to  themfelvcs  j  but  underltand  a  few  Expreflions  in  the 
Malayan  and  Portugv.exe  '1  ongnes  whereby  they  are  enabled  to 
trade  with  liich  Ships  as  call  Anciior  on  their  Coafts.  Several 
Writers  have  falily  charged  the  Niiobaria}!-,  and  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  adjacent  lOands,  with  being  Canibals  or  Man-eaters. 

^  Called  I^rmmi's  (I  believe)  in  Frejicb.  Thefe  are  Plants,  a 
Scxt  of  Potatoe.  Thjir  Subltancc  is  cf  a  white,  jaicy.  and  mealy 
Tafte.  .When  baked,  they  are  cat  inlicad  \.)t  Bread.  They  alio  are 
ibund  \viGuificai  on  the  Gold  Cuuic,  uiui  \\\  Icveral  Parts  cf^/w>7V<^. 

a  pret- 
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a  pretty  confiderablc  Number  of  Hens  and  Hogs, 
but  never  eat  them  \  tliey  bartering  thefe,  whenever 
any  Ship  happens  to  pafs  by,  for  Iron,  Tobacco, 
and  Linnen  Cloth.  They  fell  their  Fruits  after  the 
fame  manner,  and  alfo  their  Parrots,  which  are 
highly  valued  in  India^  none  fpeaking  fo  articulate- 
ly. We  alfo  meet  with  Amber  and  Tin  \  and  in 
thefe  all  their  Wealth  confifts. 

The  only  Particulars  I  could  learn  of  the  Religion 
of  the  JSIicobariayis  is,  tliey  worfhip  the  Moon,  and 
ftand  in  great  Awe  of  Devih,  of  whom  they 
have  formed  I  know  not  what  grofs  Idea.  They  are 
not  divided  into  various  Caftes  or  Tribes,  as  the  In- 
habitants of  Malabar  and  CormandeL  The  Moham- 
medans  have  not  been  ablj  to  get  into  thefe  Iflands, 
tho'  they  fpread  themfelves  fo  eafily  over  the  rell 
of  India ^  to  the  great  Prejudice  of  the  Chrjfiian 
Faith.  We  do  not  meet  litre  with  one  public 
Monument,  dedicated  to  religious  Worfliip.  Tliere 
are  only  certain  Grottos  dug  in  the  Rocks,  wliich 
thofe  Iflanders  have  in  great  Veneration  ;  but  tliey 
dare  not  enter  them,  for  fear  of  being  cruelly  treat- 
ed by  the  Devil. 

I  fliall  be  filent  as  to  the  Manners,  Polity,  and 
Government  of  the  Nicobariaus  ;  no  Perfon  having 
yet  an  Opportunity  of  advancing  far  enough 
mto  their  Country,  to  get  fufEcient  Information  on 
thofe  Heads.  If  I  am  but  fo  happy  as  to  win  them 
over  to  the  Truths  I  am  going  to  inculcate,  I  won't 
fail  giving  you  an  exad  Account  of  every  Thing 
relating  to  this  People. 

Upon  my  Arrival  in  Pondicher\\  the  Mifllonaries 
were  ferioully  concerting  Meafures  for  converting 
thefe  Heathens  \  but  being  unwilling  to  deprive  the 
MilTion  of  Carnala  and  Madura^  of  the  neccflary 
Gofpel-labourers,  they  waited  for  freHi  Succours 
from  Europe.  Hearing  this,  I  offered  myfelf  to  my 
Superiors  j  and  being  urgent  with  ihem,  they  atlalt 
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yielded  to  my  Inireaties.  Thus  Father  Bonnet  and 
I  had  the  ILppintTs  to  be  the  fiill  who  were  ap- 
pointed lo  let  their  Flands  to  {q  excellent  a  Work  ; 
and  this  the  Iiiliunt  we  niould  meet  with  an  Op- 
].x)rtunity  oi'  emhiirldng  for  thofc  lOands. 

We  were  waidng  impatiently  for  the  Arrival  of 
fome  Siiips  wliich  might  fail  towards  the  Streights 
«jf  Malacca^  when,  on  a  ftidden,  four  appeared  and 
cad  Ai'chor  ;  two  of  them  being  ordered  to  cruize  in 
thokStreighis.  This  litde  Squadron  was  command- 
ed by  Mr.  Raoul.  We  inform-jd  him  of  our  De- 
fign,  which  he  approved  ;  and  was  fo  kind  as  to 
gratify  our  llequeii-,  I  mean  to  take  us  on  board 
ibme  of  his  Ships.  I  myfelf  entered,  as  Chaplain, 
on  boiu'd  the  hys-Brillac^  commanded  by  Captain 
Dcmaiuc  •,  Mr.  Raoul  taking  Father  Bonnet  into  the 
Maurc'ias  with  him. 

Aiier  two  Months  fpent  in  various  Cruizes,  which 
it  v/iil  be  needlcfs  to  rchite,  we  failed  towards  Ma- 
Icaa^  in  order  to  doubl.;  a  Cape  called  Rachado, 
Vvc  I]  all  foon  come  in  Sight  of  the  Nicohar  Klands, 
where  I  hope,  by  God's  Grace,  to  devote  myfelf 
eniirciy  to  the  Converfion  of  its  poor  Inhabitants, 
whom  i  am  appointed  to  inibudt.  Heaven,  who 
has  always  been  exceedingly  merciful,  commands 
ir.e  to  put  the  utmoft. Conrickiice  in  its  all-power- 
fwi  riotedlion  ;  and  to  this  is  owing  the  Intrepi- 
t  :[y  with  which  I  refied  on  the  Dangers  I  muft  ne- 
c^.liariiy  be  expoled  to,  in  the  midil  of  a  barbarous 
People. 

/  r/m^  &c. 

Peter  Faure, 

I.\S.  We  bavelieaai  the  following  Particulars,  fince 
til  iwv;  Mii.onaries  were  put  aOiore  on  ihe  Illands 
u  Nuokr.     The  two  Ships  ^t  their  Return  from 

the 
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the  Streigfits  of  Malacca^    p.ifTjd  within  Icvcn  D> 
grecs  of  fhc  Line,    in    Hgiic  of  one  ol   tnc  lilanJs, 
which    Mr.  Dcraaine  coailcci.     Imniediau-ly  iw  or- 
dered out  liie  L')rii>;-boar,    to  land  the  Fatiurs  on 
the  lOund  in  queflion  ;  anund:irice  of  Tears  ueing 
ihed  ac  pardng.      1  he  wlio'.:  Ship's  C^mjiaiiy  were 
greatly  aiTecied  to  :ee  tiu;  y^y  vvii.h  v/liicti  riu  two 
Mil  Fiona  ries  delivered  t  lernielves  into  the  Mands  of 
a   cru.  I  People,  who  mha'jit  L'iands   fo   lutJe  fre- 
quented, and  entirely  unprovided  with  the  Necei- 
iaries  of  Life  *.      The  Sijip   lay  by  ;     the  wh  )le 
Crew  gazing  upon  the  Long-boar,  which  c  'albed  a 
very  confidcrable  Time  about  the  lilmd,  without 
being  able  to  find  a  Lindlng- place-,  fo  that  the  very 
Officer  himfelf  that  conimanded  her,  had  Tii^uguts 
of  returning  to  the.  Ship.     The  Fathers  enj  ined 
him  not  to  dcfpond  •,  upon  whicli,  ccailing  ttie  I- 
fland  fome  Time  loiig.r,  they  at  laPc  ci  ne  to  a  coi- 
venicnt  Spot -,    and  accordirigly    landed   the  iMidi- 
onaries,    with   a   little    Tr.jnk,    corstaining    their 
Church-pLitc,  and  a  B.ig  or  Sick  of  Rice,  of  which 
Monf.   'Dsmaine  made   them  a  Prefent.     y\\^  Mo- 
ment they  arrived  upon  the  IHand,  thc7  fell  upon 
their  Knees,    and   offered  i.:p  their  Prayers  ;  when 
kiffing  refpetlfully  the  EarMi,  th-y  took  Poilllnon 
of  it  in  Chriil's  Name.    I'lun  hiding  their  Church- 
plate,  and  their  Bag  of  Rice,    they  travelled  into 
the  Woods,    in  Search  of    the   Inhabirants.     We 
fliall  be  uncertain  as  to  their  Fate,  till  the  Arrival 
of  the   firft  Ships   from    thofe   Parts  -,    tiie  aoove 
Particulars  being  known  only  to  Mr.  Dcnialyr^  who 
added,  that   before  the   MisTionaries   were   landed, 
he  faw  one  of  tlie  Barbarians  \s\i\\   Arrov/3  iii  his 
Hand,   and  who,  after  g^izing  fiercely  upon  them 
lomc  Time,  llruck  into  the  Woods  i\ 

We 

*  M;thinks  tins  is  f  y'ng   too  much,  it  appearing,  froiii  die 
Let  c  ii;o  e,  that  thex'  lil;in  i-^  arc  IraitfLil  enough. 
■\   if  ihj  two  Miluorr;  c?,   •"  ho  w-nc  on  Shore  o.i  th'.s  LI'-'t ', 
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were  in  earncll:,  what  Enthufiads  mull  they  have  been,  to  expofe 
thcmLIves  voluntarily  tn  the  various  Dangers  they  might  natu- 
rally cxpcft  to   iTieet  with  in  thc^fe  IHaDcIs !    This    puts   me  in 
jnind  ot  ibmc  P.eflcrtions  of  the  celebrated  Tur'<'Jh  Spy,  in  an 
imaginary  Letter  writ  by  him  to  I/oufhls  Jvinfman,  a  Merchant 
jit  yJjbiican^  who,  ciifgulledat  the  ill  Treatment  he  had  met  with 
from  Ma;ikincl,  aad  the  many  LofTes  ho  had  fuil:ained,  was  re- 
foivcd  to  qu.tali  Eufincf.s,  fly  from    the  World,  and    turn  Fakir 
or  Hermit.     The  Author  in  quellion  employs,  among  other  Ar- 
guments, to  difliiace  his  Cou'm  from  his  Defign,  the  follov/ing. 
*'  There  are  many  Inconveniences  to  which  a    ..Ian  is  expofed 
*'  in  fuch  a  foiitary  State  as  that  thou  feemeft  to   pant  after : 
"  Nor  wik  thou  be  lefs  liable  to  Inconvcniencies  and  Hardfhips, 
**  Ihouldft  thou  rambic,  like  a  Fakir,  up  and  down  the  World. 
"  ....I  tell  thee,    Ijouf^    I  h:ivc  been  often   tempted  to  for  fake 
"  the  Sul'.an's  Service,    with  all  other  worldly  Engagements, 
and  throw  myfelf  into  a  Convent,  or  fpend  the  Remainder  of 
my  Days  in  fome  obfcure  and  foiitary  Corner  of  a  Defart  : 
**  Yet  1  at  laft  found  that  this  was  nothing    but  Delufion,  and 
the  fubtle  Sophiltry  of  that  malicious  Daemon,    who  envies 
Man's  Happinefs.     'Tis  he  that  whifpers  into  our  Souls  Ar- 
guments of  Difcontent  and  Murmuring  ;  watching  his  Oppor- 
tunity, when  any  Thing  gives  us  exquifite  Pain  or  Grief,  to 
drive  us  to  Defpair. 

**  Thus  have  I  fometimes  laboured  under  an  intolerable  An- 
guifli  of  Mind,  befides  the  fretting  Maladies  of  Flelh  and 
**  Blood,  with  outward  Crofles  in  my  Fortune.  Then  have  I 
wiflied  myfelf  in  fome  dark  Cavern  of  the  Earth  ;  or  on  the 
foiitary  I'op  of  Teneiif,  where  I  fliould  converfe  with  none 
hut  Spirits  and  Daemons,  dwelling  above  the  Clouds ;  or  elfe 
I  coveted  the  melancholy  Retirements  of  the  Libyan  Defart, 
which  affords  no  other  Society  than  that  of  Lions,  Tygers, 
Dragons,  and  other  Bealts  of  IVey. 

*'  When  thefe  Wiflies  have  appeared  too  extravagant  and 

wild,    I  then  contratled  my  'thoughts,    and  pitched  upon 

**  fome  other  Manner  of  Life,  equally  promifmg  Comfort,  but 

*•  lets  menacing  and  dangerous.     I  devoted  mylelf  wholly,  for 

*'  a  while,  to  Frayer  at.d   Falling,  thinking  to  hold  cut  thus 

*•  for  ever.     Thele  Exeicifes  are  attended  by  fo  very  fenfible  a 

*'  Pieafure,  that  a  Man,  at  certain  Minutes,    is  all  Rapture, 

**  Extafy,  and  I  know  not  what.     He  is  apt  to  fancy  himfelf 

*•  in  fome  new  World.     A  facred  Pride  invells  his  Soul.     He 

*'  leems  all  Ma  jelly  within  ;   feems  an  infeparable  Companion 

*'  of  the  Immortals,  and  the  darling  Friend  of  God.... 

"  Uut  human  Nature  cannot  abide  long  in  the  fame  Situation, 
and  thofe  wJio  feem  to  be  always  even-tempered,  without 
ebb  or  flow,  are  only  Impoftcrs.  There  is  an  Art  for  con- 
cealing the  PalHonr,    but  none  for  annihilating  them.     We 
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*•  change  from  one  AfTcdion,  Appetite,  and  Defire,  toanothei*. 
*'  Our  Inclinations  circulate  with  our  Blood  ;  they  are  tranf- 
*'  formed  each  'v.inute,  Hour  and  Day;  they  vary  like  the 
*'  Wind  and  Weather.  Never  think  therefore  of  being  etei- 
*'  nally  pleafed,  or  for  ever  di.hifl /d  with  any  Thing  here  be- 
**  low.  Prayer  is  gooi  in  its  Turn  ;  I  mean  the  vocal  Afpira- 
**  tions :  So  are  Abltinencr,  and  other  religious  Auflericies  ;  but 
"  fliould  all  Men  be  prrpctually  at  thefe  Extrcifes,  the  Creator 
*'  would,  in  a  little  Time,  have  but  few  Adorers  on  Harih. 
*'  Tiie  Ground  mud  be  left  untilied  ;  the  Fields  would  foon  pro- 
**  duce  Crops  of  Weedi  and  Briars,  inilead  of  Corn  ;  and  e- 
'*  very  Garden  would  be  turned  into  a  Wildernefs.  There  then 
"  would  be  no  Need  of  Millers,  Bakers,  i^c.  whofe  Liveli- 
**  hood  depends  on  the  Husbandman:  And  thus  Mankind,  for 
'*  v/ant  of  proper  Suftenante,  would  quickly  por\lh.... 

*'  Ifouf^  it  would  be  fome  Encouragement  for  thee  and  me 
**  to  devote  ourfeivts  to  a  Life  of  Solitude,  if  we  might  ever 
**  hope  to  obtain  fupreme  Perfeftion  in  it :  But  as  we  have  hi- 
therto lived  in  the  World,  and  ilained  ourl'elves  with  the  com- 
mon Vices  of  Mortals,  we  can  never  cxped  to  rife  to  fuch  a 
Pitch.  Our  old  Habits  are  rooted  in  us  ;  and  tho*  we  fliould 
have  Time  and  Strength  to  plant  new  ones  in  their  Stead, 
'twould  yet  be  long,  very  long,  before  thefe  could  grow  up 
**  to  Maturity  :  For  b  lieve  me  (Coufm)  no  one  becomes  either 
"  a  Saint  or  Devil  all  at  once".  "Turkljh  Spy,  Vol.  VH.  Book 
III.  Letter  VI.  What  noble  Truths  are  told  here,  with  all 
the  Glow  and  Spirit  of  an  Eailern  Writer,  tho'  the  real  Author 
is  now  generally  allowed  to  have  been  an  Italian!  His  mi.'n-» 
tioning  Daemons,  is  in  Ch^radlcr  with  his  fuppofed  Country- 
men, the  Turks  or  Arabians^  who  fay,  that  the  bufied  Man  is 
ever  troubled  with  one  Devij,  but  that  the  idle  man  is  torment- 
ed with  a  Thoufand. 
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Fcither  Martin,  to  Fiithcr  de  Villette. 


B-ivarend  Father^ 


Maravn,  /;;  the  I^'Jfi  n  of  Madura, 
8  Nov.  1 70 J. 


5^~g^  I  S  now  r;oing  of  ten  Years  thar  T  have  been 
J[  erclL'uvo'jring  tt)  plant  tlic  Chr'iftian  Religion 
in  Madura,  'iivj  ihirv.ft  ha.^  bcf^ii  exceedingly 
abundant  this  Yj;:r,  aiiJ  my  Snlierings  greater; 
and,  indeed,  the  Soil  is  very  <.uii.lal  in  llich.  Ma- 
rava  is  a  great  PCingdoin,  t.  ihiirary  to  that  of  Ma- 
dura. Hovvrvei,  H^e  Monarch  who  governs  it  is 
only  nominally  !;>  •,  his  Troo[)s  being  fufficient  to 
make  Head  a^i^nnll  thofe  ot  the  King  of  Madura^ 
fhou'd  the  latter  pretend  to  claim  the  Tribute  by 
Force  of  Arms.  I'he  King  of  Marava  reigns  with 
abfolute  Sv\ay,  and  ieveral  Princes  are  fubje6l  to 
him,  all  whom  he  difpofllfies  of  their  Dominions 
at  Plcafure. 

The  King  of  Marava  is  the  only  Prince  among 
all  thofe  reigning  m  the  wide-extended  Miffion  of 
Madura,  who  has  fhed  the  Blood  of  the  Miffion- 
aries.  Famine  and  Difeafes  have  made  dreadful 
Havcck  in  this  Country,  a  Circumflance  which 
very  much  increafed  my  Toils ;  the  Number  of  the 
Sick  and  Dying  being  fo  great,  that  I  had  fcarce  a 
Moment's  Kelt. 

Nothing  is  more  common  than  Robberies  and 
Murders,  clpccially  in  the  DiRrid  I  now  write 
from.  A  lew  Days  fmce,  coming  in  the  Evening 
into  a  litde  Town,  I  was  furpriz'd  to  fee  myfeif 
followed  by  two  new  Converts,  carrying  an  Idolater 
who  had  received  twelve  Thriiils  witii  a  Lance, 
upon  his  being  catcli'd,  unawares,  plucking  two  or 
three  Ears  of  Millet.     Fie  was  covered  with  Blood ; 

feemed 
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fcemcd  quite  iiUcufiblc  •,  and  I  co.'.l  not  find  lie 
had  any  Pultc  left.  However,  k)me  Mvd nines 
which  I  admiiiillcred,  brougl.t  .i.-poor  Vv  retch  to 
himlelf,  vvhei>,  telling  him  ot  Chriji  Jefus^  aiid  in- 
culcating the  Efficacy  of  B.iDnfm,  he  earneiliy  dc- 
fired  to  be  admitted  to  tiiar  Sacijment.  Accord- 
ingly, I  prip.ired  him  i'or  it,  as  well  as  the  Co:idi- 
tion  he  was  in  wouM  permit  -,  and  then  baptized 
him  with  all  poflible  Halte,  for  Fear  he  fhou*d  die 
in  my  Arms.,  As  a  Man  happened  to  be  here  who 
called  himfelf  a  Phyfician,  I  gave  him  a  few  Fa- 
Tjons,  to  bind  up  the  Patient's  Wounds,  and  take 
proper  Care  of  him. 

I  fet  out,  next  Day,  for  another  Place,  where  my 
Prefence  was  more  neccffiry.  Immediately  after 
my  Arrival,  my  Hut,  and  the  Jitrle  Church,  were 
furrounded  by  fifteen  Thieves.  As  thofe  Buildings 
were  inclofed  by  a  very  flrong  Qnickfet  Hedge ; 
and  the  Thieves  had  been  threatned  by  two  new 
Converts,  who  were  there  accidentally,  the  former 
withdrew;  fo  that  I  had  Time  to  aflemble  the 
Chriftians  in  the  Neighbourhood.  I  then  vifited 
the  Sick  -,  and  celebrated,  with  the  reft,  the  Feaft 
of  All- Saints. 

I  cou'd  flay  with  them  but  two  Days,  being 
wanted  in  a  Country  at  a  confiderable  Diilancc 
from  that  in  Queftion,  a  great  Number  of  whofe 
Inhabitants  were  fick.  But  how  much  was  I  fur- 
prized,  to  fee  coming  towards  me,  at  my  leaving 
the  Flut,  the  poor  Man  abovementioned,  I  having 
fuppofed  him  dead.  All  his  Wounds  were  doled, 
tho'  he  had  received  fo  many  Thrufts  with  the 
Lance,  one  of  which  only  gave  him  Pain.  The 
fole  Motive  of  his  coming  with  fo  much  Eagernefs, 
was,  to  get  himfclf  inftruded  in  our  holy  Religion. 
Bv^ing  not  able  to  do  this  myfelf,  I  recommended 
him  to  a  Catechift-,  bidding  him  bring  the  Man  to 
.  mc  the  Inftant  of  my  Return,  in  order  that  I  might 
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compleat  the  Ceremony  of  Baprifm,  which  the  very 
dangerous  Contlition  he  was  then  in  had  not  given 
me  iin  Opportunity  of  going  through. 

I  therefore  fee  out,  with  the  Defign  of  advancing 
flill  farther  into  the  Country  of  the  Robbers*,  for 
ib  the  Qnarter  is  called  which  I  am  now  vifiting.  I 
was  obliged  to  go  through  a  wide-extended  Forcft, 
•where  I  v/as  cxpoled  to  the  grcateft  Dangers ;  I  be- 
ing fhevvn  many  Places,  in  the  Space  of  two  Leagues, 
where  feveral  Murders  had  been  lately  committed. 
Befides  the  peculiar  Confidence  which  a  Miffionary 
ought  to  repofe  in  God,  I  always  ufe  a  Precaution 
which  has  been  of  Angular  Service  to  me ;  and  this 
is,  to  get  myfelf  efcorted  from  one  Village  or  Set- 
tlement to  another  by  fome  of  thefe  Robbers.  'Tis 
an  inviolable  Maxim  among  thefe  Wretches,  never 
to  attack  any  Perfons  conduded  by  their  Country- 
men. It  happened  once  upon  a  Time,  that  fome 
of  thefe  Thieves  falling  upon  certain  Travellers 
who  were  accompanied  by  a  Guide ;  the  latter  im- 
mediately cut  off  both  his  Ears,  and  threatned  to 
difpatch  himfelf,  in  cafe  they  proceeded  further. 
The  Robbers  were  obliged,  purfuant  to  the  Cuftom 
of  their  Country,  to  cut  off  their  Ears  alfo  •,  after 
which,  they  conjured  the  Guide  to  ftop  there,  and 
Ipare  their  Lives,  in  order  that  they  might  not  be 
forced  to  murther  one  of  their  Company  *. 

This  is  an  odd  Praflice,  which  doubtlefs  will 
furprize  you ;  but  'cis  certain  thefe  Indians  obferve 
the  Law  of  Retaliation  very  ftridlly.  If  there  hap- 
pens to  be  a  Quarrel,  and  one  of  the  Parties  pulls 
his  own  Eye  out,  or  is  guilty  of  Suicide  ;  the  other 
Party  muft  inflid  the  like  Punifhment  upon  him- 
felf, or  on  fome  of  his  Relations.  The  Women 
carry   this  barbarous  Cuftoni  flill   farther :  When 

*  This  feems  to  be  fomething  like  a  Stretch ;  however,  I 
thought  proper  to  tranflate  it,  and  fome  other  Incidents,  which 
every  Reader  may  credit  as  he  pieafes. 
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any  Affront  is  put  upon  'em,  or  reproachful  Word 
ufecl,  they  will  go  and  break  their  Heads  againft 
the  Door  of  the  offending  Perfon  •,  who  is  obliged 
to  inflid  exaflly  the  fame  Funifhment  upon  herfelf* 
If  one  Woman  poifons  herfelf,  by  drinking  the 
Juice  of  a  venomous  Herb  or  Plant,  the  other  Fe- 
male, who  was  the  Caufe  of  it,  is  obliged  to  do  the 
fame  •,  and  fliouM  (he  fail  in  it,  the  reft  wou'd  fet 
Fire  to  her  Houfe ;  run  away  with  her  Cattle  •,  and 
be  perpetually  tormenting  her  till  fuch  Time  as  fhc 
had  made  full  Satis faflion. 

This  Cruelty  extends  to  their  own  Children.  Not 
long  fince,  at  a  little  Diftance  froni  the  Church 
whence  I  write,  two  of  thefe  Barharims  happening 
to  quarrel,  one  of  'em  ran  to  his  own  Houfe, 
fnatched  up  one  of  his  Children,  about  four  Years 
old;  and  coming  in  Sight  of  his  Enemy,  beat  out 
the  Child's  Brains  between  two  Stones.  The  other, 
without  difcovering  any  Emotion,  took  up  a  Daugh- 
ter of  his,  who  was  but  nine  Y  ars  old,  and  plun- 
ged his  Dagger  in  her  Breaft  •,  'JTour  Cbild^  fays  he 
afterwards,  was  but  four  Tears  cld^  and  my  'Daughter 
was  nine  \  give  me  therefore,  a  Vi5iim  equal  to  mine. 
That  I  will^  replied  the  other  ;  when  fpying,  at  his 
Side,  his  eldetl  Son,  whom  he  was  going  to  difpofe 
of  in  Marriage,  he  gave  him  four  or  five  Stabs  with  a 
Dagger;  and,  not  contented  with  having  fpilt  the 
Blood  of  his  two  Sons,  he  alfo  killed  his  Wife,  that 
his  Enemy  might  be  forced  to  murther  his  alfo. 
This  tragical  Scene  ended  with  the  Murder  of  a 
little  Girl,  and  a  Child  fucking  at  the  Bread ;  fo 
that,  in  one  Day,  feven  Perfons  were  facrificed  to 
the  Vengeance  of  two  Men  who  thirfted  after  hu- 

*  This  is  quite  a  Droll  Scene,  and  wouM  make  a  verywhim- 
fical  Pidture.  Yet  I  don't  know  whether  fome  of  our  Duels  are 
not  equally  filly,  and  as  fit  a  Subjcdl  for  Burlefque  as  the  pre- 
lendcd  Vergeance  of  ihefe  Women. 
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man  Blood,  and  were   more  cruel  than  the  fierceft 
B'.'aft..* 

There  is  now  in  my  Church  a  young  Man,  wlio 
flew  for  Sanduary  to  the  Chrijlians^  afrcr  being 
"Wounded  with  a  Lance,  which  his  Father  had 
darted,  witli  tlie  Defign  nf  kilhng  him  •,  in  I  iopes 
thereby  of  o'.'hging  his  Fnemy  ro  mnrrhi r  his  Son 
in  the  lame  Mann'.r.  I'Ik-  Harhcuinn  in  Qi^u-ftiun 
had  before  kilh'tl  rw  ^  of  his  Chi'dren,  on  other  Occa- 
fions,  in  the   hke  View.     You   polfiuly  may  look 

*  As  there  fc'irc*  was  rtny  Tlioed  ('  \v.  l>'v.')  '|m' t  on  this  O  cafion, 
except  on  ci:r  Jcjti:t\  Piptr,  lii  iVp,  cTcd  Tra5.eJ>' bccoincs  a 
mere  Farce  t  >  ;i!l  but  credulous  Re.'.'.lcr.- ;  a.id  as  we  h;iv.'  not  a 
Multitude  of  fufh  inour  Counfv,!  tranflated  tli'lc  Incic'ei  ts  mciely 
to  divert  iliulc  of  a  contrary  Turn.  Tlie  i'c'ation  nf  the  Mal- 
facre  which  our  'Ji'futt  giv.  slerc,  iniy  n)al<c  oi^e  wifli,  with  the 
celenrated  Auilior  of  Gulliver  ?>  'I'rave'  ,  th.it  '*  a  Law  were 
**  cnad'  d  I  that  every  Traveller,  before  he  were  permitted  to 
•*  publifh  his  Voyages  fliould  be  obliged  to  make  O.itr.  before 
**  the  Lord  H.gh  Chancellor,  thaf.  all  he  intended  to  print  was 
**  abfolutely  true,  to  the  bill  of  his  Knowledge;  for  then  the 
•*  V^'orld  wou'd  no  longer  be  deceived  as  it  ulually  is,  while 
"  fome  Writers,  to  make  their  Works  pafs  the  better  upon  the 
••  Publick,  inipofe  the  grofTrll:  Falfitits  en  the  unwary  Reader." 
Gulliver\  Travels^  Vol.  ill,  p.  384.  Dublin^  J735'  ^''^°-  lea- 
ther Martin  is  here  i  ficond  Dra^vcanjirt  who,  after  killing  all 
the  Infantry  and  greac  Hobby- horlcs  that  had  been  fighting, 
makes  the  following  Speech  : 

••  Others  mm  boa/}  a  finole  Man  to  hilly 
"  But  1  the  Blood  oj  'thoujands  daily  f pill. 
*•   Let  petty  Kings  the  Names  of  Parties  knonv% 
*•  fVhere-e'er  I  come,  I  Jlay  both  Friend  and  Foe. 
*•  The  fwifteft  Hv  feman  my  hoi  ft  Rage  controuls, 
**  Jnd  from  their  Bodies  drives  their  trembling  Soulsi 
•'   If  they  had  I'Fin^s,   and  to  the  Gods  -ivoud  fly^ 
**  /  nf.'oud  purfue^  and  beat  *em  thro'  the  Shy  : 
*'   J»d  make  proud  J-ve,  <v.nth  all  his  Thunder^  fee, 
**  This  Jingle  Arm  more  dreadful  isy  than  he. 

Rehearsal,  Adl  V. 

After  all,  it  mufl:  be  own'd,  that  fome  Nations  have  Cuftoms 
which  appear  almoft  incredible  to  us ;  a.mong  others,  that  af- 
firm'd  by  all  Travellers,  of  the  Indian  Widows  burning  them- 
ftlves  alive  with  their  dead  Husbands. 

upon 
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upon  thefc  horrid  Lxamp'cs  as  almofl  fiftitioiis ; 
but  be  pcrRiadcd  that  I,  fo  far  from  amplifying, 
coLiM  inltance  a  j];rcat  many  others  equally  tragical. 
It  miifl;  yet  be  contcflld,  that  a  CuRom  fo  fhocking 
to  1  Jiimanity  prevails  only  in  the  Calle  of  the 
Robbers;  and  that  even  many  of  thcfe  avoid  Squab- 
bles, merely  to  prevent  their  coming  to  fiich  violent 
Extremities.  I  have  known  fome  of  *cm,  who, 
Jiaving  a  Qnarrel  with  another  that  was  going  to 
commit  Murder,  ran  away  with  their  Children,  to 
prevent  tlieir  being  butchered  ;  and  that  they  them- 
selves might  not  h-c  reduced  to  the  fad  Neceflity  of 
flaughtering  their  own. 

I'hcle  Robbers  arc  abfolute  Maflers  of  this  whole 
Country,  and  pay  no  kind  cf  Tribute  or  Tax  to 
the  Prince,  lliey  come  out  of  their  Forefts  every 
Night,  being  about  five  or  fix  hundred  in  Number, 
and  then  go  and  plunder  the  Habitations  or  Villages 
fubjed  to  him.  His  Endeavours  to  check  them 
have  hitherto  provf  1  meffeclual.  About  live  or  fix 
Years  fince,  h.e  niarched  out  all  his  Troops  to  pp- 
pofe  'em,  nnd  advanced  as  far  as  their  Forefts-, 
when,  making  a  great  Havock  of  thefe  Rebels, 
he  built  a  Fortrels,  in  which  he  left  a  ftrong  Ga- 
rifon,  to  curb  them.  However,  they  foon  Ihook 
off  his  Yoke:  For  afTembling  together,  about  a 
Year  aitcr  the  Expedition  in  Qiiellion,  they  tooly 
the  Fortrcis  by  Surprize,  razM  it,  put  all  the  C>ar- 
rifon  to  the  Sword,  and  pofTcflcd  themfelvcs  of  the 
whole  Country. 

From  that  Time  they  have  been  the  Terror  of 
thtj  whole  Didrid.  I  juil  now  heiird,  that,  about 
four  Days  ago,  a  Party  cf  thefe  People  having 
plundered  a  coniiderable  Village ;  and  the  Inha- 
bitants makinti;  Head  iio;ain{l  tiicm,  the  moft  fer- 
vent  of  all  my  new  Converts  was  killed  here  in  a 
Very  cruel  Mmncr.  Not  above  a  Month  fince  one 
of  his   Relatione,  a  vcrv  pious  Man,  met  with  the 
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like  Fate  in  an  adjacent  Town.  'Tis  iuid,  that  tljefc 
Wretches  have  laid  wafte  upwards  of  five  hundred 
confiderable  Settlements  this  Year. 

Though  'tis  fcarce  poflible  for  tlie  Chriftian 
Faith  to  fpread  very  much  in  a  Country  where  fuch 
deteftable  Cuftoms  prevail ;  I  yet  have  converted  a 
confiderable  Number  of  the  Natives,  particularly  in 
Velleoor^  fignifying,  in  the  Indian  Language,  the 
white  Settlement,  A  Circumftance  which  gives  me 
the  highefl  Confolation,  is,  that  during  the  little 
Time  I  have  been  here,  not  one  of  my  new  Con- 
verts has  been  concerned  in  any  of  thefe  horrid 
Crimes,  tho*  praftifed  daily.  Within  thefe  few 
Years,  War,  Famine,  and  Sicknefs,  have  made 
dreadful  Havock  in  every  Part  of  this  Country. 

I  forgot  to  anfwer  a  Queftion  of  your's,  'uiz. 
whether   there  are  any  Atheijls  *  among  thefe  In- 
dians. 

*  This  fecms  to  confirm  the  Objeftions  which  feme  learned 
Men  have  made  to  the  Proof  brought  of  the  Exiflence  of  God, 
from  the  fuppoied  unanimous  Confent  of  all  Nations.     But  poi- 
fibly  Father  Martin  had  not  been  well  inform'd  on  this  Occafion; 
at  leatl  I  wou'd  willingly  fuppofe  he  was  nor.     Some  Nations 
have  pafled  for  profefled  Aiheijis^  the  contrary  cf  which  has  been 
afterwards  afferted  by  Travellers  of  the  greatcft  Veracity,  among 
whom  I  reckon  Mr.  Ziefrenbalg,  one  of  the  Danijh  Miffionarie^, 
who  had  the  following  Confertnce  with  the  Capiain  of  the  Hot- 
tentofSyZS  tranflired  by  Mr.  /a  Croze  from  Mr.  Ziegenbalg's  MSS. 
Do  you  believe  (fays  the  Danijh  Miflionary)  in  God  ?  Who 
wou'd  not  believe  in  a  God  ?  replied  the  Hottentot,     A  Alan 
who  fliou'd  be  thus  ignorant,  need  only,  in  order  to  undeceive 
**  himfelf,  but  look  above  and  round  him.     But,  (added  Mr. 
Ziegenhc:lg)    Do  you   ferve  God  ?    (/^n/u-er.)  God  has  much 
better  Servants  than  we.     {^eftmi.)  How!  Do  you  pay  no 
Honours  to  God,  and  take  no  Care  of  your  Soul  ?  {Anf.)  The 
only  'J  hing  we  know  is  to  fly  Evil,  and  do  Good,     {^'eft  ) 
Are  there  no  Sinners  among  you.?    (^.)  Tiiere  certainly  are, 
and  even  great  Sinners.     (^)  Whence  does  Sin  come  ?  [A] 
**  It  comes  from  the  Devil.     {^)  Whither  do  Smners  go.?  (/^.) 
««   To  Hell.     {^  What  is  Hell?    (//.)  'lis  a  very  hot  Place. 
*•  (^)  Whither  do   good   People  go.?    {J.)  To  Heaven.     (^) 
**   What  is  l]e:iven  .?    {^'.)  'I  is  a  fine,  •'.greeable  Place.     (^) 
•*  Whither  do  you  think  you  lliall  go  after  Deuih  .?    [J-.]  Tne 
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if/^»j.  All  I  know  of  the  Matter  is,  that  there  in- 
deed is  a  Se6t,  called  Naxtagher^  the  Individuals  of 
which  feem  not  to  acknowledge  any  Deity ;  but  this 
Se6t  confifts  of  very  few  Members.  All  the  In- 
dians (to  fpeak  in  generalj  worfhip  fome  Deity ; 

"  God  of  Mercy  krnws  tliis  ?  we  ourfelves  know  nothing  about 
**  it.     (^)  WcuM  not  you  willingly  get  your(elves  inftrufted  in 
**  the  Principles  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  fince  you  live  among 
"  Chrifiians?    {A)  Yes,  provided  the  Company  f  thinks  pro- 
**  per.     (i^)  Wou'd  you,  in  that  Cafe,  let  me  be  your  Preacher  ? 
*•  [A.)  Very  willingly.     If  you  turn  Chriftians,  (continu'd  Mr. 
*•  Ziegetihalg)  it  will  be  neceflary  that  you  cloathe  yourfelves  a 
'*  little  more  decently,  learn  Trades,  and  live  in  little  Houfes, 
•*  which  we  might  enter  to  declare  God's  Word  to  you,  and  lead 
*'  you  into  the  Paths   of  Virtue.     The  Hottentot  replied  :  The 
**  Europe  am  zxtViTi^m^x^ ;  they  build  great  Houfes,  tho' their  Bo- 
<«  dies  take  up  but  a  narrow  Space:  They  have  fo  great  aNum- 
<♦  ber  of  Wants,  in  order  for  cloathing  and  nourifliing  them- 
««  fclves,  that  not  contented  with  Things  fufficient  for  themfelvcs 
<*  in  Europe^  they  come  to  this  and  otiier  Countrie?,  in  order  to 
««  difpoffefs  the  Inhabitants  of  their  Clothes  and  Food.     With 
"  regard  to  ourfelves,  we  want  Neither  Money  nor  Wares.     As 
<*  we  neither  eat  nor  drefs  after  your  Manner,  there  is  nothing 
««  can  (biige  us  to  work  and  difturb  ourfelves  as  you  do."     La 
Cro^e.  Hift.  du  Chriftian.  des  Indes,  p.  561.     How  excellent  is 
the   Pbilcfophy   Contain'd  in  the  latter   Part  of  this  Hottentot*% 
Difcourre  !  I'qual,    Aire,   to  any  met  with  in  the  Writings  of 
the  moll  celebrated  Moraliils  of  Antiquity,  and  a  fine  Leflbn 
to  the  Vain  and  Ambitious.     The  Hottentoti  are,  of  all  Barbu' 
ians,  the  moft  hideous  and  loathfome,  no  People  being  fo  dirty, 
.ireethinkcrs   (adds  Mr.  la  Croze)  may  objeft,  "  That  the  IIo!- 
'  tentoi  in  QiJeiiion  had  borrow'd  his  Notions  from  the  Cv/tA, 
*  and  other   European  Chriftians  fettled  at  .lie  Cape  ;  but  Mr. 
**  Kolb,  who  lived  many  Years  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  tiiC 
**  Hotte}ttot<:,  and  wlio,  after  loarning  their  Language,  enqair'd 
"  very  diligently  into  their  Manners,  has  enti'r'd  very  minutely 
*•  into  the   Praflices  of  their  Peligion ;  Pratticcs,  indeed,  that 
<*  are  furprizingly  abfurd  and  infamous;  but,  at  the  fame  Time, 
*'  quite  oppofuj    to  Atbeipn,  c»'  vvliich  they  have  been  accufed, 
*'  on  the  Tellimony  of' feme    Traveller?,  who,  as  they  take 
only  a  tranfient  V^'cw  of  Things,  ulually  form  fuch  a  preci- 
pitate Judgment  as  ought  to  be  of  no  Weight." 
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but  alas !  how  ignorant  are  they  of  the  true  God  ? 
Blinded  by  their  Paflions  ftill  more  than  by  the 
evil  Spirit,  they  form  monflrous  Ideas  of  the  fu- 
prcme  Being ;  and  you  wouM  fcarce  believe  me, 
Ihou'd  I  name  the  viJe  and  infamous  Creatures  to 
which  they  pay  divine  Honours.  'Tis  my  Opi- 
nion, that  no  Idolatry  among  the  Antienis  was  ever 
more  grofs,  or  more  horrid,  than  that  of  thefe  /«- 
dians.  Don't  afis:  what  are  their  chief  Errors*,  no 
one  cou'd  hear  them  mentioned  without  bkifhing ; 
and  it  certainly  will  be  no  Lofs  to  you  to  be  ignorant 
of  them. 

I  anty  Sec, 

Peter  MARTI^f. 

N.  B.  'The  Le tier  from  Father  Sant  Jagc,  a 
Itiu'it' Mijftonary  in  the  Kingdom  of  Maiflbor,  to  the 
reverend  Father  Emanuel  Saray,  Provincial  of 
the  Province  of  Goa,  dated  at  Capinagati,  8  Au- 
gufl,  171 1;  containing  a  Relation  of  Father  Da- 
ciinha'j  building  a  Church  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ca- 
gonti  •,  the  Perfecution  of  that  Father  by  the  Heathen 
Priefts  \   and  his  cruel  Death  j  is  omitted, 

"Father  d*Entrecolles,  to  the  re'verend 
Procurator  General  of  the  Mijjlons  of  India 
and  China. 


Reverend  Father^ 


yao-Cheu*y  lyjulyj  1707. 


IT  A  K  E  the  Opportunity  of  fome  leifure  Mo- 
ments I  am  now  favoured  with,  to  inform  you, 
(by  one  of  our  Ships,  which  is  going  to  fail  for 
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Europe)  of  one  of  the  moft  fmgular  Events  that 
perhiips  ever  happened  in  China, 

The  Emperor,  who  was  not  yet  recovered  from 
the  Affliftion  he  had  felt  for  the  Lofs  of  the  young 
Prince,  Son  to  his  dearly  beloved  Chineze^  has  juft 
clofed  his  Progrcfs  into  Tartaryy  by  an  Aftion,  the 
Confequences  of  which  have  afFeded  him  prodi- 
gioufly.  Means  had  been  found  to  make  him 
doubt  the  Fidelity  of  the  Heir-apparent  5  and  the 
Sufpicions  which  had  been  whifpered  to  him  on  this 
Occafion,  feemed  fo  well  grounded,  that  he  caufed 
the  unhappy  Prince  to  be  immediately  put  under  an 
Arreft. 

'Twas  a  fad  Spe<5lacle  to  fee  this  Perfonage,  who/ 
a  little  before,  had  made  almofl:  as  great  a  Figure 
as  the  Emperor  himfelf,  imprifoned.  His  Chil- 
dren, his  principal  Officers,  in  a  Word,  all  who  had 
any  Concern  with  him,  fhared  in  his  Difgrace.  An 
Aftrologer,  who  often  foretold  the  Prince  that  he 
wou'd  never  be  Emperor,  in  cafe  he  was  not  raifed 
io  the  Throne  in  a  certain  Year,  was  fentenced  to 
be  cut  into  a  thoufand  Pieces ;  which  fignifies, 
among  the  Cbineze^  the  being  executed. 

But  as  nothing  is  more  uncommon,  in  this  Em- 
pire, than  for  an  Heir-apparent  to  be  depofed,  the 
Emperor  thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  inform 
his  Subjefbs  of  the  Motives  which  had  prompted 
him  to  go  to  fuch  Extremities.  Accordingly,  the 
News-Papers  were  foon  filled  with  Manifcftos  and 
Invedlives  againft  the  Prince's  Conduft.  His  Life, 
from  his  tender  Years,  was  then  enquired  into; 
and  the  whole  fpoke  an  cxafperated  Father,  who, 
after  faying  a  great  deal,  left  much  more  to  be  un- 
derftood. 

TShe  Emperor's  eldeft  Son,  whom  we  call  the  firft 
RegulOy  was  the  only  one,  among  all  his  Children, 
to  whom  he  fhewed  particular  Favour.  Great  En- 
comiums were  bellowed  upon  him  in  one  of  the 
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Manifeftos  •,  and  he  flattered  himfelf  that  he  fliou'd 
foon  rife  upon  the  Ruins  of  his  Brother. 

But  Things  fuddenly  took  a  quite  different  Turn 
from  what  he  expe6led.  Some  new  Informations 
which  the  Emperor  receiv'd,  fhew'd  the  Innocence 
of  the  difgraced  Prince,  and  the  Artifices  employ'd 
to  ruin  him.  To  fucceed  in  them,  he  was  fenfible 
that  the  Regulo  had  Recourfe  to  Magic,  and  various 
deceitful  Arts  5  and  that,  prompted  by  certain  La- 
mas^  or  Tartarian  Priefts,  very  well  fkill'd  in  Incan* 
tations,  he  had  caufed  a  Statue  *  to  be  buried  in 
Tartary  5  accompanying  this  Ceremony  with  many 
magical  Pradlices.  The  Emperor  had  thefe  Lamas 
inftantly  feized,  and  the  Statue  dug  Up.  The  Re- 
gulo was  imprifoned  in  his  Palace,  and  fentenced  to 
fuch  a  Punifliment  as  fufficiently  denoted  the  Em- 
peror's Indignation. 

You'll  naturally  fuppofe,  that  thefe  domeftic 
Broils  gave  the  Emperor  no  little  Uneafinefs :  He 
was  feized  with  a  deep  Melancholy,  accompanied 
with  a  violent  Palpitation  of  the  Heart,  fo  that  his 
Life  was  thought  in  Danger.  In  this  Extremity  he 
refolved  to  fee  the  Heir-apparent.  Accordingly, 
the  latter  was  taken  out  of  Prifon,  and  carried  be- 
fore the  Emperor,  but  in  the  Habit  of  a  Criminal. 
And  now  the  Cries  of  the  ill-fated  Prince  melted 
the  Monarch's  Heart  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  he  burft 
into  Tears-,  and  often  afked  the  Courtiers  round 
him,  whether  it  was  not  in  his  Power  to  free  a  Son 
whofe  Innocence  was  manifefted. 

Moft  of  the  Noblemen  anfwered  coldly  that  he, 
being  their  Sovereign,   might  acl  as  he  pleas'd. 

*  Poffibly  tl)is  Siatue  reprefented  the  Heir-apparent ;  or  per- 
liaps  the  Emperor  himlclr.  This  Incantation  feems  of  the  fame 
llupid  Kind  with  that  pretended  to  have  been  employed  by  I^ecro- 
niancers,fbrn)erly,in  thefe  Parts  of  the  World  ;  when  they  ufed  to 
make  an  Image,  reprefeniing  the  Ferfon  againlt  whom  their  Ma- 
lice was  levtU'di  confumt;  at  a  Fire  j  and  other  ridiculous 
Piaftices, 

Some 


fliou'd 

t  Turn 
■nations 
locence 
iploy'd 
fenfible 
various 
lin  La- 
Incan, 
ricd  in 
many 
Lamas 
le  Re- 
ced  to 
:  Em- 

meftic 
He 

:anied 
iat  his 
ty  he 

d  be- 
ninal. 
lelted 
burft 
ound 
a  Son 

t  he, 
ias'd. 

t  per- 
;  fame 
fecro- 
fed  to 

rMa- 
ulous 


TRAVELS  ^/-6^ Jesuits.       419 

Some  of  'cm,  imagining  the  Emperor  wou'd  die 
foon,  hinted,  that  it  was  high  Time  for  his  Majefty 
to  fettle  the  TranquiHty  of  the  Empire,  by  appoint- 
ing his  Succeflbr  ;  and  thereupon  propos'd  his  eighth 
Son,  for  whom  they  exprefs'd  a  very  high  Regard. 
They  did  this,  in  order  to  exclude  the  Heir-apparent, 
which  donbtlefs  was  owing  to  the  Fears  they  were 
under,  viz.  that  as  they,  by  their  Advice,  had  con- 
tributed to  his  being  depos'd,  the  Prince  inQueftion 
wou'd  not  fail  to  refent  the  Wrongs  they  had 
done  him,  if  once  he  (hou'd  be  fettled  upon  the 
Throne. 

However,  this  Oppofition  coft  them  dear;  for 
the  Emperor,  exafperated  at  the  little  Regard  which 
his  Minifters  had  fliewn  to  his  Will,  remov'd  moft 
of  them  from  their  Employments ;  and  banifh'd 
fuch  of  his  Favourites  as  had  moft  ftrongly  oppos'd 
his  Reconciliation  with  the  Prince. 

The  Difgrace  of  thefe  Noblemen,  fo  far  from 
difgufting  the  People,  as  was  juftly  apprehended, 
(had  the  Blow  been  forefeen  before  it  was  ftruck) 
iurpriz*d  the  whole  Empire,  and  the  Monarch's  Re- 
folucion  was  unanimouily  applauded.  The  Prince 
was  reftor'd  to  his  Dignity  with  the  ufual  Forma- 
lities ;  Joy  was  diffus'd  univerfally,  and  the  dra- 
matic Piece,  now  performing,  is  borrowed  from  an 
Incident  in  antient  Hiftory,  very  much  refembling 
That  I  am  writing  upon. 

The  Emperor,  on  the  other  Hand,  has  granted 
his  imperial  Indulgence,  that  is,  has  remitted  all 
the  Arrears  of  the  Taxes  owing  him,  thefe  being  a 
grievous  Burthen  to  his  Subje6ls.  This  Indulgence 
extends  likewife  to  the  mitigating  the  Punilhment 
of  Criminals;  fo  that  fuch  of  'em  as  are  leaft 
guilty,  are  reftor'd  to  their  Liberty,  and  not  pu- 
nifh'd  in  any  Manner. 

A  little  after  the  Heir-apparent  had  been  reftor*d 
to  all  his  Honours,  Sentence  was  palTcd  upon  the 
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Regiilo^  condemning  him  to  perpetual  Imprifon- 
ment.  The  Lamas,  with  feven  ot  his  Officers  who 
had  afTifled  him  in  his  fallacious  Arts,  were  put  to 
Death.  Thus  this  Prince  fell  into  the  Precipice 
which  he  had  prepared  for  a  Brother,  who  was  his 
Superior  in  Rank,  (tho*  younger)  becaufe  he  was  Son 
to  a  lawful  Emprefs. 

Such,  reverend  Father,  is  the  prefent  State  of 
this  Court.  The  Emperor  never  difcover*d  more 
eminently  than  on  the  prefent  Occafion,  the  pro- 
digious Afcendant  which  Nature,  Experience,  Po- 
licy, and  a  long  and  profperous  Reign  have  given 
him  over  the  Minds  of  his  Subjefls.  Neverthelefs 
it  muft  be  confeffed,  that  thofe  whom  the  Scriptures 
fometimes  call  Gods,  are  forced  to  own,  even  in 
the  mod  extenfive  Exercife  of  their  Power,  that 
they  arc  Men,  and  equally  mortal  with  their  Fel- 
low-creatures. 1  am  perfuaded,  that  as  the  Em- 
peror pofiefles  fo  much  good  Senfe,  he  muft  have 
made  this  Refledlion  in  the  Extremes  of  his  Grief; 
and  as  I  know  that  Mankind  are  more  apr,  when 
frowned  upon  by  Adverlity,  to  turn  their  Eyes  in- 
ward, than  when  in  a  profperous  State ;  I  have  ex- 
horted all  the  MifTionarics  to  offer  up  the  holy  Sa- 
crifice of  the  Mafs ;  and  to  repeat  their  Prayers  for 
the  Converfion  of  this  mighty  Monarch. 

I  fliall  now  inform  you  of  a  Reflexion  made  by 
the  Emperor,  which,  aided  by  the  celeftial  Grace, 
may  bring  him  nearer  to  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 
Having  fummoned  to  his  Palace  the  Ptrfons  who 
were  intrulted  with  his  Son's  Education,  he  cen- 
fured  'em  fevercly,  for  permitting  his  Children  to 
concern  themfclves  with  Magic,  and  fuch  fuperfti- 
tlous  Pra(^l:ices  as  created  Divifions  in  his  Family. 
Heaven  srrant  that  lie  mav  con  Oder  this  Matter 
lliJl  more  arte  "vely,  and  cut  to  the  very  Root  of 
.the  l)il  jrdcr,  b    oanitliing  all  falfc  Scds  out  of  his 
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Empire,  and  eftablifliing  that  Religion  which  is  the 
only  true  one. 

In  the  mean  Time  the  Emperor's  Sicknefs 
which  increafed  daily,  had  brought  him  ih  very 
low,  that  the  Chincze  Phyficians  thought  it  wouM 
be  impolTible  for  him  to  recover.  In  this  Extre- 
mity, they  had  Recourfc  to  the  Europeans.  They 
were  told,  that  Brother  Rhodes  was  well  flvilled  in 
Pharmacy,  and  therefore  imagined  he  might  give 
the  Monarch  fome  Eafe.  The  Brother  in  Q^ieltion 
hath  great  "  .'.  (\d  Experience-,  and  1  Ihall  ob- 
ferve,  (by  the  \V^^)  that  as  h'*  i"?  pretty  far  advan- 
ced in  Years,  we  wifh  fome  I'cifon  was  fent  from 
Europe,  to  fupply  his  Place,  whenever  Heaven  fliall 
think  fit  to  remove  him.  His  Services  have  con- 
tributed very  much  to  the  Advancement  of  our 
Religion. 

Heaven,  who  has  its  Views,  and  who,  in  the  pre- 
fent  fid  State  of  our  Affiiir?,  perhaps,  procured  us 
this  Opportunity  of  ingratiating  ourfelves  (till  far- 
ther into  the  Emperor's  Edeem,  iolely  for  the  Ad- 
vantage of  the  Cbrijlian  Religion,  was  pleafed  to 
beftow  a  Bleffing  on  Brother  Rhodes*^  Medicines. 
The  C';nfe(5tion  of  Alkermes^  prcfcribcd  by  him, 
put  a  Stop  to  the  grievous  Palpitations  of  the  Em- 
peror's Heart.  Ele  then  recommended  the  Ufe  of 
Sack,  which  the  MifTionaries,  who  receive  a  Quan- 
tity of  this  Wine  every  Year  from  Manila  for  the 
Mafs,  fbrnifhed  him  with;  fo  that  the  Monarch 
foon  recovered  his  Strength,  and  is  now  in  perfe<!:t 
Elealth.  To  convince  his  Subjeds  of  his  being  fo, 
he  lliewed  himfelf  a  fecond  I'inie  in  the  Streets,with- 
out  commanding  the  common  People  to  retire,  as  is 
the  Cuftom  in  China ;  a  Cuftom  that  infpires  'em 
with  an  almofl  religious  Reverence  for  their 
Monarch. 

*Twas  on  this  Occafion  that  the  Emperor  refolv'd 
to  difcovsr,  by  an  authentic  Inftrument,  the  Idea 
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which  he  himlclf  entertained  of  the  MifTionaries. 
The  Elogium  he  therein  bedowson  their  Behaviour, 
and  their  Attachment  to  his  Perfon,  is  as  follows : 
Europeans,  (fays  he :)  you  whom  I  employ  in  the 
Interior  of  my  Palace,  have  always  Icrved  me 
with  fo  much  7eal  and  Affedion,  that  there  has 
yet  been  no  Caufe  for  Reproach.  Many  of  the 
"  Chineze  *  fufpect  you  ;  but  I  myfelf,  u-no  have 
caufed  all  your  Actions  to  be  carefully  watched, 
and  never  found  one  of  'em  amifs,  am  fo  fully 
*'  convinced  of  your  Uprightnefs  and  Sincerity, 
"  that  I  publickly  declare  you  ought  to  be  believ'd 
"  and  truiled."  He  afterwards  fpecifies  the  Man- 
ner in  which  the  Europeans  had  recovered  his 
Health. 

May  wc  not  hope,  from  thcfe  Words  employed 
by  the  Emperor  in  a  public  Inflrument,  that  he  will 
one  Day  be  converted  ?  Poffibly  mv  Hopes  may  be 
vain ;  but  methinks  ir.  is  naturu.  ,or  a  Monarch, 
who  is  fo  greatly  prejudiced  in  our  Favour,  to  liften 
to  us.  Thefe  Words  of  the  Emperor,  that  "  we 
"  ought  to  be  believed  and  trufted,"  has  already 
brought  over  many  of  his  Subjefts  to  our  holy  Re- 
ligion. 

Before  this  imperial  Inftrument  was  made  public. 
Father  Parennin  had  informed  me,  that  private 
Orders  were  difpatched  to  the  Viceroys  of  Canton 
and  Kiam/i,  to  receive  the  Wine,  and  other  Thingf? 
which  the  Europeans  might  bring  for  the  Empe- 
ror's Ufe,  and  to  fend  *em  immediately  to  Court, 
provided  that  all  Commodities  confign'd  thither  were 
fealed  with  an  European  Signet.  This  Circumflancc 
was  exprefly  required  ;  a  frefh  Teftimony  of  the 
Confidence  with  which  the  Emperor  is  pleafed  to 
honour  us. 


*  Perhaps  many  of  my  Readers  will  fufpeft  this  Elogium  to 
be  a  mere  Forgery  j  at  leall,  may  think  that  it  is  very  much  am- 
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Be  not  furprized,  reverend  Father,  at  my  think- 
ing all  thefe  little  Advantages  confiderable.  As  we 
failed  over  fuch  a  Variety  of  Seas,  in  no  other  View 
feut  to  preach  Cbrift  Jefus  to  a  mighty  Nation,  to 
whom  he  is  unknown,  and  as  this  is  the  fole  Objeft 
of  all  our  Labours ;  we,  for  that  very  Reafon,  give 
Attention  to  even  the  minuted  Particulars  which 
may  any  ways  promote  fo  great  a  Defign. 

/  am^  &c. 

D*Entrecolles. 

Explication  of  certain  Chineze  Cbara^ers, 

The  three  Infcriptions  given  in  Chineze  Cha- 
raflerst,  hereunder,  were  in  the  Emperor  of 
China*s  own  Hand-writing.  *Twas  the  2^th  of 
Aprils  17 1 1,  in  the  50//&  Year  of  his  Reign,  and 
the  yth  Day  of  the  third  Moon,  that  he  prefented 
thefe  Infcriptions  to  the  Jefuits  of  Peking^  for  their 
new  Church  built  near  *  Cun  ching  muen  Gate.  That 
Monarch  had  been  pleafed  to  contribute  towards 
the  building  of  this  Church  as  early  as  the  Year 
1705  5  he  giving  ten  thoufand  Otinces  of  Silver  for 
that  Purpofe. 

The  Charaflers  of  the  Infcription,  fet  on  the 
Front,  are  each  two  Chineze  Cubits  -f*  and  a  Half  in 
Height. 

The  Charadlers  of  the  Infcriptions  of  every  Co- 
lumn are  near  a  Chineze  Cubit  long. 

Infcription  on  the  Front. 

To  THE  TRUE  PRINCIPLE    OF  ALL  ThINGS. 

X  I  omitted  the  Plate  containing  thefe  Chineze  Charadlers,  not 
thinking  them  neceflary. 

*  In  French,  Tcun  chi?ig  muen. 

\  The  Proportion  between  the  Chineze  Cubit,  and  the  Foot 
•f  the  Cbdtelet  of  Paris,  is  pretty  near  as  29  to  30. 
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Infcription  on  the  firjl  Column, 
He    is  infinitely  good,  and  infinitely 

JUST  5  HE  enlightens,  HE  SUPPORTS,   HE 
RULES  ALL  ThINGS,  WITH  SUPREME 

Authority,   and    sovereign 
Justice. 

Infcription  on  the  fecond  Column, 

He   never  had  a   Beginning,    and  will 

NEVER  end.  All  Things  were  created 

BY    him     from   the   Beginning: 

They    are  covern'd  by  him, 

AND  he  is  the  true  LoRD 
OF  them. 


Father  Jartoux,  to  the  Procurator  General  of 
the  Miffiom  of  India  and  China. 


I 


Reverend  Father y 


Peking,   1 2  of  J^ptil,  1 7  U 


THE  Map  of  Tartary,  which  we  are  now  drawing 
by  the  Emperor's  Order,  procured  us  an  Op- 
portunity of  feeing  the  famous  Plant  Gin-feng*, 

fo 

*  We  arc  told,  that  among  the  Prcfents  which  the  Embafla- 
dors  of  Siam  prefented  to  the  King  of  France,  there  was  a  con- 
fidcrable  Quantity  of  Ginfeng.  At  that  Time  the  Gin-feng  was 
little  known  in  Europe,  *Tis  mention'd  by  Father  Martinius,  in 
his  Atlas ;  and  by  Father  Kircher,  in  his  China  illuftrata.  Ac- 
cording to  the  former,  the  Japoneze  call  the  Gin-Jeng,  Niji^  in 
their  Language.  Father  Tachard  alfo  fpeaks  of  it  in  his  firil 
Voyage.  He  declares  that  Gin  implies  Man,  and  feng  fignifies 
either  to  kill,  or  cure,  according  as  it  is  pronounced.  That  *tis 
ii  caird,  becaufe  this  Root  is  fometimes  fhapM  like  a  Man ;  and 
caufes  good  or  bad  EfTefls,  accordingly  as  it  is  adminifler'd.  In 
che  Embaiiy  of  the  Dutch  to  Cbinot  where  mention  is  made  of 
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h  highly  valued  in  China,  and  fo  little  known  ia 
Europe.  About  the  End  of  July,  1 709,  we  arri- 
ved at  a  Village  diftant  but  four  Ihort  Leagues 
from  the  Kingdom  of  Corea,  and  inhabited  by 
Tartars  called  Caka-tatze,  One  of  thofe  Tartars 
went  and  fetched,  from  the  neighbouring  Moun- 
tains, four  Plants  of  Gin-feng,  and  brought  'em  to 
us,  unbroken,  in  a  Balket.  I  took  one  of  *cm,  at 
Random,  and  drew  the  Figure  of  it,  in  its  whole 
Dimenfions,  as  well  as  I  cou'd  ;  a  Copy  whereof  I 
now  fend  you,  which  will  be  explained  at  the  Clofe 
of  this  Letter. 

The  moft  fkilful  Phyficians  in  China  have  writ 
whole  Volumes  concerning  the  Properties  of  this 
Plant.  'Tis  introduced  into  moil  of  the  Medi- 
cines adminiftered  by  them  to  Perlbns  of  Diftinc- 
tion,  it  being  of  too  high  a  Price  for  the  common 
People.  The  Chineze  declare  it  to  be  a  fovereign 
Remedy,  where  Perfons  are  brought  very  low  by 
excellive  Fatigue  either  of  Mind  or  Body.  They 
add,  that  it  diirolvcs  Fiegm ;  cures  the  Pleurify, 
and  any  Weaknefs  upon  the  Lungs  j  ftops  Vomit- 
ings; ftrengthens  the  Orifice  of  xht  Stomach  and 
creates  an  Appetite  :  It  likewife  uifpels  the  Spleen 
and  Vapours  j  relieves  in  Shortnefs  of  Breath,  by 
ftrcngthning  the  Stomach  ;  gives  Vigour  to  the 
animal  Spirits,  and  produces  Lympha  in  the  Blood. 
Laftly,  it  is  of  Ufe  againfl  Verrigos  and  Dizzinels 
of  Sight,  and  prolongs  the  Life  of  old  Men. 

the  Gin-Jen^,  'tis  nlTo  obferv'd,  thnt  the  J aponeze  C2i\\  ItKiJii 
that  it  was  nam'd  Gin/en^,  horn  its  bring  fhap'd  lilie  a  Man  who 
ftraddles  out  his  Legs,  term'd  by  ti»e  Chineizw^  Gi/i,  Scc.  LiHly, 
Father  A?  Coffite,  in  his  Memoirs  of  Coma,  writes  it  Gin-fern. 
Gin,  fays  lie,  figniiics  Man ;  and  Je»:,  a  V'Unt,  or  Simple ;  as 
tho'  we  fhould  fay,  tiie  Imman  Simple,  or  the  Simple  winch  re- 
fembles  Man.  Travellers  who  interpret  thefe  V\''ords  differently 
fhould  be  excufed,  as  they  were  not  acquainted  wi'.h  the  Force 
and  Power  of  the  Chinr^e  Charadcr£>  wJiich  a'onc  denote  the 
;rue  Signiti cation  of  V\"ords. 

We 
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We  may  naturally  fuppofe,  that  the  Chineze  and 
'Tartars  wou'd  not  efteem  this  Root  fo  prodigioufly, 
if  it  did  not  conftantly  produce  the  happiefl  Ef- 
fefts.  Even  Perfons  in  good  Health  often  take  it 
to  invigorate  their  Strength.  I  am  perfiiaded  that 
this  Plant,  in  the  Hands  of  Europeans  well  (killed 
•in  Pharmacy,  wou'd  be  an  excellent  Medicine,  if 
they  had  but  enough  of  it  to  make  the  proper  Ex- 
periments ;  to  examine  its  Nature  chymically  ;  and 
to  adminifter  the  due  Quantities,  agreeably  to  the 
Species  of  the  Diforder  or  Difeafe  it  might  help  to 
remove. 

An  undoubted  Circumftance  is,  the  Gin-feng  thins 
the  Blood,  and  gives  Heat  and  Motion  to  it  5  it 
aflifts,  and  fcnfibly  ftrengthens  Digeftion.  After 
having  drawn  ihe  Figure  of  the  Plant  which  I  fhall  af- 
terwards defcribe,  I  felt  my  own  Pulfe.  I  then 
took  Half  a  Root,  raw,  and  unprepared  •,  and  an 
Hour  after,  I  found  my  Pulfe  much  quicker  and 
livelier;  my  Appetite  feemed  keener;  and  I  had  an 
unufual  Eafe  and  Aptitude  for  Bufmefs. 

However,  I  did  not  lay  much  Strefs  on  this  Ex- 
periment ;  imagining,  that  die  Alteration  might  be 
owing  to  the  Repofe  we  had  taken  that  Day.  But, 
four  Days  after,  finding  myfejf  fo  greatly  fadgued, 
and  my  Spirits  exhauf^ed  to  fuch  a  Degree,  by  our 
Journey,  that  I  could  fcarce  fit  on  Horfeback ;  a 
Mandarin  in  our  Company  obferved  it,  and  gave 
me  one  of  thefe  Roots.  I  inftantly  took  Half  of 
it,  and,  an  Hour  after,   my  Feeblcnefs  was  quite 


gone. 


I  have  fine .  taken  it  feveral  Times,  in  the  fame 
Manner,  and  always  with  equal  Succefs.  I  likewife 
obferv'd,  that  the  Leaf  juft  gathered,  and  particu- 
larly the  Fibres  chew'd,  produced  very  near  the 
fame  EfFe6t.  i 


We 
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We  often  ufed  the  Leaves  of  the  Gin-feng  inftead 
of  Tea,  as  is  the  'T'ar tartan  Cuftom  ;  and  I  found 
them  agree  fo  well  with  me,  that  I  prefer  this  Leaf 
to  the  bed  Tea.  Its  Colour  is  as  agreeable  •,  and  Per- 
fons  who  have  taken  it  twice  or  thrice,  are  pleafed 
with  its  Taftci  a'ui  Smell. 

As  to  the  Rcot,  it  mud  be  boiled  a  little  longer 
than  we  do  Tea,  that  the  Spirit  may  have  Time 
to  be  drawn  from  it.     This  is  the  Pradtice  of  the 
Chineze,  in  adminiftring  it  to  the  Sick  •,  on  which 
Occafion    they  don't  give    above  a   Fifth  of  an 
Ounce  of  the  Root  dried.     With  regard  to  Perfons 
in  Health,  who  ufe  it  only  by  Way  of  Prevention, 
or  to  get  rid  of  fome  flight  Indifpofition  -,   'tis  my 
Opinion  they  fhould  not  make  lefs  than  ten  Dofes 
of  one  Ounce  •,    and  I  would  not  advife  them  to 
take  it  daily.     The  Manner  of  preparing  it  is  thus : 
Cut  the  Roots  into  fmall  Slices,  and  put  them  into 
a  well-glazed  Earthen  Por,  into  which  a  *  Gallon  of 
.  Water  has  been  poured.     The  Pot  mult  be  covered 
very  clofe.     Then  let  the  whole  fimmer  over  the 
Fire,  and  when  the  Water  is  boiled  away  to   the 
Quantity  of  a  Drinking-cup  -f,    throw  in  a  little 
Sugar,  and  drink  it  off  immediately.     Afterwards 
pour  the  above  mentioned  Quantity  upon  the  grofs 
Subftance  remaining  at  Bottom  -,    then  boil  it  after 
the  iiime  manner,  in  order  to  draw  off'  all  the  Juice, 
and  the  Remainder  of  the  fpiricuous  Parts  of  the 
Root.     Take  one  of  thefe  Dofes  in  the  Morning, 
and  the  other  in  the  Evening. 

With  regard  to  the  Places  where  this  Root 
grows,  I  will  obferve  in  general  (till  fuch  Time  as 
they  arc  fpecified  in  the  new  Map  of  Tariary,  a 
Copy  of  which  we  fhall  fend  into  France)  that  they 
are  fituated  between  the  thirty-ninth  and  forty-fe- 
venth  Degrees  of  North  Latitude  ;  and  between  the 
tenth  and  twentieth  of  Eaftern  Longitude,   com- 

*  The  French  is,    Demiffetier, 
-j-  The  French  is,  Gobeiet. 
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puting  from  the  Meridian  of  Peking.  Tliere  is  a 
long  Range  of  Mountains,  which  feem  inaccefli- 
ble,  on  Account  of  the  thick  Forells  wherewith 
they  are  covered  and  furrounded.  On  the  DecH- 
vity  of  the  Mountains  in  queftion,  and  in  thefe 
tufted  Forefts  •,  on  the  Banks  of  FJoods,  or  round 
the  Rocks  at  the  Foot  of  IVees,  we  find  the  Plant 
Gin-feng^  growing  among  Herbs  of  every  Kind. 
'Tis  not  met  with  in  Plains,  Vallies,  Marfhes,  at 
the  Bottom  of  Floods,  nor  in  Places  v/hich  lie  ve- 
ry open.  If  the  Forell  happens  to  take  Fire,  and 
is  confumed,  the  Plant  in  queftion  does  not  grow 
again  till  three  or  four  Years  after,  a  Proof  that  it 
is  an  Enemy  to  Heat  ♦,  and  indeed  the  Gin-feng 
hides  itfelf  from  the  Sun  as  much  as  poffible.  From 
thefe  Confiderations  I  am  apt  to  conclude,  that  if 
that  Plant  grows  in  any  other  part  of  the  World, 
it  muft  be  chiefly  in  Canada  *,  as  the  Forefts  and 
Mountains,  according  to  the  Account  given  of 
them  by  Perfons  who  have  travelled  there,  very 
much  refcmble  thofe  in  queftion. 

The  Places  where  the  Gin-feng  grows,  are  totally 
feparated  from  the  Province  of  ^an-tong,  called 
Leaotong  f  in  our  antient  Maps,  by  a  Barrier  of 

*  Father  yartoux's  Conjedlures  were  very  juft  ;  for  Father 
Lafdauy  a  Jefuit-Miflionary  of  Canada^  found,  not  many  Years 
fince,  this  valuable  Plant  in  the  Woods.  He  fent  feveral  entire 
ones,  confining  of  the  Root,  Shank,  Leaf,  Flowers  and  Fruit 
into  Fraiue.  They  were  prefented  to  the  late  Rfgent  (the  Duke 
ci  Orlenm)  and  the  Admiral.  They  are  fo  like  the  Defciiption 
given  of  the  G.n-feng  by  Father  fartonx^  and  the  Figure  he 
drew  of  it  (engraved  herL)  that  the  Inllant  the  Savages  faw  it, 
they  declared  it  to  be  the  fame  Plant.  The  Iroquois  call  it 
Garent-ogen  \  and,  a  fuipr^zing  Circumllance  is,  this  Word  haS 
pretty  near  the  faiue  Signification  with  the  Chineze  Term  G/»- 
fe'ig ;  Qarcnt-oncn  being  compofed  of  Orenta^  fignifying  the 
Thighs  and  Legs;  and  of  Og£f!,  which,  being  compounded, 
figniiics  the  Middle  between  two  feparate  Things  i  and  the  Sa- 
vages afilimed  to  Father  Lafitau,  that  this  Simple  was  fo  called, 
from  the  Refemblance  it  bears  to  the  human  Figure. 


t 


r is  called  Lcu'.tung  in  il/s/Z's  Map. 
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Wooden  Stakes,  encompalTing  all  that  Province> 
and  round  which  Soldiers  are  patrolling  perpetually, 
to  keep  the  Chinexe  from  going  out,  and  gathering 
this  Root.  Neverthelefs,  tho'  the  utmofl:  Vigi- 
lance is  ufed  on  this  Occafion,  yet  a  Third  of  Gain 
prompts  the  Chineze^  (fomctimes  to  the  Num- 
ber of  two  or  three  thoufand)  to  enter  thefe  De- 
farrs  fecretly,  tho'  they  run  the  Hazard  of  being 
enflaved,  and  confequently  of  lohng  the  Fruit  of 
their  Labour,  in  cafe  they  happen  to  be  dlfcovcred, 
either  coming  out  of  that  Province,  or  going  into  it. 
The  Emperor  defiring  that  the  Tartars  fliould  reap 
the  Profit,  preferably  to  the  Cbineze,  had  ordered 
(in  1709J  ten  thoufand  of  the  former  to  go  and 
gather  all  the  Gin-fejjg  they  could  find,  upon  Condi- 
tion that  each  of  them  fhould  give  his  Majefty 
two  Ounces  of  the  beft  •,  and  that  the  Weight,  in 
fine  Silver,  Ihould  be  paid  for  the  reft.  It  was 
thereby  computed,  that  the  Emperor  would  get, 
the  Year  in  queftion,  about  twenty  thoufand  Chi- 
iuze  Founds  Weight  of  it,  for  all  which  he  would 
not  pay  much  above  a  fourth  part  of  the  Value. 
We  happened  to  meet  with  fome  of  the  Tartars 
abovementioned,  in  the  midfl  of  thefe  frightful  De- 
farts.  Their  Mandarins^  who  were  at  a  little  Diftance 
from  the  Way  we  were  going,  came  one  after  ano- 
ther, and  offered  us  Oxen  for  our  Subfiftence,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  Command  they  had  received  from  the 
Emperor  for  that  Purpofe. 

The  following  Order  is  obferved  by  this  Army 
of  Botanilts.  After  dividing  the  Ground  accord- 
ing to  their  Standards,  each  Troop,  confilling  cf 
an  hundred  Men,  fpread  themfelves  on  a  Line,  to 
a  limited  Diitance  ;  obferving  to  keep  an  Interval 
between  every  ten  Men.  Hiey  then  fearch  very 
carefully  for  the  Plant  in  qucftion,  advancing  flowly 
forward  on  the  fame  point  of  the  Compafs  -,  and, 
in   this  manner,  run  over,    in  a  fixed  Number  of 

Days, 
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Days,  the  Space  of  Ground  allotted  them.  When 
the  Time  appointed  is  elapfed,  the  Mandarhis  hav- 
ing pitched  their  Tents  in  Places  where  there  is 
Food  for  their  Horlcs,  fend  to  every  Troop,  an 
Order  how  they  are  to  aft ;  at  which  Time  each 
Corps  is  mufter'd,  to  fee  whether  the  Number  be 
compleat.  If  any  are  miffing,  as  frequently  hap- 
pens, either  by  their  flraggling,  or  their  being  de- 
voured by  wild  Bc^afts,  the  reft  fearch  for  them  a 
Day  or  two,  and  then  proceed  in  their  Work  as 
before. 

Thefe  Botanifts  fuffer  a  Multitude  of  Inconve- 
niencies  in  this  Expedition.  They  carry  neither 
Tents,  nor  Beds  ;  every  Man  being  loaded  fufFici- 
ently  with  his  Provifion  of  Millet  roafted  or  baked 
in  the  Oven,  which  ferves  him  during  the  whole 
Progrefs.  They  therefore  are  forced  to  fleep  un- 
der fome  Tree ;  covering  themfelves  with  Boughs, 
or  any  Barks  they  happen  to  meet  with.  The  Man- 
darins fend  them,  from  time  to  time,  fome  Pieces 
of  Beef,  or  wild  Fowl,  ^c.  which  thefe  poor 
Creatures,  after  juft  (howing  it  the  Fire,  devour. 
Thus  thefe  ten  thouland  Men  fpent  fix  Months  of 
the  Year  ;  but  notwithftanding  their  great  Fatigues, 
they  yet  feem  extremely  vigorous,  and  good  Sol- 
diers. The  Tarlarians  whoefcorted  us  were  treated 
in  much  the  fame'  manner  ;  they  being  allowed  on- 
ly the  Fragments  of  an  0\',  fone  being  killed  every 
Day)  upon  which  ^(ty  Perfons  had  firll  fed. 

To  give  you  fome  Idea  of  this  Plant  *,  io  high- 
ly efteemed  by  che  Tartars  and  Chincze^     I  fhall 

here 

*  A  very  particular  Account  is  given  of  tlic  Nature  and  Qua- 
lities of  this  Plant,  and  the  ft  vcral  Diitempers  it  curjs,  in  Fa- 
ther iiu  Haldc^i  l-'J^bS  Account  of  China,  ""Tis  there  ohfera/ed, 
that  this  Root  bears  a  Rcjcmbtancc  to  the  human  Figure^  and  is  of 
a  fpirituous  Nature  ;  a>id  another  Authnr  [qnotcd  in  Father  du 
Halde'i  Dcfcription)  fays,  that  this  Hoot  has  the  Hands^  Feet, 
Face  and  E)'es  of  a  M.aut    and  abmnds  'very  much  in  Sp'rits, 
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here  explain  the  Figure  of  that  which  I  now  fend 
you,  drawn  by  me  with  all  pofliblc  Accuracy. 

A  re- 

7he  Ging-feng  of  Chang- tang  //  Tirry  'valuable  ;  and  to  dijcover 
the  true  Species  of  tt,  the  folloiuing    Experiment  is  made.     Tqvo 
Perfons  'u.'alking  together,  the  one  ha'ving  Ging-feng  in  his  Mouthy 
and  the  other  none  ;   at  the  End  of  a  Mile  and  a  half  the  former 
nvill  not  fnd  himfdf  at  all  out   of  Breathy  hut  the  other  ivill  be 
tired  and  breathhfs.     This  it  looked  upon  as  an  infallible  Proof  of 
the  Goodnefs  of  the  Plants  nvhich   is  fold  for  near  its  Weight  in 
Gold.     'The  People  confider  the  Gin-feng  as  the  Ruin  of  the  Coun- 
try nvhere  it  gro'ojs^  becaufe,n)jhatever  they  gather  of  it  belongs  to  the 
Emperor,  for  n.vhich  Rcofon  they  no  longer  culti<vate  it.     Our  Au- 
thor next  delcribcr,  the  Alanner  of  preferving  the  Ginfeng  ;  its 
Tafte  and  Qualities.     Under  this  Head  he  obferves,    that  the 
Liloo,    a  Sort   of  Herb,    bears  a  great   Enmity   to    Gin-feng; 
and  that  if  the  Tenth  of  an  Ounce  of  the  former^  be  mixed  'voith 
an   Ounce   of  the   latter,     ''tivill  take  an.vay  all  its  Virtue.      He 
then  proceeds  to  the  Virtues,  Properties  and  Effedls  of  this  Root ; 
and  having  defcnbed  them,  he  goes  on  to  the  Recipes,  of  which 
he  fays  there  are  g  antient,  and  68  modern  ones.     He  then  de- 
fcribes   the   Eledluary  made  of  Gin-feng,    and  gives    fome  In- 
ftances  of  the  wonderful  Cures  wrought  by  it.     Next  comes  the 
furprizing  Decodlion  for  the  Stomach.     He  afterwards  defcribes 
its  Virtues,  in  procuring  an  Appetite,  and  diflblving  Phlegm  ; 
in  ftrengthning  weak  Stomachs,    and  remedying  the  Diforders 
of  the  Heart.  'Tis  faid  to  be  of  great  Benefit  to  cold  Stomachs ; 
to  fuch  as  throw  up  their  Food  unconcodled ;  againft  Reachings, 
Loofenefs,    and   Vomiting,    Decay  of  Strength.    Shortnefs  of 
Breath,  the  Afthma  in  Child-bed  Women  ;  for  Weakneffes  in 
Women  after  Delivery,  or  fuch  as  have  loft  much  Blood  on  that 
Occafion  ;  for  Women  when  the  Child  is  turned  the  wrong 
Way.     '  ris  of  great  Service  againft  Melancholy  and  Sinking 
of  the  Spirits  ;  Palpitation  of  the  Heart  attended  withSweating  ; 
againft   Fevers  caufed   by  a  Decay  of  the  Spirits  ;  for  healing 
the  Lungs,  hurt  by  Shortnefs  of  Breath  ;   'tis  good  in  a  Con- 
fumption,  attended  with  fpitting  of  Blood  ;  in  a  Bloody  Flux  ; 
the  Dropfy  ;  malignant  Fevers  j    for  Blindnefs,    occafioned  by 
drinking  to  Excefs  of  Wme        -The  Gin  feng^  according  to  the 
Chineze  Botanifts,    fecms   to  be  the  much   fought-for  Panacea. 
Father  du  Halde  (from  whom  all  the  Particulars  above  are  ex- 
traGed)   obferves,    that  he  poflibly  may  have  millook   in  the 
Names  of  fome  of  the  Dileafes,  it  Leing  extremely  difficult  to 
underftand  the  Names  of  tliem  in  the  Chineze.     The  Gin-feng 
now  pay.,  a  high  Duty  to  the  Emperor,    and  the  defrauding  him 
of  any  Part  ot  it  is  made  Death.     This  Plant  comes  to  Peking, 
fiom  feveral  Place?,    as  Lecoto/g,   C'.:>i'o,   Northern  Tartary,  and 
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A  reprefents  the  Root  in  its  natural  Size-  After 
I  had  wafhed  it,  'twas  white,  and  a  little  rough, 
as  the  Roots  of  other  Plants  are  commonly  found. 

B,  C,  C,  D,  rcprcfcnt  the  Stem,  or  Shank  of 
the  Plant,  in  its  natural  Length  and  Thickntfs. 
*Tis  quite  fmooth,  and  pretty  round.  Its  Colour 
is  red,  of  a  pretty  deep  Kind,  except  towards  the 
Beginning  B,  where  it  is  whiter,  becaufe  of  the  Vi- 
cinity of  the  Earth. 

The  Point  D  is  a  fort  of  Knot,  formed  by  four 
Branches  that  ifliie  from  it,  as  from  a  kind  of  Cen- 
ter; and  which  afterwards  fhoot  equally  one  from 
the  other,  in  the  fame  Plain.  The  under  part  of 
the  Branch  is  of  a  green  Colour  foftcncd  by  white ; 
but  the  upper  part  reftmbles  pretty  much  the  Shank, 
'viz.  is  of  a  deep  Red,  almofl:  Jike  the  Mulberry. 
The  two  Colours  unite  afterwards,  on  the  Sides, 
with  their  natural  Gradation.  On  every  Branch  arc 
five  Leaves,  of  the  Shape  and  Size  with  the  annex- 
ed Figure.  I  mufl  obferve,  that  thefe  Branches 
fhoot  equally  one  from  the  other,  and  from  the 
Horizon,  to  fill  up,  with  their  Leaves,  a  round 
Space,  ah-nofl:  paralJel  with  the  Plan  of  the  Spot  of 
Ground. 

Tho'  I  drew  only  half  of  one  of  thefe  Leaves  F  ac- 
curately, any  Perfon  may,  from  the  Plan  cf  this  Part, 
eafily  conceive  and  com  pleat  all  the  reft.  I  don't 
remember  to  have  ever  feen  Leaves  of  this  Size,  fo 
thin  as  thefe.  Their  Fibres  are  vaftly  diftinft;  and 
on  the  upper  Side  of  them,  is  a  little  whitiili  Down. 
The  Film  between  the  Fibres  rifes  a  little  towards 
the  middle,  above  the  Plan  of  thefe  Fibres.     The 

Japan  ;  but  that  of  the  lad  mentioned  is  thougVt  not  to  be  much 
tlleemed.  The  Gin-ftn'  is  ibmetimes  fold,  in  Peiin^y  for  eight 
Times  its  VVeight  in  Silver,  and  c'ten  fcr  more.  I  (liali  obferve, 
by  the  Way,  th;.t  there  are  a  great  many  Chine'ze  Hcrbals.  The 
lail  which  was  compiled  is  eniiiled  Penfao^  can  moo^  and  from 
thence  the  Recipes  whofe  Titles  are  given  above  were  cxtrafted. 

I  upper 
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upper  fide  of  the  Leaf  is  a  dark  Green  ;  and  tlic 
under  fide  of  a  lioluifli  Green,  which  Hiincs  a  Jittie. 
All  the  leaves  arc  indented,  and  the  Jags  arc 
pretty  lliarp. 

From  the  Center  Dof  the  Branches  of  this  Plant, 
rofe  a  fecond  Shank  D,  E,  very  (Irait  and  fniooth, 
whitifli  from  the  Bvutom  upwards ;  at  the  Extremi- 
ty whereof  was  a  lovely  Alfemblage  of  Fruits,  quite 
round,  and  of  a  beautiful  Red.  This  Aflemblage 
confided  of  twenty>four  Fruits,  of  which  I  have 
drawn  only  two  in  their  natural  Size,  marked  with 
the  two  Figures  9,  9.  The  red  Film  which  in- 
clofes  the  Fruit  in  queftion,  is  very  thin  and  fmooth  ; 
and  covers  a  foftifli,  white  Subftance.  As  thcfe  Fruits 
were  double,  (fome  being  fingle)  there  were  two 
rough  Stones  or  Kernels  in  each,  of  the  Size  and 
Shape  of  our  ordinary  Lentils,  but  feparated  one 
from  the  other,  tho'  on  the  fime  Plan  *,  Every 
Fruit  hung  by  a  Filament  which  was  fmooth,  even 
on  ev  ry  fide,  delicate  enough,  and  of  the  fame 
Colour  with  our  Jitde  red  Cherries.  Thefe  feveral 
Filaments  fhot  from  one  Center  j  and  projeding 
every  Way,  like  the  Radiuses  of  a  Sphere,  formed 
the  round  Airemblage  of  Fruits  fuflained  by 
rhem.  This  Fruit  is  not  good  to  cat  -,  the  Scone  is 
like  the  common  ones,  hard,  and  holds  the  Seed. 
It  always  lies  on  the  lame  Plan  widi  the  Filament 
that  lultains  the  Fruit ;  for  which  Reafon  tlie  Fruit 
is  nor  round,  but  fiattifh  on  the  two  Sides.  If  it 
be  double,  there  is  a  kind  of  Cavity,  or  finking  in 
the  middle,  in  the  Union  of  the  two  Parts  which 
compofe  it.  There  alfo  is  a  fmall  Tuft,  diametri- 
cally oppofite  to  the  Filament  whereon  it  hangs. 
"When  the  Fruit  is  dry,  there  remains  nothing  but 
the  Film  or  Skin,  quite  Ilirivellcd,  which  flicks  to 

*  The  Edges  of  this  Sterne  are  not  rough,  lilcc  thofe  of  our 
Lentils,  but  almolt  of  cqaai  Tnicknefs  in  every  Par:. 
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the  Stones.  The  Fihn  then  is  of  a  dark  Red,  and 
ahiioll  Black. 

This  PJAnt  falls  and  fpilnj^^.  anew  every  Veai. 
If;  Years  are  l;ii()wn  by  tiie  Number  of  Shanks  or 
Shoots  already  produced,  Ibnie  Traces  whereof  al- 
ways remain,  as  is  fecn  in  the  Plate,  by  the  fmall 
Letters  b,  b,  b  \  whereby  it  appears,  that  the 
Root  A  was  in  its  fevcntli  Year,  and  the  Root  H 
in  its  li^teenth. 

Ni>t  having  fccn  the  Flower,  I  confequently  am 
not  al-.!e  to  dcfcribe  it.  Some  told  mc,  that  it  is 
WliiL'j,  and  very  fm;ill  -,  but  others  declared,  that 
it  r.cvjr  bore  F:o\vers,  and  that  no  Perfon  ever  (Iiw 
any  i;pv)n  it.  I  fiiould  rather  imagine  it  to  be  fo 
imali,and  fo  liii'e  remarkable,  that  no  Notice  was  e- 
\'cr  taken  of  it  •,  and  a  Circumfiance  which  con- 
linns  me  in  this  Opinion  is,  that  thofe  who  fearch 
fc;r  the  Gin-fcng^  mind  nothing  but  the  Root,  and 
difregvird  and  rcjec'^  every  other  Part,  as  ufelefs. 

TiierL'  are  fome  Plants  which,  befides  the  AlTem- 
Ma^Tf'  of  Fruits  above  defcribed,  bear  iikevvife  one 
or  two  Fruits  direclly  like  the  firft,  at  the  Diftance 
of  an  Inch,  or  an  Inch  and  a  half,  below  the  Aflem- 
V)\:vj'^\  'Tis  faid,  that  we  then  ought  to  obferve  the 
Point  of  the  Compafs  to  which  thefe  Fruits  dirciSt  ; 
the  Botanifts  feldom  failing  to  meet  with  this  Plant, 
on  the  iame  Point  of  the  Compafs,  fome  Paces  off, 
or  in  its  Neighbourhood.  The  Colour  of  the  Fruit, 
when  there  is  any  upon  it,  diftinguiflies  this  Plant 
from  ail  the  reft,  and  points  it  out  immediately  : 
But  fomctimes  it  has  none  at  all,  tho'  its  Root  be 
very  old.  Such  was  that  reprelentcd  in  the  Plat^ 
by  the  Letter  I  J,  which  bore  no  Fruit,  tho'  in  its 
Miictnth  Yt-ar. 

As  all  Attempts  made  to  fow  this  Plant  have 
been  found  inciTcclual,  this  probably  gave  Rife  to 
a  Fiction  current  among  the  'Tartars^  who  ttil  u-', 
that  a  ceitain  Bird   cats  the  Stone  the  Inftant  it  is 

let 


.  Red,  and 

-'cry  Veai. 
Shanks  or 
thereof  al- 
'  :he  fmall 
that  the 
le  Root  H 

uently  am 

,    that  it  is 

arcd,    that 

in  ever  liiw 

It  to  be  fo 

itice  was  e- 

which  con- 

who  fcarch 

Root,  and 

ufelefs. 

:he  AlTem- 

kevvife  one 

e  Diftance 

ie  Aflem- 

)brervc  the 

its  direct ; 

this  Plant, 

Paces  off, 

the  Fruit, 

this  Plant 

nediately  : 

s  Root  be 

I  the  Plat.' 

tho'  in  its 

lant  have 
e  Rife  to 
ho  till  u:-, 
ftant  it  is 
let 


TK  \V  ELS  of  de  Jesuits.      435 

let  in  the  Ground  •,  but  that,  not  being  able  to  di- 
gcfl  the  Stone,  the  Bird  purifies  it  in  its  Stomach; 
and  that  it  afterwards  (hoots  fortii  in  the  Place 
where  the  Bird  leaves  it,  with  it^  D^ng.  I  rather 
fancy  that  this  Stone  lies  a  long  Time  in  the  liartli 
before  it  throws  out  any  Root.  I  take  this  Con- 
jecture to  be  the  more  probable,  as  we  meet  with 
Ibmc  of  thefe  Roots  which  are  not  longer,  but 
fmallcr  than  the  little  Finger,  tho*  they  had  fliot 
forth,  fuccefnvely,  above  ten  Shanks  in  fo  many 
different  Years. 

Tho'  the  Plant  defcribed  by  me  had  four  Ijranch- 
es  *,  we  meet  with  fome  which  have  but  two  •,  o- 
thers  that  have  only  three ;  Ibme  that  have  live, 
or  even  feven,  and  thefe  are  the  moft  bfautiful, 
Neverthelefs,  every  Branch  has  always  live  Leaves, 
like  thofe  drawn  by  me,  unlefs  their  Number  has 
been  diminiOied  by  fome  Accident,  The  Plants 
are  of  a  Height  proportionable  to  their  Thickncls 
and  the  Number  of  their  Branches.  Such  as  have 
no  Fruits  are  commonly  fmall,  and  very  (hcrr. 

The  beft  Roots  are  fuch  as  are  thickeft,  mod  u- 
niform,  and  have  the  feweft  Filaments  *,  for  v/hich 
Reafon  that  diftinguifhed  by  the  Letter  H  is  the  beft 
of  the  two.  I  don't  know  why  the  Cbinezs  call  it  Gin- 
Jeng^  i.  e.  Refemblance  of  a  Man  -f  \    I  not  having 

fecn 

*  The  Inhabitants  of  Ccrca.  fuppcfc  the  Gln-feng  to  fpeak  as 
followii.  •*  The  Branches  which  grow  out  of  my  Stalk  are  three 
**  in  Number,  and  my  Leaves  are  by  Fives  :  I  turn  away  from 
**  the  South,  and  look  tovvMrds  tl  e  North,  He  whj  w..u!d  find 
"  me  muft  look  for  the  Kia-chu".  The  Kia  chu  and  the  Ginfeng 
•*  court  each  other.  The  Kia  bears  fome  Refcmbluncc  to  the 
**  Sycomore". 

'\  F'Jither /e  Com te,  in  his  new  M-emoirr  of  C^Vtr,  obfervcs 
that,  hefidss  the  Name  Gin-fcng,  the  ChineTe  Literati  call  this 
Flant  by  j'zvcral  others,  in  their  Books  ;  und  that  thefe  Numa  de- 
note  the  high  Value  they  fct  upct*  it ;  they  calling  it-,  the  fpirituous 
Simplct  fhv  p-ure  Spirit  of  toe  Earth,  th:  Tat  of  the  Sea,  the 
Mc^icijtc  ^'hich  bejh^Ki  Imrr.ortality^  -S:c.  Father  k  Come  fays 
afterwards ;  J  ajv' t -d-ouU  but  it  ^xas  ca/le,^  Gin-fcv.^';.,   cr  Rel'em' 
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feen  any  one  refembling  ever  fo  little  the  human 
Figure  •,  and  thofe  v/hole  Bufhicfi  it  is  f;  Tearch  for 
it,  alTured  me,  that  they  never  met  \vnS  anv  more 
famong  the  Plants  in  qiieftion)  of  fuch  .1  refemble 
the  human  Shape,  than  among  the  other  Roots, 
which  chance  fometimes  throws  into  fantaftical 
Forms.  The  Tartars  call  it  more  juftly  Orhota^ 
i.  e.  thcfrft  of  Plants. 

By  the  Way,  this  Plant  does  not  grow  in  Chlnay 
as  Father  Martini  aflferts,  upon  the  Authority  of 
fome  Chineze  Books,  which  relate  that  it  grows  on 
the  Mountains  of  l^ong  pinfoo^  in  the  Province  of 
Peking.  But  fuch  a  Miftake  might  eafily  be  made, 
as  it  comes  to  this  Place  when  brought  out  of  'Tar- 
tary  into  China, 

Such  as  go  in  Search  of  this  Plant  take  nothing 
but  the  Root ;  and  bury,  in  one  Place,  as  many  of 
thefe  as  they  find  during  ten  Days  or  a  Fortnight. 
They  walh  the  Root  very  carefully  ;  and  cleanfe  it, 
by  rubbing  off,  with  a  Brulh,  every  Thing  extra- 
neous. They  afterwards  dip  it  for  a  Moment  in- 
to almoft  boiling  Water  ;  and  dry  it  with  the 
Smoke  of  a  kind  of  yellow  Miller,  which  tinges 
the  Phnt  a  little  with  its  Colour.  The  Millet,  be- 
ing pt  t  into  a  VefTcl,  widi  a  little  Water,  is  boiled 
over  a  flow  Fire  ♦,  and  the  Roots  being  laid  on  lit- 
tle Pieces  of  Wood,  put  crofswife  over  the  Veflel, 
dry  by  Degrees  under  a  Piece  of  Linnen,  or  under 
another  Veffel  which  covers  them.  They  alfo  may 
be  dried  in  the  Sun,  or  even  by  the  Fire  ;  but  tho* 
they  then  preferve  their  Virtue,  they  don't  keep 
their  Colour,  which  the  Chi'/icze  delight  in  very 
much.  When  thei'e  Roots  are  dry,  they  muft  be 
laid  up  in  a  very  dry  Place,    othcrwife  they  would 

blance  of  a  Man,  hccaufe  fe-vgral  of  theft  Plants  Jeem  to  ha've  a 
Body  and  tnuoTbighi,  like  a  Man  :  BtitFatherytfr/o«A-,  we  find, 
J5  ot"  a  different  Opinion. 
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be  in  danger  of  rotting,  or  of  falling  a  Prey  to  the 
Worms. 

I  wifh,  reverend  Father,  that  the  Defcription  I  here 
fend  you  of  the  Plant  Gin-fengy  fo  highly  efteemed 
in  this  Empire,  may  give  you  Pleafure,  and  thofe 
Perfons  to  whom  you  fliall  communicate  it.  We 
are  juft  going  to  fet  out  for  Itartary^  to  compleat 
the  Map  of  that  Couiitry  ;  the  Northweft  and 
Welt  Parts  of  it  not  being  yet  furveyed.  V\\  fend 
you,  as  foon  as  poffible,  the  Map  of  the  Province 
of  Peking^  called,  by  Father  Martini^  Pekdi^  and 
by  the  Chineze,  Shell  *,  or  Lipafoo. 

I  aniy    &c. 

Jartoux. 


^- 


i    I 


Some  Account  of  the  Country    inhabited  by  the 

Moxos  -f*. 
• 

BY  the  Miflion  of  the  Moxos  is  underftood  an 
Aflfemblage  of  Heathen  American  Nations,  fo 
called,  becaufe  the  Moxos  were  Hrft  indulged  the 
Light  of  the  Gofpel.  Thefe  N:itio;is  inhabit  a 
Country  of  a  vaft  Extent,  which  i:  d'j covced  in 
Proportion  as,  leaving  Santa  Cruz^  or  San^e  Croix 
de  la  Sierra  :f,  we  travel  along  a  vad  Chain  of  Reep 
Mountains,  running  from  North  jo  South.  Trs 
fituated  under  the  I'orrid  Zone,  and  extends  from 
the  loth  to  the  15th  Degree  of  South  Latitude. 

*  In  French^  Tcheli.  4 

\  This  Account  is  thus  entitled,  in  my  Author,  h.ctrail 
of  a  Spanifli  Relation,  containing  the  Life  and  Death  of  Fa'^her 
Cyprian  Baraze,  of  the  Society  of  Jefus,  Founder  of  the  Mifjion 
of  the  Moxos  in  Peru.  Printed  at  Lima,  /;;;  Order  of  the  Lord 
Urban  de  Matha,  B//'o/>  of  the  City  dolla  Paz....  M.^ny  of  the 
Particulars  relating  only  to  the  Father,  I  have  omitted,  as  ufual. 

X  Santa  Cruz,  of  the  Mountains. 
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Its  Limits  are  entirely  unknown  ;  and  all  that  has 
been  related  hitherto  concerning  it,  was  built  wholly 
on  Conjedures,  on  which  very  little  Strefs  ought 
to  be  laid. 

This  valt  Extent  of  Country  feems  to  be  a  pretty 
even  Plain  ;  but  'tis  commonly  overflowed  for 
want  of  Drains  to  carry  off  the  Waters.  Thefe 
Waters  proceed  from  the  abundant  Rains,  from  the 
Floods  which  rufli  from  the  Mountains,  and  from 
the  overflowing  of  Rivers.  During  above  four 
Months  in  the  Year,  thefe  Nations  can  have  no 
Communication  with  one  another  ;  For  being  ob- 
liged to  retire  to  ihe  high  Grounds,  to  fecure 
themfclves  horn  the  Inundations,  their  Hutts  are 
at  a  great  Dittance  from  one  another  *, 

Befldes 

*  This  mufi  be  a  uifmal  Place,  but  we  feem  to  have  almoll 
as  uncomfortable  ones  in  Linco.'tijhire  and  comerjctjhire.  In  thu 
Jaft  mentioned  County,  I  am  told  is  a  Moor  twenty  Miles  long, 
which  anfwers,  in  fonrxC  Meafure,  to  the  Dcfcription  given  in 
this  Paragraph  to  the  Country  of  thu  Moxos.  The  r^iverend 
Mr.  Wiliiam  Diaper,  Curate  of  the  Parifti  of  Eaft-Brentf  in  the 
South  Marlli  of  Somcrfctfoire,  and  a  Native  of  that  County, 
was  fo  much  dif^ufted  at  the  Place,  as  well  as  at  the  Inhabitants, 
that  he  wrote  a  fevere  Satyr  againll  both.  His  Poem,  entitled 
Brent,  and  printed  at  Saliiburc^  was  not  admired  for  the  Turn 
of  the  Ne.x{ ,,  bjt  for  the  Streng-h  of  the  Images,  of  which  I 
fhall  here  give  my  Readers  a  Specimen. 


<c 
<c 

«( 

«( 

<( 


Sure  this  is  Nature's  Jail,  for  Rogues  defign'd  ! 
Whoever  lives  in  Brevt  mult  live  confined. 
Moated  abound,  the  Water  is  our  Fence  ; 
None  come  to  us,  and  i^one  can  go  from  hence» 
But  fhould  feme  milder  Day  invite  Abroad, 
To  wade  thro'  Mire,  or  wallow  in  the  Mud, 
Some  envious  Dyke  thwarts  inllantly  the  Road. 
Then  fomc  fmall  Ofier-'l  wig  is  all  our  Hopes, 
Wc  pafs  not  Bridges,  but  \vu  dance  on  Ropes. 


I 


Ht-re  ev'j-y  Eye  with  brackiAi  Rheum  o'erflows, 
.Ar,d  a  frelh  Drop  llill  hangs  at  every  No(e. 
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Befides  this  Inconveniency,  they  fuHTcT  greatly 
from  the  violent  Heat  of  the  Climate.  This  how- 
ever is  loftned,  from  time  to  time,  partly  by  the 
heavy  Rains  which  defcend,  and  by  the  ovcrllowing 
of  Rivers  ;  and  partly  by  the  North  Wind,  which 
blows,  in  this  Country,  almoft  all  the  Year  roiiiKl ; 
but  tlien  at  other  Times,  the  South  Winds,  wliich 
come  from  the  Mountains  covered  with  Snow,  rage 
with  fuch  Impetuofity,  and  iili  the  Air  with  fo 
intenle  a  Cold,  that  the  Inhabitants,  who  are  poor- 
ly fed,  and  go  almoft  naked,  have  not  Strength  to 
bear  up  again  ft  fo  fudden  a  Change  of  the  Sea- 
fons  ;  efpscially  when  this  Wind  is  attended  with 
the  Inundations  abovementioncd  •,  and  thefe  are 
commonly  fucceeded  by  a  Plague  and  Famine, 
which  make  dreadful  Havock. 

*'  All  Dog-,  licre  take  the  Water  ;  and  we  find 

*'  No  Croartiie  but  of  an  amphibious  Kind. 

*'  Rabbits  with  Ducks,  and  Ck-ele  here  fail  with  Hens, 

*'  And  all  for  Food  mull  paddle  in  the  Fens. 

•*  When  once  Proviilon  fails,  the  hungry  Moufe, 

•*  Will  fear  no  Pool,  to  reach  i^  neiglibouring  Houfe. 

**  The  good  old  Hen  clucks  boldly  fhro'  the  Stream  ; 

"   And  Chickens  newly  hatch'd,  cfl'ay  to  fwim. 

*'  All  have  a  Fenny  Taile,  Cjw,  Sherp,  and  Swine, 

**    And  faViiur  lire  !!,^ly  of  the  circling  Rine.  * 

"  Bread  is  our  choicell  Food  with  IJ.irley  Cnke, 

"  Hard  as  old  Checie,  and  as  a  Tremi^cr  Elack. 

*•   Our  ( !  'jjcell  Drink  (to  us  the  gieatcll  Curie,) 

*'  Is  but  bad  Water,  m.ide  by  Brewing  worfc. 

*'   But  better  'tis,   to  taile  the  Stream  unmixt, 

*'  Than  wlien  to  more  unwholefome  Ale  btwitch'd. 


**  Here,  as  ith'  Ark,  m  one  low,    common  vStye, 
'*  Men,  with  their  Feliow*bJUtes,  immingled  lie. 

I  was  told  that  the  Author  died  of  an  Ague  and  Fever  catch'u 
in  this  mifcrable  Country. 

*  Rbie  (kv'ftci  a  Viuh,  alout  nine  Foot  ividr.  tie  civir-.'-ti 
Boioidayy  of  Lands  in  this  Mor.y,  there  l\'ii?g  no  II  j'^ts  In  it. 
Thife  Rincs  arc  (cncrallyfull  of  H'ater 
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The  raging  Fleat,  joined  to  the  ahnoft  continual 
Moidurc  of  the  Earth,  produce  a  vaft  Number  of 
Serpents,  Vipers,  Ants,  Mofkitoes,  flying  Bugs, 
and  a  numberlcfs  Multitude  of  other  Infedls  which 
perpetually  torment  Man.  From  this  Moiilure 
proceeds  the  Barrcnnefs  of  the  Soil,  which  is  fo  very 
poor,  that  it  cannot  bear  either  Corn,  Vines,  or 
any  of  the  European  Fruit-trees.  For  this  Reafon 
all  Woolly  Cattle  cannot  live  in  it  j  but  'tis  other- 
wife  with  regard  to  Bulls  and  Cows  •,  Experience 
having  fiicwn,  after  the  Country  was  once  ilocked 
with  thcni,  and  that  diey  live  and  multiply  there  as 
in  Peru, 

The  jVIcxos  fubfifl:  chief! v  on  Fifli,  and  fomc 
Roots,  of  which  this  Country  produces  great  Quan- 
tities. At  certain  Seafons  the  Cold  is  ib  vaftiv  in- 
tcn!e,  that  it  kills  part  of  the  FilTi  in  the  Rivers  •, 
lb  that  the  Banks  are  fomcLimes  infected  with  them. 
'Tis  then  that  the  Indian,  run  to  thofe  Places,  to 
make  their  Provifion  ol"  rhem  ♦,  and  whatever  Ar- 
guments may  be  ukd  to  diiluade  them  from  eating 
this  halt-rottca  Fifh,  they  only  anfwcr,  that  Fire 
v/ill  recover  ilitm. 

They  neverihelefs  are  forced  to  retire  to  the 
Mountains,  a  confiderable  Part  of  the  Year,  and 
there  fubfiil  by  i  lunting.  Thefe  Mountains  are  full 
of  Bears,  Leopards,  Tygers,  Goats,  wild  Hogs  i 
and  a  gieat  Number  of  other  Bealts  unknown  in 
Europe .  Here  are  likewiie  di  ire  rent  Sorts  of  Apes, 
the  Flelh  of  which,  when  broiled,  is  thought  by 
the  Indians  delicio^is  I'ood. 

The  Particulars  related  by  them  of  the  Ocorome 
arc  fingular  enough.  The  Ocorome  is  of  the  Size 
of  a  large  Dog.  I  lis  Hair  is  red,  his  Snout  point- 
ed, and  his  Teeth  exceedingly  fharp.  If  he  hap- 
pens to  meet  with  an  Indian^  unarm'd,  he  attacks, 
and  fells  h.im  to  the  Ground  ;  but  without  doing  him 
the  Icait  Hurt,  in  cafe  the  Indian  does  but  take  Care 
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to  feign  himfclf  dead.  I'he  Ocorcme  then  fhakes 
the  Indian^  examines  every  Part  of  his  BoJy  care- 
fully ;  after  which  being  firmly  perhiaded  that  he 
is  really  breathlefs,  (as  he  feems  to  be,)  he  covers 
him  with  Leaves  and  Straw,  and  then  Hies  to  the 
thickell  Wood  upon  the  Mountain.  The  Indian 
finding  he  has  efcaped  the  Danger,  rifes  that  In- 
Ifant,  and  climbs  up  fome  Tree,  whence  he  fooii 
fpies  the  Ocorome  advancing  forwards,  accompanied 
by  a  Tyger,  whom,  one  would  conclude,  he  had 
invited  to  fhare  the  Prey  with  him  -,  when  not 
finding  it,  he  howls  dreadfully  ;  gazing  upon  his 
Companion  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  leems  expreffive 
of  the  Sorrow  he  feels  for  having  impofcd  upon 
him. 

I'he  Moxos  are  not  fubje6l  to  Laws,  and  hive  no 
Kind  of  Polity  •,  io  that  no  Perfon  either  commands 
or  obeys  •,  for  which  Reafon,  whei^icver  there  hap- 
pens any  Difpure  or  Contell,  the  Parries  who  think 
themfclves  aggrieved  execute  Jullice  with  their  own 
Hands  *.     As  the  Barrennefs  of  their  Soil  obliges 

them 

*  I  believe  Travellers,  and  efpecially  tr-e  Jefuitj,  often  repre- 
fent  tlicic"  un-enlightened  Nations  as  much  more  ignorant 
than  thty  are  in  rcaiity  ;  not  to  mention  that  Tome  Writers 
don't  draw  tliem  to  fuch  D.iadvanta<^e  from  any  venal  Views,  but 
mcrciy  oul  of  Prejudice  ;  and  becauie  their  Manners  and  Cu- 
iloms  difier  widely  Irom  their  own.  'i  h.'  celebrated  Montaigm^ 
fag.  169,  of  his  EJays,  Paris,  1604,  Sz^'o.  fpeaks  of  fome 
wild  U'eji-Luiuins,  who  fcemcd  to  ha^e  more  Senfe  than 
the  polilhed  Europeans  tl:ey  were  conic  among.  "  Three  of 
'•  tliciC  not  knowing  how  greatly  their  Happinefs  and  Repofe 
*'  would  be  kfic'ned,  by  their  Acquaintance  witii  tiie  Corrup- 
"  cions  which  pre^'ad  on  this  Side  ii.e  Globe  ;  and  that  this 
*'  Correi"pondei;ce  would  prove  thjir  Ruin,  wiiich  I  fuppofe  is 
"  already  advanced  :  (wretched  thev,  in  permitting  themielvesto 
"  be  allured  by  the  Love  of  Ncvehy  ;  and  to  leave  their 
propitious  Climate,  fcr  the  fake  uf  villtin^  our;.)  Three  of 
ilieie  h}d:au:,  I  fay,  came  to  Roa^i^  a:  tiie  J'ime  thatC^«r/^j 
IX.  was  tf!eic.  TJ'.e  Kmg  dif"couifed  a  long  I'ime  with 
them.     The;-  were  Ihewa  our  M.,iinei  oi  living,  cur  Pomp, 
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them  to  difperfe  over  various  Countries,  their  Con- 
vcrfion  is  hereby  rendered  exceedingly  difficult  j 
which  is  one  of  the  greatell  Obftacles  the  Miffiona- 
ries  have  to  ftruggle  with.  They  build  very  low 
Hutts,  in  fuch  Spots  as  they  chufe  for  their  Abode ; 
and  every  Hutt  is  inhabited  by  Perfons  of  the  fame 
Family.  They  he  upon  the  Ground  on  Matts ; 
or  on  a  Hammock,  hung  to  Stakes,  or  between  two 
Trees ;  and  thus  ileep,  expofed  to  the  Inclemency 
of  the  Weather,  the  Attacks  of  wild  Bcafts,  and 
the  Hinging  of  the  Mufkitoes.  Neverthelefs,  they 
endeavour  to  guard  againft  thefe  Inconveniencies,  by 

**  and  the   feveral   Beauties  of  that  great  City.     Some  Time 
*'  after,  a  Gentleman  asked  what  it  was  that  llruck  them  moll 
**  among  the  varioub  Objeds  tiiey   had  feen.     They  anrwcred 
three  Things,  the  laft  of  which,  to  my  great  Regret,  I  have 
forgot,  but  the  other  two  I  remember.     Firft,  they  thought 
it  very  itrangc,  that  fo  many  tall  Men  wearing  Beards  j  arm- 
ed, and  Handing  round   the  King,  (thefe  in  all  probability 
were  his  Swiis-Guards)  fhouid  fubmit  voluntarily  to  a  Child  ; 
*'  and  that  they  did  not  rather  chufe  one  of  thofe  tail  Men  to 
'*  govern  them.     Secondly,  that  they  had  obferved  there  were, 
•*  among  us.  Men  who  feemed  rioting  in  Superfluities  of  every 
•'  Kind,  whilll  their  other  half  (a  Phrafe  ufcd  in  their  Language) 
•*  flood  begging  at  their  Door^r,  quite   pale  and  mortified  ihro* 
•*  Hunger  and   Mifery  :    Now  they  wondered  extremely  how 
•'  this  necei^htcus  Half  could  fubmit  to  fo  great  an  Injullice,  and 
•*  did  not  take  the  other  Half  by  the  Throat,    or  iet  Fire  to 
•^  their  Houfes.  I  myfelf  fpoke  a  long  Time  to  them,  but  I  hap- 
•*  pened  to  have  lb  llupid  an  Interpreter,  that  he  did  not  do  me 
•*  the  Service  I  expedled.     Upon  my  asking  the  Indian  what 
*•  were  the  Advantages  he  gained  from  the  Superiority  over  his 
**  Countrymen  (he  being  a  Captain,  and  called  King  by  our 
*'  Sailors  :)  He  replied,  that  of  marching  in  the  Front,  when 
•'  they  were  engaged  in  War.     I  then  enquired  what  Number 
••  of  Men  might  follow  him  ;    when   he  pointed  to  a  certain 
*'  Place,  fignifying  as  many  as  could  be  contained  in  it,  and  this 
•*  might  be  about  four  or  five  Thoufand  Men.    Lallly,  defiring  to 
••  know  whinher  his  Authority  ended  with  the  War  :    He  an- 
**  fvvered,    that  his  only  Privilege  then  remaining  was    this  ; 
•*  Whenever  hj  went  to   vifit  the  Hamlets  dependant  on  him, 
•'  his  Subj  .cts  opened  a  Way  for  him  thro'  their  feveral  Forells, 

*'  in  order  that  he  might  travel  with  the  greater  Eafe So  far 

*♦  is  fenfible  enough  j  but  then  tliey  dou'c  wear  Breeches  ! 

lighting 
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lighting  a  Fire  round  th-rir  Hammocks ;  the  Flame 
warming  them,  the  Smoke  driving  away  the  Muf- 
kitoes,  and  the  LJght  keeping  the  wikl  Beads  at  a 
Diftance  ;  but  thci  ■  Sleep  is  very  much  difturbed, 
by  their  being  obliged  to  watch  the  Fires,  in  order 
10  light  them  anew  whenever  they  go  out. 

They  have  no  fet  Tmies  with  regard  to  Eating  ; 
every  Hour  being  thought  a  Seafon  for  it,  in  all 
Places  where  they  meet  with  Vicluals.  As  their 
Food  is  grofs  and  infipid,  they  fcldom  eat  to  Ex- 
cefs  ;  but  then  they  make  up  for  it  by  drinking. 
They  have  found  the  Secret  to  make  a  very  ftrong 
Liquor,  with  certain  rottetl  Roots  ftecp'd  in  Wa- 
ter. This  Liquor  fuddles  diem  in  a  Ihort  Time, 
and  makes  them  furious.  'Tis  cliicfly  drunk  on 
their  Feflivals,  folcmnizM  in  flonour  of  their 
Gods.  They  meet,  to  the  Sound  of  certain  In- 
ilruments,  whofe  Noife  is  very  difagreeable,  under 
a  Kind  ot  Arbours  formed  of  Boughs  entwined  one 
in  the  other  •,  and  diere  they  dance  all  Day  long, 
in  a  confufed,  irregular  Manner  -,  and  drink  deeply 
of  the  intoxicating  Liquor  in  quellion.  Thcfc 
Feftivals  commonly  end  tragically  •,  they  clofing 
with  the  Death  of  many  of  thefe  mad  Wretches, 
and  with  other  Adions  unworthy  a  rational  Crea- 
ture. 

Tho'  they  are  fubjefl  to  almoft  perpetual  Infir- 
mities, they  yet  never  take  any  Thing  in  a  medi- 
cinal Way.  They  even  are  ignorant  of  the  Vir- 
tues of  certain  phyfical  Herbs,  which  Inftind  only 
teaches  Brutes,  for  the  Prefervation  of  their  Species. 
But  a  mod  deplorable  Circumftance  is,  they  are 
exceedingly  fkilful  in  the  Knowledge  of  venomous 
Herbs,  which  they  make  ufe  of,  on  every  Occafion, 
to  revenge  themfelves  of  their  Enemies.  They  poi- 
fpn  their  Arrows,  when  engaged  in  War  -,  and  this 
Poifon  is  fo  exceedingly  ihoiig,  that  tlie  flighted 
^Vounds  prove  mortal. 
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Tlie  only  Remedy  they  have  Rccourlc  to  in 
Sicknefs  is,  to  fentl  for  certain  InciiiUiters,  whom 
they  think  are  inveflecl  with  a  heahng  Power.  Thefe 
Quacks  go  to  the  Sick,  lay  fome  fiiperllitioiis  Pray- 
er over  them,  promife  to  fall  for  their  Cure,  and 
to  fmoke  a  certain  Number  of  Times  daily  ;  other- 
wile  they  fuck  the  difeafed  Parr,  (which  is  a  moll 
fignal  Favour)  and  then  go  away  j  but  n';t  till  they 
have  obtained  a  Promife,  of  being  liberally  rew:.rd- 
ed  for  every  Service  of  this  Kind. 

However,  this  Country  is  not  imfn'-tful  in  Re- 
medi'.-s  for  all  rhe  Difcafes  of  the  Inhabitants,  they 
poHening  a  great  Number,  and  thofe  (..cellent. 
Such  MilTionaries  as  have  endeavoured  to  difcover 
the  Simples  which  grow  there,  compofe,  with  the 
Bark  of  ccitain  Trees,  and  fome  other  Herbs,  an 
admirable  Antidote  againit  the  Bite  of  Serpents. 
"We  met,  upon  the  Mountains,  with  vaft  Quantities 
of  Ebony  and  GHaicicum\  as  likev/ife  with  wild 
Cinnamon,  and  another  Bark  vvhofe  Name  is  un- 
known. This  B.uk  is  excellent  for  the  Stomach, 
and  gives  immediate  Eaie  in  Pains  of  every  Kind. 

In  this  Country  are  likevvife  found  feveral  other 
Tree?,  *vhencc  Gums  and  aromatic  Spices  diftiJ, 
whicli  are  of  Service  in  dilTolving  the  Humours, 
and  in  warming  and  foftning ;  not  to  mention 
a  great  many  Simples,  known  in  Europe  but 
not  regarded  by  thefe  People  ;  fuch  as  the  famous 
Tree  which  produces  the  Jefuits  Bark  •,  and  a  Bark, 
or  Rind,  called  Ca[carilhiy  which  cures  Fevers  of 
every  Kind.  Tho*  the  Moxos  polTefs  all  thefe  ufeful 
Simples,  l^c.  they  yet  never  make  Ufe  of  'em. 

Nothing  is  a  greater  Indication  of  Stupidity,  than 
their  employing  certain  Things  which  they  imagine 
lerve  as  16  many  Ornaments,  tho'  they  really  make 
'em  uglier  than  they  are  naturally.  Son"-^  blacken 
Part  of  their  Faces,  and  daub  over  the  rtil  with  a 
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kind  of  red  Colour*.  Others  bore  a  Hole  in  their 
I/ips  and  Noflrils,  and  hang  to  them  various  Trin- 
kets, whuii  make  a  ridiculous  Figure.  Some  only 
cover  their  Duafls  with  a  Plate  of  Metal.  Others 
wind  round  thcmfelves  a  Girdle  of  Threads,  on 
which  are  II rung  fevcral  Glafs-beads,  intermixVl 
with  the  Teeth,  and  Pieces  of  the  Hides  of  thii 
wild  Beads  killed  by  them  in  Hunting.  Some 
hang  about  themfelves  the  Teeth  of  the  Men  they 
have  murder'd  •,  and  the  more  they  wear  of  thele 
Badges  of  their  Cruelty,  the  more  they  are  revered 
by  their  Countrymen.  The  lealt  iifjy  among  them 
are  thofe  who  cover  their  He.'ds,  their  Arms,  and 
Knees,  with  the  different  Fea  '^s  of  Birds,  which 
ihey  difpofe  in  :.x\  agreeable  Ivianner. 

The  only  Employments  of  the  Men  are  Hunt- 
ing and  Filhing,  or  the  making  Bows  and  Ar- 
rows •,  and  thofe  of  their  Women  is,  to  prepare 
the  Liquor  drunk  by  their  Hufbands,  and  to  look 
after  the  Children.  One  very  barbarous  Cullom  is, 
their  burying  young  Children,  in  cafe  the  Mother 
happens  to  diej  and  if  a  Woman  is  delivered  of 
Twins,  file  buries  one  of  'em,  and  gives  this  Rea- 
fon  for  it,  that  two  Children  cannot  be  well  brought 
up  together. 

All  thcfe  various  Nations  are  almoit  perpetually 
encat^ed  in  War.  Their  Manner  of  fio;htin<T  is 
quite  tumultuous ;  they  havmg  no  Leader,  and  not 
obferving  any  Difcipline.  A  fingle  Hour  or  two 
end  the  whole  Campaign.  The  vanquifhed  Party 
are  known  by   their  flying  away.     Thefe  become 

*  The  Women  of  Quality,  the  A£lrefles,  and  Curtezars,  in 
Paris,  plnillcr  their  Cheeks  with  red,  in  a  nioll  inelegant,  and 
even  fri'.j,htful  Manner,  which  ('tis  faid)  .hi.y  do  in  order  to  give 
the  greater  Lidlrc  to  thtir  Eyes.  This  is  a  very  fhocking  Sight 
to  Foreigners  :  AvA  I  was  told  ih^xX.  Qowvx  Mo 'it  I  jo  (the  late  ^/rt^///^ 
Embaflador  in  Zc.'.v/.v/)  being  n  k'd,  when  in  Paris,  how  he  iik'd 
thele   rubric  Ciiecks;  he    rcrlijJ,  tl 
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the  Slaves  of  fuch  as  take  'em  in  Battle,  who  fell  'erh 
for  a  Trifle  to  the  Nations  with  whom  they  trade. 

The  Moxos  obferve  but  little  or  no  Ceremony  at 
their  Burials.  The  Relations  of  the  deceafed  dig  a 
Grave ;  after  which,  they  accompany  the  Body  fi- 
lently,  or  with  Groans.  Having  laid  it  in  the 
Ground,  they  divide  among  themfelvcs  whatever 
the  Deceafed  left  behind  him,  which  is  always  of 
very  little  Value  ;  and  from  that  Inftant  he  is  blot- 
ted for  ever  from  their  Remembrance^ 

There  is  no  greater  Ceremony  in  their  Marriages, 
the  whole  confifting  in  this :  The  Parties  muft  firft 
obtain  the  Confent  of  their  refpedive  Parents  ;  and 
the  Bridegroom  mufl:  make  fome  Prefents  to  the 
Bride's  Father,  or  her  nearefl:  Relation.  The  Con- 
fent of  the  contrafting  Parties  is  confidered  as  no- 
thing. Another  Cuftom  eftablilhed  among  them  is, 
the  Hufband  is  obliged  to  follow  his  Wife  whither- 
foever  fhe  thinks  proper  to  go  and  refide. 

Tho*  they  admit  Polygamy,  they  feldom  have 
but  one  Wife,  their  indigent  Circumftances  not  per- 
'nitting  'em  to  maintain  more.  They  yet  confider 
Incontinence  in  a  Wife  as  an  enormous  Crime;  and 
any  one  of  'em  who  errs  this  Way,  is  looked  upon 
as  a  Prodi tute,  and  an  infamous  Creature,  and  fre- 
quently lofes  her  Life. 

All  thefe  Nations  are  utterly  ignorant  of  the  true 
God.  Some  of  'em  worfhip  the  Sun,  Moon,  and 
Stars ;  otliers  pay  Adoration  to  Rivers  •,  fome  wor- 
Ihip  an  invifible  Tygcr,  and  others  again  always 
carry  about  'cm  a  great  Number  of  fmall  Idols,  in  a 
ridiculous  Form  ;  but  none  of  'em  have  any  Doc- 
trine which  is  the  Objccl  of  their  Belief.  They 
fprnd  their  Lives  void  of  all  Hopes  with  regard  to 
any  future  Good  ;  and  if  they  perform  fome  Adl  of 
Religion,  'tis  not  from  a  Motive  of  Affedionj  but 
merely  irom  Fear,  by  which  only  they  are  aftuated. 
They  imagine  there  i?,  in  all  Things;,  a  Spirit,  who 
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IS  fometimes  angry  with  them,  and  fends  the  va- 
rious Evils  with  which  they  arc  affli6ted  5  and  for 
this  Reafon,  their  principal  Care  is  to  appeafe^  or 
not  to  offend,  this  fccret  Virtue,  which  according 
to  them  is  irrefiftible.  They  don't  leem  to  have 
any  outward,  or  folemn  Form  of  Worfhip  -,  and, 
among  this  great  Variety  of  Nations,  we  have  dif- 
covered  but  one  or  two  who  employ  a  kind  of  Sa- 
crifice. 

Neverthclefs,  the  Moxos  have  two  Sorts  of  Mi- 
nifters,  or  Prieft^  in  religious  Matters.  Some  of 
thefe  are  real  Inchanters*,  whofe  fole  Employment 
is  to  cure  the  Sick;  and  others  are  as  fo  many 
Priefts  whofe  Function  is  to  appeafe  the  Gods. 
The  former  are  not  raifed  to  this  Honour,  till  after 
having  failed  rigoroufly  a  whole  Year,  during  which 
they  abflain  from  Flefh  and  Fifh.  It  is  likewife 
neccffary  for  them  to  have  been  wounded,  and 
cfcaped  from  a  Tyger.  'Tis  then  they  are  rever'd 
as  Perfons  of  fingular  Virtue  *,  it  being  judged  that 
they  are  refpedled  and  favoured  by  the  invifible 
Tyger,  fince  he  protedted  'em  from  the  Attacks 
of  the  vifible  Tyger,  with  whom  they  fought. 

After  having  long  difcharged  this  Fundlion, 
they  then  are  raifed  to  the  higheft  Honours  of  the 
Priefthood  •,  but  to  render  themfelvcs  worthy  of  if, 
they  mud  faft  as  rigoroully  another  Year  ;  and  this 
Abftinence  muil  fhew  itielf  by  tlieir  pale,  meagre 
Faces.     Then  certain  Herbs,   of  a  very  fharp  and 

*  This  is  all  a  Jcfr.  I  fhall  only  obferve,  that  thefe  Indian 
Priefts  are  frequencly  callM  Conjurers  ;  and  Tome  Travellers  de- 
clare, that  the  Prieil  and  the  Conjurer  are  different  Employ- 
nients ;  but  it  is  certain  that  both,  on  iome  Occaficn?,  perform 
the  iame  rrlinious  Rites ;  both  pretend  to  Prophecy  ;  to  luive  aa 
abfolute  Command  over  the  Elenit-nf-,  is'c.  and  both  are  Phy- 
ficians  :  So  that  Vis  probable  the  kiv^e  i'cifon  is  both  the  Priel>, 
and  the  pretended  Conjurer.  As  to  il,c  fiiptrnatural  i'cwor  with 
whicli  tiiev  are  faid  to  be  invelled,  it  iniilt  be  rni.k'd  iimor'r  tiiC 
idle  S:Qrit'.=  relared  among  us  concerning-  '•'.  i/atd  ,    ^-"j-. 
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corroding  Nature,  being  fqueezed,  they  pour  the 
Juice  into  their  Eyes,  which  puts  'em  to  exquifitc 
Pain :  And  thus  they  become  a  kind  of  High- 
priefts.  They  pretend,  that  this  fliarpens  their 
Sight ;  whence  they  call  their  Priefts  ^iharogui^  iig- 
nifying  in  their  Language  more  clear-fighted. 

At  certain  Sealbns  of  the  Year,  and  particularly 
about  the  New  Moon,  thefe  Minifters  of  Satan  al- 
femble  the  People  on  fome  Hill,  at  a  little  Diitance 
from  the  Village.  All  the  People,  at  Day- break, 
walk  filently  towards  the  Hill  in  Queftion  •,  but  the 
Moment  they  are  arriv'd  at  it,  they  break  fuddenly 
into  the  moft  frightful  Cries,  hoping  thereby  to 
mollify  the  Hearts  of  their  Deities.  They  fpend 
this  whole  Day  in  fading,  and  in  making  confufcd 
Cries;  and  do  not  end  'em  till  Night  is  coming  on, 
when  they  perform  the  tollowing  Ceremonies. 

The  Priefts  begin  by  cutting  their  Hair,  which, 
among  thefe  Nations,  is  a  Token  of  great  Joy  ; 
and  by  covering  their  Bodies  with  different  Feathers, 
yellow  and  red.  I'hey  afterwards  caufe  large  Vafes 
to  be  brought,  in  which  they  pour  the  intoxicating 
Liquor,  prepared  for  the  Solemnity.  This  they 
receive,  by  way  of  Firll-fruits  offered  to  their  Dei- 
ties ;  when  quaffing  immoderately,  they  give  it  to 
all  the  People,  who,  after  their  Example,  drink  to 
Excefs.  The  whole  Night  is  fpent  in  carouzing  and 
dancing.  One  ot  'em  begins  the  Song,  when  all 
forming  a  large  Circle,  they  begin  to  jump  about  in 
a  Sort  of  Cadence,  and  throw  their  Heads  indo- 
lently from  Side  to  Side ;  maldng  at  the  fame 
Time  indecent  Motions  with  their  Bodies,  and  this 
is  all  their  dancing.  The  more  extravagant  and  ri- 
diculous a  Perfon  is  on  this  Occafion,  the  more  re- 
ligious he  is  thought.  To  conclude,  thefe  Rejoi- 
cings commonly  end,  as  was  before  obferved,  by 
Wounds,  or  wiih  the  Murder  of  many. 


They 
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They  have  fome  Knowledge  of  the  Immortaliiy 
nF  the  Soul  i  but  this  Light  is  lb  greatly  oblcured 
by  their  profound  Ignorance,  that  they  don*t  even 
guefs  that  there  are  any  Punifhments  to  fear,  or 
Rewards  to  hope  for,  when  this  Life  is  ended  ;  for 
which  Reafon,  they  fciem  to  have  very  little  Con- 
cern, as  to  what  may  bcfal  them  afccr  Death. 

All  thefe  Nations  are  diftingiiilhed  by  their  va- 
rious Languages,  which  are  thirty-nine  in  Number, 
and  have  no  Affinity  one  with  the  other. 

'Twas  with  the  Defign  of  winning  them  over  to 
Cbrift^  that  the  firft  Jefiiil  MilTionaries  built  a  Church 
at  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra  %  in  order  that  being  thus 
fettled  in  the  Confines  of  thefe  Heathen  Countries, 
they  might  take  the  firft  Opportunity  to  enter  them. 
Their  Endeavours  were  fruitlefs  for  near  an  hun- 
dred Years  -,  the  Glory  of  this  Undertaking  being 
referved  for  Father  Cyprian Baraze,which  I  fliall  here 
relate. 

Brother  del  Gajiillo,  who  lived  at  Santa  Cruz  de 
la  Sierra^  having  joined  fome  Spaniards  who  held  a 
Gorrefpondence  with  the  Indians^  advanced  a  confi- 
derable  Way  into  their  Country.  The  Sweetnefi 
of  his  Temper,  and  his  engaging  Carriage,  won  him 
the  AfFedlion  of  the  chief  Perfons  of  thefe  Nations, 
who  promifed  him  an  Abode  among  them.  Over- 
joy'd,  he  fet  out  for  Lima^  to  inform  his  Brethren 
of  the  Hopes  he  entertained  of  winning  over  thefe 
Barbarians  to  Chrift, 

Father  Baraze  had  long  befought  his  S^iperiors  to 
allot  him  the  moft  painful  Miflions;  and  at  laft  the 
new  Miflion  of  the  Moxos  fell  to  his  Share. 

Immediately,  this  fervent  Miffionary  fet  out,  with 
Brother  Gaflilh,  for  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra.  The 
Moment  of  their  Arrival  there,  they  embarked,  on 
the  River  Guapay,  in  a  fmall  Canoo,  made  by  the 
Heathens  of  the  Country,  who  ferved  them  as 
Guides.     They  did  not  arrive  among  the  Moxos 
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till  after  failing,  with  great  Trouble  and  Fatigue^ 
for  twelve  Days  i  during  which  they  were  frequently 
in  Danger  of  lofing  their  Lives.  The  Sweetnefs 
and  Modefty  of  this  apoftohcal  Father,  and  fome 
inconfiderable  Prcfcnts  he  made  the  Indians ^oi  Fi(h- 
Hooks,  Needles,  Glals  Beads,  and  fuch  like,  made 
'cm  bear,  infenfibly,  with  his  Prefence. 

During  the  firft  four  Years  that  he  refided  among 
them,  he  fuffcrVi  greatly,  either  from  the  Incle- 
mency of  the  Air  which  he  breath'd  in  this  new 
Climate  *,  from  the  frequent  Inundations,  attended 
with  almoft  perpetual  Rains ;  or  from  the  Intenfenefs 
of  the  Cold  *,  to  which  we  may  add,  the  Difficulties 
he  found  in  learning  the  Language :  For,  befides 
his  having  no  Mailer  or  Interpreter,  the  People 
were  fo  profoundly  ignorant,  that  they  cou'd  not 
even  name  or  fignify  any  Thing  to  him,  which  he 
endeavour 'd  to  explain  to  them  by  Signs.  Not  to 
mention  the  Difl:ance  of  the  leveral  Settlements  or 
Villages  he  was  obliged  to  vifit  on  Foot,  fometimcs 
thro*  Fens  lying  almoft  under  Water;  and,  at 
other  Times,  thro*  Lands  fcorched  with  Heat ; 
and  ever  in  Danger  of  being  facrificed  to  the  Fury 
of  Barbarians^  who,  at  his  coming  up  to  'em,  ftood 
armi;d  with  Bows  and  Arrows ;  and  were  reflraincd 
only  by  that  Air  of  Tcnderncfs  which  appeared  in 
his  whole  Countenance.  Thefe  Inconveniencics, 
joined  to  a  Quartan  Ague  he  had  been  afflidted  with 
ever  fince  his  coming  into  this  Country,  had 
brought  him  fo  very  low,  that  he  had  no  Hopes  of 
ever  recovering,  except  by  Change  of  Air.  For 
this  Realon,  he  refoived  to  return  to  Santa  Cruz  de 
la  Sierra^  where  he  foon  was  re-tored  to  his  formt/r 
SLrength. 

'1  ho'  he  was  abfenr,  in  Perfon,  from  his  dear  In- 
<V^?;;j,  they  yet  v/cre  ever  prefent  to  his  Mind.  He 
was  pcrpeiually  rcficding  on  what  Methods  he  might 
tmp  oy    to  civilize  'em,  it  being  neceflary  that  he 
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flioiiM  firft  make  'em  Men  *,  before  they  cou'd  be 
Cbrijlians, 

In 

•  Montaigne  would  not  have  approved  of  ihefe  Refinements^ 
but  have  concluded  that  the  ^Kro/e^/^/  would  only  make  *em  un- 
happy, as  (I  am  afraid)  is  too  often  the  Cafe.  The  frank  Author 
abovemention'd,  after  relating  the  Manners  of  Jome  wild  IVeJI' 
/ff<//<i»  J,  proceeds  (p.  i6o.)  thus.  '*  Methinks  there  is  nothing  la  - 
•'  barous  and  lavage  in  all  this,  except  that  every  Man  caila 
**  that  barbarous  which  does  not  fuic  his  own  Culloms ;  and  in- 
•*  deed  we  have  no  ether  Standard  of  Reafon  and  Truth,  but 
the  Example  and  Idea  of  the  Opinions  and  Ufages  which, 
prevail  in  our  own  Country.  Therein  is  always  perfefl  Re- 
ligion, perfect  Polity,  and  a  peifedl  and  mod  accompliIh*d 
Ufe  of  all  Things.  The  Indians  in  Queftion  are  wild  and 
favage,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  we  call  thofe  Fruits  favage 
which  Nature  herfelf  produces  in  herufual  Way  ;  whereas  fuch 
as  we  have  changed  by  Art,  and  turn'd  out  of  .the  common 
Order, ought  rather  to  becallM  fo.  In  the  fcrmcr,the  vigorous^ 
the  true,the  moil  ufeful  and  mcft  natural  Virtues  and  Properties 
are  found  lively  and  vigorous ;  and  we  have  only  made  'em 
degenerate  by  accommodating  them  to  the  Gull  of  our  vi> 
tiated  Palates  ;  notwiihilanding  which,  we  yet  think  the 
Taile  of  many  of  thefe  fpontaneous  Fi  uits  preferable  to  our 
own.  It  is  not  juft  that  Art  ihou'd  be  allow'd  the  Superiority 
and  Point  of  Honour  over  our  mighty  and  powerful  Mother, 
•^  Nature,  We  have  fo  often  chang'd  the  Beauty  and  Richnefg 
*•  of  her  Works,  by  our  Inventions,  that  we  have  quite  choak'd 
**  her.  Neverthelefs,  wherever  her  Purity  flnnes  forth,  tliis 
'*  quite  eclipfes  all  our  vain  and  frivolous  Endeavours. 
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Et  fveniunt  heder<e  fponte  ftia  melius : 
•*  Surgit  i^  in  Jolii  forn.cjhr  arbutus  antn's, 
*l  Et  <va!ucres  tuifla  dutcius  arte  caimnt. 

The  Sen fe  is; 
More  beautiful  th'uncukui'd  Ivy  grows  : 
In  the  Jone  Cave  the  Wilding  lo/elier  ilioots } 
And  fweeter  iing  the  Ijird:,  untaught  by  At£. 

•'  Our  utmoft  EfFjrts  cannot  attain  fo  far  as  to  rcprefcnt  the 
*'  Neft  of  the  fmallefl  Bird  ;  i»3  Contexture,  its  Beauty  and 
Ufe  I  nor  even  the  mean  Spidej'i  Web.  Ail  Things, fays  Flato^ 
are  produc'd  by  Nature,  Fortune,  or  Art.  The  grearell  and 
mod  beautiful  by  one  of  the  two  torwer ;  the  lead  and  moll  iin* 
•'  perfeft  by  the  lall.  The  Nations  in  Qijellion,  thercii;re,  T'cm 
barbarous  to  me  only,  bccaufe  their  Mmd^  arc  bui  f-iintly  tn- 
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In  this  View  he,  prefently  after  his  Recovery, 
fcLt  for  fome  Weaver's  Tools,  and  IcarnM  to  make 
linen  Cloth,  in  order  aftcrv  irds  to  teach  this  Art 
to  Ibme  Indians^  who  might  weave  Cotton  Gar- 
ments, to  cover  fuch  as  fliouM  be  admitted  to  Bap- 
tifm,  tJiefe  Heathens  going  almoft  naked. 

However,  the  Tranquility  and  Repofe  he  enjoyed 
in  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra^  was  not  of  long  Duration. 
The  Governor  of  the  City,  judging  this  a  proper 
S^afon  for  converting  the  Cbiriguanes,  engaged  the 
Superiors  to  fend  Father  Cyprian  among  *em.  Thefe 
Indians  live  fcattered  up  and  down  that  Country, 
and  are  divided  into  various  Hamlets,  like  the 
Moxos.  Their  Cuftoms  are  the  fame,  except  that 
we  meet  with  fome  Form  of  Government  among 
them  i  whence  the  Miflionary  concluded,  that  they 


fiiion'd,  and  flill  preferve  a  great  deal  of  their  native  Simpli- 
city. The  Laws  of  Nature  itill  command  over  'em  ;  and 
tl.ey  are  but  little  vitiated  by  ours »  but  their  Laws  are  fo 
pure,  that  I  am  fometimes  forry  they  were  not  known  fooner, 
at  a  Time  when  Men  liv'd  who  would  have  form'd  a  better 
Judgment  of  them  than  we  are  able  to  do.  I  am  vex'd  that 
Lycurgiii  and  Plato  were  not  acquainted  wi.h  them  ;  for  nie- 
thinics  all  that  Experience  has  fhewn  us  in  thefe  NationF,  fur- 
pajfes  not  only  the  feveral  poetical  Deforiptions  of  the  Golden 
Age,  and  a;l  the  Inventions  of  the  Poets  with  regard  to  the 
Felicity  of  Man  ;  but  likewife  the  Conception  and  even  D(  - 
fire  of  Philofophy.  Thofe  Writers  couM  not  feign  fo  pure  a 
Simplicity  as  that  which  Experience  fliews  us ;  nor  could  ima- 
gine, that  Societies  might  be  fupported  with  fo  little  Art. 
'  ris  a  Nation  (fays  Plato)  in  which  there  is  no  Traf 
fie  of  any  Kind,  no  Knowledge  of  Letters,  or  of  Num- 
bers; no  Mag;ftrates  or  political  Superiority  ;  no  Ufe  of  Ser- 
vices, of  Riches  or  Poverty  ;  no  Contrails,  no  Inheritances ; 
no  Partitions,  no  Employments,  but  fuch  ssare  of  an  indolent 
Kinds  no  Relped  of  Kindred  but  what  extends  to  ail;  no 
Clothe.-,  no  Agriculture,  no  Metal,  nor  any  Ufe  of  Wine- 
or  Corn  :  Even  the  Words  implying  Lying,  Treachery,  Dif 
fimulation.  Avarice,  Envy,  Detradion,  and  Pardon*  arc 
unknown.  How  widely  wou'd  he  find  the  Commonwealth 
imag'd  by  him  diltant  from  this  Perfedion  which  Nature  alone 
gives  r" 
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wouM  be  more  tracflable  than  the  Moxos.  Thcfe 
Hopes  lefleneil  the  Relik^tance  he  had  to  fpend  his 
Time  in  acquiring  rhtir  Language*,  fothat,  in  a  few 
Months,  he  k'arnt  enoiigli  to  make  himfelf  un- 
derllood,  and  to  begin  his  Inftrudions -,  but  the 
unworthy  Manner  in  which  they  received  the 
blefTed  Word  he  preached  to  them,  obliged  him 
to  abandon  this  corrupt  People.  His  Superiors  in- 
dulged him  the  Permifllon  he  defired,  of  returning 
to  the  Moxos^  who,  compared  to  the  Chiriguanes^ 
feemed  much  nearer  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

And,  indeed,  he  found  *em  more  governable 
than  before,  fo  that  he  won  entirely,  by  infenfible 
Degrees,  cheir  Confidence.  They  at  lail  had  a  juft 
Idea  of  the  Errors  in  which  they  had  hitherto  liv'd ; 
whereupon,  fix  hundred  of  'em  aflTembled  to  live 
under  the  Diredlion  of  the  Mifilonary,  who,  after 
eight  Years  and  a  Half's  Toil,  had  the  Con  re- 
lation to  fee  a  Settlement  of  fervent  Chriftians^  to 
which  he  gave  the  Name  of  the  Miflion  of  our 
Lady  of  Loretto^  eftabliihed  wholly  by  his  Care. 

Father  Cyprian  fpent  five  Years  in  cultivating  and 
increafing  this  new  Chrijlian  Settlement.  It  now 
confifted  of  above  two  thoufand  Converts,  when  lie 
received  a  frefh  Supply  of  MifTionarics,  who  came 
very  feafonably  to  aid  the  holy  Man,  in  the  Defi[;ri 
he  had  formed,  of  carrying  the  Light  of  the  Goi- 
pel  thro'  the  whole  Extent  of  thele  idolatrous  Re- 
gions. He  immediately  left  to  his  Brethren  the 
Care  of  his  Church,  in  order  to  go  in  qucfl:  of 
other  Nations,  to  whom  he  might  preach  Cbrijl^^ 
Kingdom. 

He  firft  fixed  his  Abode  in  a  diflant  Country, 
whofe  Inhabitants  feemed  loft  to  all  Senfitions  of 
Humaniry  or  Religion.  Thefe  are  Ipread  over  the 
whole  Country,  and  divided  into  a  numberlefs  Mul- 
titude of  Huts,  at  a  great  Di fiance  one  from  the 
other.     The   little  Corrclpondence  in  which  thefe 
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Families,  thus  difperrcd,  live,  has  given  Rife  to  an 
Averfion,  ib  very  ftrong,  that  it  proves  an  infiiN 
mountable  Obftaclc,  "with  regard  to  their  Reconci- 
liation. 

However,  Father  Cyprian"*^  I,ove  and  Ciiarity 
were  lo  ingenious,  that  they  enabled  him  to  tri- 
umph over  all  thefe  DifHculties.  Refiding  with 
one  of  thefe  ludiaus^  he  thence  vifited  all  the  adja- 
cent Huts.  lie  ingratiated  himfclf,  infenfibly,  into 
their  Favour,  by  his  gentle  and  engaging  Carriage  i 
and  at  lafl:  won  their  Efteem  for  the  Precepts 
cf  the  Gofpel,  much  lefs  by  the  Force  of  Argu- 
ments, of  which  they  are  totally  incapable,  than  by 
a  certain  Air  of  Kindnefs  wherewith  he  enforced  all 
his  Difcourfes.  He  wou'd  feat  himfelf  on  the 
Ground  to  converfe  with  them-,  wou'd  imitate 
their  lead  Motions,  and  their  moft  ridiculous  Ge- 
Itures,  by  which  they  cxprefs  their  various  Af- 
fections. He  would  fleep  in  the  rnidft  of  'em,  ex- 
pofed  to  all  the  Inclemencies  of  the  Weather ;  and 
without  regarding  the  Stings  of  the  Moskitoes.  I'ho' 
thefe  Heathers  cat  in  fo  diliafteful  a  Manner,  he  yet 
always  took  his  Meals  with  'em.  Finally,  he 
made  himfelf  a  Barharimi  with  thefe  Barbarians^ 
the  eafier  to  lead  'em  into  the  Paths  of  Sal- 
vation. 

The  Care  the  Miffionary  took  to  apply  himfelf 
a  little  to  Fhyfic  and  Surgery,  was  another  Expe- 
dient^ employed  by  him  to  win  the  Efteem  and 
Affedion  oi  thefe  Nations.  When  any  of  'em 
fell  fick,  'twas  he  prcpai'd  their  Medicines,  wafii'd 
and  drel's'd  their  Wounds,  and  cleaned  their  Huts ; 
which  fcveral  Things  he  performed  with  fuch  an 
Air  of  Chearfulnefs  and  AfFedion,  as  charmed 
them.  Eilecm  and  Gratitude  foon  engaged  'em  to 
comply  v/ith  all  his  Dcfires ;  and  they  quitted, 
without  Hegr-t,  their  ftrll  Habitations,  v/holly  for 
th?  Sake  oi  following  him.     Thus  having,  in  lels 
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than  a  Year,  got  together  bovc  two  thoufand  of 
'cm,  they  formed  a  huge  Town,  and  'twas  called 
the  Blc£ed7riniy. 

Father  Cyprian  fp  -nt  his  whole  Time  in  inftruft- 
ing  them  in  the  d.rijlidn  Fairh.  As  he  pofleired 
the  Talent  of  making  himfelf  clear  and  intelligible 
to  the  meaneft  Capacities,  the  Perfpicuity  with  which 
he  unfolded  the  moll  abltrufc  Articles  and  Mylle- 
ries  of  our  Religion,  loon  enabled  *cm  to  be  rege- 
nerated by  the  Waters  of  Baptifm.  Upon  their 
turning  Chrijiians^  they  feemed  to  be  other  Men ; 
they  now  had  oppofite  Manners,  pradiccd  different 
Culloms,  and  fubmined  voluntarily  to  the  mod  fe- 
vcre  Precepts  of  Religion. 

Thefe  Nations  having  thus  yielded  to  Chnjl*s 
Yoke,  the  MifTionary  juvlged  it  proper  to  eftablilli 
a  Form  of  Government  among  'em  ;  there  being, 
otherwife,  great  Rcaibn  to  fear,  that  the  indepen- 
dant  State  they  were  born  in,  would  plunge  *em 
into  the  Irregularities  they  were  Slaves  to  before 
their  Converfion.  For  this  Purpofe,  he  feledted 
fuch  among  them  as  were  the  moft  remarkable  for 
their  Wifdom  and  Valour;  and  thefj  he  appointed 
Captains,  Htrads  of  Families,  Confuls  *,  and  other 
Mini  Hers  of  Juftice,  to  govern  the  reft  of  the 
People*  Thefe  Men,  who  before  had  refufed  Sub- 
jedlion  of  every  Kind,  now  obeyed  new  Poweri 
willingly  •,  and  fubmitced,  without  Reluctance,  to 
the  feverefl:  Puniflimcnts  inflidled  on  them  for  their 
Faults. 

Father  Cyprian  did  not  (lop  here.  As  the  Arfs 
might  contribute  greatly  to  the  Defign  he  enter- 
tained of  civilizing  this  People,  he  found  the  Secret 

*  The  Relation  this  Fatlier  has  g'ven  us  of  the  Fgnorance 
and  Untradlablencfs  ci*  thefe  Mcxos ;  ami  his  talking  atterwarJs 
of  €ilablilhing  Confuls  among  them,  founds  whimficaliy,  when 
we  conlider  how  polite  the  People  were  who  were  firli  jjnein'd 
by  Magiilratea  fo  call'd. 
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to  inftrudl  'em  in  fiicli  as  are  nrioft  nc^cflary  ;  To 
that  there  were  foon,  among  thtm.  Plough nricn, 
Carpenters,  Weavers,  and  others,  whom  it  were 
needlefs  to  mention. 

But  the  CircumHanre  to  which  this  holy  Man  at- 
tended mol^  wa*^,  how  to  procure  the  ncceflary 
Food  for  this  People,  whofe  Number  increafed 
daily.  He  Juflly  fearM,  that  as  the  Barrcnnefs  of 
the  Country  wouM  force  his  new  Converts  toabfent 
tliemfelves,  at  Times,  from  the  Colony,  to  go  and 
feek  for  Piovifions  on  the  adjacent  Mountains,  they 
wou'd  infenfibly  forget  the  reli[^ious  Principles  he 
had  fo  carefully  inllilled  into  them.  Farther,  he 
confidered  that  fome  of  the  Mifllonaries  who  might 
afterwards  come  and  labour  in  this  wide-extended 
Vineyard,  would  not  be  endued  with  Strength  equal 
to  their  Zeal ;  and  that  many  of  them  wou'd  fink 
under  the  Burden  of  tlieir  Toils,  in  cafe  they  fed 
upon  nothing  but  infipid  Roots.  In  this  View,  he 
endeavoured  to  (lock  the  Country  with  Oxen  and 
Cows,  which  are  the  only  Cattle  that  can  live  and 
multiply  there.  The  Father  was  obliged  to  go  at 
a  great  Diilancc,  and  thro'  bad  Ways,  to  fetch  'em  •, 
but  thefe  Difriculties  were  no  Obftacle  to  him.  Con- 
fiding in  the  Almighty,  he  fet  out  for  Santa  Cruz 
4e  la  Sierra.  He  got  together  two  hundred  of  thofe 
Beafts,  when  defiring  fome  Indians  to  aflift  him  ia 
driving  'em,  he  climbed  Mountains,  and  crofTed 
Kivcrsi  always  driving  before  him  this  numerous 
Herd  of  Cattle,  who  endeavoured  every  Moment^ 
to  return  to  the  Place  whence  they  were  brought. 
He  was  foon  abandoned  by  mod  of  the  Indians  his 
Fcllowers,  whofe  Strength  and  Courage  failed  'em  ^ 
bit  the  Father,  without  being  difheartned,  ftill 
drove  the  FFrd  before  him  ;  and  was  fometimes  in 
the  Mud  up  to  the  Knees,  and  inceflTantly  expofed, 
either  to  the  being  murdered  by  Barbarians^  or  de- 
voured   by  wild  B^iafls.     In  fine,  after  a  painfu], 
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Journey  of  fifty-toiir  Days,  he  arrived  at  his  dear 
Miffion,  with  P.irt  oF  the  Herd  brought  hy  him 
from  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra.  Wnxwcn  was  [ileafcd 
to  hl(rls  his  charitable  Dcfi::*;!!.  This  rmall  1  Icrd 
multiply'd  (ii  fait  in  a  few  Years,  that  ilicre  are 
now  levcral  of  thofe  Beafls  in  tliis  Country ;  and 
many  more  than  are  nccefTary  for  the  Subfiilancc  of 
the  Chriftian  Settlements. 

Alter  having  thus  provided  for  the  Wants  of  his 
dear  Converts,  there  remained  no  other  Work  ex- 
cept that  of  raifing  a  Temjile  to  Chrift ;  it  being  a 
great  Trouble  to  him,  to  fee  the  holy  Myfteries  fo- 
Icmnized  in  a  mean  I  hit,  which  had  nothing  of  a 
Church  except  the  Name.  But  to  execute  this  Dc- 
fign,  he  himfclf  was  forced  to  put  his  Hand  to  the 
Work,  and  teach  his  Indians  the  Way  of  raifing 
fuch  an  Edifice.  Accordingly,  he  fent  for  fevcral, 
fome  of  whom  he  ordered  to  fell  the  Timber,  and 
others  he  taught  to  burn  the  Earth,  and  make 
Bricks,  whillt  others  made  Mortar.  At  laft,  after 
employing  fbmc  Months  at  this  Building,  he  had 
the  Confolation  to  fee  it  finillied. 

Some  Years  after,  the  Church  not  being  fpacious 
enough  to  hold  the  Multitude  of  Converts,  he 
built  another  much  larger,  and  in  a  better  Tafl:e. 
A  furprizing  Circumftance  i?,  this  new  Fabrick  was 
la'l'eci,  like  the  former,  without  any  of  the  Tools 
and  Inllrumcnts  necefHiry  for  the  building  fuch 
Edifices-,  and  having  no  other  Architect  except 
himfelf,  to  prefide  over  the  whole.  The  Heathens 
flock'd  from  all  Parts  to  behold  this  Wonder. 
They  were  flruck  with  AcRniration  at  the  Sight  ; 
and  judg'd,  from  the  Majefty  of  the  Temple,  of 
the  Gr.watnels  of  the  Deity  worfhipped  in  it.  Father 
C'prian  performed  the  Dedication  of  it  with  great 
Solemnity. 

Thefe  two  confiderable  Colonics  being  fettled, 
Faih.^r  Cyprian  now  devoted  his  who'e  Attention 
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to  other  Nations.  He  knew,  by  the  Informations 
given  him,  that,  in  advancing  farther  eaftward,  a 
Nation  liv*d  who  were  confiderable  on  Account  of 
their  Numbers.  For  this  Realbn  he  fet  out  in  order 
to  difcover  it  ;  when  travelHng  fix  Days  without 
meeting  with  any  human  Footfteps,  he  arriv'd,  the 
feventh,  at  a  Nation  call'd  the  Coferemonians,  In 
order  to  convert  'cm,  he  employM  the  fame  Me- 
thods he  had  already  found  fo  luccefsful,  for  fettling 
Habitations  among  the  Moxos  •,  and  won  'em  over, 
very  happily, in  fofhortaTime,that  the  Mifllonaries 
who  fuccefded  thefe,  eafily  prcvail'd  upon  thofe  In- 
dians ro  leave  their  Dwelling,  and  remove  to  a  Place 
thirty  Leagues  from  the  Place  in  Queftion,and  there 
clbblifh  a  conficerable  Settlement  call'd  St,  Xavier. 

'Twas  not  long  before  the  holy  Man,  who  ftill 
advanc'd  further  up  the  Country,  difcover'd  another 
Nation.  After  travelling  fome  Days,  he  found 
himfelf  amidfl:  a  People  call'd  the  Cirionians,  The 
Inftant  thcfe  Barbarians  perceiv*d  the  Father,  they 
took  up  their  Arrows,  and  prcpar'd  to  Ihoot  both 
at  him  and  at  the  Converts  in  his  Company  *,  but 
Father  Cyprian  advancM  up  to  'em  with  fo  kind  an 
Afpeft,  that  their  Arrows  dropt  from  their  Hands. 
He  made  fome  Stay  with  them ;  and,  by  vifiting 
their  various  Settlements,  difcover'd  another  Na- 
tion, call'd  the  Guarayans,  Thefe  People  have 
made  thcmfelves  formidable  to  all  the  other  Nations, 
by  their  native  Fiercenefs,  and  the  barbarous  Cuftom 
they  have  of  eating  Man's  Flelh  *.     Thefe  Hea* 

thens 

*  The  Opinion,  with  regard  to  Canihals,  Men  who  feed  upon 
their  own  Species,  is  of  late  exploded  (very  jultly,  I  am  perfua- 
ded)  by  all  Tnivellers  of  good  Serie.  Among  other  Writers 
who  have  endeavoured  to  fct  this  Matier  in  a  true  .Light,  is  Mr. 


**  the  hig'elt  R.'proach  againil  human  Nature,  as  well  as  the 

*'  Creator. 
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thens  purfue  Men  in  much  the  fame  Manner  as  we 
hunt  wild  Beads,     They  take  'em  alive,  whenever 

they 


«( 


(( 


•« 


Creator.     My  Aim,  therefore,  has  been  to  fhcw,  in  the  bell 
Manner  I  cou'd,  that  the  Accufation  has,  on  all  Occafions, 
probably  proceeded   from  Fear  in  fome,  to  magnify  the  Mi- 
racle of  efcaping  from  an  inhofpitable  and  ftrange  Country  ; 
and,  in  others,  ^om  a  Defign  to  jurtify  Difpoflellion  ;  and  to 
arm  Colonies  with  Union  and  Courage  againfl  the  fuppofed 
Enemies  of  Mankind.     Conqueft  and  CrueJty,  by  this  Means, 
are  carried  on  with  Pleafure  by  the  common  People ;  wiio 
are  ptrfuaded  they  are  only  fubduing  brutal  Nature,  and  ex- 
changing, for  their  mutual  Good,  fpiritual  for  temporal  Inhe- 
ritances.    This  {leproach  of  Men  devouring  others,  may  have 
been  fix'd,  by  defignirgPerfons,  to  alleviate  fome  bale  or  vil- 
lainous Aftions  of  their  own,  that  cou'd  not  be  excufed  any 
otherwife.     And  on  this  Occafion  I  would  ask  the  difcerning 
Part  of  our  Traders,  acquainted  with  Guinea^  whether  they 
do  not  believe  that  what  we  arc  told  concerning  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  Cape  St.  Marfs,  Cape  MoMft  Montzerado,  D>e^j;i/i, 
and  Callabart  downright  Falfities,  and  thefe  very  impolitic  ; 
the  multiplying  of  Places,  like  Plots,  in  a  great  Meafure  de- 
flroying  the  Ufe  of  th-m. ...     At  the  Catibhces^  again,  it  is 
full   as   prepofterous ;  for  on  thofe  fmall  lllands,  had  their 
Women  bred  like  Rabbits,they  mull  have  been  defolated  long 
before  the  Arrival  of  the  Europeans ;  unlefs  we  can  fuppoie 
that  they  eat  human  Flefh  only  on  their  Feaft-days ;  or  that 
they  commenc'd  Mongers  jull  upon  our  Difcovery  of  them.... 
Thefe  ConfideratiJns,  with  the  Europeans  neglefting  to  charge 
the   Eaji-Indians  thus,  who  have  more  Power  than  the  fimple 
Americans  or  Negroes   to  refent  fuch   an  Indignity  and  Re- 
proach, makes  me  disbelieve  the  whole  of  what  1  have  hi- 
therto heard  on  this  Subjeft  ;  and  fo  conclude,  that  the  true 
Antbropolhagi  are  only  the  various  Infeds  infefting  us  in  dif- 
ferent  Countries.     The  pediculofe   Kind  do  not  live  in  hoc 
Countries;  inllead  of  which,  they   are  aflaulted  with  a  ra- 
venous Fly  call'd   Mubkito  ;  Legions  that  live  wild  in  the 
Woods,  who  take  every  Opportunity  of  feizing  human  Flcfli, 
like  fo  many  Lions."     Mr.  Atkbts  afterwards  takes  Occafion, 
p.  122,  ^c.  ot  his  Voyage,  to  explode  this  Opinion,  with  regard 
to  Canibals,  on  Captain  S»elgr^-vti  declaring  th;U  tiie  Dahotnes 
(a  People   o^ /Africa)  are  Man-caters ;  and  that  he  himfelf  faw 
iirvcral  Perfons  butchci'd  alive,  by  way  of  Sacrifice.     Mr.  Atkins 
obltrvcs,  (after  quoting  a  yle  fanti-'alTage  from  Gu!}i-.C)\  Travels) 
that  he 

vellous ;    but   that 
Captain  rclaieii, 
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tiicy  have  an  Opportunity  for  fo  doing  ;  and  mur- 
der 'em  one  after  another  whenever  they  are  hungry. 

They 

**  cafes  thus  facrific'd,  (being  upwards  of  400)  among  the  Peo* 
pie  in  the  Night ;  and  that  they  had  boil'd  and  fed  on  them 
as  holy  Food  ;  the  Heads  being  for  the  King,  the  Blood  for 
theFetifhfr,or  Pried;  and  the  Bodies  for  the  common  People." 
Our  Author,  among  other  good  Reafons  which  he  gives  to  inva- 
lidate the  Ojpinion  with  rcfpedt  to  Man-eaters,  has  the  following  : 
••    i  his  Man-tating  (the  Story  mention'd  in  Captain  Snelgia-ve\ 
m:ght  therefore  be  probably  an  Impofition  on  the  Credulity  of 
the  Wnites  ;  and  as  fome  of  the  Blacks  are  perfuaded,  that 
tht  y  are  bought  by  us  to  fatten  and  cat,  thefe  two  Suppofi- 
tiO.u,  in  my  Opinion,  are  equally  ill-grounded.     But  theirs, 
it  any,  is   better ;  for  the  next  Cruelty  to  buying  of  humaa 
**  Flelh,  one  wou'd  conclude  to  be  that  of  eating  it ;  this  Opi- 
"  nion  might  be  the  more  natural  in  the  Negroes,  as  they  can- 
•'  not  conceive   how  their  Labour  can  Le  fo  much  wanted,  as 
**  they  ihemfelves  require  {o  little  for  their  own  Support."     Mr. 
Atkins  proceeds  thus  :    *•  Some  Places  on  the  Coaft,  which  were 
**  reported  to  he  inhabited  by  Men-eaters,  are  much  doubted, 
if  not  contradicted,  by  the  latefi:  Accounts.     At  Loango  the 
People  are  found  endu'd  with  better  Manners,  and  mi.x'd  with, 
Pertugueze.     At  Cape  St.  Marys,  the  Ihrboard  Entrance  of 
the  River  Gambia^  the  Inhabitants,  tho*  generally  reported  to 
be  Men-eaterr.,  were  found,  by  our  Boat's  Crew,   as  civihVd 
as  any  People  in  tlie  whole  Coail,  tho'  the  Smallnefs  of  the 
**  Number  of  our  People  might  have  made  'em  an  eafy  Prey. 
**  To  this  wc  may  add,  that  all  'Negro-land,  by  the  Obferva- 
tions  I  cou*d  make,  are  very  abftemious  of  Flefh,  in  Compa- 
rifon  to  us ;  they  have  very  few  tame  Creatures  (Kids,  Sheep, 
Kine,   ^r.)  among   them  ;  their  Country  is  moftly  Woods, 
clear'd  away  a  little  at  their  Cooms,  to  fow  as  much  Indian 
Corn  and  Rice  as  they  imagine  will  ferve  them  ;  and  thefe, 
with   Bananas,  Plantanes,   Palm-nuts.  Pine-apples  ;  and  now 
••  and  then  a  little  ftinking  Fifh,  or  a  Fowl,  is  their  chief  Diet." 
Another  Reafon  urg'd   by   our  Author  is  thi?:     **  /*i  Slave- 
•*  cargoes  are  a  Compound  of  different  Nations,  it  is  more  than 
probable,  that  they  are  a  Mixture  of  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe 
fuppofed  Men  eating  Countries  j  and  therefore,  on  their  rifing 
and  murthering  a  Ship's  Company,  they  woii'd,  before  now, 
h.ive  fliewn  us  a   Precedent,  efpc^cialiy  fiich  as  believ'd  the 
Whites  intended  to  cat  them.     Farther,    Men,    in  this  horrid 
rradice,would,with  the  ci  "tinguiftiing  Chat  ai^erifcic  of  Reafon 
about  them, be  more  brutal  than  any  Part  of  the  Creation  ;  no 
Creatures  of  the  greateft  Ferocity  preyii  g  on  their  own  Spe- 
c.es.     Laltly  ;  It  fuch  a  Cuftom  was  taken  up  by  thefe  fup- 
pofed  Canila/s,    to  intimidate  their  Neighbours,  and  faci- 
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They  have  no  fix'd  Places  of  Abode,  and  give  this 
Reafon  for  it,  that  they  are  perpetually  terrified 
with  the  fad  Cries  of  the  Souls  whofe  Bodies  they 
devoured.  Thus  wandring  up  and  down,  they 
fpread  Terror  whitherfoever  they  come. 

Father  Cyprian  met  with  a  few  of  thefe  Barbarians 
in  his  Way,  when  the  Converts  perceiving,  by  their 
Language,  that  they  belonged  to  a  Nation  who  were 
at  Enmity  with  all  others,  prepared  to  kill  'em  ; 
and  wou'd  certainly  have  perpetrated  their  Delign, 
had  they  not  been  check'd  by  the  Miflionary,  who 
reprefented  that  altho'  thefe  Men  really  deferv'd  to 
attone,  by  their  Death,  for  the  many  Cruelties  they 
exercifed  continually  *,  yet  that  Revenge  did  not  fuic 

«*  litate  Conquafts,  the  Praftice  wou'd  be  more  public  ;  not  m 
•*  the  Night  but  in  the  Day-time,  and  that  openly ;  Cuftom, 
**  in  any  People,  familiarizing  all  Barbarities ;  and  the  more  fo, 
*•  when  any  inlerelt  is  propofed  by  it."     Mr.  Ji/^ini  obferves, 
that  whereas  it  is  nfferted  in  Captain  Snefgravt't  Relation,  that 
one  Mr.  More  fa'w  human  flefh  fold  at  Dahome'j'-w/jr/f/?/  j  pof- 
iibly  (fays  Mr.  Aikim*)  this  n  i^jht  be  theFlefli  of  A'lonkies.whofe 
Hands  and  Faces  bear  an  awkward  Refemblance  to  that  of  the 
Mcors.     He  had  before  faid,  p.  123,  124;    "I  am  prejudiced 
*'  indeed  againll  the  Opinion   of  Canibals ;   and  very  much 
**  doubt  whether  there  be  any  fuch  Men  upon  the  Earth,  uniefs 
*'  provok*d  by  Famine,  as  has  unfortunately  happen'd  in  Voy- 
*•  ages.     Or  poflibly,  among  Savages,  fmgle   Inftances  may 
**  have  been  given,  as  their  Way  to  exprefs  an  inveterate  Malice 
"  againft    a  particular  Enemy,    and    in  terrorentt   or  to  c(  - 
**  ment  fome  very  wicked  Men,  by  a  Bond  of  Secrecy :  But 
**  that   there   {hou'd   be  a  common  Prafticeof  it;  that  there 
•*  fhou'd  be  Nations  of  Man-eaters,   looks   to  me  at   prefenc 
**  impofliblc.'"     As  Mr.  Bayle  has  given,  in  his  Didionary,  aa 
Article  of  the  L;f.strygon  es,  (a  People  of  7/'/^/) )  who  were 
faid  to  be  Ci^nibals,!  am  furpriz'd  that  excellent  Writer  did  not  en- 
rleavoar  to  dilcountenance  fuch  a  Belief:  On  the  contrary  he  fays, 
in  the  Text,    **  It  is  certain  the  Lrejlrygoncs  have  paffed  for  Man- 
eaters,"  in  Proof  of  which  he  quotes  Pliny As  fuch  a  Multitude 

of  Voyages  and  Travels  are  Huffed  with  Accounts  of  Canibals ; 
and  the  exploding  of  Error  on  all  Occafjons  is  of  fo  much  Be- 
nefit to  Mankind,  many  of  my  Readcis  will  nor,  I  am  perfuii- 
ded,  think  tl  is  Note  impenine  it. 

*  Tkii  Gentleman  l.vs  been  j  leafed  to  farcur  me  ivith  fe~Jeral  cw 
rious  Particulars,  in  MSSy  'ul;i:/j  I  hpe  to  introduce  in  the  fuccetd- 
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cither  the  gentle  Precepts  of  the  Chriftian  Religion, 
or  the  Dfffign  he  had  of  pacifying  and  reconciling 
all  the  Heathen  Nations ;  that  thofe  Savages  would 
become  lefs  inhuman,  in  Proportion  as  they  (hould 
be  enlightned  by  the  Gofpel ;  and  that  it  were  much 
better  to  win  'em  by  gentle  Methods,  and  by  Bene- 
fits, than  to  exafperate  'em  by  Punifhments.  Af- 
terwards, turning  to  the  Barbarians^  he  gave  'em 
the  higheft  Teftimonies  of  his  AfFedtion ;  whilft 
they,  on  the  other  Hand,  condudled  him  to  their 
Habitations,  where  he  met  with  the  utmoft  Civi- 
lities. He  there  got  acquainted  wich  feveral  other 
Nations  in.  that ' Neighbourhood ;  and,  among  the 
reft,  with  thofe  of  the  Tapacures  and  Baures  *. 

The  Miflfionary  took  the  Opportunity  of  this 
kind  Reception  he  met  with  from  thefe  Savages,  to 
infpire  'em  with  Horror  for  their  Crimes.  They 
feem'd  touch'd  with  his  Arguments,  and  aflur'd 
him  they  wou'd  comply  with  all  his  Inftrudions : 
But  no  fooner  was  he  got  out  of  their  Sight,  than 
they  forgot  all  their  Promiles,  and  return'd  to  their 
former  Courfe  of  Life. 

In  another  Journey  which  this  Father  took  into 
their  Country,  he  faw  feven  young  Indians  whom 
they  were  going  to  murder,  and  afterwards  eat  their 
Fle(h.  The  holy  Man  conjur'd  'em,  with  Tears, 
to  refrain  from  fo  barbarous  an  Action  ;  and  they,on 
the  other  Hand,  promifed  in  the  ftrongeft  Terms 
not  to  put  'em  to  Death :  But  he  was  greatly  fur- 
priz'd,  at  his  Return,  to  fee  the  Ground  ftrew'd 
with  the  Bones  of  four  of  thofe  unhappy  Vidims, 
whom  they  had  already  devour'd  f . 

*  Sounded  Boors,  in  Englijh. 

-j-  As  this  Relation  was  writ  by  a  SpaniJI}  yefulty  we  have 
more  Reafon  to  iufpcd  certain  Particulars  in  it,  than  if  the  Au- 
thor had  been  a  Ftenchvuin.  *Tis  well  known  that  tiie /v-^«f/& 
ttxe  infinitely  more  enlightned  than  the  Spamanis, 
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Struck  with  the  deepeft  Grief  at  this  fad  Spec- 
tacle, he  rook  the  three  who  furviv'd  and  led  *em 
to  his  Church  of  the  bleflfed  Trinity,  where  being 
firft  inftrudted  in  our  Religion  they  then  were  bap- 
tized. Some  Time  after  thefe  new  Converts  vi- 
fited  the  cruel  People  in  Queftion,  when,  employing 
the  feveral  Methods  with  which  their  Zeal  infpir'd 
*em,  for  the  Converfion  of  this  Nation  ;  they  pre- 
vail*d  with  'em,  by  infcnfible  Degrees,  to  come  and 
fettle  among  the  Moxos, 

As  the  Chrijlian  P.eligion  fpread  ftill  more,  by  the 
Difcovery  of  fo  many  different  Nations  who  embraced 
it ;  'twas  thought  neceffary  to  fend  for  a  more  con- 
fiderable  Number  of  Gofpel-labourers.  The  great 
Diftance  of  Lima^  and  the  reft  of  the  Spanijh 
Towns,  was  a  vaft  Obftacle  to  this  Defign.  The 
Miffionaries  had  often  difcourfed  together,  concern- 
ing the  Means  of  facilitating  the  lb  much  wanted 
Communication  between  thefe  idolatrous  Countries 
and  the  Cities  of  Peruy  but  defpair'd  of  ever  f  jcceed- 
ing  in  it  j  when  the  Father  refolved  to  engage  in  au 
Enterprize  the  Succefs  of  which  feem*d  impoflible. 

He  had  been  told,  that  thofe  who  crofs  the  long 
Range  of  Mountains  to  the  right  of  PerUy  found  a 
narrow  Road,  which  fhortned  the  Journey  greatly  i 
and  that  a  Company  of  Spaniards^  commanded  by 
Don  §uiroga^  had  began  to  open  a  Road  that  Way,  a 
few  Years  before.  This  was  fufficient  to  prompt  him 
to  go  upon  the  Difcovery  of  this  unknown  Road. 
Accordingly  he  let  out  for  this  painful  Expedition 
with  a  few  Converts  *,  taking  with  him  fome  Pro- 
vifions  to  fubfill  upon  in  thefe  wide-extended  Dj- 
farts-,  and  the  In flrum en ts  neceffary  for  opening  a 
Way  thro'  thefe  Mountains. 

He  was  expoled  to  great  Dangers,  and  labour'd 
under  a  Variety  of  Suitcrings,  during  the  three 
Years  that  he  endeavoured,  but  in  vain,  to  find  out 
the  wilh'd-for  Road,     lie  now  vvcu'd  wander  thro* 

Places 


464     TRAVELS  0/ f/je  Jesuits: 

Places  freqiientcd  only  by  wild  Beiifts  ;  and  which 
were  rendred  inaccefrible,by  tufted  Forefts  and  craggy 
Rocks.  Another  Time  he  wou'd  be  travelling  on 
the  Summit  of  high  Mountains,  bcnum'd  with  the 
extreme  Rigour  of  the  Cold  ;  pierc'd  thro'  with 
violent  Rains;  unable  almoft  to  (land  upon  his 
Liegs,  occafioned  by  the  Ground  being  fo  very  miry 
and  (lippery  ;  and  feeing,  at  a  vaft  Diftance  below, 
Vallies  covered  with  Trees,  under  which  Torrents 
were  heard  to  flow  with  an  impetuous  Noife.  Fre- 
quently, being  quite  fpent  with  Fatigue,  and  having 
confuined  all  his  Provifions,  he  wou'd  be  ready  to 
die  thro'  Hunger  and  Mifery. 

But  notwithftanding  the  many  Dangers  he  had 
palTed  thro',  he  yet  made  a  laft  Attempt  the  Year 
following  *,  and  'twas  then  Heaven  was  plealed  to 
crown  his  Patience,  by  indulging  his  Wiflics. 
After  going  thro'  many  new  Fatigues,  all  which  he 
fupported  with  the  utmoft  Courage  and  Refignationi 
he  croired,  at  Random,  (at  a  Time  when  he  ima- 
gined he  was  quite  loft)  a  fhady  Fofeft,  and  then 
came  to  the  Top  of  a  Mountain,  whence  he  at  laft 
difcovered  Peru,  Immediately  he  fell  proft:rate  on 
the  Earth,  to  thank  the  Almighty;  and  having 
ended  his  Prayer,  he  fent  Advice  of  his  Difcovery 
to  the  College  which  lay  neareft  this  Place.  You 
may  judge  of  the  Applaufe  this  News  was  recelv'd 
with,  fince  'twas  only  a  Fortnight's  Journey  to  the 
Country  of  the  Moxos,  by  the  new  Way  thro* 
which  Father  Cyprian  had  travelled. 

I  muft  not  omit  the  rare  Example  he  gave,  on 
this  Occafion,  of  Self-denial  and  Mortification.  He 
was  not  far  from  one  of  the  Houfes  belonging  to 
our  Society;  'twas  natural  for  him  to  remove  to  a 
more  benign  Climate,  there  to  recover,  if  pofllble, 
his  Screngtii,  which  the  prodigious  Fatigues  he  had 
gone  thro'  had  enervated.  Inclination  likewife 
prompted  him  to  go  and  vifit  his  old  Friends,  after 

an 
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an  Abfence  of  twenty- four  Years  ;  efpecially  as 
his  Superiors  had  not  given  him  any  Orders 
to  the  contrary :  Bat  he  judged  'twouM  be  more 
agreeable  to  God,  to  facrifice  his  Defircs  to 
him  *,  for  which  Reafon  he  immediately  returned 
to  his  Miffion,  by  the  new  Road  he  had  made 
with  fo  much  Toil-,  and  thus  deprived  himfclf 
of  the  Praifes  fo  jultly  due  to  his  fuccefsful  En- 
terprize. 

Being  arrived  among  his  dear  Converts,  fo  far 
from  accepting  the  little  Refrefliments  they  had  pre- 
pared for  him,  and  which,  after  his  vaft  Toils,  he 
wanted  fo  much  -,  he  bent  his  whole  Thoughts  to 
the  Difcovery  of  the  Nation  callM  Tapacures,  whom 
the  Guarayem  had  fpoke  to  him  about.  Tliefe 
People  had  formerly  liv'd  among  the  Moxos^  and 
form'd  one  Nation  with  them  •,  but  the  Dif- 
fenfions  which  broke  out,  gave  Rife  to  perpetual 
Wars ;  and  this  at  lad  hid  forced  the  Tapacures 
to  feparate,  and  go  and  inhabit  another  Coun- 
try, about  forty  Leagues  Diltaiice,  towards  a  long 
Chain  ot  Mountains  running  from  EaII  north- 
ward. Their  Manners  refemble  very  much  thofe 
of  the  Heathen  Moxos^  (from  whom  they  are  de- 
fcended)  except  that  they  are  not  fo  brave  •,  and 
being  vaftly  nimble,  they  make  no  great  Refift- 
ance  againft  fuch  as  attack  'em;  but  have  Re- 
courfe  to  their  Heels,  and  by  that  Means  com- 
monly efcape. 

Father  Cyprian  went  among  thefe  Ite.ithens^  and 
found  them  fo  tra(ftable,  tlut,  after  (ome  Confe- 
rences, they  promifed  to  receive  fuch  Milfionaries  as 
might  be  lent,  and  go  and  inhabit  any  PLiccs  which 
fliou'd  be  allotted  them.  He  hid  even  the  Confo- 
lation  to  baptize  feveral  of  thefe  Indians^  who  were 
breathing  their  laft.  In  tine,  'twas  by  ih^ir  Means 
that  he  got  Ibme  Knowledge  cf  the  C;juntry  of  the 
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ylmdzons*.  They  all  told  him,  that  eaftward  was 
a  Nation  of  warlike  Women  -,  that  thefe,  at  certain 
Scafons  of  the  Year,  admitted  Men  among  *cm  ; 
that  they  kill*d  all  the  Males  who  fprung  from  this 
Intercourfe ;  but  brought  up  the  Fem.ilcs  with  the 
utmofl  Care ;  and  inur'd  'em  early  to  the  Fatigues 
of  War. 

But  the  mofl  important  Difcovery,  and  which 
gave  Father  Cyprian  the  higheft  Pleal'urc,  was  that 
of  the  Baures.  Thefe  People  are  more  civilizM 
than  the  Moxos,  They  have  a  great  Number  of 
Villages,  in  which  are  Streets,  and  a  fort  of  Squares, 
where  the  Soldiers  exercife-f.     Every  Village  is  fur- 

*  Thefe  were  faid  (o  be  antiently  a  Nation  of  Scythian  Wo- 
men, i^c.  inhabiting  near  the  Banks  of  the  River  ^anais%  who 
*xnc]ut'i'd  Pare  of  ^f.a ;  liv'd  apart  from  the  Society  of  Men, 
jinil  prollitutcd  theniiilvcs  to  Strangers.  Though  feveral famous 
Authors,  among  the  Antients,  declare  the  Reality  of  this  fup- 
jioled  Nation  of  Jmozsnst  yet  Strahoy  Pal<rphatusy  Sec.  deny 
there  ever  being  any  futh.  ^ohn  de  los  SanSios,  a  Fortu^ueze 
Domi'ian  Friar,  afHrins,  in  his  Hiftory  of  eaftern  Ethiopia, th^t 
there  is  a  Kingdom  in  Africa,  compofed  wholly  of  Women,  who 
kill  all  the  Male  Children  they  bring  fortli,  by  the  Corref- 
pondcnce  they  have  with  tiie  Males  of  the  neighbouring  Nations. 
jUiisas  Sihius  alfo  relates,  that  there  fubfiiled  in  Bohemia,  du- 
rir.g  leven  Years,  a  Commonwealth  of  Women  like  that  of  the 
fuppt;ftd  Amczons^  and  that  it  was  founded  by  the  Valour  of  one 
Falafca,  a  Wcman.  No  doubt  but  all  thefe  Accounts  are  fo 
many  Fidions;  which  neveithilefs  the  fir i\  Span ijh  Adventurers 
tcpied,  in  their  Relations,  tiio*  fu  improbable.  Poflibly  the  Cir- 
tumltance  which  occafion'd  the  old  Spanijh  Writers  to  fuppofe  fuch 
a  N^  tion  of  Femaier-,  wa?,  becaufe  many  Indian  Women  might 
have  mix'd  among  thofe  Men  who  came  to  gaze  upon  fuch  Spa- 
r.idfds  as  liril  invaded  the  Country  about  the  great  River  of  the 
yimazons,  in  America. 

The  Accounts  we  are  told  concerning  the  Ama%ons,  are,  no 
doubt,  equally  authentic  with  thofe  related  concerning  Ginnt?, 
Mongers,  and  Caniba/s.  I  am  furpriz'd  that  Mr.  Bayie,  being  <o 
great  a  Lover  of  Truth,  and  having  Occafion  to  fpeak  of  the 
jdmazonSi  in  the  Note  [l.)  of  the  Article  Achillea,  did  not  em- 
ploy feme  Lines  to  explode  the  Belief  of  fuch  a  Nation. 

f  This  exercifing  of  the  Soldiers,  favours,  not  a  little,  of  Fal- 
fityi  unlefs  the  Father  mtant  the  Places  in  which  their  Warriuis 
alfembled. 
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rounded  with  a  ftrong  Pallilade,  which  Jcciirc^s  it 
from  'he  Weapons  of  War  employed  in  that  Coun- 
try :  I  hey  fet  up  a  kind  of  Traps  in  the  High- 
ways which  Hop  their  Enemies  on  a  fuddcn.  They 
ufe,  in  Battle,  a  kind  of  Shield,  made  of  Canes  in- 
terwoven one  with  the  other,  which  are  Proof 
againft  Arrows,  and  cover'd  with  Cotton  and  Fea- 
thers of  various  Colours. 

They  chufe  lucii  Perfons  as  are  nv)il  rcncAvnid 
for  their  Valour  and  lixperience,  for  Ca;;rair,.? ;  and 
thefc  they  obey.  Their  Women  always  drels  de- 
cently. They  receive  their  Guefts  very  kindly,  one 
of  their  Ceremonies  being  to  fprcad  a  large  Piece 
of  Cotton  upon  the  Ground,  and  feat  the  Perfoa 
whom  they  intend  to  honour,  upon  it.  Their  Soil 
feems  alfo  more  fruitful  than  that  of  the  other 
Countries.  There  are  a  great  many  Hills  in  this 
Country,  whence  it  may  be  conje^lur'd,  that  Corn, 
Wine,  and  all  the  European  Trees,  wou'd  flourilh 
there,  if  the  Ground  was  cultivated. 

Father  Cyprian  advanc'd  a  confiderable  Way  up 
the  ^Country,  and  vifited  a  great  many  Villages, 
all  whofe  Inhabitants  feemed  to  be  of  a  tradable 
Dilpofition,  and  to  approve  of  the  new  Law  he 
preached.  This  Succefs  gave  him  great  Joy,  but 
it  was  foon  damp'd.  Two  Converts,  his  Compa- 
nions, heard  a  great  Noife  of  Drums,  in  the  Night- 
time, in  a  Village  he  had  not  yet  vifited.  Now 
leized  with  a  Panic,  they  befoughi  the  Miifionary 
to  fly  with  all  poffible  Speed,  btfore  it  was  too  late ; 
afluring  him,  they  were  {o  well  acquainted  with  tlie 
Cuftoms  of  the  Country,  and  the  Levity  and  In- 
conftancy  of  the  People,  that  they  were  certain  this 
Sound  of  Drums,  and  the  tunuiltucus  Motion  of 
the  Indians^  who  were  arm'd,  mighi  [iovc  fatal  to 
them. 


Hh  2 


Fa- 


ir': 


"' 


a'- 


.:!'! 


i 
1! 


m 


% 


468     TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits. 

Father  Cyprian  was  now  fenfiblc,  that  he  Iiad 
abandoned  himfclf  to  the  Mercy  of  a  People  who 
were  Enemies  to  the  holy  Law  he  preached  •,  and 
not  doubting  but  they  defigned  to  murder  him,  he 
offered  up  his  Life  in  Sacrifice  to  the  Lord, 
to  lave  thefc  Barbarians.  Scarce  was  he  gone  a 
few  Paces,  in  Compliance  with  the  Weaknels 
of  his  Converts,  but  he  met  with  a  Troop  of 
Bmires,  armed  with  Hatchets,  Bows  and  Ar- 
rows. They  threatned  him  before  they  came 
up  •,  called  him  a  thoufand  Names ;  and  fhot  a 
vail  Number  of  Arrows,  which,  on  Account  of 
the  great  Didance,  did  not  anfwer  their  wicked 
Dcfign.  But  they  foon  advanced  forward  with 
greater  Speed,  and  wounded  the  Father  in  the 
Arm  and  Thigh.  The  new  Converts  being 
terrified,  fled  out  of  the  Reach  of  the  Arrows  j 
when  the  Baures  coming  up  to  the  holy  Man, 
fell  upon  him  with  Fury  -,  during  which  he  in- 
voked the  facred  Names  of  Jefus  and  Mary^ 
and  offered  up  his  Blood  for  the  Converfion  of 
thofe  wiio  fhed  it  with  fo  much  Barbarity. 
In  fine,  one  of  thefe  Barbarians  forcing  away 
the  Crols  he  held  in  his  Hand,  ftruck  him  a 
violent  Blow  on  the  Head  with  an  Ax,  which 
killed  hlni. 

Thus  died  Father  Cyprian  Baraze^  the  1 6th  of 
September  1 702  i  in  t!vi  fixty-firft  Year  of  his 
Age  J  of  which  he  had  fpent  twenty-feven  Years, 
two    Months,    and    a    Half,    in   converting   the 
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Father  Stephen  le  Gac,  toTathcr  CirARi.Es 

PoUEE    *. 


Chinnabiillabaram,    \o 'January t  1709. 

Reverend  Father y 

YOU  are  not  ignorant  that  our  Fathers  have 
been  fettled  fomc  Years  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Carnata^  and  that  we  founded  a  MifTion  there, 
after  the  Model  of  that  which  the  Portugueze  Jc- 
fuits  fettled  in  Madura.  Our  firft  Succefs  is  much 
the  fame  with  theirs :  We  have  as  many  Difficulties 
to  ftruggle  with,  and  perhaps  greater  ;  we  having 
fuftained  one  of  the  feveretl  Attacks  that  this  In- 
fant Miflion  has  yet  met  with.  The  Bajferis^  who 
profcfs  a  particular  Reverence  for  JViJlnou,  had  long 
fruitlefsly  endeavoured,  by  private  Methods,  to  (top 
the  Progrefs  of  the  Gofpel :  But  finding  their  fccret 
Confpiracies  were  to  no  Purpofe,  they  at  laft  re- 
folved  to  throw  off  the  Mafk  ;  they  relying  on  their 
Numbers,  and  being  perfuaded  that  the  Prince 
would  indulge  all  their  Rcquells. 

'Twas  on  the  Day  of  Circumcifion,  when  the 
Chriftians  were  coming  out  of  the  Church,  that  our 
Court  was,  on  a  fudden,  crouded  with  People.  A 
great  Number  o^  Dqferis  were  aflembled  in  it,  with 
ibme  Soldiers  of  the  Palace,  and  many  Pcrfons  of 
every  Calle,  whom  Curiofity  had  drav;n  thither. 
The  chief  Perfons  among  them  defired  to  fpeak 
with  the  Miflionary,  upon  which  Father  de  la  Fon- 
taine appeared  inftantly  with  the  Air  of  AMability 

*  This  Jefuit  lived  in  the  College  of  Z^fW/  XIV.  in  /*«;-;/, 
and  died  not  long  llnce.  His  Latin  Orations  are  grcarly  cllecmVi, 
jruticalarly   one  concerning   the  ^tage^  a  Verlion   of  whicn  1 

pablilhed  fome  Ycai  j  ago. 
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vbich  is  lb  njtuvM  to  him  \  when  turning  the  Sub- 
ject  to  the  Majcfly  of  the  Ahnighty,  he  dllcouifed 
fcmu!  'liino  on  the  L;r(';it  NeceflUy  there  vva"?,  that 
Men  fl^.ould  know  and  fcrvc  him.  'I'hc  iinpreju- 
dical  Pait  of  iiir,  Auditors  ffcmed  very  well  fatif- 
fiL'd  with  this  Dilcourfe,  and  applauded  it  \  but 
thofe  fi  nt  from  the  Pi  iells  of  IFiJluou^  fpoke  aloud  j 
thrLa:nin[r,  to  revenge,  very  loon,  ai'.d  that  in  the 
molt  lk;;:ial  Manner,  the  Deities  of  lluir  Country, 
whom  we,  by  our  Difcourles,  had  broup,ht  into 
Contempt.  The  Midionary  anfwcred  mildly,  that 
he  taught  the  Truth  to  all  Men  •,  and  that  liich  on- 
ly as  fliould  embrace  it,  could  jullly  entertain  any 
Hopes  of  one  Day  enjoying  tliat  Glory,  to  which 
all  Men  might  afpirc. 

The  Afiembly  then  broke  up.  Rage  was  paint- 
ed on  niofc  oi  their  Faces  •,  and  they  thrcatn'd  to 
drive  us  out  of  the  Country,  and  ruin  our  Churches. 
This  Refolution  had  been  taken  by  the  Heathen 
Friells  at  Chillacattay  a  little  Town  about  three 
Leagues  from  this  Place.  They  were  exafperated 
on  Account  of  the  Defertion  of  their  mod  zealous 
Dilciples,  of  whom  great  Numbers  were  already 
b.i\  tized.  Their  Revenues  decreafed  in  Proportion 
as  the  Wori"hippers  of  IFiJInou  drew  off  from  them  •, 
and  this  Circumilance,  more  than  their  Zeal  for 
the  falfe  Dailies,  animated  them  againil  our  holy- 
Re  I  iGjion. 

Next  Morning,  being  the  fecond  of  January^ 
Yv'^ord  was  brought,  that  the  Dajjcris  tlockM  to  the 
open  Sqiiaie  of  tlie  City.  'I'he  menacing  Cries  of 
thole  Mutineers,  with  the  Noife  of  their  Drums  and 
Trumpery,  which  were  heard  on  every  Side,  obliged 
the  Prince  to  diipatch  two  Bramins^  to  give  us  No- 
tice of  this  Coiiur.otion  *,  and  to  order  us  to  depart 
the  City  as  loon  as  we  could,  for  that  otherwife  it 
would  be  imjxjffibie  for  him  to  quiet  the  Populace, 
wlio  rofe  oniy  upon  our  Account.     Father  de  la 
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Fonlainc  r(*pli( d,  th.it  he  rcfpccflccl  all  Orders  (of 
what  Kind  Ibcvcr)  fent  hy  the  Prince  -,  but  that  he 
was  perfiia.ied  he  wouKl  be  io  equitable  as  to  y\o 
liim  Juftice  on  tliat  Occafion. 

That  very  Inllant  the  D^Jfir/s,  followed  by  .1 
nuniberlcfs  Mjltitude  ol  People,  c^.n'ic  and  befiep,- 
ed  our  Churcii.  As  the  Courr,  and  a  large  open 
Square  oppofite  to  ir,  were  not  fpacious  enough  to 
liokl  the  Multitude,  great  Numbers  cHnibed  up  the 
Walls  and  the  neighbouring  1  loufcs  to  fjc  the  E- 
vent.  The  Dqfferis,  with  Anns  in  their  Mauds, 
cried  aloud,  that  if  we  did  not  leave  the  Country 
they  would  feize  us  ;  and  to  thefe  the  Populous 
joined,  who  vented  a  Million  of  injurious  Kxpref- 
iions.  In  a  Word,  our  Ruin  was  threatned  on  all 
Sides ;  and  not  a  Man  was  moved  to  Compafi'on, 
or  offered  to  lay  a  Word  in  cur  Favour.  We 
fliould  certainly  have  fallen  a  Sacrifice  to  the  Fury 
of  the  Dajferis,  had  not  the  Prince's  Father-in-law, 
who  is  the  Governor,  and  the  lecond  Perlbn  in  the 
Kingdom,  fent  Soldiers  to  oppofe  thefe  Mutineers 
and  quitt  the  Tumult,  which  however  did  not 
end  till  Night,  when  they  withdrew  in  a  Body  to 
the  Fortrefs,  and  there,  in  order  to  intimidate  the 
Prince,  prefented  themfelves  before  the  chief  Of- 
ficers Sword  in  Hand,  threatning  to  kill  themfelves 
if  we  were  not  drove  immediately  out  of  the  City. 
The  Populace  were  in  fuch  a  Fury,  that,  to  prevent: 
the  Commotion  from  incrcafing.  Guards  were  poit- 
ed  at  the  Gates  of  the  City,  and  thofe  of  the  For- 
trefs *. 

I  admired,  on  this  Occafion,  the  particular  Pro- 
tedtion  of  Heaven  with  regard  to  us :  For  tho'  the 
Tumult  was  general  j  tho'  the  King's  Father-in-law 
was  a  Dqfferist  and  the  Monarch  himfclf  a  fuper- 
Ititious  Worfliipper  of  the  talfe  Deities  •,  yet  the  Or- 

*  What  Troubles  did  the  Arrival  of  the  Jcfuits,  in  this  Coun- 
try occafion,  by  the  Confeinon  of  the  Father  himf^'lf ! 
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ders  were  ifliied  out,  and  fo  much  Care  was  taken 
of  us,  that  one  would  have  concluded  we  had 
fomc  powerful  Intcrcefibr  in  this  Court. 

Not  that  the  Feople  had  changed  their  Refolu- 
tion,  as  to  the  driving  us  out  of  the  Town  -,  the 
King  having  fent  feveral  Meflages,  advifing  us  to 
leave  it,  at  Jcaft  'till  the  Sedition  was  quieted  ;  it 
not  being  poiTible  for  hirn  to  quel)  a  tumultuous 
Populace,  who  vowed  our  Deftruftion.  We 
thanked  the  Monarch  for  the  Regard  he  was  pleas'd 
to  fhew  us  -,  but  did  not  think  proper  to  comply 
with  his  Advice  ;  fince  our  Departure  would  have 
proved  the  Ruin  of  that  Infiint  Cbrijlian  Colony ; 
and  we  ftiould  for  ever  have  loft  the  Hopes  of 
advancing  Northward,  as  we  intended.  Farther, 
had  we  once  abandoned  our  Church,  we  fliould 
never  have  been  permitted  to  return  to  it  -,  and 
this  would  have  been  made  a  Pretence  to  dif- 
pofiefs  us  likewife  of  that  in  Devandapalla. 

For  thefe  Rcafons,  and  a  great  many  others, 
we  were  determined  to  fuffer  the  word,  rather  than 
follow  the  Counfel  given  us.  We  therefore  told  the 
Pcrfons  whom  the  Prince  had  fent,  that  the  God 
we  adored  would  find  Means  to  protcd:  us  a- 
giiinft  thofe  who  are  Enemies  to  tiis  Worfliip,  if  he 
thought  it  concerned  his  Glory  ;  but  that,  in  cafe 
he  would  permit  us  to  tall  Victims  to  the  Animo- 
fity  of  cur  Profecutors,  v;c  were  ready  to  fhed  our 
Blood  in  Defence  of  his  Caufe  ;  in  fine,  that  we 
refolved  to  lofe  our  Jives  rather  than  defert  our 
Church. 

In  the  mean  Time  the  Tumult  continued,  fo 
that  we  expected,  every  Inftant,  either  to  be  deli- 
vered up  to  the  D^jjeris^  or  to  be  drove  lliameful- 
]y  and  forcibly  out  of  the  Ciry.  But  Heaven  was 
pleafed  to  defend  us  in  the  moft  vifible  manner, 
Vy  prompt'112  fome  Perfons  to  appear  in  our  Be- 
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half.  The  Inflant  it  was  known,  in  the  Town, 
that  the  Dajjcris  were  alTembling  anew,  a  great 
Number  of  the  chief  Merchants,  Captains,  and 
other  confiderable  Perfons  came  to  our  Church, 
They  at  firfl:  had  been  drawn  only  by  Curiofity, 
but  were  afterwards  fo  well  pleafed  with  the  Con- 
verlluion  which  they  had  with  Father  de  la  Fon- 
taine^ that  at  their  going  away  they  promifed,  a- 
mong  other  obliging  Things,  to  fpeak  in  our  Fla- 
vour, 

From  that  Inftant  fo  great  a  Change  was  wrought, 
in  our  Behalf,  in  the  Minds  of  the  People,  that  the 
Caufe  of  it  can  be  afcribed  to  nothing  but  Di- 
vine Providence.  They  were  moved  to  Compafllon 
for  us,  and  molefted  us  no  more ;  but  then  our 
Enemies  turned  their  Rage  againft  our  Converts,  a 
Circumftance  vvhich  gave  us  inexprefllble  Sorrow. 

The  Heathen  Prielts  publiflied  an  Order  through- 
out the  whole  Town,  commanding  all  Perfons  not 
to  fuffer  thofe  who  came  to  Church,  to  get  any 
Fire  or  draw  Water  ;  by  which  Order  the  Chri- 
ftians  were  expelled  their  feveral  Cartes,  and  not 
permitted  to  have  any  Correfpondence  with  their 
Relations ;  nor  with  thofe  who  exercife  fuch  Pro- 
feflions  as  are  mod  neceffary  for  Life.  In  fine,  by 
this  Sort  of  Excommunication  thev  were  declared  in- 
famous,  and  obliged  to  leave  the  City.  Nothing  could 
.  affedt  us  more  ftrongly  than  this  News,  as  it  muft 
neceflarily  be  of  fatal  Confequence  'to  our  holy 
Religion. 

The  Priefts  of  Wiftnou  fent,  during  this  Interval, 
their  Difciples  to  every  Houfe,  in  order  to  terrify 
the  Chrjftians.  Several  have  already  been  drove 
from  the  Houfes  of  their  Parents,  and  continue  un- 
moved in  the  Faith.  Join  with  us  in  imploring 
Ikaven,  to  infpire  them  all  with  the  Strength  and 
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Courage  reqiiifite  for  Perleverance,  the  Storm  not 
being  yet  blown  over. 

/  aniy  &c. 
-  Stephen  Le  Gac. 


Father  Gabriel  Mar  est,  to  Father  de 
Lamberville,  Procurator  of  the  Mijjms 
of  Canada. 

Reverend  Father^ 

YOUR  Requefl  for  fome  Particulars  with  re- 
gard to  Hudfori'^  Bay,  comes  a  little  of  the 
latefb.  I  was  much  better  able  to  gratify  your  Cu- 
riofity  in  this  Particular,  at  my  coming  to  France, 
after  being  freed  from  my  Imprifonment  in  Ply- 
mouth. The  only  Thing  in  my  Power  now,  is  to 
fend  you  an  Extradt  ot  the  little  Journal  I  then 
drew  up,  a  Copy  of  which  I  preferred.  It  begins 
with  our  fetting  out  from  ^lebec,  and  ends  with 
the  Return  of  the  two  Ships  which  carried  us  to 
that  Bay.  Permit  me  neverthelefs  to  inform  you 
firft  of  what  I  was  told  at  ^ebec^  concerning  the 
two  Jefuits  who  perform'd  the  fame  Voyage  before 
me,  and  the  firft  Difcovery  of  Hudfonh  Bay. 

'Tis  now  above  two  Centuries,  fince  the  Naviga- 
tors of  various  Nations  attempted  to  find  out  a  new 
Courfe  to  China  and  Japan  northward,  but  without 
Succefs ;  Providence  having  raifed  an  infurmounta- 
ble  Obftacle  to  this  Defign,  viz.  the  Mountains  of  Ice 
lying  in  thofe  Seas.  In  this  View  the  famous  Hudfon^ 
in  1 6 1 1 ,  proceeded  above  five  hundred  Leagues  far- 
ther than  any  Mariner  had  done  before,  up  the 
large  Bay  which  now  goes  by  his  Name,  and  win- 
ter'd  there.     He  intended  to  have  gone  forward, 
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the  Spring  following  •,  but  Provifions  beginning  to 
fail,  and  his  Crew  being  wcakned  by  Sicknefs,  he 
was  forced  to  return  to  England.  However,  he 
made  a  fecond  Attempt  two  Years  after ;  and,  in 
1 6 14,  advanced  to  the  8  2d  Degree  of  North  La- 
titude. But  he  v/as  fo  often  expofcd  to  Dangers, 
and  found  it  lb  difficult  to  get  out  of  thefe  Seas, 
that  no  Perfcn  has  fmce  dared  to  advance  fo  far 
northward  *.  However, 

*  There  are  fome  Iraccuracits  and  MiHakes  in  this  Relation, 
which  (I  believe)  fliou'd  be  as  follows :  i^chaftian  Cabot  lirll  dil- 
cover'd   the  eailern  Shores  of  this  Country,  as  early  as  1498  ; 
and  they   were  afterwards  \irited  by /^^x'//,  and  others,      i'he 
next  that  fet  out,  in  order  to  difcover  a  fhorter  Paliage  to  China, 
was  Captain  Huafon :  He  went  firll  in  1607,  next  in  1608,  af- 
ttrwards  in  1609      Laltly,  he  was  fitted  out  again,  in  1610,  by 
Sir  Thomas  Smith,  Sir  Dudl.y  Dirges,  kc.  with'Orders  to  difcover 
a   Pafiage   thro'   Davis's  btreiglits,  to    the  South-Sea.     In  this 
fourth  Voyage,  coming  into  a  ipacious  Sea,  {Hudjon^  Bay)  upon 
which  he   iail'd  an  hundred  Lc^agues  fouthwaid,  he  was  firmly 
perfuaded  that  he  had  found  the  PaiTage  into  the  South-Sta;  but 
afterwards  perceiving,  by  the  Shallownefs  of  the  Water,  that  he 
was  got  only   into  a  Bay,  he  was  exceedingly  furprizM  to  find 
himieif  under  a  Niiceflity  of  wintering  there,  as  it  would  be  im- 
poflible  for  him  to  return  thro'  the  btreights,  till  the  foiiowing 
Summer,  on  Account  of  the  Ice.     He  then  brought  his  Ship  to 
an  Anchor  in  a  fmall  Creek,  where  bjing  ai'terwards  in  great 
Want  of  Provifions,  he  found  a  vafc  C^actity  of  wild  Fowl  dur- 
ing the  Winter,  and  FilTi  during  the  Spring.     At  his  Leifure  he 
himfelf  roved  about  in  his  Sloop,  in  Hopes  of  (till  meeting  witli 
tlie  wifti'd-for  Pafiage  ;  during  which,  his  Men  did  nut  only  neg- 
luil  to  catch  and  fait  up  Fi(h  lor  V;duallir.g  the  Ship  ;  but,  join- 
ing in  a  Confpiracy,  they  run  away  with  the  Ship,  altjr  torcing 
him,  and  eight   Officers  more,  into  a   Boat,  wiih  few  Provi- 
fion ;  fince  which  they  were  never  heard  of.     The  Ccnipirators 
tlien  fail'd  to  Di^gc^s  Ifland,  wliere  they  ftor'd  themlclves  witii 
wild  Fowl ;  four  or  five  of  the  Riug-Ieadtri  being  cut  to  P.cces 
there  by  theiNatives.     The  Ship  wiu  brought  Home,  in  Septem- 
ber xbw,  by  a  Servant  of  Sir  DucLey  D{':gis,  aii  the  Crew  being 
vaftly  weak  and  leebie.     In  161 2,  ^.i:.   //:;. /jV/;;/;  made  fom  e 
Difcoveiies  this    Way.     Jn    i6ji,   Captain  Jmnes  wmter'd  ia 
thefe  Parti.     But  in  1667,  Captain  Culam  enier'd  the  Bay,  and 
faii'd  to  a   River  wiiicii  he  cali'd  afier  tne  Name  of  Prince  Ru- 
pert.    In    1670,  C/rt;7r.v  11.  granted  a    I'attnt  for  peoplmg  this 
Country,  Prince  t\i'lert  being  ci.c  ciacf  Pivprietor  of  it.     Smce 
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However,  the  Englijh  Merchants,  defirous  o^ 
profiting  by  the  Difcoveries  of  their  Countrymen* 
afterwards  built  a  Settlement  at  Hudfon's  Bay ;  and 
began  to  trade  there  in  Furs,  with  feveral  northern 
JndianSy  who,  during  the  long  Summer,  come  iu 
their  Canoos  on  the  Rivers  which  empty  themfelves 
into  this  Bay.  At  firft,  the  Englijh  built  only  fome 
Houfes  to  pafs  the  Winter  in,  and  wait  for  the  Sa- 
vages •,  on  which  Occafion  they  laboured  under  a 
Variety  of  Sufferings,  and  many  of  'em  died  of 
the  Scurvy.  However,  as  the  Furs  which  the  Sa- 
vages bring  to  this  Bay  are  exceedingly  beautiful, 
and  the  Profits  very  large,  the  Englijh  were  not  dif- 
heartned  at  the  Unwholefomenefs  of  the  Air,  or  the 
Severity  of  the  Climate.  The  French  in  Canada 
were  alfo  defirous  of  making  a  Settlement  there ; 
ailerting,  that  as  feveral  of  the  Lands  in  that  Neigh- 
bourhood were  on  the  fame  Continent  with  Canada^ 
they  had  a  Right  to  trade  in  thefe  Parts,  as  far  as  the 
5ifl  Degree  of  North  Latitude,  and  even  further. 

There  foon  broke  out  a  Mifunderftanding  be- 
tween the  two  Nations,  each  building  Forts  to  fc- 
cure  themfelves  from  the  Attacks  of  the  other. 
The  many  Difeafes,  and  the  continual  Dangers  to 
which  a  Ship's  Company  are  expofed  in  this  ha- 
zardous Voyage,  made  the  French  unwilling  to  un- 
dertake it  without  a  Chaplain,  in  which  Quality 
Father  Dahnas^  a  Native  of  'Tours^  went  to  Httd- 
fon'a  B.iy.  Being  arrived  there,  he  ofl^ered  to  ftay 
m  the  Fort,  in  order  to  preach,  &c.  to  fuch  of  the 
French  as  Ihou'd  be  left  in  Garrifon  there ;  and  to 
have  an  Opportunity  of  learning  the  Language  of 
the  Savages,  who  bring  their  Furs  and  Skins  to 

this  Time  the  Company  have  carried  on  an  advantageous  Trade 
to  it.  The  firlt  Governor  lent  hither,  was  Charlei  Batlyy  Efq; 
in  i6"o;  he  building  a  Fort,  and  iettling  Fadtors  there.  The 
fy,:T!ck  have  often  diliurb'd  us  in  thcfe  Stitlements ;  which,  hovv- 
Ci<-t,  were  all  lellor'd,  by  the  Treaty  ot"  Utrecht, 
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this  Place  in  Summer-time  •,  he  intending  afterwards 
to  go  and  preach  the  Golpel  among  them.  I'hc 
Ship  which  was  to  bring  our  People  Provifions  the 
following  Year,  being  drove  back  perpetually  by 
contrary  Winds,  moft  of  thofe  who  had  ftay'd  in 
the  Fort,  perilh'd  cither  by  Hunger  or  Sicknefs, 
and  were  reduced  only  to  eight  Perfons.  Five  of 
them  going  to  hunt  upon  the  Snow,  in  the  Woods, 
left  only  Father  Dalmas^  the  Surgeon,  and  a  Smith, 
in  the  Fort. 

Returning  four  or  five  Days  after,  they  were 
greatly  furprized  not  to  find  either  the  Father  or 
the  Surgeon  5  and  thereupon  ail<ed  the  Smith  whac 
was  become  of  them.  The  Confufion  which  ap- 
peared in  his  Countenance,  his  incoherent  Anfwers, 
and  fome  Traces  of  Blood  they  perceived  upon  the 
Snow ',  all  thefe  Circumftances  made  'em  refolvc  to 
feize  the  Wretch,  and  clap  him  in  Irons.  Being 
thus  taken,  and  ftung  with  Remorfe,  he  confefled, 
that  having  long  entertained  a  fecret  Enmity  againft 
the  Surgeon,  he  had  aflaflinated  him  one  Morning  ; 
when,  carrying  his  Body  to  the  River,  he  made  a 
Hole  in  the  Ice,  and  threw  it  in ;  that  returning 
afterwards  to  the  Fort,  he  faw  the  Father  in  the 
Chapel,  going  to  celebrate  Mafs.  The  Wretch 
begged  to  fpeak  to  him,  but  the  Father  defired  that 
he  wou'd  flay  till  the  Service  was  ended,  which  he 
folemnized  as  ufual,  the  Smith  affifting  at  it. 

Mafs  being  ended,  he  revealed  the  horrid  Scene 
to  him ;  contefling,  that  he  was  in  Defpair,  and 
afraid  that  his  Companions,  at  their  Return,  wou'd 
kill  him.  "  This  ought  not  to  be  your  greateft 
*'  Concern,  (replied  the  Father :)  We  are  ib  few 
*'  in  Number,  and  you  are  of  fo  much  Service  to 
us,  that  you  may  depend  upon  not  being  put  to 
Death.  Shou'd  they  entertain  any  fuch  Defign, 
be  afllired  that  I'll  oppofe  ic  to  the  utmoil  of 
my  Power.     But  I  conjure  you  to  acknowledge 
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*'  your  horrid  Crime  to  the  Almighty  ;  to  implore, 
*'  his  Pardon,  and  repent  of  it.  Do  you  appeafe 
*'  the  "Wrath  of  God,  and  Pil  take  upon  me  to 
*'  pacify  the  Anger  of  Men." 

The  Father  added,  that  if  he  thought  proper,  he 
wou'd  go  and  feek  for  their  Companions  who  were 
hunting  •,  wou'd  u(e  his  utmoft  Endeavours  to  pa- 
cify *em  ;  and  make  *em  promife  not  to  hurt  him 
at  their  Return.  The  Smith  liked  the  Offer,  feemed 
eafy,  and  thereupon  the  Father  fct  out  •,  but  fcarce 
was  he  gone  an  hundred  Yards,  when  the  Wretch 
being  again  leized  with  Rcmorfe,  was  llruck  with 
the  deepefl  Melancholy  j  he  imagining  that  the  Fa- 
ther impofed  upon  him  ;  and  that  the  only  Motive 
of  his  leaving  him,  was,  to  go  and  feek  for  their 
Companions  in  order  to  fct  them  again  ft  him. 

In  this  Refolution,  he  fnatchcd  up  his  Ax  and 
Gun  in  order  to  run  after  the  Father;  when  fpy- 
ing  him  by  the  River's  Side,  he  called  aloud,  de- 
liring  him  to  flop,  which  the  MilTionary  did.  TJie 
Moment  he  came  up,  he  told  him  that  he  was  a 
perfidious  Creature,  and  intended  only  to  betray 
him;  and  then  flruck  him  a  furious  Blow  with  his 
Gun,  which  wounded  him  gritvoully.  The  Father, 
to  efcape  from  the  mad  Wretch,  jump'd  on  a  great 
Piece  of  Ice  that  lay  fioacing  on  the  Water ;  but 
the  Smith  flew  after  him  •,  and  llriking  him  two. 
Blows  on  the  Head  with  his  Ax,  filled  him  to  the 
Ground  •,  when,  throwing  his  Body  under  the  Piece 
of  Ice  to  which  the  Father  had  tied,  he  returned  to 
the  F(jrt,  whither  the  other  five  came  foon  after. 
Such  was  the  ConfefTion  this  fad  Wretch  made,  at 
the  Time  of  his  being  in  Irons. 

The  refl  refoh'ed  to  confine  him  till  the  Arrival 
of  the  firll  Ships,  on  which  they  intended  to  put 
him  aboard  :  But  the  Englijh  attacked  the  Fort  be- 
fore  any  Succour  cou'd  come.  The  Perfons  who 
guarded  it,  had  taken  Care  to  keep  all  their  Cannon 

and 
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and  fmall  Arms  loaded-,  and  therel:)y  had  an  Op- 
portunity of  making  a  furious  Difcharge  on  the 
Enemy,  as  they  were  approaching.  This  great 
Fire,  which  killed  and  wounded  feveral  of  the 
£jig!:Jh,  made  'em  conclude  that  there  were  (till  a 
confiderable  Number  of  Men  in  the  Fort;  where- 
upon, they  went  back,  but  with  a  firm  Refolution 
to  return  foon  after  with  a  greater  Force.  They 
came  accordingly,  and  were  preparing  to  befiege 
the  Place  in  Form  •,  when  the  five  Frenchmen  who 
defended  it,  finding  'twou'd  be  impofilble  to  make 
any  further  Refi (lance,  fled  in  the  Night  thro'  a 
Port-hole,  and  took  to  the  Woods,  leaving  the 
Smith  alone,  and  in  Irons.  What  the  Engliflj  did 
with  him,  or  what  he  told  'em,  we  know  not; 
but  as  to  the  five  Perfons  who  left  the  Fort,  three 
died  by  the  Way,  and  two  only,  after  undergoing 
a  Variety  of  Fatigues,  arrived  at  Mont-real  •,  and  to 
'em  we  owe  all  the  abovemcntioned  Particulars. 

Notwithftanding  the  Accident  which  happened 
to  Father  Dalmas,  yet  Father  Syhie  returned,  fome 
Time  after,  to  Hudfon^s  Riy,  in  order  to  refide 
there  in  Quality  of  Chaplain  alfo;  bur,  at  the  fame 
Time,  with  a  Defign  to  procure  an  Opportunity  of 
preaching  the  Gofpel  to  fuch  Savages  as  live  farthell 
northward,  they  having  never  had  any  Inftructions. 
But  the  Father  was  fo  indifpofed  there,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  return  to  ^ei?ec,  where  he  has  not  yet 
been  able  to  recover  from  the  Sicknefs  he  catch'd  at 
Hudfsn^s  Bay.  The  fime  Employment  was  allotted 
me  upon  my  Arrival  in  Canada ;  and  I  v/ill  be  fo 
ingenuous  as  to  own,  that  it  was  againil  my  Incli- 
naiion  •,  my  Defign,  when  I  left  France^  being  to 
devote  mylelf,  as  foon  as  polTible,  to  the  Service  of 
the  Savages  •,  but  I  law  my  Expedations  defeated, 
in  fome  meafure,  in  that  Particular. 

The  late  Mr.  d^Jkyjilk,  one  of  the  bravefi  Com- 
manders we  ever  had  in  Ne-iv-France,  received  Or- 
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(acts  to  feize  upon  feme  Pods  poflefled  by  the  Efjg' 
lift}  in  Hudfon*s  Biy.  For  this  Pinpofe,  two  Men  of 
W.ir  had  been  fitted  out-,  the  Poli,  which  Mr. 
''d* Iberville  was  to  command  •,  and  the  Salamander y 
comnirjuicd  by  Mr.  de  Serigni.  The  former  hav- 
ing dcfircd  the  Fathcr-fuperior  to  furnifh  him  with 
a  MifTionary,  to  fc^rve  as  Chaplain  to  both  Ships, 
the  Superior  made  Clioice  of  me,  probably,  becaiife 
as  I  WHS  but  lately  arrived,  and  not  yet  acquainted 
with  any  of  the  fiivage  Languages,  I  confequently 
was  It-fs  wanted  in  Canada. 

We  went  abo;ird  on  the  lOth  0^  Augitft  1694, 
and  call  Anchor,  about  Midnight,  off  Cape  ^our- 
mente'^\  which  wc  doubled  on  the  11/^,  about  feven 
in  the  Morning.  We  advanced  very  little  forward  in 
our  Courfe  the  remaining  Part  of  that  Day,  nor 
the  three  fucceeding  ones,  the  Wind  being  con- 
trary. I  took  this  Opportunity  to  engage  a  confi- 
derable  Part  of  the  Ship's  Company  to  folemnize, 
in  a  due  Manner,  the  Feaft  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
The  i^th  I  diftributed,  in  the  Poli^  the  Images  of 
the  blclFed  Virgin,  which  had  been  given  me  at  ^e- 
hec,  by  Madame  de  Champigni^  Lady  to  the  Intend- 
ant  of  Canada  \  fpent  the  whole  Evening  and  next 
Morning,  in  hearing  ConfefTions ;  feveral  offering 
up  their  Devotions  on  the  Day  of  the  Feftival.  As 
I  was  ending  Mafs,  the  Wind  chopped  about,  and 
immediately  we  hoifted  Sail.  There  being  a  per- 
fed  Calm  the  20/^,  I  went  from  on  Board  the  Poll 
to  the  Salamander.,  to  vifit  Mr.  de  Serigni^  and  to  fay 
Mats  on  Board  his  Ship,  at  which  his  whole  Ship's 
Company  were  overjoy'd,  and  feveral  of  them  took 
this  Opportunity  of  receiving  the  Sacraments. 

*  This  Cape  is  but  eight  Leagues  from  Slucbec.  *Tis  called 
Cape  T.Qurrvente,  or  ^torm  ;  becaiife,  if  the  Wind  blows  but  ever 
fo  little,  the  Billows  are  in  as  great  an  Agitation  as  in  the  high 
Seas. 
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The  ^ift  we  p^fi'al  beyond  Belie-Tlk,  'I'his 
iriancl,  which  appears  ot  an  orbicuiar  f'orm,  is  in  the 
latitude  of  52  D«  grces  ;  220  leagues  from  i^jfcL't\ 
in  the  Middle  of  a  Streight  formed  by  the  llland  of 
NewfoundlantU  and  the  Continent  of  Lahradn. 
We  then  began  ro  fpy  thofe  huge  iVIountains  of  Ice 
which  float  up  and  down  the  Sea  ;  and  law,  I  be- 
lieve, twenty  of  them.  They  appeared,  ai:  a  Di- 
ftancc,  like  Mountains  of  Chryilal ;  and  fonx  Hkc 
Rocks  briftiing  with  Points. 

The  23th  in  the  Morning  was  exceedingly  calm  ; 
but,  in  the  Afternoon,  there  fprung  up  a  (trong, 
contrary  Wind,  which  continued  the  24th  and  25th  ; 
and,  during  the  two  fucceeding  Days,  was  a  perf'e<fl 
Calm,  which  did  us  as  much  Prejudice  as  the  contra- 
ry Winds.  TheSeafonwas  now  advanced,  and  we 
were  failing  to  a  Country  whofe  Winter  comes  on 
before  the  Autumn  :  We  were  then  but  in  ^6  De- 
crees of  North  Latitude ;  and  had  llill  a  long; 
Courfe  to  fteer,  thro'  a  Sea  that  was  very  dange- 
rous, on  Account  of  the  large  Mountains  of  Ice, 
ufually  found  in  it ;  through  which  we  fhoaid  be 
obliged  to  make  our  W^ay,  to  the  63d  Degree  of 
Latitude. 

On  the  28th,  about  Eight  in  the  Evening,  there 
fprung  up  a  little  Kind  of  Trade-wind,  which 
blowing  right  forward,  carried  us  a  confiderable 
Way  during  the  two  or  three  Days  that  it  lafted. 
The  3  ill  the  Wind  changed  a  little,  but  favourably 
for  us  •,  tho'  ir  brought  on  a  thick  Fog,  which  pre- 
vented our  feeing  the  Coafls ;  thefe,  as  we  imagin- 
ed, not  being  lar  from  us,  as  indeed  they  were 
not. 

About  Noon,  the  Sky  cleared  up,  when  we  plain- 
ly difcovered  the  Coafr,  lined  with  a  great  Number 
of  Rocks,  called  Sugar-loaves,  they  being  in  that 
Shape,  and  Were  (liil  quite  covered  with  Snow.    Irt 
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the  Iv/cninp;  we  came  in  Sight  of  the  Str«iight-3, 
thro'  which  n  the  Courle  to  Iludfon*^  Bay. 

I'hcfc  Strci^hts,  callM  the  Canal  or  Northern 
Sireights  *,  are  excci-din^Iy  difficult  to  pais,  on  Ac- 
count ot  the  great  Pieces  of  Ice  which  are  coming 
continually  from  the  cold  Coujiuiesj  and  afterwards 
difcharge  themlclvcs  in  the  Ocean,  thro*  this 
Canal.  The  Lands  of  thefe  Streights  run  com- 
monly Weft  North-well,  and  Eaft  Souih-eaft.  At 
the  Beginning  and  End  of  the  Streights  are  IHands 
iying  to  the  South.  The  Ifiands  found  at  the  Mouth 
of  the  Streights,  towards  Europe,  are  called  Button''^ 
Iflands,  fituated  in  60  Degrees,  fome  Minutes,  of 
Northern  Latitude :  And  thole  at  the  other  End  of 
the  fame  Streights  are  called  Digges'^  Ifiands,  lying 
in  and  about  63  Degrees  of  Latitude.  There  like- 
wife  are  a  great  many  more,  on  the  Sides,  an.i  in 
the  Middle  of  the  Streights,  which  arc  135  Leagues 
in  Length.  The  narrowelt  Part  of  it  is  about  lt> 
ven  or  eight  Leagues  over,  but  'tis  ufually  wider. 
We  every  now  and  then  meet  there  with  large  Bays, 
particularly  after  pafllng  Button  lilands.  There  is 
one  more  fpacious  than  the  re^,  thio'  which,  ('tis 
liiid)  is  a  Paffage  to  the  Bottom  of  iltidJon\  Bay  ; 
but  this  is  very  uncertain. 

Ships  fometimes  employ  a  very  long  Time  in 
pafllng  thefe  Streights,  but  we  got  through  them 
.very  happily  in  four  Days.  We  entered  them  the 
I'A.  oi September,  at  four  in  the  Morning -,  and  left 
them  the  5th,  the  Wind  not  being  very  favoura- 
ble, arid  blowing  much  ftronger  the  6th.  The 
7th,  the  Weathvr  grew  calmer  ;  and  gave  above 
iiffy  Perfons  the  Opportunity  of  offering  up  their 
Devotions  next  Day,  being  the  Feftivai  of  the 
Nativity    of    the   blefied    Virgin. 

The  Calm  continued  the  8th,   9th,  and   loth, 
-which  made  our  whole  Sliip's  Company  very  unealy. 
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Icxhorrd  OLir  C;;.//^;// to  im'jlor.:  t'j'.- Pio»*P''tioa 
of  St.  A,:-ne^  who  is  cc'iillvicr.d  :i,;  r'^.e  Vxxxk-  'f 
the  Coiincry,  and  wIdiv.  the  CiViai.aus  Iionour  \'-^'r)' 
devoutly.  My  l*Jopof;.ii  was  a(:ce|KL\i  with  Joy  ; 
and  wo  eni:;:ij^cd  ourlclves  to  olfcr  up  daily.  Morn- 
ing and  Lvcnini^,  pubHc  Prayers  in  Honour  ol  rh^* 
Sa'nt.  I'hat  very  livening  a  tavuurabie  GaL'  ot 
Wind  Iprung  up. 

Tlie  1 2th  v/c  difcovcrcd  the  North  Point*,  but 
below  the  Place  v/e  were  bound  to.  'Piie  Wind 
continuing  Hill  conrr.iry,  v/e  ply'd  t)  V\bn  Iward, 
buL  to  no  Pur[)ore  durin;^.;  rom."  Diiys,  and  v;ere  ob- 
liged :o  cail  yVnchor.  In  the  mean  Time  we  be- 
gan to  fuiVcr  greatly,  tli?  CoM  inrrcafuig,  and  we 
wanting  Water.  In  thii  EritrLmity,  our  Crjiada::s 
propolcd  my  inakiiig  a  Vo'.v  to  Si.  ylniii:  y  and  a 
Prorndfe  to  coniecrate  to  her  Parr  of  the  firil  Profits 
they  fliouid  make  in  the  Country.  I  approval  of 
their  Defign,  after  confultlng  Mr,  d'  Jkri'ilic  about 
it.  At  the  fiime  Time  I  exhorted  them  to  labour 
ac  di^ir  Sanclilication,  finceit  isby  Purity  of  Moral^', 
that  Men  render  their  Prayers  agreeable  to  God. 
MoR  complied  with  my  Advice,  and  received  the 
Sacraments.  On  the  Morrow,  the  Sailors  de.Hred  to 
foiiO'V  tho  Example  oi  t\\G  Canndiins^  and  olicr  up 
the  like  Vow  ;  on  which  Occalion  they  v/ere  Ir.'adjd 
by  Mr.  d'  Iljcrville  and  tlie  reft  of  the  Oilicers.  The 
following  Night,  (that  bi;t\vcen  the  2 id  and  22d,) 
Heaven  was  pleaf-d  to  favour  us  v/ith  a  propitious 
Gale. 

The  24rh,  about  Six  in  the  Evening,  we  entered 
the  River  Bourbon^  v/hich  gave  the  higheft  Satif- 
fad\,on  to  the  whole  Ship's  Company.  This  was 
on  Friday^  when  we  fang  the  Plymn  Vexilla  Regis  \ 
and  particularly  the  O  crux  ave,  vviiich  was  repeated 
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ft'VTial  Times  in  Honour  of  our  Saviour's  lulorahlc 
Crofs,  in  a  Country  where  it  is  unknown  to  the  Bar- 
harians  \  and  has  been  lo  often  profaned  by  the  }  le- 
reticks  *,  who  have  contcmptuoufly  thrown  down 
all  the  Crofl'es  which  the  French  had  formerly  fet 
up  there. 

I'hc  River  which  the  FraKh  call  Bourhnf^  is  call- 
ed rcvnction  l)y  the  Er.glip^  whence  feveral  French- 
men  call  the  Country  thereabouts,  the  I^nd  of 
Pormttcn.  This  is  a  fpacious,  wide  River,  and 
runs  very  fiir  up  the  Countries :  But  as  there  arc 
many  Cutaradits  in  it,  'tis  not  fo  C'jmmodious  for 
trading  with  the  Savages,  for  which  Reafon  the 
E)ii!'.JJj  did  no:  build  their  Fort  on  its  Banks. 

To  the  South-cad  of  the  River  of  Bourbon^  and 
in  the  liime  Creek,  another  River  likewife  empties 
itfelf,  which  the  French^  who  firfl:  difcovered  it,  call 
the  River  of  Santa  ^hcrefa^  this  being  the  Name  of 
the  Perfon*s  Wifj  who  lirft  found  it. 

Thefe  two  Rivers  are  feparated  from  one  another 
only  by  a  long  Neck  of  Land,  lying  very  low, 
which  occafions  very  great  Shallows  in  both.  Their 
Mouths  lie  in  about  ^y  Degrees,  odd  Minutes. 
Both  run  towards  the  lame  Points  of  the  Compafs  \ 
and  their  Channels,  for  a  very  confiderable  Space, 
are  but  a  League  or  two  one  from  the  other.  The 
Shallows  with  which  thefe  two  Rivers .  abound, 
make  them  dangerous  to  Ships  of  a  large  Burthen. 
As  there  are  not  quite  fo  many  in  that  of  Bourbon^ 
'twas  reiblved  that  the  Poli  fhou Id  winter  in  this  Ri-^ 
ver ;  and  the  Salcwandcy  in  that  of  Santa  Therefa^  on 
the  Banks  of  which  the  7i:,>?(;-/{/6  have  built  their  Fort, 
en  the  Neck  of  Land  that  fepa rates  the  two  Rivers. 

We  arrived  the  24th  of  September^  as  was  before 
o'orerveci,  in  the  River  of  Bourbon^  about  Six  in  the 

*  Here  tlie  Father  has  a  Fiing  at  the  Prorertants,  our  Coun- 
trymen. 

-j-  I  iinvo  lcrk.\-i,  in  all  cu*  Maps,  for  Pcrtjetton,  but  to  no  Pur- 
pofc.  ]n  Mr.  Po^f.'c^  large  Map  of  the  Brit-Jh  I^'mpire  in  America  ^ 
1  i'cun  J  iiif  KiVvi"  01  Bjurton,  which  h^Qdilh  BuuibonSl.  A'lne. 

Even- 
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were  fee  afliore,  in  1  lopes  of  taking  iomr  of  the 
Englijh  by  Surpri/*.  *Twas  with  great  Difficulty 
they  landed,  on  Account  of  tlie  FUtts ;  atul  they 
obliged  to  plunge  into  the  Water,  which  was 
edingly  troublefome,  the  Banks  of  the  River 
being  already  frozen.  An  hoquois  Savage,  whom 
I  Iiad  been  dt  fired  to  baptise  at  my  leaving  ^/rkr, 
was  among  the  Men  fent  alTiore  :  Seeing  the  Dan- 
ger to  which  he  mud  necclfarily  be  exp  )fal,  I  did 
not  think  proper  to  delay  his  Riptifm  any  longer, 
which  I  had  lufpended  till  now,  in  order  that  he 
might  be  the  more  completely  taught.  One  of  our 
Canadans^  who  is  well  Ikilled  in  the  iroq'iois  Lan- 
guage, was  of  great  Service  to  nu*  in  uutrud^i-ig 
him.  The  Men  whom  we  fent  on  Si^ore,  did  not 
find  an  Opportunity  to  take  any  of  the  iin(iijh  by- 
Surprize,  they  having  fpied  us  the  Moment  of  our 
Arrival,  and  thereupon  had  all  withdrawn  immedi- 
ately into  their  Fort-,  however,  the  25tli,  th  y 
brought  us  two  Savages,  taken  by  them  near  the 
laft  mentioned  Place. 

The  fame  Day  Mr.  /  Iberville  went  to  take  tiie 
Soundings  of  the  River ;  and  feek  out  a  Place  where 
our  Ship  might  lie  fecurely  during  the  Winter, 
and  found  one  quite  fit  for  that  Purpofe.  After 
vifiting  the  Perfons  whom  he  had  f  nr  on  Siiore, 
and  given  them  Orders,  he  appointed  Mr.  dc  Se- 
rigni  to  go  with  the  PoH  to  the  Place  he  had  chc^fen  ; 
and  he  himfelf  went,  the  27th,  on  Bjard  the  .9^- 
lamaitder^  whither  I  followed  him. 

The  Evening  of  the  iame  l.Vay,  wc  arrived  at 
the  Mouth  of  the  River  of  S:m!a  1'bercfi^  c-n  wliich 
Occafion  we  put  ourfelves  uiidtr  riie  Proticlion  of 
that  great  Saint.  About  Midnig'nt,  Mr.  d'  Iber- 
ville  fet  out,  in  order  to  ta'icthe  Soundini^s  of  that 
River.     I'he  28th  we  advanced,  bv  Means  of  the 
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Wind  being  contrary.  The  reft  of  the  Day  was 
fpcnt  in  takip.g  rh.;  Soundings  on  every  .Si.lc.  The 
2()il\  we  advanct\'  about  a  League,  whon  Mr. 
(f  IberviW'  landed,  in  order  to  go  and  mark  out  his 
Canip,  and  a  i^lacc  fit  for  mooring  his  Ship  -,  and 
found  a  very  convenient  one,  half  a  League  above 
the  Fort.  A  great  Neck  of  Land,  lying  pretty 
iiigh,  whicli  proj'j'^ts  into  the  River,  forms  a  Kind 
of  Biy  there,  where  the  Siiip  might  lie  quite  fc- 
curc  liom  tiie  dcfcending  Ice,  which  is  very  dan- 
gerous in  Spring.  Such  of  the  Crew  as  had  gone 
aihore,  were  ordered  to  cjicamp  in  that  Place. 
There  were  n<..t  above  twenty  of  them  :  But  the 
Savages  of  rlic  Country  having  told  the  Englijh 
that  there  were  forty  or  fifty,  the  latter  did  not 
dare,  for  tliat  Realbn,  to  ftir  once  out  of  the 
Fort. 

The  30th  we  found  it  impolTible  to  advance  In 
our  Courfe.  The  ill  of  05foher  'twas  the  fame, 
tlie  Wind  continuing  Hill  contrary  ;  we  being  a- 
gro'u  ^  every  Time  the  Tide  was  out,  and  finding 
ic  impofiible  to  ply  to  Windward.  In  the  mean 
Tim-  tlie  Wind,  the  Cold,  and  the  Ice  increafed 
daily.  We  law  ourfelves  within  a  League  of  the 
place  where  we  intended  to  land,  and  yet  Were  in 
Danger  of  not  getting  to  it.  Our  Ship's  Company 
began  now  to  be  under  great  Apprehenfions  on  that 
Account  i  but  I  exhorted  them  to  rely  on  the  Pro- 
reilion  of  t  leaven,  which  had  not  once  fiiiled  us 
during  the  whole  Voyage.  The  Ship's  Company  of 
ihe  Salamander  oiiered  up  the  like  Vow  with  the 
Poli  i  and,  from  that  very  Inftant  the  Weather 
cihanged,  and  grew  exceedingly  fine. 

About  Eight  in  the  Evening,  we  weighed  An- 
chor, it  being  a  very  bright  IVIoon-ihinc  ;  and,  by 
the  Help  of  the  Tide,  our  Pinnace,  with  fixteen 
Oar-s  towed  the  Ship  •,  and  brought  her  within  Muf- 
ket-flioc  of  the  Place  we  intended  to  muke ;  but  we 
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could  not  land,  iKcaufc  the  Tide  was  our.  As  we 
paficd  by  the  Fort,  tlie  Eyiglijh  difchargcd  three  or 
tour  Vollies  of  Cannon,  the  Bails  of  which  did  not 
reach  us.  Our  Canadmis  anfwered  only  by  Sa(]a 
Kooeez  *  5  the  Name  which  the  Sdvafi;es  r^ive  to  the 
Acclamations  of  Joy  made  by  them  in  V/ar. 

On  the  2d  our  Ship  was  in  imminent  Danger  of 
being  lotf,  as  we  were  going  to  hoift  Sail,  in  Hopes 
of  foon  reaching  the  Port  we  were  got  fo  near;  9, 
great  Whirlwind  of  Snow  hid  the  Land  from  us ; 
jind  a  ftrong  North-well  Wind  threw  us  on  Shal- 
lows, where  we  run  a-ground  tho'  the  Tide  vvar. 
high.  This  was  a  difmal  Night  to  us.  About  Ten  at 
Night,  the  Ice,  being  dragged  along  by  the  Currents 
and  the  Wind,  began  to  dafh  againll  our  Ship,  in  fo 
violent  a  Manner,  that  the  Noife  might  be  heard  ac  a 
League's  Diftance  •,  and  it  continued  four  or  five 
Hours.     The  Ice  beat  fo  furioufly  againft  the  Ship, 
that  it  pierced  the  Timber  of  her  ;  anti  carried  off, 
jn  fome  Places,  Pieces  three  or  four  Inches  thick.  Mr. 
/I*  Iberville  J    to  lighten  the  Ship,    ordered   tv^^elve 
Pieces  of  Cannon,  and  feveral  other  Things  which 
could  not  be  loft  nor  fpoiled  in  the  Water,  to  be 
thrown  upon  the  Flatts  •,    and  afterwards  covered 
thefc  Cannon  with  Sand,  to  prevent  their  being  car- 
ried away,  in  Spring,  at  the  coming  down  of  the  Ice. 
On  the  3d,    the  Wind  being  not  fo  high,  Mr. 
d*  Iberville  was  rcfolvcd  to  unload  his  Ship,  which 
was  ftiil  in  Danger  of  being  loll.     We  could  not 
employ  our  Pinnace  for  that  Purpofe  •,  it  being  im- 
poliible  to   carry  her  thro'  the  Mountains  di  Ice, 
which  ft  ill  defcendcd  in  vaft  Quantities :    But  we 
ufed  the  Canoos  madeof  the  Barks  of  Trees,  brought 
by  us  from  ^ebec  ;  and  thefe  our  Canadans  conveyed 
thro'  the  Ice  with  furprizing  Agility. 

I  had  been  indifpofed  fome  Days,  and  even  afflift- 
ed  with  a  Fever,  v/hen  Mr.  d*  Ibcrviilc  v/as  urgent 


Written,  in  Trench,  Sajja  Kc^h 
I  i  4 


,f    ; 


Ik 


1  .•■ 


Vi'ith 


4^8     TRAVELS©/'  the  Jesuits. 

with  me  to  go  aOiore  •,  but  I  cou'd  not  prevail  with 
myl'c'lf  to  quit  the  Ship,  as  fhc  was  in  fo  much  Dan- 
ger, and  at  a  Time  that  the  whole  Crew  were  un- 
der fuch  Apprchcnfions.  However,  I  was  forced  to 
go  to  Land,  upon  hearing  a  fiid  Piece  of  News. 

Mr.  Je  ChiUeaw^uai,  an  Officer  of  nineteen,  and 
Mr.  d*JIferviIIe'ri  Brodier,  had  gone  towards  the 
Englrflj  Fort,  where  he  difcharged  his  Piece,  'co 
anji.ie  'cm,  and  prevent  their  knowing  the  Per- 
pltxitv  we  were  under :  Bat  advancing  too  far,  he 
was  }hot  quite  thro'  the  Body  with  a  Mu(ket-ball ; 
when,  bt-ir.g  defirous  that  I  (hou'd  hear  his  Con- 
fefTion,  i  {^--v  to  him  thut  Inftant.  At  firft,  we 
judged  the  Wound  not  mortal ;  but  we  foon  found 
■our  Mitlake,  he  dying  next  Day. 

A  little  before,  we  had  received  Advice  from 
the  Pci/^  by  which  it  appeared  that  this  Ship  was  in 
no  k'ii  i).ingcr  than  ours.  She  had  been  oppofed 
l)y  the  Winds,  the  Ice,  and  theFlatts;  and  one 
i'inie  that  fhe  run  aground,  a  large  Piece  of  Wood 
was  hvc^d  out  of  her  Keel :  On  which  Occafion, 
four  Pum[)s  were  not  fufficient  to  clear  her  of  the 
Water.  Several  Barrels  of  Powder  iiadbe^nwet- 
t;:d,  as  ilie  was  unloading ;  and  (lie  was  not  yet 
come  to  her  wintering  Place,  nor  was  there  much 
Hopes  of  her  being  able  to  reach  it. 

But  a!'  this  bad  News  cou'd  not  deprefs  Mr. 
d'Berci/L'^s  Courage.  However,  he  was  exceed- 
ingly moved  at  his  Brother's  Death,  he  having  ai- 
wayij  iovcd  him  with  the  utmoll  Tendernefs.  He 
made  a  Sacrifice  of  him  to  God,  in  whom  he  re- 
folved  to  put  his  whole  Confidence.  Being  pcr- 
fuadcd  that  fliou'd  the  leaft  Marks  of  Uneafint's 
appear  in  his  Couritcnance,  this  wou'd  fill  the  whole 
Ship's  Cc.m|):ip,y  with  the  moll  difmal  Apprehen- 
fions-,  he,  for  that  Realbn,  difcovercd  the  greateft 
Rdbiudori^  he  obliging  all  the  Men  to  exert  them- 

fclves  j 


4.  *▼ 


He 

re- 
pcr- 

ine's 
vhole 
ehen- 


TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits.     489 

feives  •,  during  which,  he  himfelf  would  be  vaftly 
active,  and  give  out  Orders  with  his  ufual  Prefcncc 
of  Mind.  Heaven  was  pleafed  to  adminifler  Con- 
Iblation  to  him  that  very  Day,  the  lame  Tide 
bringing  boih  Ships  out  of  Danger,  and  carrying 
them  to  their  intended  Stations. 

The  5/i',  I  baptized  a  Savage's  two  Children 
who  had  been  long  fick ;  and,  as  I  imagined,  were 
in  Danger  of  dying.  I  was  urgent  to  baptize  'em, 
as  the  Savages  intended  to  leave  us  next  Day,  in 
order  to  go  and  I'pend  the  Winter  in  their  Woods, 
at  a  great  Diltance  from  us.  However,  before  I 
baptized  *em,  I  obliged  their  Father  to  promife  to 
bring  'em  me  next  Spring,  in  order  for  their  being 
inftru(5led,  m  cafe  they  recovered.  They  both  had 
the  liuTie  Father,  but  different  Mothers,  Polygamy 
being  allowed  in  this  Country.  One  of  them  died, 
and  the  Father  brought  me  the  other  the  Spring  fol- 
lowing ;  we  afterwards  were  employed  in  building 
Huts  for  us  to  live  in ;  in  unloading  the  Ship,  and 
in  making  the  neceffary  Preparations  for  the 
Siege. 

On  the  9/^,  I  fet  out,  in  order  to  go  on  board 
the  Poli^  where  Mr,  de  Tilfy^  a  Lieutenant,  had 
been  dangeroully  ill  fome  Days.  This  was  the  firft: 
Journey  I  undejtook  in  America^  thro'  the  Woods. 
The  Lands  which  we  were  obliged  to  travel  over, 
are  very  marlhy,  fo  that  we  were  forced  to  go  a 
confiderable  Way  about,  to  avoid  the  Fens.  The 
W^ater  b^gan  to  freeze,  but  the  Ice  was  not  yet 
ftrong  enough  to  bear,  we  often  faliing  up  to  the 
Knets  in  Water.  Thus  we  travciled  five  Leagues 
on  the  Snow,  and  thro'  Woods,  if  I  may  be  al- 
lowed fhat  ExpreOion,  there  being  no  Timber- 
Trees  in  the  Country;  and  only  a  kind  of  Bram- 
bles and   Briars,  whicli   \i\  many   i'iaccs  are  pretty 
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thick  i  and  intermixed,  in  otiiers,  with  many  open 
Savnn:uihs. 

Bri^g  arrived  upon  the  Bank^  of  the  Kwtr Bow- 
r97:,  v."j  weie  very  much  perplexed.  The  Ship  was 
on  the  other  Side  of  the  River,  which,  in  that 
Place,  w.'.s  a  Leag'ie  and  a  Half  broad,  vaftly  ra- 
ri.i,  and  at  that  I'ime  clogged  with  huge  Pieces  of 
i'^e.  My  Companions  thought  it  wou'd  not  be 
t^oifible  to  crofs  it,  and  ther^^forc  feemed  rcfolved 
not  to  make  the  Attempt-,  however,  foon  after  the 
River  was  quite  free  from  the  Ice,  this  being 
dragped  along  by  the  ebbing  Tide.  We  embark*d 
immci-liately,  after  having  carried  our  Canoo  over 
the  Ice,  with  which  the  River  was  lin'd.  We  fet 
out  at  Sun-fet,  and  arriv'd  very  happily  on  board 
the  Ship  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Night. 

We  found  the  Ship  in  a  fafe  and  commodious 
Station,  and  the  Crew  began  to  recover  their 
Strength  and  Spirits  after  their  violent  Fatigues. 
1  went  and  viQted  the  fick  Lieutenant,  to  whom  I 
adminifler'd  all  poflible  fpiritual  Confolation  ;  and 
hearing  his  Confelfion  next  Day,  gave  him  the  holy 
Viaiiatm-\.  I  palled  the  Afcernoon  in  vifiting  our 
Cona{^.ans  and  Seamen,  who  had  built  thcmfclvcs 
Huts  upon  the  Shore.  I  was  told,  at  my  Return, 
that  the  River  was  navigable  ;  v/hereupon  I  im- 
barked  irnmediatf-tly,  I  having  promiied  to  return 
the  iMon  :nt  I  cou'd,  as  tlie  i'ort  v/asto  be  attack'd. 
*Twas  very  late  before  we  got  to  the  other  Shore, 
and  we  there  built  a  Hut,  to  fpc^nd  the  Night  in. 
Vv'e  threw  it  up  in  a  very  carelcis  Manner,  becaufe 
th.e  Sky  was  vaftly  clear;  however,  we  had  Caufe 
to  repent  of  our  Negligence,  we  beting  expofed, 
during  three  Hours,  to  a  great  Snow  tliaL  fell. 
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The  iithy  we  arrived  at  our  Camp,  where  the 
fevcral  Preparations  for  the  Siege  were  greatly  ad- 
vanced. A  fpacious  Road  had  been  made  through 
the  Wood,  for  carrying  the  Cannon,  the  Mortar- 
pieces,  and  Bombs.  The  12/^,  the  Mortar-pieces 
were  fet  up.  The  i  phy  our  People  being  ready 
for  firing,  firfl:  fent  a  Siimmons  to  the  Enemy  tri 
ilirrender  •,  very  good  Conditions  being ofFer'd  them, 
in  cafe  they  wou'd  fnbmit  immediately.  They  de-> 
fired  to  defer  giving  in  their  Anfwer  till  F.ight  a 
Clock  next  Morning  -,  intreating  us  alfo  not  to  an- 
noy their  Fort  that  Night,  and  their  Rcqueil  was 
granted.  Next  Day,  at  the  Hour  appointed,  they 
came  and  brought  their  Conditions,  which  were 
figncd  v,'ithout  any  Difficulty  ;  they  not  defirirg  fo 
much  as  their  Arms,  or  their  Standard.  Their 
Chaplain  had  drawn  up  the  Articles  of  Capitulation 
in  I.attn,  and  I  ferved  as  Interpreter  to  our  Peo- 
ple. The  Enemy  had  been  feized  with  a  Panic  at 
our  Arrival,  and  had  kept  clofe  everfince;  they 
not  daring  even  to  ftir  out  in  the  Night,  to  fetch 
Water  from  the  River  which  runs  at  the  Foot  of  the 
Fort. 

The  fame  Day  Mr.  d" Iberville  fent  ^Tr.  dti  Tir/, 
his  Lieutenant,  with  fixty  Men,  to  take  Pofkfriori 
of  the  Fort,  whither  he  himfelf  went  on  the  Mor> 
row,  being  the  Feflival  of  Santa  'Thcrefa^  and  called 
the  Fort  Bmrbon.  I  folemnizcd  Mafs,  and  we  fang 
5"i?  Dcim  in  it  that  Day.  This  Fort  vvas  built  wholly 
of  Timber,  and  fmaller  and  weaker  than  we  ima- 
gined-, nor  did  we  meet  with  the  Plunder  we  ex- 
pefted.  The  Garrifon  confiiled  of  fifty-three  En- 
glijhy  who  were  moftly  tall,  well-made  Men.  Their 
Commander  was  better  Ikilled  in  Commerce  than  in 
War,  a  Science  he  had  never  prafticed,  which  was 
the  Reafcn  of  his   furrendring  with  fo  little  Difli- 

cukv. 


:■    ■ 


■!t 


i 


m 


>l 


I 
'  1 1 


492     T  R  A  V  E  L  S  o/'  the  Jesuits." 

culty.  We  admired  the  wonderful  Manner  \xi 
which  Providence  had  difpofed  of  Things.  At 
our  entring  the  River  of  i^anta  There/a^  we  had  in- 
voked, with  Confidence,  the  illuftrioiis  Saint  whofe 
Name  that  River  bears  -,  and  Heaven  was  pleafed 
fo  to  order  Muters,  that  we  entred  the  Fort  in 
Qucflion  the  very  Day  of  that  Saint's  Feftival*, 
and  by  that  Means  polilflTed  ourfelves  of  the  Navi- 
gation, and  the  entire  I'raiBc  of  that  great  River. 

Mr.  de  ^illy  being  exceedingly  fick,  at  my  pro- 
inp;  away,  I  thought  proper  to  return  to  him  that 
very  Day.  Accordingly,  I  fet  out  in  the  After- 
noon, and  arrived  on  the  Banks  of  the  River  Hour- 
bcn^  but  found  it  abfolutely  impafljible;  for  which 
Reafon  we  railed  Huts,  and  fpent  the  whole  Night 
in  them.  Finding  the  River  jutt  the  fame  next 
Day,  we  made  a  thick  Smoke  on  its  Banks ;  this 
being  the  Signal  agreed  upon  by  us  to  inform  the 
Foli  of  our  taking  the  Fort.  The  Ship's  Company 
anfwered  us  by  the  like  Signals,  and  we  returned  to 
the  Fort.  Three  Days  after,  Obioher  the  i8/y?7, 
Mr.  de  Caumont^  Brother  to  Lieutenant  de  Tilly ^ 
with  two  more  of  his  Relations,  another  Canadan^ 
and  myfelf,  endeavoured  to  go  together  to  the 
Poli^  but  found  that  Part  of  the  River  was  ftill  fro- 
zen, as  it  likewife  continued  next  Day.  We  ne- 
verthelefs  ventured  ever  it,  on  which  Occafion  we 
were  expofed  to  imminent  Danger  \  but  at  lafb  ar- 

*  How  greatly  foever  the  Father  may  pretend  to  have  reh'ed 
upon  this  Saint,  there  is  no  doubt  but  his  chief  Confidence  lay  in 
the  Strength  of"  his  Companions,  and  that  he  was  of 

SurJj  as  do  hiii'd  thc.tr  Faith  upon 
Toe  holy  Text  of  Pike  ond  Gun  ; 
Dt\ide  all  Contro-jer/y  hy 
Infallihle  Artillery  \ 
A ui  pro-vc  tl.'c'r  Dodriiie  orthodox 
By  fipojhlic  Biov:!  and  Knocks. 
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lived  happily   on  board.     I  did  not  leave  the  Tick 
Lieutenant  till  the  28//^,  when  he  expired.     After 
burying  him,  I  had  fome  Thoughts  of  returning  to 
the  Fort,  to   folemnize  the  Feitival  of  Ail-Saints  \ 
but   couM   not  pofTibly  crofs  the  River,   till  All- 
Souls  Day.     That  Night  we  loft  our  Way  in  the 
Woods,  and  after  wand  ring  a  long  Time,  came  al- 
moll  to   the  fiime  Place  we  had  fet  out  from,  and 
there  pafied  the  Night ;  fo  that  I  did  not  arrive  at 
the  Fort  till  the  Q,d  of  November.  I  afterwards  took 
many  fuch  little  Journies  \  for  our  Ship's  Company 
being  afflicted  with  Difeafes,  and  particularly  the 
Scurvy,  I  was  obliged  to  go  continually  from  the 
Port  to  the  Poli^  and  from  the  Poll  to  the  Fort,  to 
vifit  all  the  Sick.     I  myfelf  had  fome  flight  Attacks 
of  the  Scurvy  ;  but  the  Fains  I  took  in  running 
backwards  and  forwards  to  afliit  thofe  who  were  in 
any  Danger,  cut  the  Root  of  the  Diftemper  (as  I 
imagine)  in  the  Beginning. 

The  River  of  Santa  fberefa  was  quite  froze  over, 
as  early  as  OMer^  three  or  four  Leagues  above 
&^  Fort,  where  arc  fome  Iflands,  which  ftraiten 
the  Canal  •,  but  our  People  did  not  begin  to  go 
upon  it  from  the  Side  oppofite  to  the  Fort,  till  the 
i^th  of  November.  The  River  of  Boiirhon  was  not 
quite  froze  over,  till  the  Night  between  the  2^d  or 
24/y&of  January,  1695.  From  that  Time  we  always 
went  over  the  Ice  to  the  Poli,  which  fliortned  our 
Journey  greatly.  The  Ice  began  to  thaw,  in  the 
River  of  Santa  T'berefa,  the  30/^  of  May  ;  but  not 
till  the  11//:?  of  June  in  the  River  Bourbon.  The 
^ofh  of  jfu/y  we  went  on  board  our  two  Ships,  in  or- 
der to  fail  from  thence  into  tlie  Road  at  the  Entrance 
of  the  River  of  Santa  There/a,  and  there  wait  the 
Arrival  of  the  Englifh  Ships,  which  iifually  come 
about  this  Time  •,  but  'twas  to  no  Purpofe,  for  not 
a  fmgle  VeiTcl  appeared. 
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I  had  refblvc'd,  at  my  Arriviil  in  this  Country,  to 
h-xn\  the  LangiMgc  ot"  the  Savages;  and,  for  this 
Purpofc,  intended  to  inako  ufc  of  two  cf  tiiem, 
■'.vho  had  pafit-d  the  Winter  in  a  Hut  near  the  Fort  : 
But  my  frequent  Excurfions,  from  one  River  to 
another,  prevented  my  doing  this,  fkfidcs,  the 
Man  W2S  a  Slave  to  another  Nation,  who  were  but 
imperfedly  IkilFd  in  the  Language  in  Queition  °, 
and  with  regard  to  the  Woman,  as  fhe  bore  a  great 
Avcrlion  to  the  French^  flie  never  Ipoke  to  me  but 
when  the  Whim  took  her,  and  often  impofod  upon 
ine.     Neverthclefs,  the  Vifits  I  made  'em  had  one 

food  EfFe(5t.  I  won  the  Confidence  of  this  poor 
^an,  and  began  to  infi:ru6l:  him  lo  the  bell  of  my 
AbiHties.  He  afterwards  fell  fick  •,  and,  defiring  to 
be  baptized,  I  had  the  Confolation  to  chriRen  him 
before  he  died.  Here  follows  what  I  have  been 
told  concerning  the  Savages  of  this  Country. 

Seven  or  eight  different  Nations  hold  a  Corref- 
pondencc  with  this  Fort  •,  and  there  came  this  Year, 
(1695.)  three  hundred  or  more  Canoos,  to  trade  at 
it.  The  Nations  at  the  greateft  Diflance,  and  the 
moft  numerous  and  confiderablc,  are  the  Affmihoels^ 
and  tlie  Crich  *,  or  Kirrijtinnorts  ;  and  a  Perfon 
lieed  hut  learr.  die  Languages  of  thefe  two  Nations. 
The  C/7ii^- Tongue,  whicln  is  like  that  of  the  At- 
gonUns  -f*,  and  that  of  the  Savages  who  live  neareft  the 
Fort,  differ  only  in  fome  few  Words,  and  a  little 
in  the  Accent.  The  Language  of  the  Jffiniboels  is 
i-ery  different  from  that  in  Queftion,  it  being  the 
i:ime  with  that  of  the  SciGuxti  among  v/horr.  my 
Brother  [f  has  been  tvvice.     'Tis  even  pretended, 

that- 


*■   Ifl  Trench^    Kriqs. 

\  ]  n  Frenchy  Algonqume.  The  Algonqninss  are  a  People  oi 
X:y  France  y  inhabiting  the  Shores  of  the  Kiver  of  St.  Laxurence^^ 
Zi  far  as  the  gi'e.i?  L.akc  of  the  Hutnus. 

+  Tht-fe  are  fpi-citied  in  MoiP'i  .\]ap«  • 
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that  thefc  yljf^niboeh  are  a  Scioux  Nation,  who  li.- pa- 
rated  from  'cm  a  great  many  Years  fl ncc,  and  arc 
perpetually  at  War  with  them.  The  Cricks  and 
AJfinibocls  arc  united-,  have  the  like  Enemie?,  and 
engage  in  the  lame  Wars.  Many  Affu:lbocls  fpcak 
the  Crick  Language,  and  many  Cricks  that  oi"  the 
AJp.iihoeh. 

The  Cricks  are  more  numerous,  and  their  Coun- 
try ol  a  greater  Extent,  tl:cy  fcretching  as  far  as 
towards  th'2  upper  Lake,  wliither  many  ^o  to  traf- 
fic. I  have  Icen  fome  who  advanced  to  th.'  rruit 
Fall  of  S:inta  Maria  *  and  Alichili  MaJdnak^  and 
others  I  met  with  have  proceeded  to  MGni-ycal, 
The  River  Bourbon  runs  into  the  Lake  oF  the  Cricks. 
To  go  thither,  from  this  Place,  takes  up  twenty 
or  rvventy-five  Days ;  and  thirty-five  or  [oi'ty  to  jjo 
to  that  of  the  /J/fmibocIs. 

Thcfe  Savages  arc  well  made,  tall,  robud,  nimble, 
and  inured  to  Cold  and  Toil.  The  Ajfuiihocls  draw 
large  Figures  on  their  Bodies,  reprefennng  Serpents, 
Birds,  ^c.  and  thele  they  make,  by  pricking  their 
Skin  with  fmall,  fliarp-pointed  Bones ;  filling  the 
fmall  Holes  with  Coal-dull  diluted.  They  ieem  to 
be  a  grave  People,  and  of  a  very  phlegmatic  Dif- 
pofition;  l)ut  the  Cricks  are  more  lively,  ever  in 
Action,  and  always  dancing  or  finging  \  however, 
both  are  valiant,  and  fond  of  War.  The  AJfinibocls 
are  compared  to  the  Fkmmi7?gs^  and  the  Cricks  to 
the  Gafcons ;  v/hich  Nations,  indeed,  they  refemble 
in  Difpofition. 

J(//i//;,!:aving  a  Perfon  (wliofe  Habit  is  almo.l  the  fame  with  his) 
10  attend  upon  hi-m,  as  the  Servitors  in  our  Univerfities.  Break- 
falling  one  Morning  with  a  Jefult^  in  their  Maifon  prcfrfjc  vx 
ParlSf  I  paid  the  lame  Refpcdt  to  his  Companion,  as  1  u'd  to 
the  Father  himfelf.  I  not  knowing  the  Difference  at  that  Timt-. 
But  the  latter  loon  undcceivM  me;  laying,  that  the  other  was 
only  his  Servant,  and  that  I  mull:  nrt  call  hiin  ruib^r. 
*  Ja  French,  Sault  de  Sanif  Marie, 
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Thefe  Savages  have  no  Villages,  or  fix'd  HablM- 
tions,  but  wander  for  ever-,  they  fubfifting  by 
what  they  procure  in  hunting  or  fiHiing.  But  in 
Summer  they  aflemblc  about  their  Lakes,  where 
they  pafs  two  or  three  Months ;  after  which,  they 
go  and  gather  wild  Oats  *,  whereof  they  always 
makeaProviiion. 

The  Savages  who  live  nearcft  this  Place,  fubfift 
only  by  hunting.  They  wander  continually  in  the 
Woods,  without  making  the  lead  Stay  any  where, 
cither  in  Winter  or  Summer,  except  they  have  ex- 
traordinary Succefs  in  Hunting ;  for  then  they  build 
Huts,  and  ftay  till  all  their  Provifions  are  confum'd. 
They  are  often  obliged  to  pafs  three  or  four  Days 
without  the  lead  Food,  which  is  wholly  owiiig  lo 
their  Negligence.  They,  like  the  reft  of  the  Na- 
tions, are  inured  to  Cold  and  Toils  ;  but  are  other- 
wife  a  bafc,  fearful,  idlef,  heavy,  and  exceedingly 
vicious  People  ||. 

As  to  their  Religion,  I  believe  'tis  the  fame  with 
that  of  the  reft  of  the  Savages.  I  cannot  yet  give 
a  juft  Account  of  their  Idolatry.  'Tis  faid,  that 
they  have  a  Kind  of  Sacrifices.  They  are  great 
Jugglers,  and  ufe,  like  other  Nations,  the  Pipe 
callM  by  them  the  Calumet  \.  They  finoak  the 
Sun,  and  likewife  abfent  Perfons ;  and  they  even 
fmoak'd    our    Ship  and  Fort.     I  cannot  prefen* 


*  'Tis  caird,  in  my  Original,  de  la  Fvlle  avoine 
f  7" he  Charader  which  our  Jefuit  gives  'e 
does  not  agree  very  well  with  what  he  had  juit 


f  7he  Charader  which  our  Jefuit  gives  'em,  of  being  icll#, 
7e11  with  what  he  had  juit  before  obicrv'd  of 
iheir  being  inur'd  to  Toils. 


jj  The  Jcfuits  are  thought  to  fometimcs  mifrcprefent  the  Cha- 
rat^ers  of  the  Nations  they  go  among,  accordingly  as  they  are 
received  by  them. 

I  This  is  a  Sort  of  large  fmoaking  Pipe,  of  red,  white,  or 
Mack  Marble.  The  Bowl  is  very  imooth,  and  Ihap'd  like  a 
Batile  Ax.  The  Tube  is  adorn'd  with  Porcupine's  Quilis,  and 
i'mall  Strings  of  Leather  of  various  Colours.  The  Savages  fup- 
pole  fometh'ng  myltericus  in  the  Calumttt  and  'tis  the  Emblem 
cf  Peace. 
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you  with  any  certain  Account  concerning  the  Meas 
they  entertain  of  the  Deity,  I  not  havini^  h;ul  arv 
Opportunity  to  examine  this  Article  lufHciently.  I 
iliail  only  add,  that  they  are  vallly  liipcrft!tiini% 
great  Drinkers,  and  Polygamifls -,  and  that  they 
difcovcr  an  Averfion  to  the  Cbriftian  Religion. 

Hence,  reverend  Father,  'iis  manifeli,  tlvat  it 
will  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  eitablifli  our  Faith 
in  thefe  Countries  •,  and  *tis  my  Opinion,  that 
the  only  Way  of  making  any  Progrefs  therein, 
will  be,  to  begin  by  the  Cricks  and  Ajfiniboch.  Be- 
fides  that  thele  Savages  are  more  numerous  they 
feem  to  me  lefs  avcrle  to  our  Religion.  They  have 
more  Senfe  -,  they  ccalc  wandering  three  or  four 
Months  in  the  Year  •,  and  a  Million  may  be  fcteled 
more  eafily  in  their  Country.  *Tis  not  but  I  am  of 
Opinion 'that  it  wou*d  be  difficult  to  eftabHfh  onci 
there.  I  don*t  knovvr  whether  -our  firfl:  Jefuits  had 
not  as  many  Struggles  in  their  firft  Miffions  at  Ca* 
nada^  as  the  prefent  leetn  to  promile.  But  tliefe  are 
Things  which  ought  not  to  intimidat'  us.  Prc- 
vidence  will  have  an  Eve  to  us  *,  and  I  hope  the 
more  painful  thefe  Miffions  will  be  found,  the? 
greater  Number  of  Fathers  will  devote  them  lei  vcs 
to  them. 

I  am  now,  reverend  Father,  to  fpeak  of  the 
Climate,  ^c.  The  Fort,  as  was  before  obfervM,is  in 
about  the  ^ytb  Degree  of  North  Latitude,  fituated 
at  the  Mouth  of  two  line  Rivers,  but  t\\c  Soil  i-s 
very  barren ;  the  whole  Country  being  fill'd  with 
Moors  and  Savannahs.  There  is  but  little  Woo(% 
and  that  very  ihort.  There  are  no  Timber-trees 
within  thirty  or  forty  Leagues  of  the  Fort  -, 
which,  doubtlefs,  is  owing  to  the  ftrong  Sea-winds 
that  ufually  blow  there;  and  the  almoft  perpetual 
Cold  and  Snows.  The  Cold  begins  in  Seplemkry 
when  it  is  lb  iiitenfe,  that  it  fills  the  Rivers  witli 
Jce,  and   fomttimec  freezes  'em  quite  over.     The 
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Ice  does  not  difiippcar  till  about  Jufie^  after  which 
the  Cold  flill  continues  fomeTime. 

There  intlcecl  arc  fome  very, hot  Days  in  this 
Scal'on,  (the  D.iys  being  generally  cither  very  hot  or 
very  cold)  but  thele  lalF  a  very  little  Time,  the 
North  Winds,  which  prevail  very  much,  Ibon  over- 
powering this  firft  Meat  •,  (o  that  a  Perfon  who  has 
iwcat  in  the  Morning,  is  often  froze  at  Night.  The 
Snow  lies  eight  or  nine  Months  upon  the  Ground  ; 
but  is  of  no  great  Depth  •,  the  deepell  we  found  it 
this  Winter,  being  two  or  three  Foot. 

This  long  Winter,  tho*  always  cold,  is  never- 
theleis  not  equally  fo.  At  fome  Seafons,  indeed, 
the  Frolt  is  ih  very  intenfe,  that  few  Perfons  dare 
llir  out  of  Doors.  Moft  of  our  People  Itill  bear 
the  Marks  of  its  Severity ;  a  Sailor,  among  others, 
having  loll  both  his  Ears.  However,  there  are 
fome  fine  Days.  The  Circumftance  which  pleafes 
me  moft  is,  that  no  Rain  falls  •,  and  that,  after  cer- 
tain Seafons  of  Snow  and  Dufl,  (if  I  may  give  this 
Name  to  a  fmall  Sort  of  Snow  which  penetrates 
into  every  Thing)  the  Air  is  clear  and  bright.  If  I 
"was  left  to  my  Choice,  whether  1  wou'd  Jive  there 
in  Summer  or  Winter,  I  lliouM  be  a  little  puzzled ; 
for  in  Summer,befides  that  the  Heac  is  very  violent ; 
that  an  intenfe  Cold  often  fuccecds  as  ftrong  a  Heat ; 
and  that  there  feldom  are  three  fine  Days  together  ; 
the  Country  fwarms  to  fuch  a  Degree  with  Gnats, 
that  every  one  who  goes  abroad  is  grievoufly  pef- 
tered  with  them  on  all  Sides.  Thefe  Gnats  are  more 
numerous,  and  ftronger  than  thofe  of  Canada-,  to 
Vvhich  I  Ihall  add,  that  the  Woods  are  full  of  Wa- 
ter, fo  that  Travellers  can  fcarce  go  a  few  Steps 
without  being  up  to  the  WailT:  in  it. 

Tho'  the   Countrv  is  fuch  as  I  have  defcrlbed, 

neverihelefs  People   may  lead  a  tolerable  eafy  Life 

1 1  if.     The  Rivers  abound  with  FiHi,  and  there  is  a 

vaft  Quantity  of  Game.     A  Multitude  of  Par- 
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tridgcs  arc  found  there  in  the  \Vintcr,uT  IiAvingkill'd 
twenty  thoufand.  In  Spring  and  Autumn  arc  all' > 
a  prodigious  Multitude  of  Gc'cic,  [)u(.ks  Sea-ducks*, 
Bulhrds,  and  other  Kivcr-liirds.  iVic  the  bell  Munr- 
ing  is  that  of  the  Cariboo^  which  lalls  all  the  Yeur 
round  •,  and  particularly  in  Spring  and  Autumn,  ve 
fee  Herds  of  them,  to  the  Number  of  three  or  ^r^w 
hundu'd,  or  more,  together.  Mr.  dr  Scri^iu  told 
us,  that  on  All-Sainti  IJ.iy,  and  that  of  M-Sctil^^  he 
•f  killM  ten  thoufantl  of  thole  Animals,  within  a 
League  of  the  Huts  which  the  Sliip's  Company  (  f 
the  Poll  had  built  on  the  other  Side  of  the  River 
Botirbon.  The  Cariboos  are  very  like  Deer,  the 
Horns  excepted.  The  Sailors,  the  firll  I'ime  the;/ 
faw  them,  were  afraid,  and  took  to  their  Hcel^'. 
Our  Canadans  killed  fome  of  them  ;  and  the  Sailors 
after  being  laughM  at  by  the  Canadans^  grew  more 
valiant,  and  flew  many.  In  this  Manner  Provi- 
dence takes  Care  of  thel^^  ravages.  As  the  Soil  is 
fo  barren,  Heaven  provides  for  their  Sublicence,  by 
fending  'em  a  prodigious  Qiiantity  of  wild  B^afls 
and  Fowl ;  and  enduing  them  with  a  particular 
Skill  in  catching  them. 

Befidcs  the  Nations  which  come  and  trr.de  to  the 
River  of  Santa  Therefa,  there  are  others  living  lar- 
ther  northward,  in  a  Climate  Ibil  colder  than  thac 
in  Queftion.  Firfl",  are  the  Ikovtyirdcccks,  who  re- 
fide  about  an  hundred  Leaijues  from  this  Place,  but 
they  are  engaged  in  War  with  the  Sava^jcs  (;t  t.ie 
Country,  and  don't  carry  on  any  Trade  vvitii  tliJ 
Fort.  Farther  are  the  £/^vw^/.'.vi  and,  towards  the 
Ikovirinioocksy  another  conlidcrable  NaCioa  in  A!li- 


« 
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The  Original   is    Bemaches,  which  I   imagine  an  F.r'"r    i 
.   -    Prefs  for   Bamnclts,  or  BcvrMrjins,    a  Kind   cf  Sen-Juch. 
Some  relate,  that  iliey  arc  tJjc  fame  vvitii  the  Souwd  Geeie.  wnui- 
l''"ormaiion  is  faid  to  be  .ifcr  a  very  e\ti;iordin;iry  Maniur. 
-j-  And  his  Sliip'j  Coaipany,  wc  may  fappofc. 
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ance  with  them,  and  thefe  are  call'd  the  Alimoof- 
pgees  *.  They  are  very  numerous,  live  in  Villages, 
and  extend  as  far  as  behind  the  AJfmihoels^  with 
whom  they  are  almoft  perpetually  at  War. 

I  am  not  yet  well  fkill'd  in  the  Language  of  the 
Savages  ;  and  yet,  neverthelefs,  I  took  Care  to  fpeak 
concerning  God  to  every  one  of  them  who  came  to 
the  Forr.  I  felt  a  fecret  Plealure  in  difcourfing  on 
the  divine  Bciing  f  to  thefe  poor  Creatures,  wl:  o, 

till 

*  ^U7noufp':guii  in  French. 

•\  Our  JeJ'iiit  writes,  as  afual,  in  a  great  Strain  of  Piety ; 
But  if  we  attend  to  the  Opponents  of  the  Society,  we  Ihall  be 
very  apt  to  fuipeft  his  Sincerity.  The  Reader  is  to  know  that 
the  Rccoi'USls,  a  Sort  of  Francifcan  Friars  whom  I  fhall  therefore 
call  by  either  of  thofe  Names,  lirll  labour'd  at  the  Converfion 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  AW  France,  or  Canada ;  a  Relation 
whereof  was  publilhM  by  thefe  Fathers  in  1691,  intitled  Fre- 
viier  eiah'.ijjhncnt  de  la  foy  dans  la  nowvelle  France,  of  which  an 
Abftrad  was  g'ven  in  the  yctt>nal  desS^avans  fox  February  1692. 
I  fhall  not  copy  this  Abftraft,  but  only  obferve,  that  the  Fran' 
cijcans  firlt  came  into  Canada  in  1 61 5,  in  order  to  propagate 
the  RoDiiJh  Religion  j  and  continuM  the  only  Miflionaries  there, 
till  1625,  when  inviting  the  Jefutts  to  aflill:  them  in  their  fpiri- 
tual  Labours,  botii  continued  there  till  the  Year  1629,  when 
^eb'c  was  tnkci.  by  the  Englijh :  That  in  r632,  ^ebec  being 
reitor'd  to  the  French  by  a  Treaty,  the  'Jefiiits  found  Means  to 
g:c  in:o  Canada  without  the  Franci/.ans,  and  continuM  there  till 
1670,  wlitn  the  latter  cbtaiii'd  L^ave  to  return  to  that  Country. 
/Icccrding  to  this  Relation  of  the  Fraticifcans,  they  behav'd  with 
all  the  Humanity  pollible  towards  the  Jefuits  i  treating  thera 
\vi:h  the  utuiolt  Tendernefs  at  their  Arrival  in  Canada ;  indul- 
ging them  all  the  AfTiUance  in  their  Power  j  and  lending  them 
Half  thtir  Hoiife,  when  not  one  of  the  Inhabitants  wouM  receive 
them;  but  that  the  Jffults,  in  Return  for  thefe  Favours,  em- 
p'oy'd  ev'tiy  Artilicc  to  iupplant  their  Benefadors,  which  they, 
cl  lal],  did  cfledually.  jt  appears,  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Nar- 
rative, rLat  the  ycfuits  wext  prompted  only  by  fecular  Views ; 
a  ;;iai!ng  IniLD  c-;  of  which  is,  tlitir  Superior's  getting  himfelf 
appoinrt  J  a  Member  ( 1  the  fuorerne  Council  of  SluebeCt  which 
conGrurcj  only  (^f  hinslcif  and  two  other  Perfons,  ^viz.  the  Go- 
vcnioraiKl  tlie  Syndic  of  tiie  Coiintiy. 

\i  \\\T,y  not  be  uncntertai.^iing.  to  relate  fome  of  the  hard  Shifts 
which  the  RecoUcds,  or  Fran:if:ans,  underwent,  in  order  to  ella- 
Liifli  the  Chrijiian  Religion  in  Canadj^  at  their  full  Ar.ival  there, 

in 


eceive 
em- 
thev, 
Nar- 
iews ; 
imfelf 
vvbicli 
Go- 
sh iff  s 
elta- 
|there, 
ia 


TRAVELS  o///j£' Jesuits.'     501 

till  then,  had  not  the  lead  Idea  of  him.     Several 
of  *eni  liftned  to  me  with  Pleafure,  and  were  pcr- 

fuadcd 


n  161 5.     Thefe  Particulars  are  extrafled  from  the  above  Woik, 
ntitled.   Premier  etablijftment  de  la  foy  dam  la  nouvcilc  France, 
Tom.  I.  p.  69,  72. 

*  Father  John  d'Olbeau  (a  RecolleSi)  fet  out  from  ^ehcc  the 
«2d  of  December  1615,  and  went  to  the  MifTion  allotced  him, 
viz.  the  Mountaineers,  to  learn  the  Language  of  the  Native's, 
and  enable  himfelf  to  labour  in  earneil  at  their  Converliou. 
Words  cou*d  never  exprefs  the  inward  Joy  he  fe!r,  when  he  had 
an  Opportunity  of  declaring  to  Heaven,  after  the  Exampb  of 
St.  Paul^  that  his  fole  Ambition  was  to  enlarge  Cbrijt\  King- 
dom. He  employ'd  himfelf  indefatigably  in  this  Task,  ail 
the  Winter;  he  foon  learnt  the  Elements  of  th;?  Language  of 
the  Savages  ;  and  applied  himfelf  with  great  Pleiiibie  to  the 
Study  of  it,  the'  fo  exceedingly  difficult.  He  built  a  Hjc 
among  them,  and  a  fmall  Chapel  of  the  fame  poor  Materials 
with  it,  there  to  inllruft  his  Countrymen  and  the  Canadans. 
He  endeavour'd,  during  Winter,  to  difcover  the  Nature  of 
the  Soil,  and  the  Difpofition  of  the  People.  As  they  wander 
almoft  continually,  'twas  with  prodigious  Fatigue  that  he  tra- 
veird  to"*the  chief  Places  where  they  affjoibled.  He  even 
purfued  his  Courfe  as  far  as  to  bo"h  Sidas  of  the  fevcn  lllands ; 
fetting  up,  wherever  he  came,  the  Standard  of  Salvation;  in- 
fomuch  that  there  were  found,  a  great  many  Years  afterwards, 
Footfteps  of  the  Progrefs  made  by  this  pious  MiiTionary. 
*  With  regard  to  the  reverend  Father  Jofiph  leCat-cn,  (another 
Recoiled)  he  went,  laft  Autumn,  on  Board  a  V^cflel  bi-longing 
to  the  Canadan  Company,  which  fail'd  to  the  three  Rivers,  and 
advanced  as  far  as  the  Hurous,  and  otii.r  Nations,  five  or  fix 
hundred  Leagues  up  the  Country.  '  Fwou'd  be  impollible  to 
defcribe  the  Fatigues  which  this  pious  Father  underwent  during 
this  painful  Journey  ;  he  being  one  while  in  the  midll  of 
Currents,  Floods,  and  dreadful  V/ater-falls ;  and  another  pef- 
ter'd  with  a  numberlefs  Multitude  of  Gnats,  which  flung  him 
Day  and  Night.  He  wrote  as  follows  to  one  of  his  Friends :.. .. 
'Twou'd  be  difficult  to  enumerate  my  Toils,  I  having  been 
forced  to  row  Day  after  Day,  with  all  my  Strength,  along  with 
the  Savage?.  I  travell'd  above  an  hundred  Times  in  Rivers,  over 
fharp-pointed  Rocks,which  cue  my  Feet ;  and  on  Land, in  Mud, 
thro'  Woods,  where  1  carried  my  Canoo  and  fome  few  Necef- 
faries,  to  avoid  the  amazing  Water-falls.  I  omit  our  painful 
Fails,  our  only  Food  being  a  little  SagamitCy  a  kind  of  Hally- 
pudJing  made  of  Water  and  Meal  of  Indian  Corn,  of  which 
we  eat  but  a  very  fmall  Qjantity  Night  and  Morning.  1  yet 
mull  own,  that  I  found  great  Confolation  in  the  midll  of  all 
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luaded  that  I  vifitcd  'em  upon  Motives  different 
irom  thok  of  the  reft  of  our  Countrymen.     I  told 

'em, 

*  my  SifKripjrs  ;  for  the  Sight  of  fo  great  a  Number  of  Hea- 

*  t/'ivs  iuipiii?  a  Milijonary  with  the  itrongeft  Zeal  to  labour  at 

*  tl.eir  Cor.vcrfion,  and  to  lacrilice  his  Eale,  and  even  his  Life, 
'  for  their   i-ak.f.     Thi;s    did  this  zealous  Miflionary  appear 

*  among  tl;e  Jlurons,  who  recciv'd  him  with  all  the  Gentlenefs 
'  and  Fricndflv.p  which  they  commonly,  fhew  to  Strangers. 
'  They  woi/d  fain  havehad  him  refide  in  their  largell  Village; 

*  but  lie  oblcry'd,  that  as  he  was  addrelfing  Heaven  for  their 

*  Salvation,  an  Afrair  of  this  Importance  ought  to  be  carried  on 

*  in  a  mere  refpcdful  Manner,  in  Solitude  and  Silence,  at  a  Di- 
'  ftance  from  the  Hurry  and  Tumult  of  their  Families.  The 
'  Savsges  fubmitted  to  his  Remonftrances,  and  thereupon  built 

*  for  him,  with  Poll  s  and  Barks  of  IVees,  a  Hutt,  at  fome  Di- 

*  ilance  from  the  Village.     He  there  raifed  an  Altar  to  offer  up 

*  to  God  the  Sacufice  of  the  Maff,  and  devote  himfelf  to  hia 

*  fpiriiual  Exercifes  ;  and  here  the  Savages  vifited  him,  in  order 

*  to   he  iiillrufted   in  the  Mylleries  of  the  ChrilUan  Religion, 

*  and  to  learn  to  addrefs  Heaven  in  Prayer."  Notwithftanding 
this,  the  "jefiiits  pretended  to  have  been  the  firft  who  preach'd 
the  Gofpcl  to  thefe  Heutker.s.  They  declared,  that  the  Recol- 
USii  had  made  no  manner  of  Progrefs  in  this  Relpett ;  but  that 
they  the'iifelves  were  making  Converfions  daily,  whereof  they 
publifh'd  Relations,  which  (urpiiz'd  very  agreeably  the  whole 
French  Nation,  infomiich  that  many  People  refolv'd  to  hazard 
not  only  their  Fortunes,  but  even  tiieir  Perfcns,  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  fj  pious  a  Def)gn.  Among  thefe  were  Madame  de  la 
Pcllcteiie,  who  went  to  Cajzada,  at  the  Head  of  feveral  Urfuline 
Isluns ;  tley  intending  to  go  and  preach  the  Faith  to  the  Catia^ 
dans,  in  their  Woods,  upon  the  Suppofition  that  they  wou'd  liften 
to  them  gladly ;  but  thefe  Women  had  been  impofed  upon  by 
the  Accounts  puhlilh'd  by  the  jfefuitst  and  therefore  were  oblig'd 
to  continue  confin'd  in  the  r  Nunnery  at  ^ebec.  La  mor.  Pra- 
tique dcs  jc/uites,  Tom.  Vll.  /•  35l>  352. 

1  had  long  lufpi.  .kd,  that  trie  Jcfuits  meddled  with  fecular 
Affairs  in  their  Miffions  but  find  'cm  exprefly  accufed  of  con- 
cerning themfelves  with  Traffic,  in  p.  368.  *  Tom.  VII.  of  the 
Morale  frptiqne  dcs  jfejuites',  where  we  find  the  following  Faf- 
fage  :    *    I'he  Un:veiiity   of  Paiis  charg'd  iht  Jefuiis  ivixCQ  (in 

*  1626,  and  1643.)  with  concerning  themfelves  with  Trade  in 

*  Cavada  ;  and  prov'd  their  Accuiation  by  Arcicles  of  Copart- 

*  nerlhip  drawn  up  in  Dieppe,  between  two  Meichantsand  two 
'  Jcfuits.     'Twas  alio  declar'd,  that  tlrey  traded  in  their  Mif- 

*  iions   in  the   Eall,  which   they  ovvn'd  ;  but  endeavoured  to 

*  jnltify  themfelves  on  that  Occafion :  However,  their  Rcalons 

*  ihcfc  /■'< X'"-'  ^-'i-  crrcneou^\-  mark' d in  that  Work, 
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*em,  that  I  would  go  far  up  i\\Q  Country,  in  order 
to  make   'cm  acquainted  with   the  God  wliom  I 

wor- 

*  were  quite  trifling.     They  fl'll  continuM  'o  trade,  tho'  forhicl 

*  by  three  Popes,  lacc^fiively,  to  concern  thcmf'eivcs  with  "J'r;itHc 

*  dirctlly   or   indii-eftly,    in  their  own   or    Imnow'd    Nanr.-s, 

*  upon  Pain  of  Exomimunication.*  In  p.  369.  we  are  told, 
that  the  Book  whence  moil  of  the  Particulir.-.  above  were  ex- 
trafted,  entitled.  Premier  c'abhjjcvunt  de  la  f>x  u'-ifis  la  uotive'it- 
FrancBy  was  writ  by  Chrljlian  le  Ckrc,  a  Rccoilr,'^  ;  that  the 
Jefuit$  ufed  their  ucmoll  •Kndeavours  to  get  it  fupprcfll-d  ;  b  it 
mat  the  Recolle^s,  who  had  Friends  at  Court,  having  prov'd 
that  all  the  Particulars  advanced  in  it  were  ilridlly  true,  it  was 
permitted  to  be  fold  publickly. 

The  following  Account  of  the  Artifice  and  Double-dealing  f  f 
a  Jefult  appearM  curious  to  me.  The  firll  MilTion  (-ays  my  Au- 
thor) undertaken  by  the  fecular  Clergy  into  Cavnda^  w£.s  ix-j^ua 
by  the  Ecckfiallicks  of  the  Seminary  of  St.  Snf/ire  [St.  S.uljire 
is  the  richeil  Reftory  in  Paris."]  The  Superior  of  this  Million 
was  Melfire  Gabriel  de  ^feh/s,  with  whom  were  joinM  two  Priells 
Mr.  Souartf  and  Mr.  Gali)ner.  TlKie  Cler<;ymen  were  not  in- 
r  :l<*ed  by  the  y^^/Vj  who  were  fettled  at  .'^/■:^<'t',  all  the  Suc- 
•~  ■.  :hey  might  have  expcded  from  thole  I'atliar.,,  with  regard 
. '->  -^  Converficn  of  the  Heathens.  As  the  j^rf<:ts  had  reliJcd 
a  great  many  Years  in  thii  Country,  ti;ey  had  acqi:i;'d  perfectly 
the  Languages  of  the  Savages ;  had  reduced  tiiofe  Tci  g;;es  intr* 
a  Method,  and  drawn  up  Dictionaries  of  th^m.  But  then  this 
was  merely  for  their  own  Ufe,  tlicy  not  communicating  tlieir 
Papers  to  any  one  ;  not  even  to  the  C!er2y!'ncn  abov.'menticn'd, 
who  were  earneftly  defirous  of  learning  thofe  Languagv?s.  IJow- 
ever,  the  latter  found  Means  to  procure  Copies  of'  tiiefc  Bocks 
which  the  Jefniti  kept  fo  clofe  :  for  Madanv*  d  A.ihout,  whole 
Hufband  had  been  Governor  of  the  Province,  ilcr-tly  lenc  thofc 
Clergymen  the  Books,  (lie  having  borrow'd  'em  of  the  Fathers, 
who  were  oblig'd  to  lend  thcni  her.  Some  of  the  Clergy  in 
Queftion  learnt  thefe  Languages  by  Rule,  and  particjlarly  the 
jilgonkine,  whereby  they  had  the  better  Opportunity  to  co-^iverfe 
with  the  Savages,  and  difcover  tlic  Myilerita  of  the  J^fnits. 
Mr.  Barthekmiy  [Bartholomc^jS]  v.-Jio  had  been  of  the  Choir  of 
St.  Sulpice,  and  was  afterwarJs  fent  to  the  MiiT.on  of  Canada  in. 
1664,  beirg  at  Mont-real,  there  came  ia  above  fvo  huiidnd 
Canoos  ladvn  with  Beaver-tk'ns,  br::u;:,ht  by  the  Outaouas  to 
^ebec.  With  this  little  i  ieet  arrivM  Father  KUhob^s.,  a  Jefiiit^ 
w.io  had  been  fent  as  Miiilonavy  to  thcie  Nation'^,  and  was  con  e 
to  pafs  a  little  Tiine  \xi^^cbcc\  as  likewife  the  Chief  of  the 
Nation  of  the  Outnoi-as,  cali'd,  in  the  Lanj:ua;j,e  of  the  Coiir- 
try,  Kinoncha.  'i'nis  Chief  being  liighly  offnided  at  the  Bchr- 
viour  of  Ftither  l^i:ldaSf  who   tyrinr.iz/d   over   iiim    and   his 
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worfliippM,  which  feem'd  to  pleafe  'em  highly,  (o 
that  they  invited  me  to  come  among  'cm.     I  find 

more 

People  ;  finding  much  Candour  and  Civility  in  Mr  Batthekmtf 
openM  ills  Mind  to  liim,  in  his  native  Language,  which  differs 
but  little  from  that  of  the  Algonklnes.  He  declar'd,  that  Father 
Nicholas  was  very  haughty  and  imperious ;  and  had  carried  his 
Tyranny  lo  fuch  Lengths,  as  even  to  beat  him  [Kinoncha  i)  that 
he  was  continually  praifing  himfelf  and  his  Companions  *  and 
fpcke  thus  to  him  during  their  Voyage.     *  To  prove  to  thee 

*  hcw  much  thofe  who  are  cloath'd  as  I  am,  are  more  excellent 

*  than   fuch  as  are  dreffed  alfo  in  black  Gowns,  but  made  dif- 

*  ferently  from  ours  ;  the  Inftant  we  arrive  at  Mont-real^  thofe 

*  Men  in  black  GoWns  will  come  and  falute  me  very  refpcft- 
'  fully  ;  will  make  me  the  lowtft  Bows,  and  intrcat  me  to  per- 

*  form  among  them  the  mofl  holy  Aft  of  the  Chriftian  Reli- 

*  g;on.     Thou  wilt  fee  me  cloath'd  in  fplendid  R.obes  of  Gold 

*  and  Silver,  whilil  thofe  other  Men,  now  in  black  Gowns,  will 

*  tl'.en  be  dreffed  very  richly  ;  attend  upon  me  as  my  Miniflers ; 

*  and  ethers  again,  with  Copes  on,  will  falute  me  in  the  hum- 

*  blcll  Manner.' 

Mr.  Barthekmi  informed  the  ccclefiaflical  Community  of 
what  Kinoncha  told  him,  when  it  was  refolv'd  not  to  permit 
Father  Nicholas  to  celebrate  Mafs  folemnly,  fmce  this  wou'd 
give  the  favage  Nations  a  flill  more  advantageous  Idea  of  his 
Veifon  ;  but  efpecially,  it  was  thought  abominable  that  he  fhou'd 
employ  fuch  Methods,  under-  the  Mask  of  Religion.  A  few 
Days  after,  Father  Nicholas  %o\^  the  Superior  of  the  Community, 
that  it  woii'd  be  proper,  in  order  to  imprint  in  the  Mirds  of 
thefe  Batbarianr.  a  greater  Awe  and  Veneration  for  our  Religion, 
to  celebrate  Mafs,  in  an  auguft  Manner,  before  them  ;  and  that 
it  would  be  ncccfiary  for  him  to  ofRciate  on  this  Occafion,  as 
ihiswou'd  give  him,  who  was  their  Miffionary,  flill  greater  Cre- 
dit, Aiii'.'onty,  and  Vv^eight.  The  Superior  anfwcr'd,  that  he 
TT.ull  mention  the  Afuir  to  the  Community,  which  being  done, 
they  were  unanimoufly  cf  Of  i:;icn,  that  this  Honour  ought  to 
be  rcfufcd  the  Fatiier,  and  accordingly  it  was  denied  him. 

Kinoncha  aslcMig  Mr.  Barthehmi,  why  Father  Nicholas  had 
not  celebrated  Mafs  in  a  fciemn  Manner,  and  whether  he  did 
not  dff.re  to  <^o  if,  the  other  told  him  what  had  happcn'd  ; 
upon  Vi'hich,  Kir.oncha  faid  :   •  Did  I   not   tell  thee  the  "J 'ruth? 

*  Tf.cu  feeil  how  fond  that  Man  is  of  Command.'  The  Fleet 
of  Canons  fet  fail,  and  Jirnv'd  at  ^ehec,  where  Mr.  de  Cour- 

jt-'cs,  a  Gentleman  of  Nor7}:ai!d]\  was  Governor.  He  was  to 
g.ve  Audience  to  Khictcha^  but  fufpeiflcd  very  much  his  Inter- 
prcffV,  Father  Drc-villet/e,  a  Jefuity  Interpreter  for  the  Lan- 
j^Lja^v  cf  ihc  .jlgonk'.jus  and  thc;r  Dependencies.    The  Governor 

therefore 
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more  DlfHcuky  in  underftanding  the  Language  of 
the  Savages,  than  in  fpeaking  it.     I  already  know 

mofl 

therefore  fent  for  two  Men  who  underftood  that  Tongue,  and 
(aid  to  each  of  them  apart :  *  I  (hall  give  Audience,  by  and  by, 

*  to  KhiMcha  ;  and  defire  yoato  inform  me,  fmcerely  and  juftly, 

*  of  the  Contents  of  his  Speech ;  and  whether  the  Interpreter 

*  explained  it  faithfully.'  One  of  thefe  two  Men  was  young,  and 
did  not  feem  to  underftand  the  Language  ;  the  Je/uits  not  ima- 
gining he  had  copied  their  Books ;  and  they  likewife  knew  that 
he  had  never  refided  among  the  Savages ;  confequently  nothing 
was  to  be  apprehended  from  him,  fo  that  he  appear 'd  publickly 
at  the  Audience.  The  other  Perfoa's  Name  was  Cour'villet  an 
Inhabitant  of  ^ebect  who  had  liv'd  many  Years  in  the  Coun- 
try, and  underftood  the  Language,  a  Savage  having  taught  it 
him.  As  Couwille  cou'd  not  be  prefent  at  the  Audience  without 
making  the  Jefuits  uneafy,  (it  being  Well  known  that  he  under- 
ftood the  Language)  the  Governor  caufed  him  to  be  hid  in  a 
Clofer,  wheiice  he  cou'd  hear  diftinftly  all  that  fhou'd  hz  faid  in 
the  Audience.  Kinoncha  then  appear'd  with  the  feveral  Injignia 
of  his  Dignity,  he  being  adorn*d  with  a  great  many  Pieces  of 
Porcelane,  as  Necklaces  and  Bracelets,  which  highly  dilb'n- 
guilh'd  him. 

He  carried  in  his  Hand  tlie  Prefent  fent  from  the  Nation  of 
the  Outaofas,  being  a  large  Circle  of  Porcelane,  which  he  of- 
fer'd  to  the  Governor,  as  the  Marks  of  a  great  Captain  and 
Prince.  He  afterwards  made  his  Harangue ;  on  which  Occafion 
his  Eloquence  was  nervous,  and  heightned  by  exalted  Figures  of 
Speech.  After  difcourfing  fome  Time,  he  flopt,  in  order  to 
give  the  Interpreter  an  Opportunity  of  explaining  his  Words ; 
during  which  he  himfelf  fat  down  and  fmoak'd  his  Pipe, 
whilll  the  Interpreter  was  fpeaking ;  and  whenever  the  latter 
had  ended,  Kinoncha  proceeded  in  his  Harangue,  with  equal 
Majelty  and  Strength.  Father  Dre'vUIettey  not  fufpedting  that 
any  Perfon  prefent  underftood  Kinoncha^  Language,  inftead  of 
rendring  it  faithfully,  gave  it  a  quite  contrary  Interpretation. 
Inftead  of  the  heavy  Complaints  which  Kinoncha  made  againfl 
Father  Nicholas,  and  taking  Notice  of  the  Tyranny  he  had  ex- 
ercifed  over  him  and  the  Nation  of  the  Outaovas  ;  he  declared 
that  his  Prefence  was  earneftly  delir'd  in  their  Country  :  in  a 
Word,  he  faid  all  he  poflibly  cou'd  to  the  Advantage  of  Father 
Nicholas,  and  of  the  Je/uits  in  general. 

The  Audience  being  ended,  and  the  Company  withdrawn, 
the  Governor  enquir'd  firft  of  the  young  Man  who  underftood 
the  Algonkine  Language,  what  was  his  Opinion  of  Father  Dre- 
rvi'htte,  and  whether  he  had  done  his  Duty.  To  which  the 
other  rej-^iicd,    '  that  the  Father   had  quite  mifintcrprcted  Ki- 
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mod  of  the  Words.  Mr.  tie  la  Motte  has  taught 
me  a  great  Number;  and  an  Englijhmariy  who  is 
exceedingly  well  ll<illeci  in  their  Tongue,  has 
given  me  many  more.  I  have  drawn  up  a 
Didionary,  agreably  to  our  Alphabet,  of  all  thefe 
Words  •,  fo  that,  if  I  had  but  a  little  Corref- 
pondence  with  the  Savages,  I  believe  I  fliou*d  foon 
iDegin  to  fpeak  and  underfland  their  Language.     1 

*  noncha's  Meaning»  and  had   expatiated    in    Praife  of  Father 

*  Nic/jo/tis  i  whereas  the  Heathen  had  dedar'd  that  he  was  in- 

*  fupportable  to  their  whole  Nation  :  That  he  had  ufed  Kimncha 

*  himfelf  fhockingly;  he   having  beat  him,  tho'  Chief  of  the 

*  People,  a  Treatment  exercifed  towards  none  but  the  meaneft 

*  Wretches :  However,  that  as   this  was   an  Affair  of  Confe- 

*  quence,  he  defir'd  him  to  hear  Cournjillet  without  telling  him 

*  what  he  had  then  faid.'  Couwille  defired  to  be  excufed,  fay- 
inc.  that  as  he  had  a  Family,  and  was  fettled  in  the  Country, 
this  confequently  might  do  him  Prejudice.  The  Governor  affu- 
ring  him  that  he  would  be  very  fecret  ;  and  obferving,  farther, 
that  he  had  not  been  feen  by  any  one,  Coitr'ville  declar'd,  that 
Father  Dte'vilhtte  had  told  him  the  very  counter-Part  of  Kinon-' 
tha'i  Harangue.  The  Governor, '  being  fully  perfuaded  from 
the  I'eflimony  of  thefe  two  Men,  of  which  no  Sufpicion  cou'd  be 
entertain'd,  that  Father  Dremllette  had  adled  perfidioufly ;  (be- 
fides  his  having  fufpedled  the  Jefuit  on  another  Account)  went 
to  Fathtr  Mercie>\  then  Reftor  of  the  J-cfuit''S,  College,  when 
informing  him  of  Father  Dre'villettes  Double-dealing,  and  the 
many  Complaints  brought  againft  Father  Nicholas^  it  was  agreed 
that  the  latter  fhou'd  be  put  on  Board  the  firft  Ship  which  might 
fet  fail  for  France.  Morale  pratique  des  J efuites,  Tom.  Yii.  p. 
386,  &  feq.     Printed  at  —  1693.   izmo. 

The  Author  clofes  this  Story  as  follows :    *  All  the  Relations 

*  publifli'd  by  the  Jefuits  concerning  Canada,  are  fluffed  with 

*  Untruths.     The    Inftant  thefe  were  printed  in  France,  they 

*  were  always  fent  to  the  Clergy  of  Mont-real,  in  Canada,  who 

*  were   ailonifli'd   to  fee   how  llrangeiy   the  Fathers  difguifed 

*  Matters.     Mr.  de  Cour/ei/es  writing  Advice  of  this  to  Court, 

*  the  Jefuits  were  order'd  to  publilh  no  more  Relations.     Thefe 

*  Fathers  have  fuch  an  Afcendant  in  thi:   '^-'untry,  that  they  go 

*  into  all   Houfes,  and   impericuily  enquj      ubout  whatever  is 

*  doing  in  them  ;  and  when  they  are  reti*  u  •  Home,  they  relate 

*  all  they  have  heard,  and  thence  regul?  t  their  Politicks.  They 

*  even    make  an    Abufe  of  holy  Tl' ngs,  all  which  mud  be 

*  afcrib'd  cither  to  a  furprizing  Spirit  '  ^  Cjriofity,  or  to  a  moil 

*  irregular  blind  Zeal.' 

have 
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liave  trandated  the  In  nomine  Patris^ihe  Pater  Nojier 
the  Ave  Maria,  the  Credo,  and  the  ten  Command- 
ments. I  have  baptized  but  two  adult  Savages, 
who  died  immediately  after.  I  likewife  chrillned 
three  Children,  two  of  whom  are  gone  to  Fleaven ; 
and  cou'd  I  have  had  an  Opportunity  of  vifiting 
them,  I  Ihou'd  have  fent  a  greater  Number  to  the 
Manfions  of  Blifs. 

Our  two  Ships  fet  fail  the  Bv^^nning  of  Sc^-^^'-^er 
1695,  to  return  Home.     As  it  was  probabic  they 
wou*d  proceed  direflly  to  France,  I  myfelf  chofe  ra- 
ther to  continue  in  the  Fort,  with  the  fourfcore 
Men,  who  were  to  remain  there  in  Garrifon,  efpe- 
cially  as  they  had  no  Chaplain.     I  was  perfuaded 
that,  as  I  Ihou'd  have  more  Lerfure  after  the  Ships 
had  left  ns,  I  confequently  might  learn   perfc6lly 
the  Language  of  the  Savages,  and  be  enabled  to 
found  a  Miflion  there.     However,  Providence  did 
not  think  me  worthy  of  it,  the  Englijh  beficging, 
and  taking  us   Prilbners.     I  gave  you  the  Parti- 
culars of  this  Incident,  and  likewife  of  my  Impri- 
fonment,  at  my  Return  to  France',  for  which  Rea- 
fon,  it  wou'd  be  needlefs  to  repeat  it  here. 

I  am,  &c. 
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PAge  1 8.  Line  \i.  for  Synagogues,  read  Synagogue,  p.  28. 
1.  19.  {Notes)  f.  Labor,  r.  Cabor.  p.  41.  1.  21.  /.  Grain, 
y.  Rain.  p.  96.  1.  11.  dele  removed,  p.  140.  I.  zz.f.  Stadia, 
r.  Stadium.  p>  141-  1.  16.  /*.  too  a  long  Activity,  r.  a  too  long 
Adlivity.  p.  155.  1.  11- /•  Tobolosko,  r.  Tobolsko.  p.  160. 
{!a/t  Line  of  the  Notes)  f  1685,  r.  1675.  P-  ^^l*  ^'  ^S*  (Notes) 
f,  leuealur,  r.  tueatur.  p.  165.  1.  19.  [Notes)  dele  in.  p.  i66.  1 
ly.  f  lole,  r.  Ifle.  ibid.'l.  19.  y.  ftrikes,  r.  ftrike.  p.  195, 
&  feq.  (in  the  long  Note)  f.  Japanese,  r.  Japoneze.  p.  218.  I. 
25,  &  26.  /«/  the  Words  Three  and  Sixpence,  Eng!ifh,  into  a 
Tarenthejts.  p.  234.  1.  i.  dele  the  firft  in.  p.  242.  1.  I9.  (Notes'S 
f  pnflbro,  r.  Poffbno.  p.  245.  1.  2.  (Notes)  f.  Jndigites,  r.  Indi- 
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